
THE NEW ORLEANS NICARAGUA CON-
VENTION.

The approaching Nicaragua canal con-
vention at New Orleans will doubtless
be as impressive and influential a body
as that, which met at St. Louie early in
the summer. Under proper safeguards
this great work should be pushed
through. It is of tho first importance
to the world, to the United States and,
above all things, to California. It will
not be safe to take Mr. Huntington's
off-har.d judgment, that the canal is not
needed. While the financial ideas of
that gentleman are generally quite saga-
cious, we are never sure of getting his
real opinions m any nutters that con-

cern his own personal intercut?. There
is no doubt that a Democratic congress
willbe extremely circumspect in con-
sidering any project that involves the
expenditure of the people's money or
the assumption of any ultimate liability
,which may devolve upon tbe national
treasury. This is perfectly right. Our
affairs for four years past have been run

at loose ends, and it is high time to call
a halt to the "'blowing in" extrava-
gance that has characterized the Harri-
son administration. But the United
States can vitalize the Nicaragua canal
project without any direct outlays. All
that is asked is that the interest on the
bonds should be guaranteed. Aa the
sum needed to construct the canal
is at the outside estimates only
one hundred millions of dollars, the
liability of this country is not, in any
event, likely to be large. In consider-
ing this phase of the matter the fact
ought to be borne in mind that the con-
struction of the canal would practically
double the efficiency of the uavy of the
United States, and there are readily
supposahle conjunctures in which the
ability to concentrate our whole naval
forces on the Atlantic or Pacific oceans
on a pinch would of itself be worth
many years of an interest defalcation on
the part of the company. Three or four
years' interest, at the outside, is in all
likelihood all that the national treasury
would be called upon to make good
under any circumstances. There ia no
reasonable doubt but that the enter-
prise as a business proposition would be
as great a Buccees as the Suez canal.

Aa to the tffects of the bui ding of tbe
canal on California, they are really in-
calculable. Its completion would place
this state ten thousand miles nenrer
New York and Liverpool than we now

?are. It would then be as'easy for the
immigrant to land in San Diego, San
Pedro, Redondo, Santa Monica and San
Francisco as at New York. It would be
much easier and cheaper for tiim to
reach the rich lands of California than
to go to Kansis, Nebraska or, indeed, to
any of the states west of the Allegheny
mountains. The markets for California
fruits and vegetables would be in-
definitely expanded. Development
would go forward on the coast at a
seven-league boots pace. Our genuine
era of progress would, in truth, only
just fairly begin.

The only real impediment to this
grand programme of national and inter-
national and world-wide benefits is the
fear that this country might have to pay
$5,000,000 a year in defaulted interest
for a brief period. Of course the gov-
ernment ought to be protected, and
Hon. Warner Miller, the president of
the Nicaragua Gaual company, said to
the St. Louis convention that for this
guarantee the corporation waa willingto
allow the secretary of the treasury to
vote eeven-tenths of its stock. Right
here is an ample assurance against
fraud. If the Sherman bill does not
contain this provision a new bill ought
to be introduced that will contain it.
The writer, who was one of the dele-

gates to the St. Louis Nicaragua conven-
tion, heard Mr. Miller make this pledge.
That he meant it, and was authorized to

make it, there can be no doubt.
Both the national conventions of the

great parties pronounced in favor of the
building of the canal, and Mr.Cleveland
approved of it in his letter of accept-
ance. But there is no need ofwaiting for
the advent of the new adiarinietration in

order to place this great enter-
prise on a good footing. The
fifty-second congress cannot do a better
thing than to pass a Nicaragua canal
bill. Even if the $5,000,000 interest
shoukl default for a year or two, a
business-like scrutiny of the fraudulent
features of the pension roU?mind you
»c Bay the frauxfuJervi porrion--would re-
coup the treasury five or Bix times that
amount yearly. Ab both Harrison and
the Republican party are committed to
the advisability of the construction of
this great work, it would be an excellent
idea to go ahead aud guarantee the
bonds under proper restrictions. First
protect the government and then give
the guarantee.

It is pleasant to know that Los
Angeles will he well represented at the
New Orleans convention. That body
will comprise a large number of the
representative men of the nation. We
notice tbat the attendance from the eaßt
promises to be numerous and influential,
and the south is enthusiastic for the
completion of tbe canal at the earliest
possible moment. Senator Morgan, of
Alabama, will preside over the conven-
tion. It should assume to speak with
authority as representative of the pro-
gressive and enlightened spirit of tbe
American people.

