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BY COALE & BARR.

Friday, Jan. 8,164,

Increase of the Army.
Since the - war began, we have deemed it our
daty, for the success of the cause, to utter no
word of eensure against our authorities in either
the cabinet or the fidld.. We thought we could
lppneuu the dlﬁcuims that surrounded them,
sod the extraordinary respounsibilities that rest-
od spon them.  As our law-givers and Generals
are but human, and as lieble to human' fenilties
8 others, instéad of censuring their inevitsble
Munders when they have committed them, we
have -tried to make allowances fer-them, and
whed we could ‘mot commend have remained si-
lent. Ttis our purpose to .pursue the same
poliay still, for the sake of harmony and unani-
mity of action, but'when measures of grea: and
vital public policy nre-on the:tapis, tending to
the weal or wes of ‘the nation, duty to ourselves
sid our ¢ountry, demands that we should lp‘euk
out and to the point. ;One of the measures now
before Congress is of this character. We allude
.to-the consoription of all persons able te bears
arms, between the ages of 16 and 55. . As’ Presi-
dont Davis taid it the-beginning of thre-struggle
8o we say now, the enlistment.of ‘youths under |
18 years of age—jyouths who ought to 'be. under
the influence of their ‘mothers or at schools—is
«grinding seed ‘corn.” - Aside from the moral
effects, theére are ‘insuperable ovjections to'the
policy. The boy of 15 or. 16 has formed no per-
ananent habit, and his mind is as plactic and im-
pressible as & !!ump of clay in the hands of the,
potter, ready for any impression that stirround-
ing circumstances may make upon it. No one,

- 'we presume, will pretend ‘to argue, that thein-

fluences of the camp tend to mordlity. On the
contrary, oll will agree, that the influences of,
camp-life all tend to immorality. - Even the best
men—men of high moral and intellectual train-
ing—without singular care and *irmness of pur-’
pose, imperceptibly and gradually become vitiat- |
‘ed 10 & greater or less extent. Net only so, but

it is & common ren;ark among soldiers;that many :

of the Chaplains ia-the army lose -the mest . of
stheirreligion thie first campaign. - If men'of dis-
-cretion; thierefore, and even Mnusters of the.
'Golpel are witiated by camp life, what ma; be
expected of boys of 15 or 1G years 'of age?
When the #var ic over;a: rabble more terrible
than the ‘war itsclf would be thrown upon the
'sountry, and in aggression wonld be waged that
«could mot' be allayed by oomprmlsu, negotia-
tions or ibterventions.’

As many and as potent arguments can ’be ad-
wdused against the emlistment of old men.—
SHome men must be left at hom, and what more

_wyitableclass | sthan med of yearsand of presup-.
posed discretion? Were they even able to en-
dure the exposurs of thefield mmd the fatigue of
the march, they - could render; far more service
st home, by the direction of domestic affairs,
and the premotion of stich mensures as are ab- |
solutely necegsary to the sustengnce of the ar-
mies in the field. -But 4n old man cannet stand
camp life. Seven men out of ten over 45, if
not in larger proportion, would give way under
the fatigue and expeosure, and become a burthen
upon the Government.

And now, te sam up the matter, what are the
reasons given for this almost universai enlist-
ment, recommended by the authorities and about
tobe adopted by Congress? , To imerease the
army ‘Wedon't protend to boe very far-seeing,
nor do we know much more about the manage- |
-ment of armvies than a very intelligent horse,
but we do thiak we hav® common sense enough
to ses that ﬂug thing is fraught with far more
evil than good. I, with all the discipline that
has been enfmed. amd all the energy:and indus-
try of ihe Presideat, the War Department, the
Commandants in the field and an Earolling and
Conecript ‘Officer at every cross rdads in the
Gonfedom;, less than dne-half the enlisted nien

are’ kopt i utnal pervice, how much Dbetter |

would'it be if every ol man and boy in'the land
were mscrtpted % If the smaller number can-
not be controlled and Kept in place, how utterly
futile to attempt to control the larger.

