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Things In Washington.
It would appear that negotiations between South

Carolina and the Federal authorities have been brought
to a close. For the present Sumter is not to be rein-

forced, and the South Carolinians will defer any attack
upon it. The President refused to recognise Col. Hajne

HEAD AND REFLECT.
The following article, with some omissions and slight

alterations, is from the pen of J. D. B. DeBow, of Lou-

isiana :
f

The Slaveholdlng and Non-Slavehold- lng Interests of
the South A Unit.

When in charge of the national census office, Beveral years
since, I found that it had been stated by an Abolition Sena-

tor from fcia Beat, thai the number of slaveholders at the
South dirt not exceed 150,000. Convinced that it was a gross
misrepresentation of the facts, I caused a careful examina-
tion of the returns to be made, which fixed the actual num-

ber at 347,255. I communicated the information, by note,
to Benator Cass, who read it in the Senate. I first called
attention to the fact that the number embraced slaveholding
families, and that to arrive at the actual number of slave-
holders, it would be necessary to multiply by the propor-
tion of persons which the census showed to a family. When
this was done, the number swelled to about 2,000,000.

Since these results were made public I have had reaBonto
think that tb.9 separation of the schedules of the slave and
the free wai calculated to lead to omissions of the single
properties, and that on this account it would be safe to put
the number of families at 375.000, and the number of actual
slaveholders at about two million and a quarter.

Assuming the published returns however to be correct, it
will appear that one third of the population of the entire
Smith nre Rlavfholders. Th aveiaee number of slaves is

For a time a brief time, we fear, there is a pause, a j

comparative lull in the excitement arising out of the
perilous condition of the country. Men stand at gaze

before starring on the stern race which they may be

compelled to rurf. They are surveying the ground-tak- ing

tbrir bearings, estimating their means, but not

changing their purposes.
This pause is ominous." It is the clear indication of

a eerious fact the fact that the Rubicon is soon to be

passed the irrevocable step soon to be taken.

It is folly now for anybody North or South to com-

pare the present up-risin- g to the" Whiskey Insurrection,"

or such like merely local disturbances. We are now iu

the vortex of revolution on the very edge of bloodshed.

Shall this revolution progress, or shall it not? If it
does progress, shall it be peaceful or bloody ? Whether

we claim secession to be a right or not, or whether we

suppose its exercise will be quietly permitted or bloodily

res sted, we caunot deny hat the severance cf a great

Confederacy is a revolution, even if we assume that it
be both legal and peaceful ; a legal and peaceful revo-

lution, then, but still a revolution, a change, an over-

turning.
No one North or South, who honestly looks this

matter fully and fairly in the face, can fail to estimate
the importance of the occasion. It is only among the
professional demagogues, whom a corrupt or fanatical

party has sent to Congress, or the ambitious soldiers or

starched-u- p martinets of the regular army, that its ter-

rible significance is ignored. General Wool or General

Scott would like well enough to be military despots.

Seward would trim and wheedle, forgetting that "soft
words butter no parsnips " that mere figures of s'peeeh

and forms of rhetoric heal no grievances and restore no

lost confidence. Small Smug Smally may talk of rea-

son fioin his little court room in New York, and better
men than he elsewhere may talk about the " enforcement

of the laws " without any peculiar effect that we know

of. It must now be felt that those laws will give securi-

ty that they will be equal in their provisions and in

their execution that their forms will not be pervert-

ed sJ as to jeopardize the rights and insult the feelings

of a whole section, otherwise it is folly to talk about
their enforcement.

Ytt, in the midst of this, the Republicans sit as quiet
as lambs with a puritanical simper upon their faces

uttering now and then a sneer at the divided South.
And surely there is some reason for their sneering, for

is it not strange to see the whole North united iu a
policy of aggression, while it appears to be impossible

to unite the South in her own defence ? Without the

Republicans come forward in good faith, no settlement

can be made. Who hopes that they will ?

We have heard about the conservative and friendly

character of the ?ity of New York the " Commercial

Emporium," and yet we find one Chas. W. Sandford,

who is said to be the Major General of the first division
of New York Militia composed of the city, communica-

ting to Gov. Morgan of that State the unanimous pas-

sage, by the Division Board of Officers of the First Di-

vision New York State Militia, of a resolution author-

izing him (Sandford) to tender their services for any
duty which the present emergency may requite.

Gen. Sandford goes on to state that the armed, uni-

formed and disciplined force of the division is upwards
of seven thousand men officers, off-

icers and privates. He then goes on to parade the fur-

ther resources of the division. lie and Gov. Morgan

appear diS'Tons to let the world in general, and the

South in particular, know the imposing force with which

New York threatens coercion.
The best portion of the New York troops will not

vo:mittr to come down South, even though the Board
ot officers and Gen. Sand'ord should promise it. They
will pause.

Another reason of the j resent lull is to be found in

the fact that, as is shrewdly surmised, General Scott no
longer wields the baleful ir.flueuce at Washington that
he once did, and that his control of the President has
been checked.

Georgia is out of the Union. What folly would it
be to compare this to " Shay's Rebellion," or anything
of that kind ? The difficulty is organic, and nothing
but organic remedies are equal to the emergency. Nei-

ther repressi ves nor palliatives will do. There is now a
pause. Even yet good use might be made of the oppor-

tunity much might be done by lairness nothing by
threats of coerciou.

