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THE CROOK OF
THE CENTURY.' WINS

The Remarkable Case of J.
C. Davis. Once a L.unatic.

NORTH CA

In the arrest of John C. Davis, at
torney at law by profession and con
fidence man by practice, the distriet
attorney’s office has put an end to

what was probably the most giganiic
swindling scheme ever successfuliy
operated in District of Columbia,
certainly the bigpest yet
been uncovered

which has

The extent of Davis' fraudulent op-
erations probably never will be
known, for there are scores of his
victims who, realizing that there is

not the slightest chance of recovering
A dollar of the money which they in-

trusted to him, are loath to come for
ward and admit that they have been
duped They prefer to suffer the
loss rather than acknowledge them
seives the easy marks of a swindle
which, all things considered wWaR
coarse and crude in Its workingsa, but
which, nevertheless, was successfully
ciarried on without molestation or ev-

N FUSPICon Tor ten yeurs.
Thus far the amount of Davis' out-

standing obligations which have been

brought directly or Indirectly to the
sttention of the district attorney ag
Eregiale upward of a quarter of a
miiilon dollars, which it is believed
that if the full facts could be i
tained the extent of his embezzls

forgeries and fraudulent oper-
Id total

i close to a half
u
NI enormous sum., gath
varyving amounts from a hun-
more victims, from confiding
WO et from widows and orphans,
from professional men so engrossed
in the duties of their own calling
thiat they have only a vague under
standing of business affairs, and from
Unsus ng clerks and working men
there |s ar a8 has heen dise overed
at this 1 not a dollar of assets in
the prisoner’s possession or standing
in his nams
What has become of this laree
amount of money, how did the man

ar squander it, or has
he s any part of it in hiding; ars
questions which are being asked by
progecutor and clients In proba
bility the truth is that Davis is to
day bankrupt, and that out of his
vast swifidlings he has not been able
1o save a pen
SUCCESSFUL: CONFIDENCE MAN
Although up to the time or his
downfall, Davis had been a success-
ful confidence man, he could sCaArce

be ecalled «

ver, save in
 exercised great

*cting his victims

the fact
diseretion in
A clever swind-

1

ler would have made a getaway, and
have had the trained sleuths of the
country and the police departments
of every city in the land looking for
him; would not have tarried for
ten years in one locality where In the
eénd the inevitable result of his o

rations musgt he
rascality

And
would

the discovery of his

oo, a less
have

fortunate eriminal
trapped long ago
particularly if he adopted such bung

heen

ling methods as those followed by
Davis. But for a decade Juck seemed
o be with the man despite the fact
that scarce a day went by but that
he committed some fraud which
would have entitled him to a home
for many years behind the grated
bars of the penitentiars How he
could have conducted his swindling

scheme for tem yoars without dotec-
tion is the wonder of every eriminal
lawyer In Washington, but

cess Hlustrated th

his suc-
truth of the state-

ment, ag oL+ lawyer expressed i,

that a sucker i born evervy minute,

and Davis used an atiractive bait.
The poliee records of the country

are filled with instances of offepders
who seek an easy road to fortune by
preying upon the confidence of their
onsuspecting vietlms, but John O
Davis had a scheme which in many
respects was unique His was no
Ereen goods game, no gold brick
steal, no fairy tale of a beautiful se-
norita languishing in a Spanish dun-
geon, walting for some gallant to
come and rescue her, that she might
reward him by leading him to the
secret hiding place of the wealth
buried by her old piratical grandfa-
ther. Davia played upon the confi-
dence of his most intimate friends,
those who belicved that they had
@very reason to trust him, and that
they did trust him Is shown by the
fact that they are losers by that

S

a lack of up-to-date business method

on the part of that great Institution
the whole financial world marveled
at the successful execution of the
plot. When the Franklin Syndicate
was exposed a few years ago in New
York the wonder was that such a
brazen fraud could exist for any

length of time In the elty where the

Heved themm of thelir money and that
they are unable to recover |t but
the interesting feature so far as the
public In general is concerned is the

(Continued on Fifth Page.)

PREFERS NOT TO BE WHITLE,

sSyrian Girl, Adopted by Colored 1"eo-
e, Forbidden to W o in That
Race,

her real nams She was e

person. saying th
white she had been de-
by white people all these
that preferred to
colored woman
ders to
marry a
she

Was

Venrs
she Hve as a
The court gave or
no leense to her to
Negro, but 1t is sujipoged
will go elsewhere and marry hin

1IBsue

for Colored Teachers at Ma-
nassias, Va.

