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Outrageous -Legislation.
Our susceptibility ofamazenient was paralyzed

by overaction some time ago. We feel a slight
swellof it oncemore at the stupendousperform-
ance of our General-Assembly under the soft
name of impressment?no longer soft?in au- 1
thorizing the stealing, pro bonopublico, by the i
cargo, ofprivate property andprivate rights, to i
make public salt with. We will not trifle with 'small casuisty so much as to question the equity
and propriety ofrobbing Peter to pay Paul; for i
the ease before us rises grandly above that?
They who "do evil that good may come," have
at least a pretence, however indecent, for their
iniquity; but in the present busihess, the whole
is evil,from the first to the last, from the root
to the fruit. If any body dreams thatthe State
agency has cheapened or cancheapen the price
of salt to consumers, the any body is asleep.?
Enlarged production and diminished consump-
tion have operated, by economical laws as fixed
as the laws ofthe Medes andPersians, toreduce
the price. Theproductive capacityef the works
has been Increased, since the war began, more
than twelve hundred per cent; and by private
enterprisealone. For the State agency, so far
from adding a siagle kettle to the evaporating
furnaces, has madea large proportionof its own
leased kettles lie cold for months, aud by the

blight of its power, has sorelyparalysed outside

productions. We say what we know. The
plan of supplying consumers directly from the
works with cheap salt, was proposed and iuau-
guratedby the proprietors, Stuart, Buchanan &

Co., who, in connectionwithCharles Scott & Co.
have ever sought to carry it out. They have
furnished the Confederate army with half a

million of bushels, at prices varying with the
cost ofproduction from 50 cts. to $2.50 a bush-
el. They furnished the county courts of Vir-
ginia about four hundredthousandbushels at $1
abnshel, when the speculativeprice was $10 ?

They have furnished a large quantity to the
State at prices not exceeding $2 a bushel. A
year ago Charles Scott & Co. offeredto give bond
and B«curity to furnish the State seven-hundred
thousand bushels within a year at $2.33 a bush-
el, iacluding sacks. The State agency has-suc-
ceeded in furnishing about half that quantity,
at a price and upon conditions that the people
understand. Surely the, price of s"s^&8 not
been cheapenedby the agency. J_t is indeed a
simple and intelligible fact, that individual en-
terprise,securein its possessions and privileges
is not only the cheapestagentof production,but
also operates with the least detriment te others'
rights. Any monoply is in danger ofbecoming
justly odious; a governmentmonoply the most
odious of all. The State agency can not supply
our peoplewith salt as cheaply as it has been
offered and guaranteed upon private manufac-
ture, only by depradating upon private proper-
ty by the strong arm of irresponsible power.?
The individcul has to go into the market for
wood, hay, provisions,'transportation, Ac; the
agency may impress them! The cuckoo squats
upon the nest that the industry, and skill of the
smallerbirds have built,and moreoverimpresses
their services for the processes of incubation
andrearing the products; but the cuckoo is
thereby accountedby the popular, poetic sense
of justice,a very had bird. We all know what
"just compensation" has come to mean. It

*means about what the young cuckoo, in the
sparrow'snest, does to the young sparrows, as
soon as he gets strong enough topitch them out.

Now we have noconcern with S., B. & Co., or
with C. S. & Co. They are to us as all other
men. We say the same of Col. Clarksoa, the
State superintendent. But as to the matter of
this State salt making, how is itthat members of
the Legislature from a distance did not defer to
the personalknowledge andinformedjudgement
of those living hereabouts ? How is it that the
Stateundertakes to make 6alt for the Confeder-
acy, impressing even the contract of Scott & Co?
How is it that the State seizes furnaces te the
capacity of a million aud a half of bushels, per
annum, when the State and the Confederatear-
my together, require less than a million of
bushels? What is to be done with the" halfmil-
lionbushels surplus ? Who is to be hurt in the
operationof this great impressing machine ??
Who is to be benefitted by it ? Why, in the
nameof our Bill of Rights, of the Constitution,
of common sense, and of common honesty, was
it constructed? In the upheaval and perver-
sion of sentiments incident to a state of war,
has Justicebeen dethroned from her high seat
iv the legislative heart ? Whenourpeople com-
prehendfully what has been done, they will be
startled at its enormity, enormity without ex-
cuse! We shall havemore to say about it, with
an emphasis.