There are niw good reasons to hope that nothing will

be done likely to produce actual collision while Mr.
Buchanan occupies the Presidential chair, much as Gen
eral Scott may chafe at his failure to set up a military
despotism. But how brief ia the respite, aud how deep
is the responsibility resting upon the party into whose
hands will pass the government of what may then be

left of the confederacy. We may tru'y say that they
will soon have all the responsibility ; for, as Southern
delegation after Southern delegation goes out, the
Northern abolition preponderance in the remnant cf
Congress becomes more and more overwhelming. Let
us trust that even with these people, better counsels may
prevail. That they will offer terms upoo which recon-

struction may be possible, or at least blood-she- d be
avoided.

One fact is beginning to be understood, and that is,

that European Governments will lecognize any de facto
Government formed at the South. There will be no
difficulty about that, although our Puritanical brethren
in other sections may have flattered themselves that
such would not be the case. A Southern Confederacy
once fairly formed, will be promptly recog lized by France
and England.

We see little in the proceedings of our Legisla-

ture on Tuesday and Wednesday, beyond squabbles over
the Convention bill and amendments offered thereto.
As remarked elsewhere, we think that delegates to a
State Convention should be chosen upon a single issue
and for the consideration of a single subject, with the
measures necessary to give effect to any decision come
to. The desire evinced by some to pervert the Conven-
tion to purposes foreign to the main issue now upon the
country, gives alarm to others, and therefore increases
the difficulty of arriving at any defiuite understanding,
or of concoctirg a bill that will meet the views and se-

cure the support of all who are really in favor of a Con-

vention. Anti-coercio- n resolutions have been passed.
" We notice that Mr. Person, of New Hanover, has

introduced a bill supplemental to a bill to lay off and
establish the county of LilHngton. Read and referred.

Letters received from Raleigh represent it as doubt-
ful whether the Legislature will pass any Convention
Bill. Things ,look queer,

J5A gentleman who left here a few days since,
writing to us on business, under date of Augusta, Geo.,
January , 15th, says : " Senator Toombs came on with
me in the train last night. He'made a 6hort speech
here on the arrival of the train to a large concourse of
the citizens of Georgia, and Etated that be was certain
that by Saturday night next, the State of Georgia would
be high and dry .'out of the Union. His address was
well received and loudly applauded with music and firing
of cannon."

"

r

- ".The Slaveholdinq and N ox-Slave-s, old ina In-

terests of thb South a Unit." We elsewhere pub-
lish in to-da-y's paper an article under the above caption,
compiled and prepared mainly from DeBow's Beview
by a gentleman of this place, who has never taken any
part in politics not certainly in partizan politics, nor
does he do so now. The article will amply repay peru--

iVa t..ii. v aa ovpo.
7. But should such fortune not be in

cit

slaveholder, he will understand that bv W.fot tlietry it may be realized to is children u? mI i
eration of poverty in a familv ia
uie South, and is against the general exnT
unusual here for poverty than wealth to wce- - hS$

gcuciauuui 111 me name lauuiv t(thrr,
8; The sons of the &are ftnbeen among the leading and ruling spirits ?wave aWtindustry as well aa in politics. egoii
And nowhere else in the world have inton; ' 14

and virtue, disconnected from ancestral vJ006' Info
opportunities for advancement, and nowhpr. ? the
triumph more speedy and BicnaL fcke ia .t"1'

9. Without the institution of .v. 6'f

ducts of the South would cease to be Brown61 BtaPle 6,mense annual results, which are distribut? 1 and
class of the community, and which give anong .
of industry would cease. The world furnShV'; 5of these products being grown upon a lar . VtaiS
labor. Ihe English now acknowledge by t,?
East TnrliM. RrA7.il. whoaft nlav ?f"",r Wllnr ;1

onr own. is the only South American State whar,J eqt?
pered. Cuba, by her slave labor, shower8 Sft ha SSpain, whilst the British West India CoWalt Pon
ceased to be a source of revenue, and frnm t&ve rrl
been, by emancipation, reduced to beeKarv n9 hav!

shared the same fate, and th nnnr t " bt- - Dnm;

mag.

EXPOKTS.
1789

Hayti, $27,829,000 4- -. . J:0
kniva. io nn Innrrar ovn rw t twl n..J3 .v Ins, ."(i"' '"6v, .vvj, auu me quantif '

scarcely exceeds one-thir- d, and of Cotton of Co8.
exports of 1789. This I give upon Northern antlemh ft e

Jamaica. 1805. aQtilority.

Rnorar 1 rt ?mil.,
Rum 93,950 hhji

The value of the present slave production 23 "
thus given: OIUleboatii

United States Exports for ia
Of Southern origin
Cotton ..,, 859.

Tobacco M3i92i

Rice
Naval Stores
Sntrar" .wu;i
Molasses '

Hemp

Total
Other from South
Cotton manufactures. j

'108.63

Total from South.
Total from North.

Total merchandisecc...... 8.395 na
A? e

To the Southern credit, however, must beirivVn
60 per cent, of the Cotton manufacture, beioe

for raw materials
Breadstuff's tthe North having received from the

South a value as large in these as the whole
foreign export)

Add.

Southern
Northern contribution..