Will hold its Second Session from
June 28 to July 29
for the State Examinattons whi h are
held July 29 and 31 Manassas
at the foot of the Blue Ridge Moun
tains Is a Jdelightful

closing

place to spend

four weeks in study and recreation
The faculty is made up of experts
from the best schools and colleges,

and the course of study embraces the

studies required for a first Erade cer-
tificate

The tuition fee is $1.50 and the
charge for board is $10.00 for the
session Applications should b
m\ljl to

LESLIE PINCKNEY HILL,
Conductor

WANTED—Young colored girls of
g0o0d character for light manufactur-
ing work

Good hours and steady
employment. Will be paid while
learning Apply at once,

2t 516 N, 12th Street

FOR BALE—Barber shop, two
chairs, best trade, old stand. Terms
right. PRES. LEE, 55 State Street,
New London, Conn.

great financial Intereste of the coun-
try center, and when the facts are
brought out at the trial of John C
Davis, Washington will be just ng
much amazed that he was sble to
conduct his extensive operations for
ten years without a suspicion of
rraud resting apon him.

To his vietims the important part
of Davis' transactions is that he re

#ried In her infaney by her parents
who, it is thought, wers Syrians
A very réespectable colored mar
and his wife adopted her seventeen
ago, and all this time she has
us the daughter of the cols rivd
man She is an intelligent girl and
I ard worker. ) She fell in love with
i lightcolored mulatto, who lives in |
Mexas—~Qalveston, it is belie od
White persons learned of the
and the girl was haled Into
n an endeavor to determine whether
she was whits The cour decided
tha ] was pure white
pleaded to be Jdesienated

t even

The Manassas Summer Normal S hool |

time |

ROLINA RID OF HIM—HE IS NOW IN WASHINGTON

faith in him to the extent of hu: Commencement Tide at Howard Uni
dreds of thousands of dollars versicy
FINANCIAL WORLD MARVELED Howard University has just exper
enced the most prosp ind suc-
Whhen the Bidwell brothers sue- cossful vear in its  history Over
ceeded in robbing the bank of Eng- twelve hundred students have been
land through a shrewd insight into in attendance and there has b

all

quickened interest In

ments and branches of
tivition Mr. Andrew Carnegle bas
given a Library Buillding, costing fif
ty thousand dollars which will accom-
modate the AAfty thousand books and
pamphlets already on hand, and make

the 4
University ac

room for future growth and expan-
slon,

Congress has been most liberal in
ita provisions for the nstitution. The
total appropriation for the vear a
mounting to ome hundred and sixty
two thousand dollars This includes
ninetly thousand dollars for a new

Sclence Hall, with laboratory accom-
moditions for the departments of
Physics, 1’hl'|umlr_\' and ]’I'\Inl:_\' The

| Alumnl Association has agreed (o
fune for a much needed gym-
F‘“' im daring the comi YOt
The Co nencement takes place on
the 26th May. which promises Lo
b an extraordinary accasion At
t) t the Corner Stone of the
New Library will be laid President
Taft L the Commencement
'\-1-] ul } 'Ill. youne
men Wil tas I
| Arts S nees i
i | ind Pedagogy Jooss
lr: L i b 4
and
and
en O1 _['.‘ ) it ||
er
Wao
IILE
ont
|.'2..':-.- bl w “n have not as v
1 wched We would in I o
surcl that it i& ab T i
essary that you should he a e ber
o ‘me local organization in order
to hecon n 1 ber of the Stats
bhaodd If vou ave not Joined any
le i club we would ask that vou
BeCk onme at once so that vour name
may be regj of before Thurs
day nmight h 27th, at which
Ume a meeting will be held at the
St. Luke's Hall, to complete arrange
ments for the Stats meeting June
15th
A Deighifal Evening Spent,

On  Jast

Frida evening fr
j'..:l!u red at the home of Mrs Sylvis
{ L. Mirchell, 750 N. Thira Street to
celebrate the 18th Anniversary or her
daughter, Miss Rebecea T. Mitchell
They enjoyed thems ives with Fames
jand innocent pastimes. afier which
they retired to the dining r

where a table ladened with the
icacles of the had

REASON been pre-

Isured
All enjoyed themselves Immense
Iy and retired to their homes with

pleasant recollections of the evening's

entertainment Miss Mitchell was

the recipient of many presents
.-’

BRADFORD—WILLIAMS,

The marriage op Miss Bdith Lounige
Willlams to Mr. D. J, Bradford will
be solemnized at Ebenezer Baptist
Church, Wednesday, June o, at 7
o'clock P. M Friends invited

Rev. Dr. A, 8. Thomas.

