
Ths vasbIIm.m h .money in any other war : and the abore balance roust 1 Prndence and a wise forecast, as well as the experiGOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. into liquidation, it would, in my opinion, be highly expedient
charter, at tfab nwmvny - some ther banking institntioo
take its place, as well fir.the .purpose of supplying bank-

ing facilities t the publhi a to' enable the State to make a
and profitable mtoHwent of the : proceeds of her stock

the present Bank, as it does a larg ad
very productive pSrt of the Literary Fund- - ' ; .. .

Should a new charter not be granted to the present Bank,
reiDeetfullv recommoj d to vou te charter a neir institution

either for command or to serve as a well drilled soldier in
tbvanka Ftt American --cttixen that system f duca-ti- on

is most perfect which enables him to perform his duty
best, voder airy and all circumstances-- : i - , . : - ;

It is an entire mistake to suppose, that sucU a system would
foster a military spirit dangerous to the peace and good order of
the country ' h has been practically Introduced in many of the
States of the Union, with no such results ; hut, on the contrary,
with marked benefit-- . -
."The Asylum for the Insane, though yet incomplete, is now in

successful operation, and has as ita inmates some 85 patients.
Several of those who have been inmates have been restored to
their reason, and discharged. Some few deaths have occurred.

1 have everv reason to believe tnat tne general manage
ment of the institution, under the present Superintendent,

r isber. has been eood. 1 he instition will be well worthy
visit from your members, when you will be able to see. for

yourselves, its system and general economy. More definite
iniunu&viou win uo given in tne repori vi iuo iireuiuio
which will be laid before you at an early day.

At the Institution for the Deaf Dumb and the Blind there
some 37 pupils. The same general remarks will apply to

this institution, and a report will be submitted to you by the
Directors thereof.

The revenue law, passed at the last session, has, in seve-
ral respects, been found difficult to construe, and needs revis-
ing and explaining in many particulars. Some of the diff-
iculties arising under it will present thesmselves on a careful
examination. Others can be pointed out by the accounting
officeis oi the St; te, to whom questions of practical difficulty
have often been presented by tne officers whose duty it is lo
collect the public taxes.

It is of the first importance that these difficulties be removed,
order that our taxes may be uniform, and also for the reason

that in cases of doubt, the State is usually the loser the collect-ins- ;

officers not being willing to collect the tax by distress and
incur the risk ot a suit by the owner of the property distrained.

Since your last session, Mr. Attorney Gcueral Ransom tender
his resignation, which was accepted, and Joseph B. Batchelor,

Esq., with the advice of the Council of State, was appointed to
the vacancy- - It will be your duty to elect an Attorney Gen-

eral, to enter upon the duties of his office after your session shall
have ended.

State Solicitors are also to be elected for the 1st, 6lh and 7th Ju-
dicial Circuits.

I herewith trnMnit to you a letter and enclosures there-
in, addressed to me by the Hon. John 11. Wheeler, Minis-
ter to the Republic of Nicaragua, in relation to the forcible
seizure, on or about the 18th July, 1855, of certain slaves of
his bv persons in Philadelphia, while he was passing through
it, on his way to New York City, from which place it was

purpose to embark for .Nicaragua.
These slaves were the domestic servants of Mr. Wheeler

and family, and it was his intention to take them abroad
with him as such The seizure and removal, violently and
against the will of the owner, aod under the circumstances
stated, was a high-band- ed outrage, and is believed not to
have been warranted, even in a civil point of view, by tho
laws of Pennsylvania. I have received a subsequent letter
from Mr Wheeler in which he states tha1: he his caused an
action for damages lo be instituted against one of the par-
ties to the act complained of, and he expresses the hope that
this State will aid in the prosecution of it, as has been done
by other States under similar circumstances.

It is important that the question should be determined by
the highest judicial authority in the country.

I recommend the matter to your favorable consideration.
By virtue of a resolution passed at the last session, the

Hon. David L. Swain was appointed by mo as agent to pro-
cure documentary evidence of the history of the State. The
matter is mentioned now merely to say that a more patticu-la- r

and definite communication on tho subject will be sub-
mitted in the course of the session.

The Governor was also authorized to procure a copy of
" Tryon's North Carolina papers " from Harvard College.

Gov. Swain was kind enough to undertake this duty also,
and procured a copy of Tryon's Letter Book, while Governor
of the Province of North Carolina, which is now in his pos-
session, and of which more definite information will be given
in the above promised communication.

In compliance with a resolution also passed at the last ses-
sion, I have addressed a circular letter to the Governors
of most of the Atlantic States, asking for the information de-
sired as to State Marino Hospitals where any such exist.

Answers have been received from the Governors of several
States, in which there aic no such establishments owned by
the States, and it is doubted whether such an institution
vill be found in any of the States.

An appropriation was mado at the last session of $5 ,50o
for the purpose of adding a wing to the Givernor's House,
and repairing the house and premises generally the money
to be expended under the board of Superintendents of Pub-
lic Buildings. The house has been greatly improved in com-
fort and appearance by the addition and repairs, and the
whole premises are now in good order. There is yet an un-
settled balance due tho contractor for work on the main
building, but it would be found that the whole work has
been executed for about $1000 less than the sum appropriated.

Three sets of resolves from tbe State of New Hampshire,
one from the State of Ohio, and one from the State of Mas-
sachusetts, were forwarded to me by the Governors of those
States, with a request that they be laid before you. It will
be seen that all relate to Kansas and slavery, and kindred
subjects, except one set of the resolves from New Hampshire,
relating to the importation of foreign paupers and criminals,
and to the naturalisation of foreigners.

The resolves in relation to slavery, &c, indicate such a
state of the public mind in the States from whence they
emanate, as to render it worse than useless, in my opinion,
to undertake anyreply to them.

I would most respectfully recommend that no further no-
tice be taken of any of these resolves.

The already great length of this communication reminds
me of the property of bringing it to a close. I will do so with
the single remark that I hope all your deliberations may be
characterized by harmony and courtesy, and that your labors
may result in promoting the welfare and prosperity of the
state.

THOS BRAGG.

Acquittal r Mr. Iit'iulitll.
New Orlkans, Nov. 18. Mr Kendall, the late

postmaster of this city, has been acquitted of th
charge brought against him

COMMON

. .
ioi "e8lUe.Dt and Erectors of the Literary Fund having
185b, amon? the several Counties of the Stato for Common
published, 8hoving the Spring and Fall Distribution to each

, oisvuui, ui viiv i mu iwiuuuuu win oo puiu io mo
Depai tiuent.

The Counties of Jackson, Madison, akin. Polk, Harnet
tnbuted from the Counties out of whih t

ui LlBtB llinr.lna lire..Tbflnrwt-.- . ; ""'SS..,' I 'IB LIT
tion-ai.- dil ia With pride and pleasure that ga'
the acknowledgement-- io the old-lin- e .r"6Country for the Jimely. efficient, and patllu!
they rendered during the late presidential a
In the States of Kentjicky,

c mnft

h Carolina, fiare, gJuand last, but nirX p..ii.'. .w. Jersey,
if r w - y iilu i n Oi v I

were most conspTmtrrt and if we are now .:L1"-o- r

over the triumph .oi freedom over fanaticism ,nonal.ty over sectionalism, and over a Union S
served and a constitution uph-l- d. no slight sharethe vip.torv ia duo in tha 0n v of

band of patriots who could not be dismayed bv d?
settions. intimidated bv menaces, or hthlA
tered into opposition to those principles upon whir

'
alone the republic can rest in security

i ne Louisville Courier, an influential or?an idOld-liri- p lvlli. H MC cflnbo ..t U- - ? " V "18
; 7 . i" rii8i ana probablefuture position of the party which it has so lone anS
so ahlv itMiresontA.l- -j -- 1 -- .