‘But meither of the rensens we - have given, is
the main ground,of our' objection to the enlist-
ment of old men and boys. If it be Becessary
to incresse the army—and wé helieve it isto o
ressounble extent--the increase shiould'be drum
from other sources: There is mrcely a rail-
road lhhon or a cross roads, or blpcksmath
shop, or. doggory, between the Bay of  Mobile
and-the 1Chesapeake, that has uot’its "Provost
‘Maftisl ‘énd’ Povost Martial's ‘Guard. * These
guards range inpumber from 10 to 20, and £dme-
timee, 88 high as 50 {0100 men, These are near-
ly-all surperfinous.; Nine out of ten. of them
could be -very well epared, and thus the army
might be increased to ‘the exbont ofa domn or
wmore full ngmcntl.

Anothﬁ- division of sblo—b.died soldun.could
be mxued from railrosd traine. Who of mo has
entered & car without being confronted by a
burley ﬁvo-ﬁm fellow with the demand #let
me ses your | rt " And what good do thay
do—how ' many’ 8piss hno they detected? 1f
they bave been of any ‘benefit we have never

_heard of iit,’ hnd if they have ever detected: a-
#py it has' mever come  to ﬂmknowlekg. of the
world ontside of the cars.  The thing is sim-

Piy & nuisance, ought to be abolished, and that 1

. large pumber of men pat where theu- military

' detectlvc on any ¢ar in any train on any rail-
‘| rond in the Confederocy, that-can tell whethera
‘| passport is genuine-or bogas when he- sees it—

| ourselves to believe that it is right to putthe

= e —

knowledge and  prowess ight benefit the coun-
try. The passportsystem, ¢emake the best of
'\t; is an unmixed bunibug. They are signed by
thousands of different: men, and - there is not a

nor coukl all tue “Philadelpbia Lawyers” in
Christendom ‘docide the matter for him, From
these two classes, therefore~—the post and train
guards-~the army could ‘be inorenseg 50,000
men.

There, is nother view of this subject. We
cannot see the propriety of increasing the army
very much, until we have the means of olothing
and feeding the men better than we have been
doing it. If Gen. Lee's opinion were known to-
day, it would be that he would ratherfight Meade
with 26,000 well-clad well-fod soldiers, than
.50,000 ragged, hungry, barefooted men. “This
very day—and it is useless to disguise-the fact,
or shut our eyes to it—one-half of eur men in the
#ield are ill-clad and shoeless, and on- hslf-ra-
tions.. Mow much bettar will it be when the ar-
my in doubled and the productive force of the
country lessened to that extent? Ttis motas
difficult'of demonstration as s problem im Eu-
clid.

Congress—the Crises.

The difficulty beretofore hias ‘been that'Con-
gress did not do  emough—the difficulty’ now is
that it will do too much. It is well enougl 't
put a stop te substitution, but we eannot bring

‘principal and substitute boéth in, in all eases,—
While it is:mot right to have ‘privileged classes,
there should be some descretion somewhere with |
regard to the 'oonnerip\tipn' of certain classes. We
know of many extensive producers who have
stibstitutes in the army. - The question is, whe-
ther these would not do infinifely more good out
of the army than in'it. -The army must be
clothed and fed, and somebody must clothe and
feed them. If the large prodacers do not do’
it, who will? ' If they he put in the army, it will
be undone. . ‘This is a serious ‘mstter, and no |
man can-contemplate. it without feeling its im-
portanco. . The privilege of substitution has
been so much abused, and: 80 many. men have
made fortanes by speculation. and- extortien
white-others were exemplifying their pltnotum
for dollars and cents, the thing has Become ‘ex-
ceedingly odious. ‘We contend that the‘man
whe‘hus escaped one bloody bastle by haviog a
substitate hes received a censideration for his
money, 43 has'aiso.the man who has amassed by
speculation an amount‘over and above a legiti-

tute. Allsuch should‘be'put ia the army, but
there should, we repest, be ‘seme: discretion
somewbere, te religre fram conseription large
produocers, 2s flie'scmry sad the people camnqt
be otherwise sustained.