The title of Doctor of Divinity was
conferrad on Rev, A, S, Thomas, pas-
tor of the Sharon Baptist Church.
by the faculty of the Virginia Union
University. This is a deserved com-
pliment to a divine, who has spent
the best years of his life in the ser-

vice of the Baptists of the Old Do-
minion.

W T

JOHNSON

"Phila lelphia, May 20 lack
n, heavywolight champion of 1
Jack '

world defeated Phftadelphia J

Bricn In their six ronmd fight at the

National Athletie Club, in the opin
Evegling Journal's

of Tad., ths

fight expert

While O'birten was elever and man
aged to evade most « lohnson's
wing the latter was entitled to the
jecigsion, according to Tad, beecause
f his carrving the fight in the early
the exception of the opening
inds the fight was & tame affair
O'Briem left the ring with a badly
bruised left eyve, while Johsson didn't
have a mar) :
Johinson rushed out E,-' s corner

Lt the b

11 like a mad bull and swung
at O'Hrien, who immediatply clinched
Tt wrestled O'Drfen to the
floor, and as soon as Jack arose drop-

Negro

ped him with a left to'the stamach.
The erowd was i an SWproar, Jack
got up smiling and jabbed himself

Into =atety for the rest ©of the round

Johnson's rushing tartics kept O
Brien wary in the secom! and he con-
tented himsell with elever ducking
and jabbing Johnson's smile faded
when O'Hrien got ta the fAw with a

right that jarred him =ome. The
Negro couldn't find QB ien in this
round y N

Johnsgon's “goat” gave a despalring

bleat the third He could not find
O'Bri The latter almost langhed
out loud as Johnson's swings wers
evaded a la Driscoll and he wa
il il wh he went hi
ocorn
The 1 r was t} itd in which
lohnson ul fore fight that
he w 1 i er. Tha
ha fa nt did
mian: 0 Ve
t '  § | i i1 i
Tohr dils gevd
' T nd W t L O HBrien
vl v 1 but was 1
h i Tohns A vild L i
tive of Bor
o'n ! ] ' r Johr
on 1 | the M
ning { 1, but ag
¢ bad ] I n
the } i p his muoar
but O ) n't sell get
1 I n { watd
Erir ! w! rmng
d w ' [ ol b
wil
Joh s the first to enter th
H amns 18 ) 1
wd greeted him, ) SOl
| L A h } W E
George ( Yank | 1 and Fran
Mado
O'Brien got one of the b ¢
LA L1 S ns ] | ! " W el .:.' ! l-.'-"'i' L ‘.
& moment later | T Egan I
Dougherty, Abe Atteil and Jack Han-
lon dld the honors in O'Brien’s cor
ner Both men rked to be in splen-
Hd condition, but Jack seemed a bit
ervo
A heer went » Anthony J
Drexel-Biddle, the ! boxer, jump
ng. walked over to O
ok ha with him
got up and announced
would accept Al Kaufman's
nge to fight fpr the champion
ext Fall on the Coast
Ketchel, the middle-weight
was Introdues and announ
meself as Johnson's next (S35
A moment later Jack McGuai
referee, called both men into
» for i cltions then
he bell
W ' I‘\ 184 l-"!i'l Al
- Mis Elizabeth A. Ross of New
York has been visiting here
Mr. Pregton Buriey of Athens,
Ohio. left for his home last Monday
Dr. J. H. Hawkine op Baltimore,
Md. ealled on us
Mr. W. R. Young and Mr. Eu-
Eene Washington of Sparta, Va
called on us
Mrs. Harriet North Jeft last
Monday for Blueridge Summit. Pa
She will remain there for the sum-
mer

President John Mitehell, Jr. and
Directorsa Thomas M Crump and P
B. Ramsey were In Philadelphia last
Monday in connection with business
for the Mechanics' Savings Bank.

Miss Thereseta B. Chiles. dangh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. John R. Chiles
has returned to the ecity for tha
summer, She has been attending V.
N. and I 1. at Petersburg, Va. and
is reported to have been very profi-
clent in her studies.