"The success of the democratic candidate r.
;ky, it is conceded on all sides, is due the nil '

and patriotic course pursued by the remnant of ,
tir i ug i arty in this State, who, unseduced bv v.""
nothingism, maintained their honor through avtre political crisis, and unfaltering kept gten v.
uiuhc of tho Union, havinsr resolved J he

ti nt did not .arrv the hriffht and e.;tti.:" -- ?artJ
nm united conntrv. 1 hat whih i o nag ()f

upon doing when thev met in rnnvnm;.."'ey resolved,
ton last April, they have accomplished. N,lm2nns'
;,s ,t has b. en estimated ten thousand loyal men'they rallied under that banner which '

flaunted a, the head of the opposition, tt whicS
proved to be ihe only one in th.s momentous ,Co,that was not borne by sectional, proscipiVf :

intolerant partisans. Holding the balance of pov7
in the State, they readily and cheerfully deter lined
io throw it in favor of the Union and itMnaintcnanc
We know that many of this gallant band werelurpinr to yield up their personal preference ami

re

pa.t aesr.ciations. but they did it with their wholeliearls, for ihe perpetuity of the nation was ai gfatp
To assist in its pre.-ervati-on was their chief aim t0

'
geiher with a desire lo rebuke ihe arrogance of
frcret order, that has assumed or itself alfthe virtue

a

nnd the possession of powers unwarranted l'y law
or reason.- -

"Hovr well wc have succeeded all know, an I iit
ffno assumption in us to claim a share in ihe-lorien-

victory, for which a grateful people are now rejoicin
One ot these ten thousand whigs a whig by eduea
tion and instinct we labored with all the ardor eaj
nesiness, and ability we possessed, and never iii anv "

exciting contest where our most famous leaders weremarshalling the old whig battalions, did the and
'

ileterminatioji to succeed animate us more.
; Now that the battle has been fought and won

we feel, in common with our whi friends who have
so nobly sustained us, no delicacy or embarrassment
v. hatevt-- r in our position. We are what wc always
werr, friends of the Union and the enemies of tho.e
w ho would proscribe men for their religious belief
the friends of law a.id o.der, and the enemies o.f ihe
riotous and rebellious spirit inaugurated by knovv.
nothingism. We are friends to the South and friends
to the North, and enemies as well to the extremists
of one section as to the freedom-shriekin- g fanatics of
the other.

u When Mr. Buchanan shall have entered upon
the discharge of ihe duties of his elevated position
we shall sustjin him and his administration in what
ever is riht, and oppose that which we esteem to bt
erroneous. We have no doubt that great prudence
and isilow will characterize his management of

public affaiis. He is a man of great experience, ol

ti.ie executive talents, and distinguished virtues.
W iih a wi-- e cabinet he can restore peace and confi-
dence to the country. He can crush out sectionalism
at the North, not by dint of oppressive measures, but
by a disc eet course of policy. It is in hi power to

make his term of office a bright epoch in ihe history
ot tjie couniry--a- n era marked by the restoration of
good-wil- l io all We haveconfidenceili.it
such will be the result In accomplishing tlu se ben-
eficent meaMir. s he will find no body of men mure
willm- - to lender him assistance thAn the thousand
of patriotic wl iga all over the land who in the resent
contest gave him iheir labor and their votes.

English idea of American Life. A New York-

er who fired a revolver in the street in London, was
let off on a iiht fine, on the ground that it was a
common practice in the United States, where nobody
though anything of it The Lord Mayor said it was
a very surprising state of society, but he w.s not
prepared to dispute the fact.

SCHOOLS.
Office of the LUernry UohkI.)

Raleigh, Nov. 3d, 1S5G. j
mado distribution of the net income of said Fund for the year
Schools, have directed the following tabular statement to be
County, and the sum total distributed during the year
persons entitled to tne same, on application to the Treasury

and Wilson will receive their portion out of the amount du

ns at
ublic

of tho several Counties, from the share of which deductions aro
Blind, to the law requiring them to levy a tax for the support of

not doing o. (See ReFised Code, chapter ti, section 12.)
THOS. BUAGG, Pres. Ex. Officio

of the Literary Board .

Dist. Total Dist. Deductjfor Deaf and Dumb. Balaucf

( Peter L. Kay,
$1,219 92 $2,439 84 Wm. Keek, $225 00 $994 92

600 36 1.200 72 (Barbara J. Whitsett,
1,290 72 2,581 44 Wm. Covington, 75 00 213 ?!
1,024 68 2,049 36
1.405 92 2,811 48 David Latham, 75 00 1,339 90

1.196 76 2,393 52
962 88 1,925 76 David Watson, 75 00 887 ?'
714 12 1,428 21

1,480 56 2,961 12 C Moses Fisher,
830 38 1,660 56 Leak Fisher, 225 00 515 SS

1,040 88 2,081 76 C Catharine Fisher,
7J0 32 1,400 64
620 88 1,241 7b Thomas Berry, 7o 545

714 96 1,489 92 Sarah BuBhall, 75 6$
1,459 32 2,918 64

988 08 1,976 16
1,926 60 3,853 20

804 36 1,608 72
630 21 1,261 48

1,163 64 2,327 28
636 96 1,273 92

1,479 48 2,958 9tj
2,126 76 1,253 52 Lazarus Crow, 150 00 1,95$

750 84 1,501 68 Jesse Holder,
1,6-9- 76 3,389 52

83 76 1 ,679 52
1,333 32 2,666 64 j Perlina Shelton, 150 00
1,652 40 3,304 80 ( Margaret Perry,
1,275 74 2.550 48 Caroline Pratt, 75

OO'
1,21) 6) ?3

1,141 20 2,282 40
867 36 1,734 72 Massey, 150 00! -- 1Tt,825 36 1,650 72 (John Wyles,

2,076 36 4,152 72
638 52 1,277 04 i Wm. Berry, 150,217 60 1,435 20 I Emily Hyatt, 00( 2,067

1.560 81 3,121 68 Alary Burt, 75 00 1,435 St

828 84 1,657
825 96 1,651
798 72 1,597
79:) 20 1,580 Jane O'Neal, 75 00 715

1,567 14 3,131

,423 32 2,816 61
472 20 94 4 40
741 84 1,483 68 E. Gurganus, 75 00 fit- 4

830 88 1,661 76

688 92 1,377 84
740 1,480 56

3v 1 ,670 64
1,406 88 2,813 76

739 56 1,479 12 A. R. Shield, 150 00 876 2b

1,026 26 2,052 52 Chas. Shield,
1,081 08 2,168 16 jWm. Tilley,
1,708 32 3,416 64 Chas. B. Morris, 225 00 1,43
1,287 72 2,575 44 Juha Lapps,

844 80 1,689 60
1,794 84 3,589 68

924 96 1,819 92 Penelope Pendleton, 75 00 S49!

