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SYNOPSIS

Estelln Benton, left a pennlless orphan,
Bocs Lo Join her brother Charlle, who I8
logeing lumber in Britlsh Columbln,

Charlle tells Stella of his prospeets and
deseribes his primitive manner of Hving.
1o Introduces a nelghbor, aul Abbaey,

Charlie and Stelln proceed to his logging
camp on Roaring Inke. Stella b nghost ot
the barencss of It and Is repelled by the
uncouthness of the lumberincka,

The cook has been dischnrged nnd Stella
does the cooking,  In need of more men,
Charlle borrews o erew from Jaek FPyfo.

CHAPTER V.
Duranco Vlle.

Y Sept, 1 n growlng unensiness
B hardened into distasteful certain-
ty upon Stella, It hnd becomo
her firm resolve to get what money woas
due her when Charlle marketed his logs
and try another tleld of labor. That
ceamp an Roaring luke was hecoming a
wehtmare to her. She hnd no inherent
dislike for work, She was too vibrant-
Iy alive to be lazy, DBut she had had
an overdose of unneenstomed drudgery,
und she wns growlng desperate.  If
there hind been nuything to keep her
mind from continual dwelllng on the
manifold dsngrecablencss she had to
cope with, she might have felt differ-
ently, but there was not,  She ate, slept,
worked—ate, slept, and worked agnin—
LIl every fiber of her being erled out in
protest ngainst the deadening round.

Benton left to make his delivery of
logs to the mil company, and menn-
time Stelln had lelsure to think and
plan for the future, 8he felt that shoe
could not stnnd her surroundings any
longer and determined to tell Chnp-
He so.

Ten days Inter he and s loggers
refurned, all more or less exhilarated
with lquor.  Ile himselt was fairly
mellow and rejoicing over a 6,000,000
foot contract he had secured and which
was to be delivered as early as possiblo
in the spring.

When supper was over, the work
done and the loggers' celebration was
slowly subsiding in the bunkhouse sho
told Cl:mjﬁi vith blunt direetness what
she wanit 'jlo o Bhe woanled to go
to Vancouver and earn her living there.
With cqually blunt direetness he de-
clared thnt he would not permit it
Stelln’s teeth came together with an
angry Mtle ellek.

“I'm of age, Charlle,” she sald to
him. “1t Isn't for you to say what
you will or will not. permit mo to do.
I want that money of mine that you
uged and what I've enrned, God knows
I have earned ft. I ean't stand this
work, and I don’t intend to. It isn't
work; It's slavery.”

“But what ean you do In town?" he
countered, “You haven't the least
iden: what you'd he going up ngninst,
Stell. You've never been away from
home, and you've never hnd the least
training at anything useful. You'd be
on your uppers In no tlme at all. You
wouldn't have a ghost of a chanee.”

“I have such a splendid chanee here,”
she retorted fronically., It 1 could
get In any positlon where 1'd bhe more
lkely to die of sheer stngnation, to
sny nothing of divty drndgery. than in

this forsnken hole T'd like to know
how. I don't think it's possible.”
“You could he a whole lot worse off
if you only knew I, Benton returned
grumpily, "I yon haven't got any
sense about things, I have. 1 know
what o rotten hole Vancouver or any

other seaport town Is for a girl nlene,

I won't let yon make an) foolish break
lHke that, That's fla.”

From”™ thls position she falled to
budge bhlm. Onee angered, partly by
her expressed intention and partly by

)
A

“1 won't let you make any foollsh break
like that. That's flat.”

the outspoken protest against the
mountain of work Ilmposed on her,
‘Charlle refused polnt blank to glve
her elther the $00 ho had taken out of
bher purse or the three months’ wages
due. Having made her request and
having met with this, to her, amazing
refusal, Stella sat dumb. There was
too fino a streak in her to brenk out
in recrlmination. Bhe was too proud
10 cry.

Bo that she went to bed in a ferment
©of belbless rage, Virtunlly sho was a
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prisoner, as uinch 80 as € Charlie Fad
kidnaped her and held her go by brute
force. The cconomle restraint was all
potent.  Without money sho could not
oven leave the camp, And wlen sho
contemplated the dally treadmill be-
fore her sho shuddered,

At least she could go on strike, ITer
round cheelk flushed with the bitterest
anger she had ever known,  8he sat
with eyes burnlng into the darlk of her
sordid room anmd vowed that the thirty
loggers should die of slow starvation
It they did not et until she cooked
another meal for then.

