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Friday, March 9, 1849,

TRRESTING CORRESPONDENCE.

We informed our readers in our last Fri-
day’s paper, that a 'eommi_ltee had been ap-
pointed for the purposs of tendering to Presi-
dent Polk the hospitalities of our town, while
on his way to his residence in Tennessee.—
We have the pleasure to-day of laying before
the public the correspondence between the
committee and the President. Although Mr.
Polk does not say positively he will stop, we
feel no embarrassment in assuring our friends
that there ean be no doubt but that he will re-

main with us for at Jeast a few hours,

The programme of the reception of l!ae Pre-
sident on his arrival at Wilmington, will pro-
bably appear in to-day's * Journal.”

CORRESPONDENCE.
wiisineTon, Feb. 20th, 1849,
T his Excellency, JAMES K. POLK, Pre-
sident of the United States,

Sin :—At a recent meeting of the Commis-
sioners of Wilmington, we were appointed 2
Committee to tender 10 you the hospitalities of
our Town and to solicit your sojonrn among
us as long as you may he able to linger here
We assure you that it affords us pleasure to
discharge the duty which, as the organ of the
people of Wilmington, has been devolved up-
on us, and we hope that :t will in no way con-
flict with your convenience to afford our citi-

zens generally the gratification of your pre-

sence.
With the highest respect,
your Excellency’s ob’t. serv'ts.
(Signed.) J. T. MILLER,
L. H. MARSTELLER,
JOSH. G. WRIGHT.

—_—

Wasmixeron City, Feb, 24th, 1849,

GenTLEMEN :—I have received your letter
of the 20th inst., tendering to me on behalf of
a ““ meeting of the Commissionersof Wilming-

ton™ the “hospitalities” of that town, and in-
viting me to spend a short time at that place,
on my way to my residence in Tennessee. I
expect to leave this city on the 6th of March,
and if I shall find on my arrival at Wilming-
ton, that I can do so, without being too much
delayed on my journey, it will aiford me plea-
sure to comply with your request.
Thanking you, fortheinvitation with which
you have honored me, I am Gentlemen,
| with high respect,
your ob’t. serv’t.,
JAS. K. POLK.
To Mesers. James T. MILLER,
L. H. MARSTELER,
J. G. WrigHT,

Wilmington, N. C.

THE FOURTH OF MARCH, 1849!

Before we again enjoy the privilege of ad-
dressing our readers, the administration of
Jimes K. Pork will be closed—the present
Executive will have resumed, in retirement,
the duties of a private citizen. His name may
indeed, be long a familiar sound,—(for what
name, associaled with eventa so startling and
important, is not immortal ?)—but it will be-
come, henceforward, a thing of The Past—to
be lauded, or to be censured, as shall be de-
creed by Posterity. Towards that august tri-
bunal, Mr. Povk is now approaching! If the
policy he has thought proper to pursue, in
administering the government, has been un-
proauctive of benefit to the country-—if, during
the last four years, in consequerce of the
measures he has recommended, our happiness
at home, or our public character abroad hasin
any degree suffered,—if there has been any vio-
lation by him, of the public faith, or the pub-
lic liberty ;—if through his instrumentality,
the destiny or the progress of this republic,
has been suddenly arrested,—there needs no
Pythia to prophesy his fate.—Not all the intel-
lect of Webster, the genius of Calhoun, or the
eloquence of Hannegan, can influence or avert
it! Should it be found, ilowever, on an im-
partial survey of his whole administration,
that, due allowance being always made for
the infirmities of human reason, he has con-
tributed by his counsels to onr advancement
and prosperity ;—that, in times pregnant with
political mischief and evil, with a firm hand
and bhappy skill. he has guided the ship of
State unharmed, thiough all dangers, and eve-
ry emergency, the sneering partizan may de-
cry and undervalue his public services—inso-
lent mediocrity may question his intelligence
and capacity, but the unerring finger of Truth
will point to the fourth day of this month as

the closing scene of the most brilliant chapter
in our history.

{n the estimation of the great Grecian law-
giver, that man was only happy, whom Pro-
vidence blessed with success to the last, It is
possible, that in the few days which remain
of his term, Mr. Polk may commit some er-
ror, but it must be deep indeed, and irrepara-
ble, that will dim the lustre of his career, or
make the American people forget the benefits
and the measures of his administration! A.
mong them may be reckoned more prominent-
ly the following: 1. The Oregon boundary
treaty, definitely marking the claims of Eng-
land upon this continent for the first time since
our independence. 2, Trealies of commerce
with New Grenada, Peru, the Two Sicilies,
Belgium, Hanover, Oldenburg, Mecklenburg
Schwerin, Saxony and Nassau, opening the
way to an exlension of our commerce with in-
terior Germany; and the postal treaty with
‘Great Britain. 3. The Mexican treaty, by
which California and New Mexico are acquir-
ed. 4. The admission of four new States—
Texas, Florida, Towa, and Wisconsin—into
the Union, and the erection of Oregon into a
territory. 5. The abandonment of the ** pro-
tective principle,” which has haunted our tar-
iff laws for thirty years, and the establishment
of the revenue ad valorem principle, by which
the credit of the country has been restored,
and the revenue, which had been deficient
from 1837 to 1845, raised to the current ex-
penditure. 6. The establishment of a ware-
house system, of a nature similar to that which
in England has drawn the carrying trade of
the world into British versels, and by which
@ renewed impulse is given to those causes ir-
resistibly in operation to draw Canada peace-
i!:::ai ml.c:i the Union. 7. The separation of
luccea:;“ul Sllte._il.nd the establishment and

OPeration of the constitutional trea-

sury. 8. The commencement of ocean steam
navigation to Bremen ang California. 9. Th
establishment of cheap postage, o

These m will speak for themee]ves.

