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Auctioneers are not liable to pay upon salesi made for a dealer who is registered and taxed
and at the place of business of safch dealer.?

I Auctioneers are required, with this exception,\ to pay a tax of2h per cent, 'on all sales made.
) Accounts?Open book accounts are to be tax-I ed according to their true Value on Ist July,that value to be ascertained by the Assessor in

the best mannerpracticable, under the circum-
stances of each case, hy the oath of the taxpay-
er and any other available evidence.

Assessors may be recommended, but cannot
be appointedby District Collectors, as the pow-
er to appoint such is confined to State Collec-
tors.

Articles taxedby Section Ist?lf any ofth*e
articles taxedby Section Ist of the Tax Act are
sold by any person or firm whose business is re-quired to. be registered by Sec. sth, the pro-ceeds ofsuch sales will be subject to the same
tax as that imposed upon the sales of other ar-ticles by the same establishment. That is, the
payment of the edValorem tax of 8 per cent,
upon such articles, does net exempt the pro-
ceeds of their sale afterwards from the tax of
2J per cent, under Sec 5.

Bankers.?An insurancecompany, in receiv-
ing and paying out the revenues of a State Uni-
versity, le regarded merely as a disbursing
agent, and not as a banker, and is, therefore,
not subject to the tax on bankers.

Bonos.?The interest on Confederatebonds
is taxable as income under Sec. 8, Act 24tli
April, 1863.?(Seecredits.)

Brokers are taxedby Sec, 8 upon their com-missions as incomes.
Cattle-?B. Sec. 12, the value of HI neatcattle, hosses, mules and asses, not used in cul-tivation, is taxed 1 per cent., to be returned on

Ist November,and tax paid on Ist of January
next.

Cotton.?No value is fixed on cotton by theDepartment. It is the duty ofthe person hold-
ing the cotton, when he makes return, to return
it at its true value, according to quality and theIlity in which it may be situated. Iftooa valuation should thus be placed upon it,

le estimation of the Assessor, it. will be the
ofthat officer in each particular tax dis-, toplace such value upon it, as the samequality of cotton would demand in th&t market,under ordinary circumstancesof sale. That is,under circumstances of voluntary and enforced

sale. The same rule will apply to the articles
of wool and tobacco, as well as to every other
taxable article. Cotton of the growth of anyIprior to 1863, in the hands of manufac-
i on IstJuly, is liable to pay a tax of 8

;nt. Manufacturers selling their own fab-y the piece, and other articles, arc subject
taxed as wholesale dealers. Also, to pay

tax on their income?and joint stock companiesaud corporations to pay certain portion of annu-al earnings set apart as dividend and reservefuud, according to the per centum yielded onKiital stock,
an in Confederate States, hypothecated
ds in Europe, is liable to tax under Sec.
'he goods so obtained, that is, their gross
irealso liable to 2£ per cent, tax when
the ConfederateStates. Iffirst sold by

eer, wholesale dealer or commission raer-
vuuui, the proceeds will be chargeable with 2Jper cent, tax, and an additional 2 1-2per cent"
will be paid by the next person selling, and so
on, until they reach the consumer. The.net
profits made by each business, person, or firm
selling them, will also be taxedas income un-
der Sec. 8, if the income of the seller, from alltaxablesources, exceeds $500. Cotton factors
are commission merchants in contemplation of

Commission Merchants and others taxable
under Sec. 6, Act 24th April, 18G8. The speci-
fic tax is for the year ending 31st Dec, 1863;
and the liability to pay the per centum i» gross
sales or profits attaches from au'd includes the
24th April, 1863, the date ofthe act

Credits.?Sec. Ist, taxing credits, is to be
construed in connection with Sec. 8, taxing in-
comes. The scheme of the law is to lay an al-
ternate tax of one per cent, on capital, or 5j ,10
or 15 per cent on incomes. It is not designed
to tax capital and again the interest; and this is
the idea conveyed by the laws when speaking of
credits "upon which the interest has not beenpaid. ' All interest received during the year1863 is subject to income tax, and no capital
tax is, therefore, designed to be laid upon the
credits producing that interest. The rule thusfurnished, it follows that the one per cent, taxis not laid on credits upon which the interest
has been paid and due up to to Ist July; but
when the interest has not been paid, the tax
falls upon the capital.