She was still Lot with the spirlt of
mutiny when oorning caome, but she
cooked brenkfast. It was not In her {o
act ke n petulant child,  Mornlng nlso
brought a different aspect to things,
for Charlle toid her while hoe helped
prepare breakfast that he was golng
to take his crow nmd repny in labor
the help Jnck IPyfe had glven him,

“While we're there Jaek's eook will
feed all hands,” snid e, “And by the
thue we're through there 'l hnve
things fixed so {t won't be such hard
polng for you here, Do you want to
go alimg to Jack’s camp 7"

“No" she nnswoered shortly, *1 don't.
I would mueh prefer to got away from
this lnke nltogether, as 1 told you last
night.”

“You might ns well foreot that no-
tlon," he =akl stubbornly. *“1've pot a
Httle pride fn the matter, 1 don't want
my slster dradaling at the only kind of
work she'd e able to earn o Hving ot

“You're perfectly willing to have me
drudge here,” she flashed hack,

“That's Aillerent,” he defended. *And
It's only temporary, I'll be making
real money hetore long,  You'll get
your share It you'll have a littlle Pt

tlence and put your shoulder {o the

wheel,  Lord, I'm doing the bLest 1
cun”
“Yes, for yourself,” she relurned.

"You don't secin to consider that I'm
entitled to as much faiv play ns you'd
bave to' necord one of your men. I
don't want you to hand me an cnsy
Hving on a silver snlver, AN I want
of you {8 what is mine and the priy-
flego of using my own judgment. I'm
auite capable of taking care of myself,”

If thore had heen opportunity to en-
large on that theme they might have
come to another verbal eclash, but Ben-
ton never lost sight of his primary ob-
Ject. The gettlng of breakfast and
putting hls men about thelr work
promptly was of more Imporlance to
him than Stelin's griovance,
Inefplent storm dwindled & a sullen
mood on her part. DBreakfast over,
Benton loaded men and tools abonard a
scow hitehed bestde the bhoat. 1le ye-
peated his invitatlon, and Stella re-
fused, with a sarcastic refleetion on
the company she would be compelled
to keep there,

The Chicknmin, with her tow, drew

off, and she was alone agaln,

“Marconed once more,” Stelln sald
to herself when the little steambont
slpped behind the first jutting point.
“Oh, if T could just be a man for
awhile!"

Some time during the next forenoon
she went southerly along the lnke shore
on foot without object or destination,

merely to satisfy in some measure the |

restless craving for action. When she
returned to camp at 2 o'clock, driven
in by hunger, Jdack Fyfe sat on the
doorstep.

“ITow de do? I've come to bring
you over to my place,” he announced
quite easually,

“Thanks. ['ve alrendy declined one
pressing fnvitation to that effect,” Stel-
la returned dryly.  ifis waiter of faci
assurance rather nettled her,

A woman always has the privilege
of changing her mind,” Fyfe smiled,
“Charlle Is golng to be at my camp
for at least three weeks. It'Il rain
soon, and the days'll be pretty gray and

dreary and lorcsome.
well pack your war
along,”

8he stood uncertalnly.

You might as
bag and comeo

Iler tongue

_ beld ready a blunt refusal, but she did

not utter it, and she did not know why.

“I haven't had any lunch,” she tem-
porlzed., *“Ilave you?p”

Ho shook lis head.

“I rowed over here before 12
Thought I'd get you back to camp In
time for dinner. You know,"” he sald,
with a twinkle In his blue eyes, “a
logger never eats anything but a meal.
A lunch to us Is n snack that you put
in your pocket. I guess we lnclk tone
out here. Wea haven't got past the
breakfast-dinner-supper stage yet, Taoo
busy making the country fit to llve In.”

“You have a tremendous job in hand,”
she observed.

“Oh, maybe,”” he laughed. “All in
the way you look at it, Bults some of
us. Well, if we get to my enmp before
B the cook might feed us. Come on.
You'll get to hating yourself if you
stay here nlone till Charlle's through.”

