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Congress—The President’s Message.

At last the House is organized, and the President’s
message is before us. A Speaker, Mr. Coss, of Ga.,
was elected late on Saturday, and the message was
received on Monday, the 24th instant.

The message, which will be found in our paper of
this week, is rather below the usual length of such
Jdocuments, but it will be read with peculiar interest,
as affording the first and only opportunity which the
country has enjoyed of being made acquainted with
Gen. Tavror’'s views and position upon many of the
leading political questions of the day. If, after the
selection of his ultra cabinet, any shadow of a doubt
still lingered, a perusal of this docnment must dispel
it forever. He distinctly avows himself in favor of a
restrictive Tariff, with specific instead of ad valorem
duties—of Internal Improvements by the general go-
vernment—and of a repeal or modification of the in-
dependent Treasury system.

He speaks of the probable application on the part
of California and New Mexico for admission into the
Union as sovereign States, and recommends such ap-
plication to the favorable notice of Congress; con-
sidering it prudent to await the action of the people
of the Territories, before establishing any system of
government over them. In the last paragraph but
one of the message, the sentiments of the Arvisox
lotter, in regard to the veto power, are re-enforced,

and its words almost reiterated. From the tone of
his remarks, we feel certain that Gen. Tayror world
not veto the Wilmot Proviso, wers it to be enacted by
Congress, in connection with the newly acquired ter-
ritories, We may be mistaken in this, but we think
a reference to the paragraph in question will show
that such is the most natural inference to be drawn
from the words of the message. We hope, howerver,
that this is a contingeney which will not arise. The
exciting scenes which have preeeded the election of
a Speaker, have unquestionably made a deep impres-
sion upon the minds of reflecting men of all parties,
and from all sections ; and we are inclined to believe
that the future course of the House upon this subiect
will be characterized by a spirit of kindness and con-
ciliation, and no line of policy adopted calculated to
provoke a recurrence of those scenes, or force mat-
ters, even now sufficiently alarming, into a state of
open rupture. The factious course of the Free Soil-
ers in 80 long preventing an organization, and at
length forcing the conservative members {o effect it
in spite of their interference, may also be productive
of good, as it has disgusted even those who previous-
ly regarded their doctrines with favor, and has meas-
urably destroyed any influence they might have pos-
sessed.

The President repeats the assertion that there will
be a deficit of over sixteen millions of dollars in the
revenue for the supply of the two fiscal years ending
June 30th, 1851, and asks for authority to contract
a loan to make up such deficiency.

Our relations with foreign powers are said to be
satisfactory. No serious disagreement or difficulty
is anticipated from the position of affairs in Nicara-
gua ; and a belief is expressed that the proposed ca-
nal will be made under the joint guarantee of the
maritime powers.

This is but a slight sketch of the contents of the
message. A longer one would be foclish and unne-
eessary, as we presume every individual will read for
himself, and form his own opinion in regard to the
propriety of its, suggestions. We have only a very
few remarks to make concerning what may be term-

#4 the general tone and complexion of this document.
We pass over its “ Queen’s speech ™ style, and the
very liberal use of the personal pronoun “I,” which
occurs in nearly every line—sometimes twice in the
same line—these things will strike the most inatten-
tive reader. What we would now call attention to
is its tone of open, unconcealed Whiggery, and espe-
cially the sentiments so distinetly avowed in refer-
ence to the Tariff. The whole South—not oven ex-
eepting North Carolina, Whig though she be—is de-
cidedly in favor of frec trade, and we hesitate not to
say that had Gen. Tavior’s sentiments been as well
known fourteen months ago as they are now, the name
of General would never have been sunk in that of
President, nor would the people have to regret eonfi-
dence misplaced and pledges violated. We ourselves
know several gentlemen, who have uniformly acted
with the Whig party, who are, nevertheless, opposed
to a restrictive commercia] poliecy. Indeed, the pro-
gress of free trade doctrines among the most liberal
and best informed Whigs of the South, is such as to
render a “ protective” Tariff. in this section of the
Union, at least, *an obsolcte idea.” Neither do we
believe that Internal Improvements by the general
government are, in any degree. more popular. Itis
yet to be seen what sort of a * fiseal agent ™ the Seec-

retary of the Treasury will recommend, in place of |

the present Independent Treasury systemn. It is quite
probable that in many of its features it will resemble
a “United States Bank.” It may come disguised, as
no doubt it will, but, nevertheless, we feel confident
that the cloven foot will yet be displayed, and we
will have the pleasure of again seeing a genuine Clay
Whig platform of Banks, Tariff, Internal Improve-
ments, and, to wind up the matter, another Bankrupt
Law, to clear off the ruined fragments which will be
scaftered around upon the bursting of the bubble,
providing it is allowed to be inflated, of which, how-
ever, there is no fear, as Congress now stands.

The cold and almost disrespectful tone in which
Gen. Tavror alludes to his lamented predecessor,
cannot fail to attract the attention of the reader. It
argues neither refinement of feeling, nor generosity
of dispesition, to trcat the memory of the dead with

. coldness or discourtesy, and in this case brings too

forcibly to mind one of the fables of Gen. Tavror's
favorite author, Asop, in which a certain braying
animal is represented as kicking at a dead lion.

We dislike verbal criticism as much as anybody
can do, but there is one sentence at the commence-
ment of the third paragraph of the message, which
we must quote for information. The President says:

. We are at peace with all the world, and seek to maintain
o cherished relations of amity with the rest of mankind.”

Al -the world and the rest of mankind are certainly
under db’ligatiom to Gen. Tavror, for he has at least
furnished them with a eapital bull. This animal, we
presume, will take the place of Old Whitey ; or, per-
haps, by the expression “rest of mankind,” the Gen-
arg’ means to be understood as designating that ven-
erable charger himself.