ﬂey are already speaking

P TS,

prosperity of the country in every

ardor and admiration upon his setting beams.

THE SWORD FOR COL. MEARES.

The Committee of Arrangements, Mesers.
Cowan, Evans, and Peden, have received fbf
Sword ordered for Col. Meares, by the citi-
zens of Wilminglon. It was mlf'“"‘“"ﬁ
by Messrs. Canfield & Co., of Baltimore, and
is an exquisite specimen of art. We !f‘d the
p]ea'ure of seeing it on Monday. It is now
at the store of Mr. T. W. Brown, where it
will remain, we learn, a few days, for public
inspection. Jtisaworthy tribute to a worthy
man, and we feel confident that, as it was no-
bly won, it will be as nobly worn. We are
sure that, to alter a little, the eloguent lan-
guage of the gentleman who addressed **the
young Cape Fear soldier,” on the presenta-
tion occasion, *The recollections it will ex-
cite, will encourage him onward in the path
of right and duty. In the warfare and strug-
gles, in which peace, noless than warabounds,
it will testify the generous rewards of a faith-
ful citizenship; and if again called to the field,
though the words are not inscribed on its
blade, the spirit of the immortal Jackson will
teach ite gallant owner, that * it should never
be drawn without occasion, nor sheathed
without honor.”

THE CENTRAL RAIL ROAD.
From an advertisement in the Salisbury
Watchman of the 22d instant, we notice-that
Books for subscription to the Central Rail
Road will be opened at Salisbury, on the 15th
of the present month. If we are to understand
the Wartchman, as representing the feeling of
our fellow-citizens in thatsection of the State,
we can certainly see no very great obstacle in
the way of a speedy commencement of this
important work. That paper says that the
subject is growing rapidly upon the affections
of enterprising and business men of that sec-
tion. “ Men who have landed, mineral, or
other property to be enhanced by the con-
straction of this work are, we find, bringing
|1themselves by degrees, but surely, to a point
of action ; and we have no doubt in this world
that nnless the men of small means is aclive
in putting in his subscriptions, capitalists will
clutch this prize. We understand that a con-
siderable number of men of means in an ad-
joining county and hereabouts, have declared
that they will each form one of a company to
consist of one hundred who shall take the whole
stock. 'When men begin to talk that way, we
may depend upon it they are prepared for ac-
tion ; and we may also rest assured that they
have Lright expectations in the future, back-
ed by certainty of success.”

g3-Our attention has been called to some
remarke of the Fayetteville Carolinian, (which
paper reached our office during our absence
from home,) upoi®an article which recently
appeared in this paper under the head, * The
Internal Improvement Question.” Our friend
Bayne has misconceived the entire tone and
gpirit of that article, as we think, if he will
honor it with a second perusal, he will him-
self confess. We did not mean to be guilty
of 20 much injustice, as to charge him with
opposition to ** the cause,”—a cause whichis
endeared to all by =0 many holy and patriotic
emotions. Much as we respect the feelings
and the judgment of those of our friends who
think differently with us in regard to this great
and absorbing question, we should dislike
to render their opposition more important ora-
larming, by associating with them theinfluence
of so respectable a paper. On the con-
trary, we expressly disclaimed, in so ma-
ny worde, any such intention. We stated,
that although the Carolinian remarked that
the action of the recent Legislature would cre-
ate division, * we do not understand the Edi-
tor of that paper to assert that there are any
perzons in Cumberland who are insensible to
the benefits proposed by that measure, or al-
ready prepared to denounce and proscribe
those who were more particularly prominent
as its advocates and suppotters.”

Knowing, as perhaps, m"?.y be allowed us,
more of the views and feelirigs of our readers
than the Carolinian,we canr.otconsider the arti-
cle ** uncalled for.” Upon moZe reflection, and
perseonal association with lhose::_‘for whom it was
intended, we think our remarkZ were not only
proper and well-timed, but engpently neces-
sary and judicious. They we% rendered so
by peculiar circumstances, and were intended
to relieve our position with regard 10 Internal
Improvements, and that of the party, from a
charge of inconsistency, which we have heard
more than once repeated. That we have been
successful in this, we are at liberty to infer
from the silence with which it has been re-
ceived.