"Value of credits" is construed to mean theprincspal and interest, if not paid, of all solventcredits, and the estimated value of credits that
the holder willswear are not worth the princi-pal and interest. "Credits employed in a busi-ness the income of which is taxed under theAct".are exemptfrom the capital tax of 1 per
cent. To be entitled to exemption, the credits
must form part of and be exclusively used inI carrying on the business, and the moneyderiv-
ed from them must also be so exclusively used
when collected. In case of Confederate andState bonds and stocks, where the interest ispayable at stated periods, and had been paidup to the last stated period when it fell dueand the Ist of July intervenes, before the nextstated period arrives, the credit is not taxed ascapital, but the whole interest during theyearmust be returned as incomeon IstJanuarynextCredits include all unliquidated demands, suchas open accounts due and unpaid, which are tobe taxed according to their true value oh TnWIst, 1863. ' uv

Currency?The words "other currency" asused in Sec. Istare construed to mean all indi-vidual or corporationnotes issued for circula-tion and generally receivedand used as currentcy or a medium of trade in any community inthe ConfederateStates.Distillers.?All persons or partnershipswho distill or manufacturespiritous liquors forsale, are disstillerswithin the meaning of Act8, Sec. 5, Tax Apt, and whether they distill ex-clusively for the Government oncontract, or forothers, are liable to the taxesimposed upon dis-tillersby the Act. *-
Where a person is engaged as a regular dis-tiller, he is required under Par. Till, Sec. 5, toregister as such, and to pay the specific tax of

$200 and 20 per centum on the gross sales. Hewill be authorized to sell all his spirits without

? TheVr&amiANis publishedeveryFriday morn- ]
?fei"tss.oo per annum, if paid in advance, or
"Jftam threemonths after subscribing, otherwiseV*:oO will be charged.No subscription will be received for a less pe-riod than six months, for whick fri.UO Vill be©barged.

U
No will be discontinuedexcept at* e^t<*Cn °* tb* ProPrietOrs, until ail arrear-ltg!& ?Shall have been paid up.

Terms of Advertising.Ohe-square of 10 lines or less, $1.50 for theIrst iasertion,and$1 for each continuance. The
dumber of insertions must be markedupon the
"margin, or the advertisement will be continuedtill fdifbiddec, and changed accordingly. ._ To those Wfea advertiseby the yean, a liberal?discount from theregalar rates wift be made.

All dues to the officemay be remitted by mail,
In good and available Bank notes, at the risk ofthe Editors, the personremitting taking thePost-
master's receipt that the money was depositedIn the tnail.

?Obituaries of more than 10 lines win* be charg-led at advertising rates, also tributes of respect,land $5.60 for aßeouncing candidates.

Addressof ttie President
To the Soldier*of the Confederate Slates.

AFTER more than two yearsof a warfare?»fIL scarcely equalled in thenumber, magnitude,
fend fearful carkage of its battles; a warfare in
Vhich your courage and fortitude have illustrat-
ed yourcountry andattracted not only gratitude
at.home, but admiration abroad, your enemies
continue a 'struggle in which our fiual triumph

?must be inevitable. Unduly elated with their
"?recent successes, tbey imagine that temporaryreverses can quell your spirit or shake Jrtiur de-
termination,and they are now gathering heavymasses for a general invasion in the vain ho{*e
that by a desperateeffort success may at length
be reached.

You know toowell, my cottntrymen, what they
\u25a0tncan by success. Their malignant rage aims

\u25a0at nothing less than the extermination of your-
selves, your wives, and children. They seek to
?destroy what they cannot plunder. They pro-pose as the spoils of victory that your homes
shall be partitioned among the wretches whose
atrocious cruelties have scampedinfamy on theirGovernment. Yhey design to incite servile in-
surrection and light the fires of incendiarism
whenever they can reach your homes, and they
debauch the ittferior race, hitherto docile and
contented, by promising indulgence of thevilest
passions as the prioe of treachery. Conscious
of their inability to prevailby legitimate war-
fare, not daring to make peace lest they should
be hurled from their seats of power, the men
"who now rule in Washington refuse even to con-
fer ou the subject of puttiug an end to outrages
\vhich disgrace our age, or to listen to a sugges-
tion for conducting the war according to the
Usagesof civilization.

