
Virginian.
BY COALE &> BABK.

Friclay,Dee. "A,. l*a-*33.

*<
We are sorry we cannot present our readers

with more encouraging news this week. This
revolution, like all that have preceded it, has its
Sigh** and shades, and we are now passing
through the darkest period we have y£t experi-
eaced. Tho' we would that tire situation of af-
fairs were more cheeriug, we" can see aoth'ing
Absolutely discouraging. A darker, cloud mr.y
yet overspread our country, but itwill pass a-
way, and ail will again be bright and cheerful.
The struggle may belong and bloody and fluc-
tuating, but we are ia the right, and will even-
tually triumph as sure as the sunrose this morn-
ing. The enemy may eyerrj nus fur a time, and
hunt usfrom mountain to mountain and' from
valley to valley, 'but all will be right in the end,
if we "trust ia theLord and keep our powder
dry.*' ...'.*''?

Not half of the men of the South are yet in
the army. The; time may come, and we believe
it will, when all men able to.bear arms, without
regard to age or circumstances, will be called
upon to defend their homesand their rights, and
the sooner this is done the sooner Will we win
our independence,
\u25a0 *' . '\u25a0 » \u2666 » ;

Gen.Brass's Second Battle
NEAR CHATTANOOGA.

' Another sanguinary battle was fought near
Chattanooga en Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day oflost week,and we fear? as far as we can
Judge by the meagre. details given, that our
armssustained a very disastrousreverse. Heavy
skirmishing commenced on Saturday previous,
and continued until Monday, but on'Tuesday
the battleopened out, apd by Thursday became
general and' furious. We almost fear to con-
template the -result, though some of our ex-
changes seem to think thereverse is lees disas-
trous than the dispatches would indicate. Our
own accounts admit that we were driven from
Lookout and Mission Ridge, and forced toward
Cbicamauga, with .a loss of about 1,000 inkilled
aad wounded,and at least 5,000 prisoners. The
Attacking*force under Thomas is said to have
been about 40,000, whilst ours was not more
than a third ofthat,number. Our men fought
desperately, perhaps never more so, and the
enemy's killed, wounded and missing are esti-
mated at 20,000.

Gen. Bragg's Jieadquartersare, webelieve, at
Ringgold, some 18 miles this side of Chattanoo-
ga, and our army is said to be in proper order
and spirits. The great fear is that Ceo. Bragg,
under the pressure of -overpowering numbers,
will be forced to fall still further back, and tha
difficulty is, if he couldn't hold Lookout nor
Mission Ridge, where can he find a position in
all thatregion he can hold? We arenot of those
who have, prematurely, as we think,.censured
Gen. Bragg, nor do we intend to until clearly
defined facts shall justify such a course. He
lias had much to contend with?as sa;d General
Scott about the time he disposed of that hasty
plate of soup,' "a fire in the rear as well as
front"?and we will have to know all the facts
ofhis disasterbefore we are prepared to judge
him harshly. Weknew that he has overwhelm-
ing farces to contend with, and that he has, in
this instance, been overpowered-anddriven from
Jus.positionsby sheer force of numbers. If the
estimate of the Yankee loss be anything like ac-
curate, Bragg fought his men as well as they
could have been fought, andhis little army, al-
ike' defeated, covereditself all ever withglory.

THE YANKEE 'ACCOUNT.
<seo. Grant,.in a dispatch to Geo. Halleck,.says theroute of Gen. -army was com-

plete?that he lost?s piece's of artillery, 2,00Q
prisoners, and that theline ofretreat wasstrewn
with abandoned wagons, caissons, and an occa-
sionalpiece ofartillery, and sums up our losses
at $0,000. He says toe pursuit would continue
ta Red Claynextmorning.

-Red Clay, {Red House, we presume,) is on
the railroadbetweenChattanoegaandRinggold,
about 11 miles this j&ide of the former place.