Jn conclusion, I must apologize to the non-slavp- h

U01,(Hjt
.

the South, of which class I was myself until very reppr
member, for having deigned to notice at all theinfann'
bels which the common enemies of the SoGth have cir
ted against them, and which our everv dav hi,...futes, but the occasion seemed a fitting one to nlactruly and rightly before the world. This 1 have endMr,S
laithfully to do. Ihey fully understand the mcmem
questions which now agitate the land in all thoW .
and they will be true and loyal in any and every emergear'

Meeting at Willie Oak, Bladen Co., N, e
Pursuant to notice, a large number of the citizens

White Oak district, assembled at the above Dlappnnikvu
of Jan., 1861. Onmotion, Capt. Joseph b. Duan wasca'H
to the chair: and James Jessup and J. V. Eduo arnmn'u

secretaries.
The chairman having explained the object of thpmwt;,.

it was moved and seconded that a committee of sevens
appointed to draft resolutions. C. H. Cogdill, Wm. s
D. L. Cogdill, Amos Sikes, Joseph W. Davis. Edwnr'tJ
and John McGee, Esqs., were appointed said committee
and retired for consultation. In the absence of the ecu'

mittee, C Lewis, Esq., of Bladen, addressed the mee'ici
He spoke at some length, advocating the cause of ifori
Carolina and the South ; he was opposed to any comprca
use wiiu vue mui ui; aeciarea inai jNorm Carolina could not

stay in the Union with credit to herself and honor to her

citizens. Would that all the submissionists could hare he& 4

this address.
R. M. Devaun, Esq., of Cumberland, in answer to loui

calls, came forward and addressed the meeting ia an able

manner, showing that the South had always been the looser

by the North, and Secession was the only available means

to save the State from utter ruin and eternal disgrace; be,

also, was opposed to any compromise, and declared for So!

Carolina and Southern Rights. At the conclusion of
Rev. Joseph S. Dunn, of Randolph, responded toi

call made upon him. He thanked his fellow-citizen- s lor the

honor they had bestowed upon him, for he felt it an how
that he should be permitted to address them on this grest

and important occasion. He declared that for a number of

years, with sorrow he had watched the progress of the e-

nemies of the State ; he showed the corruptness of tie AM
their disorderly behaviour and their accomplished effjrti

inputting false constructions on the Scriptures ; also to
violations of the laws of God. He declared that the day

was fast coming when the Union of theea States would be

no more : for as much as we are commanded to witliirai
ourselves from every one that walketh disorderly ; hj sH

he could not fellowship with people who, with the 2Lj
Bible and the sacred stand are trying to make war upon

peaceable and law-abidin- g citizens.
The committee then returned and reported through tLei

chairman the following preamble and resoluti jds, which

were read and adopted one by one :

Whereas, In the history ot nations as well as partief,

there are times of danger which test the intelligence, inte-

grity, and power of the people for ilea

their patriotism and sincerity greatly promote or retaid the

progress of civil and national security ; and whenever rot

times occur, they serve to arouse every patriotic energy to

renewed devotion for the genera good. Such a time to

arrived such an appalling crisis in its most formidable

view is uoon us. carrvinc mir beloved r.niintrv to ruin If

division and distraction. The old Democratic party of pr-

ogress, truth and justice, under whose wise administration

the country has risen to renown, prosperity and power witl

out a parallel in the world's history the party of all partiei

true to the constitutional Union and States' Rights, hasbets

divided , distracted & defeated by leading politicians in tea

unhallowed ambition for personal interest or private hatred,

and the hopes of the Republic are tottering from centre m

circumference ; the whole of our present calamities vA

difficulties are chargeable to leaders, who

have proven to be weak, ignorant and corrupt men.

the question now is, are the people capable offc

governmeut ; have they got sufficient energy and firame

to take the management of their political arJairs m their oi--

hands, from traitors, gamblers, sharpers and pettifogsf
Attorneys, whose business is to stir up c antemion ana

throughout this once glorious country. Therefore, be it

Resolved 1st, That we sympathise with our Southen

brethren in their determined effort to resist Northern sj

gression, and sustain their rights. ,

Resolved 2d, That we hereby tender our hearts and naaJ

with lasting gratitude to such of oar Northern brethren"

have so nobly and fearlessly advocated our rights.
Resolved 3d, That this meeting approve of the wiie- -j

patriotic course pursued by our chief magistrate 01

State, and we will sustain him from A. to Z.

Resolved 4th, That we want a Convention of the peop

called for the purpose of sustaining tho honor and disj
the State. . j

Resolved 5th, That the militia should be reorganized.

volunteers enrolled fully armed and equipped as recoup
ed by our Executive Department, that we may be preps

to defend ourselves in our own way. a.
Resolved 6th, That we are opposed to submitting wjr

rule of the Black Republican party, and will resist it w -

Resolved 7th, That Raleigh is not North Carolina, neiW

ia Elizabethtown, Bladen county ; therefore, we entre-- v

various Captain's Districts inrougnoui me d -

consult and express their sentiments as freemen
Resolued 8th, That the proceedings of this u

sent to the Wilmington Journal, Herald and Aorta t
ian lor publication, with a request

chairai-copy
Jahks Jesscf, Scretariej.J. W. Edge, j--

The North Carolina FoRis.-- We notice

occupying ot Fort Caswell by the citizen so"

North Carolina is stated to have occurred "I"

telegraph of Hon. Wm. S. Ashe that the101)
reveuue cutter Forward, Captain ff' rMs--

from WilmingtOD, Delaware, with sealed 0

that it was supposed her destination was to:
The FayetteviUe Observer and other PaPer "tbeo
nounced this as a fabrication. Whether W
or not, as to the destination of the Forward,

say ; but we assert the fact that, at the t,me,nW
ing, it was announced in the WilmiDgtoo w
papers, and that her destination was J,
named. Therefore, had Mr. Ashe tclegrapneu- -

ported, the facta would fully bear out i&
which he recommended. It is generally mi ,

the commanding officer of the Forward Pyy
offered his services to coerce the Soutb,

force would allow. . tj,efort,Ji
r Reasonable apprehension existed that tt

about to be occupied by the Federal troop

facts as above stated, and, as the eloquent 00s

remarked in the North Carolina bouse ot w

this subject, the people of North Carolina.

