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For the Virginian.
.. The East Tennessee Raid.
* Messrs. Editors :
‘I do "hot offer myself as the champion of
“any one, but realizing, as I do, the manner in
,which the great mass of public opinion is
formed,'I *feel it my bounden duty to say a
few words'in reply to the article promulgated
by the Editér of the Advocute, assisted by the
Pust Comininder at Bristol, relative to the re-
cent Yankeé'raid in E. Tenn. First: So far
a3 the editor is concerned, I would simply re-
mark, that being no General myself, I feel 2
delicacy in criticizing the proofs ke has given
to the world of his genius in that live. But
uufortunately for'a proper appreciation of his
merit in the minds of some, he demonstrates
himself afier the difficulties he treats of have
passed away. He is evidently, though, a
great General, and if his fore-sizht prove as
good as his hind-sight. he is no doubt a gun
that will drive the ccntre every shot. I can
only regret that such ability is lying in “eold
obstruction,” while our country needs. it to
command her armies in the field. Had Gen.
Marshall been aware of his presence. in ocr
midst, I don’t suppose he would have presum-
ed to have taken the covimand of his forces
in his recent effurt to eapture the enemy.—
And whilst I hesitate to offer any objections
to the Editor’s conclusions, I do vot fear range
ing beside them a few truths, and I propose
doing so in us brief a manner as possible.—
When my own personal knowledge has been
at fanlt, [ have appealed for facts to officers
competent to give them. I therefore speak
confidently as appertains to wy own, and ad-
visedly in regard to the stateménts of others.
The enemy entered the State of Va., through
Crank’s Gap, in the Cumberland Mountains,
on the night of the 28th of December, and as
was to be expected, their presence was not
discovered uatil the morning of the 20th, and
‘information of their movements was not re-
‘ceived by Gen. Marshall until about 10 o’clock
‘the same night. Said information gave their
‘furce as 4,000, and located them at Pattons-
‘ville, §oott Co., at 1 o’clock that day. The
‘dispatch containing it was received from Mor-
ristown; witkin the military district of E.
Tenn., aud it was reasonable to suppose that
‘the authorities of said district received infor-
‘tation at the same time. I have not-consulted
with Gen. Marshall, and do not know what
‘his ‘ideas were as 1o the intended” movements
\of the enemy.. I merely judge of him by how
‘he acted in the premises. He immediately
‘telegraphed the information-to the Command-
‘ants of his various corps, and began the eon-
.centration of his necessarily scattered forces.
‘Why they were séaifered in this eaten-out and
‘half provided country need not be explained
'to any one. Theintention of the énemy, when
‘this news was received, was not known, and
"‘there was no means of conjecturing it. That
‘he came to do damage no one doubted, and
there were two points at which, from his then
position, he could strike a stunniug blow-—
‘the Salt-Works, in the district 6f Gen. Mar-
shall, and the rail road bridges, in the district
of E. Tenn. Now, where was Gen. Mar-
shall’s first duty? According to the Editor
and “Post Commander,” he should have ad-
vanced to the rescue of E. Tenn.
If this be the case, and Gen. Marshall s
expected to protect the department of E.
Tenn., he ought to be so instructed by the
War Department, and have the. force placed
at his disposal to doso. A regiment of his
‘cuvalry was posted only a short time since a
dew miles within the precincts of said depart-
ment, and directly in the line of approach
taken by the enemy in their recent raid.—
Gen. Smith did not deem their presence - of
any importance to its military defence, and
ordered them out—when the hour of need ar-
rived they were 50 miles away,
Gen. Marshall’s first dispositions were made
by throwing a regiment of his cavalry forward
80 as fo cover the approach to the Salt Works,
around  which point a battalion of artillery
-was that night concentrated. A regiment of
infaatry and two battalions of cavalry were
concentrated at Bristol, to protect that place
and the line of rail road intervening between
here and there.  On the morning of the 30th,
- and as soon as the probablé intentions of the

enemy became known, Gen. Marshall im-
-mediately began to rush preparations for
sending all his available force to Bristol,

- .y Which poing the Post Commander and others
- stelegraphed him was ‘hourly expected to be
. /attacked. There was reported rolling stock
ient at this point in the morning to have
orwarded Col. Hawkins’ battalion of infant-