Altogether, the disaster is not as great £S we
expected the Yankee account to make it, though
it is bad enough.

Still Later.
The following is from the Richmond Whig of

Monday:, &
?'At a late hour last night we-received dates

as late as the after>oon of the 27th. We havespacefor only thebriefest summary. The tenor
«f the accounts from Chattanoogamay beInfer-
redfrom the followinglieadiug in the Baltimore
American: 'Glorious victory for the Uaion-r
Our armyeverywhere victorious?Sixty pieces
of artillery captured?Bragg in full retreat
Hooker pursuing the enemy?6,ooo prisoners
captured?Gen. EookeaatRinggold, Georgia?
Occupation ofthe Western Atlantic Railroad,?
Advance .on Daltoa?Longstr-eet's communica-
tion With Bragg cut ofiw-Braggutterlyrouted.'

The telegraphic reporterputs toe Yankeeloss
'at 300 killed apd 2,500 wounded. He'adds: 'The
Rebels are firing the bridges after them, to re-
tard pursuit, and burning tkeir depots'and
stores, andabandoning or destroyingeverything
that would embarrass their flight.'*"-

---' Monday and^Tuesday mornings,-the
mercury was as law as 14 in these parts.

Maj. W. Y. C Humes* ?
This meritorious officer, a native of cc:- town,. has, we are glad to see, been promoted to Bri-

-1gadier General for his gallant and eflicie|it eon-: duct, ip thelute great raid of Gen. Wheeler, 'and
jon other occasions. "Bird," the army carres-
| pondent in Wheeler's command of theKnoxville
| llesv*ter, says Gen Humes is a g*jpduatc of West
1 jPoint. ? This is a mistake. He is a graduate of
1 | the Ya. Military Institute, and graduated with
1 distinction. He e*|(*red the service at the com-
-1mencement cf the war as a Lieutenant of Artil-

lery, was in several engagements in theWestern
Department, and was captured at Island No. 10

? in the Mississippi. .As soon as exchanged he
was-put in command of the batteries at Mobile,
and when Wheeler joined Bragg at Tullaboma,

*he was made*Chi'cfof Artillery in Wheeler's di--
vision. Since time he has shared all the
hardships and glory of that heroic command,
!tns has been deservedlypromotedfor hia untir-

[ ing and gallant services.
* 1 .'*» \u2666'» \u25a0?\u25a0 \u25a0

Prom Rnoxvliie.
We have nothing from day to day from Knox-

ville, but unconfirmed apd unreliable rumors.
At one hour we hear that Longstreet has pos-

: session of the city, at another thathe has it
; invested, and at another that he is falling back
[to rejoin Bragg. Consequently weknow noth-
I ing positive of the situation of affairs at that
i point. The most reasonable information we

have is, that Burnside is strongly fortified in
the city on tt>ort rations, that non-combatants
have all left, end Longstreet shelling the place
furiously.

The Yankee dispatches say that Burnsidewill
maintain his poekion, aad that a column under

1 Wilcox is in motion for his relief. ? .
.'" The Yankeereference to ; Wilcox reminds us
of an incident connected with his command.'?
V»'hen the Yankees were routed from Rogers-
ville a few weeks ago, some of the men made

! their way to Greenevilte, where Wilcox and his
command were located. They at once partook

'< of the alarm, and made* rapid tracks towards
Knoxville. As they passed Mossy Creek, theyr said Gen. Jones had 30,000 nieirjat Rog<*rsville,

1 all dressed in black, and many of them as big
as Durham bulls. They Were too touch ala/m-
--ed to wait for a mouthful to eat, although half

!. starved,andrushed pauting'on, at double-quick,

' to eecape the danger. ? \u25a0 ?i ?, \u2666 » \u2666-^? -r \u25a0 \u25a0>

1 From the Elapidan.
! Another pretty severefight.occurred between
? Lee and Meade on Friday last, about 18 miles

below Orange C. If. and 10 miles above the bat-
t tle-grouad of Chanceliorsville. The attack was- made by Meade, with tbe corps of French and

' Birney. The figfet on our side was principally
sustained by Johnson's divisfenofSwell'scorps.
The fight lasted from 10 in the morning until

1 dark. We drove- the enemy back two miles.?