possession of this fort, were guilty ol do vioi

Constitution, because the Government ba3
i

coerce a State, and any attempt ougni w
mPtituJ

So far from Mr. Ashe being blamed lor ur- -

we believe that he will receive the tnanKs 01

of the State. .nfiSI
It ia not the first occasion that the nameo

been engaged in resisting aggression fl torBof',
North State. In the Revolution, the aD5JigShip

Aahe drove the royal governor on DOdf,nr0iiD8. ,

forced him to leave the shores of North l&k &
WashingtonConsoni

Seizure of Vel.
Norfolk, Jan. 17.-- The schrs. AMen p Qtf

New. Haven, and Pauline, of NejJ1
seized toay for violation of the YirgB
law.

the interior towns, think it shows tneir wisaom, as weu

as their politeness, when , they contradict the news

brought to other papers by telegraph. It is not the

fault of these other papers if their facilities are better or

their enterprise greater than their interior cotemporaries

Dossess. For instance, one of these interior papers late

ly contradicted the telegraphic report of the appearance

of the Brooklyn eff Charleston bar, and her apparent

purpose to cross the same and enter the harbor. Now,

the Brooklyn has returned to Hampton Roads, and we

take the following from the Norfolk Day Hook :

Tbp TT S Rtpamer Brooklyn, in command of Capt.
Walker, left HamDton Roads on Ihe 9th inst. with

sealed orders, which were not opened untii she had pass-

ed outside of Cape Henry ; none of the crew knew

where they were going beyond Hampton Road3, and
were much surDrised when she put to sea.

As it is well known she went down the coast to
Charleston harbor, and wouid have gone in, or, at least,
wnnlri hnvp. attpmnted it. but for the fact that just as

she got off the mouth of the river she met and epoke a
small, rough looking schooner, ccming out, said schooner

carrying no flag.
" Where are you bound ?" was asked by one of tee

officers of the Brooklyn.
" Philadelphia," answered the schooner. The schoon-

er then imparted the intelligence that the Star of the
West had attempted to enter the harbor, and had eigh-

teen or twenty shots fired into her, and she thought it
imprudent for the Brooklyn to venture in.

The Brooklyn rounded to, and was surprised to see

that the schooner did not proceed to sea. It was also
observed that a steamer came out ot the harbor and
talked with the schooner, and then took her in tow until
she was some distance from the Brooklyn. The steamer
finally went back, and the schooner made her way leis-

urely into the harbor. It now occurred to those on
board the Brooklyn that the sailors on the schooner
wore black silk hats, standing collars, store clothes, &c,
and the impression soon prevailed that the schooner was
one of the guard vessels that had been sent out to inter-

cept the Brooklyn.
The Brooklyn made no attempt to enter the harbor,

but remained oatside until she started homeward. She
arrived in Hampton Roads about dark last night, and
came to anchor under the guns of Fortress Monroe, in
orQear the spot occupied by the Great Eastern when
she was off 0d Point.

It is a iittle remarkable that none of the guns on the
Brooklyn were loaded, or even unlashed for the pur-

pose ; nor was the slightest preparation for action made
on board during the whole cruise. The sailors on board
were divided in sentiment, some being Southern men in

feeling, whilst others were influenced by Northern views.
As for the officers, nothing could be gained from them ;

they were perfectly mum on all the various subjects
connected with the ship or her cruise, and if tbey dis-

cussed the subject at all, did so privately.
The two officers who sent in their resignation the day

before the Brooklyn sailed were on board during the
whole cruise. The acceptance of their resignation had
not been received up to the sailing of the Brooklyn,
aud they were compelled to remain on board uutil they
were absolved from their oaths of office.

The destination of the Brooklyn is unknown. She is

at this time ia the Roads, and it is believed that the
will proceed to New York ; but there is nothing cer-

tain about her future movements. Her crew should be
paid cfl and discharged.

Contradictions are cheap telegraphs cost money.

The telegraph wus true. The contradictions were net.

Instead of some seventy thousand stands of arms

generally reported to have been in the United States'
Arsenal at Charleston, it appears by the official state-

ment furnished by Secretary Holt, that the whole num-

ber of small arms, including old flint-loc- k muskets, per-

cussion muskets, carbines, rifles, pistols and everything
else in the way of shootirg irons, orJy amounted to 22-- ,

423.

South Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida and
Georgia have declared themselves out of the Federal
Uniou. Virginia will go out five States already out.
When will the North Carolina Legislature act, and a I.

ow the VOICE of the PEOPLE to be heard?

Power of Ihe South to Ptoieot Hem If In Mm, PoI
lien, and AgrlcuitUiHl Wtnltli.

From the able pamphlet by Hon. Jno. Townsend, of
South Carolina, entitled. " i ne South alone should
Govern the South," and which should be in the hands
of every Southern man. DeBow's Review.

by senator iicktek.
What reflecting man can doubt the abundant ability

of the South to protect herself, and to attain a power
which will cu use her to be respected among the foremost
nations of the earth ?

The eight seceding States alone, possess a territory
more than three times as great as France; more than six
times as large as Prussia, and nearly sisc times as large
as England, Scotland, and Ireland put together ; while
the alliance of the other Southern and border States
would increase the territorial extent of the Southern
confederacy more than one third. Can a country like
this, occupied by a people who hom their childhood
have been accustomed to the most manly exercise, and
the free use of firearms bold, hardy, restive under un-
lawful control and numbering within its borders 00

men capable of bearing arms, and who, with a
few weeks' warning, could be marshalled at every as-

sailable point iu bands of 50,000 and 100,000 can, I
say such a country, and so people!, be overcome by any
foreign foe ? The idea is simply absurd.