—

Gorp 1x NorTH CarorLiNa.—The Charles-
ton Courier of the 24th ult., says that ““ a let-
ter from Monroe, N. C., to a gentleman in
this city, dated 17th inst., gives the statement
that four men found, in Union county, twelre
and three quarter pounds of gold on the Thurs-
day and Friday preceding. Others were find-
ing gold in more or less quantity every day.
Gold waas found within eight miles of Monroe.
The discovery of this rich metal had given an
impulse to business in that section of coun-
try, and things were looking up. If the No.
Carolina mines should continue te yield as
plentifully as is abave indicated, some of the
adventurers to California may change their
destination to a point nearer home, where
they will be enabled to convert their treasure
into coin with more facility, and where there
will be no danger of suffering for want of pro-
visions or clothing.”

Our Book Tasre.—We are indebted to the
American publishers, Leonard Scott & Co,,
New York, for the Edinburgh Review, and
Blackwood’s Magazine, for January, 1849.—
See advertisement of these works in another
column,

Postat TrEATY.—The Washington Union
of last Friday, contains the President’s Proc-
lamation of the Postal Treaty between Eng-
land and the United States. We shall pub-
lish the Treaty officially in a short time.

U. 8. SevaTor.—The Legisature of Dela-
ware have elected Hon. Mr. Wales to the U.
S. Senate from that State, to fill the vacancy

occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Clayton.
Mr. Wales has taken his seat.

Steamezr Usited Stites.—We- see it sta-
ted invour exchange papers that the Steamer
United States has been sold to oneof the Ger-
| man States, for about $270,000.

branch of
industry. Let others pay their worship fo
|the rising sun—we are content to gaze Wwith
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th::u?;g;‘:?wmt in North Caroli-
pa may be supposed 1o be of interest to our
readers, we take pleasure in spreading before
them the following extract of a private letter,
from a distinguished gentleman of George-
town, D. C., to a friend in this place, upon
the subject of PLaxx Roavs, which has been
handed us for perusal. The leiter was not
intended for the public, but we feel satisfied
that the writer will not object to the use which
has heen made of it, when facts of such gen-
eral interest 1o the people of this State are
communicated, and when the information it
contains is so entirely reliable, and calculated
for such wide benefit. We notice that the im-
portance, feasibility and economy of these
roads is everywhere attracting public atten-
tion. The Farmers of our Siate, among which
class we reckon the majorily of our pairons
and friends, will find this letter of especial in-
terest. It gives, in detail, the advantages and
the cost of a species of Road, which is more
particularly adapted to their necessities and
convenience, than, perhaps, any other. If our
State resources are once started on Plank
Roads, or, indeed, or any roads, they would
soon speak for themselves:

GeorceTowy, D. C., Feb. 18, 1849.

Dear Sigo—  * * 52 M
the time [ parted with you, I knew very little
in regard to Plank Roads. It was a subject I
had never investigated, and I have only been
waiting until T could find time to do so, and
procure such information in regard to the sub-
ject as may possibly prove interesting to you.
This description of road has obtained a de-
gree of usefulness and consequent importance,
and is found so admirably adapted to certain
localities, as to cause it to be considered a ve-
ry important element in the development of
the resources of a country.

It is found to be emphatically the * Farm-
ers road”—the producer being more benefitted
by it than any other class—by means of which,
' at all seasons, in wet weather as well as in
dry, he has it in his power to convey his pro-
duce to market—and profit by any rise in
price—with one half the labor—in one half
the time—and with douhle the load, that he
could transport upon a McAdamized Road.—
The advantages it has over the latter road are,
that it is cheaper to build—more economically
repaired—of lighter draft and in its exemption
from dust and mud.

The lands in their vicinity have been found
to appreciate in value. They can be laid upon
any grade thata McAdamized road can operate
upon with advantage—and when laid are less
destructive to horse flesh. In any country
where timber abounds they will be found to
he an iinmense auxiliary to trade and travel.

Their plan of construction is very simple
and cheap. Thorough drainage is absolate-
ly necessary lo their stability and usefulness
—and attention to this is about all that they
require to keep them in repair for several
years after their completion.

Their durability depends upon the quality
of the timber; with you I suppose it would
be about eight years for timber in such a po-
sition. After the road-bed is properly prepar-
ed by being sufficiently elevated and drained,
by the requisite side ditches, it should be al-
lowed to remain so until one or two rains
have fallen upon it, that a thorough settlement
may take place. The scantling used for sills
is 4 by 4 inches and of such lengths as can be
conveniently obtained—the longer the better.
These sills are emhedded their fwll thickness
in the soil, so as to leave their top surface
even with the surface of the road-bed, in par-
allel lines 5 feet apart (the width of the wa-
gon) across Llhese sills, three inch planks
are laid in eight feet lengths, and true-nailed
to the sills. The bottom of the plank for
their entire lenghth rest, of course, upon the
road bed.

In a double track they do not use planks 16
feet long, but lay two tracks each 8 feet wide,
with a turn-out path graded up between them.
The ends of the planks must not be laid even,
because in that case, the wheels of a loaded
wagon in passing from the turn-out path
to the plank, would be liable to scrape
along the edge, and make a deep rut there,
before rising up—which would deepen until
it would be difficult for a wagon to mount
the plank. To avoid this, one in every three
plank (supposing them to be one foot wide)
should project on the turn-out path three in-
ches, which presenting an uneven edge to the
wheels causes them to mount upon the plank
without difficu’ty. If you build only a sin-
gle track, a turn-out path 4 feet wide must be
graded up to a level with the top surface of
the plank on one side of the road for its whole
length—due regard being had to the broken
edges of the plank resting upon it. I give
you the estimate of a plank road from lake
Michigan West to Fox river, per mile, where
they use Hemlock timber at $6 per M.

