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NorthernSympatny.
In our last, we expressed our views very

briefly upon this subject. We are sorry that
there are persons within the bounds of onr
circulation,particularly in some of.the neigh-. boring countiesin East Tennessee, who stilL. cherish the absurd expectationthatthe Union
Will be restored. For the consideration of
such, we continue tbesubject.

We might wellsay, as we did in our last
issue, 'if we ever havepeace, we must conquer
U. Nothing to ouradvantageneed be expect-
ed from sympatizers in-the North or North-
west. True, genuine,christian fellow-feeling
for us?feelings correspondent inkind.for.our
cause?do not exist, outside the Confederacy,
to thatextentwhich politicalgamblers, at the
North, would have us believe. There are
thousands,no doubt, who desirepsace?there
life many christian men and women gow in
the Northern States who would rejoice at the
return ofpeace for the sakeof peas*,but even
many such, if riot all, would subjugate us if
they could. The late pretences of such menas
Wood, JohnVan Buren and Seymour, inthat
direction, are designed merelyfor home pur-
poses, which having accomplished, 'the sow

has returned to her wailowing in rfye mire/
orrather 'the dog has returned to his vomit.'

For Mr. Vallandigam,withoutanjpersonal
acquaintance with him, we have something
moreofrespect, for we thinkhe ha9givenevi-
dence of havingsomethingmoreof sincerity
in all his speeches,declarationsand purposes,
as far as they have been developed. But even
he is much deceived, in the hope lie seems to
entertain of, are-construdipnof the Union.?
Just as wellmight he hops, athis bidding, to
turn thecourse of the Holston, or by his own
pocket-whistle to arrest, in a*moment, one of
our railrgad locomotives, when at full«speod
en the descentof tbe mountain grades of the
Allegbanies. The Union, as it was, eatfnever
be restored;and wethink every trueVirginian
will agree with us when we declarethat if we
now had a carte blanche from Lincoln and ail
-bis Cabinet, his Cengress and bis minions,
including Greely, Philips, Beecher, Stowe,
and all that race of the very worst of menand
'woman,,wewould not,ifwecould, writea Con-
stitutionunder whichwe wouldbe now willing
to*lite with them, and to be called their coun-
trymen, asthey wouldbe ours. We could never
again desire to be She acknowledged equalon"

*4y, of th.oß,e who have trampled under foot
what once' was a hallowed Union, around
whioh every generous feeling of every true
ion .of. theSouth waS entwined, and for the
maintenance of whioh even life itself .would
have beep sacrificed?that Union*.we mean, as
we received it at the bands of James Madison
and his co-laborers in the great work .of per-
fecting whatwas then supposell to be the ever-
lasting charter of our liberties.
? \u25a0

No one, whoseinfluenca is ofany worth, in
onr Confederacy, would nowdisgrace,himself
by consenting under the same Govern-
ment with those whose hands have been' im-
brued iii tho best blood of the Smth. No one
with, a Southern heart in hi* bosom, would
everagainco-operatewith thosewtwse avow-
ed purpose now is to make the negro the fel-
low-citizen-ofhis master. No, the Union,can-
pot and ought not tobe restored. The man in
the Confederacy who is for it, is a traitor to

his section, and wouldbe accessory to therle-
structibn of the very.Temple of* Liberty itself.
Tor our own strongarms will giveus, in time,
and that not distant, a Government of law,
orderand civilization* whereour rights shall
be respected, and aperfect equalityofbenefits
and blessings*shali be maintained among so-
vereigns. Let us, then, unite; for the present,
in strengthening the hands of the President, by a proper sympathy and co-operation \a all
justand proper measures, regulated by hfw.
The President and nis advisers should look a-
lone tothe bestinterests of the whole people,
who have confided'such a priceless heritage
'tof'their children to their safe-kuoping. Thin
it is hoped they will eve.r-dg.

