
VOLUME 24.

Sttm*. Indeed, so great was the fear of "'Ben," that J
whenever the "Suits" heard of his coming,
they invariably stampeded. The Cincinnati
Gazette styles him?"The Great Mountain
GuerrillaChieftain."

If at any time "Ben"should be absent from
\ camp scouting the hills or visiting the fair :

sex, (for he's not a hater ofwomen,) the com-
mandwould fall upon MajorChenoweth,from
whom Home Guards obtain no favors, and
who at all times and under all circumstances
administersthe severest justiceto said H. G's.

Since the timeofhis first entranceintoKy.,
"Ben" firmly held his ground, and continued
to recruithis "Army," until orderedout by
Gen. Preston, or rather by Col. Trigg, who,
it is said, was at that time Acting Brigadier,
for the purpose of organizationand review.?
"Ben" is now areal Simon Pure Colonel, and
has at thistimearegiment ofnine companies,
which musters about 350 of as good soldiers
as the army can product: This regiment is
styled tha 10th RegimentKy. Vol. Infantry.
With a few more weeks of drill and discip-
line, it will compare favorably with any other
regiment.

Notwithstanding the disposition of not a
few of the "tolisted men" to stay at home
and enjoy the sweets of domestic tranquil-
ity, (in the bushes!) and at the same time
"tightfor Kentucky," theranks of this com-
mand will be full in a short time, say when*
the corn is laid by, and more particularly
when authority is given to enforce conscrip-
tion in Kentucky, and it is sincerely hoped
that the time is not far distant.

ONE OF BEN'S ARMY.
Camp at Gladeville,June 21, 1863.

TheVißQisi/Luis publishedeveryFriday morn-
ing, at $4.00 per annum, if paid in advance, or
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Any person procuring five responsible subscri-
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? For the Virginian.
"BenCaudill's Army."

Who has not heard of*Ben Caudill's Army?
Will anybody anywhere acknowledge him-
self so far behind the times, and so little
posted in the history of this revolution, as to

deny theknowledgeof the existence of Ben
Caudill's Army?

Now I happen to be acquainted with the

history of Ben Caudill's Army, arid would
consider myselfas having wronged the pub-
lic as well as having neglected my imperative
duty, wereI not to place said history on re-
cord. That the reader may understand why

this notedcommand bearsthe titleat thehead
of this communication,I will give the origin

by referring to the winter of 1861-2,when
the sth Kentucky Regiment, then under com-
mand of Col. (now Gen.) J»hn S. Williams
Was experiencing thesevere campaignof tha
Winter in its endeavors to ttohf possession o
Eastern Kentucky.

It must be known1 that Capt. Benjamin E
Caudill commanded one of the companieso !
that regiment, which companywas composed
principally ofmen from the county of Letcher.
During one of the "masterly retreats" of this
regiment from Kentucky, and while passing
down one of the pent in streams'of Letcher
county, the roads along which were at no

time more than four feet deep with mud, an

elderlymatron appeared in the door of one of
the cabins which present themselves at every
point where there is a, sufficiency of bottom
land andlevel hill-sides "to justifya crap,"
and addressed herself in the followingmanner
to the soldiers as they plodded along: "Is
this Mister WilliamsesCompany?" Upon be-
ing answered in the affirmative, she continu-
ed to ask, in her anxiety once more to behold
aeon or husband?"Can you tell me where
Ben Caudill's Army is?"

Theee questions were received by the boys
with great delight, and manifestationsof that
lively appreciation of the ridiculous which
can alwaysbe seen in soldiers, and has since

afforded thefoundation of many a good joke \
- In the month of August, 1862, when the
sth Ky. was in Tazewellcounty, Va., "Ben"
was granted theprivilege of proceeding with
his company to its native county of Letcher.
There he remained during the campaign of
fee remainder of the Brigade in the interior
of Kentucky that fall, and army of
Gen. Bragg and the army of everybody else
any ways Southern was under the necessity
ot evacuatingtheState, "Ben"remained, des-

pite the master efforts of theHome Guards to
fcree him from "the land of his birth."