The concluding sentiments in regard to the pre-
servation of the Union, will meet with the approval of
the great majority of the people. The President may
have sn opportunity of evincing the sincerity of his
devotion to the Union, without a resort to forcible
measures. By simply vetoing any bill which, in the
opinion of one scetion of the Union, would both justi-
fy and demand a resort to such an extreme course of
policy, he will do more towards the preservation of
peace and harmony than by menaces or insinuations.

BGThe report of the Secretary of the Treasury

Js received, but too late for publication or notice. We
will give it, or & synopsis of it, in our next. '
p@~Farner Marruxw arrived hero yesterday, in
#he Cars, oo his way Sonth. He will remain here g
day or two. v

»

>
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fore this article can meet the eyes of some of our
readers, eighteen humdred and forty-nine will have
passed away, only to be numbered among the things
that have been. Its hopes and fears, its joys and sov-
rows, now live bat in the recollection of those who
cherish their remembrance ; and the eye of memory,
in glancing over its vanished scenes, will find much
to regret and something to cherish, while the heart
will turn fondly to those bright spots in the wide
waste of existence that have been made to bloom in-
to verdure beneath the warm dews of kindness and
affection. The conscionsness, too, of our own faults
and failings, must teach us all the propriety of ex-
tending to others that eharity of which we ourselves
stand s0 much in need ; and in commencing a new
year, may it be with the determination to banish
from our hearts all feelings of unkindness and ani-
mosity. About theriver of human life there is a win-
try wind, though a heavenly sunshine ; the iris colors
its agitation ; the frost fixes upen its repose; be it
our mutual task to brighten the sunshine and banish
the frost, and the recollection of coming seenes will
be as pleasing when they shall have past away, as
their anticipation is now bright and cheering.

But we must stop. The feelings natural to the
season have betrayed us into a deviation from our
usual course, and we now turn to the every-day du-
ties of life, with our feelings chastened, and, we hope,
not the less qualified for their faithful discharge.
The year which is just passing away has been distin-
guished by many stirring events and remarkable rev-
olutions ; yet, throughout all, the people of the Uni-
ted States have had abundant reasons for thankful-
ness, in the enjoyment of peace, prosperity, and hap-
piness. A dark cloud, indeed, lowers over the future,
yet through the gloom we can discern the sunshine,
and we feel an abiding confidence that each recur-
rence of the season will find us, as now, a free, hap-
py; and UNITED people. So may it be forever; and
along with our aspirations for the good of the coun-
try at large, we beg, in conclusion, to wish each and
every one of our readers a happy, a most happy, New
Year.

Father Matthew=—Dckate in the Senate.

An animated debate oceurred in the United States
Senate on the 20th instant, upon a resolution intro-
duced by Mr. WaLkeg, of Wiscounsin, to the follow-
ing effcet :

Resolved, That the Rev. Tueoparp Mattusw be permit-
ted to sit within the bar of the Senate during the period of
his snjourn in Washington.

The question being upon the resolution, its adop-
tion was opposed by Mr. CLEMENs, of Alabama, on
the ground that Mr. Martarw had, at some former
period, avowed opinions inimical to the institution
of slavery. Mr. Cray made some ohservations, in
which he deprecated, justly, we think, the pushing
of slavery in its collateral and remote branches up-
on all possible occasions that might arise. Mr. Sew-
arD. of New York, advocated the passage of the res-
olution because Mr. MarTuEw had expressed opin-
ions at variance with those of the South, upon the
slavery question. This drew bitter and merited re-
bukes from Mr. Foote and Col. JEFFersoN Davis, of
Mississippi, and other gentlemen from the South.—
Gen. Cass made some remarks of a conciliatory cha-
racter, urging that the resolution was simply a token
of respect, tendered toa great and good man, and
having no bearing vne way or the other upon the
slavory question, which he said was too grave and
solemn a question to be pertinaciously lugged into
every trifling discussion, with which it could only
bave a remote connection. Mr. Caruous, Mr. Bap-
GER, and others, opposed the adoption of the resolu-
tion, as it was without a precedent, and might tend
to confusion and difficulty in future, when the same
privilege would bé claimed for others. After con-
giderable discussion, the resolution was adopted by a
vote of 33 yeas to 18 nays.

It would seem that the better plan in this case
would have been for the presiding officer to have in-
troduced Mr. MarTuEw, without any vote or resolu-
tion upon the subjeet, in which ease no objection
wonld have been made. Those gentlemen who vo-
ted against the resolution for admitting Father
MarTuEw, stated that their course was not dictated
by any lack of respect to that gentleman personally,
nor any indisposition to testify their appreciation of
his services in the cause of temperance, but either
beeause they feared to establish a precedent, or were
unwilling tolend the apparent sanction of their votes
to his principles upon the slavery question.

This discussion is deeply to be regretted ; not be-
cause the subject matter possesses any intrinsic im-
portance whateyer, but beeause it discloses a disposi-
tion among the ultra members from both sections of
the Union, to view every matter through the medium
of their own fcelings upon a particular question. It
is impossible to see how a vote of courtesy to any
man can be tortured into an endorsement of all his
It would hardly be supposed that the pas-
sage of the resolution for admitting Father MarTHEW
to the floor of the Senate, would be any endorsement
on the part of that body of the Catholic religion, or
the institution of monarchy, and yet everybody knows
that he is a Catholic Priest, and a subject of Great
Britain. Altogether too much importance has, we
think, been given to this matter, which was intended
simply as a mark of esteem, and as such the invita-
tion should have been unanimous or not at all. Up-
on any opposition being evinced by Senators, motives
of delicacy should have induced the mover to with-
draw it.