Why not? Thus she parloyved with
herself, one hnlf of her minded to
stand upon ler dignity, the other part
of her urging acquiescence In his wish
that wag almost a command. Bhe was
tempted to refuse just to see what he
wounld do, but she reconsidered that.
Without any logical foundation for the
feellng, she was shy of pitting her will
agaiust Jack Fyfe's. Iitherto quite
sure of herself, schooled In self posses-

glon, it was a new and disturbing ex-

—

e e

S0 the |

THE

brcte o o Ston e

Perfende to ¢ome I contaef with thnf
subtle, analysls defying quality which
carrles the possessor thereof stralght
to his or her gonl over all opposition,
which Indeed many times stifles all op-
positlon,  Foree of #harneter, overmns-
terlng personnlity, emanation of sheer
will, she conid not say In what terms
It should Lo described.  Whatever it
was, Jack Fyfe had it It exlsted, n
factor to be reckoned with when one
dealt with hlm.  For within twenty
minutes she had pucked a sult case
full of clothes and was embarked in
hils rowbont,

e sent the Mghtly bullt craft easlly
through the water with regular, offort-
loss: strokes,  Stelln sat In the stern,
fueing him.  Out past the north horn

“Why did you mako a point of coming
for mo?" ahe asked bluntly.

of the bay she broke the sllence that
had fallen between them.

“Why did you mnke a polnt of coms-
Ing for me?” she asked bluntly.

Fyfe rested on his onrs a moment,
looking at her In his direct, unembar-
rasseil way,

“1 wintered once on the Stiekine,”
he sald. My partner pulled out be-
fore Christimns and never canme back,
It was the first time I'd ever heen alone
fnmy life. 1 wasn't a much older linnd
fn the countey than you arve.  Four
months without hearing the sound of
o humnn voice— stark alone, I got so
I talked to myselt out lond before
spring.  Ho 1 thought—well, 1 thought
I'd come nnd bring you over to foo
Mrs, 1lowe.”

Stella sat gazing at the slow moving
panorama of the lake shore, her chin
in her hand.

“Thank you," she snld at last, and
very goently,

I'yfe looked at her a minute or more
a queer, half amused exprossion creep.-
ing Into his eyes.

“Well,” he suld finnlly, “I might as
; well tell the whole truth, I've heen
thinking about you quite a 1ot lately,
Miss Stelln Benton, or I wouldn't have
thought nbout you getting lonesome.”

e amiled ever mo- falntly, o meved

gomo curious, Intent antagonfsm™ Des
tween them,  She puzzled over that n
1ittle,

But she did not spend
puzzllng over Jack Fyfe. Once out of
her sight she forgot him, It was balm
to her louely soul to have some one of
her own sex for company.,  What Mrs,

much  time

made up in homely perception and un-
assuming kindliness,  Ier husband was
Fyfe's foreman,  She herself was not
a permanent fixture in the canmp.  They
had o cottuge at Roaring Springs,
where she spent most of the time so
that thelr three children could be In
school. '
“I was up here all through vacatlon,”
shie told Stella,  “But Lefly he got to
howlin' about hein’ left alone shortly
after school started again, so I got my
slster to look after the kids for a spell
while T stay., I'l be goin' down nbout
the time Mr, Benton's through here.”
Stella eventually went out o take a
look around the eamp. A hard beaten
path led off toward where rose tho dis-
tant sounds of logging work, the pon-
derons crash of trees nnd the puft of
the donkeys.  She followed that a little
way and presently enme to n knoll some
800 yards above the beneh, There she
pauscul to look and wonder euriously,
A noble streteh of lnke and mountain
sprend ont before her goaze.  Stealght
aeross the lnke two deep elefts in the
eastern range opened on the water five
miles apart.  She could see the white
ribbon of fonming cnseades In eneh,
Between 1iftal n
on the akewanrd slope of this stood a
tereible =car of o stide, yellow and
brown, rizing 20ud foot from the shore,
A vaporous wisp of elomd hung alonge

acrial lanner o snow eapped phinacele
Phoeer B tE T N It the infinite Wae

Howe lncked in the higher culture she |

greal o mountain, and J

the top of the slide and above llll}il
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~Bhe went buck (o The house fo con-
verse upon domestic matters with Mrs,
ITowe until the shrilling of the donkey
whistle bronght forty-odd lumberjacks
swinging down the teafl.

Behind them a litle way eame Juck
Fyfe with sngging ercel. e did not
stop to exhibit his eateh, but half an
hour Iater they were served hot and
erlsp at the table In the big lving
room, where Fyfe, Stelln and Charlie
Benton, Lefty Howe and hls wife sot
down together,

A man from the enmp kitehen served
the meal and eleared it awny., For an
hour or two after that the three men
gat about in shirt sleeved ense, putling
at Jack PFyfe's elgars. Then Benton
exeused  himself and  went to bed,
When Towe and his wife retired Stella
did lkewise,  The long twilight had
dwindled to omisty puteh of Heht sky
I the northwest and she foll asloep

pmore ol ease than she hind been for

weeks,  Sitting In Joack Fyfe's living
room through (hat evening she had be-
gun to formulnte a philosophy to fit her
enforeed environment—to live for the
day only and avoid thought of the fu-
ture until theve loomed on the horizon
some prospect of a future worth think-
Ing nbout. The present looked pagsable
enough, she thought, It she kept her
mind screietly on it alone., And with
that Iden to guide her she found the
days slide by smoothly, She got on
famously with Mrs, Howe, finding that
woman full of virtues unsuspected in
her type.

