
CAU'llON EXTRABat we were going to tell the AmericanFrom the Washington Union,upon the zeal and pertinacity displayed jn urLETTER FROM GEN. CASS.
We find in the Union of the 17th instant, aWILMINGTON JOMALi ercise of a great political power like this by a

legislature, deriving its existence from a writ-

ten instrument, ought not to depend on such
loose constructions. Nothing shows ihe well-ground-

ed

doubts'fTespecting this power better
than the very incertairity in'whicb we are in-

volved in tht-endeav- to maintain it by an
express constitutional grant And no won-

der that now, when peculiar circumstances
bring this question more forcibly than ever
before tbe country he true foundation of the

. A aa fcy th bum of CLJIPF hu mpt .
Ttfn ma of th name of 8. r. TowaMod, md uw!j
bum to put op SwfiariH, which they tall Dr.Towv
end's SsrMBarilta, denominating it OZJtfflJfK. fty..,

etc This Townsend U no doctor, ana never mi .
wag

formerly a worker on railroad, canal, aid the like. Yeth,,
uaiuiMi me uue or lr, lor ine pBrpoan or taming credit t
what ha 1 not. Thia is to e&atloa tha public aot to fc,
deceived, and purchase none hot the aEJfUIJfC ORlQf.
KAL OLD Dr. Jacob Townsead's 8artapariila, basing ,
It tha Old Dr's. likeness, his CunlTy coat of arms, and his
lixaatwe across the coat of arms.

Principal Office, 102 Jfatw$t JSfas Tarts. Cilf.

.V.

OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND
THE ORIGINAL DISCOVEBiR OF THE

Genuine Townsend Sarsaparilla.
Old Dr. Townsend in now about 70 rem of aee, and lit

lonf been known a the AUTHOR and DlSCOVERtlf
of Iho OEM-OUT- ORIQIJfAL. " TOITJfSEJfDAiR-SJJPARII.LA- .'

Being pour, he waa compelled to limit it
manufacture, by which meani it has heen kept out of mar
ket, and tbe sales circnmscnoea to uidh amy who nad
proved its worth, and known its value. It had reached
the ears of many, nevertheless, aa those persons who had
been healed of sore diseases, and saved from death, pro-

claimed its excellence nnd wonderful
HEALLNU JPUYVK.

Kiuiwlnf. atm r ae. that he bfid, bv his skin
science and experience, devised aa article which wotld be
ef incalculable advantage to mankind when tha means
would be furnished to bring it into universal notice, when
its inestimable virtues would be knows and appreciated.'
This time has come, the means are supplied ; this
QRAJfU AJfli UJft-HU.tl.l- rKK.rJIRJlTIOtf
is manufactured oa the largest scale, and is called foi
Ihronghout the length and breadth of the land, especially
as It is found incapable of degeneration or deterioration.

Unlike young S. P. Townsend' s, it improves with age, and
never changes, but fur the better : because it is prepared n
scientific principles by a scientific man. The highest knowl-
edge of Chemistry, and the latest discoveries of the art,
have all been brought into requisition in the manufacture
of the Old Dr's Sarsaparilla. The Sarsaparilla root, it is
well known to medical men, contain many medicinal pro-

perties, and some properties which gre inert or useless, anl
others, which if retained in preparing it for nse, produce
fermentation and acid, which Is injurious to the ysiem.
dome of the properties of Sarsaparilla are so volatile, that
they entirely evaporate and are lost ia the preparation, if

they are not preserved by a scientific process, known only
to those experienced in its manufacture. Moreover, theso
aolatiie principles, which fly off in vap tr, or as an exhala-

tion, under heal, are the very estentirU medical prupertie
nfthe root, which eive to it all iu value.
SOURING, FERMENTING, ACID "COM-

POUND" OF S. P. TOWNSEND,
ind yet he would fain have it understood that Old Dr. Jacob
I'nwnsend's Genuine Original Sarsaparilla, is an IMITA-
TION of his inferior preparation ! !

Heaven forbid that we shonld deal in an article which
would bear the most distant resemblance to S. P. Tows-send- 's

article! and which should bring down npon the Old
Dr. snch a mountain load of complaints and criminations
from Agents who have sold, and purchasers who have nsed
3. P. Townsend's FERMENTING COMPOUND.

We wish it understood, because it is the absolute truti.
that S. P. Townsend's article and Old Dr. Jacob Town-
send's Sarsaparilla are keaven-wid- c apart, and infinitely dis-
similar ; that they are unlike in every particular, having
not one single thing in common.

As 8. P. Townsend is no doctor, and never was, is ni
chemist, no pharmaceutist knows no more of medioine or
disease than any other common, unscientific, unprofessional
man, what guarantee can the public have that they are re-

ceiving a genuine scientirie medicine, containing all tha
virtues of tbe articles used in preparing it, and which are hi
capable of changes which might rendar them the AGENTS
of Disease instead of health.

Bat what else should be expected from one who knnwi
nothing comparatively of medicine or disease ! It requires
a ptrsun of some experience to cook and serve up even a
common decent nioal. How much more important is il irm
the persons who manufacture medicine, designed fur

WEAK STOMACHS AND ENFEEBLKD SYSTEMS,
should know well the medical properties of plants, tha
best manner f securing and concentrating their healing
virtues, also an extensive knowledge of the various diseases
which affect the human system, and how to adapt remedies
to these diseases !

It is to arrest frauds upon the unfortunate, to pour bain
inte wonnded humanity, to kindle hope in the despairing
bosnmv to restore health and bloom, and vigor Into lb
crushed and broken, and to banish infirmity that OLD DR.
JACOB TOWNSEND has SOUGHT and FOUND the op-
portunity and means to bring his

Grand Universal Concentrated
Remedy

within me reach, and to the knowledge of all wlw Mi it,
that they mar learn and know, by joyful experience, its

Transcendent Power to Heal.
Da. Jacob Towjisend. New Yoke, Oct. 5, .