Fellow citizeas, no alternative is left you but
victory or subjugation, slavery and the utter
ruin of yourselves, your families andyour coun-
try. The victory is within your reach. You
need but stretch »«rtli your hands to grasp it.?For tkis and all that is necessary is that those
who artcalled to the field by everymotive that
eaa raoVe the human heart, should promptly re-
JUir to the post of duty, should stand by their
comrades now in front of the foe, and thus so
strengthen the armies of the Confederacy as to
ensure success. The mennow absentfrom their
posts would, if present in the field, suffice to
create numerical eqaalitybetween our force and
that of the invaders?and when, with any ap-
proach to such equality, have we failed to be
Victorious f Ibelieve that but few of those ab-
sentare actuated by unwillingness to serve their
countrj? but that many have found it difficult
io resist the temptation of.a visit to their homes
and the loved Ones from whom they have been so
loug separated; that others have left fur. tempo-
rary attention to their.affairs with the intentio*
Of returning; and then have shrunk froffi the
consequences of their violation of duty; that
others again have left their posts from mere
restlessness and desire Of change, each quieting
the of his conscience, by persuad- ]ing himself that his individual services could
have no iunuCnce on the genera"! result.

These andother causes(although far less dis-
graceful than the desire to avoid danger, or to
escape from the sacrifices required by patriot-
ism,) are, nevertheless, grievous faults, and
place the cause of our beloved country, and of
-everything w« hold dear, in imminent peril. I
repeat that the men who now owe duty to their
country, who have been, called out and have not
jet reported for duty, or who have absented
themselves from their posts, are sufficient in
number to secure Us victory in the struggle now
impending.

«I call on you then, my countrymen, to hasten
to your camps, in obedience to the dictates of
honor andof duty, and summon those who have
absented themselves without leave, or whohave
remained absent beyond the .periodallowed by
their furlough, to-repair without delay to their
respective commands, and Ido hereby declare
that I grant a general pardon andamnesty to all
officers and meu within the Confederacy, now
absent without leave, who shall, with the least
possible delay, return to their proper posts of
4uty, but no excuse will be received for any de-
laybeyond twenty days after the first publica-
tion of this proclamation in the State in which
the absentee may be at the date of tbe publica-
tion. This amnesty and pardon shall extend to
all who have been accused, or who have been i
convicted and are undergoing sentence for ab-
sence without leave, or desertion, exceptingon- jly those who have been twice convictedfor de-

Finally, I conjure my countrywomen?the
wives, mothers, sisters and daughters of the
Confederacy? to use their all-powerful influence
in aid ofthis call, to add one crowning sacrifice
to thosewhich theirpatriotism has so freely and
constantly offered on theircountry's altar, and
to take care that none who owe service in the
field shall be shelteredat homefrom the disgrace
of having desertedtheir duty to theirfamilies,
to their country, and to their God.
f ) Given under' myhand, and theseal\u25a0J seai. J-of theConfederateBtates, atRichmond, |("-*-* J this Ist day of August, in theyear" of

ourLord,* one thousand eighthundredand sixty-
By tbe President.*

J. P. Bextamix, Secretary of State.

ABINGDON
making any otherregistry or paying any other
tax upon sales (always savingandexcepting the
tax on the income.) To distill fruit forninetyI days or less is the lesser privilege, and is merg-
ed in the greater where a regular, distiller dis-
tills fruit; therefore a regular distillerregistered{ as such has to pay no additional tax for the pri--1 vilege of distilling fruit, but hemay, on thecon-

Jtrary, under his registration, distill fruit oranythingelse, and the spirit derived therefrom
when Sold is subject to the 20 per cent, on itsi value just like other spirits. But those whoI wily still fruit from ninety days or less pay on-
ly §50 specific for the time soengaged (not
to exceed ninety days) aud 50 cents per gallonI for the first ten gallons, and $2 per gallon, on allj spirits distilled beyond that quantity.'