‘*y atonce. Xt was ordered to the depot, but
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when the Col. arrived thero, he reported to
the Gen. that the transportation upon which
he had relied, had disappeared in the direc-
tion of Bristol. The Gen. telegruphed to the
agent at that place to have the cars immediate-
ly returned, who permitted an hour aud a
half to elapse before any reply was made at
all; he then dispatched to know whether Gen.
Marshall ordered them to return, and being
answered in the aflirmative, quietly replied to
the Gen. that he must first get an order from
the Superintendent at Lynchburg, before he
could comply. After still further delay, the
order was procared from Lyuchburg, but the
transportation did not arvive until aboyt 7}
o’clock in the evening—Col. Hawkins’
mand waiting at the depot for it from abhout
11 A. M. uuniil that hour. Col. Gilwer's re-
giment of cavalry'had in the mean time been
ordered from its position in the n ighborhood
of Lebanon to join the main. fores at Bristol
with all possible diapatch. The ecars sot off
from this point about 8% o’cluck, but were de
layed by becoming stalled on the w ay from
arriving at Bristol until between 11 aud 192
that night. The enemy had then burned the
bridge at Zollicoffer and Watauga, and  the
last news received from hith was that he was
proceeding westward from those poiets wich
the probable intention of committing farther
depredations in that dir
had with him at this
lan'l 300 cavalry, with two batteries of artii.
lery.

cunm-

On the morning of the 31st, information was
received that the enemy bad turned Lack in
the direction of Blountville, which made it
apparent that he had begun his retreqt,

To parsue him with infantry and artillery

was impossible: and to parsue him (2,800
strong) with but 300 cavalry with any hoge of
capturing him, was foolish, Gen. Muarsiall,
therefore, waited for Giltnors euw Iy {0 come
up, which did so about 2 ek v the day,
having ridden a distance of 37 miles with: ut
halting for 2 moment.  As soon es the Lorses
eould be fed, the command was again put in

s % ~ ag
motion, together with Cluy’s and Johuson’s

battalions, in all abut 830 wmen. The eue-
my had about 12 hours the |

sued, however, a dist i
ortaken alout

nce
rear guard ov
2d of Jan
mmediacely hoo
g0t possesginn
I upon ue, and the ody

my was pressing out gt

they enterad pertuient,

the major portion of the conunand badtravel-
ed a distance of about 12 miles, and the
whole  with but @ single wieal to eat,
course of the enemy was not oh«tifictad in
any way by the peopls of the country from
the time they entered until they left the Stuce,
and what is seill more rewwrkahle. nol one
particle of information was received feom the
same source relative to their’ mivamen
General Marshall moved entirely by his own
Jjudgment, and from infirmating derived from
his own scouts.  Mach of the most important
information he received even from this iatter
Source, subSequent developements proved to be
incorrect,

Gen, Marshall’s conduct throuchont will
bear the closost serutinw of any intellizon:
criticism. If the people of the eiuntry gr “the
powers that be” ave not gatisfied with %nis -
activity, all they will have to do will be tohun-
loose the shagkles that are unen him, or place
him in some situation whore his tulents
may have an opportunity to, illastrate then-
selves. e has, from fiest ¢ Iast, been -
pered down to a diminutive mounain distriot:
and what General, either of this or any other
country, ever distinguished himeelf it moun-
tain warfare? Gen, Lee, the present cyno-
sure of every eye, failed sigually in his moon.
tain campaign—add Gen, Roseneranz, the
ablest of our foes, who was pitted against him,
fared no better. Gen. Marshall received a
military education, and has bad the wilitacy
experience of a fortier war. At the breaking
out of hostilities, no man enjoyed a hizher re-
putation” than he; and now. because he does
not rise superior almost to fate itssif. he must
needs be subjected to the petty eriticism of eve-
ry popinjuy Post Commarider, maudlin editor
or cross-roads critic, who clioses to appear in
print.