TureATENED INUNDATION.—Late New Orleans pa-
pers =peak of a great rise in the Mississippi river,
and express strong fears of another overflow. The
river is now even with its banks at many points where
the overflow of last summer occurred.

Tue Paxorama.—We regret that we have not en
Jjoyed the pleasure of seeing Mr. Pratt’s Panorama
of the Hudson River, and of scenes in Virginia ; the
more 80 as it has been very highly spoken of by the
press where it has been exhibited, both in our own
State, an1 at the North. Mr. Prarr himself, comes
very highly recommended from Raleigh, where the
painting has been on exhibition, and was visited by a
large majority of the citizens. _

By~Christmas in this place, was observed with the
usual spirit. Divine service was celebrated in the
Episcopalian and Catholic Churehes; and the Tem-
perance Societies had a celebration at the Baptist
Church, where several excellent addresses were de-
livered. The exercises were highly impressive and
creditable to all concerned.

VICWB.

pointment of the Central Committee, a Convention of
the friends of the Central Rail Road will be held in
this place on Saturday week, the fifth of January.—
It is expected that Gen. Savxpers and other distin-
guished gentlemen will be present. :

B&FThe English war steamer Hecate, having on
board the new British Minister, Sir Hexey LytTox
‘BuLwer, arrived off the Washington Arsengl on Fri-
eay evening, the 21st instant.

Jan. BursT.—We learn that the Brunswick coun-
¢y Jail, at Smithville, was destroyed by fire on Sun-
day night Jast. Suspicion attaches to & negre who
was confined in it, and who made biseseape. It"was
a wooden building.

The date of our papar reminds us that we stand
almost upon the threshold of another year, and be-|

Rain Roap CoxvextioN.—According to the ap- P

The chief interest of last week's proceedings in

resulted in the election of a Speaker. We givea pret-
ty fall report of that day, taken from the Baltimore
Sun. It will be only necessary to glance hastily at
the proceedings of the previous days. On-Wednes-
day, the 19th, the House voted three times unsuc-
cessfully for Speaker. On Thursday the same course
was pursued with the same result. It appeared, in
answer to a question of Giddings of Ohio, that a whig
caucus had been held on the night previous, at which
six delegates had been appointed to meet six similar
delegates on the part of the democratic party, “to
consult upon and report to their respeetive meetings
a mode of organizing the House on just and fair prin-
ciples.” The committee did not report on Friday,
and the House adjourned until Saturday without any
vote, preferring to await the action of the committee
of conference. Raturday's proceedings are given
somewhat more fully.

The choice of seats, and the reception of the Mes-
sage, was the only business transacted on Monday.
Both Hounses adjourned until Thursday, the 27th inst.

The Senate has been occupied with Executive bu-
siness, and the appointment of committees.

The Chairmen of the various Standing Committees
are asfollows : Foreign Affairs, Kingof Ala. Finance,
Dickinson of N. Y. Commerce, l-lgunlm of Maine.
Manufactures, Sebastian of Arkansas. hAdgricultnre,
Star of Penn. Military, Davis of Miss. Mili-
tia, Houston of Texas. Naval, Yulee of Florida.—
Public Lands, Feleh of Michigan. Private Land
Claims, Downs of Lou. Indian Affairs, Atchisen of
Mo. Claims, Norris of N. York. Revolutionary
Claims, Walker of Wisconsin. Judiciary, Butler of
S. C. Post Office, Rush of Texas. Pensions, Kin
of Ala. Territories, Douglass of [1l. Public Build-
ings, Hunter of Va. Patents, Turney of Tenn.—
Retrenchment, Bradbury of Vt. Library, Pearce of
Md.

The following are the principal committees:

On Foreign Relations—Messrs. King, Foote,
Webster, Benton, and Mangum.

On Finance.—Messrs. Dickinson, Phelps, Hunter,
Douglas, and Pearce.

On Military airs.—Messrs. Davis,
Borland, Greene, Shields, and Dawson.

On Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Yulee, Mason, Badger,
Bright and Miller.

On the Judiciary.—Messrs. Butler, Bradbury, Ber-
rien, Downs, and Dayton. _

On the District of Columbia.-Messrs. Mason, Yulee,
bMiller, Shields, and Berrien.

A debate arose upon the admission of Father Mar-
THEW to a seat upon the floor of the Senate. We
have referred to this in another place. It will be
seen, that on all the most important Senatorial com-
mittees, there is a preponderance of Southcrn men.
Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Clay, and Mr. Cass were, at their
own request, excused from serving upon any commit-
tees. Mr. Benton's Free Scil movements have exclu-
ded him from the fellowship of the democratic party.
and virtually from all the committees.

Masonle Celebration.

of Miss.,

In accordance with previous notice, the members
of the Masonic Order in this place, assembled at the
Lodge Room yesterday morning, the 27th inst., for
the purpose of celebrating the anniversary of St.
John the Evangelist. They proceeded in procession
to the Methodist Episcopal Church, where anaddress
was delivered by Brother RoBeErT StRaNGE, Jr. It
is unnecessary to say that the display was very beau-
tiful and striking, nor that the address was listened
to with that marked attention to which its merits en-
titled it. We are even now going to press, and it is
impossible for us to do justice to the subject. We
may recur to it on a future oceasion.

From the Savannah Georgian, Dee. 20.