\ ~~f-fgr The vote upon thaBill impressing the
property ef Stuart, Buchanan & Co., at Salt,
ville, was in the Senate?Ayes 27, Noes 13.

In the Hou-s of Delegates?Ayes 87, Noes
38. All tbe Southwestern members, except
Witten, of Tazewell, voting against the bill.
We may at a.rue future time ventilate this
Tote.

We have not seen thebill, but understand
Chat jls im| .\u25a0.-t.'mg features are of the nio.t

stringent character- not permitting any le-
galredress to psfrties agrieved. It is truly a
bill of abominations. Ifsuch mcroachments'arelegalizedby thesolemn sanctions of Legis-
lative enactment, can it be expected that in-

dividuals will be careful,of the rights ofpro-
perty, Bhould they imagine theirwants, de-
mand an appropriation to their neighbor's
property to their use.

Raid upon the Stores.
Last Saturday, some eight or ten'womenfrom

theriver hills.north ef thisplace, came toAbing-
don with the avowed intention, as we under-
stand, oipressing spun cottonand domestics.?
They arereported to have been armed with pis-
tols and knives. They went to one er two
stores,but made novery determineddemonstra-
tions. We understoodthey pressed 3 bunihts
ofcotton from one merchant, but upon enquiry
we found that theyrepresented their condition
was of such extreme poverty as to excite the
kindest sympathies ef that gentleman and he
gave them the Cotton. So much for that raid.

The report having gotten te thecountry that
the raid above alluded to was successful, a par-
ty of womenfrom the South side of the county*
came in Monday, aud went into one of the

Stores of the place, and pressed two bolts of
Domestic, and left for home. An officer was
soon after them?arrested them, recovered the
goods and brought the parties before a Magis-
trate. Upon a hearing of the case tha parties
wererequired to give bail for their appearance,
and there the matter now rests. We refer to
tha subject fer the purpose of offering a word
of advice to the poor, which we trust will be re-
ceived in the same spirit of kindness, that we
know it is given. That there is much wantaud
seffering now existing in many families we do
not q*__stion, but, we submitit to thegood sense
of the poor sufferer, is it not better to suffer
still more, if it be the will of God, than to be
subjected to the goadings of conscience because
of wrong-doing. It is notright because you are
poor, and destitute, that you should apprepri-
jate the property of another in an improper
manner. If want you must, yea if periih you
must, it is much better to want, and perish,
with a good conscience, thanto satisfyyourwants
in an improper manner.

If the committee, of the County Court can
not, and will not, supply your wants, then ap-
peal to those who are ahle to aid you, and none

of you will be repulsed. Such conduct as that
referred to above is highly reprehensible, and
Bhould by all means be arrested, and, if the
strong arm of the-law is necessary, let the law

*beenforced. We hope that we shall hear no
of woman assuming the vices and preroga-

tives of "the lords, of creation"?who claim
that they have theright to appropriatewhatever
may fall hi their way._

\u25a0 __.
Outrageous Conduct.

We understand that manyof the men going
home on furlough, of the Bth Va., Cavalry, and
Col. Witcheri Battalion, were guilty oftbe most
outrageous conduct, as they passed through
Russell, a few days ago. A party of Colonel
Witchers men, we are informed took the only
work horseof Mr. Lewis Horton of Russell,
who has thirteen sons in the Confederatearmy.
Some'of the outrages of these men arereferred
to by a correspondent, whose letter appears ia
another column. So great is the fear ofcitizens
of them that tbey dared not pursue them to en-
deavor to recover their property.

These men when sober are uaually respectful
and kind, but when maddenedby liquor,disre-
gard all the decencies and proprieties of life
and society; and, yet there are men, who will
make and sell them liquor; who, if they knew. that their neighbor was tobe robbed, aud his. wifeandchildrem inhumanly maltreated, would
still make' and sell liquor to the soldiers and

> officers.?" _?_?: ?