Next : Consider her comractness within her boun
daries ; her 'inexhaustible resources in money, and all
other materials toward providing the appliances of war ;

and her capacity, arising from these circumstances, of
resisting, or punishinjr, if necessary, all amrression upon
her rihts. With agricultural production the most
valuable iu the world, and which make them the objects
Of envy to every manufacturing and'eommercial people,
and her friendship and alliance to be sought after by
every civilized nation, she holds in her hands the very
oest Donas wtnen tney cat, give to " keep the peace "
with her. It is a mistake, Mr. ( hairman, to suppose
that England, France, Germany, Russia, and the other
commercial and manufacturing nations of Europe, are
hostile to our Afiican slavery. Nations (and even our
sanctimonious North is not an exception) are not gov-
erned by sentiment, much less by sentimental ily, but by
their interest ; and these people, to whom I have just
reterred, are too deeply interested in procuring the raw
materials, which the South, almost alone, can supply
them with, for their manufactures, to embark in a sillv
quarrel with us about the kind of labor, by which these
raw

.

materials are acquired.
.

JN ot
.

only manv millions
.
ofjI ' j i i w v

ineir people are aepenaent upon tnese raw materials tor
employment lor their bread not only thousand of mil-
lions of capital are also dependent upon them for profits

but it becomes a concern ot government, that these
raw materia s should be supplied ; since it promotes con
tentment to tne nungry laborer, aud establishes ouiet and
social order, which might not otherwise be procured, ex
cept, oy me lernoie resort ot powder and lead. The
South, then, need be under no apprehansion of interfer
ence with her slave property from these nations : but.
on tne contrary, may reasonably expect friendly inter
course, inaeeo, sir, no alliance would be more natural
,than one between these nations and our Southern con
federacy. There would be no cause of rivalrv and ieal- -

ousy. We, the agricultural people, would grow the raw
material, and tney, tne manufacturing and commercial
people, would work it up and send it to their customers
ot the world.

The United States Sub-Tbeasu- ry at Charles-
ton. We have not cared, heretofore, to trouble our-
selves about the false statements of the Tribune, and
other New York papers, concerning the United States
Sub-Treasu- ry at Charleston. But as the honor of our
State is concerned, and it is due to her friends every-
where that tbey should know the truth of the matter,
we nowstate that neither the Governor of South Caro-
lina, nor any other power or authority of law, has ever
seized or made use of any of the funds of the Sub-Treasu-ry

in this city. We further state that the amount in
the Sub-Treasur- y, when South Carolina seceded, was
not the pitiful sum of $9000, as at first reported, nor the
sum of $21,000 as the Tribune now reports, but it
was $150,000, which amount has' been reduced in the
usual manner, by payments, according to the law of the
United States, to about $50,000. This sum is still in
the Sub-Treasu- ry to the credit of the United States
Treasurer and the disbursing agents. , South Carolina
has not touched a cent of this money, and her forbear-
ance in that respect is the more remarkable, because a
large amount ot it is due to her own citizens for the out-
fit and provisions ot Fort Sumter, for payment of which
they vainly besiege the office doors of the Sub-Treasar- er

that officer having no power to pay "them without an
order from the authorities at Washington. Charleston
&Urcury,lGthinst.

Death of General John Cowan.
Dtkd, in this town, on the forenoon of Wednesday, Jan.

16th, 1861, General JOHN COWAN, aged 37 years and 3

months.
Although ore better qualified for the task has else-

where furnished a sketch of the deceased, we cannot yet
wholly omit some slight tribute to the memory of a de-

parted friend, whom we honored for his noble qualities
of head and heart ; whom we knew only as a kind, gen-

erous and high-spirite- d gentleman, the announcement of
whose death, although loDg anticipated, from the nature
of his disease, (Consumption,) carries a painful sense
of bereavement to a large circle of friends and rela-

tives.
Gen. Cowan bore the lingering agonies of his painful

illness with all the fortitude of a brave man and all the
calm resignation of a christian, having made a profes-

sion of religion months before his death, which he met
without fear and without apprehension.

He leaves a widow and family, upon the sacredness cf
whose sorrow it becomes us not to intrude. The same
power that sustained the husband and father, will watch
over those whom he has left behind.

A Convention and Its Powers.
We think that the progress of events is gradually

bringing all parties to the conviction that a State Con-

vention ought to be called and that at no distant day.

Virginia and Tennessee have already acted although
their Legislatures were called together loag after the
meeting of our General Assembly, which has been in

session two months and has done nothing. Why even
Missouri has acted.

Of course in our position we receive a batch of letters
every morning, and nearly every letter we open contains

some reference to the subject, some such remark as this :

" What is the Legislature doing ? Why don't they

call a Convention ? Do stir them up !" etc., etc.

Beyond doubt, the people want a convention ; but
there appear to be difficulties in the way. Some inter-

posed, no doubt, factiously, others having weight with

many honest and intelligent members cf the Legislature.

The bill first introduced contemplated a restricted
Convention, to be called by the action cf a majority of

both Houses. The Convention bills, now before both
Houses, requite the concurrence of two-third- s, and call

an unrestricted Convention, although the intent in call-

ing such Convention is plainly intimated in the pream-

ble, which makes reference to the present condition of

our Federal Relations. We have been, and would now

be, desirous io have the action of the Convention, and

of course the attention of the people in choosing dele-

gates to such Convention, confined to the single issue of

our Federal Relations. This is said to be legally im-

practicable. The Convention, when culled, represents

the sovereignty of the people, and cannot be restricted
by any legislative enactment, although honesty and good

faith would dictate that a body called and elected for

the consideration of a specific question, and of the ac-

tion which might be deemed necessary to take in order

to carry out any decision of such question a3 might be

arrived at, should not abuse its powers by taking cog-

nizance of matters not desired nor contemplated either

by the Legislature in passing the bill, or the people in
electing delegates.

