
ceeding the passage of the same, and shall have been atproved by a majority of all electors voting at such elec

' Constitution of Kanzas.

The Washington Union, of Saturday, publishes atbe performed; whereas, by the present arrangement, six-

teen different parties are employed in the service, withTHE WILMINGTON JOURNAL. change, while the extension of railroad routes in 20
States has been 2,207 miles, at an additional cost of
$249,458 ; of this extension 184 miles have been in N.
Carolina, Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia, at

Congress.
On Monday at 12 o'clock the Senate met and was

called to order by the Secretary; forty-eigh- t Senators

being present. A letter was read from Hon. John C.

Breckinridge, Vice-Peside- nt of the United. States, and

ex officio President of the Senate, in which he stated
that he should not be able to be present at the opening

of the session. Hon. Benjamin Fitzpatrick, of Ala-

bama, was chosen President pro tern. The new Sena-

tors were sworn in by Hon. J. D. Bright, the oldest

member of the Senate present.
A resolution was passed informing the House that the

Senate was organized aud ready to proceed to business.

The hour of meeting was fixed at 1 2 o'clock until oth-

erwise ordered. The Senate then went into a short ex-

ecutive session, and shortly after the of the

separate schedules, each of ' which must beex'actly com--
.l t -- il a il flL 1 V. i-- Zpiieu Wlin to insure Uie peiioimauee ui uiu uirvuyu mp in

contract time. The running time proposed, also is one
day less than the least which it has proved practicable
to transport the mails by land, and more man two aays
less than the actual average. The liability of mails to
depredation and to misdirection "by frequent over-ha-ul

ing and distribution would be obviated, m tne proposed
arrangement, by enclosing the matter in crates or boxes
in New York or New Orleans and transporting it uno-

pened to its destination ; and thus, also, the abrasion of
i .ji ii a. - i x ir .i: .

pacKages, wun me consequent uauuuy w iues-u-i uirw
tious, fcc, woidd be prevented a consideration of no
smal value, in view of the generally bad condition of the
document mail in its arrival ou the southwestern States,
and the too frequent failure of such matters to reach its
proper distination.

The establisnment ot tne proposed service, wuue it
would not interfere with tlie carriage of the local mails
on the inland route, would relieve the department from,
liability to embarrassments under which it has at times
been placed in consequence of being dependent on a sin-

gle line for the transmisson of tlie through mails ; and it
would be productive, both o the department and the
public, of other advantages naturally arising from the
competition it would create.

The inducement it would offer to the mercantile com
munity to insure the due transmission ot their commu-
nications by duplicate letters, to be forwarded by both
routes, would be a source of increased revenue of the do
partmeut ; and the greater sixxxl and certainty it pro-
mises would have the effect of relieving the mail service
to some extent, from the competition of the telegraph.

By conveying the mans for California upon the propos
ed route as far as Cedar Key, and forwarding them
thence by a separate steamer to Aspinwall, Greytown,
or Hausacualco, and by substituting the branch propos
ed from Ceder Key to Key est and Havana lor the
present Charleston and Havana line, and for that part of
the New Orleans and Key West line between Cedar Key
and Key West say half the route an annual saving of
$28o,000 would be effected. In such event, this saving
should be deducted from the cost of the projjosed daily
service, to show the net additional expense to the depart-
ment, which would thus be reduced to $181,250 per an-

num.
TTnon the ouestion of uceentinsr the uronosals for this

service, considering the uncertainty of the period at
which the railroad portion of the proposed line will be
completed, 1 have beca uuable, thus far, to announce to the
bidders auy definitive determination. But the subject is
referred to here because It is deemed to be one of vast public
interest, in view of the promise which the contemplated
new arrangement affords of so materially facilitating the
communication between the two sections and two great
commercial capitals of the country.

It is evident that the Department looks forward to
the above route with mucl favour.

A good portion of the balance of the report is occu

pied with matter referring to the awarding of the con

tract and the fixing of the route for the conveyance of

the overland mail to California.

Report of the Secretary of the Interior.

The first report of Hon. Jacob Thompson, Secretary

of the Interior, made to the President, bears
date Dec. 3, 1857. His report treats of the Public
Lands Indian Affairs Pensions the District of Co

lumbia and the Patent office.

He states that the whole amount of the public d

main, covers a surface, exclusive of water, of one thou-

sand four hundred and fifty millions of acres. It was

acquired by cession from the original thirteen States,
by the Louisiana and Florida purchase, by the treaty
with Mexico ceding California and New Mexico, by
the arrangement with Texas, and more recently by the
Gadsden purchase from Mexico.

The surveying system is now organized into twelve differ
ent districts, and the lines of tlie public surveys have already
been extended over more than on ot the whole sur
face of the public domain.
That surface, as heretofore stated, is 1,450,000,000 acres
Of this, there have been surveyed and

prepared for market, ol net public
lands, that is, exclusive of school lands,
&c 401,604,988 acres,

Of which quantity 57,442,870 acres
nave never been onered, and are, con-
sequently, now liable to public sale ;
in addition to which, there were up-
wards of 80,000,000 acres

subject to entry at private sale on the 30th September last.
Of the public domain, there have been disposed of by pri-

vate claims, grants, sales, &c, embracing surveyed and un--

surveyed land 303,862,464 acres,
which, deducted from the whole surface,
as above stated, leaves undisposed of an
area of 1,036,137,536 acres.