Altogether she spent n telerably pleas-
ant three weeks,  Autumn's gorgeous
paintbrush  Inid  wonderful coioring
upon the maple and alder and bireh
that lined the lake shore. The fall run
of the salmon was on, nnd every stream

(Continued on Bixth Pago.)

«lnes,

no oure for them

‘wanelor, Batla, Cancar in Ite we

| movement of the corners of hig mouth,

at the pink flush which rose quickly In
t hor cheeks and  then resumed  his
- stendy pull at the oars.

Except for a greater number of bonrd
¢ shacks and a Inrger aren of stump and
ttop Httered waste lmmedlately behind
L it, Iyfe's headguarters, outwardly at
l least, differed littlo from her Lrother's
teamp, Jaeck led her to a long log
_structure with a shingle roof, which
ffrom its more substantinl appenranee

she Judged to Le his personnl domlcelle.
A plump, smiling woman  of forty
j Breeted hier on the threshold.  Onee
within, Stelln percelved that there was,
I faet, considernble difference in Mr,
+ Fyfe’s habitation. There was a great
stene flreplace, before which D casy

chairy Invited restful lounging. ‘The
floor was overlald with thick rugs
{ which deadened her footfalls,  With

no pretense of ornamental decoration,
the room held an alr of homely com-
fort.

“Come In here and lay off your
things,” Mrs. Iowe beamed on ler
“If T'd 'n' known you were livin' so
close we'd hinve been ncquainted a
weel ago, though I ain't got rightly
settled here myself. My land, theso
men are such clnms! I never knowed
til this mornin’ there was any white
woman at this end of the lake besldes
myeelf.”

She showed Stella into. a bedroom.
It boasted an ewnmel washstand with
taps which yielded hot and cold water,
neatly curtained windows and a deep
seated morrls chalr, Certainly Fyfe's
housechold accommodation was far su-
perlor to Charlle Benton'’s, Stella ex-
pected the man'’s home to be rough and
ready llke himself, and in a mensure
it was, but a comfortable sort of rough
and readiness. She took off her hat
and had a critieal survey of herself in
1a mirror, nfter which she had just time
to brush her hair before answering
Mrs, Ilowe's call to a “eup of tea.”

The cup of tea resolved itself into a
well cooked and well served meal, with
china and linen amnd other unexpected
tablo accessorics which agreeably sur-
ipﬂsm‘l her.  Inevitably she made com-

parisons, somewhat tinctured with nat-
ural envy. If Charlle would fix his
place with a few such household lux-
urles life In thelr camp would be more
nenrly bearable desplte the long hours
of disagreenble work, As It was—well,
the unrelleved dlscomforts were begin-
ning to warp her outlook on every-
thing,

Fyfe maintained his habltual sparsity
of words while they ate the food Mra,
Howe brought on a tray hot from the
cook’s outlylng domain, When they fin-
ished he rose, took up hig hat and help-
; ed himself to a handful of cigars from
a box on the fireplace mantel,

“I guess you'll be able to put in the
time, all right,”” ho remarked, “Make
yourself at home., If you take a notion
to read there's a lot of books and mag-
azines in my room, Mrs. Howe 'll show
y{’u.lf

He walked out. Stelln was consclous
of a dlstinet relief when he was gone,
8he had somehow experienced a recur-
rence of that peculiar feeling of need-
Ing to be on her guard as if thero wero
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L. J. HAYDEN
Manufacturer of Pure Herb‘{

Medicines

W. Broad, Richmond
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DO YOU LOVE HBALTH?

It 8o, call and gee .. J, HAYDEN, Manufactur-
| or of Pure Herb Medlelnes, 220 W. Broad Street !