I DweiliNq Houses, ftc.?Every person owi--I ing dwelling houses or building lots in a city
town or village, if not actually rented to anoth-
er, whether occupied by himself or not, will berequired to pay an income tax upon the esti-
mated annual rent. \u25a0 This does not apply to un-
cultivated lands in the country. -The Act doesnot tax the estimatedrent of lands hot cultivat-ed, or dwellings or other buildings not in a city,
town or village.

Eating Houses.?lf a steward's hall, orboarding house, forpupilsof a school, belongs! to and inures to the sole use and profit of theschool, it forms a partof the income of theschool, and is not taxable as an eating house;
If the principal of a school, not being the pro-
prietor, but receiving a stated salary, keeps aboardinghouse for pupils on his pwn account,
sit or more boarding with him, thea he is deem-
ed to be the keeper ofan eating house, and tax-ed according to theclass of the hoisc, to be de-
termined by the amount of estimatedor actual
annual rent.

Gambling Houses.?The ineonus and profitsof gambling houses hot being exemptedby theAct, are subject to the tax. This does not le-galize or license gambling. If a tax payerholds, on the first of July, a sum 4f money, he
is bound to return the amount; and pay thereon
a tax of one per cent. The law doet not inquire
how he came to possess it, whetherbylawful orunlawful practices. He may havettoien it, yetthe receipts by tho Government of a tax there-on would not legalite the theft.Income.?Persons returning should
return income and profits derivedfrom every in-
vestment of labor, skill, property or money,and
the income and profits derived from Any source
whatever, except salaries. The intereston Con-Kerate bonds is an income derivedfrom the in-

tment of money and therefore is taxable.?is the interest on interest bearing Treasuryes. Income from all sources, with the ex-
ceptions specified in the tax act, should .be re-turned to the assessor. When a joint stockcompany or corporationreserves the portion ofKmnual earnings set apart as dividendand

ed fund, and pays thesame.ta the collec-required by article6 sec. 8 lax act, thenvidendpaid to the stockholder shall not
mated as apartof his incomeforthepur->f taxation. Interest bearing Treasury
jeing currency, ore taxed one per cent, bysec. 1, including the Interest whichis taxed asincome.

Income and money*pf schools, colleges, &c.are exempt: if the teacher is proprietor, theincome and moneys derived by him from theschool are exempt. But if he is not the pro-prietor, but employed at a salary, bis salary isnot exempt if above $1,000perannum.
Liquors sold by commission merchants for

others pay the same tax as other goods. Butregular wholesaleor retail dealers are prohibit-j ed from selling liquors, under theirregistrationi as such; and if they sellliquors, will haveto doI so under separate registry, paying! the tax ofI five or ten per cent, as the casemay be.j Manufacturers of saddlery, harness, ,&c,| and dealers in same, sellingartillery harness to! the Government, decidedto be wholesaledealers,| and .liableto registry and taxed as such.
j Manufacturers of all goods, wares, and mer-I Chandize, whetherof foreign or domestic mau-ufacture, are liableto atax of2* per centum on| their sales. Therefore, .nails, candles, cottonj and woollen goods, Cotton yarns, flour, shoes,j boots, hats, clothing, and other articlesof do-

mestic manufacture are subject to the tax, whe-ther sold by the manufacturers themselves or
j Manufacturers of firearms for the Govern-ment, who sell to it uuder contract, are deemedwholesale merchants or dealers under the act,

and taxed accordingly. The income derived,from the manufacturing business is also taxed)
by sec. 8, Tax Act.

Merchants' 13, sec. 5,Tax Act, only exempts the sales of agriculturalproducts, when sold by commission merchantsfor the producers themselves. The sales of ne-groes, whether sold for the persons who haveraised them, pr others, are not exempt.Naval Stores, salt, wines, and all the otherarticles enumerated in section 1, and agricultu-ral products of the growth of any year preced-
ing the year 1863,and not necessaryfor familyconsumption for the unexpired portion of theyear, subject to a tax of 8 per cent. It is im-
material in whose hands they are foundpn IstJuly; the person then holding, possessing or
controling them, is bound to return and pay thetax on them.

