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Increase ef tbe Army.
Sine, the war began, we have deemed it oar

doty, for the success of the cause, to utter no
word ofcensure against ourauthorities in either
tho oabinet or the field. We thoughtwe could
appreciate the difficultiesthatsurrounded them,
sad th. extraordinaryresponsibilities that rest-
ed apoa them. As our law-givers and Generals
axebat human, and as liable to human frailties
a.other., instead of censuring their inevitable
blunders when they have committedthem, we
have tried to make allowance, fer them, and
whoa we could not commend have remained si-
lent It is our purpose to pursue tho same
policy still, for the sakeof harmony and unani-
mity of action,bat when measuresef grea: and
vitalpublic policy are on the tapis, tending to
the weal or woe of the nation,duty toourselves
aad our country, demandsthat we should speak,
out and to thepoint. .One of themeasures now
before Congress is ofthischaracter. We allude
.to tbe conscription of all persons able te bear
arms, between the ages of 16 and 55. As Presi-
dent Davis said in the beginning oftheetruggle,
so we say now, the enlistment of youths under
18 years of age?youths who ought to be under
the influence of their mothers or at schoobr-is
"grinding seed corn." Aside from the moral
effects, there are insuperable oojections to the
policy. The boy of 15 Or, 16 has formed no per-
manent habit, and his mind is as plactic and im-
pressible as a lump of clay in the hand, ef the
potter, ready-for any impression that surround-
ing circumstances may make upon it. No one,
wo presume, will pretend to argue, that the in-
fluences of the camp tend to morality. On the
contrary, ail will agree, that the influences of
camp-life all -tend to immorality. Even the best
men?men of high moral acd intellectual train-
ing?without singular care and firmness of pur-
jpose, imperceptibly and gradoallybecome vitiat-
ed to a greateror less extent. Not only so., but
.it is a commonremark among sohliers.that many
of>theChaplains in the army lose themestof

I -theirreligion the first campaign. Ifmenefdis-
cretion, therefore, and even Ministers of the

\u25a0Gospel are vitiated by camp life, what may be
expected of boys of 15 or 1(J years of age?
When the war is over, a rabble more terrible

?than the war itself would be thrown upon the
?country., and an .aggressionwouldbe wagedthat
?:-.0a.1d not be allayed by compromises, negotia-
tions or interventions. *

As many and as potent arguments can be ad-
duced against th. enlistment of old men.?
?Some men must be left at home, and what more
\u25a0writable class than men of yearsand of presup-
posed discretion'? Were they even able to en-
dure the exposure of the 'field and thefatigue of
the march, they could render far more service
at home, by the direction Of domestic affairs,
aad tho promotion of such measures a.are ab-
solutely necessary to the sustenance of the ar-
mies in th. field. But an old man cannot stand
camp life. Seven men out of ten over 45, if
not in largerproportion, would give way under
the fatigue and exposure, and become a burthen
upon the Government.

And now, te earn up the matter, what are the
reasons given for this almost universal enlist-
ment, recommended by theauthorities and abont
to be adopted by Congress? , To increase the
army. We don't, pretend to bo veryfar-seeing,
nor do weknow much more about the manage-
ment of armies than a very intelligent horse,
but we do thick we have common sense enough
to see that this thing is fraught with far more
evil than good. If, with all the discipline that
has been enforced, and all the energyAnd indus-
try of the President, the War Department, the
Commandantsin the field and an Enrolling and
Conscript Officer at everycross roads in the
Confederacy,, less than one-halfthe enlisted men
are kept in actual service, how much better
would it be if everyold man and boy in the land
wereconscripted ? If the smallernumber can-
not be controlled and kept in place, how utterly
Jutileto attempt to control the larger.

But neither of the reasons we have given, is
Che main ground of our objection to the enlist-
ment ef old men and boys. If it be necessary
to increase the army?and we believe it is to a
reasonable extent?the increase should be drawn
from other source.. There is scarcely a rail-
road station, or a cross roads, or blacksmith
6hop« «s doggery, between the Bay of Mobile
and the 'Chesapeake, that has not it. Pro vet
Martial and Povost Martial's Guard. Thes.
guards range innumberfrom 10 to 20, and some-
time, ashigh as 50 to 100 men. These are near-
ly all surperfluous. Nine out of ten of them
could bo verywell spared, and thus the army
might be increased to tho extentof a dozenor
morefull regiments.