The da\' the canal shall open to com-
merce tbe lands of California will
double in value.

A BAD PRECEDENT.

It ia greatly to be regretted that the
recent action of tho truateea of tbe
Stockton Insane asylum laid down the
bad precedent that politics should figure
in the selection of the person to be ap-
pointed as medical superintendent of
that institution. Governor Markham
should not have yielded so far to his
partisan prejudices aa to imperil the ef-
ficiency of this class of institutions as to
permit them to be made the football of
politics. Had he made his appoint-
ments with a view to non-
partisanship, no such misfortune to the
state could have occurred as to remove
a man simply because lie was of a differ-
ent school of politics from that in power
at the capital.

For nearly thirty years, from the time
of Governor Haight, thet administration
of our principal asylum has been free
from politics. It is the very worst thing
that could happen to our asylums to
plunge them into "the filthy pool of
politics," aud this is what Markham has
done in the case of tlieStockton asylum.
Institutions of this kind cannot flourish
where any other test than that of fitness
is applied in selecting the men who con-
duct them. To put a party test or a
factional test on tbe place is to rater on
tbe road to inefficiency, mal-adminis-
traticn and Ecanda).

The conduct of an insane asyluru re-
quires high skill aud mucli experience
of a kind that can he acquired nowhere
else and that is cf small use in any
other situation. If the position of
medical superintendent is to bo made
the football of politics and put among
the political offices of the state it will
not be easy to gel competent physicians
to take the place. If the election
of a Republican governor means
that the superintendent must step
out in caEe he is a Democrat, or
if the man who is appointed under one
Republican governor muet give up his
place when another Republican govern-
or with another eet of friends comes into
office, it willsoon happen that no man
of learning or reputation willtake the
place. The man who is qualified for the
place cannot afford to take it for a four
years' term if lie is to be turned out to
make room for a favorile at the end of
that time. Toe place willtherefore go
at laet to unfit men whose only recom-
mendation is their political belief or
their services to a fraction ofa party.

There should be practically life tenure
of office for efficient men, and no man
should be discharged on the ground oi
his political belief or for any other rea-
son than unfitness to perform the duties
of his position. Furthermore when a
new medical superintendent is appointed
he should be in the fuil vigor of life, a,

man who has twenty-five or thirty years
to devote to his profession and the
strength and spirit to see that the insti-
tution is conducted properly.

Itmay be noted that the five institu-
tions of the etale are not connected, in
administration or conduct, each being
under a separate board of directors,
electing ila own officers and making its
own rules. A consolidation of control
and a non-partisan policy are needed.

It is a littlecheeky for a Republican
paper to call upon the people to vote the
Republican municipal ticket if they
want good government. The only check
the people have now upon bad govern-
ment is in the fact that there are some
Democrats in it. When the Republicans
had the entire city government to them-
selves they ran municipal affairs in so
extravagant and high-hane'ed a manner
that tho peeople became alarmed, and
at the last election they placed a num-
ber of Democrats in the council and the
other city offices. Tbe Democrats have
presented a fine ticket. From top to
bottom there is not a name on it that
willnot bear the closest scrutiny, and
the people can make no mistake in sup-
porting it- Good government will be
assured if it is elected.

Tiiebe was an upward spirt iv silver
on the 24th, but it ia generally conceded
to have been speculative and not at all
due to anything the monetary confer-
ence has done or may do. Indeed,all that
has so far transpired in the conference
Bbows a determined opposition to the
restoration of silver to a parity with
gold on any fixed standard. The dele-

gates from Great Britain and Germany
are strongly in favor of monometallism,
and without their co-operation it ia
difficult to ccc how any measure favor-
ing silver can be agreed upon. Baron
Rothechild is to submit a plan of proce-
dure for the conference tomorrow.
What that plan may be iB not known;
but it can hardly be expected that it
Willoffer anything practical to rehabili-
tate silver. The debates in the confer-
ence, as they reach the public, will
doubtleßS he cut down and to a certain
extent garbled ;but the general effect of
the controversy will doubtleßS be to
set the people to thinking on this im-
portant subject; and wlien tbey come to
realize that the contraction of the tang-
ible money of the world to yellow metal
alone is to the injury of the debtor class
and inuei necessarily increase the finan-
cial power in all business transactions
of the creditor class, they will perhaps
awakeu to the appreciation of the great
value of bimetallism to the industrial
and commercial world.