I have thus traced briefly the course of ‘the
enemy in and out of the State. I now pro-
pose to turn back aud review the officigl re-
port of Maj. General, “the Post Commander.”
Were the egotism, nonsense, and false asser-
tions taken vut of: Liis report, I veally cannot
see what would be left of it. ' I don’t blame
the writer for putting his name in print—his
apparent conviction of seif-imporiance is a
sufficient apology for that. I do not deem,
however, the same apology sufficient for his
false and contradictory statements, since 1
have bgen taught in moral philosophy, that
when a man makes an assertion as true, he
should " first ascertain it to be such.” T shall
be as brief in my exsracts from his report as
circumstances will allow.  First fe says, 1
learned on the morning of the 30th, that the
enemy, instead of comiog from Estiliville to
this place, had turned to the right in the di-
rection of Blountville, which satistied me they
were aiming for Holston Bridge” _Now if
the Post Commander really did get this in-
formation, why did he not felegraph it imme-
diately to his superior at Knoxville ? There
was_ample time to have ordered reinforce-
ments even from that distanee.
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Abingdon ? Insread of imparting this im-
portant information, he telegraphs as fol-
lows : “Enemy reported in twi uty miles of
this place last night. Thiee of hisgeonts were
captured 12 mniiles' frm hoye”—onid not one

word was said about a movemont towaid ol *
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f1oi. Gen. Marshall

g Figd |

time about 800 mfanity |
Muarshall,

Again, why |
did he not telegraph it to Goms Marshall at

ston Bridga. Th
him at 10§ o'¢l
Azain, after d 2 the result ofa consul-
tation with Coi 5l mp relative to u dispateh
that e {Col. Signip) had received from Col.
Chiy, titat the enom moving in the
recition of - Holston ge,  and. which was
really the firstincimation he (the Post Com-
wander ) had to that effeet, and by which eon-
sultation it was afreed to move ty its protec-
tion, he says: - “Whilst T was at the Tenn.
Depot hurrying ne the trains, some unvehable
messenger camie ‘n and reported the enemy
within three miles of thi e, when Col.
Sler it inie face of his dispateh from Liout

¥, thattlie enemy were rone to 1}
Holston, moved Lis resiment in the direciion
of Blountviile, With utddvising Me of it ur the
least consultagion.”

To show how wnch reliance the Post Com-
mander put in, this last information, as also
the forier, we find him telegraphing to Gen.
Mugrshall betwoen L and 2 Pt abput which
time the bridgesiwere buvaing as fast as five
eoutd consome tiam: “Huemy raported with-
in three miles of (s place, . Have moved ont
our forces to, kL. Send us feintus
ments and ammsanition,  Detachs
ported moving u Holston Brid
we vave the Posed ommander, by his awn ad
mission, and iuthe face of his divect infor-
mation to the conaary, telegraphing General

dispateh was received from
M.

S place

il::'-.h.

that'tie wmalid L'uc"ly of the enemy
Was in shiree iles of Bristol, whilst a were
detachment was woving upon Holston Bridge.
It lovks trea Aguin, he says in his
reports ““Our available focce at this (e eon-
sixted of some 300 cavalry aund 800 infantry,
angd the enemy operatiug against us at the
Hulston shiowed “some 13007 T illustrate
that the Post Camnander knew these figures
to befalve when®he pouned” them, T will ex-
tract from a dispateh forwarded by wim (o
Gen. Mavshall a0 the thine, viz :—“Wa have
ottty and 260 cavairy—ean you send
ustwe pieees of artilery with canister and
shrapnel 2 A difaponce. between the true
and faise statedients of 450 men, -~ Awain, 1

continned— H4d Col. Stemp done his pli

duty, as I urzed him, and gone to-the Haol-
sion, we would bave saved the bridges and
probably caprured the whele Federal force.”
This asseriion ¥ ] }

i,

ly know what to thinl
of, wheg 1 aat woat thevexy time. tog
Rost Covimai urying Col. Slerop to 0
to their proteetion; the Lridees were 1 the
2ssion of the premy and in process of de-
straciion.  Po demwonstrate this noing betier,
L have ouly to make an estiact from b own
Writing, viz:—*Ashort time ter, one of my
couriers came i with dispatches that the
Bridge Guard higd heen surrounded on the
woriieny of the 30 by 1400 Federal «';W;-.f.'y.
and had surreadeded without firing a gun.”