' Our loss in killed and woundedwas about 400,
the enemy's netknown,but supposedto be very

if heavy.
As the two regiments from this part oftheState

are in Johnson's division, much anxiety will be
!, felt until full particulars are heard. Captain

John M. Preston, of the 48th-, and Maj. .Wm.
Terry, of the 4th, wereslightly wounded. The

i formeris fromAbingdon, the latter from Wythe-
> ,ville. ' ' :
1. \u25a0, The enemy had enough to do them Saturday,
? but it was.supposed he wouldrenew thestrug-
-1 gle on Sunday. \u25a0&
1 * ?r?. S-<-= »\u25a0» '<0'& ... p?

Surprise in ft.cc County.
We have just learned authority,

? that a portion of Col-, Slcmp's 64th ¥a. rpgi-
? meut, under .command of Ljt. Col. Prideraore,, wassurprisedby a body of Yankee cavalry on

Sunday.laSt, in'Lea' county, near the residence
ofMr. Marks,'an jut 9 milesbelow Joaesville.

1 Col. Fridemorc had about 160 meu, who were
awaiting the Yankees i» ambush, when they
foundthemselves surrounded and.hemmed.in by

1 about 400 Yankees. We presume they had out
neither scouts nor piqkets, as they were, taken

' completely by" surprise. It is supposed that
about half the force was captured, and a few
killed?among the latter Ca.pt. Gray. The most
of those who cscapedJost their blankets, arms,
&c. A surprise is inexcusable under any cir-
cumstances. ? "

A part of the same command was surprised
at Mulberry Gap a few days before, when Capt.
Thomas Miller was mortally wouaded, .

.\u2666 \u2666 » \u25a0 1 i?.. . ? iFrom Charleston.
The shelling has been steadilykept«ip by the

! enemy, from 10 inch colambiads and 13 iudh: mortars) upon Moultrie, Sumter, Johnson and
Simpkins. 'Ns damage done and no casualties
on our side. Three orfourpersons were wound'

1 ed in Moultrie by the explosion of a Parrot*
'\u25a0shell. V
1 Maj. Elliott has been promoted to.LieutenantColonelby the President.

i. ? . » .--.
Good lews,

On Friday last, the 27th, Gen. Rosser, With a- squadron,of cavalry, captured a Yankee wagon
train near Ely's ford, on the Rapidan river.?

i .He got 100 teamsters, 8© wagons, and a largei number ofmules. The wagonswere loadedwith
? ordnance and oommissary stores. He brought
I off 20 wagons and 250 mules. The rest of the:; wagons were destroyed.
??? \u2666 \u2666 » ?:?\u25a0??' ? .

t®* Gen. apd Major Wil-

' snn, Chief of'Staff,' were captured .at the late
jbattle, and were tnk'en to Chattanooga. "

FromKnoxville.
We are still in uncomfortablesuspense as to

thereal stateof rfffairs atKnoxville. Accounts
are uncertain and contradictory.. The Northern
papers'say that Burnside bad, notified the citi-
zens that ac would hold the city under all cir-
cumstances. Foster was on the way to religve
hjm. All that portion of the-city north of the
railroad*, including the Humphreys' House-had
been burned. Longstreet's investment of the
place was complete.