It is feared by many that the Convention, when call-

ed, instead of devoting itself singly to the questions of
Union and Secession, together with their cognate issues,

may wander cfl to the alteration, abrogation, amend-

ment, or change cf our State Cocslitution, or important
provisions thereof, affecting the basis, both of taxation
and of representation, which course, even if within the

limit of its powers, would certainly be an abuse of
those powers. We have assurances from the West that
there will be no effort to turn this Convention to sec-

tional account, nor to abuse the powers vested in it.
With these assurances we must try to be content. We
had better trust each other at home than by wrangling
put ourselves at the mercy of our enemies abroad.

Rut even supposing that the Legislature could legally

restrict a Convention, and that a bill calling a restricted
Convention could be got through the Legislature, we

question whether it would be advisable to put too many

restrictions upon it. It will be easily understood that
changed circumstances might call for some changes in

the organic law. Such changes, as well as the necessity
for them, will readily suggest themselves to every reader.

We wish now to make a few candid remarks upon
the subject of taxation. During the canvass of last
summer we stated plainly our position upon the ques-

tion of ad valorem taxation, or of the change of the con-

stitution so as to make slaves taxable as property
and not as persons. We took this ground, among
others, in opposition to such change, that the whole
question had been considered and settled in 1835, since
which time debt3 had been contracted on that basis.

We contended that it would be unjust, after such debts
had been contracted upon one basi3 to so alter the Con-

stitution as to make them payable on another and different
basis, whereby burdens might be shifted from those who
did contract them, to those who did not. We also contend-

ed that inasmuch a3 the gi eat expenditure of the State had
been on internal improvements.constructed mainly for the
development of real estate, it would be wrong to change
the Constitution so as p shift the burden of such expen-

ditures on to the shoulders of a class of property compara-

tively little if at all benefited by the works constructed.
Our opinions on these subjects are unchanged, but it

seems to us that a new state of things might arise to which
the above reasoning would not apply. We allude to any
debt contracted or taxation rendered necessary by the
action of the Convention in decreeing secession or tak-

ing other new and positive steps for the protection of

the State. Inasmuch as this would be an expenditure
rendered necessary, at least as much for the protection
of slave property as of any other property, perhaps more
eo, we think that all slaveholders would cheerfully sub-

mit to bearing their full or mere than their fuli share of
all the burdens of the State so incurred, and we think
that it would be within the scope not enly of the powers
but of the duties cf the Convention to make provision
to this effect.

We offer these suggestions because they appear to us
reasonable and fair, and ask fair and reasonable consid-

eration of them. Our proposition is, that present debts
and taxes, being contracted or levied upon the existing
Constitutional basis, and under the understanding that
such basis should not be disturbed, ought to be so left,
but that iu future, all the debts and expenditures in the
nature of war debt, or rendered necessary by movements
arising out of our Federal Relations, ought to be placed
upon the ad valorem basis, as far as practicable, due
reterence being Had to the best interests of the State

The Feeling throughout the State.-Gun- s --One Hundred
at Greenville.

We had supposed that we had already alluded, amon
Other indications of public feeling, to the following fact
which vas communicated to us by a valued' friend
writing from Greenville, Pitt county, under date of
Jan. 11th, 1861. We certainly intended to have done
so the day the letter was received. Oar friend says :

" One hundred guns are being fired here to-d- ay in
honor of the people of Smithville. the people are tired
of waiting for the tardy demagogues at Raleigh.

There is no questioning the fact that there is a strong
feeling abroad. Let this feeling find a legal expression
through a convention, and all difficulty will be avoided,
otherwise it is impossible to say how far a different re-
sult might folio

in any official capacity. So Fort Sumter, for the pres-

ent, is neither to be evacuated, reinforced, nor attacked.
The Charlestonians will permit Major Anderson to come
to market and get his supplies.

Senator Crittenden's compromise resolutions have
been voted down in the Senate every Republican vot-

ing against them.

It is said to be the plan of the Secession leaders by all

means to avoid precipitating a collision with the Feder-

al Government. Col. Hayne will probably remain some

time in Washington City, counselling with the leaders

from other States. Virginia is trying to mediate be-

tween the Federal Government and the seceding States.
We notice that Judge Smalley, formerly of Vermont,

but somehow got down to New York as a sort of Feder-

al Judge, has been charging against selling or shipping

arms or munitions of war to seceding States. We hard-

ly know whether the little Judge makes it out to be

treason or not. At any rate, those who have arms to

sell will sell them. A day or two ago, the New York

Tribune wanted the authorities there to seize the steam-

ship Columbia, in order to prevent her taking out pro-

visions and munitions of war for Charleston. The au

thorities did not stop her.

Things In Raleigh The Convention.
A private letter from Raleigh expresses the opinion

that it is not probable that any Convention bill will be

passed before next week, so many people want to talk,

that it is proposed to establish a rute limiting debate. Our

friend further expresses the opinion that the following

bill, introduced by Mr. Clark, of Craven, or something

like it, is perhaps the only bill that can pass. We can

not but think that the course set forth in this bill looks

very much like a'i evasion of responsibility, "and a divis-

ion of labor ai d legislation not contemplated in the

Constitution, which never intended that mere acts cf
the General Assembly should be submitted to the peo- -

. mt i n a i t r j - cr
pie. Tne Dili seems to us to ue a coniuseu anair gener-

ally, but such as it is we lay it before cur readers It
may be amended or killed yet, for there is no knowing

what the Legislature may do, or not do :

A BILL concerning a Convention of the People.
Whkeeas, The preseut perilous condition of the country

demands, in the judgment ot this General Assembly, that
the sovereign people of this State should assemble in con-
vention to effect an adjustment of existing diff-
iculties whereby the Federal Union is endangered, or other
wise to determine what action will best preserve the honor
and promote the interests of North Carolina : and, whereas,
This General Assembly, on matters of 6uch grave import,
involving the relation of North Carolina to her sisters ia the
confederacy, is reluctaut to adopt any settled policy with-
out the sense of the people, in whom, under our govern-
ment, ail sovereignty resides, being first asce tained.

