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(Coal Famine
in Chicago

It Affects Both the Middle Classes and
the Very Poor. A A Harvest for the
Owner of Steam-Heated Flats. A A A

Much like the fabled cry of “Wolf!'
Wolf!”

when there was no wolf, has

been the cry, year

" after Year, of a
ceming coal fam-
ine in Chicago,and
much like the ¢li-
max of the old fa-
ble the famine
the

ceased

came aflter

public 1

to fear it, and has

found those on
whomit falls heav-

easl pre-

He is Qut of Business is some an-

Now. it

Iiracite coal in
Fo @t € presei , coal that

IS Tor sale [ yigel I coa
1= 1« af price to the

pai o 1t e Wha are no
i \ i taina-

. \] i\ 1 1 |83 ) \

o ] 4 1 He Wi

I'he wav is

It is the large whaole di r who
bas the ceoal; he man O P
from the mine in t nd
who sells it eithe i o1
Il!;v half-dozen tens 1o the small re-
tailer or direct to the consumer. The

small merchant, the man who buys of

the wholesaler und deals not with the
mines direct, is practically out of busi-

ness and has no coal to sell, the whole-
saler is providing him with none, and
he bas no standine with the mines

Go into almost any portion of the

city where reside the working classes;

the people who are dependent upon
daily, weekly or monthly wages of the
gptores and factories, and you may see

a number of these small coal offices
closed up. It is useless for them to
keep open; the proprietors have not
sufticient c¢oal to heat their
fi tl ey bave

any price. The

own of-

lmlhil:; to sell at

ir trade has been umong
families whose demunds were for heat-
ing fuel, the combine of the larger
merchants has not allowed them fo
sell to the factories, and =o they have
sold but little except anthracite, bul
now it is almest impossible for them
to get even soft coul so great has the
demand on the part of their larger
competitors become,

What is the result of this so faras

i= concerned?

the smail consnmer
He goes to the
man who has coa

to sell, to the mat

who brings it f
|the mines, to get
a much-needed
supply, and is pre-
pared to pay a
lxif.!]l |)!’:n"- for the
necessity.

“What is coal
worth?” he asks,

rht dollars a

ton.” isthe reply
The price rather Has the Cf).a! But Won't
surprises him,itis Sall.
much lower than was to have been ex-
pected.
“Will you send

asks the would-be purchaser

me ou!f about a ton

of the black diamonds
“Of whom have vou been buying coal
before?” comes the quick reply from

the man with co@gto sell, -

“From a man | knew out my way

He used to run a coal office, but he is
: | out now.”

“Well, we can’t supply youn now at
any price. We bhave only enough coal
to take care of our regular customers, |
1f vou had been buving coal of us be-
fore we would be glad to take care
of you now, but, you s€e, we hav te
look after our regular customers,”™

Either the would-be purchaser gets

some such an answer as that, or he is

turned away with the information
that the order will be received and the
coal delivered some time during the
coming summer. In either case he
must make the most of anempiy coal
bin witii the thermometer at a dan-
gerously low point,

And so it is that the large dealer

is sowing the seed of a fruitful harves

another year.

will take wo further

'he purchasing publie
chances, for a

vear or itwo at least, with the smal!

dealer. They will buy from the man
who can supply their wanfs in times
of emergencies, should they arise

again. In the meantime they econo-

mize on the pickets of their back

ter,

There is vet another class on whom

the coal famine has fallen with great
severity, a cl
who

ass
never
buyers of

have
been
coal, and yet who
have depended
upon it for such
heat as If:r.\ could
get. They are the
the
denizens of the
tenement

l

\"l_\' lHlU!':

dis-
triets.

The fuel supply
of this class has
been picked up

Searching for the
e along the railway
tracks and in the streets. They are
the gleaners of the city. With bag and
basket they travel the railway right
of way, or the streets, and watch for
each stray bit of coal that has dropped
from car or wagon. It is the children
of the poor who are engaged in this
search for fuel. No bit is too small
to escape the eager eye of the half-
frozen little girl as she dodges in and
out among the railway cars, or takes

e

_— -

vard fence and hope for an open win- |

‘a long chance at death under the feet
{of the truck horses. Her business is to
I provide fuel for shivering brothers and
|eisters at her one-room home, and
without fuel life is worse than death.
{ In faet it is doubtful if these chil-
;'lrrn of the tenements ever think of
|the terribie chances they take; death
{to them has no terrors when com-
pared with a fireless winter's day,
| To these litile gleaners the lessened
{Fupply of coal means lessened oppor-
ilnnixir.m From every car of coa
|*very wagon-load of the fuel, so many
i!mup; must fall, but when the cars
|come not from the mines, when the
]

wagons stand at the stables for lack

,irom

|of something to haul, the lumps fail
i to fall and the fires cease to burn,

Along the tracks of the railwavs
{coming into Chicago from the east
‘:Iw;x\v been favorite gleani

r:. grounds
! for this class of the population in other
i\\in‘.rl'\. But this winter the bump
)un«f Jar of the trains fail to loosen
| the small black lumps and send them

over the protect

| g sides in any con-

|siderable quantities for the reason
|

:H‘;d these roads are carrying into the
jtity but a comparatively small quan-
1!il‘\ of fuel,