In the meantime, whilewe are engaged in
thisConflict for tbe good of the whole Confed-
eracy, Virginia-must do her duty, kt home,
riot only*d taking care of the wives and chil-
dren of her brave sons who are in the army,
but she must develop, asfar as she con, even
in a timeof war,many of herown resources?
looking to theperiod when she herselfis to be
an Empire?as she can and will be, knowing
?O East or West, but Virginia in all her
length avid breadth. Her sops must now of-
ten ask each other, what wouldhave been her
condition and thatof the wfible South, with-
out her canals and railroads??without those
bandswhich havemade her, in Jill respecte,

* the further of all her children,* arid Jhe nur-
sing mother, too, of the children of her sisters,
in whomshe has but a justpride also? She

Hwill neverconsent to a peace upon-any terms
untiLher owntonner>wijtfa its Sic Semper< Ty-
ranms, shall wavef/ftmt the heights of Wheel-
ing and ofNorfolk,of Xlexandria and of. Win-
chester andof Charleston?till her righto are
acknowledgedwherenowtreasonand tyranny
hold their swaf time. She willbe un-
faithful to herself and untrue to her sons, If
she shall relax her hold upon the sword, or

,
abateone tittle of her demands for all that

! wasand stillis hers. j
Good Htews fromKentucky.

A gentlemanwho' came out of tbe
Kentucky afew day* ago, brings theinfor-
mation thaVLihooln's Emancipation Procla-
mation has v. rougbt a very great change in
public Rentimet,andthatmany who werehere-
tofore decided *Union men, are now strong for
the South. It will be remembered that some
months agh, gentlemen, for the privelige of j
taking the Yankee oath of allegiance,were
charged, according to their ability to pay,
from $50 up to »$5,£00, and wherethey could
not pay the money, property to the amount
levied wastaken. A few weeksago, in fright
Ht the present state of public footing, Gen.
Boyie issued an order that all whohad taken
pay should refund the money or property.?;
The Lincoln 'Marshal inBourbonCounty, who
had taken the property of a gentleman,was
called upon by the ownerfor its restoration.
The Marshal, being unable to refund* the
gentlemanat once had him arrestedand im-
prisoned, and at last accounts hewas still in
Hnbo. ?

This shows that agreat revolution has to.
ken place, and that we yet have muchtohope
for in Kentucky. »
1 » \u2666 ? 'For the "Virginian.

ITegro Consdription inRussell.
Messrs. Editors':? Jask the favor' of the

nso Qf a space in your paper, to offer so oere-
marks up»n the action of the County Court,
here, a few days since, in furnishing Russell's?portion of negroes to work on fortifications.

offer strictures upon the action of such a
dignified Judicial tribunal as amodern Coun-
ty Court, affords me noipleasure. But when
meu, in their official capacity, undertake to
transcend theirauthority, it is proper to kt
them understand that they will pot be per-
mitted to escape with impunity.

The law conscripting slaves seems plain
enough to be "underatooaby men, evenofcom-
mon intellectual calibre.. Theroll of the slaves
is to be madeout; and each ownerto furnish
by lot or agreement, hlsjororata share of the
-wholenumber in therequisition. Hired slaves
are in the eye'ofthe law? to be enrolled as if
in possession of.their owners. In the pro-
ceedings of the Court, these provisionsof the
law nve wholly disregarded. The pro rata
distribution is kicked out as some outlandish
thing, and the genilemepcomposing the ma-
jorityof the Court, Coolly laid aside the law

1and undertook W act upon a device of theitv
ovm imagination. They seem, to have mis-
taken thepurpose for which they were called
together, vie :"to carry out the prdvisions of a
Jut-?not to make a new one. They seem to,
have ignored the fact that they were judicial
officers, and fitraiigelyfimagined themselves
,l*jgi<dat<>rs?seemed to have forgotten that
they were inLebanon, andfancied themselves
jinRichmond. We areall sometimes subject,
I mereor less, to these strange hallucinations
!of tbemind, but the Court, in this instance,
I could toot be "fotch to:"?they seemed to.
jhave "had methodin their madness,"
I sisted in their eri*or, although that error was

flaunted in their faces. '."?'.\u25a0'.This Court was called upon to farniskj 40
i slaves out of the whole number in the county.
In the law before them, therule oftheir ac-/
tion was nlainlylaid down. But in their su-
perior wfctam,"they deemedit best to lay a-
side the Tula of lawandadopt a deviceoftheir
own bit ins, by arbitrarily and independent
of all testimony, selecting a few individuals
in the wholecounty, upon whom to put the
burden of the vnhoje requisition made by the