Thh suit brought by Welch to declare
the new Australian ballot law unconsti-
tutional is looked upon by the leading
members of the bar of San Francisco as
a farce. Its only effect will have been
to delay the announcement of thereßult.
The Golden Gate is specially prolific of
fool crotchets of this kind. In most
quarters Welch is looked upon as a tool
of Kelly and Crimmins, who, h.oving
failed to carry the election, desired to
obstruct it. Carroll Cook, of course, saw
a fee in it. The money to maintain the
litigation is supposed to have been con-
tributed by the Republican office hold-
ers, who hoped to held over and con-
tinue to enjoy their fat Balarieß. It is
hard on sensible people that cranks
Ebould be permitted to use the machin-
ery of the courtß for Bedlamite purposes,
but it cannot well be avoided. The fool
killeris the only one who could get in
his work effectively, and he won't,
more's the pity.

The meeting of citizens last night to
take steps to institute needed reforms in
the city government was largely at-
tended. Several speeches were made
and suggestions offered, and a commit-
tee of fifteen was appointed to meet to-

morrow afternoon and deliberate upon
the measures to be urged upon the legis-
lature to carry out the objects of reform.
This mcrvement is in its infancy; but if
it is followed up with honest determina-
tion itwillresult in great good to tho
city and county. The committee would
do well to carefully consider the propo-
sition to erect Lob Angeles and a com-
pact territory outside the pueblo into a
city and county government.

Winter seems to have set in at last.
There is every sign that we will have a
good drenching storm, and that the rain
lias come to pay* us a good visit. We
are in want o! a wet winter, and we are
likely, from appearances, to lyiveit.

Ex Sueriff J. G. Kays yesterday
brought a foreclosure suit against the
Citizens' Water companyMor $200,000.
The city and a number of prominent
citizens were made defendants with the
company.

County Clerk Ward yesterday issued
certificates to the gentlemen who gath-
ered in the county offices on November
Bth.

SMITH-TEPSEN.

A Pleasant AffairWhich Hal Just Come
to Light.

Mr. J. A. Smith, known to hiß inti-
mate associates as "Gus," the efficient
police clerk, has so many warm friends
that anything that concerns him is of
general interest. Mr. Smith possesses
each fine personal qualities that it will
not surprise those who know him to
learn that he has won for his bride a
most charming young lady, Miss Annie
Tepsen of Sycamore, 111., and that they
were married on November 10th at
Monrovia by Rev. Will A. Knigbten.
Mr. and Mrs. Smith have the hearty
good wishes of all who know them, and
particularly of the newspaper men of
the city. ?

PERSONAL. .
W. A. Merralls has returned from a

month's business trip to San Francisco.
L. Balart, representing A. Suarez tt

Co. of New Orleans ie in the city on a
business trip.

J. W. Oliver, representing Curtis &
Wheeler of Rochester, N. V., is in the
city on a business trip.

Mr. and Mra. Robert Gibb of Sarnea,
Ontario, Mr. and Mrß. James C. Mc-
Farland of Oregon, Mr. and Mrs. J. W.
Bryant of San Bernardino, Mr. C. H.
Walker of Burlington, la., Mr. J. Mor-
gan of San Francisco, Mr. (and Mra. S.
Osgood of Proqidence, are among the
late arrivals at the Bellevue Terrace
hotel.

Handsomely Fnrnlshed.
The beautiful residence of J. F.

Cosby, jußt completed, at the corner of
Figueroa and Thirtieth Btreetß, iB one
of the handsomest structures in the
city. What makes it more attractive is
the artistic manner in which it has been
painted by Mr. G. Stromee, tbe well-
known house and sign painter of 208
West Fourth Btreet, whose work is
always satisfactory and is invariably ac-
ceptable. Mr. Stromee enjoys the repu-
tation of doing work at the most reason-
able rates and is first class in every re-
spect. It would pay you to visit the
residence of Mr. Cosby and see the
elegant appearance of the residence,
from the fact of the good taßte shown in
its painting. Mr. Stromee's place of
business is at 208 West Fourth street,
where you willfind a courteous gentle-
man and honorable dealings.