The H'untsville Confederate of the 24thult.
has the following, which may be of interest to
gpnie of our readers' c

"We have conversed w~ith a cavalry officer, of
Crew's Brigade, and a soldier, ofKershaw's Bri-
gade, former ofwhom left our lines around
Knoxville, Saturday night, the latter, Saturday- morning.,. They say that our troops completely
invest tbeciiy, from river above around to
the river below it, theriver side ofthe town be-
ing the only way ofingress .andegress to the en-

,emy. Our infantry lines extended about two-
thirds of the way around, and our cavalry, the
other third. The cavalry arc on the side ofthe
city lookingtowards Cnmberland Gap, with the
infantry, on each side ofthem, extending to the
rlVer bank.

\u25a0* A body of infantry, after a severe skirraisli
with the enemy, had'been, thrown across the
Hniston, near the mouth ofFrench BrOad> with
a view of preventing the enemy from planting a
battery on the South bank ofthe river, immedi-
ately opposite Knoxville, which itwas said they
were attempting to do. The enemy had pon-- toons across the ritrer, and, holding the heights,
would be able to forage oa the South side, if
their attempt succeeded.

Longstreet'* lines were close up to the city.?
He drove the enemy from their position on the
high hill, just beyond College Hill, going from
the city, and the enemyattempted to chargeand
retake the position on Friday night last, arid
were repulsed by Kershaw's Brigade, who fol-
lowed them, and, on Saturday, occupied the
valley at the fost of College Hill only about 400
yards from the enemy's battery, of about 8
guns, on College Hill. The enemy had notfired
a gun from the battery. I'-risopers said they, were short of ammunition.'

Orie of onr batteries was within' 850 or400
yards of the R. R. depot. The enemy had burnt
the Humphreys House, and the East Term. &
Va. R. R. Depots nnd Machine Shops, but had
not,burnt the East Term. & Geo. Depots or
Shops.

Four thousandof the enemy are said tobe at
Strawberry Plains, (15 miles from Knoxville.)
and Gens. Jones and Ransom were shilling them
from the opposite bank of the river. This is
the. only part of Burnside's force outside of
Knoxville, except the remnant ofBird's caval-
ry, which are beyond the river below Kingston.
The remnant of Wolford's cavalry are in Knox--
ville. Burnside's ? force In "Knoxville is repre-
sented by prisoners to be from 10,000 to 15,000,
and on halfrations.

There was a rumor of Wheeler having cap-
tured a battery and 400, prisoners, but it lacks
confirmation., Brownlow, Maynard, ano Baxter are said to
have left Knoxville for Cumberland Gap, on
Tuesday last, Burnside having ifsued' an order
advising all non-combatauts to leave the city;
It was rumored that the Texan Rangers, bad
captured his press, type, &c.

»\u2666 » 1?j ?
BSay-During thelighten Friday last,on theRa-

pidan, Gen. Johnson's horse was killed under
ftim. 'On the same morning, about twohours lseforc
daylight, Me>by fell upon tbe.rearof a Yankee
wagon train, near Brandy.Station, burnt 80 or
40 wagons, brought off112 very fine mule? and

? 20 horses.
Mosby's men report that the enemy are leav-

ing/the railroad,and tlnuk they will go to Fred-
ericksburg if Lee whips him, which he will do.-. _>_. , \u2666\u2666 » U.?L ' y \\

The Lynchburg Republican of Tuesday
feays, passengers by the Orange train on Monday
night report that a fight was progressing when
the cars left Orange C. H. that dny,»os the can-
nonading could be distinctlyheard. They could
not tell whether itwas a general engagement or
aheavy skirmish.

Other a/counts say 'that both armies were
drawn up in line ofbattle on either side of Mina
Run, a'small streamUhat crosses the plankrood
leading from Orange C. H. to Fredericksburg,
about 16 miles east of the former.... _, .- . i \u25a0;: »\u2666 \u25a0» 1? ?- * \u25a0

jgjgff- Read the correspondencebetween Com-
missioners Hifchoock and.Ouldl upon the sub-
ject of exchange. Yankee impudence, India-
rubber-likeas it is, can't go farther than Hitch-
cock's proposition. He hac since declined Judge
Ould's proposition.