‘ T AT
l There is, this winter, no diminution
in the number of these
though there is a

great diminution
in the, at all
{Yimes, meager har-
vest, and for this
lreason thefiresare
burning unusually
low throughout
the cheerless ten-
Ements,
In every winter
one of the great-

est calls upon the

charitable organ-

The Winter Fire
Burns Low.

izations is for fuel,
and thiswinterthe
demand is greatly increased through
no fault of the city's poor. In fact,
{ of all the charity that is dispensed in

Chicago, but little goes to those whose

| misfortunes are of their own making.
It is customary (o attribute to drunke
enness about 90 per cent, of the pov-

ertv met with in the tenement dis-

tricts, but this is a mistake, The lead-
lers of several of the larger organiza-
| tions for charity made a careful study
of causes of poverty during the past

|investigated are aonle to give us accu-

year, and out of 2418 cases car fully

| rate information and percentages as

follows:
| Inability to secure emplo . 97
Insufficient or pooriy paiae meu 81
i ill health or physics ¢ et

{ or sickness (temporary disuhil

tion

INTEMPETrENCR i.cvannesssoansnspronsnass S
O BEE .. Jois s apsssane ” 9
Lack of properly directed energ8y.....ceue 88
| Preference tor dependence Rl s S g s O

It is not possible to disbelieve these
ficures, secured after months ol care-

ful researeh and by competent in-

vestigators, and ye they show less
than seven per cent. of the total that
can be attributed to drunkennes, and
only a trifle over three per cent. that

attributed to indolence,

may be
i It is ficures such as these that give
| encouragseent 1o organizations ne

the Salvation Army, the Chicago Bu-
reau of Charities, the Relief and Aid
Ihey

show that the organizations are work-

society, and dozens of others,

ing for the unfortunate, rather than
lll.-‘ willfully indolent or the drunkard.

And it is not the drunkard, or the
drunkard’s family, among the poor
upon whom falls the shortage of codl
in the greatest numbers® Even though
money,

provided with the necessary

this class of people cannot buy coal of
the dealers who have it to sell under
present conditions, and they mnst be

and are being supplied by the charity

oroanizations who are findine the

fuél question the hardest they have

had to meet in years of labor among

the poor.

But * "tis an ill wind that blows no-
body good,” and so it is with the coal

short:

blowing tenants
and dollars to the
landlord s of
steam-heated flats,

Just  as New
York is a eity of
hotels, and Brook-
Ivn and [Dhiladel-
phia are cities of
homes, so is Chi-
ciago a city of
flais. More than

one-half of the

Steam.Heated Flats

population of the
Are Popular.

n'E).\' reside n
but for the past year or more
tend-

resi-

flats,
there hnd seemingly
from this class of

been a
| ency away
dences, and separate houses were
coming more and more into demand,
To-dav, because of the coal famine,

there is a mad seramble for flats, and

rents in the great apartment build-
inzs are soaring skyward. Five, six
aud seven-room apartments that

! would have rented last May at from
$13 to $
had for a third more than that. It
is the landlord’s harvest.

The unhappy mortal who is fated to

5 per month cannot now e

;l\\'rll in a climate where heat is nec-
| gssary finds it much more pleasant to
Lh;lrl\ up against a heated steam coil
{in a flat building than to attempt 1o
':ge-t heat from a radiator from his own
fornace far which he must supply the
| coal: or to swear fluently at the jani-
.1«,1- and order him to dig deep into
the landlord’s coal bin, instead of dig-
ging deep into his own at a ‘m..v \.T“‘-‘“
| the replenishing of the coal suppiy 18
| one of the uncertainties of life.
Aliogether the flat li\\l'l.h'l" is not
greatly to be pitied, especially this
WRIGHT A. PATTERSON.
e ettt
Pity the Model.
Briggs—Where are you going? -
Diges—To my drawing lesson. I'm
in the dental school—Harvard Lam-
poon. e

winter,

oy e

MODERN BANK METHODS.

fhey Were Not Approved hy Old Man
Johnaon, One of the Pioneers
of Texas.

When civilization reached Pine Hill
City a bank was established, and one
of the first customers says the Galves-
ton News, was old man Johnson. A
few days later he wanted money, and
entered the place with a gun in his
hand.