Ravages of the Small Fox in
Russell county.

1 Maj. Fletcher of New Garden, five of his
i family, and six negroes, have died of the

Small Pox within the last two weeks.
? 'JacobOwens, near Dickensonville, died of- same diseaseon the 28th Feb., and we under-
\u25a0 stand twelveof his family now have it.

The disease seems to be spreading in that
county. . .

There are several cases in this county.?
J Vaccination is the only means to prevent it-

spreading.> » - ??*?_

HeavyLosses.. A short time since Col. Wm. C. Parks, ol- Grayson county, was robbed of upwards ol, $5000, in money. On sunday night the 6th,
t inst., his barn was fired by some fisnd and- totally destroyed, with a large amount ol
c Forage, Grain, Flax, Wagon, farming Uten-
sils, Ac,?Loss near $10,000.
2 * _-__. ?

_£§_. For the information ef the public, we
publish thisweek the ''ImpressmentBill,"which

l will be found upon tho first page; also the adver-
tisementofthe Southern ExpressCompany in re-
gard to the transportationof packages for sol
diers.

S We publish both without compensation.
I. $fgr The ''Washington Mounted Rifles"?
s Co (D,) Ist Va., Cavalry?Capt. Litchfield

which has been at home ou Furiough near tw<_ months, left this place Tuesday evening for th<
t Army If the Potomac.

Distress-a-g Occurrence. j
We arepained to have to record a very

opleasanj affair, which we fear willresult, the deathof a most excellentyoung _nan,
homas Bailet, son of Mr. James Baileyof
lis county. Mr. Baily was a member of
apt. Litchfield's company, which left this
lace Tuesdayon its return to thearmy of the
otomac. After getting soma seven miles
ist of this place, young Bailey, bis brother
ad anothermemberof thecompany, left the
jmpany with tbe intention of going to bis
.there to tarry during that night. They
rertook a young man by the name of Pal-
ler, of the Conscript Guard of this county,
ad merely out of sport (it should never be
one) Baileyapplied the epithetof conscript
itcher to Palmer, which offended bim. Some
ords ensued between all the.parties, and
laily, aswe presumefrom theinformation we
aye, merely to have some sport at the ex-
ense of Palmer, drew his Sabre and made a
jint of charging upon him. Palmer fired
pon Bailey and the ball took effect in the
ody.
Ir. Bailey died Wednesday night.x

. \u2666 »-
rote forBoard ofPublic Works.

Washington County.
Nine precints only heard from, which gives

)unn .8, McElhen-y 04, andStoval.2.
280, XranaS.

Lynchburg.? Thcjpas F. Ooode 44, Eli Pble-
;er23, Joseph H. Wilson 17, John B. Stovall S,
nd J. F. McElhenny 1.

1 -. \u2666 . -
jggjT* Owingto theimpaired health of theSenior
nd the absence of the Juaior Editor, we were
ndehted to a friend for attending to our paper
astweek. The Senior has beea incapacitated
or some weeks for attending to business, but
lopes to be able as soon a. the weather shall
lecome more pleasant to resume his duties.?
.he Junior has more than bis hands full, but
vill do the best be can under tho circumstances.

jg@_ We are under the necessity again this
iveek, and will be for several weeks to come, of
jublishißg the '-Virginian" upon an ensmalled,
il.e.t.

We had arranged with our paper makers for a
mpply of paper ofthe proper size, but they have
sent us the size now used. So soon as we can,
we will appear in ourusual proportions.
I?o1 ?o m _

To the Editors of the Abingdon Virginian :
Sjrs _As this is election day for Board Of

Public Works, and the first of the spring series,
I hope it will interest #our readers to hear from
Russell county. Capt. M-Eluenny will get a
very respectable vote in his own county, and it
is a good criterion to judge a man by?to know
that lie i» respected at home. The other can-
didates are, by alf accounts, goodand true men.
I know some of them to be so, but us I do not
know all, Iwill average them like the Dutch-
man's peaches?"some peeled, some not peeled,
and some mit the skins on."