Sia :On the 20th of July, 1847, 1 was again attacked
wilh rheumatism, and continued, under various prescrip-
tions, to grow worse fur at least two months. I became
entirely helpless, incapable oi feeding myself , or laming hi
bed. or helping myself any way.. In this state I continued
nniil January, 1843, when I began to mend a little acd i

gradually till the 1st May. This amendjient was
only so far as to be able to feed myself, though still incapa-
ble of getting ia or out of bed. or even turning in bid. I re-

mained ia this condition, with little or no change, until I
f;iidy despaired of gettfng about again this season. On the
2lst July, I was induced to try your Sarsaparilla ; on .he
24 lb, three days after taking tbe first dose, AROSE .V
BED. which I had not done before in ten mouths, and in
less than a week. I

WALKED ACROSS THE ROOM
with the aid of crutches. Since then, I have walked iu the
street : have gone alone from 36 Spruce-stree- t to the Park;
thence to Lovejoy's Hotel and back. 1 have been to SS
Nassau-stree- t two different times, and am now frequently
visiting my neighbors. During all this time, I have taken
but too sottlcs of Old Dr. Townsend's Sarsaparilla. Oct. 4.
1 procured another bottle y (5th Oct.) I walked twice
across the floor without the aid of cratches. I have also
nearly recovered from obstruction of water, which pave me
great distress. The pain tn my back has likewise left aie.
I and my family have no earthly reason to ascribe my re-

covery to anv other eantte but to
OLD DR. JACOB TOn'JTSEJVD'S SARSAPARILLA.

ALEX. WELSH. 36 Spruce st
P. S. Several aula physicians despaired of my ever walk

Ing or even raising myself from my bed again.
Principal Office 102 Nassau-st- r t. N. Y. I'il

Any person can boil or stew me root Uli they get a dark
olored liquid, which is more from Ihe coloring matter Ia

the root than from any thing else; they cm then strain
this Insipid or vapid Kqui I, sweeten with our mol--ss- e,

jnd then c:tll il " SAUS.U'A III LI.A EXTKACT or
But Mirh is not the article knov n attie

GENUINE OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND'S
SARSAPARILLA.

This is o prepared, that all the inert prnperiies of the
Sarsaparilia root are tint rviuoveti, et ery thing capable f
becomine acid or of fermentation, is extracted and rejected;
then every particle of medical virtue is secured in a Dure
nd concentrated liirui ; and thus il i rendered inca (table of

losing any of its valuable and healins properties. Prepared
in this way, it is made the must powerful a rent in tbe

Cure of innumerable diseases- -
Hence the reason why ive hear coiiiiuend.ilions oa everv

side in its f4vor by men, wonu, und children. Ws find it
doing wonders in the cure of
CO.YSU.VPTJO.Y, D YSPEPSIA, and LIVER CO.V--

ri1IJrr, and in RHEUMATISM, SCROFULA,
PILES, COSTrE.YES'S. all CUTA.YKOUS KRVP- -
TICKS, PIMPLES, BLOCTUES, and all nneclioni
arising from

1A1PURITY OF THE BLOOD.
It possesses a tncaev in aii cnitiitlaints arisim

from Indigestion, Oou Acidity f tjie Stomach, from unequal
circulation, determination .f Hood to the head, palpitation
of lbe heart, cold feel and hands, cold chills aud hot flushes
over the body, it has not its equal in Ctlis and Cougks ;
and promotes easy expectoration and gentle prriiriitkm,
relaxing tincture of the lungs. ilir.ic aud evpry other part.

Hot in nothing Uits excellence more uitiiifelly seen and
acknorvlt-dge- !bnn iu all kind and Unee nf

tKMALL. COMPLAINTS.
It works wonders ia ca.es of '.ar .1lin,s or Whites. Pall

ing oftMe H'ons, Obstructed, Suppressed, or Painful Menses,
Irregularity of lbe mcnslr-.u- l riods, and the like ; and
is asetiecMtal is curing nil tlie forms of Aidney Diseases.

By removing obstruction, and lbe general
system, it gives tone and strength to the whole bodyraud
thus cure aii forms of '

lNerrous diseases and debility,
and thus prevents or relieves a ereat variety of wther mala
dies, as Spinal irritation. .Vetragia, St. fit' Danes'
Swooning, Epileptic Fits, Convulsions, fee.

Ilcleajise the blood, excites the liver to healthy action,
tones the stomach, and gives g'XK) digestion, relieves the
bowels of torpor and conitinalion. allays inflaiimation,
purifies the skin, equalise the circulation of tb blood,
producing gentle warmth eqnally aii over the body, and
the insensible perspiration ; rel.ixes ail strictures and tight-
ness, removes nil obstrnctxins, aad Invigorates the enure'
nervous system. Is not this thea
The medicine vou pre-eminent- ly need t

But cn any of these things be said of S. P. Townsend's
inferior article ? This vonns man Uqaid is not to be

COMPARED WITH THE OLD DR'S,
because o( one GRAND FACT, that the uue is LNCAPA
BLt of DETEUIO RATION, and

NEVER SPOILS,
white the other DOES ; souring, fermenting, and Ucvinf
the tollies containing it iato fragments ; the sour, acid llquitf
exploding, and daivaging other goods : Must not this horri-
ble compound he poisonous to the system 1 Wkat I put
acid into a system already diseased antk atid ! W hat causes
Dyspepsia bat acid I Do we not all know that when food
sours in our stomachs, what mischiefs it produces I flatu-
lence, heartbura, palpitation of lbe heart, liver cauplaiat,
diarrhea, dysentery, colic, and corruption of tbe Mood I
What is Scrofula but an acid humor ia the body 1 What
produces all the humors which bring oa Eruptions of ths
Skin, Scald Head, Salt K he urn, Erysipelas, While Swell
lugs. Fever Sores, and all ulcerations ialereal and external!
It Is nothing under heaven, but an acid substance, which
soars, and Utus spoils all ths fluids of ths body, mora or
less. What causes Kheoataiism but a soar or scid fluid
which insinuates itself between ihe joints and elsewhere,
torltatisg and Inflaming ths delicate tissues upon which il
acts ? So of nervous diseases, of impurity of the blood, ot

ranged circulations, and nearly ail the aiUusnu which
afflict human nature.

Mow Is it not hrribio to ni&ka and sell, and infnitslf
lo ass tats

For ale in Wilmington, N. C hf
" WM. H. LIPP1TT,

Druggist tad Chemist.
Mareh 2, 1849 25-l- y

WORM MEDICINES.

Just received. 12 dox. Poerr'fe Dead Shot; 6

dox Fahnstock,s Vermifuge- -
For saw by irr 4

Druggist & Chemist

HOW IT IS DONE.
" If it were done, when 'tis done, then 'twere well
It were done quickly." Shakspeare. .

"

1 I have seen your Hon and your tiger; and
now, Bul darn you, show me the grand car-rave- n.

Mrs. Squeers.

It is important for every inquisitive mind to
understand tbe whys and the wherefores of
this much abused and tolerably dusty world.
Eve ate a spanking apple from the forbidden
tree, that she might know . as much as his
snaheship ; and she gave Adam tbe core, that
he might know a few, of the mysteries also.
Adam was asleep when m entered Eden ; and
being suddenly aroused, he ate the core of the
deadly fruit with such avidity that it stuck in
his thorax ; and his descendants, who have all
his deformities, have a bunch about the wind-pin- e

which is known as " Adam's A puis
even unto this day. This bunch is larger or
smaller, as men come nearer to or recede from
lbe standard of Adam after his fall ; and wher-
ever it is found to perfection, look out for
craftiness, and sly reynard's other valuable
qualities. .We could pointto individuals who
hold high places at the seat of the general go
vernment to prove our assertions ; but a wink
is as good as a nod, and those who want faith
may look after it in the Post Office.