Officers.? Under 39th Sectionofthe Assess-mentAct, no person is eligible to sny of theoffices enumerated in the Act under the age offorty, unless he comes within one or the other
of the two classes of persons named in the lat-
terpart of the Section. Persons'under the ageof forty* who have furnished substitutes, and
who have not been disabled in the military ser-
vice, or declaredunfit*for military daty by theproper board, are not eligible. Neither is atyperson under the age named eligible unless he
is within one or theother of theexceptions.Produce.?The proceedsof the Bale of pro-duce consigned by the producerto commissionmerchants, and sold for account of the producer
are not taxed.

Returns.?A person owningtaxablepropertyin a State other than that of his residence mast
see that it is duly returned }n the tax District
where situated?he maymake thereturn inper-
sonor by agent, but he eannbt -make the return
to any officerof another State.

Salaries of Ministers of the Gospel and
Teachersare taxed undersec. 7 of the Tax Act,
if they exceed $1,000, unless theminister is em-
ployed in the military or naval service of theConfederate States, in which fee his salary is
exempt.

Abv nernon. «ft«» *»»? «._?__\u25a0 ? ??-.«?

A-BIISTaDON, FRIDAY. on 1863;

VIRGINIAN.
gether to more than §1,000 per annum, though |each salary may be less, must return the aggre-
gate and pay tax thereon,

i; Slaves.?The estimated value of the annualhire of all.slaves, not engaged in thecultivationfarms, or some otherbusiness, the profits of' j which are taxed as income, is also to be raxed
i\ as income. And this includes all houses andi j body servants, whether in town or the country, ji i gardners, cooks, nurses, &c. If negroes be eu-? jgaged partly in household and partly in ptant-; I ing duties, itwill be proper to include the valus11 of partial hire for household work.i j Stocks and meacy credits sold by auctioneersj are liable to atax of one-fourth o? one per cen-

/ turn on gross amount of sales. No tax upon| sales of such stocks, &c, when disposedof atJ private sale.
Sugars impressed in the cossmissioftI merchants, and the price thereoffixed by com-i missioners under the impressment laws, are| ble to a tax of 2 i-2 per centum on the salesi thereof to the Government?such thoughunder impressment, beiug legal sales to the Go-vernment. When sugars or other property is

seised by theGovernment, the sale, is not affect- j! ed until the price thereof is fixed by the Ab-| praisers, and paid. It Is the payment whichj consummates the sale.
Tobacco.?All tobacco, manufactured or un-manufactured, grown prior to the year 1863, is jtaxed 8 per centum, by sec* Ist, Tax Act. The'manufacturer of tobacco is not considered a\

producer in the contemplation Of the law," and Icommission merchants are liable for the 2 1-2per cent, tax upon sales of tobacco for the man-ufacturer. ?
Valuation of Credits.?The value of credits

[means the principal aud interest due toJuly IstI added-=-that is, if the credits be Solvent. Ifj they are not solvent, the tax-payer Will be re-quired to so state under oath', and they Trill bo| valuedaccording to thebest evidence thenaturej of the case will admit of by the Assessor.
All taxable subjects, whether capital, proper-! ty, income, or anything else, mustbe assessed! and valued according to their value in Confede-rate Notes. If the holder of a creditrefuses toendorse his willingness thereon to receive Con*federate Notes in, payment of such credit, hethereby proves that he valuesit at a higherrate* Iand according to the provisionsof ,Bee. 24, As-

sessment Act, in that case it will be the dutyof jthe Assessor to regard the credit as represent- jing so much silver or gold, and to assess it as he i
would silveror gold coin at its regular market onIst of July. If, however, the hokier Will en-dorseupon such credit his willingness to receiveConfederate Notes in payment, it shall not be jtaxedat any higher rate than theamount it may
represent in ConfederateNotes.Wool produced in 1863 is to be taxed inkind;'and the farmer is not privileged to commute bypaying the estimatedvalue thereof. The pro-duct of wool produced any year prior to theyear 1863,pays a tax of8 per cent., ad valorem.
' :?\u25a0» \u25a0» »

Importantfrom Europe.
A European war imminent^-The Russian re-ply on the Polish question?She refuses anarmistice? View of the English Presson theAmerican War and tliebattles of Gettysburg