During tlie fiscal year ending June 30, 1857, and the quar-
ter ending September 30, 1857, public lands have been sur-
veyed and reported to the extent of. 22,889,461.00 acres.
During the same period 21,160,037.27 acres

have been disposed of, as follows :

For cash 5,300,550.31 acres.
Located with military warrants 7,381,010.00 "
Returned under swamp land gnt 3,362, 475.96 "
Estimated quantity of railroad grants, of March,

1857 5,116,000.00 "
The amount of money received on cash sales is $4,225,908 18.

This shows a falling off of land receipts from those for the
corresponding period of the preceding year of $5,322,145 99.
With a falling off during the same period, in the location of
lands with warrants, of more than 20 per cent.

Whatever may have been the cause of this diminution,
the fact demonstrates that, long before the prostration of
all credit by the suspension of the banking institutions, the
investment in wild lands had greatly decreased.

The report approves of the pre-empti- system in fa-

vor of actual settlers, and recommends certain modifica-

tions --in order to perfect the system and render its opera-

tions uniform.
The Indian tribes within our limits mumber about

three hundred and twenty-fiv- e thousand souls, divisible
into three classes. The wild Indians of Oregon and
Washington Territories the somewhat iess ferocious
tribes of Califarnia, Utah, Texas and New Mexco and
the tribes on the reserves west of the Mississippi, many
of whom are rapidly adyaucing in civilization and indus-

try. About three-fourt-hs of the whole number of Indi-

ans within the limits of the United States may be class-

ed as wild.
The report makes different recommendations, the ob-

ject being to promote the civilization of the Indian
tribes as the ouly means of preventing their extinction-I- t

looks forward to the time when the civilized Chock-taw- s,

Cherokces, Chickasaws and Creeks may be ad-

mitted to all the rights and privileges of citizens, jer-ha- ps

as constituting a State.
The Secretary does not think that children or grand-

children of revolutionary or other soldiers are entitled to
receive the amounts which might or ought to have been
granted to such soldiers, but were not granted. They
are only entitled to the arrears of such pensions as were
actually payable, but not paid. Up to the 30th June,
1857, over sixty-on- e millions of dollars has been paid in
money to revolutionary soldiers and their widows, be-

sides large donations of land.
It is suggested that the District of Columbia should

be entitled to have a delegate in Congress in the same
way as a territory. It contains seventy-fiv-e thousand
citizens.

Here follow a mass of details and suggestions of no
striking interest, relating to the public buildings, the
Courts, the Patent Office, etc.

A New Organ.
A new organ has just bten placed in the Presbyterian

Church, in this town, as a substitute for one which had
become quite defective and useless. The new instru-
ment, which is a large and powerful one, was played
last Sabbath, for the first time, and much to the satis-
faction of the congregation, by Mr. J. Pirsson. We
subjoin a list of the stops, from which amateurs may
infer the character and size of the organ :

GREAT ORGAN. --8WELL.
1 . Open Diapason. 1. Stopp'd Diapason.
2. Stopp'd Diapason. 2. Flute.
3. Clarabella. 3. Dulciana.
4. Gamba. 4. Principal.
5. Principal. 5. Hautboy.
6. Flageolet. 6. Cornet. 3 ranks.
7. Trumpet CHOIR ORGAN.
8. Double Diapason, open 1. Stopp'd Diapason.

Pedals. 2. Principal.
9. Coupler, Great Organ 3. Coupler, Swell and Great

and Pedals. Organ.
The new organ is (rom the establishment of Henry

Erben, of New York, a wefl-kno- wi organ builder. Its
cost was $2,000.

tions.
Sec, G. The said bank and branches shall

ly liable for each other's debts or liabilities for ll
credits, or bills, iss led representing money ; and the
stockholders in said bank or branches shall be individn.
ally responsible to aa amount equal to the stock held by
them (of all debts ov liabilities of said bank or branches
and no law shall be passed sanctioning, directlv or indi
rectly, the suspension by said bank or its branches of
specie payment.

bEC. t. lhe btate shall not be a stockholder in anv
bank, nor shall the credit of the State be given or loaned
in aid of any person, association, or incorporation ; nor
shall the State become a stockholder in any corporation
or association.

Voting shall be by ballot. All male citizens of the
United States, who shall have resided hi the State one

year and in the county, city or town where he may offer

to vote three months preceding any election, shall le
jualified as an elector.

iS-- lt will be seen by the reports of the news brought
ly the America, that the pressure in England is undi
minished, and that fresh involvements and suspensions

Lire daily redded. The fall in breadstuff must result

fatally to many houses engaged in that traffic, and main-

ly to tliose connected with the American trade.
V renewed effort to launch the Leviathan, formally

v

known as tlie ('ieat Eastern, has resulted in another
failure. It was understood that the effort was not to
have been made until the 2nd day of December. Per-

haps it may Ik? again made at time.

The very latest ad vices seem to intimate that a revival is

beginning to be felt. Remittances are beginning to 1k

received from the United Slates, and the jwsition of the
Bank of France is improving.

The next arrival from Europe will probably contain
advices from India. They may be expected here next
WJek.