The numerous candidates for Sheriff, Clerks,
&c, are likewise men ofnoble character; it will
be ''best horse jump the fence," of war homes
and real w_eel horses at home. Let me illus-
trate one case to show you some mettle. The
present Sheriff at last Court this week, sooner
thanreturn as delinquents for State tax, the
absent saldiers who may not be able topay their
taxes out ©f $11 per month, shouldered the re-
sponsibility himself, and told the Courthe would
pay it, and be second to none in providing for
their wives or widows. That's so. I saw it
myself. Ifeel like a cat in a meat-house about
the other candidates, all so good that I hardly
can make a choice.

On Sunday last, four companies of Jones' Bth
Va. Cavalry proceeding home towards the bor-
der on forty days furlough, were a terror to
the inhabitants as they pas.-cd, all drunk, hav-
ing guns, sabres and pistols, yelling, shooting,
plundering and murdering indiscriminately, per-
haps some ofthem good soldiers under General
Jone.' di-icippline, but who were not better than
incarnate fiends, and who oughthavebeen bush-
whacked, if they happened to have been Yan-
kees. Ifyou can devise a meansto keep a check
,on the free use ofliquor, especially now and in
times that will soon come, you will deservewell
ofyour country. Before I quit this subject,
let me give you oneor two items asillustrations,
perhaps they may attract the attention of some
person in authority, who may have power tc
shield unprotected women and children, and
evea men who happen tomeet these desparadoes,
These menhad an ambulance to carry liquoi
when they found any brandy. They danced ani
sprinkled the bouse emptying their canteens oi

whiskey, stealing horses, assaulting andro-binf
men of coats and shawls on the road are smal
items. One ofthem shot his uncle dead ant
wounded his other comradebelow the old Cour
House, and the next gang that come along
stripped the corpse. One gothis shoes, anothei
his hat, anotherhis coat, and'anotherhis pock
et book. They went into the widow Hendriek's
and Col. Clay with drawn saorehad to call f»i
his revolver to make one fellow drop an over
coat.

The wheat crop is injured, but tbe heart i
not killed, and it will rise again. Let our heart
not become petrified, but lik«* a rocket-ball, th
harder it is hit the higher it rebounds. N'
move, only the small pox is prevalent in ou
county. \ A CITIZEN.

The War News.
Engagement at Suffolk andrepulse of the Enemy

The following intelligence isWrom Genera
Pickett, at Petersburg;

"HeadquAkteks, Slfiolk, March 9th, 1
" via Weldon, March 10th. J

'?The enemy occupied Suffolk in force on Sun
day. We attacked them to-day, and, after
short struggle, drove them in a rout out of th
town,killing a number, capturing one piecec
artillery and a largo quantity of commissary an
quartermaster'sstores. The enemy are flyiu
to Portsmouth, burning bridges nnd leovin
everything behind. We pursued beyond Bai

Inard's Milts."i "M. W. Raxsom- Brig-dicrGeneral."

0CJ_E!X--s--IC^--^_-*^^3_llO-
the Press Aasoeiation-

Intered according to act of Congress in the year
1863 by J. S. Thrasher, in the Clerk's office
ef theDistrict Court ofthe Confederate States
for the Northern District of Georgia.

From Charleston.
Charleston, March 11.

The Yankeeforces engaged in the-expedi-
ion to Florida, havereturned. The terns on
folly and Morris Island have largely increas-
ed. No further shelling of the city.

Later from theUnitedStates and
.Europe.

KicHJiosn, Maf. 12.
The Baltimore Gazetteof the 7th received.
Nothingdefinite has been hoardfrom Sher-

nan. Tbereport ofhis arrivalat Vicksbsrg
s contradicted. Kilpatiick's expeditionis
.onceded a failure.

Another attack upon Newburn is deemed
mminent.

Active preparations ate making torepel it.
3en. Grant is en route to Wksbington. It in
reported that Meade will be court martialed
.n charges preferred by Sickles.
A serious collisionhad takfcn place between

?be treope and people of southern Illinois j
particulars not given.