Estimate for 1 mile,

Sills 4 by 4 inches—
scantling,

Plank 8 ft. Iong. 3in-
ches thick,

14,080
126,720

140,800 at $6 $849
Laying and Grading road per rod, ** 1 320
Sluicing, Bridging & contingencies, 100
Engineering, Superintendance, &c., 100
Gates and Gate Houses—say 100

Total, $1,469
After the planks are laid down, one inch

thick of clear sand is spread evenlv over them,
which saves the wear and tear of the road —
The sand protects the wood from the corks of
the horse’s shoes, (which causes the main wear
and tear,) and soon penetrates the grain of the
plank, with the fibres of which and the de-
posites upon the road, a tough elastic cover-
ing is formed which is found to protect the
plank. [ have thus, as briefly as I could, and
in considerable haste, thrown together, I fear,
not a very clear statement, in regard to a sub-
ject in which you appear to take great inter-
est, and shall regret if it should not give you
all the information you require ; any deficien-
cy I will cheerfully supply at any time.

Kentucky.—A bill has passed the Legisla-
ture of this State, modifying the slave law of
1833. It provides that men may bring into
Kentucky as many slaves as they please for
their own use, but requires that they should
not diepose of them for five years.

PusLic Execurions.—A bill has been re-
ported to the House of Delegates of Virginia,
doing away with public executions, and di-
recting them to be inflicted privately, as in
some other States of the Union,
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IVAL
: WASHINGTON.

We learn from the Washington Union that
Gen. Taylor, President eleét, arrived in Wash-
ington on the evening of the 23d ult. The
Union says that * His suite consisted of seve-
ral gentlemen. As soon as the whistle an-
nounced his arrival, a salute was fired from
the hill which overlooks the ravine through
which the railroad runs. When he entered
the depot, he was received with repeated
cheers by an immense crowd. He was escort-
ed in a carriage by marshals, by a joyous mul-
titude, in carriages or on foot, 1o Willard's
Hotel, amid the sound of music, the ringing of
bells, and the blaze of sky-rockets. When
he arrived at Willard’s, he was again received
with cheers and music. After a short time,
be re-appeared upon the balcony of the draw-
ing-room, and made a brief address to the peo-
ple, expressive of his thanks for their kind-
ness, and of his best wishes for their happi-
nese. The crowd then disappeared, and Gen.
Taylor retired to enjoy the society of his fam-
ily and friends,

** We are sorry to hear that Gen. Taylor is
somewhat indisposed, and that he was cupped
on . Thursday. But we hope thal quiet and
repose for a day or two will perfectly restore
him to his usual health.”

The Union of the 25th, says—** Gen. Tay-
lor intended to receive his {riends yesterday
from 12 to 2 o'clock, if his health had peimit-
ted ; but before 12, a placard was posted up
at Willard's, that he could not see them.”

PATENT OFFICE.

From the Report of the Commissioner of
Patents tor the past year, we condense the
following :—The whole number of applicants
for patents in the year ending 31st December,
1848, 1628. Number of caveats filed during
same period, 607. Number of patents issued,
660. Receipts of the office $67,576 69 ; of
which sum $11,529 33, paid by mistake into
office, has been refunded. Expenses of the
office $46,831 61, which, with the above,
makes $58,905 04, leaving a balance to be
carried to credit of Patent fund of $8,670 85
On the 1st of January, 1848, the amount of
money in the Treasury to the credit of the
Patent Office, was $207,797 98: ta which,
add excess of receipts over expenditures for
past, and the amount now in the Treasury,
(1st January, 1849,) to credit of Patent Office,
is $216,463 83.

This large balance is attributed to increase
of applications for patents, “By the act of
Congress approved May 27, 1848, two prin-
cipal and two assistant examiners, and two
ordinary clerks, were added to the force of the
office, and the salaries of the examiners were
raised from $1,500 a year to $2,500, and the
assistant examiners from $1,250 to $1,500.
The clerks authorized by the act before men-
tioned were allowed salaries of $1,200 each
perannum. Thus the increase of the num-
ber of examiners and clerks, and of salaries,
provided for by the act of May 27, 1848, will
occasion an addition to the annual expendi-
tures of the office of $12,600. This amount
will be reduced by fees for recording assign-
ments, authorized to be charged by the same
act; but the permanent addition to the expen-
ses of the office will not be less than $10,000
per annum.

“ Notwithstanding this addition to the per-
manent expenditures of the office, the constant
increase of its business and reeeipts gives am-
ple assurance that its revenues will continue
to equal, if not exceed its expenses. But if its
revenues should for a year or two, fall below
its expenditures, the Patent fund is sufficient
to meet such casual deficiencies; and thus the
policy of Congress in making the Patent of-
fice a self-sustaining institution will success-
fully be maintained.

