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INVISIBLE IN SLEEP,

Fish Have Ability to Change from
Bright to Pale Hues,

“That file ish iz asleep,”
attendant.

“How do yeu know,” the vigitor
to the aquarium asked. “But I can’t
gea him by the wa;.”

“That's how I know. He, I'k
many other fish, changes color on 20-
ing off. Awake he is mottled with
yrown and dark olive green, a hand-
some, sombrely splendid object.
Asleep he is a pallid gray, with da~k-
er wings and tall, a ghost of a file
fish, practiczlly invisible.

“Many of the weaker fish, espec-
fally in the tropics, have this abil-
ity to change from a bright to a pale,
vague hue when they sleep. Thus
they sleep safely. Otherwise their
Alumber would end between a bigger
fish’'s jaws

sa'd the
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A wonderful natural dispensation |

isn't it. Suppose you were & crimi-
ever you grew tired you could throw
yoursef under a tree and doze off,
eonscious that in your sleep no one
could see you?”’—New York Sun.

No Soft Bed for Him,
There is an immensely rich man in
New York who never slept on a bed
or eiderdown, goose feathers, felt,
hair or excelsior. When a boy, he
slept on a pallet of straw. When a
young man his bed was an old-fash-
joned shuck mattress in the making
of which he assisted to the extient
of sorting the shucks. In the army
(1861-°65) he was glad to sleep cn
the ground.
neer, he reposed on g puncheon; and
now, rolling in wealth, goes to hed
every night on a trundle bed which
he bought from his aged “nigger
mammy.” Thig affair is not over
fourteen incheg high, and is corded
up with half-inch hemp. There
1o mattress, and of course there are
no springs. A rag quilt covers the
opes, another covers his body as he
Jleeps. His health is superb New
York Press.

How the Scarecrow Er.ns Wages.
’ As he stands in the middle of the
flat Suffolk field there is little to

| show that he is not the ordinary in-
' animate scarecrow He stands mo-
tionless for flve minutes at a time,
and only when a bird is tempted by
the fresh corn just appearing above
the ground does he show any sign of
life. But then it is that the scare-
gcrow moves; he hits an old tin can
with the rusty handle of a shove! and
frightens the birds and makes them
fly quickly out of sight. So he
spends his day this old bent man and
at the end he is paid 18 penoce. He
ife the
Daily Mail

Forest Fires,
There is one feature which does
t always enter into expert esti-
:sates of the world’'s timber supplies,
and that is the terrible prevalence
of destructive forest fires which an-
nually devastate enormous tracts
both in the United States and Canada

terrible outbreaks in a few days, par-
ticularly in pine and fir forests, than
would be brought about by vears of

gvented at Grasse, France. The in
ortant feature is a eylinder in which

he chemicals are sealel (the latter

nal, being pursued hotly, and when- |

Later, as a civil engi- |

is |

village scarecrow.—L.ondon |

ot requiring renewel and lasting as |

|
|
|
|
{

QUEER ANCIENT CUSTOMS.

Touching a Suicide's
Thoaghi a Cure for Sickness,

In former times it was a common

HOW SNAAES HUNT,

Hand Was The Idex That They Exert a Hyp-
!
!
|

notic Influence Exploaed.
Many are the tales told of how

notion that, if a sick person, conld snakes of varicus kinds exert a hyp-

only touch the hand of a suicide, he
or she would be cured
This superstition was

Cornwall, touching a suicide’s hand
was said to have once cured a young'

man who had peen afflicted with|

many tumors from hi: birth.

similar superstittion regarding the

especially |
eommon in the west of England; in

]
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A
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notic influence over their prey.
naturalist now denieg this, as
the result of some experime-rts.

He shut a number of rattlesnakes
up in a barn, and then introduced
rats and birds for the reptiles to
feed upoL.

The rats were very restless, but
this he puts down as a desire to es-

touch of executed criminals has been cape rather than the dread of dan-

v idely prevalent and has often been '
{ would run straight into the heaps

recorded.
Robert Hunt, in his “Romances of
the West o England,” says that he

once saw a young woman led to the

gcaffold at Newgate to have a wen
touched by the hand of a man who

: had just been executed.
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More destruction Is wrought by these |

At Northamjton of old the hang-
man is said to have had a regular
fee for according a similar “privi-
lege” to the sufferers from like dis-
orders. Even the coffin of a suicide
may have curative value,

There is a Devonshire belief to

the effect that, if any one suffering |

from disease can manage to throw a
white handkerchief on such a coffin
at the time oi its interment, the
disease will vanish ag the handker-
chief decays.