723 60 1,447 20
1,059 00 2,118 00
1'289 40 2,578 80

1.821 12 3,612 24 A. A. Craven, 75 OOj l,74t.l2

952 32 1,904 64
1,329 60 2,659 20
1,483 56 2,967 12
1,479 48 2,950 96
1,486 56 2,973 12
1,477 32 2,954 64

761 76 1 ,523 52
1,018 80 2.037 60 Ml 16

2,117 16 4,234 32 Larkin Snow, to 00

534 24 1.068 48
1,110 96 2,221 92 Cornelia Saunders, 38-- t

2,534 76 5.069 52 Narciisa Dupree, 150 00
1K -

1,243 92 2,487 84 Julia Simpson, 75 00
573 60 1,147 20
401 76 803 52

1,377 36 2,754 72
1,397 04 2,794 08

968 16 1,937 32

$90,425 04 $180,850 00 114

ence of iSlbef Statcs-'au- d jitirrnmtfnts. wouIdseem to to
dictate such a course, and the debt ran be more easily to

and extinguished in this way;' Looking to the pres-
ent safeonly, policy would seem to requirt it. if for no otbei ia
reason than that of maintaining eur credit unimpaired;,

thus enabling us to use it readily and upon the best
Wins, for extending our public works, or for other pur-
poses.

I
The effect of such a system would surely b to

keep oar Statu bonds at par (a very important coevid or
ation.) a id in all probability to put them at a preminu.

I submit to your better judgmeiit as to the beat meane
be adopted for raising audi fund, advising, however,
one be provided, that its management shall be entrus-

ted to a competent board, with a Secretary'; the Pnblie
Treasurer to be made the treasurer ef the board, bat the
funds to be kept separate and distinct, at all tim, from

other funds ef the State. . .

It has beeq already stated that It appears from the a
books of the Public Treasurer that there was due. on
accoimt.'io the Litterary Fund the sum of S140.412 86

the 1st Kovemlwr. 1856, and that the State was furth-
er indebted to that Fund for interest on sundry bonds, of

the sum of 530,632 32, or thereabouts; making the
whole amount due $171,045 18.

A considerable portion of the balance appearing on

the books is principal money, and ought to be invested
how much does not appear from the account, but may-

be ascertained. This balance has been accumulating
some years. A large portion of the interest men-

tioned above. s not carried into the account, is due up
two bonds of the State, constituting the item of 540 --

360 55, in the statement given of the bonded debt of
the State. These bonds were executed by the Public
Treasurer in the years 1848 ond 1849, by virtue ot a res-

olution of the General Assembly, in lieu of other funds
belonging to the Literary Fund, which were transferred

the State Treasury. No interest has been paid upon
tbeso bonds. Calculated to the last semi-annu- al pay day

same, the interest amounts to the snm of 22 955 80.
Under the circumstancee presented, and in the present
state of the public treasury, I icspectfnlly recommend,
that this amount be converted into principal, and that
the public treasurer be required to execure the bond of
the State for the same to the President and Directors of
the Literary Fund, bearing six per cent , interest, paya-

ble semi-annuall- y. In
By the exi-tin- g law on the subject the coupou bonds of

the art-- payable to bearer, aod no endorsement by i

owner r holder is required for their transfer. The holder
for the time biinj; collects the coupons for interest, and may
collect tho principal money when due. As a general rule
this provision is bet, lor b nds thus transferable ore more
saleable in the Northern market. But it hss been suggested
to me by some of our own citijcns, who havp WSfle pcrma-p- '

t investments in these bonds, pureh&sed either of the
Public Treasurer, or others, that where a holder or purcha-
ser

I

of a bond desires it, the Treasurer of the State should be
required to note the number, date and amount of the bond
in a book t o be kept for that purpose, and to whom it belongs,
and a'o to endorse upon the bond that, it is transferable
only at his office by writing on the bnd, witnessed by him.

It is generally the case that holders of these bonds, ameng
our own citizens have no safe place to keep them. They are
liable to be lost, stolen, or destroyed by accident. The con-

sequence is that those who hold them feel insecure, and those
who do not, l'e-i- r to invest in them. It seems to me such a
provision should be made, and every inducement held out to
our own citizens to make investment in the?e securities.

It gives Die pleasure to inform you that by means of the
liberal aid extended by the last General Assembly our main
lines of Railroad improvement, are being extended east and
west as rapidly as circumstances will allows On the 12th of
kSeptembcr, 1 853, a subscription, on behalf of the State, of

.fj(io.i)0. was made to the stock of the Atlantic and N. U.
Kilroa: ompany, of which the sum of $533,000 has been

' 1 1 1 - 4 1 A .
paia oy naic oi ct.no uuuua.

The whole road from Goldsboro to the terminus at Shep-ard- 's

Point, on Beaufort harbor, is under contract, a large
portion of it is graded, and another portion extending
miles west from tho town of Newbern has been laid with iron,
and is now in use

On the 20th September, 1S55, a subscription of $800,000
was also mad.) by the State to the stock of the Western N.
C. Railroad Company, of which the sum ot $2Q,00Q has
lately been paid by sale ot bonds ine gre uer part oi ine
line of this road haa been surveyed, and the portion of it
from Salisbury to a point near Stateaville and thence to the
west bank of the Catawba river has been located, aud let
out to contractors, and a considerable portion of it bar been
graded. Fuller information as to thene works will no doubt
be laid before you by the respective companies during your
session.

I have been promijed a full report as to the operation on
Deep riv r, and regret that 1 have not an opportunity to lay
the aame before you at this time. Some of the works on
the river were damaged te some extent during the present
year by high wat r, but nut to the extent that was at fmt
supposed. I was invited duiing the present fall by the di-

rectors -- f the company, to go upon the line of the works and
see the extent nod progress" of the improvement, but my
engagements were such that I could not do so. It is repre-
sented to me by one of the State directors that the ultimate
practicability of the work i be ond a doubt, and that safe
steamboat navigation h8 been obtained to Loekville, on
Deep river; that above t nt a neavy stone lock na
been deemed advisable by the Engineer in charge, and when
that is completed, that tbe navigation will be opened to the
coalfields ' But that some of the older works mast be re-

placed, to a considerable extent by new ones of a more sub-

stantial character ; and tkat to complete all the work con-

templated nd relieve the company of an outstanding debt
oi about 4100.000, which ha-- : greatly embarrassed the co u- -

pany in ita operations, a turtber sum ot about fouo,ouu win
be requisite. I can only add tbftt when inore definite infor-
mation as to this important work is received, it bH be
promptly laid before you. A report is soon expected from
tha commissioners appointed to superintend th work on Tar
river, which, when received, will be laid before you.

It is my purposo also in a short time, to submit '.to you
reports from other companies, including one from the agent
to superintend tho construction of the Western Turnpike- -

lie informs me that all of tha road from Ashville to the
Tennessee line near the Duck Town Copper Mine has beeu
completed, excepting about two hundred yards near Waynes-ville- ,

in the county of Haywood, in relation o which a suit
at law is now pending.

I know not what calls may be made upon you at the pres-
ent session for further aid to works of internal improvements.
I have heretofore expressed tbe opinion that the State sLould
furnish liberal aid to work of the kind, txtending them as
rapidly as she can, consistently witp Rpr means of doing ?o.
It as upon this principle that the ltmt General Assembly
acted, and such 1 believe will be the future policy ot the
State. Whether further appropriations should be mad at
this session, and if so, to wuat-exteo- t, is more especially
your province to determine, and is submitted to your wisdom
and better mdement.