“Want some mone ¥ to-day ?" queried

the president. *“Weli, it's ready for
you.”
“*Say, I dow't understand,” ex-

claimed the old man, as he backed off.

“I'm here to hold this bank up for $30.”

“But you don't hdve to.

Just sign

CAME TO HOLD UP THE BANK.

this check, and ['ll hand you

_\IDH!‘

money,
“And I don't _-,ri{ or shoot?”
“XNo.”
“And the

me "’
SN

“I can’t do it

sheriff don’t come after

Put your name to this.”

can’t do it, nchow.”

said the old man, with a choke in his

voice, “If that's the new way of doin’

things I'm out af it. want my money,

but 1 want
“Well, have it the old way, then.”

it in*the old way."”

The old man tramped forward to the

cashier's window, rested the muzzle

of his gun on the fedge and velled out:

“Come down or youare adead man!”™
“Certainly. Here's thirty.”
“And—and is that all there is to it?”
“That’s all.,”

“Then I'll be hanged if I want it,”
he said, and he threw the money back
and went outdoors and sat down on
a barrel of sugar in front of a grocery
and shed fears.

SONNY GOT A LESSON.

How an New

Waoman Cared Her Boy of the

Ingenious

smoking Habit.

Nearly all smokers remember the

time when first they essayed to “be

like a man” and smoke a pipe, a

cigavetie or cigar, and will appreciate

the sufferings of the New Eng

land lad
whose mother caught him in the act
of pufting a cigarette.
must
smoke, why not be manly and smoke a
cigar? Come with me.” And she led
him into the house and
upon him a large, black roll of tobacco
and brought him a light and sat down
by him while he enjoyed the fragrant
weed.

She was with him, too, when hislow-

“My boy," she said, “if you

bestowed

er lip began to tremble and his eyes to

“I'M G-G-GOING TO D-DIE."

grow yellow and a wave of chalky

whiteness overspread his face.

* ghe said in her

“Nice cigar, isn'tit?

pleasant way. “Don't you find it so?

couldn’t steady his voice

sufficiently to reply, but he forced him-
self to take another puff and when his

The boy

hand with the cigar in it dropped he
gave the smoldering thing a glance
that expressed nothing but the deep-
loathing.

“I always like the looks of these
said his mother.

nice, large cigars,”
“They seem so0-

“P-p-please d-dor’t, mother,” gasped
the boy.
d-die.”

Twenty minutes later he promised
in a broken voice that he would never
again attempt to smoke until she told
him he was old enoungh to begin,

“I-I-think I'm g-g-going to

s

Aatomatie Fever Alarm.

A novel eontgivance has been intro-
duced in fhe PParis hespitals. It is a
little apparatus which is put under the
arms of a fever patient, and so con-
structed that on the temperature
reaching a dangerous height it rings a
bell, summoning doctor and nurse.

Studcering on the Increaase.
Stuttering children &ve numerous
in the schools of Germany, and it is
thought the ailment is contagious. At
present there are 80,000 school chil-
dren in that country whose speech is

thus aﬁﬁecterdf -

England |

ATTENTION LADIES!"

-Hair Restorer.—

All wno are dersirous of having
a beautiful suit of hair, or if yom
hair is falling out, you ehould get
a bottle of Hairoline, better known
as the Renowned Hair Restorex
Oriental Complexion Cre m ao
cures all skin diseases and makes
the skin like velvet. Price, 25¢ to
75¢ per bottle,

Treatment of the
Scalp

STRAIGHTENING A SPECIALTY.

All kinds of implements ana
toilet articles for sale,
1304 4th Street Northwest.
Agency at THE BEE Office.

Skin and

J. B.Babney,

Funeral Directer
Hiring. L.very and Sale Stable
carriages hired for funerals
ties, balls, receptions, etc.

Horses and carnages kept in
first-class atyle ana satisfation
guaranteed. Busines at 1132 3rd
Street, N. W. Main Otiice Branch
at 222 Alfred Street, Alexandria,
Va. . ’

Telephone for Office Main 1527

Telephene call for Stable Main

1452-5,

Bur Stableg, [n
Freeman's Blley

Vhere 1 can accommodate fifiy
horses. Call and inspect our
new and modern caskets and in-
vestigate our methods of doing
First-class wor k.

1182 érd St. n. w.
] H. DABNEY,
Proprietor,

JES’ HAD TO WALK.