Much superstitious value has been
attached to the knots of the ropes
used either by a suicide or in the
execution of a criminal.

Clean Your Glasses,

You who wear spectacles must un-
derstand that you cannot see to ad-
vanage through greasy lenses, The
common habit is to wipe eye-glasses
or spectacles with a silk handker-
chief carried in the pocket. The fin-
ger tips always exude a delicate oil.
This gets on the hand.erchief and
from the handkecrchief goes on to the
lenses. Presently there ‘s a smear of
grease and people complain of dim-
ness of vision. Drop the handker-
chief; get some very fine tissue
paper cut into small sectiors, wipe
your glasses with two or three pleces
and throw them away.

Shoddy.
Shoddy! The word stands for ev-
erything that is mea: and contempt-
ible, false, and make-beiieve. Yet the

product known in the world of busi-i
ness ag shoddy is one of the most use-
ful inventions of the ninteenth cen-:

rank with
anestheties,

and deserves to
and electreity,

tury,
gteam

| the bicycle and other discoveries that

living, im-
lengthened

have made life worth

proved our h:alth and

our cays.—World's Work.
Newspapers In The U. 8.

In 1810, nearly a centursy ago,
there were 35: newspaper In the
United States. In 1905 there were
26,422 printing and publishing
houses in the country. These repre-

sew pf invested cap- i
ftal and turned out products valued

at $496,061,137. The growth for
the five years since 1900 doubled

the growth o1 the ten years previous. i

Right Handed Men,
According to authorities from 85
to 95 per cent of the men in civilized
lands are right-handed and have de-

| veloped the low right shoulder. This,

{ however, is no new phenomenon, for

legitimate felliag.—Timber Trades’
Journal.
New Ice Machine.
An tcemaking machine has been |

long as the machine itself) and |
vhich revolving in water, produces |
he ice. It can also produce cold

ir.

An Ink-Tight Joint,

If the threads in rubber con-
pection of a fountain pen are worn
little the joint will leak enough to
the fingers. Dry the threa
k'th a blotter and cover them
slted parafin. Turn the nozzle in-
(s} barrel the parsffin s
ty | warm and vou have an ink-t ght
o.nt

the

oil s
)

the while

Pleasant Reflection.

The Rev. William R. Huntingten
f New York, said recently that it
pas more dangerous to be a railway
akeman than to be a murderer,
hd proved h's assertion with sta-
ktics showing that one murderer in
venty-three was hanged, whereas
e brakeman in thirty was killed.

The Play and the Cigar
Henry J. Byron, one of the wit-
of English playwrights of a
pre of years ago, remarke? an one
bcasion: ‘‘A play is llke a cigar. If
goond, everybody wants a Lox 1§ 4
ba¢, all the pufing in the werld
p't make it go..”

An Epitaph.
pneath this stone lies Mary Green,
prime of life she quit this scene;
e died the victim of a cough
bo soon, too soon, she took ‘em off
—Detroit Free Press.

Another Problem,
Why does the general housework-
refuse to wash windows on a s 1n-
iny day? Why does she insist in
ting off that job wuntil cloudy
ather?
t one 'thonsand fathoms below
laval of the ocean there is a uni-

ust above freez-

ingots in the
which have lain
a 200 years

with |

'eritural

even the ancieni Greek sculptors
had noticed it and posed their sub-
Jects so as to make them appear
more symmetrical

Fuel.

There ix a strong organization at
work in this country developing the
use of peat as fuel It is now util-
izing many acres of swamgp lands
which are being reclaimed for agri-
purpeses. The bi-products
of the industry are very promising.

Peat as

A Prosperous Town.