Anotherdivisionof able-bedied
be culled from railroad train*. Who of late has
entered a car without being confronted by a
burley two-fisted fellow with the demand*Ut
me seeyour passport?" And what good do thay
do?how many.pies have they detected? If
they have been of any benefit we have never
heard of it, and if they have ever detected a
spy it ha. never come to the knowlekge of the
world ontsideof the ears. The thing is sim-
ply a nuisance, ought to be abolished, and that
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large number of men put where their military
knowledge and prowess anight benefit tbe coun-
try. The passport system, temake the best of
it, is an unmixed humbug. They are signed by
thousandsof different men, and there is not a
detective on any car in any train on any rail-
road in the Confederacy, that can tell whether a
passport is genuine or bogus when he- sees it?
nor co«kl all the "Philadelphia Lawyers" in

i Christendom decide the matter for him. From
these two classes, therefore?the poet and train
guards?tho" army could be increased- 60,000
men.

There is another view of this subject. We
cannot see the propriety of increasing the army
very much, until we havethe means of clothing
and feeding the men better than we have been
doing it. If Gen. Lee', opinion were known to-
day,it wouldbe that he wouldrather fight Meade
with 25,000 well-clad well-fed soldiers, than

J50.000ragged, hungry, barefooted men. This
very day?and it is useless to disguise-the fact,
or shot oureyesto it?one-half ofourmenin the

\u25a0field are ill-clad and shoeless, and en half-ra-
tions. How much betterwill it bewhen the ar-
my ia doubled and the productive forceof the
country lessened to that extent? It is not as

' difficultof demonstration as a problem m Eu-
clid.

1 ne>
Congress? tbeCrises.

The difficulty heretoforehas been thatCon-
gress did not do enough?the difficulty now is
that it will do too much. It is well enough to
put a stop to substitution, but we cannot bring
ourselves to believe that it is right to put the
?principal and substitute both in, in all cases.-?
While it is notright to have privileged classes,

' there should be some descretion somewhere with

' regard to the conscriptionofcertain classes. We
know of many extensive producer, who have
substitutes in the army. The question is, whe-
ther these would not do infinitely moregood out
of the army than in it. The amy must be
clothed and fed, and somebody must clothe and
feed them. If the large producers do not do
it, who will? Tf they beput in the .rmy,it will. be'undone. This is a serious matter, and no

jman can-contemplate it withoutfeeling its im-
portance Tke privilege of substitution has
been somuch abused, aad so many men have
made fortunes by speculation and extortion
whiteethers wereexemplifying their patriotism
for dollarsand cents, the thing has become ex-
ceedingly odious. We contend that the man
who has escaped one bloody battle by having a
substitate 'has received a considerationfor his
money, as has'also .the man who has amassed by
speculation an ameunt'over and abeve a legiti-

i mate profit equal to what he paid for a substi-
tute. All such should be pnt in the army,bat
there should, we repeat, be seme- discretion
somewhere, ta relievo from conscription largo
predracers, as The army aad the people cannot
be otherwise sustained.

We have at this momentan instance in our
mind by -which ?»c -can illustrate. There i. a
gentleman of our acquaintancewho raiVes from
10 to 20,000 busbel. of corn per annum, and

? wheat, oats, hay, potatoes, Ac, in proportion.
Besides he has a niill, a blacksmith shop, a
tannery, &3. Tins gentleman ba. a substitute,
and hence he keeps hi. extensive operation, go-
ing. Put him in tbe army, and all these stop.
The question is, would he be more useful where
he is or in the army? Itdon't admit of argu-
ment. There tatmany exactly such eases as
this all over the country. Individual cases can-
not well be provided for in a general law, but
Enrolling or Censcript Officers, it seems to us,

i should have the powerof exempting all -such,
\u25a0 either from their own knowledge, or reliable

evidenceef the fact. <
..»

Tw«i New Papers.
Since our last issue, we find among our ex-

changes two new papers?the one the "Bristol
Gazette," and the other"the "Religious Sentinel*
and Soldier's Friend." The former is publish-
ed at Bristol, Term., by Messrs. Dickey & Co-
rn-ann, and the latter at Marion, Va., by the
Rev. Messrs. Tailey & Neal. They areboth a
size or two smaller thanour ordinary size, and
are published at $8 per annum or $5 for six
months in advance. < \u25a0 ? \u25a0

From the specimens before us, they both pro-
mise well. The editorials are well written, and
the selections are ia excellent taste. We wish
them a long and happy career,but have but lit-
tlebepothat they will be profitable to the pro-
prietors ia a pecuniary sense. Printers can
labor as hard and live upon as little as any
other class, but they can no more make both
end. meet at presentrates, than they could scull
a copper kettle np theFall, of Niagara with a
crow-bar. They now charge onlyfour prices
for what; they sell, and give twenty prices for
what they .buy. How long will they be able to
keep th. machine going at these lick.? Time
will answer. ». \u25a0 «»» 1?

fGp- The Richmond paper, state that Mr.
Seddon intending to resign, Gen. Bragg is to bo
appointed SecretaryofWar.