Belgian Glass-Blowers Released.
Washington, Nov. 20.?Acting Secre-

tary Spaulding has issued an order for
tbe release of 16 Belgian glaBS-blowers
detained at New York since the 10th in-
stant on suspicion of being contract
laborers, a careful investigation having
dieclpeed no evidence whatever of viola-
tion of the law.

A Popular Homestead,
Tho Adamß-st'eet Homettead tract, 152 lots

at $295 per lot,including four large houses an'l
other handsome improvements, with payments
of $10 a ttonth without interest, is a great suc-
cess. Obtain prospectus from Southern Cali-
fornia Laud Co., 230 North Main street. Car-
riages go to the property at 10 a. m. and 2 p.
m. Monduy.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

THE ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE

SOCIETY AT BAN DIEGO.

Three Hundred Delegates In Attendance.
Committees Appointed?The Open-

ing of the Session?lnter-
esting Proceedings.

The Christian Endeavor union of Cali-
fornia has been holding its annual con-
vention at San Diego, 300 delegates
being present at the opening at the
First Presbyteiian church in that city
on Friday morning. The session was
opened at -o'clock by President Stephen
E. Kieffer of Auaheim. Shprt saluta-
tory addresses were made by Hon. 11.
H. Williams, president of the board of
delegates, on behalf of San Diego; Rev.
C. VV. .Maggart, for the Christian En-
deavor union of that city, and by Rev.
W. B. Noble on behalf of the city
churches. President Kieffer responded
for the convention.

This was followed by papers on Per-
sonal Work, as follows : Whattlt Is, by
Miss Bertha E. laenberg of Ventura;
How to Do It. Miss Ada L. Galloway of
Santa Ana; Who Must Dolt, by J. T.
Price of Riverside. A 10-minute discus-
sion followed each paper. The Pastors'
Half-hour was next conducted by Rev.
A. C. Stuitber of Los Angeles, the topic
being How Can Ende%vors Help Pastors ?
At 4 o'clock Secretary Merrian of the
State Endeavor union opened the free
parliament with the query, How May
the Pastor Help the Society?

In the evening the delegates reas-
sembled and held a prayer and praise
service to 7:30, after which Rev. L. F.
Laverty of East Lob Angeles delivered
the convention sermon, his subject be-
ing Jesus Revealing the Father. The
Rev. A. W. Rider of Loa Angeleß then
made an address on The Power of an
Endless Life.

The committees appointed at the after-
noon session were as follows:

Businesß and greetings?Rev. J. H.
Collins. Los Angeles; MisßSorrieCooke,
Santa Ana; Miss Edith Bonestett, Ven-
tura; Dr. W. V. Coffin, Whittier; E. D.
Chapiu, Lob Angeleß.

Credentials?Frank Painter, San
Diego; Mr. SuelJ, Ventura: Richard
Pearson, El Modena.

Resolutions ?Rev. J. W. Reynolds,
Pasadena; Misß Bernap, Riverside;
Rev. Phillips, Buena Park ; Mrs. Crooks,
Santa Barbara; Rev. C. W. Maggart,
San Diego.

Constitution and by-laws?W. R.
Guy, San Diego; Rev. J. T. Hopkins,
Santa Ana; Miss Stoutt, Riverside.

Nominations?Prof. C. E. Tebbetß,
Pasadena;. Rev. A. W. Rider, Los An-
geles ;M. C. Turner, San Diego; Mr,
Jordan, Riverside; Miss bertha IS. Isen-
berg, Ventura.

Saturday's session was opened by sun-
rise prayer meeting at 0:30, which was
followed by a business session and the
reading of various papers.

In the afternoon a Christian Endeav-
or excursion around the bay was en-
joyed, and a session was held at the
Hotel Coronado. Reports from the
district, county aud local unions were
presented. An address, Echoes from
the North, wns given by President
Alexander of the state union. The free
parliament on committee work was con-
ducted by Rev. C. W. Maggart.