Hajseas Courcs Case. Yesterday forenoon, His
Honor, Judge Person, had Elizabeth Post, a free woman

of color, brought before him on a writ of habeas corpus,

the facts as we learn them, being, that Elizabeth was
sold or hired out for a term of years, by the court of

Cumberland county, and her term, or the balance of it

was assigned by the original hirer or purchaser, to

James Bryant of Bladen county. Day before yester-

day, said Bryant brought the woman down to Wilming-

ton on board one of the steamboats, on the Cape Fear,

and during the passage down, she overheard some con-

versation, leading her to believe that it was designed to

carry her out of the State with the supposed intention of

holding her as a slave. On a representation of the facts

to His Honor, he issued a writ for the production of

the woman, when upon an examination of the case,

it appeared beyond question that she was a free woman,

and she was consequently set at lilxrty. We believe
she was found on board the Manchester cars. No one
appeared to contest her claim.

JlSaWe have examined the details of the news
brought by the America, but find little or nothing of in-

terest in addition to that already published. The fact
that the eminent banking house of Peabody & Co., was
forced to call upon the Bank of England for an advance

to the amount of a million sterling, shows the extent of

the pressure occasioned by the failure of remittances from

this side.

English funds still continue to improve, affording one

symptom of reviving confidence.

The English papers, on cooler examination of the
India news, take a less sanguine view of affairs than they
did on the first receipt of the intelligence of the fall of
Delhi. It is true that Delhi is in the hands of the
British, but its garrison is not. It is true that Luck-no- w

has been relieved, but the seige has not been raised.

It is still surrounded by the Sepoys, and Havelock
himself is in danger.

The fact is, that the rebel forces are comparatively
unbroken, and have the power of numbers and organiza-

tion sufficient to bid defiance to the present forces of the

British Government in India. The fresh troops from

Europe cannot have reached the theatre of the disturb-

ances before the present date, when the of

the provinces of Central India will have to le entered

upon.
Some disturbances had been threatened in the manu-

facturing districts in England, but as yet no overt act

had been committal.
The abortive attempts to launch the steamship Levin-iha- n,

or Great Eastern, have cost over three huiulwl
thousand dollars.

B,. A few years ago, there was a man in Boston

named Tuckerman, quite a leader of fashion a man of

fast horses and great " financial ability," so great that
they made him Treasurer of the Eastern Railroad
Company, and then he went faster than ever. But after

a while, these " rare and difficult times " began to be

about, and people lost the " grande confidence," and
took to looking a little closer into things, and they found

that the great and fashionable Tuckerman had been car-

rying the game a little too far he had been embezzling

the funds of the Company in a most magnificent way.

Well, Tuckermann was taken up and brought before'

the courts and got out on bail, while his lawyers carried

the case from one court to another, with a probability
of smothering it up until the thing had "blown
over." But then the lawyers must have money to

keep them going, and, although Tuckerman lnul

stolen magnificently, he had also spent magnificently,

and his money ran out and the war could not be carried

on much longer. Then the man of genius became ap-

parent his resources developed themselves. He
to raise the wind. Like Dick Turpin he took

to the road.

lie took to traveling between New York and Boston,

on Saturday nights, when no agent accompanied the

mails to going into the car where the bags were, or

the purpose of smoking then he slid out the bags, or

such as he thought best, and took the contents, to

keep the wheels of justice moving. He did this lor

weeks, but at last got caught. Ingenious but unfortu-

nate Tuckerman.

Military Election. On Tuesday last, E. D- -
Ia"-Esq.- ,

was unanimously electee! Captain of the Wilming-

ton Light Infantry.

Proceedings of Congress.
Washington, Dec. 8. Senate. The President's mi

sage was received and read.
Messrs. Douglas and Stuart dissented from the pet-

ition in the message regarding the Lecompton Conve-

ntion, they considering that the Nebraska-Kansa- s act to

not been carried out, insomuch as it does not allow tw

people to frame their own domestic institutions. )

Messrs. Seward, Hale and Trumbull also dissentcu

from the positions of the message.
Messrs. Davis, of Miss., and Mason, supported tin

message in respect to its positions on the affairs ot Jan- -

House. Mr. Clemens of Virginia, made a nerna.
explanation, exonerating Mr. Wendell individually Irom

the recent charges of bribery in order to secure Ins n.

election as Public Printer. ,

Mr. Smith of Virginia, moved a postponement of"
election of Printer, and the appointment of a comnu".

to inquire into the present system of printing.
recommended a cui ia.

Mr. Grow of Pennsylvania,
ment in the amount of printing, on the ground that many

public documents were worthless.
A spirited debate ensued, during which tlie i

dent's Message was received and read.