My Medicineg will cure you, or no charge, no
mattor what your disease, slckness or affliction
may be, and restore you to perfect health, Hun-
dreda of poople, the best and leading oneg in the
Ulnlted Btates and Burope, have testifled that I am one of the most won-
derful healers of all complaints In the world,
harks, gum, balsams, leaves, eeed, beorries, flowers and plants In my medi-
They have cured thousands that the most skillful and best hospital | e
shyslclans in America and Burope have given up to dle and sald thore was
My Medicines cure thg following dlseascs: Heart Digense
3lood, Kidney, Bladder, Btricture, Pilea {n any form, Vertigo, Quinsy, Bore
Throat, Dyapepsia, Indigestion, Comnstipation, Rheumatism in any form,
Palng and Achos of sny kind, Colds, Bronchial Troubles, 8kin Diseases, all
Itching Bensations, Female Comnplaints, LaGrippe, Pneumonia, Ulcer, Car-
w without the uge of knife or inatru-
ment, Hezema, Pimples on face and body, Didbétes of- Kidneyw, Brigh |
My Madicines curée any disease, no matter what na-
rure, or your money refunded. Medicines sent anywhere.
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I uge nothing but herbs, roots,

For full par-

Day Phone, Ran. 4903
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VALLEY BURIAL COMPANY

FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND EMBALMERS
475" Spacious Rooms for Meetings and FEntertainments. &
Office and Warerooms

Thos. D. Rodgers, Pres.; W. A. Price, Treas.; Nathanlel Roy, Manager
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AN OPPORTUNITY

FOR MUSIGIANG -

CRACK COLORED MUSICIANS WANTED FOR

THE FAMOUS 15TH INFANTRY BAND, OF NEW

YORK. WIRE OR WRITE, LIEUT. JAS. REESE

EUROPE, 15TH INFANTRY ARMORY, 2217.7TH
AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.

ephone.

'PHONE, MAD. 577

4. 0. PRICE, Z12EAST LEIGH STREET,

FUNERAL DIRECTOR, EMBALMER AND
LIVERYMAN

All orders promptly filled at short notice by telegraph or tel-
Halls rented for meetings and nice entertainments,
Plenty of room with all necéssary conveniences. Large Picnic
or Band Wagons for hire at reasonable rates and nothing but
first-class Carriages, Buggies, etc.
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RICHMOND, Va. |

(Residence next door) L

S Soedeatdfedes

PHOTO8—We Offer you the Latest and Most Artistic Photos at a
More Moderate Figure than you can Obtaln Hlsewhere. SBpectal
Attention Pald to Childrea.
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FIIESH MRATH, VEGETADLES

FISH AND OYBTERS.
THONE—MADISON 1037,

BOARD AND LODGING

BY THH DAY OR WEHK.
Bervice in Good Locality.
i Tarma Reagonable,

MRS, BOOKER T, LEFTWIOH
810 N. S8econd Street, Richmond, Va.
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SAVE COUPONS

WORK AND BAVHE UP PLANET
JOUPONB AND GHT' AN UMBRELLA
,OR A PHONAGRAPH—BOTH ARE
GQO0OD. B8EE ADVERTISEMENTS
IN THIS IS8SUHR AND BTART TO
WORK IMMEDIATRHELY.
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727 N. SECOND ST.
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YOU BY YOUR FURNITURE NOW!

When you can get Furnture and
Rugs from an Old Hetablished house
ke JURGENS8—that’'s known to egell
the beat quality goods, just as reason-
?. able as elsewhero—why not glve your
ifriends a good impression. It will
‘slve us the greatest pleasure to ghow
| you our wonderful gtock of home
making comfort glving Furniture and
Rugs and—don’t fail to agk our sales-
men about our banking plan which
glves you 6, 10 or 15 months In
which to pay for any purchage.

CGHAS. 6. JURGENS SON

DETABLISHED 1880 I

ADAMS AND BROAD '

Your subzoription to Tum Riomwomn

Prawer ls due,

Have you paid #t?
H uet, why met?

THIRD AND CLAY STS.-~NORTHWEST

SAVINGS BANK

WRITE OR VISIT US AR
CORNER.
WALTER T, DAVIS, Car—ren

RAILROADS

Richmond, Frederickshurg & Potomac R. R.

To and Crom Wasldogton snd beyond - Dally.

Lov. Itleh'd At 606 AM | Ar. Rlch'd 4 7.50 AM
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NORFOLK & WESTERN.
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NORFOLK, *0:186 A. M., *0:00 A, M., 5180 P,
M., “4:00 V. M.
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"0:06 1. M., *0:00 P. M., *11:80 P, M.
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0. H. BOSLEY, D. P. A., hichmoad, Va.
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