IGovernor. Outof 186 slaves,, owned by 94! masters, they thoughtitbest to select 24 mas-
I ter.f owning 90 slaves, from vfhom totake thei whole 40, leaving 70 masters, owning*96
slaves, exempt from the levy.- When con-
fronted with theallegation,that their proceed-
ings were in disregard of therule and
partial aad .unjust ip their operation, they
sought to justify themselvesby admitting that
"they had* not made the levy by lot or 'agree-
mentwith theowners,but by taking the whole
jtavy from men. whom they thought it would! least injure." When, on account of this ar.bj-
| trary proceeding, an appealto a higher tribu-
\ rial was threatened, one of the Court replied
that such "appeal would be kicked by the
Judse, out of his office." ,'-

They had put the levy upon those whom
they thought best able to bear it. Pray, by
what authority did they constitute them-
selves into nn inquisitorial tribunal, to roam
in their imaginations over the county ami se-
lect a few "fancy" victims, upon whoseshoul-
ders to place a heavy, and illegal burden ??
Did the law justify them in making nhjo dis-
tinctions according to their own? fancy and
independent of all testimony, and to enquire
as to the peculiarabilityor inability of"acer-
tain few, to be conscripted? Their action up-
on the subject assumes that the Act ofAssem-
bly giive them a carte blanche to fill there-
quisition las they thought proper. Inflated
w.ith this notion, andignoringtherule of law,
exemptingthemselves andmany others equal-
ly liable tothe levj,-it is no marvel that tbey
made the "borrowedhorse" (the 24 masters)
"ride free," \u25a0"»' - .Some hare thought it strange, that tbe

'slave holdingportion of the Court who man-
aged this levy, did not exemptsome of their
own negroes, and others feel puzzled over
some verj remarkable exemptions. . These.. things are easily anoodnted for. ''This majo-
rity of the Court had left law and' its vulgar
adjuncts down in the valley, whilst they were
promenadingthe"mountain tops in "the plea-
sant realms Of fancy." selectingfrom amongst
the "outside barbarians" such broad shoul-
deredfellows as were(in the Court's estima-
tion} expressly fitted to bear heavy burdens.
In such a highstate of exploration,it is quite
natural thattbeyshould forgetaeT/j andshould
not even seek to recall to memoryvery near
and dearfriends andrelatives.

The coarsereply which one memberof the
Court made to the intimation of an appeal to
higher authority, probably occurred before
tbemajority had descended from the upper
realms of fancyv It is well that there are
higher judicial tribunals, to correct the fan-
cies of a County Court, especially one that
avowedly lays aside tbe rule of law, andmost
unaccountably imagines that some device,
hammeredout of its ownbrains, is a better

substitute. It is well that the right of ap-
peal exists, and that there are men fearless
and independent enough to resort l!b it, in
contempt of such coarserebuffs as some of the
polishedjudicnMaof modern days sometimes
indulgein. Bfpheither usurped power nor
inflatedvanity, trebly fortified'in the almost
impregnablebulwarks of its own ignorance,
can always carry its end and aims. When
the appealon the action of the Cour.t shall
have,been "kicked out of his office by Judge
Campbell," then wte will"all agree to set down
thepoliteofficial either as a prophet or the
son ofa prophet, if nothingmore. But if on
the other hand, the Judgeshould 4inppen to

(puncture wiih a cambricneedle, this judicial
'balloon, which thejmajorityoftheCourt,is now
flying, there*might be a most calamitous col-
lapse. " When tjfat event shall occur, let the

'unspientific out of theway of the gas, as
it escapes! Such an ex<pfosion might shake
public confidence in the wholeCounty Court
system, and halfincline the peopleto go back
to the mode,under the old constitution,of get-
ting up regular-builtJ. P'e?the only quali-
fications then deemed necessary, being "a
bald head and a portly'abdomen."

In a case whereeach master waslegallyre-
quired to furnish his prorata share of the re-
quisition, therule emanatingfrom the Court
and carriedoutby them, works beautifully.
They found one man with three conscript
slaves, and took all thfee; they found another
with the same number of conscripts, and' ex-
empteda}! three! amongst their.24 fancy vie
time, they found one with two conscripts, and
took them both; another with one conscript,
and tookhim. Fortunatelytheownerof"one
halfof old Pompey" was not on the "fancj
list," otherwisethatsame "half would doubt
less have had to "travel over Jordan." But
their exemptions are quite remarkable. Ir
their anxiety,not to* make the conscriptior,
grievousto anyone, their' sagacity induced
themto takeall three conscripts belongingtc
one man, and exetnpt all three belongingto
another, and yet the latter gentleman was
neither a poorman, "awidow,noran orphon.'
Many, owning two conscripts, were exempted;
and yetone of the 24 masters had his only
couacript taken 1 The Presidentof the Coun
himselfowned two conscripts, and yethad the
good luck to escape thenotice of himself and
his coadjutorsin the work, and tokeep off ol
the proscribed list. Whether he "remember
ed to forget" himself, or whether -be conclud
ed that he had more of the qualifications oi
the Donkey for carrying burdens, is besl
known to himself.