Section 1. Be it therefore enacted by the General Assem-
bly of the Stale cf North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted
by the authority of the same,. That upon the passage of this
act the Governor of the State be. and he is hereby required
to issua a proclamation commanding the Sheriffs cf the re-

spective countit-- i'i the State to open polls at tue several
election precincts in said counties, on the day of ,

when and where all persons qualified to vote for members
of the General Assembly, may vote for or against a Ktate
Convention; those who with a convention voting wirh a
printed or writteD ticket. " Convention," and those who do
not wish a convention voting in the same ay, " No Coa-ventio- n

:" also, to open separate polls at the said time and
places for the election of delegates to the convention, to be
assembled on such terms as hereinafter provided, said polls
to be superintended by inspectors appointed by the Sher-
iffs, with the advice or three justices of the peace, of the
respective counties, who shall be sworn according to the
provisions of sec. 6, chap. 52, of Revised Code.

2. Be it further enacted. That it shall be the duty of
the Sherifls to make out duplicate statements of their polls,
in their respective counties, on the question of " Conven-
tion " and " No Convention," sworn to before the clerk of
the cru::ty court, one copy of which f hall be deposited in
said clerk's office, and the other ccpy transmitted to the
Governor of the State, at Kaleigh immediately after said
election.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That k shall be the duty
of the Governor, as soon as he shall have received the re
turns of the sheriffs, in the presence of the Secre tary of ti.e
State, Public Treasurer and Comptroller, to compare the
number of vote lor and against a ouveatiyn ; ani it it
shall appear that a majority of the votes polled are in la or
of a convention, Le shall forthwith issue a proclamation in
such manner as he may think proper, summoning the dele-
gates elected to said convention, as aforessid, to convene in
haleigh, on aay ot , m the year one thousand eight
bundled and sixty-on- e. And if the majority of the votes
polled are agamst convention, the Governor shall, in like
manner, issue a reclamation of that fact ; and in that case,
the assembling of the said delegates, elected as aforesaid,
under the provisions of this act, is ht rtby declared to be

and of no effect.
Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the election for del-

egates as aforesaid shall be held and conducted in the same
manner as elections for members of Ihe General Assem-
bly, and the vote shall be countc d and the scrolls compared,
and certificates issued in the same manner as prescribed by
law for members of the House of Commons.

Sec 5. Be it further enacted, That if a vacancy shall oc-

cur by the death, resignation, or removal from the State, or
by the relusal to serve, of any person elected delegate as
aforesaid, the presiding officer of the convention shad issue
h's writ to the theriff of the county in which such vacancy
may have occuried, after such rotice as the convention may
order, to open a poll to till such vacancy under the sanm
rules and regulations as hrieiiibtfoie prescribed for tho
election of delegates.

Sec. 6. lie it further enacted, That the said convention
shall consist of one hundred and twenty delegates, and each
county shall be entitled to the same number of delegates as
members of the House of Commons under the last appor-
tionment.

Sic. 7. Be it further enacted, That the mileage and per
diem pay of the delegates to suid convention shall be the
same as that of members of the General Assembly, to be
paid in the same manner ; and said convention shall have
power to fix the pay of all its officers, and of represen-
tatives to any convention cr Slate, and shall provide tor
other expenses, to be paid out of the treasury as it may di-

rect.
Sec. 8. Be it further enacted. That the said convention

shall have power to elect officers and prescribe qualifica-
tions for its members, not inconsistent with the true intent
of this act.

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That the said convention
shall have power to consider all grievances affecting North
Carolina as a member of the confederacy, according to the
true intent and meaning of this act, and all questions of
constitutional reform, excepting such as may propose a
change in the present basis of representation the assent or
dissent of the people to the proposition herein contained
being respectively exp-eshe- d by the votes, "Convention,"
and " No Convention," at the time and in the mode herein-
before provided.

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That no ordinance of said
convention sha'l have any force or validity until it t'i:ilibave
been ratified by a majority of the qualified voters for mem-
bers of the General Assembly, to whom it shall be submit-
ted according to the mode prescribed for election of mem-
bers to the House of Commons- - the assent or dissent of the
people hereto being expressed as in preceding sections of
this act.

Sec. 11. Be it further eriacle ', That this act shall be in
force from and iilmediateiy after its ratification.

Jewish Liability.
Mr. Hall, of New Hanover, has introduced the fol-

lowing bill into the Senate of North Carolina :

A BILL to repeal so much of Se Hon second of Articlefow
of the amended Constitution of North Carolina, as pro-
hibits persons of the Jewish or Jsraelitish faith from
holding offices of profit or trust in the Sta e.
Whehkas, Section Id of thu Declaration of Rights pro-

claims " that all men have a natural and inalienable right
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their
own consciences :" and whereas, Section 2nd of Article 4th
of the amended Constitution is inconsistent with Section
19th of the Declaration of Rights, contrary to the spirit of
the age, and anti-republic- in its operation,

Be it enacted by ihe General Assembly of the State of
North Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of
Vie fame, ( three-fifth- s of the whole number of membet s of
each Uouse concurring,) That so much of Section 2nd of
Article 4th of the amended Constitution aa prohibits per-
sons of the Jewish or Israelitish faith, from holding offices
of profit or trust in the State, be and the same is hereby re-
pealed.