It is a great thing to know how to do a
thing. An old purser of our acquaintance
used to say that he cared but little how much
a man drank, provided he carried his liquor
well. That is it Caesar, we believe, took
great pains to arrange his cloak and die grace-
fully by Pompey's statue ; and celebrated cri-
minals, whose names have made them a kind
of mouldy immortality, take particular pains
to mount the scaffold without a tear, and to
die without a groan. Some people have their
gifts ; some men are cut out to be marshals of
the day, sealers at funerals, captains of hun-
dreds, and foremen of grand inqnests. Spokes-
men, and fuglemen, come not by observation,
but are born for their stations. " Ocr Tru-
man," for instance, never could have perform-
ed lbe duties of fugleman of the Rough and
Ready Club of this city, even at $20 a day
and found, unless he had been created for
such an occasion ; nor could he have acquired
such omnipotence with the Octemviri, unless
he had been possessed of a congenial spirit,
and an amiable faculty for worming in and
out of a very small hole, like that beautiful
specimen of animated nature known in the
western forests as the " Hoodie Bug."

" I have often heard of crevices, but never
before of such an one as they have at New
Orleans," said Mrs. Partington ; and we have
often heard of keeping pledges, but never of
such a way of keeping them as has been adop
ted by the Second Washington and his per
feet band of admirers, in this heroic age.
Well may they want more organs to play
iheir choice medlev of discordant tunes, and
well may Ihey keep the great king-mak- er un
der constant pay to do Ihem those little servi
ces which tell when lbe account is rendered,
like the items of the bill of Mr. Morris Brown
in the pages of the " Disowned."

But we set out to tell how it is done Well,
then, we are advised that the cabinet seldom
meets the Old Hero as a cabinet without hav
ing first had a private consultation at the State
Department, for the purpose of uniting upon
ihe questions which they know from the cor
responuence that reaches them must come
up for consideration and decision on the snc
ceeding day. In the old wainscottrfd room
where a Forsyth, a Webster, and a Calhoun
have writlen themselves up or down to pos
terity, as Providence disposes, the stormy sev
en meet to equalize favors and regulate pat
ronage: their watch-wor- d being, as we have
been informed, " each one for himself, and
the devil for 11s all."

Here, alter wrangling, log-rollin- g, hair
splitting, and sweating, with much hard swear
ing, deeds are said to be determined upon
verdicts are made and judgments agreed upon
which are entered the next day at the green
table of the Second Washington, as though
they never had been thought of until the mo
ment of recording. And the best of the joke
is, that ihe Old Hero knows nothing about the
caucuses, and thinks that he has the most
amiable, concilialoiy, and unanimous cabinet
ot any rresident, not even excepting his co
temporary and humble imitator, Louis Napo- -

Jeon ot r ranee.
The appointment of Mr. Fenton, publisher

01 the late National Vhig the epitaph o
which reads in this wise :

" Siiice I was so quickly done for,
I wonder what I was begun for"

gives great satisfaction. It is said that it was
determined upon after the loss of the General's
favorite cow he having heard that the Isle
of Wight was famous for " Cowesand a mar-
ket" and that F. knew new milk from skim- -
milk as well as the best of them. We are
glal that he is over tbe " Hill of difficulty" at
last ; and if he could only give the editor and
the original subscriber, who seem to be foot-tie- d

upon the borders of Canaan, a gentle
shove, we think it would be a glorious con-
summation, and one well calculated to ease
the mind of this communit'.

The way the great political disavvoinlment
has operated upon the clique of Georgetown
of last, is melancholy and distressing. We
understand lhat it has occasioned the cutting
down the pole of whigery " smack and clean;"
and that the previous relics have been distrib-
uted, !ike the hairs of Old Whitey'stail, among
the faithful, with the charge lo " remember
the Mill-bo- y of the Slashes, and put no confi-
dence in men of Belial again ;" for, as the Se-

cond Washington justly observes, "in this
administration every thing goes down and
then comes up."

The late letter of Mr. Premier Clayton to
his friends at home, appealing lo Ihe vicinage
10 sustain him from the indignation of an in
censed and outraged people, is a gem, and
when put beside his speech in the Senate lau
datory of General Taylor as a candidate for
Ihe presidency, in which he 6ays the Old He
ro will have no friends lo reward and no ene
mies 10 punisn, presents such a splendid spe
cimen of inconsistency, uncertainty, and ab-
surdity, lhat we think, if he did nothing else,
he would go down to posterity, like Lord Tim-
othy Dexter, remarkable for his simplicity
and his luck. .

For conciseness, however, the Secretary of
the Navy has borne off the palm from all an-
tiquity or futurity. He might, however, have
saved some few words in his letter to the com-
mittee of Delaware on the state of the Union
generally, and American independence in par-
ticular. He might have said, " I have reciev-e- d

your letter." This would have embraced
the sense of his despatch, and would have
equalled a celebrated despatch once written
by a learned gentleman to a learned constitu
ency in New York, to wit :

" Vv em, wkli, wici,
Warian."

Old Whitey is the greatest lion now in
Washington; his laurels rest upon a stable
foundation, and are as green as United States
grass can make them.

The groom, as we are informed, however,
has no sinecure ; he has to watch his tail as
closely as a hen watches her chicken when
the hawk is in the sky with blood upon his
beak. Ladies and gentlemen press for his
hairs with a pertinacity seldom equalled, and
if they are not gratified, turn away with a
look of touching sadness which brings tears
into the eyes of every beholder.

Old Whitey is peculiarly marked. He is
white where every other white horse is black.
and is in bad health. Why . he was brought
on here is a matter which we cannot certain-
ly fathom ; but we presume time, that great
exsoser of all secrets, will tell the tale. Some
think he is to accompany the Second Wash-
ington in his northern tour to Bangor, and
others think he is designated as the member
of the cabinet who is to dispense the horsevi- -
ialities of the capital to the American people.
At any rate ne is a norsa with funny marks
about him, and, those who want to ride him
may do so for aught we care. We stay dis-
mounted, unless a better steed is presented for
our use.

people how it is done. Well, then, pretty much
everything is done by backbiting and quibbling,
and he who gets an office never receives that
which he applied for, and'wonders, when all
is over, bow be happened to get what he got.
The Second Washington, who has removed
Col. Weller from the Mexican boundary com-

mission and put Col. Fremont in his place,
when asked if there had heen any charges
preferred against Col. Weller, replied : " 1

don't know that that is altogether a proper
question for me to answer. I don't put my-
self on the stand about such matters." We
think when the Senate comes together, and
this removal and appointment comes up, he
will " be put upon the stand," and be put to
his trumps, too. Tickling tbe great Missou-ria- ti

is not going to secure his vote, if we know
anything about him ; and if it does, it will
drive off others sufficient to make matter for
cool reflection all about the board in December
next.