During the present year, the State Geologist, Dr. lCmmous,
made kiown to me his readiness to prepare a report of his
survey of the State, so far as completed, and the matter
having been brought to the attention ot the Literary Board,
under whose supervision the law required the report to be
published, Dr. hainons was requested to prepare it for pub
lication ; and the Hoard determined to nave i.uuu copies
printed an 1 bound in boards, with suitable plates and ex
planatory maps.

The work was Iput to press as prepared and furnished in
sheet- - h;is all been printed, and '? U0Y )n the hands of the
binder, and will be ready in a short time to be Ii4 bfpre
you.

It was deemed advisable to publish the report in the man
ner stated, as it will be no doubt found worthy of a place in
our own public and private libraries, as well an in thos
abroad ; and it was supposed that tho number ordered to be
published would iurnish a sufficient aupply for uintribution.
leaving copios enough to reimburse the State for the cost of
publication, should tbe Legislature ;rdcr them to be sold.
A statement of the costg ot publication will be sent in with
the report. Thxre was unexpended aid in the Treasury, of
the amount appropriated for making the survey, a sum more
than sufficient to defray all the expenses of publication.

For reasons already stated, I have not been able to read
the report ; ut I have reason to believe that it will be found
of much interest, not only to the map of science, but to the
general reader. The mineral resources of the State espe-
cially, will be fully made known ; and it will bo sepn that,
in this rexpect, our State is second to only one in the Union.
In some other respects the report is incomplete, and more
timf and iurther examinations are necessary.

It Is itue to Dr. Kinmniis to state that, for the pnst two years
or more, lie lias Imil but one assistant, instead of two, as o igi
tally contemplated, and that during the present veir a consid-

erable portiou of his time lias been necessarily devoted to the
preparation of his report. In compliance with the resolution of
the lust General Assembly, he has alse collected and arranged a
cabinet of rare and beautilul minerals, which may be seen in
the west wing of the Capitol, and which will be found well
worthy of your examination.

Deeming it a matter of much iinpoi lance that the survey com-
menced should be completed, I respectfully recommend that the
act passed for the purpose by your piedecesaors, be not re-
pealed. I know that many of our fellow citizens incline lo the
belief or perhaps do believe, that no benefit will result to the
Mate from what has been done, or what may be done, it the
work is farther prosecuted. Such is not the opinion of scienti
fic men, or at least of some of them. I have before me now a
letter from one of ihe most eminent geologists and chemists in
the .country, speaking in the highest terms of the scientific dis-cceu-

of f)r. . in this estate, and of the successful manner in
which he had conducted the survey. In conclusion he says:
" The time will come, if the Legisjature perseveres in carrying
forward this survey and printa'the reports prppcrly, when the
Bute will be proud of this wok." And further; " ijo not
know of a single instance, in which the people of any State has
ever regretted the expenditure of money in a geological survey,
nor one where the good effected has not been immensely beyond
the pecuniary cost of the work."

By the provisions of the act entitled " an act to amend the n

of North Carolina," passed at the last session of the
Uenerai assembly the Governor of the State was required to
giva notice of the passage of the same, to the people of the fHatc,
by proclamation, which was to be published, together with a
copy of tha act, in ten newsjjapeig jn the State, at least six
months before the election of members to flic next General As-
sembly. ...

In accordance therewith, my proclamation, accompanied by a
duly certified copy of the act, was issued on the 24lh January,
1856, and published for six months thereafter, consecutively, in
the North Carolina Htandard, Raleigh Register, Democratic Pio-jee- r,

Warrenton News, Daily Journal, North Carolinian, Fay-ettevil- U

Observer, Greensboro' Patriot, Salisbury Banner, and
Asheville News.

The propriety of making the proposed amendment to our
constitution has undergone so much discussion throughout
the State for some years past, and my own opinion has been
so often publicly expressed in its favor, that it is hardly
necessary for rae to say more upon the subject at this time
than to bring the matter to your attention, and earnestly
recommend the speedy passage of the bill by the requisite
constitutional majority in the shape that it bassed the last
General Assembly; and that you will, in conformity to the
proyision of the constitution on the subject, "prescribe a
mode by which the amendment may be submitted te the
qualified voters of the House of Commons throughout the
State," for their approval or disapproval by their votes.

At the last session of the General Assemblv bills were nasa- -
ed to reoharter the Bank of Cape Feat and the Bans of the
State ot North Carolina. I was duly notified on' the 2nd
Aprl, 19K, tnat tne stecknolders in the Cape bear Bank
accepted the renewal ef their charter.' lam unofficially in
formed that the stockholders of (he Hank of the"State do!
clined to accept of the charter granted to that Bank.By
tha terms of the present charter their corporate powers will
cease on the first January, I860. If this bans should go

oe paiu jn mo same maimer, uuicsa ouicr ptuviaiuu i

madetherefor.rii': ; ;,,: ; ; , .7

The State i bound, as endorser, as lollews met
bonds of the Wilmington & Weldon R. R. : -

' - :

Co.,I"'"-"- 5250,000
bond of Cape-- Fear &. Deep River Nav.' and

Co., falling due lnAt!ii year 1885, ' - - 800,000
bonds of Chesapeake &. Albemarle Canal '

Co., falling duo in 30 years, ; "; -
, 250,000

. ... .5800,000
The State Is secured by mortgages; according to the to

several acts of Assembly.... directing the above-
endorse-

ment.
if

-

Of the amount last named, 50,000 only of bonds has
been endorsed an I delivered by the public trasurer.
But the whole amount U put down, as. the company has the
piven the certificate of tho reanisitu subscription of
stock in tbexauj-- . and executed the mortgage required

the charter to rntitle it to the endorsement of its
bonds, to the amount statea, wnen caiieu lor. on

The interest h,Tormany years, been paid promptly
bv the first nanvd company : and itspresent prosperous in

condition removi-- all aotiui a in us auiuty 10 pay ior
the future. The interest ha also been paid ou the
bonds of the Ca; v Fear and Deep River Company.
The bonds of the latter company have been issued with-

in i he past six months.
From inlorujation unofficially received, it is highly for

probable that the Wilmington. Charlotte and Ruther
ford Railroad Company will o far comply with Ihe on

term of it c'.urtt-r- . granted at the Ut session of the
General Assemblv as to enable it to call u;-o- the State
for endomni. nts of its bonds. As to the procaine

of such endorsements, or the times when they
may be called for, I am notable now to give any definite
information. Ii i proper, however, to refer you to the to

charter of the company, and to say that, more definite
information ill Le laid before you during your tesion, on

should it come to my possession.
I may a!.o refer you to the charter of the Western N.

C Railroad Co., by which the State is pledged to sub-

scribe two thirds of the stock for tho sections hereafter
to be Htiilt, should private stockholders subscribe one- -

iif this detail of the present and prospective indebt-

edness of the State, I have omitted temporary loans by,

and indebtedness to, some of the banks of the btate,
authorized by of the last General Assembly.
These liabilities arc fluctuating, and will more properly
appear in the report of the public treasurer.

