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WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY APRIL 1, 1911

The Great Conterence

INTERNATIONAL CONFER-
ENCE ON THE NEGRO.

Wednesday, Thu;':c.day and Friday,
April 17, 18 and 19, 1912

For some years past I have had in
mind to invite here from different
parts of the world—from Europe, Af-
rica, the West Indies and North and
South America—persons who are ac-
tively interested or directly engaged
as missionaries, or otherwise, in the
work that is going on in Africa and
elsewhere for the education and up-
building of Negro peoples.

For this purpose it has been deter-
mined to hold at Tuskegee Institute,

Alabama, Wednesday, Thursday and |

Friday, April 17, 18 and 19, 1912, a
little more than a year from this time,
an international conference on the
Negro. Such a conference as this
will offer the opportunity for those
engaged in any kind of service in Af-
rica, or the countries above mention-
ed, to become more intimately ac-
quainted with the work and the prob-
lems of Africa and these other coun-
tr.es. Such a meeting will be valua-
ble and helpful, also, in so far as it
will g.ve opportunity for a general in-
terchange of ideas in organizing and
systematizing the work of education
of the native peoples in Africa and
elsewhere and the preparation of
teachers for that work. Wider knowl-
edge of the work that each is doing
should open means of co-operation
that do not now exist

The object of calling this confer-
ence at Tuskegee Institute to af-
ford an opportunity for studying the
methods employed in helping the Ne-
gro people of the United States, with
a view of deciding to what extent
Tuskegee and Hampton methods may
be applied to conditions in these coun-
tries, as well as to conditions in Af-
rica.

It is hoped that numbers of people
representing the different govern-
ments interested in Africa and the
West Indies, as well representa-
tives from the United States and the
countries of South America, will de-
cide to attend this conference. Es-
pecially is it urged that missionary
and other workers in these various
countries be present and take an act-
ive part in the deliberations of the
conference.

It is desirable, in any case, to have
ary suggestions as to what might be
done to make the work of the con-
ference more helpful to all concerned.
The names of persons who would like
to be present, with whom you are ac-
quainted, will be appreciated, and
through you they are invited to be
present and take part in the delibera-
tions of the conference.

Those who come to Tuskegee prop-
erly accredited will be welcomed and
entertained as guests of the institu-
tion, and will be under no expense
during their stay here.

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.
Principal, Tuskegee Normal and In-

dustrial Institute, Tuskegee Insti-

tute, Alabama.
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SHELBY J. DAVIDSON’'S AUTO-
MATIC ATTACHMENT.

From a Laborer to One of the Most
Competent Clerks in the Depart-
ment, and an Inventor of National
Character.

The announcement that Mr. Shelby
J. Davidson, a colored clerk of the
$1,.600 grade, in the Office of the Au-
ditor for the Post Office, Treasury De-
partment, has invented an automatic
fee attachment for adding machines,
gives him the distinction of being the
first to be thus singled out as coming
within the scope of the President’s
Efficiency and Economy Commission
in contributing to the reduction of the
operating expenses of the executive
departments
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SHELBY J. DAVIDSON, ESQ.,
AN INVENTOR OF A GREAT
MACHINE.
COMPLIMENTED BY THE GOV-
ERNMENT.

given especial attention to adding and
calcul 1ines, serving the
factories and ren'ering such efficient
and notable service in charge of the
machines in the Office of the Auditor
for the Post Office as to attract the at-
tention not only of his superiors, but
of the adding machine manufacturers
turoughout the country. This is the

{ is 41 years old, a graduate of the Col-

| for his

{ done

fice Department,

The attachment is intended to auto-
matically list, register, add and total
the fees charged for money-orders, as |
they are audited, the operator of the
adding machine on which the work is
done simply entering the amount of
the order. At present the work re-
quires two operations, with constant
attention to entering the correct fee,
with more or less liability to error.
The attachment will fit on any adding
machine on the market without cliang-
ing the mechanism or necessitating
any extensive alterations.