Ship Wreek.
Norfolk, Dec. 8.-- The ship Eva Doro tha jugr.

master, from Bremen hound to Baltimo

near Cape Henry. Two hundred and ft
the crew were saved. X v '

probably be a total loss.

length theConstitution, as agreed upon by the Constitu

tional Convention of the Territory ot Kanzas, wun a

view to the admission of said Territory into the Union

as a State. It is too long for our columns, and, we

think for the patience of most of our readers ; we there

fore content ourselves with a brief synopsis.
A Tirpliminarv " Ordinance " surrenders, on behalf, of

i j
the future State, all right to tax the lands or other pro- -

pcrtv of the United States within her borders, if certain
conditions shah be accepted and cri-m- l to by the United
Ktates. Said conditions as follows : 1st. Four sections

in every township to be reserved for school purposes :

2d. All Salt Springs and valuable mines to be granted

to the State for her use and to be managed by lier as

she may choose : 3d. Five per cent, of the nett pro

ceeds of all lauds sold, within the State, shall, after de-

ducting all expenses, be paid to said State : 4th. Two

entire townships shall be reserved for a University, and

VI. Alternate KPrtirms nf hind shall be ffiven for the

nctriintinn r.f twn riiilriWfc ono traversing the new

State from East to West, the other from North to South

The first article of the Constitution defines the bound

ries of the new S tate. The second prescribes that none of

the counties now organized on the Kansas or Missouri

Rivers, shall ever be reduced to less than twenty-fiv- e

miles square ; nor shall any other county now organized,

or hereafter to be organized, be reduced to less than five

hundred miles square. The third article prescribes the

distribution of the powers of the future government be-

tween the three departments Legislative, Executive
nn.l Judicial. The chief executive Dower of the State

shall be vested in a Governor, who shall 1 at least thir

ty years of age ; shall have been a citizen of" the United

States for twenty years ; shall have resided in Kansas at
least five years next preceding the day of his election, or

from the formation of this Constitution. He shall be

elected for two years, aud shall not be eligible for more

than four out of any six years,

The Governor shall have the pardoning and the veto

nowers.i , under the accustomed restrictions, and shall re- -

ceivc a compensation for his services, to be fixed by law:

and which shall not be increased or diminished during
the term for which he is elected.

There shall be a Secretary of State, a Lieut. Gover

nor, a State Treasurer and Auditor, all elected by the
people of the State and holding their officers for two

years. There shall also bo in each county a Sheriff,

Coroners, Treasurer and Surveyor, to be elected by the

people of tlie county, and hold their offices for two years
The Legislative power shall bo vested in a Senate an

House of Representatives ; the Senators to be chosen

for four, and the Representatives for two years. The

sessions to be bienial ; and one-ha- lf of the Senators to be

changed at each session, while the other half hold ou.

The number of Senators shall not be less than thirteen
nor more than thirty-thre- e ; of Representatives not less

than thirty-nin- e, nor more than onejiundred.

Sections 20 and 25 of the article relating to the Leg-

islature are as follows, and are good. No omnibus " and

for other purposes " bills. They are as follows :

Sec. 20. Every law enacted by the legislature sha
embrace but one subject, and that shall be expressed in
its title : and any extraneous matter introduced in a bi
that shall pass shall be void ; and no law shall be amen
ded by its title, but in such case the act or section amen
ded shall be ed and published at lengtn.

Sec. 25. It shall be the duty of all civil officers of the
State to use due diligence in the securing and rendition
of persons held to service or labor in this State, either of
the States or Territories of the United States ; and the
legislature shall enact such laws as may be necessary for
the honest and faithful carrying out of this provision of
the constitution.

The closing section of the " Legislative Department "

makes the first apportionment of Senators and Repre-

sentatives. To this apportionment the Free State men
object as unfair. It is impossible for us to say what
weight this charge may be entitled to, as we . know nei-

ther the counties nor their names nor their population.

It would be useless for us to publish this scheme of dis-

tribution as it could convey no information to our read-

ers.
The Judiciary shall consist of a Supreme Court, Cir-

cuit Courts, Chancery Courts. Courts of Probate, and
Justices of the Peace, and such other inferior Courts as
the Legislature may, from time to time establish. The
Judges of the Supreme Court shall be electa! for six
years by the qualified voters of the whole State the
Judges of the Circuit and Chancery Courts for four years
by the qualified voters of their Circuits or Chancery dis-

tricts respectively. The Attorney General, District
Attorneys, Clerks, and so forth shall also be elected.

That part relating to slavery is as follows :

SLAVERY.

Sec. 1. The right of property is before and higher
than any constitutional sanction, and the right of the
owner of a slave to such slave and its increase is the
same and as inviolable as the right of the owner of any
property whatever.

Sec. 2. The legislature shall have no power to pass
laws for the emancipation of slaves without the consent
of the owners, or without paying the owners previous
to their emancipation a lull equivalent in money for the
slaves so emancipated. They shall have no power to
prevent emigrants to the State from bringing with them
such persons as arc deemed slaves by the laws of any one
of the United States or Territories, so long as any person
of the same age or description shall be continued in slavery
by the laws of this State : Provided, That such person or
slave be the bona fide property of such emigrants : And
provided aho, That laws may be passed to prohibit the in-

troduction into this State of slaves who have committed
high crimes in other States or Territories. They shall
have power to pass laws to ixinnit the owners of slaves
to emancipate them, saving the rights of creditors, and
preventing them from becoming a public charge. They
shall have power to oblige the owners of slaves to treat
them with humanity, to provide lor tneni necessary lood
and clothing, to abstain from all injuries to them, ex-

tending to life or limb ; and, in case of their neglect or
refusal to comply with the direction of such laws, to have
such slave or slaves sold for the benefit of the owner or
owners.

Sec. 3. In the prosecution of slaves for crimes of
higher grade than petit larceny, the legislature shall have
no power to deprive them of an impartial trial by a petit
jury.