To nuet these liabilities, besides the means to be de-

rived from taxation and other ordinary souri of reve- -

.ii... siinonn the ollowine siocks ana cuecifnnc,
Raleigh & Gaston Railroad, Stock, far value, 8487,500

N. C. Railroad; d., ii 2,000,000

N. C. Railroad, preferred 6 percent, 1,000,000

Atlan. & N. C. Railroad, paid for 533,000

W'estem N. C. Railroad, paid for, 200,000

Railroad stocks, 84,220,500

Fayetteville & Western P. R. stock per value, $120,000
Fayettevillc & Warsaw, " 10,000

Fayetteville t Albermarlc, paid for, " 30,000

Plankroad stocks, $160,000

New River N. Co. stock, per value, and paid for, $10,000
Yadkin Nav. Co., paid for, " ,31122
Capo Fear & Deep Riv. Nav. Co., " 160,000

Navigation stocks, $175,000

The State also holds the bond of the Wil-

mington and Weldon Railroad Company,
upon which the interest is regularly paid,
fJr $50,000 00

Also, two bonds of the Seaboard and Roan-

oke Railroad Company, each for $5,387 14,
dated January 3d, 1841, payable in two
and four years, interest payable semi-an-nuall- y,

10,774 28

$60,774 28

No interest has been paid on these last named bonds,
and the last General Assembly extended the time for
payment of principal and interest on the first bond to 3d

January next, and should the same be then paid, the
time for the payment of the principal and interest on

the other bond was extended to tht 3d January, 1858.
In this connection it may be proper to say that $40,-00- 0

was appropriated to the improvement of Neuse riv-

er, and that after making the survey of th river the
balance was subscribed as directed, to the stock of the
stock of the Neuse River Navigation Company.

No report has been made to me by the President of
the company, as required by tne charter, uui i learn
unofficially that no practical benefit has resulted from
the expenditure, and that the property and effects tf the
company have all been sold under execution.

By virtue of the act of 184--u,u- uu, ana Dy ine
act of 1854-- 5 15,000 were appropriated and raised by
the sale of bonds for the improuemcnt of Tar River, to
be expended under tho direction of commissioners ap-

pointed by the Governor. No provision was made for
charging tolls on the river ; and the sura expended is
not included, therefore, among tho stocks owned by the
State.

The Western Turnpike is owned entirely by the State,
and will be noticed more particularly hereafter.

The State has also some inconsiderable amount of
stock in Turnpike Companies, which have not lately
been, nor are likely to become, profitable or of much
value.

It is hardly necessary to add that the other railroad
and navigation stocks owned by the State constitute a
part of the Literary Fund.

The receipts into the Public Treasury for the two last
fiscal years, ending the 31st October, 185G, are stated as
follows, from tho books of that office :

Fiscal year, Fiscal year,
i 1854-'- 5. 1855-'- 6.

Ral. & (iaston R. R. dividends,1 30,712 50 S 29,250 00
Fay. & Western Plankroad do. 4.800 00 4,800 00
Tax on Attorney's license, j 565 601 535 80
Tax on Bank stock, j 7,973 25 14.182 33
Interest on W. & R. R. bonds, 3,000 00
Cherokee bonds, 963 00 1 300 00
Public Tax, 279,255 68 341,833 84

$327,270 03 $391,901 97

To tho item for public taxes received for the last fis-

cal year should be added tho sum of $10,211 34, for de-

faults by Sheriffs, the larger portion of which has been
since paid and tbo residue will bo collected.

It will appear also that the atitn of $3 000, interest on
the bond of the Villminton and Weldon Railroad Com
pany i not credited, tbo last fioal year Properly speak-
ing, it should bavo been, wan omitted by a mere over-
sight, and will be found an a credit in the present fiscal

t .1 Atyear, including; inese sums ine amount oi revenue ior
the last fiscal year may be set down at $405,113 31.

I regret to aay that thin amount will be less in the
present fiscal year, in all probability, by the dividends
received heretofore from Raleigh and Gaston Railroad
stock, and partially, if not entirely, ou stock in the Fay-
etteville and Western Plankroad. No dividend was
made at a late meeting of the stockholders of the former
company, owing to the fact that the earnings of the com-

pany were chiefly expended in heavy and extensive re-

pairs to that poit ion of the Read extending from Gaston
to Weldon, which, though lately built, was so defectiv-
ely constructed as to render these repairs indispensa
ble.

The bridge over the Roanoke river, at Gaston, is also
undergoing thorough repairs, and large sums will be re-

quired during the ensuing year for both purposes. It
is expecled after these repairs arc made, that the stock
owned by the State in this company will again be re-

munerating.
No dividend has been made during the present year

on the Fayetteville and Western Plankroad stock. The
construction of the North Carolina Railroad has, it i

said, impaired to a considerable extent the business of
the Plankroad. and it cannot now be safely looked to
for paying the handsome dividends which it formerly
yielded.

It is confidently expected that the North-Charolin- a

Railroad will ultimately pay good dividends. It i hop-
ed that it may pay some dividend at an early day, and
thus measurably relieve the public treasury. Uut I am
not sufficiently informed upon the subject at this time,
to form a reliable opinion as to how soom such may be
the ce. You will, however, probably have such infor-
mation laid before you daring the session, as will ena-
ble yon to determlno whether any aid may be reasona-
bly expected from that source in making provisions to
meet tho liabilities, present and prospective, of the
State.

The ordinary expenses"" of the 3tate government for
the two fiscal years ending tho 31st October, 1858. will
not, I think, exceed $170,000. or an average of $85,000
per year. They will be more this year on account of
your session, and less the next.

From tbo statements given it will appear that the in-

terest payable, annually, on the present bonded debt of
the State U $302,328 15
And upon bonds to be Issued under exist-

ing Uwi, the greater part a the present
fiscal year, 70,836 00

And unless provision is made for raising it
otherwise, there must be paid out of the
Treasury, in all probability, for the Yad-

kin &. New Riv. Nav, Co's, the sum of 25,000 00
It will be seen, therefore, that the present revenue of

the State will fall short of meeting these liabilities, and
that farther provision should be made for that purpose.

I deem it a matter, too, of the first importance that
provision

.
should

.
be made for the ultimate payment of

A 1 a a a fla -
1 e principal or tne aent H ine oiate, present and pers- -

several uapiuuea aa mey rail cue; '

' EXECOTIT DsPaKTMENT,
IUlikih, Wot. 17, 1856 On

To the Bonprable the General Assembly -

of the State of North Carolina: On

Gentlemen: You hare been elected by the people of On
the State to represent them in this General Assemwy.
They have confided to you powers, the highest ana most
important known to oar governments Jaw. Coniing

a vou do fresh from the great body of your felJow-citi-ze- ns

and from every section of tho State, itJ anpposed

that you are acquainted with their wants nd aeeoafeities,

and that these will be provided for, so far as It tan be
donoby wholesome and enlightened legislation- - I dfcibt
Tnt that everv effort will be made on your partnot to

sonrvnint. ihpa TMsnnaWa expectations.-'Po- t my own,

allow me to assure yoa that my aid, however feeble,
shall at all times be given towards facilitating your labors. by

Before touching upon matters concerning more espe-

cially our own State and polity, allow me to congratul-
ate yon upon the happy termination of the eiciting pol-

itical contest through which the country has lately pass-

ed. For the first time in our history wo have seen an
attempt seriously made by one section, or more properly
speaking, hy a political party of that section, to get the
control of the different departments of the general gov-

ernment, with the determination expressed to administer
that government on strictly sectional party grounds. It
was virtually an attempt to degrade one section and to
endanger its institutions, and to deny to ittSe ci"1
rights and privileges to which all the States in the Union
ara entitled, and which hitherto thev have enjoyed.