-r? | > *>' * . 1?'\u25a0 -The Virginia House.
See card of Mrs. White in another column for

the re-opening of this hotel. We are glad that
it is so, for Abingdon is too larg« a place to be'
destitute of a house ofpublic entertainment.?
Dr. Whipple will superintend thobusiness, and
will do ail ia his power to make guests comforta-
ble?. m-*y- - "' \u25a0''

t*f? ' » ' *-*r
A correspondent"ef the Gincirironi Commer-

cial, Writing from Greenupsbiirg under date of
the sth, says that the Eastern"coiinties of this
State are entirely overrun by small squads of
guerrillas, with no Union troops for the protec-
tion ofthe people. A regiment -was raised ia
Carter county?the fortieth a
promise by the officers that, it was to remain
there for tlie protection of that region, But it-
was immediately ordered away, asseveral other, regiments had been before. We trust that the
military authorities will do something efficiently
and immediately for theprotectionof oursuffer-
ing pe&pie., _

? > \u2666 < : -r

Mr. Wm. M. Eldridge,Presidentof thePeid*
montKailroad Company, fell from the steps
of his office iv Danville last Monday night,
causing afractureof the skull, which produc-
ed, death in about two .hours.. Mr. E. was a
native nf Buokkng'iam county. Va., and Iw.dbeen for s«rno years Clerk of Amelia county.

v

For the Virginian.
The Sign* of the Times.

Messks. Editors j?lt is natural and legiti-
mate to enquire into the signs of the time*.?
What do they indicate? Have we really made
any progress towardsthe achievementof our in-
dependence, or have we b»st ground and
likely to be subjugated? There are many, very
many indeed, who, at the commencement ofthis"
struggle, were'jubilant and confident that onr
arms would, in afew days"conquertheFederals,,
now assume that we are in an exceedinglycriti-
cal condition with much of our territory lost,
our currency almost worthless, and our people*
dejected. They have nota single word
fort or of hope, and their constant, theme is, the
utter hopelessnessof ourcause. Itwere better
for us that all such grumblers were out of the
?iray?were either dead or sent.to Nova Scotia,
The country could wtil spare them, and the re-
lief which it would afford, would be incalculable-

There can be no doubt that ourprospects,were
nevermoreflattering than at the present' mo-
ment/ We take it in the broadestpossible sens**.
Do we alludeto the condition of oar army? It
is to-day stronger" and better disoipHued than
everbefore. We have-better Generals, better
officers, better soldiert, and all in belter spirits
and condition than at any time in our past his-
tory. They, are more determined apd,; mere
hopeful, and in all the essential prerequisitesof
the morale of an army, theyhave never beeV ex-
celled. Whether we refer to Le*V oraiy? ci» t*
Bragg's, or to the army west ofthe Mississippi,
all show tho same courage, the same, indomita-
ble will, nnd. the same unyielding purposs i»
succeed. And it would be well for some of the
miserable croakers of the country to visit the-
army and learn lessons ofwisdom. >

* * * * *..*
*TTith f?!l our troubles and Messrs. -

Editors, we are of the opinion that our prospects
ore more hopeful and cheering than they have
been since the commencement of the war. We
have nothing to fear, therefore, hut' fVenv...e»>-
mies at home. Exterminate these and all will
be well. ';.'. ~ ' - ?: X.

?? ?\u2666?*-\u2666? r-?. I . V .
For the Virginian.