Sec. 4. Any person who shall maliciously dismember
or deprive a slave of life shall suffer such punishment as
would be inflicted in case the like offence had been com-
mitted on a free white person, and on the like proof, ex-

cept in case of insurrection of such slave.

By a provision of the schedule annexed to the Con-

stitution, it is ordered that the question shall be submit
ted to the voters of Kansas of " Constitution with slave
ry," or " Constitution with no slavery." If, on an ex-

amination of all the votes cast at an election to be held
for the purpose, it shall appear that a majority of the
legal votes arc cast for " Constitution with no slavery,"
then the article providing for slavery shall be stricken
from the Constitution by the President of the Conven-
tion, and slavery shall no longer exist in Kansas, except
that the rights of property in slaves now in the Territory
shall in no manner be interfered with.

Taxation shall be uniform, and the State may contract
public debts, but such debts shall never in the aggregate
exceed five hundred thousand dollars.

All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the
House of Representatives. No lotteries shall be author-
ized by law as a source of revenue. The Legislature
may create corporations by general or special laws on
this subject but all such special or general laws may
be altered, amended, or repealed by the Legislature at
any time.

Sec. 4. The legislature may incorporate banks of de-Psi- te

and exchange, but such banks shall not issue any
Dllls, notes, checks, or other paper as money.

Sec. 5. The legislature may incorporate one bank of
discount and issue, with not more than two branches,

Erovided that the act incorporating the said bank and
thereof shall not take effect until it shall b3

submitted to the people at the general election next suc--
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The President' Message.
We lay this long and ably-writte- n document before

our readers, and commend it to their careful perusal.

Apart from the interest attaching to the first official ut-

terance of a new chief magistrate, the message has

claims upon cur attention duo to the gravity of the sub-

jects discussed therein, the clear and satisfactory man-

ner in which they are presented, and the manly and pa-

triotic spirit which the President has brought to their

consideration. The message, as a whole, will give satis-

faction to the great majority of conservative and right-thinkin- g

men in the country, although a perfect coin

cidence of opinion with 'reference to all its statements

and recommendations, is neither to be expected nor

hoped for.

After a fitting acknowledgment of the blessings which

Providence has bestowed upon us as a people, and a
suitable expression of thankfulness for the prosperity we

have enjoyed, the President turns to a consideration of

the causes which have operated to check that prosperity

for a time, and to subject us' to financial distress and em

barrassment, in the midst of abundant crops and remu

nerative prices for our produce. " It is apparent," he

says, " that our existing misfortunes have proceeded

solely from our extravagant and vicious system of paper

currency and bank credits, exciting the people to wild

speculation and gambling in stocks." To the alternate
inflations and contractions of this currency are due the

periodical revulsions which sweep, and, while the system

remains as it is, must continue to sweep over the coun

try.
Congress, in the opinion of the President, possesses

the power to pass a uniform bankrupt law applicable to

all banking institutions throughout the United States,
and he strongly recommends its exercise. This wouid

make it the irreversible organic law of each bank's exis-

tence, that a suspension of specie payments should pro-

duce its civil death. The instinct of

would then compel it to perform its duties in such a

manner as to escape the penalty and preserve its life.

The President reviews the progress of the negotia-

tions which have, from time to time, been carried on be-

tween the United States and Grent Britain, having in

view the settlement of all open questions pertaining

to the Central American States, and the inter-ocean- ic

transit through such States. These negotiations are

still open, and their position is unchanged, but with

strong hopes that a satisfactory arrangement may be

arrived at.
Our relations with all European governments

arc of the most friendly character, with the exception of

Spain. Our demands for redress on account of outra-

ges upon our citizens aft met with the objection that

Congress has never made the appropriation recommend-

ed by President Polk, in his aenual message of Decem-

ber, 1847, " to be paid to the Spanish government for

the purpose of distribution among the claimants in the

Amistad case." The claim of these people is believed to
be just, and the appropriation is commended to the fa-

vorable considerations of Congress.

A treaty has been mude with Persia, and a Commis-

sioner has been sent out to China to co-oper- in every

peaceful and honorable way, with the envoys of other

nations, in endeavoring to effect the negotiation of a fair

commercial treaty with the Chinese Empire.
The President is wholly opposed to filibustering, as

wrong in itself, as tending to injure our trade and our

national character, as well as to prevent peaceful emigra-

tion from the United States to Nicaragua, while it
keeps the transit route so unsafe and unsettled as to

be virtually useless.

There are some difficulties with Paraguay.

In regard to Kanzas, the President says that he never
doubted ILUL il wua Liu-- intcullOU Of fVn0i.ioo tViat tho

people of Kansas should decide the question of slavery

or no slavery for themselves, nor did he question that the

convention to frame a constitution would leave it to the
people of Kansas themselves to decide this question by a

direct vote. I le says : " On this subject I confess I
had never entertained a serious doubt, and, therefore, in

my instructions to Governor Walker of the 28th of

May last, I merely said that when " a constitution shall

be submitted to the people of the territory they must be

protected in their right of voting for or against
that instrument, and the fair and proper expression of

the popular will must not be interrupted by fraud or vi
olence. In expressing this opinion, it was far from my
intention to interfere with the decision of the people of

Kansas, either for or against slavery."
The President regards the Constitutional Convention

of Kanzas as having been legally elected and fair-

ly constituted. If any parties in the Territory re-

fusal to vote, it was their own choice and their
own fault. He thinks that by submitting the question
of slavery or no slavery to the popular vote, the spirit
and meaning of the organic law has been complied with
He recommends the admission of the State on that con
stitution, with or without slavery, as the popular vote
may determine. In any event the rights of property in
the slaves now in the territory, are reserved, as they ought
to be.