??Ben" has neverbeen troubledwith there-
gular, genuine, blue-bellied Yankees, to any
neat extent, but has had.more contentions
with the Home and State Guards than any-

By this time the army under "Ben" had
grown to considerable size, so large, indeed,
was it, that the old women were astonished
at its tremendous proportions, and were con-
strained to exclaim, "Well, now, I dodeclare,
OldKaintueky has done powerfulwell inthis
war!" Bat notwithstanding the pride which
they all felt in the reflection that the men of
the good State ofKentucky had rallied to the
ttandard of Southern rights in such astound-

>ing numbers, the said old women could not
help-thinkingthat it wouldhave been far bet-
tor for thepeace of the land had "Ben" re-
mainedat home and neverinstigated thewar!

Rut to the,record. I have said that "Ben"
had many ups and downs with the Home
Guards?principally ups. Well, he did. Par-
don the expression,but (altho' "Ben" was a
preacher of the gospeland a fervent[man) he
"raised particular h?11" amongst the said
Home Guard fraternity, and finally succeed-
ed in almostentirely ridding the country of
them?that is, the country which heproposed j
tohold, viz: the line of the Kentucky river 1
from Pound Gapto Jackson,Breathittcounty.

ABINGDON

The Murder of Doctor HarveyBaker i
by the* Yankees-

Wo have learned all theparticulars of thi8,
cold-blooded and inhuman murder of one o*
our most estimable citizens by the East Ten*
uessee tories and their allies, the Yankees.

|. Dr. Baker's house is about ten milesbelow
Knoxville, on the main Western road. On
Friday afternoon last he told his wife and
family he could do no good staying at home,
and believed he would come up totown where
he might be of some assistance in its defence.
He got his gun and was in his yard when a
Yankee rode up and presented his gun at> him. Dr. B. told him not to shoot, that he

I was a citizen and didnot belong to the army.
But the soldier in place of desisting raised

gito his face to take sight, and fired,
ring at about the same time. Dr. B.
Nt into his house and locked the doors,
his family np stairs. His wife mc-

c should go upstairs with them,which
soon after. In a shert time the sol-
o had fired on Dr. Baker brought up

a large numberof men who surrpuflded the
house and commencedfiring through thewin-
dows on both sides, demanding that the men
in the house should surrender. Mrs. Baker
came to the window and told them therewas
no man in the house but her husband, and if
they wouldcease firing he would surrender?
they continuedfiring, and Doctor Baker came
to the window once or twice, and told them
there was no man in the house but himself,
and if they would cease firing, he would Jor
render. But whenever he presented himself
at the window, they fired on him, and he re-
turned the fire with his pistol. In a few
minutes a number of them broke open the
lowerdoorsand entered the bouse, andcom-
menced firing through the ceiling into the
room where Dr. Baker and his family were.
They then wentup the stairway and demand-
ed that the men should come out and surren-
der. Mrs. Baker came out and told them

| therewasno man in the house exceptDr. Ba-I ker, snd if they would not fire upon him he
I would come out. They ordered herto go away

from the door or they would shoot her. Dr.
| Baker then pulled his wife in the room and*

threw the door open.- They fired upon him
with their guns and he returned the fire with
his pistols. The Yankees present havingex-!bausted theirammunition, threw their guns |
with fixedbayonets at him?he throwing the j
gunsback againat them. A numberofYan-1kee reinforcements then came up with loaded 'guns and fired a volley at him, inflicting two j
mortal wounds. Dr.. B. said to his wife?
"They havekilled me," and fell; his wife in |
endeavoring to support him, fell with him.?!The Yankees then entered theroom?one of
them who bad no bayonet on his gun,-jobbed
him in the mouth with the muzzle of his gun
?another ran his bayonet through his cheek
?others struck him on the head?one ruffian
pushed Mrs. Baker aside from her husband
with his bayonet.

Dr. Baker asked to be turned on his side,
and asked for water. After he drank, he ob- j
served to the crowdof Yankees around him i
that they were a cowardly set of scoundrels, j
so many of them to assault and murder one
man.

Two of the Yankees were dangerously if
not mortallywounded.. They went on to the
next house and had their wounds dressed,
and said Dr. Baker was the gaiuestman they
ever saw.