Here it will baZfecn by his own siowing,
that the brideos were cavtured on. the 2z0mn-
ing of the 30¢h, and yet he was urgiag a car-
rison for thieir plutection between 1 ana 2|
o'elock in the evinin Auzain, he savs: “On
the morning of the 31st, Gen. Marshall was
reinforesd by & siring reciment of cavalry,
numbering some 600 (o 300 men? A bLriof
extract, but contaiin two falsehccds.,

The regiment was Col. Giliner’s, and eon-
sisted of about 500 men, and arrived about 2
o'cluck in the eveliing. After detailing the
result of a reconmoissance down the railroad
on tee morning of the 31st, and by which his
scouts returned with the information that “the
eneuy were then{ 1 A, )enchmpedon Snapp’s
farm, four oxilos below Blountville”—he eonti-
ues: I comounieated to (Gen, Marhsall at |
ance, and. eonfidently expected him to move
his 1200 cavalry in the divection of Blount-
ville”” " This must be taken as a joke. Gen.
Marshall at no. timie find more than 800 caval-
ry, and at 11 A M tle time the Post Com-

hay

mander “coutidentiy expeeted him to move
his 1200 cavalry,” Ke., he hadbat 300 eavalry
o move. I am sorsy that the General, owing
to circumstauces, was unable to fill the Com-
mgider’s expoctatizns, :
Lshallnot eritioize the opinions set forth in
this remarkabie Goneial’s official repori—somge
of them are so ridicaious as searce to adwit it
L have made a few o¥iracts from his literacy
performances, simply t show bis consistency.
L eannot ¢lose, howpyer. without adverting to
& statement contaiwed.in one of his most for-
eible pavageaphs, L had thought, that even
among the most gifted masters of the art of
war, that there §us a eertain amouant of
schoolingz coupled witha moiety of experience
aecessary, befure even the greatest hound into
the wréna where battles are Jost and won, but
in this instance, we have a full-fledged Gene-
ral suddenly “appéaring in oar midst, who
pounces wiih astwaishing ferovity upon one of
0is fellow associates, aud with a few dashes
of the pen, when ihe events he would cuide,
bave all transpired, effectaally disposes of his
antagonist, and ‘writes bimself down one of
the . greatest Captaing of the age. For in-
stance—*flad my plans of eperations been |
adopted and carried out, the bridges would:|
have heen saved apl the enemy eaptured.”
IHere we have a modest declaration of - this
wonderful man’s estimate of his own abiliry. |
Tt is not given as a matter of opinion, but as- !
serted as a solemn *and much-to-be regretted |
fact. T mny safely elaim that no other Gene-
ral—not even amond the Casars, the Nupo-
leons and the Hanitals—ever beforo stole the

i
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vower which properiy bolongs to Divinity to
assist them.in theirmilitary movements. -An
appreciative country ‘should, and I believe |
will at olice ariss, and with the majesty. of |
Lireir power, insist phat-sthe - President place |
in supreme commgna of oar armies, this new- |
ly discoverod andisupsrnaturval child of the

west. Victory wogld nj lonzer be o matter

ofisneentation’ deps ; ugsndtlie compardas
tive stren giliof tie s avinics, -on the
strategic moves and combinations formed by

& 2
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such men as Lee and Johnston, but a moral
certainty derived from a thorouch knowledge
1e great law of eause and effect. I for one
Hing to vield bim the palm—hut only

2s his power of divining events is eon-

, for I'find that he, like most mortals,
been liable to be led astray in his state-
ment of facts, and still farther, liké other mor-
tals. {especially when they have been afflicted
by an inordinate amount of self-coneeit,) has
heen prone to taik about things of which he
knew nothing wiore thau the man in the moon.
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Abingdon, Jan. 11th, 1863.
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Symopsis of the Presidenti’s Mes-
sage.

Ricayoxo, January 14, The annual mes-
sage of President Duvis was read in Congress
to-day. ¢

It cpens with a view of the military posi-
tion of affuirs, which are « described as very
satisfactory.

The fourth great army of invasion has been
defeated in Virginia, and General Burnside
has experienced the fate of his three predeces-
sors, MeDoweli, MeClellan and Pope.