They put tbe conscriptionupon thosewhom
they thoughtitwould least injure 1 Yes, truft
tltdy didthis actof injustice on theone hand,
and favoritismon the otherI?aod they did il
too, reckless of law! And whoate these men*
sopeeufiarly adaptedto bearing extraand il
legal burdens, at the mere ipse dixitof feui
gentlemen composinga majorityof the Coufttj
.Court? tnd not these24 masters possessed ol
equalrights with their foliow-bitizens, and are
they, in any respect, more nearly assimilated

iito the Donkey tribe, tban is the worshipful
Cobrt itself, and So toanyothers whom that
Court exenpted? * And who arethey, whoarc
thus ready to"bindheavy burdens," and thut
generous-to lay thoseburdens upon the backs
ofothers, but have pot the magnanimity tc
"touch them with their littlefinger?" Thej
areput in office by tho people; but none evei
dreamed ofclotbjng them with authority tc
substitute theirownnotions for the'law. Twc
men, with an equaj nUmberofconscripts, and
each equallyliable to the law, afforded a case
in which they' had no discretionarypower to
oppress theone and favor the other. Howevei
abundantlywise andhoweveracute in discri-
mination,they may supposethemselvesto be.
yet tbe public would prefer to see jxbrightei
and better manifestation of those qualities,
than has been exhibited in the case under dis
cvssion. Theymarvel at thestrangeconscrip
tions as wellas at the peculiarity in the ex-
emptions?the latterrunning somuch in acer-
tain channel. They,marvel that men should
departfrom thelawvand soabuse the pewer oi
making a levy. Sanctionthis, and where.is it tc
end ? Ifallleviesare; in contemptof law, anc
at theoption of the Court, to be put upon c

few whom that body imagines best able t<
bear thetn, they havesimply to select their vie
tims. The questionwill no longer be, what
is thelaw in the case, but whatselect few (oui
of the many) arebest able to take heavy anc
illegalburdens ? Pigmy politicians and un
principled demagogueshaverung, the answei
to that question, in the ears ofthe people, dur
ingthe last thirtyyears. .In thecommontrou
.bles, in which we of the South are now in
volved, this buried, ad' captandiim, slang o:
the demagogue,has notbeenrecently heard
God forbidthat it should nowbe revived, anc
its first re-echo should emanatefrom thehall:
ofjustice! Let the stern rebuke ofpublic in.
dignationfall upon those who seek to- usurr
power, and who, tocarry out their own cru.d*
fancies, dare*totrample upon the laws and up
on personalrights. Letthe Voice of the peo
pie boldlyand fearlesslyrebuke every attemp'
of this'character. It is the only way to strij
from tbe ass, the lion's skin?to teach th<
dwarf, who"imagines himself a giant, that ht
isnot inreality, like Saul?"n headand shoul
ders*tallerthanany,other manin Israel," and
to ventilate thosewho, likethe frogs in the fa
ble, are foolishlytryingto blowthemselvesuj
to thesize ofthe ox. -The present is no timt
for men "to play fantastic tricks before Higl
Heaven," nor yet in the face of all Russelcounty. .I have made this brief referenceto detailsthat the fact may be patent to all, that the
Court scouted therule of-law, bywhich the}
were bound to act, and arbitrarily condemn
ed the. Blaves of 24 masters, making unjus!and partial discriminations,both in theircon
scriptiohs and exemptions. I do not allege
that they so intended this thing, but such j;
the effect of their action. In the law befonthem, they had a guide. It gave themno dis
cretionary power to select a few men.whon-they might imagine moreable to spore theii
elaves than others. It neitherauthorizednoijustifiedinquiry on theirpart, as to the pecu-
niary circumstances ofany man, independent
ofhis slave property,and his ability orinabil-
ity, apart from his slaves, to bear anextra, il-
legal burden, which they might fancy neces-
sary to put upon him. The 24 masters,whose
slaves are condemned, feel unwilling,to have
so many others shutopt from theprivilege of
conscription. Tbyeyhave'no objection that tbe
slave-holdingmembersof theCourtand many
others exempted, should have an opportunity
of making a little sacrificepro bono publico.
I have saidj'their action upon the levy was