Waycross, Ga,, with a population

cf 9,000, has no poorhouse, nine out |

E |
of ten of the white population own |
their homes and 93 pe: cent oi the |

chilaren attend school. The saloon
license has ~nnually for the last 16
years been fixed at $32,000

New York City's Banks.
Twenty years ago the fact was
made muck of that New York City
boasied one hundred banks and trust
companies. Today, however, the
greater city bas no fewer than 212

institutions of this character.

Greatest Heat ang Cold,

The greatest heat is never found
on the equator, bu‘ some 10 degress
to the north, while more severe cold
has been registered in Northern Si-
beria than has been found near the
Pole.

Rolling Stones.

The “Rolling Stones' of Australia
placed on a fairly smooth surface,
will soon roll together in a group.
They contain a magnetic ore.

Taken in Marriage.

Men of talent generally fix upon
ignorant and stupidish women for
their wives; while stupid men almost
invariably alight upon clever women.

English Predominates.
Two-thirds of all the letters which
pass through the postoffices of the
world are written by and sent to peo-
ple who speak English.

Taking into consideratior the pro-
portionate weight, the wing of a
bird is twenty times stronger than

the arm of a mwan.
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' ger. Sometimes, however, they
'of straw where the snake_ lay con-
fcealmi.

When g rattlesnake wanted to
cateh a bird it would silently ap-
' proach its victim:, poise for a mo-
! ment, make a snap like dart. and
then in a leisurely manner retire

the bira w. .o
1

ed its poison int.
! then fluttered and stagger:
tin an aimless fashicn v
movements became m i
{The end nrd come.

Then the snake
and bore it off to °
|to be consumed :

Hypnotiz— -

est par

ture

-—Al

‘ N ‘a
is fol | he
bride. w. Dride groecy R Jen
back te her father’s house after four

days, then again she comes back to
{ her husband’s house after ten days’
stay, and then after g stay ot twenty
idays returns to her father’'s house
; for at least six months. Thus in-
{stead of having a short - period of
' honeymoon _hey make it last almost
| a year.—Near East.

i A Jury of Women,
| A Colorado woman ordered a dress
and then refused tu pay for it on
{the ground that it did not fit her.
The dressmaker brought suit for the
{re(‘uvery of the amount, and the de-
ifend&nt evidently sufferi:g from a
r omen:ary aitack of mental aberra-
!tion, demanded a jury of \.omen. Of
jcourse, she lost her case—San Fran-
! cisco Argonaut.

Mind and Matter.

The power of ideas in producing
and dissipating functional troubles is
‘being more and more realized, and
:thus the treatment of such maladies
{{s being attacked b, the psychical
1muto already long trodden deviously
| by the patent medicine vendor and
| mesmerist—Hospital,

Belgian Fowls,

The Belgians have a breed of fowls
the feet of which they have short-
ened in order to lessen their powers
,of doing damage by scratching In
{ gardens. They have another va-
| riety. which have been denuded eof
tail
' better chance of escaping from foxes.
i

A Curious Coincidence.

It is a curious coincidence that
Canada’s greatest railroad man, Sir
| William Van Horn, is a native of the
United States, and that the greatest
railroad builder of the United States,
James J Hill, is a native of the Do-
minion.

Secrets,

Here is an excellent rule to follow:
Lon't swap secrets. Naver trust
anyone with a secret who communi-
cates one to you. If you do you
may calculate upon yours being di-
vulged to some other person.

Long Time Undergroura.
Electric haulage has supplanted
animal power in Comstock lode
and 12 of the mules which were
brough’ to the surface had not seen
{ daylizht for 20 years,

| R WSl S
High Priced Peaches,

fruit markets recently shipped a
basket containing 63 selected peaches
to Lovrdon. The price for the lot
was $540, or aoout $9 each.

i

The Telephone.

If all the dJell telephones made
each year were blended into a sin-
gle instrument it wculd be nearly
300 miles high and reigh 4,000
tons,

Phonograph in Schools.
in some Viennese : *hools a phono-
graph which repeats speeches as re-
cited by emineut actors has been in-
troduced in order to teach the pu-
pils declamation.

The Sailors Tobacco,

Three hundred tons of tobacco are
distributeq annually among the sail-
ors of the Briish navy. It is sold
to them at cost.

Postal Service in the Desert.

A new monthly postal service
across the Sanara has just been es-
tablished. The messengers are
pounted on camels.