Dr. Baker was one of the earliest of our
citizens to espouse the cause of the South,
and was an ardent secessionistfrom the be-
ginning. We have no doubt some renegade
tory from East Tennesse had given the Yan-
kees full information aboutDr. Baker's senti-
ments and his activity in the Cause of the
South, and that tbey intended to seize upon
seme pretenceto murder him.

After the cowardlyscoundrels had murder-
ed her husband, they commencedrobbing his
wife of her jewelryand carried off everything
they could find of value that was easy to be
concealed. Among other things, they took a
breast pin containinga miniature likenessof
Dr. Baker set in gold.?Knoxville Register. I
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Horrors of a Yanb.ee Prison.
A memberof General Bragg's army gives

the Memphis Appeal some account of his ex-
perience in the Federal prison at Alton, Illi-
nois. It is the most vividpicture of the hor-
rors and crueltiesof lifein a Northern prison
that we have yet seen, and deserves to be
.placed onrecord as an exampledf the infamy
and depravity of the Yankees in this war -
Let ro one fail to read it. The party adds
that if bebelieved it required it, 01'that the
editors doubted his veracity, he could add the
testimony ofmany as reliable gentlemen as.
live, that the statements made by him are
plain and truthful. In reading this, let not
the reader fail to Temember that, while our
men are thus barbarously treated, our hemes
ruthlessly violated and plundered, our mea
shot dewa like dogs, our wise and great Go-
vernment has never dared to retaliate, but
sits with folded arms over the harrowing spec-
tacle,and our army goes into their territory
and is kind enough to even "respect private
property 1"Look on thatpicture and then on
this: ? ~The Altonpenitentiary was, some three or
four years ago, condemned bjt the State au-
thorities as totally unfit for criminals even.?
Yet thirteen hundred officers and privates,
two hundred of which had the smallpox.
were confined in the basement, five feet be-
low the ground, almostshutofffifta daylight, isunshine and air?stone floor covered with
water, trickling from the walls on eitherside,
and mid winteras it was, the only provision
for fire was a smallstove to eightmen. The
berths were after the fashion of*horse stalls,
one above the' other, with a pasaige so nar-
row as barely to admit ofone perronpassing
at a time, and soon there was an average of
more than every otherberth occupiedby some
unfortunate Confederate with small pox, and
as fast as they diedothers from' St. Louis pri-
sons supplied their places. During January
the averageof deathsreached for atime eight,
and eventually thirteen per day;,and in Feb-
ruary the mortality became jbo great, and bu-
rying Confederates became such a tax to the
Government, and so lucrative to the underta-
ker, that thecommander of theprison adver-
tised in one of the Alton papers: "Proposals
for burying the Confederates will .bereceived
and let to the lowestbidder." This same en-
terprising undertakerwas detected by one of
our number, who suspected him, and private-
ly markedone of the coffins, ia/the work of
?'Yankee swindling," by closing the coffins
in the "dead room" and on arriving at the
cemetry would dump the cofpse into the
graveandreturn the same coffin for another
subject until nine hadbeen thia buried, and
he of course receiving pay for nine coffins,
when he had really supplied but one.

The quality of rations supplied was alto-
gether unfit for the sick. Well men (I've
seen it) would go to the sweepings of the pri-
son dining room and gather up scraps of
bread and meat and eat themwith a perfect
relish; and of the sick, thos*of them that
were fortunata enough to recever, were sup-
pliedby their fellowprisoners with rats which
they killed and prepared with their own
hands. ,

Norecord of the dead wastept until Feb-
ruary. One of the officers of myroom wrote
to General Curtis, commandingat St. Louis,
requesting that inasmuch as the small pox
was raging to such an extent*would he not
order that we might be sent to some other
prison? His reply was Sunder the cir-
cumstances, he Would advise:immediatevac-
cination." ? During the prevalence of small
pcx, besides pneumonia, erysipelas and dip-
theria, the scoundrels would propose to re-
lease any who would take tile oath. Many
believing it to he between theoath and death,
availed themselves of the devilishproposition,
and had most of us under such circumstances
been offered the oath to the African or "Ya-
heo" Government, or any other heathen or
ungodly Government tban'tb*' United States,
might have swallowed it to, have escaped a

! death whioh seemed inevitable. President
Davis mayrely with certainty upon the true
allegianceof the men whopassed such an or-