We invite the calm and serious attention of all our
readers to the speech of Mr. Toomss. He has spo-
ken upon the great matter of difference between the
North and the South, as becomes a Southern man
and a Georgian. Upon questions of party we have
been, we are, opposed to Mr. Tooxss. But. upon
this question, above all party questions, we hasten to
award to him our humble meed of approbation. It
becomes the Southern people to unite and “ lift up
the hands® of their statesmen in the National Capi-
tol. We are satisfied that Mr. Tooxss represents in
his Sfeech the opinions of a great majoriiy of the
people of Georgia. We say, then, to Mr. TooMmss,
and we say to Mr. Srepaexs, however we may have
differed from you—however grenily the people of
Georgia have been divided upon your past course—
we reeognise in your present position, upon the great
pending question, a correct position: maintain it

They will say, with Mr. Stepnexs, that they * would
rather the Southern country, with all her statesmen
and all her great spirits, was offered up an honorable
sacrifice, than we should submit for an instant to
degradation.” But there will be no sacrifice. We
have as profound a love for the union of the United
States, as our fathers made it—one of harmony, love,
equal rights, and equal obligations, as any men un-
der the canopy of Heaven. We have no love for de-
gradation. We have no respect for that power which,
regardless of the spirit of the Constitution, seeks to
sink us in the estimation of mankind, and, what is
worse, to sink us in our own. Wo say there will be
no sacrifice. If our rights were respected, and the
Constitution administered justly, there would be none.
if the North is determined to make no eoncession, de-
termined to carry out its fanatical purposes, we can
live at the South as we were before the Constitution
was adopted—as Free, Sovereign, and Independent
States. The States of the South and West can unite
if it be to their interest, and they can do a!l that be-
long+ to an independent people to do.

The course of Mr. Toomss and Mr. StePHENS
groveu that there is no reliance to be placed longer

the Whigs of Georgia upon the Whigs of the non-
slaveholding States. e have always freely admit-
ted that we have very many foes in the Northern
Democratic party. They are every day increasing
in number. Those great sthtesmen, Cass, Dirras,
Bucuaxan, WoopBury, and many others, in Con-
88 and out, would have chan the current of
%r:rthem nostility, but have failed. That current is
sweeping ev ing before it. The salvation of the
South demands that we, here at the South, become
forthwith united in the stern spirit of 1776. Our an-~
cestors then determined to live freemen, yet willing
to remain united with the people of Britain if the
heel of oppression were removed. Their sons are de-
termined now to live freemen, still willing to live un-
der the Stars and Stripes if justiceis done them. May
it be done. May the present Con commenced
with clouds and storms, become imbued with the
irit of Wasminerox! Let them divide the new
erritories justly—forbear from incendiary demon-
strations—racognise their brethren in Southern men
—and this glorious Union will be perpetuated. Our
readers must reflect. The time may be coming, if not
already come, for them to choose the positions they
are to assume. For ourselves, our's is taken. e
fo for the South, if trouble must come, for the
or the sunny South, for Georgia, our beloved Geor-
gia, against all powers and all combinations.

The spirit of 1776 is not dead among the people of
Geomin. She was then the smallest of themmm.
but she struck for Liberty. She quailed. not before
the gigantic armies and fleets of George the Third.
She will not quail, now she has become a great State
of near a million of from apprehensions of
ll:form :r. W:bﬂ;' a just cause, she will assert

er ity, if needs her 1 , and will
memtgsNurthmdhthe mudtgnmq
18 not her erime. People of Georgia, reflect.

A crEAT “FisH STORY”—BUT A TRUE oNE—On
Wednesday last, there came in at the main (South-
west entrance of the Cape Fear river, a large shoal,
probably many hundreds, of the kind of fish known

ter playing about awhile, nearly one hundred of them
ﬁ%??ﬁ’ inm'moffea hgh"mm
the tide, they were . “high and

dry.” The A long, and
and two

. was sixteen feet
e, Bl o g S8
: e e i

hood took possession of the stranded
have beén buasi in converting
oil, their yield being of & very- ty for burn-
ing. If i calenlated that well on to two hundres
kbarrds will be obtained — Chronicle.

‘centres in Saturday's movements, which |

manful Y- The peo le of Georgia will sustain you.|”

stated that if he eould not

= From the BalMitnore Sun.
Thirty-First Congress~Flrst lon. .
i Suu;l.'hr;?!c:_z 2. 1849.

offered on the part of the whig members, Ly their
committee, to the democratic members, of whose
committee he was a member.

Cries of * Order!” *Order ]

ere followed a great excitement. Mr. Toombs
¢laiming his right to address the House. A dozen
members were addressing the House at once.

Here Mr. Toombs proceeded to address the House
at considerable lengthin a ch upon the legal und
constitutional ri%l;t of the House to pass the rule,
compelling members to vote upon resolutions, with-

out the liberty of assi reasons for their respec-
tive votes. 1 :ge %e]ive of this argument

only detached sentenees of which could b hrard by

e reporter; ) half the House was eﬂea.king, shouting,
and calling to order ; and the Clerk was calling over
the roll upon the question of rescinding the resolu-
tion or rule preventing debate, made some time be-
fore by motion of Mr. Inge.

The Clerk here put the question on the motion to
reseind the rule prohibiting debate until a Speaker
shall have been elected ; and it was decided by yeas
and nays in the negative—iyeaa 97, nays 120.

Mri: P. Stanton called for the reading of his pro-
position, which was read as follows:

Resolved, That the House will proceed immediate-
Iy to the election of a 8 er, viva voce ; and if, af-
ter the vote shall have n called three times, no
member shall have received a majority of the whole
pumber of votes, the rol! shall again called, and
the member who shall then receive the largest num-
ber of votes, provided it be a majority of a quorum,
shall be declared to be chosen er.