We kave at tlns moment an instance in our
mind by 'zhwhm cen iltustrate. There is a
gentioman of our aoquuintance who raes from
10 to 20,000 bushels of corn per snnum, and
wheut, oats, hay, potstoes, &e., in proportion.
Besides he s s miill, & blacksmith shop, &
tannery, &c. Tiis gentleman has a substitute,
and hence'he keeps hie extensive operationy go-
ing. Put¥im in the etmy, and all'these stop.
The question is, would he'be more useful where
‘he is or in’ the srmy? It don’t ‘admit of ugu
ment. : Thers mre many exactly such sases as
this all over the country. ‘Individual cases-ean-'
not well be ‘provided for in a general law, but
Earolling or Censcript Officers, it seems to us,
should have the power 4f exempting all ‘such,
{ either ‘from their own knowledge, or relisble
evidenoe ¢f the hcg. .

Twe New Papers.

Since our last issue, we find aineng our ex-
changes two new pspers—the one.the “Bristol
Gazette,” snd the other the “Religious Sentinel"
and Seldier's Friend.”* The former is publish-
od at’ Bristol, Tenn., by Messrs. Dickey & Co-
mann, and the Tatter at Marion, 'Va., by the
Rev. Messrs. Talley & Neal. 'They are both a
size or twe smaller than ear ordimary’ size, and
are. pablished’ “at $8 per unmncr 85 for six
months in advance.’

From the specimm before us, they both pro-
mise well. ' The 0dlt0rll1l are well.written, and
the selections are in excellent taste. Wa wish
them a long and happy career, but have but lit-
tle hepo that they will be profitable to‘the pra-
prietors im & pecudiary sense. Printers can |
labor' as hard sud live upon as little as sny
other class, but. they can mo more make both
‘ends meet at present rates, than they could scull
‘a.copper ' kettle up the Falls of Niagara with a
crow-batr. - They now ehnm only four prices
for _what, they sell, and glvc twenty prices for
what they buy. How long will they Be able to
keep the machine geing M thm lxchz Tins
vnn answer. . ‘

lﬂ' The fnuhnond mcu state th.t Mr.
Seddon intending to resign, Gen. Bnggutgh
-ppomted Becretary, of War.

New Year’: Dinner.
On New Year's day, the ladies of this place:
preparfd a sumptuous dinner at th Hqspml,
vlnch was gnteful!y enjoyed by .the pltxents

et

la, The Notthom papers say that the
steamers Olympas and Armanda, of N. York,
were eaptured apd burged by the Alabama,

‘Watrust the Colonel’s appeal for Jeather amd

mate profit equal ‘to what'he paid for a substi- |-

.| operations of this portion of the army, and ‘as

;| Mapnardsville, Tnesday .morning met the ene-

.| iinder 'a heavy fire of musketry and artillery for

‘| Flat Gap, opposite Moresburg, and proceeded

on the 16th of ‘\'ovembcr, oﬂ' Java H‘nd

Lee County- W v

. Welearn from & gentleman of rohab\hty from
Lee, that Gens. Jomesand Giltner had a force of|
Yankees inm an'ugly fix in- that county a few.
days ago. The impression was that they hade
the Yankees between them, but we have heard
mothing since.

Since the above was set up, we leara from a
gentleman just from Bristol, thatGen. Jones,
assisted by a portion of Col. Slemp’s-command,
succceded in capturing 450 Yankees out of'a-
bout 600, one mile below Jonesville, together
with three pieces of ‘artillery, and all their hor-
ses, mules and wagons. - :
~Gen. Jones’ loss was as follows:

Killed—Lt. Samuels, Privates Leonidas Love,
Henry Bumgardner, and Charles Morris, of the
8th Va. cavalry, and Wm. Shoemaker, ‘of the
36th Va. Battalion. Twelve wounded.