\u25a0 < » » i?| ,
New Tear's Dinner.

OnNew Year's day*, the ladies of this place
prepareda sumptuous dinner at the Hospital,
which was gratefully enjoyed by the patients.

I®, The Northern papers 6ay that tlie
steamers Olympas and Armanda, of N. York,

iwere captured aad burped by the Alabama,
on the 16th of November, off Java Head.

' Lee County-
We learn from a gentleman ofreliability from

Lee, that Gens. Jones and Giltnerhad aforce of
Yankees ia aa ugly fix in that oounty a few
days ago. The impression was that they had*
the Yankees between them, but we have heard
nothing since.

Since the above was sot up, we learn from a
gentleman jast from Bristol, that Gen. Jones,
assisted by a portion of Col. Slemp's command,
succeeded in capturing 451* Yankees out of a-
bout 600, one mile below Jonesville, together
with three pieces of artillery, and all their hor-
ses, mule, and wagons.

Gen. Jones' loss was as follows:
Killed?Lt. Samuels, Private. Leonidas Love,

Henry Bumgardner, and Charles Morris, of the
Bth Va. cavalry, and Wm. -Shoemaker, ef the
16th Va. Battalion. Twelve wounded.
I?ai ?a * »,

No Exemptions.
Congress, it seems, has knocked the Exemp-

tion Bill sky-high. None are exempt but offi-
cers ofthe Confederateand State Governments,,
except by specialfavorofthe Presidentor Sec-
retary of War. Preacher., Sectors, Teachers,
Printers and all, fall into a common pile, aad
have to go to the army unless excused by ens
of the functionaries above named. )

.i> \u25a0» »
l@a- The following promotionshave lately

taken place in tbe 48th Va. Regiment:
Capt.Faris, to be Major.
Se*rgt. Jo.A. Smith, of"Co. A, IstLieut.

" W. W. Fraiier,of Co. E, 2d '"
" Jno. Moore, ofCo. C, . " w .

;«? C. D. Hall, of " G, let "
Col. Dungsrn writes us that tberegiment is

completely and comfortably boased for the
winter. The troops are in excellent health
and spirits. Not a sick man in theregiment.
All well-clad, but a riumber without shoes.
We*trust the Colonel's appeal for leatherand
toolswill be liberallyresponded to. <?\u25a0 1 » \u2666 *TKSW Mr. JohnD. Alderson, Postmaster at
Fine Spring, Russell county, having gone in-
to the service, baa res gned bis position a.
P. M. The office, therefore, we presume,will
be discontinued. Letters and papers design-
ed for that neighborhoodshould be directed'
to Hansonville.. % » c

ttgt, The Senate hasconfirmedthe nomina-
tion of the Hon. *Geo. Davis, of N. C, as At-
torneygeneral of the ConfederateStates.

.» «,-»
B®- The railroadfrom Chattanooga west-

ward for 100miles, is said to have been de-
stroyed by recent freshets. ,

?.?» \u25a0» \u25a0% 1?-

For tbeVirginian.
Headquarters Joxr.s' BaiOAna, \Camp nearRogersville, Dec. 2bth, 1863./

Messrs. Editors .---Believing that your nume-
rous readers would feel some interest in the
operation, of this portion of the army, and as
no one has given you anrecount of tbe same, I
have concluded te giveyon a short sketchof our
movements for thelast few weeks.

The Brigade left the vicinity of Carter's De-
pot, Nov. 21ft, in aheavy'rain, which wet eve-
!ry body completely. The command.camped that
night at Spnrgeon's Mill, from thence proceed-
ed to Hawkins county, going up Horse Creek,
on the south side of Bay's Mountain and down
Beech Creek, crossing Hoisten river at 'Chis-
holm's, Ford, thence by Rogersville, and cross-
ing Holston again at Cobb's or Island ford,
thence through Russellville,Morristown, Mossy
Creek and StrawberryPlains, crossing Hotston
again below the Plains, thence oa tonear Knox-
vitle, where Gen. Burnside wasclosely, besieged
by Gen? Longstreet and tho different cavalry
commands. We arrived en Saturday, the 4thof
Dec, Che evening previous to the attack made
by Gen. Longstreet on CoHege Hilt, of which
your readers aye fully informed. On Monday
night the Brigade moved in the direction "of
Majwiardsville, Tuesday morning met the ene-
my and skirmished with him most ef the day,
and on Wednesday we drove the enemy from
two or three m*los south ofClinch river, entire-
ly north of theriver. In thelast engagement,
the Bth and the 21st V.. regiments only Were
in the action, and part'of the time were under
an exeossively heavy fire.