Mr. Davidson is to be congratulated
not only on the success of his work in
th's line and the signal abilities he
has shown to cope with such a me-
chanical marvel as the adding and cal-
culating machines, but on being the
only colored man, thus far known, to
have entered and maintained a rat-
ing—and that a high one—in this new
and untried field. He has certainly
demonstrated his skill for handling
tools, as well as the genius for con-
triving and executing. Mr. Davidson

lege Department, Howard University,
class of 1893, and a lawyer, being a
member of his home bar, Lexington,
Ky., and the bar of the District of Co-
lumbia. He has an attractive home
life, with a wife and two children, a
boy of 14 and a girl of 12. He has
given some attention to literature;
was at one time the president of the
Bethel Literary and Historical Associ-
ation. He has a well-selected library
in both law and literature, and devotes
much of his spare time to this as a
recreation.

It is hoped that since this distinction
of effort has come to him that the
proper recognition will be given him
perseverance, and too as a

stimulus for other employes, that they
may feel that adherence to duty well’
is appreciated by the govern-
ment. This invention has been the
work of six years, covering the period
of the use, in the office, of the double
machines, which Mr. Davidson was in-
strumental in having placed on the
work.

An instance of what clerks can do
to reduce the operating expenses of
the executive departments and aid in
the movement for efficiency and econ-
omy which takes its inspiration from
the White House, has just come to the
notice of the new Auditor for the Post
Office Department, Charles A. Kram.

Two clerks, Shelby J. Davidson, a
clerk in the Auditor’s Office, and Ed-
win J. Dowling, electrician for the
Post Office Department, have collab-
orated in producing an electrical ma-
chine that automatically prints the
money order fees as the amounts of
the paid money orders are recorded
for auditing purposes. It is being put
to a thorough and trying test, and if
ultimately adopted by the Secretary of
the Treasury will reduce the work oi
listing paid money orders 20 per cent,
and leave twelve clerks available for
other work in the office.

Auditor Kram said today:

“The investigations now being con-
ducted in the departments of the effi-
ciency of their clerical force and the
economical administration of their af-
fairs are daily bringing forth from the
clerks themselves many suggestions
of real value. If the inquiries already
made should proceed no further they
have accomplished much for the gov-
ernment in creating a sentiment
among those in subordinate positions
for greater activity in devising ways
to improve the service and producing
substantial results

Appliance Being Tested.

“This little appliance now brought
to my notice, if it vindicates itself in
the tests to which it is being subject-
ed. is a substantial proof of this fact.

“The 80,000,000 paid money orders
sent to the Auditor’s Office annually
by postmasters represent a value of
ver $270,000,000, with fees paid by the
patrons of the money order branch, of
over $5,000,000. The Auditor’s office
uses 60 adding machines for totalling
the amounts of the orders and for put-|
ting down and counting the fees paid |
by the purchasers. The daily average
of a clerk, striking separately on the
the amounts and fees, is|
5,000 orders a day.
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NEGRO REALTY COMPANY'S
TROUBLES. !

| . o
i Metropolitan Mercantile in the Hands |
l of a Receiver. |
|
|
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18

giia 1
thougn

{and give express

PRESIDENT WILLIAM H. TAFT.

__ Believes in the Honesty and Integrity of Dr. Booker T. Washington.

been, and when he believed it to have
been done.

Harry N. Reeves, of Montclair, was
appointed receiver by the New Jersey
courts, and received an appointment
as ancillary receiver from Judge Chat-
field, of Brooklyn, in which borough
the main office of the company is lo-
cated. Mr. Reeves said yesterday that
although the company seemed to have
wcen making a great deal of money at
one time, he was unable to find any-
thing that looked like real assets

The president of the company ex-
plained that large sums had been
spent in an effort to remodel and hold
a building at Forty-sixth street and
Eighth avenue, Manhattan, in which
the company formerly had its home
office. A mortgage for $25,000 on this
building was foreclosed in December
after a failure on the part of the com-
pany to meet a $5,000 payment which
fell due last April.