We notice that relatives of members of the
Senate are freely provided for without distinc
tion of party, and that wherever our Truman
makes his mark, something slicks closer than
adhesive plaster.

The Philadelphia ban whose beams of
heavenly effulgence illuminate and fructify the
City of Brotherly Love, where they never burn
churches, nor have fire riots, and where juries
never let on rowdies because they are respec-
table is horrified (so says thergan) at the
" heroic age." We are horrified at it our-
selves, and with the blessing of God and a
clear conscience, we hope to see the last num
ber of the Pnitodelphia Sun and of lbe "he- -
rc ic age at precisely the same hour, wnicn
we trust will be half past 12 at night in the
year of our Lord 1852, greens or no greens,
" and may the Lord have mercy on their
souls"

The Sun threatens us with Judge Parsons
an i his peculiar decisions. We think, if the
bun is decided not to be a " nuisance in Phil
adelphia, that even our contemporaries might
circulate there unharmed by anyone, though,
as they are the organs of a " green age," tbey
nvght come under the denomination of " un-

healthy vegetables," especially in the " huck-
leberry" time. Thank God, " the alien and
sedition laws" are repealed. If, however, any
of our federal contemporaries are desirous of
reviving them again, we can only say that
they will die suddenly with the " gutty gum-bang- o?

and be rejoiced over by the people as
the last supporters of tbe

"HEROIC AGE."

RT1PTJFATP! POTTRT
The Arguments of Counsel having closedn -

before this Tribunal, the following Opinions
have been Delivered, viz :

By Ruffin, C. J. In Sutton v. Robeson
from Bladen, reversing the judgment, and di
rpr.lin a venire dp. nnvn. Also, in Sfnrrtivan
v. Davis, from Anson, affirming the judgment
below. Also, trump v. lhomp?on, fiom Da-
vidson, reversing the judgment, and directing
a venire de novo. Also, in Den ex dem, John
son v. Bradley, from Edgecombe, affirming the
judgment below. Also, in Albritton v. Sut-
ton, from Gieene, affirming the decree with
costs. Also, in State v. Black, from Rocking-
ham, declaring that there is error in the judg-
ment below. Also, in State v. Dempsey, from
Bertie, declaring that there is no error in the
conviction, and that the sentence ought to
stand. Also, in Snowdon t;. Banks, from
Pasquotank, affirming the decree with costs.
Also, in Dobson v. Prather, in Equity from
Surry, reversing the decree with costs, &c.

By Nash, J. In Brown v. Hitton, from
Craven, affirming the judgment below. Also,
in State v. Howell, from Granville, declaring
that there is no error in the record and pro-
ceedings of the Superior Court. Also, in Al-fo-

rd

v. Alford, in Equity, from Robeson, dis-
missing tbe bill with costs. Also, in Stamper
v. Hawkins, in Equity, from Granville, diiec-lin- g

a decree for the plaintiff for $303 and in-

terest, &c. Also, in Doe ex dem, Meredith r.
Anders, from Bladen, affirming the judgment
below. Also, in Flinn t. Anders, from Bla-
den, affirming the judgment below. Also, in
Hill v. Jackson, from Randolph, affirming the
judgment below. Also, in State v. Bogue,
from Perquimons, declaring that there is no
error in the proceedings of the Superior Court.
Also, in State v. Long, from Martin, declaring
that there is no error in the proceedings be-

low. Also, in Stafford v. Newsom, from
Montgomery, reversing the judgment, and
awardins a venire de novo. Also, in Hawkins
v. Simmons, in Equity, from Halifax, dismis- -
binfr UJe DU1 wim costs.

By Pearson, J. In Elliott v. Norcom.frora
Chowan, affirming the judgment. Also, in
fl l. fi V.naugnion v. cayiey, irom Gertie, reversing
ine judgment and directing a venire de novo.
Also, in Doe ex dem, Etheridge v. Ashbee,
from Currituck, reversing the judgment below
anu airecting judgment here for Plaintiff Al-
so, in Darden v. Joyner, from Greene, judg
ment below reversed and judgment here for
defendBnt. Also, in Hardison v. Benjamin,
from Martin, affirming the judgment. Also,
in Den ex dem, Adderton v. Melchor, from
Stanly, affirming the decision below. Also, in
State v Rohbins, from Edgecombe, declaring
that there is error, and directing judgment for
the State. Also, in Snow v. Witcher, from
Surry, reversing tbe judgment and directing a
venire de novo. Also, in State v. Riddick,
from Gates, declarine that there is no prror.
Also, in Hall Lodge v. Matthews, in Equity,
from Currituck, dismissinc the hill with ensfs
Also, in Lindsay v. Hogg, in Equity, from
Guilford, directing a reference to the Master.
Also, in Williams v. Williams, in Eouiiv. from
Greene, dismissing the bill wilh costs. Also,
in State v. Stewart, fiom Nasb, declaring that
there is no error in the record and proceeding
of the Superior Court. Also, in Burton v.
Stamper, in Equity, from Granville, dismissing
the bill wilh costs. Also, in Taylor v. Tay-
lor, in Equity, from Nash, dismissing the bill
with costs. Also, in Guthrie . Sorrell's heirs,
in Equity, from Buncombe, dismissing the bill
wilh costs, but without prejudice. Also, in
Mcfntosh v. Bruce, from Moore, reversing
the ju igment and directing a venire de novi.
Also, in Burns v. Allen, from Anson, directing
a venire ae novo. Also, in Kiddick v. Sauer-fiel- d,

from Gates, reversing the judgment and
awarding a rcm"r de novo. A'so, in State v.
McCanless & Martin, from Surry, directing a
venire de novo. Also, in Brown v. Clegg, in
Equity, from Chatham, dismissing the bill
with costs. Also, in Coffield v. Warren, in
Equity, from Chowan, reversing the decree,
with directions to refer the cauA for an o.
count Raleigh Register.

Law Notice.
THE subscriber has resumed the duties of his

arid will ha fan ml t Ki .nffi...a - " VUIVV VU
the corner of Second and Princess streets, Nix-on- 's

basement.
ED. CANTW ELL.