‘No Exemptions.

Congress, it seems, has knocked the” Exemp-
tion Bill sky-bigh. Neme are exempt but offi-
cers of the Confederate and State Governments, |
except by special favor of the President or See-
retary of War. ‘Preachers, Dectors, Teachers,
Printers and all, fall into o common ‘pile,: and
have to go to the army ‘nnfiess ‘excased by ouy
of the functionaries above named.

‘28 The following promohons bave lately |
taken place in the 48th Va, Regiment:
Capt. Faris, to be Major.
Sergt. Jo. A. Smith, of Co. A, 1st Lieut.
* . W.W. Fragier, of Co. B, 24
“ Jpo. Moore, of Co, C, , “- %
% C.D.Hall, of * G,  1lst *
< 'Col. Dungan writes us that the regimentis
'completely d ‘eomfortably hoased - for the
winter. e troops are in excellent health
and spmtu Not'a sick man in‘ the regiment.
All well-clad, but & number without shoes. .

tools will be hberally responded to, L

" J8&8... Mr. John D. Alderson, Postmaster st
Pine Spring, Russell county, having'gone in-
to the service, has res gned his position as
P. M. The office, therefore, we presume, will
be disconfinued. Letters and papers design-
ed for that nelghborhood should. be dxrected‘
to Hansounville.

8H., The Senate hn.s eonﬁrmed the nomina-
tion of the Hon. ‘Geo. Davis, of N. C.; as At
torney General of the Confederate States.

* 8% The railroad from Chattanooga west-
‘ward for 100 miles, is said to ‘have been de-
stroved by recent froshets. ‘ ¥

For the Virginian.
HEeaDQUARTERS JoxES' BRIGADS,
Camp near Rogersville, 'Dec. 28th, 1863,

Mesers: Editors :~~Believing that your neme-
rous. readers would feel some interest.in the

no one has given you an #ocount of the same, 1
have concluded te ﬁ“. you.a shrert sketch of our |
movements for the last fow weeks, .

The Brigade left the vicinity of Carter’s De-
pot, Nov. 21gt, in & heavy rain, which wet eve-
ry body sompletely. The command camped that’
‘night at Spurgeen’s Mill, from thence proceed- |
ed to Hawkins county, gomg up Horse Creek,
on the gouth side of Bay’s Mountain and down
Beech Creek, crossing' Holsten river at Chis-
helm’s Ford, thence by Rogersville, and eress-
ing Holston again at Cobd’s or Island Ford,
‘thence through Russellville, Morristown, Mossy
Creek aud Strawberry Plains, cressing Holston
szain below the: Plains, thence oa to mear Knox-
vilte, where Gen. Burnside was closely . beueﬁd
by Gen? Longstreet-and the diffsrent cavalry
commands.  We arrived'en Saturday, the 4thof
Dec., the evening previous to: the attack made
by Qen. Longstreet on CoMege Hill, of which
your readers ave:fully informed. On. Monday
nightthe Brigade moved ia tke directidn of

my and skirmished with him wmost of the day,
and on Wednesday we. .drove the ewemy from
two or.three milds south of Clinch river, entire-
ly. north of the river, 1In the last emgagement,
the 8tl; and tke 21st Va. rzgimeab only ‘were
in-the action, and partof the time were vnder
an excessively heavy fire.