“The quantity of wheat raised in the United
States during the last year will, according to
the estimates of this office, not be less than
126,000,000 bushels. The quantity of corn
produced is estimated to be about 588,000,000
bushels; oats, 185,000,000 bushels; potatoes,
114,000,000 bushels; rye, 33,000,000 bushels;
buckwheat, 12,500,000 bushels; barley,
6,222,000 bushels; hay, 15,735,000 tons;
hemp, 20,330 tons; cotton, 1,066,000,000
pounds ; tobacco, 219,000,000 pounds: rice,
116,000,000 pounds; and sugar, (in Louisi-
ana,) 200,000,000 pounds.

“Thus it will be seen that the agricultural
productions of the Union during the last year
are ample for the consumption of the country,
and of many varieties of grain and provisions,
large surpluses will be left for exportation to
other countries.

“The number of applications for patents
received during the last four years exceeds
the number received during the next preceding
four years, by 2,205; the number of caveats
by 670; the number of patents granted, by
289; the amount of receipts from all sources
by #77,284 45; the balances paid into the trea-
sury to the credit of the Patent fund, by $21,-
389 95.”

The library of the patent office has also been
increased from 3,000 to 6,000 volumes. The
report concludes as follows :

The exhibit which I have made in this and
previous portions of my report, of the affairs
and business ot the Patent Office, show that it
will soon be necessary not only to enlarge
the Patent Office building, but to increase its
clerical force. And as it required three years
of persevering effort on my part sustained by
the auxiliary aid of lond complaints or the
part of applicants for patents. growing out of
the delay occasioned by the great accumula-
tion of business which could not be done, to
obtain the late addition which has been made
to the clerical force of the office, | have deem-
ed it my duty now to apprize Congress that
but a very few years will elapse before an-
other addition to its force will be recessary.—
As the office sustains itself from its own re-
venues, it seems reasonable that it should be al-
lowed a force sufficient for the prompt and ef-
ficient execution of its duties.

EmicrATION TO CALIFORNIA.—~From a'state-
ment in the New York Herald, it appears the
total number of vessels that have left the va-
rious ports in the United States for California
since the breaking out of the Gold fever is
178, and that they carried out 11,160 passen-
gers, and crew. The greatest number on board
any one vessel was 305, in the steamer Cres-
cent City, which leit New York on the 5th
ult. The average number of persons on board
the vessels would be a {raction over sixty-
two, shewing, as many were of small capaci-
ty, that they must have been generally pretty
well crowded.

The city of Richmond contains only aboht
one-fortieth of the population of Virginia, but
at the same time it pays one-ninth part of the

revenue of the whole State.

T

OF GENERAL TAYLOR AT|

Tuespay, Feb. 20.— Senate— After the pre-
sentation of memorials and petitions, and of a
few unimportant resolutions and reports from
committees, the Sepate took up and passed
the bill relating to the 5 per cent. funds of Al-
abama.

Also, bill from the House to provide for two
instalments of the Mexican indemnity.

The consideration of the Civil and Diplo-
matic Appropriation bill was resumed, and
the remainder of the session was occupied in
the consideration of the proposition of Mr.
Walker, before ordered to be printed, extend-
ing the revenue laws, &c., of the United States,
over all the territory west of the Rio Grande,
acquired from Mexico by the treaty of peace,
and authorising the president to prescribe and
establish, temporarily, such divisions, dis-
tricts, ports, officers, and all arrangements
proper to enable said laws to be executed,
and appoint and commission such officers as
may be necessary to administer such laws, in
those terrilories.

Mr Walker modified his proposition, so as
toinclude some of the provisions of Mr Foote’s,
also heretofore ordered to be printed, and in
many respects essentially the same as Mr
Walker's.

A long debate ensued on questions of order
raised, as to the introduction of such amend-
mends into an appropriation.

These were finally laid on the table, and
then Mr Bell offered a substitute for Mr. Wal-
ker's proposition, providing for the admission
of the ¢ State of California” into the Union,
including all the territory acquired by the trea-
ty of peace with Mexico, and proceeded to ad-
dress the Senate at length in explanation of
his views. Without concluding he gave way
to a motion to adjourn.

House of Representatives.—Mr McKay re-
ported, from the committee on waysand means,
the bill providing for the coinage of gold dol-
lars and double edges, with an amendment.—
The bill, as amended, provides for the coin-
age referred to, without variation as to char-
acter or appearance from the present gold coin
of the United States, except that on the re-
verse of the gold dollar the figure of the “ ea-
gie” is to be omitted.

Mr J. R. Ingersoll opposed the bill as un-
necessary, and uncalled for, by the wants or
wishes of the country.

M Hudson, as a member of the Committee
of Ways and Means, had opposed the plan
there, and was opposed to it now.

Mr Nichols supported the bill.

Mr Rockwell moved to lay the bill on the
table—lost.

The previous question was then sustained,
and the amendment agreed to. The bill as
amended, was then read the third time and
passed.

Mr McKay, from the committee of ways
and means, also reported back the bill to reg-
ulate the mileage of members of Congress, &c.
It provides, 1st. That the distance shall be
computed by the shortest continuous mail
route. 2d That no constructive mileage shall
be allowed for extra sessions, &c. 3d. That
deduction shall be made for absence without
leave, unless from sickness. 4th makes re-
sirictions in regard to books ; and 5th requires
the mileage of officets of the army, &c., also
to be calculated by the shortest route.