The small pox having d.eae its work, we
were sent to Camp Chase, where we were
somewhatbetterprovided for, and free from
contagiousdiseases. We were then ordered to
Fort Delaware, Pennsylvania. The day pre-
vious to leavingwe wereordered to place our

P.,_l.-_# iQ tneir handsfor eiamination,whicb
ed of a vory scant supply, some of
tunate havingreceived clothing from
in Kentucky and Missouri, while in
but the most of the stock had been

sedof theprison sutler. The resultof
the examination was »ot kttown tillwereach-
ed Fert Delaware. Each dressed himself in
his best, but after robbingdur baggage under
the plea of examination, we were marched
outupon the commons, where we werc.sur-
rouaded by Yankee soldiery, and there re-
quired to give up coats, blankets, sashes,
spurs, gloves, and in every instance the best
shirt where two' were worn?even requiring
therebels to strip to the skin in order to get
the best ef his shirts,' ami this disgusting
sight was witnessed by ladies whosat in their
carriages and enjoyed the spectacle with

Resistance to the Draft.
A public meetingwas held in Montgomery

county, Indiana, on Saturday, at which a re-
i solution was passed, declaringthatnoc"011"
I ment of the militiain thatcounty shouldtake

(place. A committee was appointed, who
| waited on the Federal Commissioner, and
j read theresolution, and n&tified him that an
I attempt to enroll wouldbeat his peril.

Mosby Again.
Welearn from the Richmond Sentinel, that

when Mosby captured Hofker's two aids, ana
brought them in to Gen. Stuart, he wm«i
scout at the head of forty men. With nis lit-
tle company he is said tohavegoneallaround
Hooker, passing throughDranesville,in tair-
fax, etc. It seems as if.be can go where he
pleases, anddo whathe chooses.-Pefew&urflr

VIRGINIAN.
OfficialReportofBrigadier «c«-

W. E. Jones.
Cavalry*Engagementat Brandy-

The report of Gen. Jones of the battle of
Brandy Station is published. After sketch-
ing the skirmishing and early portion of the ,
engagement; resulting "in advantage to the
enemy, he says: ?About this timeGen. Hampton tookposi-
tion on my right, and W. H. F. Lee notified
me that he was on my left. He was request-
ed tokeep up connection with me, which was
for some time done, our lines making aright
angleat the junction. The enemy now made
his appearance in our rear, at Brandy Station
and Miller's house. Thiswasthe force which,
early in the day, was reported by Capt.
Grimsley, through' me to Gen. Stuart, as ad-
vancing from Kellysville. Twe regiments
having been called for to meet thisforce of
the enemy, the 11thregiment and 35th bat-
talion were sent, and the 6th regimentsoon
followed in support. Gen. Hampton having
withdrawn to the east side of the railroad,
this part of the field was left in my charge
with only a section of artillory and oneregi-
memtof cavalry, (the llthy ) the 17thregiment
being well to the left, more inconnectionwith
Gon. Lee than myself. My positionbecom-
ing isolated, and my force inadequate,I bad
started to make closer connection with Gen.
Lee, on my left, with the view of extending
bislineto joinour forces With thosenearBran-
dy Station and Miller's house. The artillery
was moved on the Jefferson road so as to se-
cure the heights between Barhour's and
Thompson's houses.

Orders coming now from Gen. Stuart to
move my artillery and cavalry on Miller's
house, the 11thregiment was at once put in
motion and theartilleryrecalled to follow.?
The 17th regiment was ordered across the
hill to the samepeint, and Geq. Lee notified
of the movement. I arrived* in timeto see
the6th and 12thregiments and the 35th bat-
talionclearing Miller's hill of Gen. Pleasan-
ton's of Federal cavalry. This
charge was followed up by the 11thregiment
under Col. Lomax. In this he captured the i
third and last time, abattery of three pieces, |
the 6th regiment and 35th battalion haviag
done so before him. Pushing his success, he
divided his regiment, sending Captain Mc-
Donald with a squadron after the fugitives
east of the railroad, while, with the remain-
der of his regiment, he assailed three regi-
ments of cavalry awaiting him near the de-
pot. He routed this whole force completely.
Having driven them off, he sent, by orderof
General Stuart, 200 men to Culpeper Court
House, and went himself with theremainder
of his command to guard againstanother at-
tack from the direction ofStephensburg. The
12th,6th and 7th regiments were, from this
time on, held in reserve, alternatelysupport-
ing the artillery at Miller's honse andrein-,
forciagGeneral Lee oa our extreme left.