Mr. Meade offered a resolution, which he said was
designed as a substitute for that of the gentleman
from Tennessee, [ Mr. Stanton,] and it was read by

£ | the Clerk, as follows:

Resolved, That after the vote has been taken for
Speaker, next after the adoption of this resolution,
tl{’:‘ House shall proceed to vote between the four
members receiving the greatest number of votes, and
if neither receive a majority. the House shall then
vote between the three members receiving the lar-
gest vote, and if no choice be made, the House shall
choose the Speaker from the two members who shall
have last received the greatest number of votes ; and
no votes shall be counted that are not given to one or
other of the persons thus designated ; and the same
rule shall apply in the clection of the other officers
of the House.

Mr. Stanton desired to offer his proposition, previ-
ously presenied to the House, and demanded a vote
upon it.

The Clerk here again read the proposition of the
gentleman from Tennessee, [ Mr. Stanton.]

Amendments and substitutes were then offered b
Mr. Kauffman, of Texas, and Mr. Giddings, whie
were rejected.

The resolution of Mr. Stanton, as above, was then
adopted, by a vote of 113 to 106.

]‘l;om the moment that this resolution was adopted,
the scene decpened in interest. The process of voting
was slow, full of interest, and every turn of the scale
was watched with the greatest anxiety. The House
was absorbed with the votes that were given. The

leries were crowded with an anxious multitude.

t was obvious on the first ballot that Messrs. Howell

Cobb and Winthrop were the prominent candidates
of the two great political parties.

On the first roll-call, Mr. Cobb received 95 votes,
Mr. Winthrop 90—secattering 32.

On the 2d, Mr. Cobb 96, Mr. Winthrop 92—secat-
tering 32.

On the 3d, Mr. Cobb 97, Mr. Winthrop 97—scat-
tering 27. Still no majority.

Then the final vote was taken, and it turned on the
plurality glrinciple, when Mr. Cobb received 102
votes, and Mr. Winthrop 100—Mr. Cobb’s majori ti,' 2.

The following were t-Ee scattering votes on the last
hallot :

For Mr. Wilmot—Messrs. Allen, Booth, Durkee,
Giddings, Howe, Julian, P. King, and Root.

For My. Stephens—Mr. Cabell.

For Mr. Strong—Messrs. Cleveland, Doty, Peck.

For Mr. Colcock-——Mr. Holmes.

For Mr. Morehead—Messrs. Morton, Owen. Ste-
phens, and Toombs.

For Mr. Durkee—Mr. Wilmot.

For My. Potter—Mr. Wood.

For My. Boyd—Mr. Woodward.

The Clerk then prepared to declare Howell C?b,
of Georgia, to have been elected Speaker of the 31st
Congress ; when

Mr. Stanly offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That Howell Cobb. a representative from
Georgia, be declared du]‘y elected Spesker of the
House of Representatives for the 31st Congress.

Mr. Schenck protested against calling the yeasand
nays. Mr. Cobb having already been elected the
Speaker of the 31st Congress. But, amid great con-
fusion, the roll was calFed on agreeing to Mr. Stan-
ly's resolution : and the resolution was agreed to—
yeas 149. nays 33.

The Clerk then declared that Howell Cobb, Rep-
resentative from the State of Georgia. had been duly
elected the Speaker of the 31st Congress, and reques-
ted Messrs. Winthrop and McDowell to eonduct him
to the chair : which daty was performed by these gen-
tlemen, amid profound silence and great sensation.

: The Speaker elect then addressed the House as fol-
OWS !

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives :

It would be useless to disguise the fact that I feel
deeply embarrassed in taking the Chair under the
circumstances attending my election.

I am conscious of the difficulties by which this po-
sition is surrounded at the present time.

The peculiar organization of this body, as exhibi-
ted in our proceedings since we first met—the nature
and character of the various important and execiting
questions of public poliey which will engage our at-
tention during the present session of Congress—con-
spire to render the duties of the office peculiarly em-
barrassing, onerous and responsible. may be per-
mitted, therefore, to ask in advance your generous
aid and support in the effort I shall make firmly,
faithfully and impartially to discharge its duties.

The country has been looking with anxiety to our
efforts to effect an organization—the people will eon-
tinue to regard with intense interest every step we
take in our legislative course. Our duties will be la-
borious—our responsibilities great. Let us then, in
view of these considerations, invoke in the disc
of these duties a patriotism as broad as the Union,
and as comprehensive as the nature and charaecter of
her various interests and institutions. Guided by
this spirit, under the blessing of Heaven, our action
will result in the continued prosperity of our com-
mon country.

Accegt\, gentlemen, my grateful acknowle;gments
for the honor you have conferred on me in selecting
me as your presiding officer during the present Con-

Mr. Vinton said that the annual eommunication
from the Executive had been delayed so long as to
render it highly important that it should go forth to
the country, so anxious to receive it, without greater
delay. He would therefore propose, for the purpose
of promgtly communieating the fact of the organiza-
tion of the House officially to the Senate, that the
members be now sworn in.

The clerk then called Mr. Linn Boyd, the senior
member, to the desk, who administered to the Speak-
er the customary oath of office.

Mr. Jacob Thompson conceived that by swearing
in thermembers t;aw, nothing was '::fbe g;ined in the
way of getting the ¢., before the coun:
as Kefore it could bewreeelved by the House it :2;

that the fact of the organization should be
announced to the Executive by a joint committee from
both branches of Congress ; and the Senate would not
be in session again until Monday morning.

Mr. Jones, with the view to the early transmission
of the message to the House and Senate, moved that
the House do now adjorn till 10 A. M. on Monday,
so that by noon on that day, the members being a
sworn in, the Executive communication might be re-
ceived. This motion was understood to have been
withdrawn, (much opposition to the early hour hav-
ing been manifested on all sides.

n motion, the House then adjourned uutil noon
on Monday.