Mr McKay was proceeding to address the
house in favor of the bill, when he was inter-
rupted by a motion of Mr Ashman to proceed
with the business on the Speaker's table,
which motion prevailed—82 to 53.

The House refused to take up the bill to
prohibit the introduction of slaves, for sale or
hire, into the District of Columbia.

WepNespay, Feb. 21.-—Senafe.-—After
morning tusiness, the Senate took up the bill
making appropriation for civil and diplomatic
expenses of the Government for the year end-
ing June 30, 1850.

The amendment pending was that of Mr,
Walker, to extend over California and New
Mexico, the revenue law and Indian laws,
and appropriating a hundred thousand dollars
to carry the provision into effect; which Mr
Bell proposed to amend by further providing
‘“ that all that partion of the territories of the
United Statesacquired by the treaty with Mex-
ico, which lies west of the Rio del Norte, and
a line running due north from the head wa-
ters of said river, until it strikes the forty-se-
cond parallel of north latitude, shall form a
State, to be known as California, and the
same is hereby admitted into the Union on an
equal footing in all respects with the original
States.”

Mr Bell resumed his remarks from yester-
day, in favor of the amendment, and spoke
for nearly three hours.

Mr Berrien replied, and opposed the amend-
ments ; when the question was taken on Mr.
Bell's amendment, and rejected—yeas 4—
(Messrs. Bell, Douglass, Downs, and Dodge,)
nays 39.

The Senate then adjourned.

House of Representatives.—The House took
up the bill to regulate the mileage, by paying
according to the nearest continous mail route.
Under the operation of the previous question
it was passed—yeas 157, nays 16.

It next took up the bill, heretefore submit-
ted by Mr Dixon, to abolish the franking pri-
vilege.

Various amendments were offered, propos-
ing a reduction of postage, but without com-
ing to any conclusion the House adjourned.

Tuvrspay, Feb. 22.—Senate.~Mr Web-
ster rose to present a proposilion, providing
for the temporary governmeat of California
and New Mexico, as a substitute for Mr.
Walker's amendment 1o the Civil and Diplo-
matic Appropriation Bill, if the Senate shall
deem that bill a proper place for it; and, if
not, as a substitute for the bill for the admis-
sion of California and New Mexico as States
into the Union, reported from the select com-
mittee of the Senate on that subject.

Mr W. addressed the Senate in support of
his proposition—ordered to be printed.

Mr Dayton also presented a proposition
which he intended to offer as an amendment,
and which was ordered to be printed, author-
ising the President to govern the territories in
the same manner as Florida and Louisiana
were governed under similar circumstances,
being a copy of the old law authorising tem-
porary civil and military government in the
latter,

Mr Atherton, from the finance committee,
reported, without amendment, House bill au.
thorising the coinage of gold dollars and dou-
ble eagles.

On motion of Mr Mazon, the joint resolu-
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California and New Mexi®o, was taken up and

House of Representatives—Mr Sibley, of
Wisconsin, moved & suspension of the rules,
to discharge the committee of the whole on
the state of the Union from the further consi-
deration of Senate Lill to establish the territo-
rial government of Minesota.

The bill was amended, so as to take effect
on the 10th of March, 1849, and ordered to
be Engrossed and read a third time, but ob-
jection being made, the reading goes over un-
der the rules.

A resolution heretofore offered, to discharge
the Commitiee of the Whole on the State of
the Union from the further consideration of
the bill to extend the revenue laws over Up-
per California, and establish a collection dis-
trict therein, was then taken up and adopted;
107 to 35.

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading, and was read the third
time and passed : 91 to 37.

Fripay, Feb. 23.— Senate.~The bill ma-
king appropriations for the civil and diplo-
matic expenses of the Government for the
year ending June 30, 1850, was taken up.—
Mr Dayton, in pursuance of notice given yes-
terday, offered an amendment to the bill.

Mr Dayton spoke for more than an hour in
support of his amendment.

Mr Webster withheld his amendment on the
same subject until the bill from the House, to
extend the revenne laws over the territories
should come before the Senate, he would move
to strike out all after the enacting clause, and

into the Union as a Sia4 Wiy
was offered by that gentleman as 5 gy, ¢
for the bill under consideration, wag , .
to be printed ; and then A
The House adjourned.
Moxpay, Feb 25.—Senate.—0
Mr Downs, the House bill granting
State of Louisiana the swamp lands ofu[
State, to aid in the draining of the g,
construction of levees to prevent oy, i
&c., was taken up, and a debate ¢, ln :
which Messrs Downs, Johnson, of Louig,
Dickinson, Borland, and Bell, payi."
when the bill was read the thirg time ,
Mr Borland, from the military commig,
reported a bill allowing additional cnmp;‘
tion to Registers and Receivers, for ]oﬂ ’
military bounty land warrants, Chogiag | |
scrip, and for other purposes, whioy
passed.