True it is. that all this was sought to be done accord
ing to the forms of the constitution. But the attempt
was not the less atrocious for that reason

The general eovernment was intended by its framers
to operate for the protection and safety of all, and if
properly administered, will only be telt in tne mosi nen-efice- nt

manner. But whenever it is seized upon, even
under the forms of the constitution, by one sectiou of
the country and so wrested, and perverted from its leg
HimatA niirnnups as to henomc an instrument of oppres

ion or degradation to the other, he knows very little of
the Southern people who believes that they wouia suu-mif- c

tamfilv and ifmominioiisl v to snch a government and
to such an Union, however dear one of a different kind
mav ha and T trust and believe, is to all. Whatever
mav have been said to the contrary, we of the South
have not sought to control the affairs of the country or
its government, so as to advance our own peculiar views
and interests at the expense of any other section.

All we have askedJbr is to be protected in the rights
secured to us by the constitution, to be let alone in their
enjoyment, and to be treated as equals among tne mates

nri in tnfi r.nmmnn i erritories 01 me umuu. nxu

this we have not sought to obtain. Less, if true to our
selves, wo will never submit to take.

United, as wc have been, mainly, in the late contest,
we have nothing to fear. For a time madness and fanati
cism rrilpri fhp. rfav and th wisest, the bC8t and most
patriotic in the land were filled with fear and misgiving.
Rnf tht rpsii if. slinws thai w have as friends a lare
ad influential body of patriotic, conservative, national
men at the North, who, in a crisis like the one we have
passed, are ready , at every hazard, to stand by the Union
and the rights of every section. The task set before
them, I regret to say, was one not easy of accomplish-
ment. But well and successfully have they performed
it, and entitled themselves to the thanks and plaudits of
all and the eternal gratitude of tho South. For the pre-

sent the contest is ended, perhaps to bo renewed in a
short time. Let us hope otherwise, and that peace, or-

der and good feeling may return and abide with us.
One of the foremost statesmen of the land, a man em-

inent for his talents, of great knowledge and experience
in public affairs just in his purposes, national in his
views, moderate in all things, and whose private life
has been as pure and irreproachable as his public one
has been honorable and useful has been elected Presi-
dent of these United States. Scarcely inferior in all the
qualities of a statesman, though of fewer years and less
experience in public affairs, is he who has been elected
to the second office within our gift.

With the legislative department of the government in
accord, surely we have ampie reason to hope for a suc-

cessful administration of our national affairs, a restor-
ation of peace and harmony, and a strengthening of the
ties which bind together the States in one National Union.

It gives me pleasure to be able to state to you that
Binco your last session, the general condition of the
State has been one of prosperity and improvement. Our
public works are steadily advancing, eur colleges and
schools are on the increase, and are generally in a high
state of prosperity ; eur Common School system, though
by no means perfect, is yet gradually improving and
manifesting very decidedly some of the beneficial results
anticipated from it. Our great interets, agriculture, to
say nothing of others, is attracting the notico it deserv-
es, and our people are on the enquiry for the best modes
of improving, their lands and increasing their crops.
Upon the whole, our physical comforts are being increas-
ed, while it is believed that our moral condition, as a
people, is improving. And though one of our grain
crops for the present year has been cut short for the
want of timely rains, yet, in view of the manifold bles-

sings we have enjoyed, and tho evils from which we
have been spared, we have ample cause to render thanks
to that kind Providence which hitherto has so eminently
blessed our people and country.

Tho first subject to which I desire to call your more
particular attention is, the important one of the public
debt of the State.

In advance of the report of the Public Treasurer,
which will in due time be presented to you, that officer
has, at my rrquest, furnished me with the following
statement, shewing the indebtedness of the State by
bonds, the various items composing the same, for what
purposes incurred, and the times at which these sums
respectively fall due :

iMOfNT. whbh iu:e.

For bonds ifued on neeount of Iial-eia;-

and Gaston Railroad, $ 500,000 00 Jan. 1, 1860
On bonds Us tied at sundry times in

1819, under act of 17th Jan. 1849 to
provide for the payment of the debt
of the Btate to the Bank of Cape
.rear, to trio Hank or tlio Btate, and
other debts duo on account of en-
dorsement by the State for the Ral-eiu- h

and Gaston Railroad. 200,000 OOijln 1859
Under uct to provide for tho payment

f the debt of tho State, paeecd Jan.
iI8Ul, 1S51, 40.000 oo' In 1861

Do. do. do. 130,000 OOi In 1S62
Fayetteville nnd Western Plankroad

bonds, mnnintr twenty years, 28,500 00! In IKfiO

Do. do. l. 33,500 00; In 1870
Do. do. do. 40.000 OOj In 1871
Do. do. do. 20,000 00 In 1872

The foreifohiK nro registered bonds
Tho following are coupon bonds, nn

der act of 27th January, 1S49, for
construction of Uastonand Weldon
Railroad, and for improvement ot
the navigation of tho Neunc and Tar
rivers, running 1en years, 41,000 OOj July i, isaDo. do. do. 67,000 od Jan. 1, 1865

De. do. do. 44,000 July 1, 1866
On account of North Caroliua Rail OOj

road bonds, running thirty years, 500,000 OOi Jan. 1, 1883
De. do. do. 600,000 00; July 1, 1883
Do. de. do. 500.000 001 Jan. 1, 1884
Do. do. do. 130,000 OOj July 1, 1884
Do. do. do. 370,000 00 Jan. 1, 18S5
Do. do. do. 1,000,000 00! April 1, 1S85
Fayetteville and Centre Plankroad

bondx, ranning twenty years, 20,000 oJ April 1, 1S75
Do. do do. 10,000 00 July 1, 1876
Fayetteville and Warsaw Plankroad

londs, running twenty years. 4,000 July 1, 1875
Tar river, under act of 14th February OOj

1S55, bonds running thirty vears. 15,000 00: Jan. 1, 1886
Lunatic Asylum bonds, .running ten

years, 40,000 00 Jan. 1. 1S66
Do. de do. 19,000 00 Jaly 1, 186
Atlantic and N. C Railroad bonds

running thirty years, 500,000 (XV Jan. 1, 1886
Do. do. do. 33,000 Off Jan. 1. 1886
Western and N. O. Railroad bonds,

running thirty years, 200,000 00 Oct. 1. 1SS6
Bonds for money carried te public i'

land ny resolution oi ueneral As
eembly, 40,360 55

Bonds for money borrowed of the Lit-
erary Board, 15,442 00

$5,038,802 55!

The books of the Treasury further show an indebted-
ness by the State to the Literary Fund, on account, on
the 1st November, 1856, of $140,412 86. It is proper
to state thatjthis amount should bo increased by about
the sum of $30,632 32, for interest on bonds of the
Stato held by tho Literary Board, as above set forth,
and also upon coupon bonds of the State, purchased
and now held as part of the Literary Fund. Further
reference will bo made to the matter before concluding
this communication.