Ransom oF AMeRicAN Prisoners 1v Mexico.—On
the 10th of October the Indians had besi the
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give whatever the enemy might ask to have our eiti-

zons at liberty. S il '
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After the reading of the journal of the preceding . _ i
day's proceed‘mgx,idr F. P. Stanton desired tqung" The gods were right wﬂn they mad men out of eir-
sent a proposition. He was aware thatit was noi# mﬂm,md hased pl!'c:p!_ on sel - They pre-
in order to debate. It was the plan of organization |served the equilibrium of y bebween devils and an-

gels, and rendered a third party as certain as the existence of
the earth between the sun and the moon. The present state
of affaivs is alarming. Bread refuses to rise ; men who enga-
ged to marry bave deferred the honey-moon for & more con-
venient season ; and & celebrated button-maker “in Attlebo-
rough has smashed, becaunse of the fear that no more consti-
tutional buttons will be required for the United States trou-
sers.

‘While such a feverish excitement exists in the country,
how kind it is in the Second Washington to give us the as-
surance contained in the following letter. We now breathe
freer and deeper, and intend soon to cut our straps off, =o as
to give our patriotism room tostretch without breaking stitch-
es. But to the subject: here is the document ; it will, like
the boy’s chestnut, speak for itself.

“ THE HEROIC AGE.”

Execvrive Maxsiox, SovTuesst RooMm,
Near the New Fences, Dee. 16, 1849.

My Dear Heroic Age: It was the remark of the
illustrious Von Puffendorf, in his notes upon the Aro-
crYPHA, that human nature in short breeches was
the same as human nature in petticoats, no matter
how you combed the hair; and that cockolorum was
¢ orum, whether you spelt it with a C ora K.

The present condition of men and things in the
Capitol of this republic proves conclusively the truth
of the position hﬁen by the old philosopher ; and he
who can’t believe it couldn’t tell putty from soap, or
old rye from the nectar of the gosn.

nations have been cursed with an abundance
of men who felt within their secret souls that *hey
were & head and shoulders taller than all ereation;
and that they, and they alone, eould succeed to pow-
er by the suffrages of their fellow-citizens.

We recollect on one occasion. in olden time, when
music and every other heavenly maid was in panta-
letts, that a certain town was besieged by an enemy,
and the citizens were called together to devise the
best method of defence. At this gathering, a stone
mason declared that stone and mortar would alone
be effectual ; a carpenter knew that frame-work and

lank would do the business up brown ; a blacksmith
elt confident that iron would be invineible ; while a
shoemaker swore by all the gods that slept in the
clouds, and dined on the smell of roses, that there
was nothing like leather. Well, so they went on ar-
fuiniand chating, cussing and discussing, until at
ength the enemy burst in the gates, and took the
whole band of disinterested
led them into captivity.

We think that the people’s party in the House.
who are all disinterested patriots, should settle their
disputes between cotton and stone, iron and leather,
black wool and white wool, and begin to do something
against the common enemy ; for. depend upon it, if
leather is the best, it never will be adopted until the
whole are captured, and not even honor itselfleft be-
hind to swear by.

The elections for Congresshave been taken at times
wide apart. and under a change of circumstances
such as to justify us in declaring that the present
will of the people is not represented on the floor of
the House of ﬁepresentati\'es at all. Why, then,
should the democracy, who have by accidental cir-
cumstances got the nominal power. attempt anything
more than a nominal victory ! That would be enough,
in God’s name, to upset our apple-cart, and play the
deuce with the whole litter of powder-monkeys in
our service.

It is apparent that organization is a sine qua non
just now, and we don't care a button who sits in the
chair and plays eaptain : we know that, with our a
pliances and Tom ];Zwing, we can make both ends
meet at the end of the year, if they don’t meet alrea-
dy; and, in the language of the Veiled Prophet of
Khorosin—

¢ The race is not unto the man
What does the swiftest run,

Nor the battell to the peapell
‘What fires the biggest gun.”

But we must have an organization, or the whole
country will be turned up, bung down, with the bung
out, and all the good liquor o! the republic will run
away and do nobody no good. Then all you original
Taylor men, who, we must say, are doing a plaguy
poor business for us. forbear, and do something sen-
wible. IFf you opli¢ both rtico up u Speaker,
you will split us up from breakfast to appetite. Like
the frogs in the pond, when the boys stoned them. we
are ready to exclaim, “It may be fun to you, but it
is death to us!”

It is sad to see everything going stern foremost to
the devil before our eyes for the want of a leader, and
unless this matter is brought to a * erisis with a fo-
cus™ pretty soon, we'll be tectotally exflunctified if we
don’t veto the Wilmot Proviso on the ground-hop, and
zive you theplayof Hamier—the part of Hamlet omit-
ted by particular desire. You can play checkers and
Jox and geese in the House, and such innocent games,
if you like ; but we give you due notiece that we can
make a game of double-decked poker which will break
you all at the first shuffle; nng let us tell you, in all
candor, that it is soon a coming, with no postpone-
ment on account of the weather, -

Why can’t you organize ? Have you noone in your
body fit for Speaker ? or is the Speakership fit for no-
body * If this is so, what an awful set of fellows
you have got ! and the sooner you expel a baker's do-
zen or two, the better it will be for you and the coun-
try.