A Big Sawmill.
Lousiang has a steel sawmill with
a capacity of 600,000 reet a day,

country.

When terrified the ostrich will
travel 256 miles an hour.

The Philippines have about 200

miles of railroads.

In that sudden dart it had eject- -

A commission agent in the Paris '

i bor at San Pedro, Cal., the Govern-

. Piling

, mense quantities of rock are being |
dumped on both sides o

| bolice that children

feathers, that they may have a !

which i» said to be the .argest in the ;

| after having
i years within
i and for 15 years close to an electric

)

ANTS BUILD SKYSCR/ PERS. |

Some Remarkable Structures Rear«'
ed by the Termites.

The white ants or termite aro‘
great builders. A naturalist ex-
ploring in Somaliland recently came
aiross a cone-shaped mud and clay
hill which they had cowustructed
which was eighteen feet in height,
while many other were from ten to
fifteer feet high.

When one compares the size of
thes. ants with that o. men it be-
comes apparent that these hills are
real rkyscrapers from the termite
viewpoint, if there is any

While the average man is five and |
one-hali feet high, the ants are only !
half an inch high. Therefore w 10-foot |
ant hill is 240 times the size of one
of its builders, while such a struec-
ture as the Liffel tower, though ris-
ing 984 feet, is only 179 times the
he.ght of average man.—Philadel-
phia Press

|
The Rat.

ns are manifold. The

he does in a year to

stores, granaries,

me, dairies and out-[

ns, walls, and drain-

tlculated exactly, but

mous. He is ubiquit- l

s in fields, hedges,

‘“rm yards, cellar, sewers, |

ud ships: ue is clever in get- ‘

t.o s ont of difficulties, extremely |
courageous, able te exist on almost |
any kind of food, ana Borribly pro- |
lific.—Spectator. i

|
|
|

Paper Coffins,

Some undertakers, whose custom-
ers are poor people, are using cof-
fins made of paper. The coffins are !
made in all styles of pressed paper
pulp, the same as the common paper
buckets. When they are varnished
and stained they resemble polished
wood, and in point of durability it |
is said they are muech better than |
wooden ones,

Giant Breakwater.
In the constrection of the new har- |

ment is building a breakwater that
extends two miles out into the sea.
is first driven, on which a
and im-

railway trestle was Dbuilt,

it,

Chiidren for Monkeys.
Evidence has beesn give. by the
are frequently
hired in order that they may be tak-
en out with organs, that the usual
rate of payment for them s sixpence
a day and that they have practically
supplanted monkeys for the purpose.
—Lancet.

Singing Cure.

The suggestion that singing may
be used in the fight against pulmo-
nary tuberculosis is an interesting
one and is g further ustance of the
therapeutic value of hygienic meas-
ures, which ig so large an item in the
current protessional creed.—Hos-
pital.

Never Saw a Car.
Miss Mary A. Egge, one of Allen-
town's oldest women, diea recently,
lived more than 50|

a block of a railroad,
|

railway, but without ever having rid-
den on a steam train or trolley car,

At the Three Ball Sign,

New York City has 238 pawnbroks-
ers, and such is the nature of their
busines that the law requires that
their books shall be open to the
Mayor, Criminal Courts, Magistrates
¢nd police.

Growth of German Cities. !

In 1800 Germany had not g single |

city of 200,000 inhabitamts and only

two (Hamburg and Berlin) had over

100,000. To-day there are 41 cities
of 100,000.

Mormons in fowa,

have invaded lowa fo try to start a
church in one of the cities and
thence to spread the belief over the |
State.

Some Freight,

The volume of freight sent by wa- |

ter from New York can better be[

realized when one considers the fact

that 1,350 tons are loaded on ships
every hour,

Speed of the Falcoa,
Trained talecons to arry  de-
8 atches in time of war have been
tested in the Russian army. Their |
speed is four times &8 rapid as that
of carrier pigeons.

In Germany.

In Germany, all workmen, ser-
vants and clerks above 16 and get-
ting less than $500 & year are
obliged by law to insure against old '
age.

Blondes and Brunettes,
Statistics show that though fair
haired people are a rule less strong
than those who have dark hair, yet
the former live lo-ger than the lat-
ter.