The company had for its purpose
the housing of Negroes in better sur-
roundings and the formation of Negro
colonies. It operated in large tracts
of land at Rahway and Plainfield, N.
J.; at Sag Harbor and in sections in
the South. It maintained branch of-
fices in Boston, Atlanta, Savannah,
Philadelphia, Charleston, Birmingham
and other cities. For some time it
had a large grocery store in Plainfield,
and had planned to establish several
department stores. After losing its
New York building the company made
its headquarters in the Jefferson Build-
ing, in Brooklyn.

Mr. Atkins said in his office yester-
day that he was sure the company
could be put on its feet again if only
the stockholders, all colored people,

would get together and help the man-!

agement. He said that the failure
was due somewhat to lack of experi-
ence among colored p(‘u;)lt n manag-
ing such affairs, but that the experi-
ence had been acquired, even if at a

high price, and that the company’s af-!

fairs would be straightened out in 36
months, without a dollar loss to any-
one, provided the stockholders would
meet their obligations and back up
the company.
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of all that stands for that whic
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worth and honor of Dr. Washingte
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ment may be more quickly inflamed,
and if a white woman gives her word,
like Caesar’s, it would stand against all
the world, so far as Negroes are con-
cerned. We are not here to assail the
discredited accusers of Dr. Washing-
ton, but to vouch for our confidence in
him.”
Greeted With Cheers.

Collector Anderson caused the audi-
ence to rise to its feet and cheer fran-
tically when he lauded President Taft
for his action in writing to Dr. Wash-
ington.

“He a President who labors
make: his country just,” shouted An-
derson, amid wild enthusiasm. “And
we, who have always loved him, never
loved him more dearly than after his
letter to our leader, Dr. Washington.

The Rev. A. C. Powell, of the Abys-
sinia Church, said that America was
just as much the home of Negroes as
it was of anybody else.

“Send back the Russians, Jews, Ger-
mans, [talians, and send the Irishmen
back to the shores of the River Shan-
non, and then perhaps, with Booker T
Washington at our head, we will go to
the banks of the Congo and start a na-
tion our own,” he said.

Frederick R. Moore, Editor of the
New York Age, then read the laud-
atory resolutions, which were adopted
with cheers. Bishop W. B. Derrick,
Dr. York Russell, Edward E. Lee and
James L. Curtiss expressed their con-
fidence in Dr. Washington.

A New Steamboat.

The books of the Columbia Steam-
boat Company are now open for char-
ters. Until the downtown office is
opened the charter will be made at
the residence of the manager, Jeffer-
son S. Coage, No. 1911 Eleventh street
northwest. The members of the new
|company, along with the manager,
were in New York last week, and are
now high in their praise of the new
steamer Columbia, at present being fit-
ted out. This enterprise is being man-
aged solely by men of our own color
in this city, with the exception of one
stockholder, who comes from New
iY«sr.k City, a member of the bar, and
{a highly creditable gentleman of our
;r,;cv. Mr. Coage reported last even-
ing at the meeting that already every
Sunday and holiday had been spoken
for by well-known clubs of the city
The season promises to be the best
vet seen on the Potomac River. “he
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ST. PHILIP'S CHURCH MAY
SELL.

Church to
irom 115 to
to

sell property extending
131 West Thirtieth street,
the Chase Realty Company, for
$450,000. The church got permission
in February to dispose of the same
property to Charles Pincus and Pat-
rick J. Ryan, but the deal fell through.

The petition stated that the prop-
erty was mortgaged for $150,000 to
enable the church to move from Thir-
tieth street to 134th street and Sev-
enth avenue, and build a new church
there. The equity of $300,000 in prop-
erty is to be invested for the support
of the church, which has a colored
congregation. After the sale of the
Thirtieth street property the church
will own property worth $230,000,
which is subject to mortgages of
$187,000. St. Philip’s Church has held
the Thirtieth street property since
1%35.