By virtue of legislation at the last General Assembly,
btate bonds for the following amounts are yet to be
sold, and the proceeds applied as follows
Fayetteville and Albemarle Plankroad ' run-

ning 20 years, S20.000Fayetteville and Warsaw Plankroad, runnin?
. 20 years, 6,000

Atlantic & N. C. R. R., for balance of State's
subscription, 30 year bonds, and which will
probably all be called for in the ensninsyear,

S533.C00Western N C. R. R., 30 year bonds, for bal- -
",C,e uV'8 Ascription, and whichwill probably be called for before themeet-in- g

of the next General Assembly 600,000Insane Asylum 20 year bonds, will be requi-red at an early day, 21,000

Total,

$20000 wa?? la8t GeDeral As'ett-Di-
y,

stock of theNavigation Company of which $5,000 ha, W paid"
and nader the provisions of a similar
subscribed to the stock of New River NavieationoT
pany, of which $10,000 has been paid
Ajuiiug iu uo paiu iua UUi OI OK ftnrt

The payments above r mad t 9?'
. o uMug mi

with about two millie of capital, based upon the same gen-or- al

principles, wjt,b ucb guards and restrictions as exper-
ience may have shown to be necessary placing neither
Mm and uauiunl restrictions noon the Bank. nor. on the
oihur hand, extending U) H. privileges and immunities over
and above individuals, .nuless pecessary ; snd proper for the Dr.
fcU'-csf- eunduet of its business.: . .' a

It is believed that such an institution, properly managed,
would answer oar wants in fumlthing a sound currency, af-

ford a safe and profitable investment for our Literary Fund,
and at many times, to be of essential service to the State in

financial point ef view. are
Thus thinking, it would, in my opinion be safer to act up-

on the experience of ths pa.t than to venture upon any un-

tried experiments.
A proper administration of justice in the several Counties
the State is a matter of acknowledged importance. A

fair amount of labor is due and is expected from our judicial
officers, but more than this should neither be expected nor
required, either on grounds ot policy or of justice to meri-

torious public servants For it more labor is required of a
Judge than he can well perform, any one who has had ex
perience in our Courts well knows tbatgit results in an ac-

cumulation of eases upon the docket, increasing the expen-
ses

in
of the Counties, and rendering extra terms of the Courts

necessarv. and eausing to suito a large accumulation of
costs and expenses.

Looking to the present arrangements of our Superior ed
Curt Circuits, it seems to me that an additional Judicial
Circuit, making the 3th, should be established. fill

The number of Counties in the several Circuits is as ful
lows:

1st Circuit. 10 Counties.
2nd " 11
3rd 10
4th " 12
5th " 12
6th - 14 "
7th " ; 15 "

Light of the 15 oanties in the 7th gireuit are mountain hi
counties, West of the Blue Kidge, covering lrge territo-
ry traversed by many ranges of small mountains with in-

different roads, rendering the travel difficult and laborious.
addition to this, it will be seen that from the present ar-

rangement of tht, Courts of this circuit, any Judge, riding
it, will necessarily have to cro.-- s the Blue Itidge four times.
With such a circuit and such labors to perforin, we may well

imagine that a Judge, however diligent and laborious, would
be worn down, and in a great degree, unfitted for the per-
formance of his duties, towards the latter part of it .

This need of a new cirouit has arisen from the creation of
new counties in the 6th urH 7ih circuit.

But as tho eountry is settled up, especially in the mountain
art of the 7th circuit, other counties will be required and

made, and the evil will be thus increased.
1 am aware that this matter wra brought to the notice of

the last tieneral Assembly, and that it failed to establish
anotner circuit ; dui s matter ot lairness to our Superior
Court Judges, allowed them in addition to their regular sal-
aries the sum of $9(1 for each court held by them on a circuit,
over and anove twelve

JDUt ior me reasons siaieu, it serins to me mat a new cir-
cuit should be established. It willbeeeen that by reason
ot tne act or. tne last fCMon mere will te nvc extra courts
to be paid for in the th and 7th circuits, making for each
year the sum of $9C0 nearly half the salary of a Judge.
xso additional expense would he lucurred lor another folioi-to- r,

as under the law Solicitors receive so much for every
court they attend.

1 would, therefore, suggest that th- - i counties beyond the
Blue Kidge, now b longing to the 7th circuit, and one county
on this side of the mountains (McDowell, I think, would be
most convenient. shall constitute the 8th circuit, and that
out ol tbe six remaining counties of the 7th and the 14th
counties of tbe 6th circuit, two circuits, the 6th and 7th,
shall be made.

Accurate statistics of crime in a Stato are always a matter
of deep interest to many, and furnish most useful informa-
tion to those whose duty it is to make our criminal laws, or
to have them en'orced. Since 1 have eeen Governor of the
State 1 have been called upon, repeatedly, from abroad, to
furnish scb information tp thj State, but was unable to do so.

1 itein it a matter of sufficient importance to bring it to
your notice, and recommend that sumo means should be ad-

opted, to have reported, at least, all trials for capital felo-
nies. This may be v'one ver readily by requiring the So-

licitors in each judicial circuit to report all such cases t the
Attorney General of the State, who should be required to
report them, together with the cases in his own circuit, to
the Governor of the State, to bo lnid before each General
Assembly.

Under a resolution of the lust General Assembly, I was required
to appoint two commissioners to superintend the publishing of
the Revised Code U. F. Moore and William 3. Rodman, Es-
quires, were appointed for that purpose. "The work ws printed
in Boston, and.owing to the severity of last winter, could not be
shipped to this Mate us early as the first January last, when it
look eflectasthp statute law of (he State. Some of the volumes
were damage; at sea by stress af weatner. Those directed to be
distributed in this State, and to the other states and Territories,
were dispatched at as early a day as practicable. Of the residue,
but a small poition, comparatively, has been sold. The greater
part of those on hand has been sioied in boxes in the Capitol.
At an early time 1 will submit a more detailed statement relating
to the whole matter.

Under the resolution directing distribution amone the Jus
tices of the Peace, copies were only furnished to those whose
names were returned by the Clerks on their lists. N.anv of
those appointed by the last General Assembly, qualified af- -. . . . . ..i i h - x i i -
ter me mi ui .igiiruie mas sent up Dy ine respective
Clerks. By the terms of the resolution 1 was restricted to
the liat furnished. I theretore recommend that all those
Maiti.-trate- s appointed by the last General Assemblv who
qualified subsequently, shall each be furnished with apopyof
tne Code.

There i no provision now for sending our laws, as Dublish- -
ed to the different Departments ol tho General Government.
1 have been a pplied to for them by one or "more of the De
partments, but was unable to furnish them. I therefore re
commend tnat provision bo made tor that purpose.

It is important to snow, at many times, what our law is,
and moreover, it would be but an inadequate return formatiy
valuable books scut to ussy the general government.

I communhate herewith a copy of the third Annual Report
of Mr. Wiley, Stato .superintendent of Common Schools,
being his report for the year 1855. I am informed by him
that his report for the present year will be made at an early
day.

The one herewith sent will be found to contain much val-uab- lo

information on the subject of education in the State,
and especially as to the condition and prospects of our Ccm- -
mod Schools, and many valuable suggestions are made for '

the improvement of the system. The statements made from
pages 33 to 37 of the report, inclusive, and the tables at the
end of the report are especially interesting. Copies of this
report will be laid upon your desks.

Fy the census of 150 it appears that the number of white
persons in the State betweeu the ages of 5 and 21 years, was
215,453 Mr. Wiley reports the whole number of children
at the Common Schools in 73 counties in the State 'from re-
turns to him) for the year 1855 to have been 112,632. Es-
timating for the few remaining counties he gives the whole
number of children at these schools, in the State, at about
130,000; and at othtr schools and colleges in the State, about
10,000 ; making the whole number at school in the State
about 140,000. Unless he is mistaken in these statements,
and I do not believe that he is, the day is not distant not
wore, at fartkerti than ono generation when we shall no
longer be reproached for the ignorance of our people, but all,
will be able, at least, to read and write.