Marry Young,
Marriage at an early age ig fre-
quent in Mexico Recently a boy;
of 16 and a girl of 14, were married

in the capilai.

Every year there are said to be
500 deaths from hunger and destlm-i
tion in London.

i

{ or sour milk, and

' ern countries.

| sition

SOUR MILK IS HEALTHY.

The Use and Origin of Curdled Milk
Older Than History,

Nothing is oluer than curdled milk
nothing seems
newer than the application which has
beeen made of it.

Civilized people are the only ones
to drink milk ‘resh or bo'led. while
fermented milk is ala.ost the only
kind used outside the pale of civiliz-
gtion. The use and origin of cur-
dled milk are older than Listory,

Later the Greeks and Romans also
recognized the strengthering and

| tonic effects of sour mlk, and they

performed veritable cures with the
special kind of curdied milk called
“schiston.”

In our times fermented milk is in
common use as a daily diet in East-
in almost all these
countries, besides being uvsed as a
food, sour milk has pla_ed and still

| plays a great part in empirical medi-

cine.

Sour, milk, aite, being recognized
as a wholesome food possessing me-
dicinal properties, has been proclaim-
ed by some people as a remedy for
prolonging human life.—Medical
Journal.

French Thrift,

From time to time the English
workingman has the French peas-
ant’s thrift thrown in his face. The
French peasant may not be able to
find “'sermons in stones, books in the

running brooks,”” but he can and
does find food in everything. He
and a large family could live on

what an Englishman in the same po-
wastes, People, however,
seem to forget that the habits of the
Englishmen are determined by their
climate.—Lady.

Lady Gamblers.

The number of suicides which
have takem place lately among bus-

| iness men arnd spoculators in ameri-

ca carries & warning note to women,
who, unfortunately, are, many of

i them, bitten with the love of gamb-

ling. Nothing is so fatal or insid-
ious as speculating in stocks and
shares, and women, from their cir-
cumstances, are peculiarly liable to
be misled and cheated.—London
Graphic,

Restlessness.

Mere restlessness is not a matier
for which physicians ar: ften con-
sulted. It is, on the face of it, an
unimportant malady, but when it
exists in sufficient intensity to form
the subject of complaint, and to in-
duce the sufferer to seek advice, it
is usually found to be the superfic-
ial indication of 3 grave underlying
condition.—Hospital.

The Haddock's Spots,
The haddock has a superstition
attached to it. On each side of the
shoulders near the gills is a dark

epot, fabled to be the impression
r-ade by the finger and thumb of
St. Peter when he took it up and

found the penny in its mouth to pay
tribute to Caesar with,

An Expensive Plant,

The ivy plant which established
itself in a crevic: of the tower of St.
John the Baptist ehurch at Yardbor-
ough, Lincolnshire, England, under-
mined the foundation and lifted
stones out of place until it cost over
$3,000 to make repairs.

Good Swimmers.

All German soldiers must learn to
swim. Some of them are so expert
that with their clothing on their
heads and carrying guns and ammu-
nition, they can swim several hun-

{ dred yards.

A Lengthy Lawsnuit.

A lawsuit wnieh has secr in pro-
gress since the vear 1:i30 between
the local authorities of Friemar, a
suburb of Gotha, and certain mill
ovners, was amicably settled at Ber-
lin after 478 years of litigation.

1

About Freckles.

Frecikles may be hereditary. @ases
of freckles all over the body are
mentioned. Food is not supposed to
cause them. Sun and wind makes
some faces freckle.

Forests of England..
It is difficult in England to arouse

an interest in the preservation of
forests beca.se of the universal
substitition of coal for wood as

fuel,

Exhausts the Soil.

The growth of a number of suc-
cessive crops of the same plant has
been lately found not only * exhaust
the soil for that plant, but to de-
velop an active poison for it,

American Oak Staves,
Spanish grape growers prefer
American oak staves for Dbarrels,
claiming that no other wood ig so
good for the preservation of frult.

The Lick Telescope.

The great Lick telcscope will pick
out g star so smali that it would re-
quire 30,000 of them put together to
bc visible to the naked eye,

How We Breathe.

Every man respires or draws in
his breath on average of twenty times
a minute, or approximately 20,000
times a day.