PRICE, FIVE CENTS.

et~

The Va. Baptist
State Convention.

Rev. Dr. R. H. BoﬁWIing Recelected. Grand
Times There. Much Money Lifted.

DR. GRAHA!

He ke May I vir
ginia Baptist State )
closad one of thi¢ mo ' [
gegsions ever held in its his T
terday at the High Street Baptist
church, and the next session will b
held in Suffolk

The comvention practically opened

Tuesday night
F. Graham

when the Rev, Dr. W

pastor of the Fifth Sireet
Baptist church, Richmond, discussed
*Dry Bones in the Valley. The
sermon was full of good advice to
the peple as well as freighted with
historical information

Wadnesday morning at 9 o'clock

the convention was eatled to order by
the Rev. R. H. Bowling. D. D of
Norfolk. He was gilad tn see such a
large delegation present, and felt
that much good would be aeccom.
Rlished. His opening remards were

greeted by the delegutes. An impre
slve song and prayer service followed
Many -of “4he deiegntes offcred shorr

testimonlals the edification of the
delegates present, Welcome addrs
es followed
Rev. J. H. Burks, D. ID.. pastor
! High et Ba L hurct i
ed the firet addr wl '
ured the d ites thi '
ple f Roanoé w i
and 1t ed with d t and | A=
th bre t | “ {
them t) ha Y
5
" = n ,
It A ! iy v b I f
F 1 b \ Rev, |
[ yresented  tl white B
| I T t .
| § Ashhb
i ¥ hie d
I i s v 0 f
Vi I 4 H ho vd
| t t
f ' on ] It that 1
b 1 A f 1 | i
¢ vl v . STy an
b 1 ' R '
| the !
! ar I
. it - i
J L n I
N0 wndd 1 1 i
s ttl 1 i i
. ma th -
AMr fowli ! el
I A rom ey . W I
i thous that Onven tis w
fortunats y e able to securs it
edn ’ leads D . R. L. Dig
o I ! Universit
Lawis 1 Ky ITRS the men
1 & 3
b it md £
whicl would mean much to th
whole raec He outlined th
of the conventio At the cor ]
of his address ot e od Dy
which the rale wa ded and
Dr. Bowl elected president fo
inother y
The gffivers elected waor Rev. R
H. Bowling, Norfolk, President W

T. Hall, Danville, B. Tyrrell, Lynch
W. Goainezs, Suffolk J B
neord, viee presidents A
ards, Richmond, corresponding
3 C. E. Mliler, Salem, re-
cording secretary; J. G St Clair
Drake, Suffolk, statistieal secretary
Degeon \ Humbles Lynchbhuarg,
reasurer
e annual sermon was delivered
Wednesday night by Rev. T H
Wihite the scholarly pastor from
Clifton Forege. Dr. Wihite represents
the aggressive YOur men in the
churech, He his worked his wav

through the Virginia Theologieal
Seminary and college, and has taken
place with the leading minlsters of
the state. Long before the hour for
the sermon the church was crowded.

Thursday the convention got down
to business and collecting money for

1 AGAIN CHAIRMAN—T

SEMINARY

i L Vi
. oV K He v outlined
t 0 o ATir that ~ith
O \ H e intended
tha school she b econd t
ST n the United States The ad
dr Apns At ntively st ed, e F
punctuated with outhurs of aj
I W F. Graham, followed D
i with a plain common sens
talk. He thought that he should have
the rrt of all the members of
the convention
| UOn a whole the convention was a
LIRS tnd much good was accom
plished by the peopls
All the pulpits were filled on Sun
day. The convention ratsed $300 over

previons year
ready

and
an

they are

get
Chm-

now flor aclive

1
i
paign
3 ReV.-(. 1. P, Taliefaro, editor of

the Christian Banner WHS Nmong
those who took active part In the
meeting He delivered an able ad
| 1raes and wa 1 AN oV It
Ihid Been ong ‘ime- since he met
IETT ventios Soveral toe gt
. \ !
| ny ¥ \ t ' il
| fem ol g 1
NOTHER REPO}
A1 '
(8] | \ I
e n M 1 ilt) y
t i ( I'l ]
1 t L)
- i
) D. D. P = " "
54 " . ) b 1
n