An opinion has prevailed to some extent in the State, that the
Common Schools hsve hitherto been of little benefit, and that
this small benefit has been more than counterbalanced by the
injury resulting therefrom to other schools that most of these
have been destroyed -- and that in their places we have the Com-
mon Sphools but for a small portion of the year. This may be
true to some extent and in some localities; but the evil, if it be
one, 1 am satisfied, is much less than many have supposed. In-

ferior schools have in many, and, indeed, in most counties, been
superseded by the Common Schools. But this report shows that
private schools and academics have increased largely, and ore
still on the increase.

I am satisfied from my own observation, (and in the two
years last past 1 have had ample opportunity to observe in
traversing every section of tho State) that the number of
schools, Jtab and lemale, especially the latter, of
grade, is rapidly increasing in every part of the State ; and
I have observed it with pleasure as one of the best and surest
judications of the progress of our people.

Before leaving this subject, 1 deem it but an act of justice
to the Superintendent of Common Schools to say that, in my
opinion, he has been diligent, faithful and conscientious in
the discharge of his duties as such that he has done much
already to, introduce order, harmony, and uniformity into
the system, and that he is zealous and active in endeavoring
to carry out further plans for its improvement.

No tate, so far as 1 am informed, has successfully put in
operation a Common School system, without a Superinten-
dent, or some officer of the kind ; and it is believed that such
an officer is trjential to the success of our own.

By the law, as it now stands, tho Governor is to have print- -
ea i ou copies oi me annual report oi tne superintendent
50 copies whereof he is to distribute among the public office's
and libraries of the State, and colleges, and such other lite-
rary institutions, in and out of the State, as he shall deem
proper; the residue to be delivered to the Superintendent for
distribution by him "in such manner as will best promote
the cause of common education in tho State." This number
for general distribution is entirely too small to effect the
purpose designed. The additional cost of a larger number
woi-l- d be only that of the additional paper and press work
which is comparatively small. The type-settin- g constitutes
the main item in the cost of publication. A sufficient num-
ber should be published to supply most of those who are
connected with, or take an aetive interest in, our Common
Schools; the expense of printing and publishing to be paid
out ol the Literary Fund The Literary Board, seeing the
propriety ot such a thing, ieeraed it not beyond its powor
to oider 850 additional copies to be struck off, which was
done at a trifliDg cost; and it is out of these only, that co-
pies can be supplied to the members of Assembly.

The Literary Board distributed amODf thA aovaral Annn.

buiu iZlW e ai iow, ana me line amount forthe year 1856. With half that amonnt. reonired tn .;..
ed by taxation in tbe respective counties for like nurnoses

ui idfx,ou ppuea to common Scbool pur-
poses in each of these years.

TKa anm rf 8 (VIA rV. T I. tt. i- - 7 - me iii.iai j r una was also ap--
propriatied, each year, for the of tho Institution for theupai, uumo ana tne mind.

AppHcatiens have, from time to time, been made to me by
the principals of schools in different iMtimn r n
be furnished with arms for their pupils from the State arse-
nals, with a view to making military tactics a part of their
instruction. The law making no provision for such cases, I
was compelled to refuse a compliance with all such applica-
tions. Arms suitable for schools
general government, in part of the State's annual quota of

iu ucmtu iruiu mat source.
I reoommend that the Governor of the Stat be authorised

to furnish SUCh arms to schools, bond beinir for thir
safe keeping and return, as in the case of volunteer compa- -
nios.

A knowledge of the duties of tha soldier, in & conntrv 1!V
purs, having no regular military system, is highly important.
Every citijen is liable to' be called upon to'tlischarge these
duties, and if properly instructed in his youth, would be
ready a manhood, at his oountry'a oall, to step forward

J'm b. erJed hat,certain amounts are deducted from "the portiot of bchool Fund due to Counties having pupi
tbo W. C. institution for the Deaf, Unmb and Blind, those Counties not having paid the tax for their pupils to the P
ircsuicr vi iuc owi as now required oy law.

The Board rcspeotf ally call the attention of the Justices
made for pupils at the Institution for the Deaf, Dumb and
their laid pupils, and that they arc liable to indictment for

Pulaski Gowter, Secretary to the Board.
CO0NT1ES. Ked. Pop. Spring Dist. Fall

Alamance 10,166 $1,219 92
Alexander 5,003 600 36
Anion 10,756 1 ,293 72
Ashe 8,539 1,024 6i
Beaufort 11.716 1,405 92
Bertie 9,973 1,196 7b
Bladen 962 88
Brunswick 5,951 714 12
Buncombe 12,338 1,480 56
Burke 6,919 830 38
Cabarrus 8,674 1,040 88
Caldwell 5,836 700 32
Camden 5,174 620 88
Carteret 6.208 741 96
Caswell 12,161 1,459 32
Catawba 8,2341 988 08
Chatham 16,055 1,926 60
Cherokee .... 6,703 g 804 36
Chowan. 5,252 630 21
Cleavoland. 9,697 1,163 64
Columbus 5,308 636 9b
Craven 12,329 1,479 40
Cumberland 17,723 2,126 76
Currituck 6,2.3 750 81
Davidson 14,123 1,691 76
Davie 6,998 839 75
Duplin 1I,U1 1,333 32
bdecoombo 13,770 1 ,652 40
Forsythe 10,627 1,275 71
Franklin 9,510 1,141 20
Gaston 7,22 867 36
Gates 6,878 825 36
Granville , 17,303 2,076 36
Greene 5,320 638 52
Guilford 18,480 2,217 60
Halifax 13,007 1,560 84
Harnett
Haywood 6,907 S2S 81
Henderson 6,883 825 96
Hertford 6,656 798 72Hyde 6,585 790 20
Iredell 13,062 1,567 44
Jackson
Johnston 11,861 1,423 32 1
Jones 3,935 472 20
.Lenoir 6,182 741 84
Lincoln 6,924 830 88
Madison
McDowell 5,741 688 92
Macon 6,169 740 &
Martin 6,961 835 32
Mecklenburg...., 11,724 1,406 8M
Montgomery.... 6,166 739 56
Moore.... 8,552 1.026 26
Nash 9.031 1,084 08
New Hanover... 14,236 1,708 32
Northampton... . 10,731 1,287 72
Onslow 7,140 844 80
Orange 14,957 1,794 84
Pasquotank 7,708 924 96
Perquimans 6,030 723 60
Person 8,825 1,059 00
Pitt 10,745 1,289 40
Polk
Randolph 15,176 1,821 12
Richmond 7.936 952 32
Robeson 11,080 1,329 60
Rockingham 12,363 1,483 56
Rowan 12,329 1,479 48
Rutherford 12,388 1,486 56
Sampson 12,311 1,477 32
Stanley. 6;348 761 76
Stokes 8,490 1,018 80
Surry 17,643 2,117 16
Tyrrell 4,452 534 24
Union 9,258 1,110 96
Wake 21,123 2,534 76
Warren 10,366 1,243 92
Washington 4,780 573 6
Watauga 3,348 401 76
Wayne 11.478 1,377 36
Wilkes 11,642 1,397 04
Wilson
Yadkin
Yancey 8.068 963 IS

752,542 190,425 04
Ner. 12th, IS5