The art of glove cutting requires
great skill, and in France some of
the best workmen are paid $100 a
week.

————

OXEN BUILD THE RAILROADS.

As Wel. as Do Most of the Farmwork
in Eastern Canada.

The ox as a beast of burden has
about Lhad his day with the American
farmer. He is raised by wholesale,
killed by wholesale and distributed
through the world as beef, but he
doesn't have to work.

Up In eastern Canada, however,
he does a big stunt of work before
he is eaten. In Nova Scotia, espec-
ially, oxen are still used for all sorts
of farm work.

They plough the fields, haul the

i

hay and apples and potatoes and cart
in the firewood from the forests. They
are slow, it is true, but there .s time
and to spare in those parts.

Of late the ox has been helping to
build the railroads in Nova Scotia,
He is found to be very useful in grad-
ing the roadbed, which calls for a
lot of short haul work The oxen
are yoked in pairs ¢nd as many pairs
can be used tandem as are neces
sary to any given job. They ar
patient and untiring, '

Reads Like It's True,

A Stroud farmer on route one has
taken out a patent on an electric
motor fastened on a cow’s back, the
electricity being generated by a dy-
namo attached to the cow’s tail, says
the Stroud Inventor. It strainsg the
milk and hangs up the pail and
strainer; a small phonograph accom-
panies the outfit which yells “So!”
when the cow moves; if she kicks a
hinged arm catches the milk can
and slams her over the head with it,
—Lincoln County (Okla.) Journal.

The Cold Bath.

The daily cold bath is an ideal
spring tonic as well as one of the
most important of all measures for
preventing disease. Many a weary
seeker after health would do well to
throw away drug tonics and try the
cold bath, taking care, however, to
secure a good reaction. The result
in the way of renewed life and ener-
gy would be surprising.—Good
Health.

Robbery in China. i
Armed robbery is sti!l rife in the
Kwellin district of CLina, despite the
efforts of the authorities to suppress
it. Over four hundred executions
of offenders for this crime have tak-

, €n {'~ce in this distriet alone dur-

ing the iast twelve months,

Fishing Rod Wedding.

All the guests at a wedding
at South-end-by-the-Sea, England,
brought fishing rods, and the bride
and bridegroom, both members of
the Scotland Angling Society, passed
beneath an arch of fishing rods on
leaving the ~hurch,

Numerous Friends,

M. Dutuit, who died in Paris in
19062, left a large part of his wealth
to all those who could legally claim
kinship with him. The court has
just rejected the claims of the sev-
en hundred and forty-seventh
“friend.”

Origin of the Rubberneck.

Women of the ivo,y coas. of Afri-
ca, lengthen their necks by wearing
fron rings. Kvery year they put a
new ring around the neck, which
they can stretch so far that it is
nothing unusual to find it as long as
the face.

Dynamite.

Gelatine dynamites are nore diffi-
cult to explode than the ordinary
brands, and require quintupl. force
caps or double-strength fuses to de-
velop the full force.

A Great Structure,

London has completed the steel
structure of its great stadium where
the Olympic games are to b2 hald. It
is designed w accommodate 70,000
spectators.

Newspapers in China,

The growth of public spirit in
Chiny i{s evidenced by the great num-
ber of mnewspapers which have
sprung up since the close of the war
with Japan.

The Lantern Fly.

Among the curious insects of the
Malay peninsula is one called the
lantern fly, which is remarkable for
its sudden leaps made withocut the
aid of its wings.

Britain's Fish. R

The value of all kinuz of fish land-

eed in England and Wales in one

year is over $35,000,000, and the

number of men and boys employed
over 40,000.

New York’s Ferries.

There are 32 lines of ferries ply-
ing between Manhattan and nearby
sfores, carrying a daily average of
268,800 passengers.

A Giant Lobster.

A lobster caught at Castine, Me,,
measured 37% inches from tip to
tip and weighed minus one claw,
17% pounds.

Persian Laughter,
In Persia ths map who laughs is
considered effeminate, but free Ii
cense ic given to female merriment,

After a few years of married life
a fellow gets used to belng woke up
to be asked why he doesn't go to
gleep.

The human eyes are rarely of
equal power in the same person.

-