ISfonrrel' .-"* a \u25a0 -
Save the erdearing name of "mirth***,'' no

word in our language addresses the lifcart so di-
rectly, or sends such a thrill 'through every
nerve, as the litjtle word "Home"' It is tbw
mirror in which the soul looks the sunny
memories ofthe past, the well ft'oinwhich many ..
a golden,hope has been drawn, to be\wasted
alas! in disappointment,, the heaven to which,
like the "Peri" at the outer gates of Paradise,
the exiled- heart longs to return, and fold its
wearywings, tobe foreverat rest. Let thapil;
grim in the desert oflife, be ever so ambitious
to climb the rugged mountains of fame, tbe c.ye
ofhis mind still looks lack to thegladein which
nestled the home of his early affections, hit
loves upcorruptedby the vices ofa later experi-
ence. Our after-hofes are but faint copies of
the aspirations which surround the
golden hours ofyouth*, and as We advance ia ths
weary journey, one,by one, even these fade out
when age overtake?? n"**, givingplace"tn the wea-
ried sool, when life's, tragedy is about toend, to
dream of"childhood's home." ''' ! \

Home istbe refuge oftheffriendlcss man,
Whose deedshave met the -world's contemptuv,ous scan,
HerS does he find support the world denied,
Eyes that will beam and hearts that woitldhave

died.
Is there a man in all the world's wide bound
Who loves not "home?"?is it an empty M-un<T?'
True, there are thoss whose hearts no kindredties,
Who know no place- where their affection lies;
But still the thought that ouce they knew a

t. koine, .. ..... ?
Lives with them still, and cheers them, whsn

~.' they roam.
Abxsgdos, Va., Now. 30th, 1863. "',,. ? ! *» »~ . p. I

For the Virginian.
Camp XEAa Villianow, Ga.j ). \u25a0"? ' Nov. 18th,1863. |

Messrs. Editors :?Wc are now in camp thir-
teen miles west of Dalton, Ga., picketing on theleft of Gen. Bragg's army, situated so that wecan hear the report of.the,artillery, and: thatcan be heard every now and then. ' * ?;

On yesterday morning the enemy attempted
to dislodge our forces from "the point of rimLookout Mountain, but all in vain. $hey-Weredriven back with Heavy losses. Report says

Our brigade (Hodge's, now Tyler's,) waa-wilhGen. Wheeler on the raid TennesKee,around Rosecran's army. The losg On .the raidfrom the brigade in killed, woundeders is over ,200. The pames fr/em {he 27thVa. Battalion, are as foilwwsl * '
Company G?Privates Wm. H. Thompson, apdJohn W. Donhara, prisoners.
Co. H?Corpl. M. Rouse mortally woundedan&prisoner; Coral. W. A. M. Robinson prison-

er; privates Nathan Johnston and ValentinoVanhiiss prisoners. ? ' i
The. losses principallyfrom Ist, 2d apd 3dKy. Battalions. Their names! do riot remem-ber. I canmily Say. all the men" from theorl-gadeaetednobly. The health of the commandvery good. " Yours, &«.,

-S. P. LARMERy '
Capt. 27th Va. Batt.

'\u25a0 H -*?'?> »?i?.. . i., ? -?

JakeWoflordUiißrr.
A letter received in this place from WAite >county, contains the particular of the hanging

one day last week, ofone-JukeWofford, of HiH county, who had gainedropm
nstoriety asa tory in the neighborhoodoi MossyCreek. He it-was, it is believed, wha shotLewis Pitchford, on the night of tbe 4tk inst.,whose death was noticed in ourpapertwo weeksago. Circumstantial evidence against Jake be-ing very strong, he was placed on a temporaryplatform, after hisarrest,.wuh. a,rope aroundhis neck, and tiedto a limb, Finding peTIS
verjr obstinate and would not answer any ques-tions'propounded to him, some persop' or per-sons in the crowd jerked the* plank from underlua feet and left him suspended by the neck.?Ia a,few moments he waslaunchedintoeternity. \u25a0? Athens Watchman, *lbtk. \u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0- \u25a0 | .

?i ? ? \u2666* »?? __
From-North Carolina.

A portion of Capt. of Whit-ford s battalion, by a "body of\ankec caralrythaf ca*Wr«m Washington, irithat State, a few Twenty-five outof forty were coptWfe Tlie Yflnkees made
g> od their escape.! -WT '?