We returned again to KnoxviFle, and when
the seige wasraised, we went to Powder Spring
Gap in Clinch Mountain, at'whichplacewe were
attacked, and drove back the enemy, holding
the Gap until Teesday morninj of the Bth Dec
We then wentte Merristown by thowayof-Bean's
Station, and on the evening of the 10th Dec,
th. enemy, supposed te be six regiments strong,
advanced by the. Rutledge road. Preparation.
were made to meet them by placing the 21st re-
giment, commanded by Lieut. <}01. D. Kdmond-
son, the 36th Battalion and two eompaniea of
the Bth Va., commanded by Capt. Morgan, on
the left of the road. A section of Lowry's Bat-
tery, supportedby theremaining companies of
the Bth, commandedby Lieut. Col. Cook, and
the37th Battalion, commandedby Maj. Clai-
borne, on the right. The attack was made en-
tirely on ourleft, which was gallantlydefended,
under a heavy fire of musketry andartillery for
some two hours, until the enemy inheavy force
had gained our left flank, causing our men to
fall back to the town. Our foroes .n the ex-
treme left suffered eeverely, especially the com-
panies of the Bth, having fought until nearly
surrounded, before they gave way. Several of
the enemygot their apportionment of land, {6
foot by *,) at that-place. The different com-
mands were again formed and moved towards
tho field, when it wasfound that tho enemy had
retreated some two mile., weretired to Russell-
ville that night, and en the night of tha 13th,
re-crossed tho Holston at the Island Ford, and
the next day while Gen. Longstreet advanced
from near this point on theKuoxville road, our
whole cavalry force crossed Clinch Mountain at
Flat Gap, opposite Moresburg, and proceeded
down Clinch Valley to the Kentucky road at
Thorn Hill, where we captured a wagon train,
lo.ided principally with sugarand coffee. In ad-
vance ofthe wa.srons wasa picket some 90strong,
which fired into tho advance guard, and the

.jIIj _,_._ . _^,_..'J! _JL.I'J!

front of the 21st regiment, when the 2ist and,
34th Battalion moved forward most gallantly,
capturing ?3 prisoners and between 30 and 40
wagons. The other commands were marching
in the rear that day, and did not get into the
action until after the 21st and 34th had occu-
pied and held the field. A regiment of Yankee.
who held th. Gap in the mountain, skedaddled
by a mountain path, leaving all their baggage
behind, where some ef Gen. Longstreet's men
supplied themselves with blankets, overcoats,
camp equipage, etc., most bonetifnlly.

From the time the forces left CarterDepot,
Gen. Wm. E. Jones commanded the Division,
and Col. Wm. B. Peters commanded the Bri-
gade, to the entire satisfactionof the officers
aud men in their respective commands. ? -

In all these movements we have been separa-
ted from our cooking vessels, having to make
up our bread on oil-cloths, and bakeit en sticks
and rocks; also moving a greatpart of tbe way
in the night, and upon the whole, it doe. not
often fall to the lot of a soldierto undergo gre»-
ter hardships and privations than we have on-
dnred sine, we left Elizabethton. We sro new
a few miles below Rogersville, all of us thinking
it time to go into winter quarters. M.

?_; 4 o* ?? '??? ?
For the Virginian.
Ran Sulphur Srnrxcs, Va\, >

Dee. 26, 1861. /
Messrs. Editors:?Will yon be so kind .. to

give publication to a short letter through the
columns ofyour wide-spread journal, in order
that a more explicit statement niay be made of
thepart I took in combatting the late Yankee
raiders. I would not trouble yourreaderswith
acommunication, but from the fact that I have .
seen an article on the subject in-the "Lynch-
burg Republican," in which tho writer makes
mention of my name in a very complimentary
manner.