The serious fighting being over, the bri-
gade tookno farther activepart. It resumed 'its picket post by nightfall. My brigade J
loore thebrunt of theaction,both in the morn-1
ing and evening, and lost severely in killed
and wounded, but had the satisfaction of see-
ing the enemy worsted in every particular
more than ourselves. We ended the fight
with morehorses, andmore and bettersmall
arms than we had in the beginning. We
took two regimental colors, many guidons,
and abattery of threepieces. We took ma-
ny prisoners?probably 250, as oneregiment
reports 122. To my personal 'staff lam un-.
der the greatest obligations. Lieutenant W.
M. Hepkinsentered the.fight in the morning,
killing his man in the charge near thebrick

! house. Very respectfully,
Yourobedientservant,

(Signed) W.E. JONES,
BrigadierGen. Commanding.

The Result of tlie Invasion if
I Successful.

The PhiladelphiaInquirer, commenting on
the invasion of that State, has a very warm
sermon?"l told you 'twould be so," "being
the text. It thanks Heaven that it never un-
derrated the strength of the rebels?it never
credited the Teportsabout their being ragged
and halfstarved, and tired of the war?and
now in spite of its warnings, here's the
thing itselfcome at last. It drawsthefollow-
ing very sad picture:

If it is madeapparent to the world that we
cannot overthrowthe rebellion that seeks to
secure its end by "rendering certain the
breaking up of the Federal Union," then we
stand before the world shorn of all ovula-
tional dignity. If twenty-one millions of
men, with resources and facilities such as
ours', cannot conquer a rebellious faction of
five and a half millions of men, holdingsome
four millionsof slaves, then is our national

Hner tcailedin the dust, and every Ameri-
eitizen humiliated in the eyes of the

Id.
FromFredericksburg.

Our readers have already been informed
that Hooker left undestroyed the railroad
from Fredericksburg to Aquia creek and the
extensive wharves and warehouses which he
had caused to be constructed at the latter
place. The railroad be did not destroy, be-
cause its destruction would have consumed
time, which latterly has been precious with
him, and because he thought it could be of
no service to us. His property at Aquia
creekhe consideredsecure under the guns of
his gunboats, two of which he left to protect
it. In this he was" considerably wrong in his
reckoning, as he, has alreadylearned, if his
thoughts are not wholly occupiedwith weight-
ier matters. OnMondaynight, a detachment
from the Fifteenth Virginia cavalry, under j
cover of the darkness, proceeded to Aquia
creek, and fired the depot and the village of
warehouses thereabouts. On the appearance
of the flames, the gunboats opened a terrific
fire upon thevicinity of the burning build-

Si we are glad to say, without any
ct than contributing to the destruc-
e houses. Every house and shanty

No. ±sr
was consumed, and a greater part <*MPI
the Yankees. Our men report that the only
property of value in the buildings wad a vast
quantity of Yankeesoap. ' -tf\u25a0* 'The two railroadbridges builtby the Yap
kees will, at least for the present, be permit*, ted to remain. The one over the Potomac*

I creek is said to be oneof the most superb-
structures in this country. It is built upon
a newplan, aud is six hundred feet long, and| between seventy and eightyfeet high* The

i abutments are of substantial and elegant
masonry. The bridge over the Brook is also
a fine structure, but of much smaller dimen-
sion*.?-Richmond Examiner.

YankeeTestimony on tlie 9Tesr<9
Question.

Willinglyer unwillingly, the Yankees are
giving the expressive and significant testimo-
ny against their own themesand
and in favor of/the South. The followingac-
count of the horribleconditionof the slavesifl
Nashville, is from the.charge to theGrand
Juryby Judge Brieu, on the sot for the pun-
ishment of slaves: .

