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Rural Free Delivery.

The city letter carrlvig, who JUst now
have thelr minds full of Scranton and
thelt coming natlonil convention, will
soon have professional eompetition, if
pregont experiments in rural frea mall
dellvery Indicate correctly. According
to Flrst Assistant Postmaster General
Heath, rarnl free delivery Is now in
operatlon In upwarl of 200 towns In
the UTnited Stutes, every state having
had a trial of 1. Mr. Heath adds:

“In every Instance the amount of
mail delivered has been greatly in-
creased ufter the establishment of the
free dellvery, In nearly every Ingstanc
it ham doubled, In most it bas trebied,
in many quadrupled and in some quin

tupled. 1 recall ope place In Michignn
In the digrier of a congressman wWho
wits opposed to the establishment of
the sorviee. The thing was done, How-
ever, and withln three months the

amaount of mall delivered to the “oun-
tey people of that place had more than
quintupled, | showed the report to Lhe

congresgman and he sald he hidl no

further opposition to rural free dellv-
ery, Another feature of fhe eystem
that will surprise you is that the cost
of delivery to the raral populntion is

pot more por plece than It Is to the
urban population, This Is almost too

much to bellieve, bul it l2 an absolute

fact

“One of the chief arguments agalnsl
the Intvoduction of the syslem hos
ween the extreme expensc estimated,

Thi=s has bLeen put hy soame W8
Migh as $100,000,000 per annum for Lhe

genernl  establishment Iut In this
theres was no account of returns. We
pay the carriers $40 per annum. This

remuneratlon belng so small, we por-
mit the carrier 1o curry packages, and
thus Increase his income. This I= not

only a benefit 1o b, but to the whole
community, for the farmer or his wife
often wants some little thing from the
etore when no one can go for it con-
venfently, amnd is willing to pay a eamall
compensation to have it brought to

them, Bpeaking of this matter of ex-

pense, it s amusing o look bnck to
the digcussions in congress in the early
dave of the repuldic, when It was

doulited by many whether It was fonsi
ble to have a postal system at oall

Presidents Adams and Jackson hoth

» Impelled o present labored argu-
ments in thelr messages In support of
a postul svstem which one day might
plve the ‘comtorts of friendly corres-
pondence and the lghte of the perio-
Mleal press to the romotest parts of the

'nlon® at a very lHght expense 1o the
Individunl

We abserve ln the Chieago Record a
letter from Crawfordsviile, Ind., right

In line with Mr. Heath's opinions, It

degeribes the operationg of the rural
free dlivery system In Montgomery

connty, Indisna, and Incldentilly says

“The tirst month of the dellvery each
of the earriers then In the serviee de-
liverad about LOO0 pleces of mall mat-
tin At the end of the first vear they

are such dellvering over LW piedes

route from elght to ten letters o day
Neow the dally collection on each of the

yeur-old, routen g from Aty to sixty
lettors  dally  besides poackages and
newspupers. When rural delivery was
established in Montgomery county not
a single daily paper was taken along
any routs Kach carrier now delivers
from 70 1o 100 daily newspapers, Tho
increased subscription to moagazines
and ather periodicals is Just as great.
When the routes wore first established
muny of the farmers were decidedly
opposed 1o the Innovation, Some oven
refused to put up boxes.  All opposition
hus now disappeared, however, and so
Erently pleased are the farmors that

un Ineregesd valuation of $2 pér acye
i# glven farms Iying along rural routes.
People living as far from the rouie as

two miiles frequently place lock hoxes
at the neurest palnt on the route and
hivie thelr mall deliverod there, The

pople living on by ro

Ingtances ado 1 method o

oitnining the covete

X P The mutl for all the peopls
living vn 0 corinin by road will bie de-
Hvered at o box placed ot the Inlorse
tion of the road with the route and
from this box It will be taken dally and
dellvered for ten or twelve miles back
In the wniry by a boy paid for the
DU e

“Rural delivery Is proving & great

athimulug to the constraction of &

to the hope of securing the service, The
ecarriers are allowed to deliver packs-
miges and o trapsact buginess for the
people Hving along thelr voutes and in

this way they mapage to supplement in
novery acceptable manner the meagre
piluries allowed by the department,

The carrviera’ wag

will be seon to be filled with packag
f

of lnundry, dry goods, hardware and
all manner of merchandise, Opders of

all Kinda are placed with the carrk

In the busy summer acason he I8 an

egpecial benefit in thls wuy

"The practical aperation of the yural

free delivery has Jemonstrated conclu

pively that muany of the abjections
made to It are updounded, It has
been urged that ruval dellvery would
ba an Immense expende to the governs
meént, but It operation In Montgom-
ery eoumty proves that It will on the
contrary be a source of considerables
revenue. Foch of the year-old routes
in the county Is now paying the gov-
ernment & net proft of $40 per month
Ar o rulp, each route does nway with

clther a fourth-class postoflice or
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FINLEY"S

Men'’s
Furnishings

The predictions are swel«
tering weather from now on
and if you study your own
comfort investigate our stock
of Men's Soft Front Shirts—
as more solid comfort cau by
had in our

Perfect Fitting
“MONARCH”

Negligee Shirts.

than in any other we know
of. You will find here a very
interesting line to pick from
and at prices altogether ta
your advauntage. For an ene
tire week we will offer the
choice of our entiie line at

qu ]l a{" l U) each.

Former Price, $1.50.

S

And no better goods shown
at any price. These coma
with one pair of laundered
separate cuffs and with op
without collars to match shirt

OTHER SPECIALS

[u same line of goods—One
at 3%9c., marked from soc,
The Other at 50c., marked
from 75¢. Comfort also for
the boys in our

MARKED-DOWN
BLOUSES AND WAISTS
One Line at 39c., fore

merly goc., One Line at

88¢c., formerly $r.10. Size
6 to 14 years.

5]0 nnd 512
LACKAWANNA AVENUR

@e— L

Tue MonpEry HARDWANLR STORE

Sterling
Ranges

Have the “'Sterling” Transpa-
rent Ventilating Oven Door,
“Sterling” Patent Lift Hearth,
“Sterhing” Oval Drawout
Grate, ‘‘Sterling Oval Fire
Box and many other good
features.

Be sure and see the Sterling
Range, You'll want no other.

FOOTE & SHEAR CO.

119 N. Washington Ave.

J

*—— -

The Hunt &
Connell Co.
Heating, Plumbing,
Gas Fitting, Electric
Light Wiring, Jas
an Electric Fixtures,
Builders Hardware.

134 Lackawanna Aveaus
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