You need not expeet to dissolve the Union until af-
ter huckleberry time, if at all ; and as for pickling the
Republic and saving it in that way, that is all hum-
bug. We propose to give the Union a dose of calo-
mel when the system gets right, and then to work off
all the impurities with the castor-oil of eonciliation.
If under such circumstances there should be a dis-
pensation of gripes, it will be the fault of the dis-
ease, and not of the medicine. Extras are not char-
ged for in constitutional cases.

Peculiar circumstances, which we now communi-
cate to you confidentially, requires us to go to the
Dickins for the Union. We have bought a new plant-
ation, predicated upon the prompt payment of our
salary ; and if from any cause the sup E:: should be
cut off, we shall have to flummir—which, for us to
do, we have declared, and still declare, to be an im-
possibility.

It makes but little difference to us how you swallow
the eel of discord, if you only get it down past resur-
rection. Gape and swallow, stretch and strain, suck
and wriggle, until you bolt the monster. We have
seen a small snake in our day swallow a large toad
without sweet oil, though it is true he used a plenty
of perseverance ; and we think you can do somethin
in the gaping and swallowing line which will be -
some for posterity to admire, even in the heroic age.

(ours in the flesh, ZACK WASHINGTON.

Wuo Bips '—The Washington correspondent of
the Baltimore Sun in referring to the action of the
Senate on Executive appointments, remarks:

“Colonel, I beg his pardon, Gen. Jame Warsox
Wess will be one of the first victims, if Mr. Cray-
Tox should send his name in before he has reached
Vienna. His successor will probably be a Southern
gentleman ; but it is impossible to tell his name till
after the election of Speaker. The Chargeship to the
Netherlands and the mission to Russia may alsa await
the resolution of the puzzling problem.”

ImportaNT DECIsioNn To CommerciAL Mex.—In a
cause recently determined in the Court of Appeals of
Maryland, it has been decided that a deed made by
?pemth in embarrassed circumstances to trustees

or the

1st. To defray the expenses attending the execu-
ﬁo;d of the trm:th 3 "

. To pay the several creditors of the granto
meéid inTa s%%ledut}f annexed to the deed; e

. To pa e claims of such of the tor*
creditors as iould, on or before a given dny,g?;;cut:
and deliver to the trustees full anﬁbaeolute release
a::lh % uittance of such claims.

. If any surplus remain after satisfying the
aforesaid creditors, to apply the same to the satEmfw
tion of the claims of all ereditors of said grant-
or, without any distinetion or priority,

Is void, both at common law and as against the
statue, 13 Eliz. ch. 5.
That a deed =0 void as to a part, is void altogether,
Baltimore American.

Bt{ the breaking of some trussel work across a cut
% eVemthutralmgM,atmin
cars was precipitated ‘thereby killing one
mandmwmgwoundingthmothez.

patriots prisoners, and

Tue True Cavse.—A gentleman observed to Dr.
Jonxsox that there was less vagrant poor in Scotland
than in England, and as p of it, said there was

no instance of & dyi
belicve you are right, sir,” said Jouxsox ; ‘but that

does not arise from want of vagrants, but from the
impossibality of starving a Scotchman _

in the street there. “T|

The Annual Conference of the Methodist E.Church
South, was held at Camden, 8. C., and adjourned on
Monday last, 24th inst,, after a harmonious session
of five days. Below will be found & List of Appoint-
ments for the ensuing year : —

Charleston District. —P. E—C. Betts.

Cumberland—William G. Conner.

Trinity—James Stacy.

Bethel—Henry M. Mood.

St. James—A. G. Stacy.

Black Swamp—W . A. McSwain, T. Mitchell,

Walterboro'—P. M. A. Williams, W. Jones.

Orangeburg—W . Crook, Wm. Lee.

Cypress—W. C. Kirkland, M. L. Banks.

Cooper River—J. W. Kelly, W. Hutto.

Missions.

Savannah River—Wm. Fleming, R. Bunch.

Edisto Island—C. Wilson, H, A. Bass.

Beaufort and Prince Williams—D. D. Coxe, I, H.
Johnson.

Pon Pon—S. P, Taylor.

ogombahee and Ashepoo—J. R. Coburn, S. Dun.
WwWoayv.
Cocper River—T. Leadbetter.
Oakatie—J. Wurnock.
Cokesburry District.—P. E-—W. A. Gamewell.
Cukesbury Circuit—J. H. Wheeler, 8. H. Browne.
Edgefield—W. P. Mouzon, A. H. Harman.
Pendleton—M. Puckett.
Greenvyille Station—H. C. Parsons.

Bk Circuit—J. Watts.

Union—R. J. Boyd, A. P. Avant.
Iﬁaurenn—s. Townsend.

ewberry—J. H. Zimmerman, J. N. Bouchslle.
Pickens—{.lohn Finger.

Paris Mountain—A. B. McGilvray.
Mount T Mission—L. Scarborough.
Columbia District —P. E.—S. W. Cupers.
Columbia Station—Whitefgord Smith, J. A. Mool

i Circunit—J. W. Harris.
Lexington—D. Derrick.
Barnwell —P. G. Bowman, J. W. North.
Winnsboro'—S. Leard, 1. O. A. Conner.
Lancaster—Thomas M. Farrow.
Camden—W. T. Ca ;
Darlin —C. S. Walker, D. W. Seale.
Santoe—A. W. Walker.
Sumterville—E. Khﬁ‘ :
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St. Matthews—Williamson Smith.
Congaree—W . Martin.

Wateree—D. G. McDaniel, A. J. Cauthen.
Graniteville—S. M. Green.
Wilmington District.—P. E—N. Ta]]{:
Wilmin tOn-—Hugh A. C. Walker, J. T. Mund.
Smithville—G. W. Moore, J. B. Haghes.
Cornwayborough—J. A. Chandler.