The President avows his determination to put down
the Utah insurrection at all hazards, and asks for four

additional regiments.
He thinks it possible that a loan may be necessary

and asks for authority to issue Treasury notes. Recom
mends the building of ten war steamers of light draught
Favours the policy of extending aid in every Constitu-
tional way to the construction of a Pacific Railroad.

Report of the Postmaster General.
'We have before us the first report of Hon. A.

Brown, Postmaster-Genera- l, made to the President ol

the United States and bearing date December 1, 1857
The Postmaster-Genera- l states that, since entering on

tlie administration of tlie fost onicu Department, be
has ventured on no new theories, nor attempted any ino--

vations on the well-trie- d system established and prac- -
useu upon by his predecessors. He has contented him
self with endeavouring to enlarge and perfect existing
arrangements.

The total number of Post Offices at this time is 27,- -

148, being a nett increase within the fiscal year of 1021.
4,767 Postmasters have been appointed within the year,
of whom 1,681 were appointed to fill vacancies occasion-
ed by the removal of the incumbents.

On the 30th June last, there were in operation 7,888
mail routes, with an aggregate length of 242,601 miles
divided as follows : 22,543 miles by railroad ; 15,245
by steamboat ; 40,329 by coach ; 155,497 by inferior
grades " of service, meaning thereby, horse and sulkey
mails, etc. Total annual transportation of mails 74,-906,0-

Total cost of transportation $6,622,046. On
railroad routes the mails were carried 24,267,944 miles
during the year, at u cost of $2,559,847,' being at the
rate of 10 cents per mile; on steamboats 4,518,119
miles at $991,998, about 22 cents per mile;' on
coaches 19,090,933 miles at $1,410,826 about 7 2-- 5
cents per mile ; on . inferior grades" 27,029,74 miles
at $1,659,375 about 6 cents per mile. From this it
appears that steamboat is the most expensive, in propor-
tion to the amount of service rendered.

The whole amount of transportation has been increas-
ed 5 per cent, within the year, and the whole expenses
9 0 per cent. The railroad transportation has been
increased 11 2-- per cent and the cost thereof 11 8-1- 0percent. The steamboat transportation has been in
creased 6K per cent, and the cost of transportation
15 2-1- 0 per cent.

la the coach and inferior routes there has been little

an additional expense of $19,899.
On the 30th June last there were in service 406 route

agents, at a compensation of $310,900 ; 45 local agents,
at $28,488 ; and 1,335 mail messengers, at $160,425 ;

making a total of $499,813. This amount with the in-

creased cost of service commencing 1st July under new
contracts ($120,044) added to the cost of service as in ope-

ration on the 30th of June last, (6,522,046,) makes the

total amount for the current year $7,241 ,903.

The aggregate expenditures of the Department for

the year ending Juue 30th 1857 were $11,508,057 93

and the gross receipts for the same period were $7,353,-95- 1

76.

But if to the gross sum above stated be added the

pcrmament annual appropriations made by the acts of

March 3, 1847, and March 3, 1851, in compensation

for services rendered to the government in the transpor-

tation and delivery of franked matter, the whole reve-

nue of the year will be $8,053,951 76, being $3,453,-71- 8

40 less than the expenditures.
The expenditures of the Department for the current

year, to be made in accordance with and under the au-

thority of law, are estimated at $12,053,247; the esti-

mated gross revenue $7,795,1 88. To meet the deficiency,

appropriations, in addition to those already made, will

be required to the amount of $1,469,173.

The Postmaster General refers to the outline of a

plan for the introduction of the system of money orders

into this country, which had been submitted by his pre-

decessor to the House Committee on Post-Office- s and
Pnst-Roud- s, but never acted upon. The idea is for the

transmission of small sums by means of orders drawn by
one pastnnister on another. A system of remitting
sums of money not exceeding 5 sterling ($25) in
amount, was adopted by the British Post Office De-

partment in 1839, and while in the first year the orders

issued amounted in value to only 313,124, in 1856 they

amounted 11,805,562. By referring to the matter, the

Postmaster General would appear to favor the plan, but
he forbears to urge it.

The contracts for the conveyance of mails by steam

ships to Havre and Bremen having expired on the 1st of

June last, temporary contracts were made for the con-

tinuance of this service, the compensation given being

the amount of United States postages, sea and inland,

accruing from the mails conveyed. This is cheaper than

under the former contrac ts. The amount of the postages

accruing to the Havre line, during the past year, was

$90,042, and to the Bremen line, $124,193. Formerly

the compensation to the Havre line was $150,000, and

to the Bremen line $200,000. The Postmaster-Genera- l

eays he shall deem it fortunate if the present temporary
arrangements lead, as he trusts they may, to the adoption

as a system, of a self-sustaini- ocean mail service.