Wilmington, N. C, March, 1849.
.Having established an Acenpv in iKa !lv

of Washington, be is prepared to give prompt at-
tention to all claims for Extra Pty, Mileage, Sub-
sistence, &c, growing oat of the late wara wilh
Mexico and Great Britain, and under the varioua
Pensions and Bounty Laws passed to encourage
enlistments iu tbe Regular Army and Volunteer
Service. .

WASHINGTON HOTEL,
(LATE HANOVER HOUSE,)

Fsost Stksst, WiutursTo. N. C.
THIS HOUSE has lately bees ed, un-

der the superinteodaace of tha undersigned, who
have given it a thorough overhauling, and newly
furnished it throughout. They pledge themselves
that nothing shall be wanting, on their part, to
render the patron satisfied and comfortable.

Their Table and Chambers are as well famish-
ed, and attended on by as faithful servant, as can
be found in any other Hotel in the Southern States.

The Omnibus will be found ready at the Cars
and Steamboats, carry ing: baggage, free, to and
fiom the Hotel.

HUTCHINS & MASALON
January 19, 1849 -19- -lyue

ging this measure under these circumstances,
and augur from them tbe worst consequences.

These are my sentiments, iney win give
offence to many, and will expose me to much
obloquy. But I do not hesitate tnus openly
to avow them ; for every public man who is
not prepared to take a decided part agreeably
to his convictions in times like these, is not
prepared to discharge one of the first duties
which belongs to his position. V To insure
domestic tranauilitv." in tbe words of the con
stitution, was one of the great motives of the
people of the United States in the organization
of their present government. Measures which
may endanger that tranauility sboull be scru
tinized with great caution, and never adopted
but in the las! necessity, and then with great
reluctance.
I am, dear sir, with great regard, truly yours,

LEW. UA&S.
Thomas Ritchie, Esq.

f CIRCULARS.

Fellw -- citizens of the 1th Congressional
District Carolinian of the 30th June,
contains an article which is calculated to in-

jure me in the estimation of bolh of the great
political parties of the District. It represents
roe as a seceder from the whig party, using
the following language : " Ever since Mr.
Keid lelt the whig party, &c. An open,
manly charge, could have been met b)' a
prompt and unequivocal denial. The para-
graph is so worded ae lo convey the idea that
tbe fact charged is a matter of notoriety. The
charge is false and unfounded ; and I am in
formed that the Carolinian will explain it in
the next issue of that paper. Masy who have
seen the paragraph, may never meet with the
explanation, and justice to myself requires
that my defence should be as widely extended
as the accusation.

Mr. Ashe stated in several of his addresses
to the people of Columbus and Robeson, that
I was brought out by the whigs of Fayeite-vill- e,

and he grounded the charge upon n re-

mark he declared was made to him by Col.
Alex. Mnrchison, soon after bis nomination,
" That Mr. Ashe's whig enemies in Fayette- -

ville would bring out either me, or another
democrat of Cumberland, in opposition.'' Be-

low is appended tbe certificate of Col. Mnrchi-
son, it speaks for itself. The whigs of Fay-ettevil- le

know me loo well lo make any im-

proper advances of lhat kind ; and I have too
much respect for ihem, to suppose that they
would lend themselves to such a project ; and
can say that the other democrat alluded to
would not for a moment countenance it.

I appear before you, fellow-citizen- s, as a
candidate for Congress, m the exercise of a
right which I enjoy in common with every
other freeman. I have a right to present my
claims you have the power to grant or to
withhold your favors. 1 have always been a
democrat, and defer greatly to lbe first claims
of party ; but party dictation may become ty-

rannical, and interfere --with the unalienable
rights of a freeman. I do not regard the Clin
ton Convention as an authoritative declaration
of the wishes of the democratic party. I
know that the nomination of Mr. Ashe has
not met with favor and approbation from
large poriion of

.
the political parly with which

f T 1 1 S -
we act, ana 1 inmK 1 can succeed in snowing,
to any unprejudiced mind, that I am under no
obligations to abide by the Clinton nomina-
tion ; and I am confident that the verdict of
the people at the polls in August will ratify
what I say, unless the slanders of the malevo-
lent should succeed in fastening upon your
minds the belief that lam a whig, a charge to
which my whole life and political course em-

phatically give ihe lie. I regret tbe occasion
which has called for this circular. I am not
warring against but for the democratic parly,
and lime will show who is the true friend and
beet entitled lo your confidence. Whatever
may be the result of this canvass, I sha'l be
found, as heretofore, the advocate of those
principles for which we have heretofore con-
tended logelher. The head and front of my
offending is, that, yielding to the solicitations
of my friends, I have presumed lo declare my-
self as a free and independent candidate, soli-

citing the votes of freemen. With you abides
tbe result. DAVID RE1D.

July 12, 1849.

Mr. Reid: You inform me that Mr. Ashe,
in his addresses to the people of the District,
has stated lhat before you declare 1 yourself a
candidate, that I said, you or another demo-
crat of Cumberland would be brought out in
opposition by his (Mr. Ashe's) whig enemies
in Fayettevil'e. I did not use such language
to Mr. Ashe be must be laboring under er-

ror. I could not have said so I know noth-
ing of the movements of ihe whig party.

ALEX. MURCHISON.
July 12, 1849.

Fatette ville, July 12.
Mr. Bayne : Understanding on yesterday

morning, that my opponent, Mr. Reid, inten-
ded to issue a circular, I have remaioed in
Fayelteville to the disappointment of my
friends in other places, to see what he could
or might aliedge in favor of his course. Al
last the mountain, after much and heavy la
bor, has bionght fortb what ? A statement
from Col. Alex. Mnrchison, that I must have
misapprehended the tenor of a conversation
which passed between us in the town of Wil-
mington, on the evening of Tuesday, the 5th
of June. It may be as the Colonel has stated,
that I " was in error." I have loo good an
opinion of Col. Mnrchison as a high-minde- d

and honorable gentleman, to suppose for a
moment that he would certify to what he did
not believe to be true. Either he or I must
be mistaken, and we are no doubt both honest
in oar apprehensions of the character of ihe
conversation ; and I most confidently state
lhat tbe mistake must be on the Colonel's part.
At any rate, Col. Murchison, with his charac-
teristic candor, will admit that I offered to re-

fer the whole matter of the mooted conversa-
tion to a most respectable gentleman, Mr.
Nicholas N. Nixon, of the county of New
Hanover, and agreed to abide by whatever
might be his recollection of what was the
true character of our conversation.

- WM. S. ASHE.

Robbing an Editor. Rather Apochry-pha- l.