? The surrenderofVieksburg.
The news we get from Europe (throughNorthern papers) is of a very important cha-

racter. The reply of the Russian Govern-
ment to the noteof the three Western Powersis regarded asentirely.unsatisfactory. While
conceding theconference askedfor, Russia ab-
solutely refuses to grant an armistice. Herplan is, first to subdue by the sword, and af-terwards to diplomatize. France, England
and Austria are therefore considering what jmeasures it is incumbent on them now to :take. It is given out as a positive fact thatthe agreement of these threePowers upon the jpolicy to be pursued is certain. The LondonTimesregards the position assumed by Rus-
sia as humiliating to England, and expressesthe hope that thecountry .will not be plungeddeeperinto negotiations which have hitherto
proved so unpropitious. The London '.Tele-
graph'thinks that ifEngland and France are
ofone mind on thereply, as tftey were upon
the notes thatprovoked it, the Csttr will find
some work to do. In tbe meantimethe Rus-
sian conscription,or draft, in the Polish pro-
vinces, has been postponed till 1864. The
news of the great battles of Gettysburg, and
the surrender ofVieksburg, had arrived out
in England, and was touch commentedon by
the British press. The London Herald i9in-
dignant at its own Government for not hav-
ingrecognized the Southern Confederacy,,and
attributesit t» Earl Russell's desire to retain
his place. The Timesfinds in it a text for
wholesaleabuse of the administration,and its
New York correspondent declares his beliefthat if England and France, with or without
the aid ofSpain and other Powers, were to
propose an armistice, the great bulk of tbe
Northern and Northwestern people would
agree to the proposal,after a faint protest.?
The effect of the newswas to greatly inspirit
the Northern party in England, and of send-ing up United States Government securities
and stocks. We givesome, of thecomments
of the English press, with abrief summary of
the other news:
TheEnglish Presson the Battle of Gettysburg

and the surrenderof Vieksjburg.
(From the London Times, July the 20th.)
The real lesson that should be drawnfrom

the politicalfailureof these repeatedandmu-
tual invasions is that the issuessought arenot
to be gained,by war. From tbefirst the con-
flict wasoneof questionsand principles which
can only be settled by statesmanship. Na-
tionalmadness has given them overfor deci-
sion by the sword, and it is now evident to
them thatlightingbrings thatdecisionno near-i
er. Opinion has markedout a frontier Which
armiescross in vain to compel submission.?
Whichever side attacks seems destinedalways
to fail. The South, constantly vietorioue in
Virginia, is baffled when it possesnorth of
the Potomac. Even thealternatingsuccesses
of the war, in the waste of life by which they
arepurchased, proveit desperate; and tbere1
peated failures on both sides, for any purpose
larger than a destructive incursion, point asclearlyas any human events can do to a set-
tlement of another kind. The war may be

Sfa* Qth
continued to mutual'exhaustion,but if f jnevermutuallycon?ince. Statesmen, it\Hii
can be found, will have to take the *lw!
question out of the hands of soldiersat rssfeven if the three hnndred thousand troop
called for by the Northern conscription ar,
enrolled,armed, and slaughtered in »noth'£
two years ofmiserable conflict. The Cni.ineof Washington are not equal to their task.-'Every crisis of affairs seems toelict the addi
tional proofs that they are in every reapedunfit to deal with the events passing \u25a0fountthem: The gleam of success that has fullei
on the Federal arms, in the surrender oVieksburg, and the incidents of the seeomMarylandcampaign, have exhibitedthe President and his chief ministersin a manner al
most pitiable. With their country torn assunder, and its soil still reeking with btondthey onlyfind a voice to makepoor and flip
pafat election speeches. When "serenadod,*
as a popular congratulation oh the "fall oVieksburg, the Presidentmade an address t<the crowd that "not even the friendly report-could invest with dignity." The SecretarjofWar "claimed the meritof retaining General "Grantin command* and ft
the victory achieved." He turued the even1!to a C'rinimation ofsome ofhis.colleogujsaifc'aglorifyingof himself. Mr. Stanton *asd» #a party triumph oVer the advocates of p?iss
by a small sneer at the Ntyi
Mr. Seward crowned the wretcheddisplay .8$something that we record, bttt will not $ir\
repeat, for it was simplybUsphetoouS* TBsmen in such positions could so eSrjresS iit**flJselves at such a time is a deplorableijhsttjl''
tion of the degeneracyofAmerican jfttJeriS