The amount of postages on mails transported duriDg

the year by the steamers of the Colins Line was $210,- -

463 03, which is a heavy decrease as compared with the

amount ($461,575 94) of the previous fiscal year.

About two-thir- ds of the mails passing between the

United States and England, goes in British steamers.

After some space devoted to express agents, the Post
master-Gener- al refers to the great Northern and South

ern route between New York and New Orleans, the

great terminal points of Northern and Southern travel

and trade the great importing and exporting cities of

the country.
The line between N ew lorkand iew Orleans is

comDOscd of sixteen different links or routes. The
J.

schedule time by contract with all these parties is six

days ; but during the year ending 31st March, 1857

only 159 mails reached New Orleans in six days from

New York, and 161 were carried through in six days

from New Orleans to New York, while on thirty-fiv- e

days lring tliat year no New York mail was received
at New Orleans, and on ninety-seve- n days, no New Or-

leans mail was received at New York. The average

time from New York to New Orleans was seven days

and three hours. The causes assigned for these failures

and delays are such as these : " Cars off the track,"
"collision of trains," "Machinery deranged," " snow

storms and ice," etc., etc.

In connection with this matter we think it as well to
copy in full that part of the report which relates to a

line of travel which is beginning to engage the attention
of persons interested in our railroads, because of the in-

fluence it may have upon through travel. We allude to
the Railroad across the peninsula of Florida, from Fer-nandi- na

to Cedar Key. The report says :

Among the routes established by law during the first
session of the thirty-fourt- h Congress were two described
in the following words, viz : "From Cedar Key, Florida,
to New Orleans, Louisiana, in steamers." "From Fer-nandin- a,

Florida, to New York, New York, in steam-
ers."

In advertising these routes, the department, believing
that they were designed, in connexion with a railroad in
course of construction across the peninsula of Florida,
from Fernandina to Cedar Key, to constitute a new
route from New York to New Orleans, with a view to
the speedier and more certain transmission of the great
northern and southern mails, invited bids for tri-wcek- ly

and also for daily service, and requested bidders to state
the least time in which they would guarauty to perioral
the trip. The railroad part of the line was not embraced
in the advertisement, the act of 1845 (section 19) autho-
rizing the Postmaster General to contract for the trans-
portation of the mails on railroads with or without ad-

vertising.
In response to the invitations of the department, the

Florida llailroad Company presented the following pro-

posals, viz :

1st. To carry the mails tri-week-ly in steamers between
Cedar Key and New Orleans, the trip to be performed
in thirty-eig- ht hours each way, at $110,000 per annum.

2d. To carry the mails tri-week- ly in steamers between
Fernandina and New York, the trip to be performed in
seventy-fiv- e hours each way, at $165,000 per annum.

3d. To carry the mails tri-week- ly or daily in steamers
from New York to Fernandina, thence by railroad across
the penensula of Florida to Cedar Key, and thence in
steamers to New Orleans, and back, the trip each way
to be performed within five days, at $300,000 per annum
for tri-week- or $500,000 per annum for daily service

to commence on the completion of the railroad between
Fernandina and Cedar Key, and the contract to be re-
newed for four years from the expiration of that current
term, (i. e., June 30, 1859.)

In a subsequent correspondence between the depart-
ment and the bidders they gave assurance of their ability
to perform the through trip ordinarily within four days,
and stated that in fixing five as the limit they had allowed
ample margin for any such detentions as were likely to
result from accidents, head winds, or storms. They
also submitted the following notifications of their propo-
sals, viz :

"The company will perform a daily service through-
out the year for the sum of $456,250.

" To insure a five-da-ys mail, they will guaranty the
time ; or, in other words, no pay will be demanded for
any trip not performed within five days between the ter-
minal points of the route, viz: New York and New
Orleans.

"The company will also stipulate that at any time during
the contract, when required by the department, upon
three months' notification, they will convey a mail from
Cedar Key to Aspinwall, Greytown, or Huasacualco,
(as preferred by the department,) and back, twice monthly,
and from Cedar Key to Key West and Havana and
back twice monthly, the compensation for both services
to be $100,000 per annum.

" The time between Cedar Key and Aspinwall, guar-
antied not to exceed one hundred and twenty hours, and
between Cedar Key and Havana not to exceed thirty-fiv-e

hours.
"If Greytown or Huasacualco be selected, the time to

be proportionately reduced.
"The service to Havana and the Pacific crossing to

start from Tampa, instead of Cedar Key, when the road
to that point is completed."

The transportation of the great northern and southern
mails by the proposed .new route would obviously be
free from many of the causes of interruption and delay
to which the land route is subject. The whole line
would be under contract to a single party, with a sched-
ule fixing the period within which the entire trip should

doors adjourned.
The House of Representatives met at 12 o'clock.

The roll was called by Mr. Collum, the Clerk of the

last House, when it appearing that a quorum was pres-

ent, the House proceeded to the election of a Speaker

by a viva voce vote.
Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, nominated James L. Orr, a

representative from the State of South Carolina, for

that position ; remarking " he is the democratic nomi-

nee."
The Clerk, as a preliminary, appointed the following

named gentlemen as tellers : Messrs Jones of rennesse,

Bunks df Massachusetts, Morris of Pennsylvania, aud
Clingman of North Carolina.