The Vice President laid before th,e Senay
communication from the Navy Depanme
with the report of Lieut. Lynch of p;, e, v
nations of the Dead Sea; ordered 1o}, i :lm‘

On motion of Mr Atherton, {}e c”“ﬁild o
tion of the civil and diplomalic apprﬂpﬁa:%
bill was resumed, the question being 0;1 1:{11
Dayton's substitute to Mr Walkers Jro J
tion, upon which the yeas ang Days hag l:w
ordercd when the Senate adjoyr, on ‘?arm
day. e

Mr Dayton modified his suhm-.m,‘hg it
king out the limitation as to time, leaving i;
to continue in force until other provisiop sha)
be made by Congress, and in one or twq "~
unimportant particulars.

N Motigy,

offer his amendment as a subslitute,

House of Representatives.—On motion of
Mr Vinton, the House went into committee of
the whole and tock up the bill making appro-
priations tor tke support of the Post Office De-
partment. A debate followed,in which, as with
most all other questions the present Session,
the slavery question was the principal topic
talked about.

Mr McDowell, of Va,,delivered an eloquent
speech with regard to the compromises of the
Constitution, and in favor of the measure to
admit the territories into the Union as a Stale.
This e thought would quiet the agitation of
the slavery question. He made a fervent ap-
peal to Massachusells, referred to the trials
and the triumph in the Revolution, exhorted
those who inteiferred with slavery to leave
the question alone, and invoked a spirit of pa-
triotism, that the land of Washington may
Islil] undividedly be ours.

At the conclusion of his hour he was call-
ed on from all parts of the House to continue
his speech, and accordingly proceeded to the
conclusion of his remarks, which occupied an
hour and three guarters in their delivery.

committee rose, and soon after the House ad.
| journed.

reported House joiut resolution for the distri-

' bution of a copy of the ** Blue Book,” or *‘ of-
| ficial register,” to each of the States and Ter-
ritories of the Union. Passed.

Mr Fitzgerald submitted a joint resolution
to confer upon Major General Scott the title
of Lieutenant General, as a sense of the esli-
mation in whichi Congress holds his gallant
and meritorious services in Mexico.

On motion of Mr Atherton, the Senate then
resumed the consideration of the civil and di-

on the substitute of Mr Dayton for Mr Wal-
ker's amendment, providing for the temporary
government of California and New Mexico,
the extension of our revenue laws therelo,
&e. &e.

Upon a proposition to withdraw his amend-
ment from the diplomatic appropriation bill,
with a view to propose it as a substitute for
the revenue bill from the House, when that
should be taken up, Mr Walker addressed the
Senate at length in support of his proposition.
He was followed by Mr Hale in opposition.
Mr Hale was succeeded by Mr Butler, who
replied briefly to two points in Mr Dayton's
argument of yesterday, as to the power of
Congress “ to extend the constitution,” in the
manner proposed by Mr Walker's amendment,
over California and New Mexico. The South,
he said, asked not and had not asked, for any
thing beyond the protection of the confstitu-
tion! He contended that it was entirely com-
petent for Congress to extend certain provi-
sions of the coustitution, being, as it is, the
supreme law of the land, to these territories—

mental Jaw of the land, were so extended, on
the conclusion of the treaty with Mexico, by
which these territories were acquired. He
denied the power now to create these territo-
ries into States, but had been, he said, in fa-
vor of giving them the ordinary territorial gov-
ernments—meeling at once the question of the

compromises, which would not be regarded
by the North.

He was ready to accede to almost any mea-
sure which would give security to the territo-
ries and to every other portion of the Union.

Mr Webster replied briefly to a charge by

Mr Butler, that the North had broken faith
with the South.

The debate was further continued by Messrs
Walker, Webster, and Calhoun, until nearly
5 o'clock, when the Senate adjourned.

House of Representatives.—The most im-
portant business hefore the House to-day, was
the bill entitled  An act to establish a uni-
form rate of postage on letters, and to permit
newspapers to circulate free of postage within
the county in which they are printed ”

The bill was debated in committee of the
whole for two hours, when all further debate
was cul short by a resolution previously a-
dopted, and after voting down a proposition
to amend, the House ordered the bill to be en-
grossed and read a third time, and subsequent-
iy it was passed, and sent to the Senate for
their concurrence. :

On motion, the House again resolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of
the Union, (Mr Vinton in the chair,) and pro-
ceeded to the consideration of the bill reported
from the Committee on the Territories, to es-
tablish a territorial government for California.

The Clerk read the bill at length ; and, after
some time spent in conversational debate be-
tween the Chair, Messrs Chapman, Root,
Toombs, and others,

Mr Chapman proceeded to address the com-
mittee at length ; and at the conclusion of his

o

The bill was still farther debated, but with- |
out coming to any definite understanding the |

Saturpay, Feb. 24.— Senate —Mr Pearce |

plomatic appropriation bill, the question being |

indeed, that those provisions, as the funda- ;

proviso, and opposing also all patched up|

A debate followed, in which Megars Dot
I,g!ass, Downs, Berrien, Dayton, Foote, 4
' Underwood, participated, but withou any 8
tion the Senate took a iecess.