Continwed on Eighth P

Independent League Progeam

i hi i 7 - M
N | e A Hail tl
'
< T I
i i ® | Tt Hro
ney 1 d his 1O
1 Ll i IHIOn Master
i Mi 1 Sam s
‘ Corea and A
! | ‘ flow X D
¢ i " 1 j

ddward Woodaon

chaool Were

v the pabll hool
was fine.Trio renc by ] A1E
WA amg) Johnson, Miss Annie V

aylor, and Mr. Joseph Matthews, of
tichmond, Va., wag second to none
rh olo rendered by M Yames

twood, will linger long
in hearts of him: Solo
b Mr Josepn Duet- by
Miss A. V Mrs Ella
Johngon of 1 wis aonl
stirring. Other animated speeches
were made by friends of Richhmond
and Westwood, after which a Zood
collection was lifted by Deacon Dan-
dridge, then we retired to the festi-
val boards where we satisfled the in
ner man. Miss V. A. Taylor (teacher)

of West wood
emony, Ex

School
lward

mistress of cer-
Woodson, secretary

_—

STUDENTS, £3 to $10 Per Day,

the work. There were many speech-

o3 made “The Berean Valley was |
discussed by Rev. R, ©. Woods, of
Stannton. Rev. H. R. Booker, D. D.,
of New York City, also spoke. He|

sald that while he was a citlzen of .
New York yet he was a native of
Virginia and was glad to have the

pleasure of returning to his native
land. He bore greetings from the
Bantiste of New York.

Rev. J. R. L. Diggs, President of
the Virginia Theological Seminary
College, addressed the comvention.

during vacation and odd hours
Iness  easy, honorable,
Goods Highly Meritorious
by 1. 8, Government,
tieulars. SHIPMAN
PLY DEP'T.,
N.Y

profitable
Endorsed
Write for par-
AGENTS SUP-
Lewis Blueck, Buffalo,

WANTED—One or two refined gen-
tlemen for furnished room In pri-
vate family MRS. LOVING, 207
East Leigh Street.

o rmll sl

RGINIA THEOLOGICAL

VMumni Heunion.,

Howaml

May 26, the
n of Howard Un
reanlion extraordl
Rankin Memo-
following program

1909

versity will hold n
Andrew
The

arranged
9:00 A M. B meeting. Very
lmpoertant plans to be considered
11:00 A, M. Address: Representa
tive J. Van Vechten Olcott of New
York fames R. Wilder, M. D., of
Washington, . C
i:60 P, M. Lunch
be the ru the Uniy
and Eeunle
: 0 . M. Cornerstanse
Carnegls Library Cy
Conferring of

UNINeSs

Alumni
reily

will

exls of Class

Departmental
laying of
PO e

Address

the
ment
President W

Degress
am H. Taft
R:00 P. M, Grand Banquet of the
Alummni The cost of plate will Ix
|$1.50, Alumni who expect to be pres

lent muet notify the commiltea Imme
[diately of thelr Intenttons and for
ward remittance to Acting Secre
_I' GeOrs W ook Howard 1'nl
Ve g
|
|
|
| Ihe Case of Mr. Denny
], \ N I A mt
' A i) harg
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n ot '
W NI
{ {
| ' 1 he ' I
! | 1 f_"
I T n the ! Vas | t
i () | ! od i
|
1
|
! Interesting Information,
: It §is ne ' t Hscuss prices
v vant tisf tion L h a
¢ nd R LOnnaencs
rine . t al and it
" onfident T 5
h ¢ of ti Gan
i ¥ LT¢ Vit
‘ 5 tatlors but
1 3 i well |
0r man
Al i 4 oy 'rn
nd ma r'e
show O nd

i representod i
on Main Street, hetween 10th and
11th Streen

Reduced 1les o the commence
ment exercises of the Manassas [n-
dustrial School for Colored Youth
Manassas, Va

The Bouthern Railway offers S

cial rates to the Commencement Ex
eércises of the Mana
School, May 230-31

To
the

s Induastrial

thess
race and

exercises all
of the

friends of

cause are cordi-

E wieek

ally invited

Mr. R. T. Cogbill, of Manchester
Va. who has been sick is improving
slowly

Bus- }

Rev. A. A Graham, D. D. of
Phoebus, Va. was in the city this
to attend the commencement
exercises of Va. Union University
He was accompanied by his two little
buys, Masters Willie and Archie.

—Rev. C. H. McDaniel of Farm-
ville, Va. was in the city this weekx
attending the Commencement of Va.
Unlon University, and called on us.
He has just closed his school having

been teaching in the public schools
for 36 years, A