an usurpation ofpower, because they arbitra-

rily and unnecessarilyimposed upon men, *burdrn ndt in the contemplationof law. iney .
were not called upon for their opinion as to 1
who couldbear negro conscription "with the \u25a0
least injury." If they bad had,-bis question <to decide, apd~tberehad been within the conn- .
ty a man owning 100 slaves, the'rule upon <iwhich they acted would have bound them to j'' take the whole40from that man, because he j 1( mould thereby have been "lees injured" tban *any man has been, whomthey haveconscript- .ed, andyet their action in tbelevy was not a
wbit more legal than it would have been in .<

| the ease just supposed?that usurpation of
1power wouldhave been fully as gr,eat in the j? one case as in the other. ...

They "had placed the burden, not as the
| law required, butupon thosewhom they deem-
:ed would be least injured by it." What ati
I odious principle to emanate from,tbe Magis-
terial Benchf It is pregnant withradicalism,
?it smacks ofagrarianismI It is a glaring
assumptionof power to subject a citizen, un-
necessarily, to something more tli'an tlie lawre-
quiresof him, and exempts othersequally a-
ble, in order to do this. It is travelling be-
yond the jurisdictionof the Court, which had
noright to go outside of the law and select
'?'fancy" victims, because the Court happened ,

! to think them peculiarlyfitted to carry heavy
I burdens. Upon the sameprinciple, if a rather

delicateculprit should fall'into the hands of
the Court, and hisoffence subjecthim to "nine
andthirty," such philanthropicjudicialsmight'huntup some stout, broad-shoulderedfellow,
and try.to persuadehim that he ought totake
at least 30 of the stripes, from the fact that
he was so much "better able" to, bear it than
the other. When they find a fellowverdant
enoughto acquiesce in such an arrarJgcrheut
as that, they may possibly be able to satisfy
the 24 masters that they ought to take a bur-
den, a goodportionofwhich, properlybelongs

?' to others. X-Y. Z.
P. S.?Since writing theabove,it is under-

stood that the Court bos been "sot back" by
the Judge. A mighty rumbling noise.has
beonlsince heard in the county; but whether
it was thunderor the collapse, of" the County
Court, has not yet been definitely ascertained.
Ifby this timethey have got into the "flab-
bergasted" state, they probably knowtcAere
the Judge planned his foot when he did the
"kicking," of which a member of the Court

? prophesied. v X. Y. Z.
??. \u25a0» \u2666 \u25a0?i

Tbe State Line?
On motionof Mr. SAUNDERS, of Camp-

bell, the Senatebill authorizingthe transfer
of the VirginiaState Line to the Confederate

\u25a0 Government, was taken up.
The bill was discussed at considerable

length, and finally adopted- with an amend-
ment in the first section, which will be found
in quotation marks, in -thefollowing copy:
AnAct to Transfer the State Line to the Con-, federate Government.

1. Be it enacted by, the General Assembly,
That- the Governorbe, and be is hereby, au-
thorized and directed, to cause, withoutdelay,
all State troopsraised under an Aotof the
General Assembly entitled, "An Act to au-
thorize a force of ten thousand men to be
raised for*the,defence of the Commonwealth,"
passed May 15th, 1862,and under any actsameddatory thereof, including all companies
of Rangers organisedunder the ActofMarch
27th, 1862,entitled "an Act to'authorize the
organization of ten or more companies of
Rangers, or any other Act of the General As-
sembly," to. be reorganised into companies, .battalionsaridregiments, in. accordance with
the laws and regulations of tbe Confederate
?service. Whenever two or more companies
are consolidated- into one, to make up the
complementOf men required by said laws,
and non-commissioned officers and privates
may.(under the superintendenceof such 'offi-
cers as shaH be designatedby. the Governor. for thatpurpose) elect,from among toe officers
of the same grade, a captain, a first lieuten-
ant and two second lieutenants,who shallbe
assigned to the company thus formed, and
tbe commissionsof the othercompany officers
shall thereafter*be void. .