The enemy made their appearance ia this sec-
tion on the morning of the 15thnit., en route for
Salem. As soonasapprisedof their appearance,
I mountedmy horse, bouj-owed a rifle and went
ia pursuit. Riding up The road a mile, I dis-
mounted, tied my horse and concealed mysvlf
in the wood* near tbegturupike. The enemy*.
column by this time.wasconsiderably scattered;
I watched my chance, and oa one of the "blue
jackets" approaching iv twenty yards of me, I
leveled my rifle, and at its crack, the fellowreeled andfell.
I continued "bushwhacking" them until Ifired sevenshots,killing four and woundingtwo.

My horse was captured aboutnoon, but 1 suc-
ceeded in capturing two, which amply repaid \u25a0\u25a0me. At night I took six citizens with me aadcrawled up witbjn ten steps of theirpickets, and
on being halted,fired, and orderedmy littlepar-
ty to charge, but, they being civilians, charged
the wrongtcay, and "double quicked" in the op-
posite direction. Next morning about9o'clock,
on tb. returnof the enemy, I headed a partyand charged the "'rear guard" of the column,
while they were engaged in burning one of their
broken down wagon? We fired upon them,
and putting spnr. to their horses, they weresoon out ofsight. Thib little surprise soalarm-:ed tbe scoundrels, that they immediately report-
ed it te their commander, and on followingthem
eight miles, we found the road "blockaded"by
trees, arid their regiment, drawnup in 'lint,of
battle."

And here I will end my short letter, statingthnt the enemy on account ofswolen creeks andsevereweather,found Salem a roughroad to tra-
vel.

T expect to .tart for the Eastern army seen,
and wrill attach myself to Gen. Stuart's com-
mand. Wishing yen and your readers a plea-
sant New Year, 1 am, sirs.

Very respeotfolly yours,
R. B. FosTsa.

;?i ?e m * ?

For the Virginian.
Hd. <Qas. 48th Va. Ikfaxtxt, 1

January 2d, 1804. j
SergH John A. Norvell, Cb. B, of this regi-

ment, is detailed to bring op material aad tools
for shoe-making purposes. It is proposed to es-
tablish a shop, and all the member, of theregi-
ment whofurnish their own leather, can have.hoes or boot, made free of charge. It i. teacheapest and best,'as well as th. surestmode of
obtaining shoes. Tbe chief difficulty, no doubt,
willbe found in getting tho leather. It is ear-
nestly requested, therefore, that every friead at
home who desires to aid o soldier of thisregi-
ment, will send him a pattern of shoe or boot
leather. Such a present might save the life ofa soldierfriead, and add comfort to hi. situa-
tion.
I send . requisition approvedby Brig. Gen'l

J. M. Jones, to Capt. Jas. Fields, of Abingdon.
Any Government Agent or Q. M. who could fill
tho requisition. Would confer a great favor Uponthe troops of this re/dment by so doing. Any
one willing to aid us under this call, will pleasedeliver their material at Estillville, Scott co., bythe 15th inst.; or at Hansonville, Russell «0., by
the 16th inst.; or at Mr. Carnahan's, Abingdon,
by the 17th inst.; or at Mr. R. S. Bonhsm's!near Seven Mile Ford, Smyth co., by the 18th
inst. All articles delivered at th.se places byor before the dates named, will be takeacharge
ef by Serg't Norvell, and brought to th. reg'tR. H. DUNCAMv CoL

?-?« \u25a0\u2666» » .
Tbe Currency Bill. ,

The bill of the "Currency Committee* waa,
on Thursday, readbefore the House of Repre-sentatives ia secret session. Wo «_ierstsnd
from the Examiner that the billrelies upon tax.ation, and notupon funding, for the reduction
ef tho present currency, lt ia .aid it proposesto levy a tax of four per cent upon the areata!
valuation of property, a very heavy discountbeing offered as an inducement to tax payer.
to pay in their taxes within a short givenperiod,
? Lynchburg Virginian.

'\u25a0 \u2666 \u2666 »
murdered.

Thelittledwarfof Wythe county, W_u Wel-
ters, who was only 8 feet 2inch., high aad 40
years .Id, was murdered, ia that county, a »wdays since, by a man named Roberts. Tieywere retarning from a Still house together, aadRobert, ascertaining that his vi.tim had aeea-
siderable amount of money in hi. joansaalma,murdered androbbed him. The murderer baaact been arrested, though it is thought thathecannot long elude thograsp of tbe offwm, wfc>are on his trail.

For Hire \ '^THE undersigned desire, to hire, far th.pre-
sent year, a likely negro man. Call .ad!

cc. him at'Squire Mallicote's.
Jan. 8,1861?2t _. J. M*CTJiLOCH.
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