In the West the fortunes of war have been
varivus, Baitles have heen fought with fear-
tul zarnage on both sides, but the hopes of the
f‘gumy of any decisive result Lave been bafil-
ed, ?

On the Atlantic eoast the euemy are still
confined to the protecting cover of their fleets,

A review of our history shows that the war
has now entered its third and last stage. The
first effort was fo restore the Union, and has
been abandouved. The seeond was to congquer
the Suuth and govern it as depeudency of the
North; this too has proven impossible and has
been abandoned. The third design is to de-
stroy “and plunder what they could not sub-
Jjugate. -If we continue the same efforts as in
the past this design will ikewise be defeated,
aud we may confidently expect that this is the e
closing year of the war. The enemy will pos-
Sess Leither spirit nor resoarces for continu-
ing it the fourth year in %o exbaustive a scale.
We desive peace, but will continue the war at
any sacrifice uutil our rights to self-govern-
meut and the soversiguty and independence
of the States are Vindieated and established.

- foreign relazions are next reviewed.—.

right 1o regoguigion s shown oy reference

the past history of other States, some of
which were recognized as independent by
Grest Britian in the treaty of peace of 1783,
and had been previously allica in war with
Prance.  When onr commissioners demanded
recognition, they were told that foreign gov-
eruments eonld not decide between the con-
flicting statements made by our government
and that of the United States in respect to our
mutnal relations, and that Burope could sim-
ply recognize vs as belligerents and preserve
a stries neutrallicy. This apparent refusalito
decide was in reality against us, becanse we
were then anjustly deprived of diplomatie in-
tercourse on the same footing as our enemies,

The question of the blockade is discussed at
length.  Tts invalidity is shown, as tested b
the principlesof the Congress of Parisin 1856
The whole conduct of neutral nations is sum-

red up 8o as to show that they have enforced
all neatral rights that effected us injuriously,
and refrained from asserting those that wonld
injure the United States.

The correspondence, between the Courts of
France, Great Britain and Rassia, is adverted
to. The language of the French dispatch is
constraed as & formal admission of our ability
“ maintain our independence, and justifies
the hope of eariy recognition,

The barbarities committed by the Northern
troops are referred to, and the action taken in
relation to the atrocigies committed by Gene-
rals Butler, McNeil Snd Milroy explained.—
The opinion is expressed that the infamy of
their supericrs, who have, in no one instance,
punisiied the perpetrators of these crimes.

In relation to Lincoln’s proclamation, the
President says our detestation is tempered by
profound eontempt for his impotent rage,—
The action of the goverament will be confined
todelivering up 4l commissioned officers here-
after captured in the ten States named in the
proclammution, te be tried by the States under
the laws which punish. those that éxeite ser-
vile insurrection. The proclamation is treat-
ed as possessing areat significance in & politi-
cal view. It proves what were the designs of
the republican party from the beginning, not-
withstanding their efforts to conceal them by

{ false declarations, The proclamation is next

considered as a guarantee against the possi-
bility of reconstruction. It is also treated as
a_confession of incapability to sabjugate the
South, which Burope will be bound to consid-
er as justifying our immediate recognition or
an intimation to the people of the North, that
they must submit to’'a final separation of the
States. 2 - :

The message, which is the longest yet issu~
ed by the President, embraces & comprehen-
sive review of the whole internal and externad
relatione of the country. Itis confident, even:

 triumphant in tone, and closes with a tribute’

to our womeny without whose sablime sacri-
fices it deelares that our suecess would- have
been imposssible.

E e
The Confederate Finanees.
_ Ricuxonp, Jan. I5th.
The report of the Secretary of the Treasu-
ry-shows that from the commencement of the
permanent Government, to 31lst December,
the receipts were 5457, 855,000; éxpeuditures
SL43,400,000,000.
Estimated amount’ te. be raised
gress, to-1st Jaly, 1,000,000
;The deht of the Govdrnment on the 1st inst.

by Con-

| was 5550,008,000, inciuding 88, bonds, 56 de-

posite certifieates, 232 genoral currency acd

120 of seven thirty nbtes,
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