House of Representatives —The only },
'ness of importance before the House tods
was the bill for establishing a territorial g,
ernment in Upper California. The K
having gone into committee of the whole, iid
body was addressed on the above bil
'!Iength. by Messrs Stewart, of M ich;ﬁ

Gayle, of Alabama; Root, of Ohio; Ei 8
!of Maryland ; Lynde, of Wisconsin, and j
cock, of Virginia,

——

A TRIBUTE THAT WILL BE NOELY wogy,
IT Was NOBLY woN '—We find in the Ry
. more Sun, the following item i regard to thy
. Sword presented to Col. Gasroy Mrirgs, by
the citizens of our town:

Another pretty Sword —Messis. (Cap,
| Brother & Co., have just had manulactured g
, very handsome sword, gold monnted, 10 e
order of *citizens of Wilminglon, N ( +&
which bears the following inscription, show.
ing its destination :—**Presented to Lieu, ¢
Gaston Meares, of the Arkansas Regimen
Volunteers, by the cilizens of Wilmingg
North Carolina, as « token of their admin
| for his gallant services in the war with Vel

field,

. co, particularly at Buena Vista.”

GOV. SMITH.
From the Circular addressed by Gen. Sni}
' the Governor of California, to the Amenc
iConsuls on the Pacific, we have no doubt i
|is just the stuff the hero of Contreras ough
| be made of, and that he will justify the e
' pliment recently paid him in the Senate, whe
it was said that ** the times in California el
| pregnant with mischief, but dark and troubd8
as they may appear, the country may he ulf
| isfied, that in Gen. Smith, the present Gove
| nor of that territory, the Executive has js
| nished a man, fully competent to meet any+8
'mergency.” The Governor writes the (8
' suls, that the Gold Minesare public propery
and their violation by foreigners, not citizes
of the United States, will be severely puni<i8
ed and prohibited upon his arrival.
| ing of some 300 Americans was held at Jans
‘ma upon ils reception, which passed ol
11ions warmly applauding the conduct ti
Governor, and expressing their determinato
'to support him atall hazards. We challhs
some hotter work than mere gold digging®
. there shortly ; but “nous verrons.”

KISSING.

The Baltimore Sun says, that the stales
of its correspondent, a short time sinee, !
“ when a Baltimore girl is kissed, she !
she is taking ch{l&oform. and remains 78
sible as long as operation Jasts,” et
the following from dfer journals:

When a Buckeye girl is kissed, she ti
‘up her hands and ejaculates, ** bli~sful ™g
ments, how they fly I""— Cincinnati Times

When a Tesnessee girl is kissed, shed
claims, ** Now put that right back where}
got it from.—~ Tennessce paper. ]

When a Louisiana girl is kissed, #he I-';_
miffed and eays, ““I'd like to see you do ¥
| again—would.—=N. 0. Delta.

i Our North Carolina girls are parlicnfz_r
| fond of carrying out the criptaral doctr
'and when kissed on one ¢keek, they Ut

1latingly turn the other.

A mes

—

HIGH TARIFFS OBSOLETE.

We find in the Hartford Courant, a ¢!
from a ** distinguished gentleman” in Mas#
chusetts, to a ** dis]ingnished gf'n.ﬂt'l'l'laﬂ ;
Hartford, in reference to the amemImBHI :
Abbot Lawrence, as Secretary oi the Trea%
ry, under Gen. Taylor—an event which 3
writer anxiously hopes for. Our attenl
has been attracted to the matter, by the siag
ment of the writer that Mr Lawrence '}735 3
bandoned his high protective notions:
make the following exiract: bt M

» The fact unquestionably 1% Eifld o
Lawrence, however he may .ha\'e favered f:'
mer tariffs, and the protective F-}'S“!"‘,?’ o
mer days, £s not a high ta rrﬂ'rqiﬂ n. 1_ *’d;:l
of high tariffs hus coNe BY. They hay eu\-._,
their work ; they have given us the e r
skill, and concentrated the capital in :ﬁq
manner upon manufactures, that the c;m
can now hreast competition \rllhaf-_"_;q_‘
duties not higher than is needed fo i
purposes. There 7s no high fan-‘ﬂ';-;.{:“
the country. The Whig party —the Ffdg :
dy of New England ‘manufaciurers=0 |
desire a scale of duties higher than ¢ °" 3
age of the present tariff.” _

The ahove was undonbtedly writlen *
full knowledge of Mr. Lawrence’s "l?f;- |
the subject ; and it is an admission ?’h‘flf'ﬁ .
little expected from that quarter. The oy
high tariffs has indeed gone by, when i)
priest of New England federalism abju’®
faith! Noman o far behind the ag€ ‘:"n 2
to cling to the high protective policy T:eﬂ"
er again satisfactorily administer ll{e o1
department of this great m“mr)—-awia‘-‘
Lawrence, and his tariff compecrs, ar¢
season. The whigs may come inl0 }1"_8
but the democratic Bolicy will surviv
evenl.—Columbian Register.

Iron Warehouses for Cahform’a.-—-N:E '
glish paper mentions that Messrs. Jam:-l_ :
key & Co., of Liverpool, for the want O !
room for goods going out, gave a0 7 g
Messrs. T. Vernon & Co., for an lf"“.l ;
house with roof similar to those lufsegﬂ3 g
way stations. In the short space :d od 1
ing days they had it entirely erected?
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