Mr. Banks nominated Galusha A. Grow, a represen

tative from the State of Pennsylvania.
The result of the vote was as follows :

For James L. Orr 128
Galusha A. Grow 84
V. B. Horton 1

L. 1). Oamnbell 3
E. P. Blair, ir 1

K. K. Zollicoffer 3

H. Winter Davis 2
J. R. Ricaud 2
II. Marshall; 1

Whole number of votes 225
Necessarv to a choice 113

Mr. Orr was then declared duly elected Speaker.
All the members from North Carolina, including Mr.

Gilmer, voted for Mr. Orr.
The annunciation by the Clerk that Mr. Orr had been

elected was greeted with applause both from the floor

and the galleries.
The Clerk requested Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, and

Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts, to conduct Mr. Orr to the
chair, which they did ; when the oath was administered
to him by Mr. Giddings, the oldest member present.

Mr. Orr then spoke as follows :

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, I thank
you for the honor you have conferred upon me in elect-

ing me to preside over your deliberations. The delicate
and responsible duties of the Chair will be comparatively
light if I shall be so fortunate, as doubtless I will be, to
secure your cordial in the despatch of the
business of the House, in maintaining its dignity, and
preserving its decorum. The rules which you may adopt
for your government I shall seek to administer firmly,
faithfully and impartially. The great interests confided
to us by the people of this confederacy admonish us to
cultivate a patriotism as expansive as the republic itself;
aud I cherish the ardent hope that our public duties
here may be discharged in such a manner as to promote
the interests and the happiness of the people, to uphold
the constitution, maintain the Union in its integrity,
quicken the prosperity of the States of the Union, and
build up the greatness and the glory of our common
country. Loud and continued applause.

Hon. James C. Allen, of Illinois, was elected Clerk,
having received the same number of votes as Mr. Orr
did for Speaker, 128. Mr. Glossbrenner, of Pennsylva
nia, was elected Sergeant-at-arms- , Mr. Ifuckney, of A'ir-gini- a,

Doorkeeper, and Mr. Cluskey appointed Post-

master by resolution.
A committee was appointed, on the part of the House,

to join with a committee on the part of the Senate, to
wait on the President and inform him of the organiza-
tion of both Houses, and their readiness to receive any
communication he may be pleased to make.

1'he House adjourned until 12 o'clock on Tuesday.
The organization seems to have been very handsomely

and quietly effected. The Union says that Mr. Orr,
the Speaker elect, is in his thirty-sixt- h year. We had
thought him older, and we still have some doubts about
it. He is a gentleman of tact, promptness and ability,
and will make a good Speaker.

The great bone of contention still remaining is the
public printing. Members openly denounce Wendell,
the present printer as corrupt, and say that if he is the
nominee of the Democratic caucus, they will bolt.
Nothing has, so far, been settled with reference to this
matter. Mr. Banks, the Editor of the Petersburg Demo-

crat is a candidate, but his name appears to have been
withdrawn for the time being.

The Message was of course sent in yesterday, and will
reach us to-nig- if nothing happens. It is long, filling
nine columns of the Union newspaper. Meanwhile we
present abstracts of the reports of the Postmaster-Gener- al

and the Secretary of the Interior, so as to get through
with the pressure of executive documents as soon as pos-

sible.

jRr We have before us, and ought earlier to have
noticed the address delivered before the Agricultural
Society of Duplin County, Nov. Gth, 1857, by W. W.
Holden, Esq.

We promise ourselves much pleasure from a more
careful perusal than wc have yet been able to give it.
From the slight examination which we have made, we
arc satisfied that it is an eminently practical address,
abounding in facts, and replete with valuable sugges-
tions.

By the way, we ought also to have sooner stated that
Mr. Perkins, of the Clinton Independent, proposes to
issue an agricultural paper at that place, provided he
can obtain one thousand subscribers. We trust that
he may do so. We think he will make a good and a
useful journal. He will be backed by a mighty clever set
of farmers.

Want of Confidence.
The deranged state of trade is producing anomalous

results. Formerly, the exportation of specie from one
country to another, indicated that exchange was agamst
the country sending out the specie, for otherwise, bills
drawn against produce would be bought and forwarded
as the more convenient and satisfactory remittance.
Then specie went like the tide, all one way, just as the
current might be setting for the time. Now the case is
different No man cares to buy a bill upon Europe for
the purpose of making a remittance, since the house
upon which it is drawn may have failed before the bill
can be presented and paid on the other side. So we see
a vessel arriving at New York to-da-y with specie from
Liverpool, while another vessel sails fitm N.
York, carrying specie back to Liverpool.

The same is the case with produce. No man cares
for purchasing for shipment, since he does not know to
whom it is safe to ship,. Stagnation is the result, and
must continue to be so for some time to come.

Coroner John A. Parker held an inquest on
Monday over the body of a colored man, named " Hen-

ry," the property of Rev. Allan McCorquodale, of Cum-

berland county. Henry fell accidently from a flat on the
Cape Fear, about two weeks since. His body was re-

covered on Sunday evening last. Verdict Accidental
Drowning.

J8John W. Cameron, Esq., Editor and Proprietor
of the Fayetteville Argus, offers that establishment for
sale, being desirous to. devote the whoh of his time to
his profession. It is stated that the snbscription list is
large, and the advertisement and job work of the concern
Yery considerable.