A St. MaryV correspondent of tbe
New Orleans Delta mentions a report that a
robbery had been committed upon an editor in

that place, and thus reasoneth :

Dennett, of the Banner, must be an eco-

nomical and industrious man, and a good col-

lector, for he says that he had. on going to
roost, on the night of the 30th ultimo, a new
pair of unmentionables, and in the same a sil-

ver watch, gold key, gold pen and silver case,
a Congress knife, and seventy dollars in cash.
My eyes ! what a stock on hand for an edi
tor ! Well, some midnight assassin, instiga-
ted, no doubt, by the devil, (for how else could
he have surmised that an editor had so much
money,) entered his room at the dread hour of
midnight, (more or less,) and stole and carried
away his all ! The morning found poor Den-

nett pen-les- s, knife-les- s, watch and key-les- s,

money-les- s, and breeches-less- . But here is
the greater wonder of all he still continues
his paper, has got another knife and pen, says
the new breeches he has on are his, and has
actually been seen with money ! Suspicious
circumstances, truly. I beg leave to submit a
few practical observations, and will then con-

clude this part of the discourse.
First Highly improbable that an editor had

at one time so much money and other proper-t- y.

; .

Second If he did have it, would he not
have slept with his breeches on ?

Third If he had it and lot it, the want of
tie would have stopped his press-sunle- ss,

Fourth His sympathising: friends bad re-

garded this as locofoco persecution, and got
up a half-dim- e subscription in his behalf, and
thus relieved his embarrassments. -

Punch says he knows a man so fat that they '

grease wagon wheels with his shadow.

letter from this distinguished statesman, ad-

dressed to the editor of that paper. The letter

occupies some three column j of the Union,

and as the first part of it mainly relates to cer-

tain conversations between Gen; Cass and
Col. Webb, of the N. Y. Courier & Enquirer,
of comparatively little interest to our readers,
we think it sufficient to say that Gen Cass re
affirms his belief in, and adhesion to, the doc-

trines of the Baltimore Convention, upon the
subject of the veto power of internal im

provements by the general government, and
of the tariff. He considers that " the consti-

tution does not confer upon the general gov-

ernment the power to commence and carry on

a general system of internal improvements ;"
he voted for the tariff of '46, arid adheres to
ths revenue principle and h thinks the veto
power a sound conservative feature in our
government. Perhaps we should have stated
that this letter was elicited by an implied
charge of inconsistency contained in a corres
pondence of Col. Webb, Editor of tbe New
York Courier & Enqairer, furtushed to that
paper from Chicago, which chy the Colonel

visited on his tour through the Lakes. In that
correspondence the writer, after praising Gen.
Cass personally, said that, although if elected

he would no doubt have carried out the Dem

ocratic platform, still he believed that in heart
he was as good a whig as he (Col. Webb,)
was. It was to reoel any sucn cnaree or

a -

suspicion that this letter was written by Gen

eral Cass. Upon the Wilmot Proviso, we

give his words entire. It will be seen that he
adonis the constitutional eronnd that Loneress.j - 0 t.

has no right to interfere on the slavery ques-

tion. What a contrast does his position afford

to that of Col. Benton. The following is that
part of the letter which relates to the Wilmot
Proviso: '.

The other proof of insincerity, as I have al
ready stated, is drawn from ihe fact that in
my letter to Mr. Nicholson 1 look ground
aeainst the Wilmot Proviso, excluding slave
ry bv law from the territories, and now be
lieve that slavery, with or without that restric
lion, will not be established there. And the
wonder is gravely expressed how I could
write that letter and the letter of three lines to
the Chicaeo Convention, and vet claim the
character of an honest man. It is a much gra
ver wonder to me, how intelligent ediiors of
public papers, whose influence on public opin
ion is so great, should venture thus to deal
even with a political opponent, in utter disre
gard of his true position. It will not surprise
you, but it will many, who have viewed my
course only in a party aspect, to be told that
in that very letter to Mr Nicholson I express-
ly Mated my opinion to be, that slavery would
never extend to California or New Mexico ;

and that " the inhabitants of those regions,
whether they depend on their ploughs or their
herds, cannot be slaveholders " I quoted with
full approbation the opinions of Mr. Bucha-
nan and of Mr. Walker, the former of whom
says: "It is morally impossible, therefore,
that a majority of the emigrants to that portion
of tbe territory south of 36 30 will ever re-

establish slavery within its limits.'' Mr Wal-
ker maintains that, " beyond the Rio del
Norte slavery will not pass, not only because
it is forbiddea by law, but because the color-
ed race there preponderates in tbe ratio of ten
to one over the whites; and holding, as they
do, the government and most of the offices in
their possession, they will not permit the en-

slavement of any portion of the colored race,
which makes and executes the laws of the
country." And to these remarks I add : The
question, it will therefore he seen on exami-
nation, does not regard the exclusion of sla-

very from a region where it now exists, but a
prohibition against it? introduction where it
does not exist, and where, from the feelings
of the inhabitants, and the laws of nature, "it
is morally impossible," as Mr. Buchanan says,
"that it can ever re establish itself." 1 have
never uttered to a human being a sentiment in
opposhian to these views. And subsequent
events, the events indeed of every day, con
firm their justice, and render it impossible that
slavery should be in the region
ceded to us by Mexico. Such is the general
opinion in the S ates, among
those who are most attached to the compromi-
ses of the constitution, and most determined
to maintain them. And I do not doubt but
there are many persons in the Southern States
who resist the Wilmot Proviso with all their
power, as.offensive to the feelings and injuri-
ous to the rights of the South, but who still
believe it is a question rather of principle than
of action, and that circumstances are preparing
an exclusion which Congress has no right to
pronounce.

In the view here taken, the effort to engraft
the Wilmot Proviso upon an act of Congress,
even if Congress had the requisite power, is a
useless attempt to direct the legislation of the
country to an object which would be just as
certainly attained withont it. If Congress
have not the power, as I believe they have
not, in common with a large portion of the
people, it becomes worse than useless by be-

coming unconstitutional. And in addition to
this, it is peculiarly offensive to one-ha- lf of
the Stales of the Union, who see in it an at-

tempt to circumscribe their rights, and to mor-
tify their pride of character. No man can
look at the signs oi tbe times without, being
satisfied that the prosecution of this question
is producing the worst state of feeling ; and
thought trust that happen what may, our
Southern brethren will still cling to the Union,
equally their ark of safety and ours, still there
are evils short of a separation which : every
good citizen should seek to avoid. He should
seek to avoid all occasions of unfriendly feel-
ings : to avoid as far as may be the agitation
of questions hostile to the sentiments or inter-
ests of different sections of the country, and
thus tending, to array:, one of them against
another. - There is enough passing in the Old
World and if there were not, there is enough
passing around us to teach us the inestima-
ble value of our institutions, and that these
ought not to he hazarded by internal dissen-sions.'- as

unnecessary in their origin as they
are portentous in their consequences.