In part payment for this property,
as was reported in these coiumns a
few weeks ago, the Chase Realty
Company gives the church ten double
flats, six stories high, at No. 107 to 145
West 135th street. The houses have
a frontage of 400 feet and a depth of
09.11, which comprises, with the ex-
ception of two corners, the entire
block front on the north side of the
way from Lenox to Seventh avenue.
This property is valued by the city at

‘5530'000'” New York Sun

|NEW ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS

Ex-Editor J. C. Asbery Divides the
Order.

Mr. J. C. Asbery, formerly Editor of
the Odd Fellow’s Journal, and defeat-
ed candidate for Grandmaster of Odd
Fellows, which convened in Baltimore,
Md., last Summer, has organized a
new order of Odd Fellows to be
known as the Ancient Order of Odd
Fellows of America. The followers of
Mr. Asbery, who supported him in Bal-
timore, declare that he was counted
out unfairly, and that they propose to
organize a new order. The first meet-
ing looking to the organization was
held in Philadelphia, Pa., last month,
at which time Mr. Asbery explained to
his hearers the aim and object of the
new organization. The next meeting
will be held by Mr. Asbery in Norfolk,
Va., this month, and from there he
will make a tour of the United States.

AN ELEGANT SHOWING.

The colored people of New Orleans
number upward of 90,000 per-ons.
Their property is valued at $4,000,000.
They pay gver a half million in taxes.
In the malistries the Negro is larg®y
engaged. It is said that 60 per cent
of the hard labor is done by this peo-
ple. Eighty per cent of the bricklay-
ers are Negroes, 60 per cent of them
carpenters, and mosi of the caterers
and butlers of the city are Negroes, ac-
cordigg to the Advertiser. The Ad-
vertiser further states that there are
some Negroes in the Crescent City
whose checks would be honored at
$75,000. Church property is valued at
$300,000, and a private office building
alone is valued at $200,000.

Mr. Lewis in Town.

Mr. W. H. Lewis, the recently ap-
pointed Assistant Attorney General of
the United States, arrived in this city
Sunday evening and was sworn in
Monday morning and admitted to the
Court of Claims. Mr. Lewis is the
guest of Dr. John R. Francis, at 2112
Pennsylvania avenue northwest.

SANCTIFIED BELIEVERS.

Rev. Dr. William Charles Jason,
president of State College, Dover,
Del., occupied the pulpit at Asbury
M. E. Church, Eleventh and K streets
northwest, Sunday morning, and
preached to a large audience. Dr. Ja-
son took as the subject of his dis-
course the words: “Be Perfect.” It
is hard to conceive how a more inter-

esting and scholarly sermon could be|

delivered than the one preached by
Dr. Jason. In the sermon the speaker
gave a most beautiful and reasonable
explanation of “Perfection,” as it re-
lates to mankind, and the possibility
of living perfect lives, but his expla-
nation was very different from the er-
roneous idea as advanced by the Sanc-
tified Believers.
Y. M. C. A. Theaire Meeting Great
Success.
large attendance
the Howard
made a
the series of

this theater

men and
ater last

of
at T!ll‘

meetings
on Sunday

to

|
|

com-|
for the passen- |

ures of the mec¢
Doggett, pres
A. Training

Baltimore, Md., March 2o
Calvin C -, of Washing-
Editor o “he
of the Distric
address mass meeting
Sunday ernoon, at 4:30
ject will be “The Man and His

a

Hill Has Left.
Richmond, Va., March 29.
Cashier Hill, of the True Reformers

PARAGRAPHIC  NEWS

(By Miss G. B. Maxfield.)

The death of Rev. Dr. James The-
odore Holly, Bishop of Haiti, the first
negro consecrated by the Episcopal
church, has been announced. He was
born in this city in 1820, and was edu-
cated a Roman Catholic. He was or-
dained priest of the Episcopal body
in 1856.