Benefit Concert.
The benefit concert given by the

friends of Miss Josephine Williamß,
whoso property wae burned a short time
ago, will occur next Friday evening,
December 2d, at the Los Angeles thea-
ter. An excellent programme willbe
presented, aB some of the leading profes-
sionals of the city have volunteered.
Among those who will assist are Mrs.
Minnie Hance-Owens, Miss Bertha Pen-
ning, Miss Gertrude Finney, Misß Ger-
trude Foster, Miss Letha Lewis, Mr.
William Piutti, Mr. Tomascewicz, Pres-
ton Ware Orem, H. C. Portway, Charles
S. Ward, the Lorelei quartette and oth-
ers. The literary part of the entertain-
ment willbe conducted by Mr. Ludlam.

Wm. S. Allen.
One of the most popular furniture and

carpet houses in this city is tbat of Mr.
WilliamS. Allen, located at 332 and 334

Spring street. Tbe store iB a
most commodious one and in it ia a
complete line of all kinds of furniture,
carpets and linoleums, which are being
disposed of at remarkably low prices.

Don't purchase anything in this line
before inspecting Mr. Allen's fine lineof
goods. He will be sure to please you,
as he does anyone who is fortunate
enough to purchase from him. He has
an extra fine stock for tbe holidays and
invites the public tocall and examine the
rame.

Stanton Relief Corps Fair.
The annual fair of the Stanton relief

corps, which has been held in the Turn-
verein hall for the past three days,
closed last night. Peak and Scbone-
man, the juvenile musical wonders, con-
tributed tbe amusement for the evening.
The young men gave a neat performance,
and have much musical talent. The
Ahren orchestra also donated their ser-
vices for several selections. All of the
unsold articles were auctioned off.
About $400 was realized.

A Small Fire.

There waß a small fire yesterday after-
noon on Alieo street, near Alameda. A
barn belonging to H. K. Shafer was
burned, together with about two tons of
hay belonging to John Boynini. There
waa about eight tons of hay in the barn.
It is thought that tbe tire originated
through the carelessness of some boys.

Amateur Baseball.

The young Tufts-Lyon baseball club
again defeated the yough St. Vincents,
on last Thursday, by the score of 23 to
7, thus winning three out of five games.
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NATURALFRUIT FLAVORS.^
\f*anilla :\ °f perfect purity-
Lemon - Of great strength.

AJm"nd - Econom y,nthelruse

Flavor as delicately

&nd dellolously as the fresh fjrjp-
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And at once. We need the room for PianosWe mean business.
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IQ3 NORTH SPRING STREET. 11-17

Now I© tlie Tirrje

bow, the quality as high as trie best ia
tbe world, and the prices as low aB close buying nnd a brisk business "can make
them. Take good advice and buy a hat or anything else you need in the way of
men's furnishings at once from

DESMOND. Th
MEN'S FURNISHER.
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A CHRISTMAS DINNER
tf 1 l' ft 3 i \u25a0 2§\ Is an CD j°yal>le affair, but in order to

-V iCvllrO!) L/,7 In' have it prove a complete success a hand-
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II k/HWT «f\ 3 the surroundings.

Cheerfulness helps the appetite, so
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fHV^^*y !̂-^"''t1-/-' '' 1' \u25a0 f alike willfeel in a royal mood forChrist-
i(rlj^p*i?^e&sSw* ? mas dinners and aII other home exer-
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2-41 S. Spring St.
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CHOICE GUARANTEED MORTGAGES for sals. Safe,
Clean, Strong, Simple, and in every way extremely de-
sirable, and satisfactory. Interest oollectiblo at your

own bank the day due. *
We offer nothing but what we have invested our own mon-

ey in and are willingto guarantee. Sent anywhere in the
United States. Send for pamphlet.
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SECOND ANNUAL.

FREE GIFT SALE
-3-OF DOLLS-i(-

To every purchaser of Shoes of

$2.50. AND UPWARDS.

THE QUEEN Shoe Store, 162-164 N. Main street,
willgive, free ofcharge, a beautiful Christmas Prize Dol
on and after November 25, 1892.

Our prices are the most reasonable; our shoes wear

the best. Satisfaction always guaranteed.

SHOW WINDOW,

C. F. A." LAST,
Successor to^^^^^9 £^^^^l3l N* Main st

WHOLESALE AND XETAIL

WINE m LIQUOR MERCHANT.
Finest stock of Old Hermitage, W. H. Mcßrayer, Old Crow, Spring Hill. New Hope.

Blue Grass, Bond <fc Lillard, Mellwood, Old Taylor, etc. Straight Kentucky Whiskies. Seam-
Iilyand medicinal trade solicited. 9 303m