[From theLondonHerald, July20. jgsecond invasion ofthe Northern S&16?
)nfederate army has terminated* liJM-t, without result. After two yedraW
er?after the sacrifice of at Iea»& tVrtl
1 thousandmen in Virginia-, Marylftntj
nnsylvania, the position of affair* .id

unchanged. The South is still tod.wertjt toi
successful aggression, the North finds fcabl!Ni effort at invasion a more disastrous.fail-and yet there is not theslightestpft*pe*ui

c end of the struggle. Mr. Seward is be-ginningto renew his ninety flays' ptamj<s&The fall ofVieksburg has given him a newlease ofpower. He is evidently forecastingthe date at which thefighting material ofUnlSouth will have become exhausted at tbe rats'ofa million ora million and a half of North-erners for five hundred thousand Confess
rates. And ob Washington is safe, as Phila-delphia is not in flames, and tbe guns ofFortMcHenry still repress secession in BaltimJJrbj
he is confident the day of exhaustion Is hotfar distant. The news which be will receive'from this country by the next mail will
strengthen his hopes. He will know then*that he has another six or nine months for'the execution of his fiendit.h work* He willlean, that the word which might hive gived
peace to a continent, and to:sMbly saved thelives of50,000 men, has not beenHe will hear that the English Government;which is prepared to accept any issue iv be-halfof a peopleof alien race,"language antifaith; waging war not so much by native*
valor as by foreign aid, shrinks from acknow-ledging the independence of a nation whichasks from it absolutely nothingbeyond a fof-
mai recognition, and which, after tiro years
of incessant fighting over half a continent)
maintains an *unin>p.eached authority and a
magnificent army such as no other people*
striving for freedom has ever attained in the'first or last year1of its struggle for national
rights. We can understand Mr* Seward'sfeelings and objects. If the Union ceases td
exist he is nothing. Heis worsethan nothing,-for the cursor of millions will brand bim aa
thefacile toolof the*most corrupt and blood-thirsty administration the world has ever
seen., , , «,» »
AdmiralLee's "Gloriotis" OperaticmJ

ill the James"River.
They huntfor TorpedoesandMasked Batteries)

andfnd them;anddesert the Coast.
The latest accounts repre ent the Yankee"flotilla of monitors and gun I outs as having

disappeared from the James river/ and ill! ?

was quietalong that classic str«>am.
It seems thatoutof all the torpedoesplann-

ed in the river, but one exploded, and that
with pretty goodeffect, judging from tbe re-'
ports of tbeparty Whofired it. Thefleet was1comingdown, and slacked steam when oppo-
sitetheplantationof Mr.Coxe,belowAiketf'a
Landing, where one of tbe torpedoes* wg#
planted. The torpedowas fired prematurely/
when one of tbe gunboatswas nearlyupon it:
The eruption of water underthepressure (A
five hundredpounds of gunpowder, was ter-
rific, and the volumeof sprayrose in an hf-
stant in the form of a volcanic eruption,- to
the height of a three story h<>nse, bursting
with thereportofa salvoofartilleryonshore.
The gunboat careened, and its companions-
immediately ran up and took her in tow.?
The force of the first shock, it woaldseem,---; snapped the wireofa second torpedo, planted!

[just below, and itfailed to explode, though
threecaps wereburst upon the battery. ""'The damage to tbe gunboatmust navebeen'{.serious, as the cries ofthe crew, as they ran*1 up and down thecabin ladder, could be dis-
tinctly heard. The land batteries, sent down
by General Elzey, of this Department, seem 'to have acted with a dispatch aud efficiencythat compensates for the short-comings, dis-played by theparties havingthe mamtgeroenfof the submarine, batteries. They seen* to"have been controlled by some nervous per-son1, who considered the firing of them, with-I out regard to timeor place.

The fleet, consisting of on*?. Monitor andtwo iron-clads, started on Wednesday from?/Day's Neck," and by six, P. M., were with-in twomiles ofChopin'sBluff, andthreemilesfrom DrewryV Bluff, by water. Their pro-gress was from time to time telegraphed bythe Signal Corps, and market! by repeatedshelling, as theycame np. \u25a0 Cp to this time,not a single shot had been fired at thefleet,nora single torpedoexploded. When withinthree miles ofDrewry'g Bluff, and within a