Mobs ofa si-nilar character in Pennsylva-
nia, Ohio, and other States.
A committeefrom the imperial regency of

Mexico has reached Washington.
Later Eurnpeau news is unimportant.??Muir, formerly British Consul at New Or-

leaus, died in England. The Confederate
3teamer left Cherbourg the 15tb. The flag-
oftruce boat arrived at City Point. Fourdnye
later news will be received tonight or to-
morrow.

2d despatch.

_.ic_i_oxi>, Mar. 12.
The Sag of truce boat brought*!- hundred

prisoners. The dates are to tbe 10th, and
European advices to the28th.

Recognition rumors are again current in
financial circles. It is now .aid that Francs .
will act alone iv easeof a negativereply from
England.

An -..citing; debate occurred in tbe House
of Commons, relative to the Laird rams.??Motions calling for the correspondencein the
case, rejected; ayes, one hundred and fifty-
three; nays, onehundred and seventy-eight.

The Danes lost andregainedDuepel, and a
Congress ofsettlement meets in Loudon, but
hostilities will not cease.

The release of the Tuscaloosa has been or-
dered by the Britis, government.

Gold! in New York on the 9th, advanced t
169J. _ \u2666 .
From theArmyofNorthern vir.

ginla.
Orange, Mar. 13.

All quietin front to-day; theroads aredry-
ing up very fast, and will soon be in a pas-
sable condition. aNine' prisoners captured by Mosby at
Greenwich received today. Two Lieutenants
and five men captured near Charleston by
Mosby arrived this evening.

\u25a0>-*--»

Capture ofanotherYankeeVes-
sel.

Petersburg, March 14th.
Captain Edenboroughand eight men oftho

signalcorps boardedand captured, onFriday
night, off the NansnmondRiver, the schooner
Builia Baker, of Portland. Valuable stores
and th. Captain and crew and three negroes
were brought off and the vessel burnt. She
was valued at ten thousand dollars. Sever-
al vessels and a gunboat were close by, bun
our men werenot interfered with.

?\u2666 tap . .
From the West.

Dai-tok, Mar. 14.
Northern papers 'state thatAsst. Adj'tGen.

Thomas is at Nashville pushing forward the
workoforganising negro troops.

Several reenlisted regiments have passed
I through Nashvillereturning to the field.

Sherman's command was at Yioksburg tbe

'Bth, preparing for another grand movement.
Chattanooga is the probabledestination.

The Yankees are much alarmedin regard
to Longstreet's wherebouts.
One account represents bim on route toLee,- and another to Johnston.
Much alarm is felt at tho threatening as-

pect of affairs in England and France.
» \u25a0» . !

More Recognition Rumor*
Richmond, Mar. 14.

Therewas a vague rumor of a speedy re-
cognitionof the Confederacy under which
the Confederate loan advanced to 09 current
London funds, on the 19th nit. .

Tbe London "Post" mentioned tbe report
on the 24th, aud reiterated it on tbe 26tb.

Up to tbe departureof the last steamer the
report bad not been contradicted.

A sou of "Minister I>ayton arrivedat Nsw
Yorkon the Bth, with despatbes'from hi. fa-
ther, and proceeded to Washington. lie sta-
ted to friends that the Emperor had announc-
ed the conclusion that something should be
donewith a view to' the terminationof civil
war in America. It bad raged longenough
without a definiteresult., \u25a0

The report ofrecognition excited very little
attention in this community?scarcely the
topic of conversation.
1 » \u2666 \u2666

From Richmond*
Richmond,"Mar. 15.

Exchanged prisoners who arrived at City-
Point Friday,reached the cityat 1 o'clockto-
day, and, werereceived at the wharfby a
large assemblageof ladies, citizens and sol-
dierswith an enthusiastic demonstrationand
welcomes, and escorted to the t,*apiti>lSquare
where speecheswere madeby President I)a---, vis, Governor.Smith and others. The return-
ed prisoners .were furni-bed with refresh-
ments, after which they matched to Capip
Lte.