2. As soon as ten companies'are thus,form-
ed, they shall be organizedintotwo battalions
and one regimept. From tbe field officers of
the necessary gradesnow in commission in
said State Line, the commissioned officers of 'the regiment may elect their, field officers.?
In like manner, when another regiment is

.formed, the like proceedingshall te had un-
til ail the regiments that may be formed are
completed. If there are any companies*left
after the formation of said regiments, they
shall be formed into abattalionaad officered
in like mariner. The field officers then re-
mainingwithoutcommandsshall be discharg-
ed, and theircommissions shall be void. The
regiments and any detached battalion thus
formed, shall be mustered into the service of
the Confederate Statesby such mustering offi-
cer an shall be .detailed by the. Secretaryof
War for thatpurpose,and when so mustered,
cempletereturns thereof shall be immediately
made by such mustering officer to tbe Adju-
tant General of this State at Richmond. The
said troops are to be received into companies,
battalions and regiments, with' their respec-
tive officers. They are to be musteredinto
the service for the war, but with the express
reservation that those hot subject to conscrip-
tion, if they desire it,?shaH be discharged at
the expiration of their present term of en-
listment. The Governor shall appointan of-
ficer, to be present at the mustering of said
troops into service,,whose ,duty it shall be to
take an inventory of all arms, accoutrements,
ordnance, equipments* stores, munitions of
war, horsesand otherproperty which may be

I ip possession of said troopswhen so mustered
into service; and tbe same shall be transfer-
red to the Confederate Government, and shall
be received sod receipted for by the said mus-
tering officer at thetimeof receivingandmus-
tering said troops as aforesaid. Such staff
officers for said regiments and detachedbat-
talion,if any, as may be authorized by the
laws of tbe Confederate States, shall be ap-
pointedby the Colonels of theregimentswhen
formed, according to the laws of the Confede-
rate States; and when the said regiments are
mustered into service, the said staff officers.
shall be received as a part of the force trans-ferred, and be commissionedaccordingly.

3. All. the areas, accoutrements, ordnanceand equipments, stores, munitions of war and
other property, furnished, andreceiptedforasaforesaid, shall be valued by the mustering
officer aforesaid, and tbe officer appointedby
tbeGovernor to make the inventory thereof,
and ifthey fail to agree, in such mode as
may be agreed'on by theGovernor and Sec-' '. '.

retary of Wat; and the value thus "certain--
ed shall, upon delivery thereof, be paid by

' the Confederate Government into the teeasury
of the Commonwealth, to the credit of the
Commonwealth.; '\u25a0' ...
j 4. All enlistmentsfor the State Line shall
'cease from and after the passageorthi* act.
? E From and after the transfer of tBW said i! troops,as provided for in the second section 'of this act, no claimshaH be alp**f fer the
payment of the officers and .troops or other-
wise, on account ofsaid State Line, exceptm
discharge of liabilities incurred prior thereto.

6. Such portion of said forces, including
commisssoned, non-commissioned officer*,and
privates, as shallnot be organized aad trans-
ferred before the first day of ApriLJeigJtteji*
hundred and sixty-three,according to the pro-
visione of this act, shall receive no pay, cjoth-
ing, rations or other allowances for sertiefi, thereafter. '-

7. This actshall be in fore* from ifepee-
sage, and all acts and parts of acts ifcoanant-
ent therewith, are hereby repealed..

A resolution of thanks-to Gen. Floyd, the
officers and men under hie command.'was
unanimouslyadopted. *

On motion of Mr. VAIDEN, the House ad-
journed.

During the'debate on the transfer, in tbe
House, tne following letterwasread fromGap.
Floyd: " ': .

LETTER FROM GENERiI. J. B. FLOTD.
Mr. Barbour requested tbaf the following

letter from General Floyd to himselfshould
be read by the clerk.

Camp Ciaukson, near Saltvili*, "Va-,1,-
February loth, 1863. J,

Dear Sir?l perceivefrom the proceedings
of tbeLegislature that a propositionto trnas-
fer the State troops under my command to
the ConfederateGovernment is under die?B-
-sion.