So much for the expediency of urging a
measure thus advocated and opposed. But
beyond this question is a still more important
one in a constitutional government, and that'
is the power of Congress to legislate over the
subject ; and this must be settled affirmatively
before the propriety of legislative action can
be considered. lam not going over this ground
at present. 1 have already touched upon it in
my letter to Mr. Nicholson, and I shall pro-
bably have an opportunity of expressing my
sentiments more fully at tbe next session of
Congress.

I shall content myself with presenting a few
general remarks here, as the subject lies in
my way. There is one important considera-
tion which meets us at the very threshold of
this inquiry : there is no express power in
Congress to legislate over the territories to be
found in tbe constitution ; for I believe it is
now generally conceded as indeed it must be

that the power to dispose of and make need
ful rules and regulations for the territory and
vincr.jrrupejiu vj wie ujiuea viaies contains no
grant power over persons upon
such property either within or without the re-
spective States. And if it does in the one, it
must in the other , for these words are equal-
ly applicable to the territory and other pro-
perty of the United States, wherever situated.
But there are some five or six provisions in
the constitution whence the power is sought
to be deduced some persons deriving it from,
one clause, and some frpm another ; while
each is more fortunate in showing where it
docs not, than where it does ex;st,. The ex
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Ahnexatiom A Niw Issue. 'In the our

nal before the last, we published a letter from

General Scott, taking ground in favor of the
annexation of Canada to the United Stales.
This, we believe, is the first public and open
avowal of such a policy directly emanating
from any prominent man in either political
party. There can be little doubt that such an
event has been contemplated as a possibility
by no means remote ; and, indeed, no man of
common discernment can have closely watch-
ed the tendency of affairs during the last fif-

teen or twenty years, and failed to perceive
the rapid progress of the . British possessions
in North America towards their "manifest
destiny," either as an independent nation, or
aa integral component of the great American
system. Still, the subject is surrounded wi:h
so many difficulties, that the very boldest
statesmen have failed to approach it, even in

words, while to the South it is, and always
" has been, a subject of well grounded dread

and apprehension. The annexation of the
British possessions on the ' North, without
some corresponding acquisition on the Soub,
would at once be fatal to the influence and
rights of the Southern States ; and even then
it would be fraught with manifold dangers
and difficulties, arising from the peculiar char
acter of the people, and of the government
which has so long subsisted in those provin
ces. Although living close neighbors to the
States, the Canadians, both of '.he French and
English parties, are essentially Europian in
their notions of government. The system of
centralization, and the doctrine of the omnip
otence of Parliament, or of the general gov
ernment, are fundamental principles interwo-
ven with the very being of a Canadian. It
can require little reflection to convince any
one that a people with these views and preju-

dices must necessarily form an unharmonious
element in a government of limited powers
and delegated authority ; and when, to this
consideration is added the fact, that Canada
has for years past been the very hot bed of
abolitionism and the receptacle of runaway
slaves from various parts of the Union, its
danger to the South may the more readily be
estimated. That section of the Union which
can only look to the rigid observance of the
Statesright principle of the constitution for its
safety and protection, cannot but regard with
jealousy the introduction of an element with
strong centralizing tendencies, especially when
those tendencies are to be directed by a spirit
of hostility to the institutions of the South.
We would conclude this article by asking, in
the language of the N. Y. Herald : " Why has
the opinion of General Scott been asked and
promulgated at this particular time ? Can it
he that this is the beginning of a movement
to place him before the people as the whig
candidate for the presidency in 1852 ? We
will not say that it is ; but it certainly looks a
little like it. The annexation of that vast ter-

ritory would certainly be a splendid and very
taking" issue or which to go into a general

election. The Courier and Enquirer of this
city, which has always been favorable to the
claim of General Scott to the Presidency,
endorses his opinions in full. But no matter
what the design may be, if any really exist,
we shall watch it closely, and report progress
from day to day. One thing, however, is ce-

rtainthat the annexation of Canada will in-

volve also that of Cuba, for when we speak
of incorporating it. Cuba naturally follows."

History of Sinator Douglas. To the
Aspiring akd Energetic. A correspondent
of the Pennsylvanian gives a history of the
rapid rise of this gentleman. It may be use-

ful, by way of encouragement to young men
without means, but with energy and industry.
There are few obstacles that cannot be con-

quered by honesty, perseverance, and .rell- -

directed effort :

First apprenticed to the tailoring business
in Vermont, by an affectionate aunt, who
wished to keep him near her obliged to quit
in consequence of ; then to a cabi-

net maker, we find him, about the year 1832
or 3, wending his way to the west Arrived
at Jacksonville, Illinois, with three dollars in
his pocket, he set out in search of a school :
teaches two summer sessions, reads law un-
der Murphy McConnell, and in 1834 is elec-
ted Prosecuting Attorney for Morgan county

beating Colonel Haiden, who fell at Buena
Vista; in 1836, a member of the Legislature;
in 1840, Secretary of State; 1841, Judge of
the Supreme Court; in 1842, a candidate for
the United States Senate, and beaten by Judge
Breese on the 19th ballot Same year elected
to the House of Representatives of the United
States, and in 1846 was nominated by accla-
mation in a caucus of the Legislature, and
elected to the United States Senate. The
speech which he made in favor of refunding
to Gen. Jackson the fine imposed on him by
Judge Hall, was declared by John Quincy
Adams to be the ablest ever made on that sub-
ject in Congress. He clearly proved that the
General acted strictly within the Constitution
in declaring martial law in New Orleans. At
an interview between him and the old Hero,
at the Hermitage, Gen. Jackson expressed to
him his wannest thanks, told him that he al
ways had doubts as to the constitutionality of
that act" but now," says tbe General, " mv
doubts are removed ; I did not violate the Con
stitution I can aie in peace."

Austrian Mission to America. We learn
that the Austrian Government have sent a dis-

tinguished mechanic to this country, to inspect
our steamships, naval depots and machine
shops to collect ,drawings of locomotives,
steam presses, &c. &c.

This is the third foreign mission of the kind
that has visited this country within tbe last
ten or twelve years. The first mission was
from Russia, and resulted the construction
of tbe splendid steamship F.anschatka. That

.mission was composed of three experienced
naval officers. The second was from Brazil ;
and the third is the above from Austria.

We can famish the governments of Europe
with models and plans in abundance. In a
few months our ship builders and machine
makers . will turn out a few steamships that
will probably astonish them N. Y. Herald.