We retarned again to Kamoxvilie, and when
‘the seige was raised, we went to Powder Spring
Gap in Clinch Monnhm, at which place'we were
attacked, and drove back the enemy, holding
the Gap until Tuesday moruing of the 8th Dec.
We then went to Merristown by thewiy of Bean’s |
Statien, and on the evening -of. the 10th Deo.,
the enemy, supposed. to be six regiments lmmg
advanced by tlie . Rutledge road. - Preparations |
were made to meet them by placing the 21at re-
gimeat, commanded by Lieut. §ol. D.. Bdmond,

son, the 36tk Battalion and two.-eompanies of |

the 8th Va,, commanded by Capt. Morgan, on
the left of the road. - A section of Lowry’s Bat-

tery, sapported ﬁhe rouhbg comparfies of |

the 8th, comman Lieut. Col,, Ceok, and
the 37th Battalion, cumhdcd y ‘Maj. Clai-
‘borne; on the right. The sttack was made. en-
tirely on onrlel't, which was gallantly defeniqdy

some two hours, until the enemy in heavy force
had gaimed our left flank, ¢ausing our men to
fall back to the tewn. ~ Our forces en the ex-
treme left suffered severely, es
panies of the 8th, having longkt ‘until nnrly
surrounded, befom they gave way. “S8everal. of:
the enemy got théir apportionment of land, (0
feet by 8,) at that: place. ' 'The different com-

mands were again formed -and ‘moved towards
the field, when it-was found that the ememy had
retreated some two miles, we retired to. Ri

villethat night, afid on the night of the 18th,

re-crossed tho Holston 2t. the Island Ford, ‘sad |

the next day while . Gen.. Longstreet advanced |
from near this point on'the Knoxville road, our |
whole cavalry force crossed Clineh Mountain at.

down Clinch Valley 2o the Kentucky road at
Thorn Hill, where we chptm‘edd wagon trai
loaded pnnoipally with sagar an . Ina
vance of the wagors was a picket mme%tﬁ-ong,

{ near Seven Mile Ford; Smyth

Ty the com- | :

{ which fired into the advande guard. aad “the

front of the 21st tégunept, wh!n the 2ist and
34th Battalien moved forward most gallamtly, |

capturing 63 prisoners and between 30 and - 10
wagons. - The other eoﬁnands were marching
in the rear that day, and did wot get into the
action until gfter the 21st ‘and ‘34th had: occu-
pied-and held the Seld. ‘A regiment of Yankees
who held the Gap in the mountain, skedaddled
by a mountain path, ledving all their baggage
behind, where 'some of Gem. Longstmt s men
supplied theinselves “with blankets; ‘overcoats,
camp equipage, &c., most bountifully.

From the time thq forces ‘ Jeft- Carter Depot,
Gen. Wm. E. Jones commauded the Division,’
and Col, Wm. E. Peters commanded the Bri-
gade, to the eutire satisfaction of\ the oﬁurl
and men in their respective commands.

In all thése movements we yve been - upun
ted from our cooking vmeb, having - to make
up our bread on oil-cloths, and bake it on sticks
and rocks; also moving a great part of the way
in the night, ‘and. upon the whole, it-doés not
often. fall ‘to the lot of & soldier to, undergo

ter hndalups and privations than we haye en- . :

dured sincé we left Elizabethton. - We are new
a few miles below Rogersville, all of ud lhxlkh‘

“it time to 8o mto wumr qn:run

L 4

rortho Vmgiah‘ S ,',‘. s
Rep Snrnun Sraivcs, Vi, }

. - Dee. 26, 13‘8
‘Messrs. Editors :—Will, you Be 8o kind as te
give publication to.a short letm thxongh p}g.
oolumas-of your wide-spread
that & syore explicit, luumelt uqy bc n;dn of
‘| the part I took im: coub.mnt late Ynn}n
raiders. I -would not trouble your readers with
1 a communication, but from the fact thet I h’i‘
ymeh-

" aeen an-article on. the subject in-the *:L

4" in whish the writer makes
ein a ury oouphiunur:
masner.