A bill was passed during the last
Congress authorizing the appropri-
ztion of a sum of money for the erec-
iion of a mogument over the grave of
John Tyler, the tenth President of the
United States in Hollywood Cemetery
at Richmond, Va. There is now only
a granite slab at the head of Tyler’s
grave.

It is said two Chines_  young men
will bz admitted to West Point Acad-
emy annually.

Americans to the number of 102,017
emigrated to Canada in the first ten
months of the current fiscai year—a
gain of 25 per cent

The colored citizens of Chicago pro-
tested against the “Sins of the Fa-
ther,” the new play by Thomas Dixon,
being played there. They declare the
play represents the Negro as “infe-
riors and criminals.”

The first of the German-American
Line of steamships to ply between
America and the West Coast of Af-
rica left New York last July. The in-
tention was to have monthly sailings
{from New York direct to West Af-
rica. It is hoped a very large trade
will be built up, so as to continue the
monthly trips, as it will eliminate the
ywcc;\‘sity of chartering vessels by
iarge importers.

In a contest between the men and
women of Berwick, Pa.,, in a church
contest, 10,340 pennies were collected.
One man alone collected 7,138 pennies,

Two German scientists, Drs. Seim-
bach and Loewy, have successfully ap-
plied wireless telegraphy for under-
ground communication A message
was sent correctly nearly a mile and a
half at a level of 1,600 feet below the
surface.

A total of 7,035 is the strength of
the organized and uniformed naval mi-
litia of the United States, according to
the first issue of an annual register
just presented by the Navy Depart-
ment.

By the will of Mrs. Charlotte Au-
gusta Bradstreet, needy life-savers or
their families connercted with the thiv-
teen stations on Cape Cod are to have
a benefit of $25000. Several char-
itable institutions are also benefici-
aries under the will.

The Chinese Government accepted
a loan of $5,000,000 from Japan, and
will give a security of 5 per cent rail-
way bonds. The loan which will be
used to meet a deficit of railway
board, is without political significance.

The large axe manufacturing plant
of the James H. Mann Co., of Lewis-
town, Pa., was destroyed by fire. The
loss is estimated at $175,000.

Seventy-five thousand dollars has
ybeen left for the poor of Brockton,
} Mass., by the will of Mrs. Clara B.
, Snow, widow of George C. Snow, a
shoe manufacturer there.

. The Woman's Army and Navy
League is busy collecting books and
magazines to be sent to soldiers, sail-
ors and marines stationed at remote
points, who find it hard to get any
thing to read. The books will be
called for.

Mrs. Ellen Spencer Mussey pub-
lished an article on marriage and di-
vorce in the United States in the
February number of La Femme, print
ed in Paris. The editor of the mag-
azine is much pleased with the article,
and thanks Mrs. Mussey and her trans
lator, Mme. Richard Nogaret

What is said to be an entirely new
feat in direct wireless communication
was the sending of a mes
sage over the Atlantic, distance of
2,500 miles, from a ship to England,
which was received correctly

Miss Bessie Bennett, assistant direc-
tor of the Chicago Art Institute, sailed
to Italy to attend the Royal Mu
and School of Textiles at Crayfield,
Germany. It is said she the h
woman ever admitted
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third invention directly bearing on the
work of the Auditor’'s Office made by
Mr. Davidson. The present device be-
ing electro-mechanical, Mr. Davidson
has associated with him Mr. Edwin J.
Dowling, electrician, of the Post Of-

| Bank, is reported to have left the city. |the Supreme Court of the District of
W Nonp—- i1t is not k%)nm\n whether he will re-lCo)umbia. All Durham will turn out to
Supreme Court Justice Newburgerimrn to the State again or not. Mr. |welcome this distinguished  jurist,
granted vesterdav an aoplication bv | Hill has been one of the most efficient |{whose name is a household word
,St. Philip’s Protestant Episcopal |and active men in the organization. |among the citizens of this place.
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