In May last tbeLegislature conferred upon
roe, unsolicitedand unexpectedly,tips offic<*of
Major General, and devolved upon me tne
task of raising a force to assist in the defence
of the country. I didnot feel at liberty4o
decline the duty imposedupon meby that ae*,. althoughI perfectly understood, the almostin-
surmountable difficulties that lay in theway

? of itsexecution, and 1 thereforeresigned my
commission in the Confederate -service a*Ja '1 entered atonce upon the duties enjoined by
the act of the Legislature.
I was enabled, innpite of all impedimenta,

to raise a-forceby October, which I thought
sufficient to justify a movement into the coun- ?<
ties towards theOhio river, then heM by, the ,

1 enemy. This was accomplished?a Inrge re-
gion of the country was regained from tbe ,

' enemy, quiet and -security were established,
and are still preserved. What this commQad
has done, at.d how"it has discharged itsduty
to the country, is not for me to have to speak

? of. I desire simply to say that whatever die*
" position the Gencrnl Assembly-maythink pro*

per to make of the force already raised wilt
meet with my cordialassent; and in this con-
sideration of the. questionof transfer, I bene
it may be done without any reference what-
ever to my position,bat alone to whatthebest
interest of Vwginiamay require. \u25a0I em, sir, Ac.* JOHN. B. FLOYD,

Major General Commanding Virginia StateLine;
? : \u25a0? * \u25a0? « ?

Proclamationby thePresident.
It is meet that, as. a people who acknow-

ledge the supremacy of a living God, weshould be evermindful ofour dependence en ?Him; shouldremember that to Him alonecaawe trust for our deliverance; that to biafedue devout thankfulness for the signal Aer-cies bestowed on us, and thatby prayer' alonecan we hope to secure the continued mani-festation of that protecting care which apehithertoshielded na in the midstof trials and, dangers. . , /*
In obedience toHis precepts, we have fromtime to time been gathered together with ., prayer and thanksgiving, and He has beengraciouslypleased to hear oar supplications,, and to grantabundantexhibitionsef Hie fa-vor toour armiesand oar people. Through. many conflicts we hate now attained a place, among thenations which commends their re-f spect; and to the enemies who encompass usi around and seek our destruction, the Lorddf

f Hosts has againtaught tbe lesson of Hie in-. spired word: that tbe battle it not to ths, strong, but to whomsoever He witleth to ex-. alt. -1 \u25a0Again our enemy, wjtb loud boastingof the. power of their armedmen and mailed ships,threaten: ns with subjugation, and, with evftmachinations, seeks, even in our own homes. and at our firesides, to pervert onr meaoor-. vants and our maidservante into accomplice*, of theirwicked designs. *~~?, Dnder these circainstances, it is my pries*p legeto iriviteyou once more to meet togutkei. and to prostrateyourselvesin humble'ennplf-f cation tojliinwho has been oarconstant andnever foiling support in the post, and to. whose protection and guidance we trust fcfr. thefuture. ., To this end I, Jefferson Davis, Presidentof the Confederate Statesof America, do issuethis, my proclamation, setting apartFriday,, the twenty-seventhdayof March, aaa dayof, fasting, humiliation and prayer, and 1 de in-vite the peoplepf thesaid States to repair*?; thatday to their usual places of pubhe WCSVship, and to join in prayer to Almighty God. that he will continpe his merciful proteotkei! overour cause; that he will scatter ourene-, mies and set at naught theirevildesigns, aqdthathe will gracionslyrestore to oar belovedI country theblessings of peace and security., In faith whereof I have hereunto eel-my; hand at the city .ofRichmond on the twenty*seventh day of February, in the year of o«rI Lerd One thousand eighthundred and eixtr-three- ' JEJTEB3ONBATIS.*By the President,> J. P. Benjamin, Secretary ofState.

' Beast Butler, in Baltlme**.Butler wasreceived at the haU of theMafT-land Institute on the evening' of the Sfidkv ?where he madea speech. Thirty fhur yeem*i ladies, handsomely decereted, wereon thei. stand and patrioticaire weresung, anda*?-»of music was in attendance. He spokeofthetriumphs of the Yankees, told themthe 9bv-i ernment wasdetermined to succeed, inVieJeeiI the conscriptionae^MdaUs^SKMi, he formsilyeecepied Fed7ral^r^; May, 1801; eaid tbe nation was hat huthMisI when tbeteeth were drawn, tyrants and I at-, tors must beware and stand beck, ? Ha v»i to have hud a dinner, but Ibis did not eceneoff, owing to the feet that a saints ired at