The enemy made their ap in tiifue-
tion on the'morning of the 15th wit., enroule for -
Salem. As uonusppmd of their appearance,
I'meounted my horse, jowed wrifle and’ went
in ‘pursuit. _Ridiug up.The road a mile, I dis-
mounted, tied my horse and coucealed m!f

burg Repnblx
meation of my

in the woods aeat thefturnpike. - ’l'hoc r

column hy this time, was’ oondde

I watgbed my, ebinncd, and on one o the "hlu
juckets” approaching. in swenty. ya i(..e, 3
loveled my rifle, nd at ity cm‘k. Iollo-
rq}lul and fell. R !

contigued, * hwhckn\g" thi

fired seven shots, killing four and ‘}!p
My horse was captured about noon, ‘bat.

ceeded in capturing two, which tmp‘!y pnid

me. At wight T took six ititchs with. me and

crawled up within tew steps of their pickets; and

on being halted, fired, and orderedmy little par-

ty to charge, hut, duy being civilians, charged
the wrong way, sad “double quicked” in. the

| posite direction. Next morning about 9 o’oldek

on the returm of the enemy, 1 headed'a’ f'h’

and chmddu “rear. guArd” of the ecolumn. -

while they were engaged in burning one. of their
broken.. down wagons. . We'* ﬁre:l“ upon ihem,

"] and putting spurs to tlm; horees, they were

soon out of sight. Thi. little surprise so alaym -
ed the scoundrels, that they immediatel: nm
ed it te their r.ommqpier, and on fellew ng

eight miles, we found the Toad ‘blockaded” by -
trees, sud their ruxmcnu drawn up in ‘lingof

| battle.”

.And here I will nd my abollt letter, ofs
that the enemy om sccount of swolen cuﬁitli:i
:v‘.en vesdm-, found Snlcm @ rough; road fo tra-

T expeot to start for the Eastern srm
and m‘l’l”uttaeﬁ myself Ao
mand.  Wishing yeu and your hnden 'l plu-
sant New Year, T am, sirs, -
Very mpeotfuny yonu, <L
R. B.: ronn.

l‘ot the Yu'gunsn. ¢ ‘

* O, Qus. 48th Va, Inraxrary, {

. - January'2d, 1864. 4 .,

Serg’t Johm' A. Norvell, Co. B, of this regl-

ment, is detailed to bring u mt'rﬂ and tools

for nhwmukmg urposes, - It is propased to ess
tablish a shop, all the members of the

ment who furnish their own leather, can:have

shoes or boots- made free of rharge.. "1t .iv. the

chenpest and best;'ag well as the surest mode of

obtaining shoes. The chief difficulty, no.

will be found in getting the lutbpr. l&h onv :

nestly requested, therefore, that
home who desires to aid s soldier ﬁ this
ment, will send him & pattern of lh m
leather, (Such a present wmight save i Tife of
» soldier frieadl, and add comfort b his’ titus-
tion., .
I ,und [y roqnuihon appro
J. M. Jones, to Capt. Jup l’i:leidt,b!t Ab{'
Any Goyernment Agent of Q. M: whe could i
the requisition, would confer & gréat fivor
the truops of this’ regiment 50 dl?tg. Any
‘one willing to aid us under this aall, will p
deliver their material at Butillville, ﬂ«u ce., by
the 15th inst.; or at Hamsonville, RusseH ¢o.,-by
the 16th jnst.; or at Mr Carnaban’s, Abingden,
by the 17th inst.; or st Mr ILS.WU.
-» by the 18th
inst: All wrticles’ delivered - &Mm
or before th:’:latu ul‘od ‘Iill ‘!

nwl,nd:mum
otlhepruunnrruey. lu said it _prepes
qlwy;uxdfmmen&’dg& the prosen:

valuation of proy , . & Yery heavy di
being offered as lacement to ...'t,l,t&
oir taxep withins shast given

liﬁnr«l

1‘1;0 Jittle dwarf of Wythe ¢
ek L

“"3‘1?-‘%3"" u-muw.,

to Gen. an-n com. -~