Bladen—D. J.%immons, R. Washburn.
Georgetown—A. M. Chreitzberg.

Black River—J. M. Bradley and J. Parker.
Marion—A. MeCorquodale, O. A. Chreitzberg.

fissions.
Santee—W. Carson, A. Ervin.
Black River and Pee Dee—M. Eady, A. P. Martin.
Waccamaw Neck—J. A. Minick, A. L. Smith.
Sampit—L. M. Little.
Cape Fear—H. A. Porter.
Fayetteville District.—P. E.—W. Barringer.
Fayetteville Station—C. H. Pritchard.
i Circuit—S. Jones, W. Currie.
Bennettsville—J. A. Porter.
Society Hill Mission—C. MeLeod.
Cheraw—J. T. Wightman.
@ Mission—W. J. Jackson,
Chesterfield-—A. Nettles.
Wadesboro'—T. R. Walsh, D. D. Byers.
Rockingham—M. A. McKibhben.
Albemarle—W . Haltom.
Montgomery—-P. W. McDaniel.
Deep River—P. W. Postell.
Lincolnton District.—P. E.—A. M. Forster.
Charlotte Station—J. J. Flemming.
24 Circuit—J. H. Robinson, E. Pennington,
Pleasant Grove—W. C. Patterson.
Concord—W. L. Pegues.
Lincolnton—C. Murchison.
Yorkville—P. F. Kistler.
Spartanburg Station—H. H. Durant.
= Circuit—S. D. Laney, E. J. Meynar-
die.

Rutherford—J. R. Pickett, A. Rush.

Shelby R. R. Franks.

Catawba—W. C. Clark.

Morganton—P. R. Hoyle.

Lenoir—G. MeDonald.

MeDowell—J. L. Shuford.

3 A. M. Shipp, Professor, University of North Caro-
ina.

M. C. Turrentine transferred to Georgia Confer-

'ence,

7. W. Barnes, H. E. Oghurn, and C. W. Crowell,
without appointments, in consequence of ill health.
Naxt Conference to be held at Wadeshoro', N. C.

A Lick Back=—Tastlngs of Punch.

Punch says. by means peculiar to his paper. he is
enabled to outstrip all cotemporary rivalry, and to
lay before his readers a most faithful report of a re-
cent meeting of African s vages of the Mozambique
nation—a meeting conducted with the greatest deco-
rum, and resulting in maost pions resolutions. The
chcedings, carefully watched by a * Little Bird"
rom the top of a date tree, have been rendered into
the most scrupulous English by a gentleman attach-
ed to the Foreign Missionary Society, and who passed
the very prime of his life among the Makuana race
of Cape Delagado, on the coast of Mozambique. Here
follows a report of the meeting. After many speak-
ers had exhibited their talents,

“A chief—with his hand eommanding silence—
rose. He spoke gravely and fluently. His words were
to this meaning : ‘ The English people had, no doubt,
done much good among the blacﬁc races. They had
taught the Mozambique many things that were wiso
and good. They had sent them hooks that gave them
souls in the sky. But this was in former times. The
English of to-day, it was as plain as his hand, were
no Tonger the same as the English before them. They
had forgotten the preaching of the Silent Tongue,
and th t of notﬂin but stores of ivory and gold
dust. ough still white men without, they were
black men all inside. Now he would put this to the
Makuana race. [Here was a sudden hush, and the
multitude gathered closer about the chief.] These
were his words : let them sink into their hearts like
water into sand. In days gone past, the English had
taught them Now, as the English had forgot-
ten what they had taught, let some from among
themselves depart from Africa—let them send Mo-
zambique missionaries to enlighten the British and
Foreign Society—and, taking a copy of the Book,
make them learn its true beauty and spirit. And
when they had learned them, they would no longer
send the news of salvation abroad, at the cost of good-
ness 'Io..lll:ll:ome.‘ . ' >

“This proposition was loudly applauded, and—in
due seuo::—-a deputation of M{nasgi‘:;ue blacks may
be expected on their charitable mission in London.
It is to be hoped that the benighted committee of the
British and Foreign Society, who sell cheap Bibles at
the likely cost of female purity, will give patient ear
to the teachings of the philanthropic savages.”

“Ifa man were to set out, ” says Lord Halifax,
“by calling everything by its right name, he would
be knocked down before - he got to the eorner of the
street.”

Sucar Crops.—The Louisiana (West Feliciana)
Chronicle of the 16th inst., says:

“For some da the weather has been ex-
tremely cold and inclement. The sugar planters of
our parish took the precautionary stepe necessary to
save their cane from the late freeze. e sugar ¢
on the high lands has been remarkably good, al-
though the yield has not been as abundant as it
would have had the weather been colder in the
earlier part of the senson, the saccharine matter not
being s0 sweet as it would otherwise have been.”

TiGRE IsLaxp.—This island, to which public at-
tention is now directed, is situated on the Pacific
coast of Honduras, in latitude 13 deg. North, longi-
tude 87 deg. West. The Gulf of Fonseca, in which
the island 1= located, is a spacious bay, and, like that
of S8an Franciseo, which it resembles, is almost com-
pletely land-locked, forming a secare harbor, with
good anchorage for vessels. It is the only eligible
terminus on the Pacific coast for a eanal by the way
of the San Juan river and Lake Nicaragua.

We learn from the New York Journal of Com-
merce that Mr. AxprEw, a youn lawyer from New
Haven, was so seyerely in umt.‘F in the first nam-
ed city on Saturday last, by having his head jammed
between the railrond cars, died unexpectedly in the
City Hospitai on Monday night.

It is stated that the U. S. Senate are now

in the discussion of a newly concluded treaty with
Brazil. -~
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