Wanderings of Negro Boy in Search
of Booker Washington and

His School,

A colored youngster, 13 years of age,
by the name of Caleb Joshua Me-
il}lih“:\'ll 1 the “ii}\i('\\'
otlice of the supervisors of city chari-
ties in Baitimore the other afternoon,
tand asked that he be transported to
| Tuske gee, Ala., in order that be might
attend Booker T. Washington’s school
there, I'he little fellow said he had
been traveling in search of Washing-

i Fadden,
|

ton and his school for about a vear,

during which 1ime he has subsisted
principally on gingersnaps,

According to b

is story he first heard
of the achool about a year ago from a

4

“JES' HAVE TE
white lady who stopped at his home
in Williamsburg county, S. ( where

i he was engaged in picking eotton and
| killing -tobaceo worms. He
fired with the ambition to be a

educator of his

at
race, and one dark

night he stole away from home and

started on
Caleb strolled all over the south, he
said, being d

ted ‘“.\ one person and
another, and a few

gays ago was
amazed to find himself in Washingion.

In this city, he s¢ 1

learned

1id, he first
that the school of learning which he
had been
Alabama.
visited
authorities advised him

seeking was far away in
He went to Baltimore and
Morgan college there. The
to see the
supervisors of charities in the hope

that they would send him to Tuskegee,

i The supervisors, however, stated that
they were unable to send him to the
school, and the little fellow left the

headquarters with the remark that he

guessed*he’d “jes’ have ter walk.”
Caleb said to a Washington Star cor-
respondent that he
snaps becansg he ecould get more of
them for 13 ¢cents than he could of any-

'.h‘I";”v Ise in the eatis

line,
A Cane of Telepathys
A curious case of teleputhy is ree
p_ox‘te'l from Athens. M. Lazare Ly-
rites, a Greek sculptor, was quietly
talking 1o his wife, when suddenly ha
became greatly excited and 'm:ﬂur; ut-

ADVE

THE WASHINGTON BEE

HOLIDAY AT e,

J0HN RICKLES' BUFFET

—ALL KINDS OF—

Wines, Liguors,
ud Ciges,

chli\“h.’h Beer 5c per bottle.
holt Whiskey f1.00 per Quart
drink. i )

Over.-
10¢ per

Cor. 6th and C Streets N orthwest.
Washington, D. .

Elegant Club Rye Whiskey -

J.F,.KEEN N
WHOLESALE LIQUOR ek £

e G —
462 PENN. AVENUE, N. w.

Washingten, D, C,

Kstablished 1883,
Telephone Connection.

6 LO0iS Roulhsehiaco,

RECTIFIERSand WHOLRSALS

®LIQUOR DEAS

Sole Distributors of James E. Pepper
Whiskey. Proprietors of Silver
Crezek Rye.
Represented by Sam Rethschild.

Marlin

-32 Cal.High PressureSmokeless
IN MODEL 1893

E are prepared to lurnish

our full line of Model *93

rities, soi:d &nd take down,
for the ncw .32 Caliber HIGH
PRESSURE SMOKELESS carnt-
ridge. This size uses & 165-grain
bullict and bas a velocity of over
2,000 feet per second, making It
the most powerful cariridge made
for an Amcrican arm, with the ex-
ception of the . 30-40 U, S. Army.
It is sufficiently deadly for any
game koown in North Am .
hier great advantage is that
barre’s are bored and rifled (but
not chamber 11y the same as
the regular . 32-40 Marlin, one turn
in 16 inches. This makes the use of
der and lead bullets as
ry and convenient as in &
ack powder rifle.

This vize is the first high-pres-
sure 2 developed in this country
for a cailber larger than .30, sod
the first to use 3 siow enough
twist to give best results with
black powdcr ammunition.

Prices same 25.30-30 MARLIN,

120-page cat log of rifies, shot.
gUNS, ammunition, €fc., cover in
9 culors, mziled for three stamps.

THE MARLIN FIRE ARMS CO.
§ NEW HAVEN,

CONNECTICUT

B

became

. i
s search for the school. |

lived i spre |
ived on ginger

tering incomprehensible phrases,
When his excitement had x.ub-idedl
somewhat he told his wife that he
bad heard a voice saying that his
brother’s wife was dead. The sculp- |
tor ead his wife noted the date and |
hour of this strange occurrence, and
some days later a letter was received
announcing that the lady in question
bad died exactly at this time at a
place 600 1miles distant.—London

— - — -
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+SUBSCRIBE NOW..

IF you want a beautiful
Brooche, a Hsard Painted
M mature Picture FKEE
Snd #t orce YOUR PHO"
TOGRAPH on Tin-Type
and Receive a Hand Paint
ed Frooche. These brooch*
es a;e put in rolled gold
frames, Everyoneguaran®
teed. end cre dollar for
6 months subscription for
THE BEE or two dallars
for one year, If you sep
in your subscrintion .or
six months with your pict*
ure you wili receive one
Brooch of yourself or any
one whose picture you may
send, One Years subscrip®
tion wil! entitle you to
Two Brooches. Cail and
see samples or send your
Subsr iption wth Photo
graph or tin-type to

¢ Bee Priling (o,
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