Venerable Negro. negr man (Isam)
belonging: to Mr. John E. Boyd, of Berkeley
county, Va., died on tbe 8tb inst. He was
21 years old at tbe time ef Braddock's defeat,
making him 115 years old at his death. He
was the first colored man owned by the late
Gen. Boyd of Berkley county.

power should be severely investigated.
Those who maintain the right of Congress

to pass the Wilmot Proviso, must maintain
not only the right of that body to establish
governments and to provide for the necessi
ties of legislation over the public territory,
which is one thing, but also the power to di
rect all the internal Territorial legislation at its
pleasure, without regard to the will of the
people to be affected by it, which is another
and quite a different thing. I shall not enter
into any subtleties touching the condition ol
Fovereignty. or the rights it brings with it.
That subject was a good deal debated at the
last session of Congress ; but it had been al-

ready exhausted in the discussions previously
to our revolutionary struggle. We are sover
eign, eaid the British government to the coio- -

nies, and may legislate over you as we please
You are sovereign, said our fathers, and may
establish governments ; but you have no right
to interfere, by your legislation, in our inter-
nal concerns. Such legislation, without repre-
sentation, is the very essence of despotism.
This dispute divided one empire. Let us take
care that a similar assumption of power does
not divide another.

Have Congress any power to legislate over
the territories? I said in my letter to Mr.
Nicholson, "How far an existing necessity may
have operated in producing this legislation,
and thus extending, by rather a violent im-

plication, powers not directly given, I know
not. But certain it is, that the principle of
interference should not be carried beyond the
necessary implication which prodi.ces it."

The ground of necessity is that upon which
Mr. Madison placed the action oi the old con-

federation in passing the ordinance of 1787;
and if 1 do not misunderstand the late Mr.
Justice Story, he entertained similar views
when he said that acquired territory "must be
under the dominion and jurisdiction of the
Union, or it would be without any govern-
ment at all." If to avoid this latter conse-
quence Congress exercise a power not other-
wise to be defended, that power should be lim-

ited by the necessity of the occasion which
calls it forth. To preserve the peace of soci-

ety and to this ground of support we must
come at last there is no more need lhat Con-

gress should conduct the Legislation of the
Territories than that they should conduct the
legislation of Virginia or of Massachusetts.
It is enough that they should organize gov-

ernments, and then the necessity for their in-

terference ceases. And the result proves this ;

for the local governments do manage tbe in-

ternal concerns of the Territories in most ca-

ses, and would as safely in all, if not restrain-
ed by congressional interposition ; and if Con
gress can pass beyond the power to organize
governments, they may rule a territory at their
pleasure, and prostrate every barrier of free-
dom. If, as I have heretofore said, they can
regulate the relation of master and servant,
what but their own will is to prevent them
from regulating the other relations of life tbe
relation of husband and wife, and of parent
and child ; and, indeed, all the objects which
belong to the social state ? There is no man
who can show the slightest necessity for this
interference on the part of the general govern-
ment, and there is consequently no man who
can show that it has any right to interfere on
the ground of its necessary action. .The peo-
ple of the Territories are fully competent to
conduct their own affairs; and the very first
principle of our social system demands lhat
they should be permitted to do so.

" Whichever may be the source,'' says Chief
Justice Marshal!, speaking doubtfully of the
origin of this jurisdiction, " whence this pow-
er may he derived, the possession of it is un-

questionable." He is speaking of the power
of government; and no dcabt it has been pos-
sessed ; but it becomes very important to as-

certain how, and how far, Congress has just-
ly possessed it, in order lo ascertain to what
extent it may be exercised. In almost all I
believe I may say in all the speeches and
essays in support of the power of Congress to
legislate over slaver-- , after endeavoring vague-
ly to deduce it from some clause or other of
the constitution, the principal reliance is at
last upon the authority of lbe few instances
of its exercise to be found in the statute books.
Authority and precedent have weight, and
ought to have some weight, in doubtful ques-
tions; but I trust there are few to be found
who are prepared to shut ihe constitution, and
to seek in the practice of tbe government the
foundation of its power ; and more especially
when, as in this case," the early legislative pro-

ceedings passed, as we have reason lo believe,
without objection or inquiry. They commen-
ced by adopting the provisions of an ordinance
of the old government to the administration of
the new one, and thus impliedly recognising
the exclusion of slavery, and seem to have
gone on silently and unquestioned for years.
I have not had lime to look back to ascertain
the facts precisely ; but I believe it will be
found that this power has never been exerci-
sed where there was a united sectional oppo-
sition to it. Precedent may weigh much in
the consideration of a doubtful question, where
the whole subject has been maturely consid-
ered, and many minds have been brought to
bear upon its adjustment. But as the foun-
dation of political power a practice thus in-

troduced is of little value, particularly when
it comes to involve grave questions seriously
affecting the Union. We turn then instinct;ve-J- y

from what has been done to what ought to
be done from the authority of precedent to
the authority of lbe constitution. These are
times which try such questions. Who can
wonder, that wilh the views entertained of
this subject by the Sonth, an appeal should
be made to lbe common character of the coun-
try, or that a large portion of our citizens
should be satisfied with no answer not derived
from it ? That what has been must continue
to be, is a principle which has done more to
perpetoate abuses than all tbe other causes
which have operated upon political institu-
tions. , . .. ;

Those who advocate and those who oppose
the Wilmot Proviso occupy very different po
sitions. Ihe former urge its adoption as a
matter of expediency, in order lo exclude sla-
very from the newly acquired terriiories, where
it does not exist, and where it cannoi be de-

nied that this exclusion is as morally certain
without it as wish it ; while the latter all op-
pose this measure on the ground of its uncon
stitutionality, anialarge portion of the Union
on the ground also of its interference with
their rights and feelings. The contest to
which this subject has given rise has already
been productive of the worst consequences.
For two years it has prevented all legislation
over most important regions, and has left them
without government, and in a stale of social
disorganization, to our own reproach and to
the surprise of the world. -

I do not believe there is another country on
the face of the earth which would have per-
mitted such a state of things. - And how long
is it to continue ? Is California to become a
prey to intestine dissensions in the absence of
all law, or is it to be driven to separate from
us necause we neglect to discbarge one of eur
first duties a duly of necessity that of or-
ganizing a government for the people who in-

habit it? Those who oppose the Wilmot
Proviso on the ground of its unconstitution-
ality, can nevei surrender their opinions and
vote for it. 5Tbose who have heretofore ad-
vocated its adoption may well abandon it, con-
vinced, as they must be, that their object will
be as well attained without as with it. . It ap-
pears to me one of. the most barren questions
that ever divided a country : barren in qseful
results, but fertile in difficulties and dangers.
I freely confess that I look with amazement