Weof theeityof Nashville are absolutely
cursed With the presence of a negropopuhy
tion which we find it impossible to control.?
Nashville is made the generalrendezvous fot
all therunaway negroes in this and eomS 01
theadjoiningStates. They thrust themselves
into the houses of our citizens and defy the
owners to oust them. Theypilfer, they
they scruple atnothing; they rpspect nebodyj
theyregard no law, human or divine. Sonafl
ofthem are engaged in hospitals,but they arf
so numerous that this is perhaps only a fra**
tienal part. They promenade Cur streets £
they crowdour side-walks; tread our alleys;
they fill our houses, cellars, garrets. Thejf
are too lazy to work; too ignorant to distin-
guishbetween liberty and license; too shams»
loss to respect common decency, and too do-
graded to observe the ordinary rules of mo-
rality. The men are thieves and burglars, the
women prostitutes and vagrants. There is
scarcely a stable, a hog pen or a hen roost
that doesnot bear the impress of a long heel
and hollowless instep. These negroes are a
curse to the army, acancerto society, ablight
upon honesty, morality and decency, and a
leach upon the Government.
SharpPractice amongWlocfcade

Runners.
Some days since ablockade rnnner, named

Richard N. Brown, tjok into his financial
confidence a partner, and loaded a vessel in
Baltimore with goods for Richmond. While
Brown was busied elsewhere, his partner
left Baltimorewith the vessel and cargo,and,
'rushing the goods to Richmond, sold them
here at an enormoussacrifice, in advance of
Brown's arrival,and startedoff(> irther South
with thefunds. On Brown's a;rival, several
days since, he instituteda search among the
auction andcommission houses, a*d succeededjinrecognizing and laying claim to a portion
of his goods. As an instance of the sacrifice
thepartner had made in his haste to get rid
of the goods, Irish linen, that would have
readilycommanded six dollarspi-r yard, was
sold for seventy-five cents.

Brown, once on the track, tricedhis un-
faithful partner to Atlanta, Ge.-rgia, where
he found and laid violent hands >n him, and
recovered eighteen hundred dollars. To ex-
cuse his dishonest transactionhe told a lam?
story about being ordered away IVom
morewith the goodsunder penalty of arrest
and confiscation, Ac. Brown estimates the
value ofhis goods in theRichmond marketat
between thirty and forty thousand dollars.?
He will endeaver to recover by law any lots
he canrecognize in other hands.?Richmond

Federal Opinionof Gen. Lee's
Movements.

The New York Times, of the 17rh, has the
followingspeculationsas toLee's movements:

It it altogether likely that Lee will move
very rapidly in the execution of his plan,
whateverit "may be. He knows »1 \u25a0 eady that

I Pennsylvaniaand t,ho whole Norih are rally-
ing to drive him back, and he knew beforebe
advanced that they would do ao- He knows
thatHooker will become stronger everyday,
and that everyday will also add immensely
to the strength of any position thatHooker
may take up. He knows that ev<»ry day se
remains in the North Richmond is put in the
most imminent peril from an advance of our
troopsstationed on thePeninsula and at Sitf-
folk, He knows that a Northern campaign,
lasting even as long as months, is impossible.
He willbe likely, therefore, to strike out very
quickly and with his whole force. If it is in-
vasion in force, wo shall have it this week.?
If it is a battlewith Hooker, it will not be de-
layed. If it is an attempt to get into Balti-
more, and thus into the rear oi Washington
?which wouldbe the workof a madman?it
will be donewith the hot haste and fury of a
madman. » » ?
Napoleonon an Amicable Separation.

A Paris letterto the New York World con-
tains tho following paragraph, which we re-
produce :

In arecentconversation hold with the Em-
peror,(no matterby whom,) his Majesty let
fall the following Napoleonicremarks on the
American question: "An amicable separa-
tion between the North andSouth wouldhave
been the grandest triumph ever achieved by
republicanism; it would have compelled the
admiration of the world. As it is, republi-
canism has neverbeen so dead in Europe as
bow. The people see that republics, or the
men who administertheir Governments, have
the samepride, passions, and Inst of empire,
that influence sovereigns;while, bring always
unstable in their position, they have not the
responsibilities that we have, who seek to.
consolidatedynastiesbypacifyingthemasses.
The monarchies ofEurope do not find your
Americanwasan unmixed evil. We can af-
ford to suffer much inwur material interests
while therevolutionarydream of republicans
is dissolvingin blood."