The Cutter Forward and our Forts.
The extract w hich we make from the Washington

Constitution confirms us in the opinion formerly enter-

tained and expressed, that the Cutter Forward had been
secretly orcered South with troops and that their desti

nation was the mouth of the Cape Fear. Lieut. Nones,
her Commander, had long experience upon this coast
and in this river. Whether he belonged to the cele

brated beef-bon-e crew or not we do not know. They
do say that some revenue cutter many years ago lay so
long at her anchorage here, that she got aground
upon the beef-bon- es that her crew threw over-boar- d ! '

We do not vouch for the story farther than to say that
we have heard it.

North Carolina bonds were selling in New York, on
the 15th inst., at $74, and $17,000 taken at this price.
Kentucky 6's, 96; Tennessee 74; United States
6's, 93 to 90K- -

J5 It is said that John Mitchell is the Paris corres-
pondent of the Charleston Mercury.

ninf to ear.h holder, and one half ol the whole number of
holders are in possession of less than five slaves,

it will thus annpar that tha slaveholders of the South, so
far from constituting numerically an insignificant portion of
its people, as has been malignantly alledged, make up an
ncrorrprntft irrpatftr in relative nroDOruoil iuau mc uuiucm ui
avorxr other cnpmps nf nrnnertv whatever, in any part of
the world ; and that of no other property can it be said,
with equal truthfulness, that it is an interest of the whole
community.

Whilst in the Southern States every third family are
slaveholders, but one family in every three and a half fami-

lies in Maine, N. Hampshire, Massachusetts and Connecticutt,
are holders of agricultural land, and in European States
the proportion is almost indefinitely less. The proportion
which the slaveholders of the South bear to the entire popu-

lation is greater than that of the owners of land, houses, ag-

ricultural stock, State, bank, or other corporation securities
anywhere else. No political economist will deny this. Nor
is that all. Even in the States which are among the largest
slaveholding; South Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee, the
land proprietors outnumber nearly two to one in relative
nronortion the owners of the same property in Maine, Mas
sachusetts, and Connecticut, and if the average number of.... . .1 a1 1 1 l.slaves neia Dy eacn iamuy lurouguuuii me ouum ue uu
nine- - and if one half of the whole number of slavesholders
own'uuder five slaves, it will be seen how preposterous is
the allegation of our enemies, that the slaveholding class is
an organized wealthy aristocracy. The porr men of ihe
South are the holders of one to five slaves, and it would be
equally consistent with truth and justice to say that they rep- -

resera, inreaiuy, us siavcnoiamy wuvrvsi.
The fact being conceded that there is a very large class

of persons in the slaveholding States who have no direct
ownership in that property, it may be well asked, upon
what principle a greater antagonism can be presumed be-

tween them and their lellow-citizen- s than there exists among
the larger class of rs in the free States and
the landed iaierests there i If a conflict of interest exists in
one instance, it does in the other ; and if patriotism oud pub-
lic spirit are to be measured upon bo low a standard as this,
the social fabric at the North is ia far greater danger ot dis-

solution than it is here.
Though 1 protest against the false and degrading standard

to which Northern orators and statesmen have reduced the
measures of patriotism which is to be expected from a free
and enlightened people, and in the name of the rs

of the South fling back the insolent charge that they
are only bound to their country by the consideration of its
" loaves and fishes," and would be found derelict in honor
and principle and public virtue in proportion as that thej
were needy in circumsiances, I think it but easy to show
that the interest of the poorest among us is
to make common cause with and die in the last trenches in
defence of the slave property of his more favored neighbor.

The cf the South may be classed as eith-
er such as desire aud are incapable of purchasing slaves, or
such as have the means to purchase and do not because of
the absence of the motive to do so, preferring to hire or em-

ploy cheaper white labor. A class conscientiously object-
ing to the ownership of this property does not exist at
the South, for all such scruples have long since been silen-
ced by the profound and unanswerable arguments to which
Yankee controversy haa driven our statesmen, popular ora-
tors, aud clergy. Upon the sure testimony of God's ho y
Book, and upon the principle of universal polity, they have
defended and justified tiie institution.

As the competition of free labor with slave labor is the
gist of the argument used by the opponents of slavery, and
as it is upon this they rely in support of a future social con-

flict in our midst, it is clear that in cases where the compe-
tition cannot possibly exist, the argument, whatever weight
it might otherwise have, must fall to the ground.

Now from what can such competition be argued in our
cities? Are not all the interest of the merchant and those
whom be employs of necessity upon the side of the slave-
holders ? The products which he buys, the commodities
which be sells, the profits which he relizes, the hopes
which sustain him of future fortune, all spring from this
source, and irora no other. The cities towns, and villages of
the South, are but so many agencies for converting the pro-
ducts of slave lahor into the products of other labor obtain-
ed from abroad, and, as in every other agency, the interest
of the agent is that the principal shall have as much as pos-
sible to 6ell, and be enabled as much as possible to buy. In
the abnence of every other source of wealth at the South,
its mercantile interests are so interwoven with those of slave
labor as almost to be identical. What is true of the mer-
chant is true of the clerk, the drayman, or the laborer whom
he employs the mechauic who builds his houses, the law-3e- r

who argues his causes, the physician who heals, the
teacher, the preacher, e?c , etc.

And an illustration of the truth of this is famished in the
city of New York almost as much dependent upon South-
ern slavery as any city in the South which records a ma-
jority of nearly 3U,000 votes against the further progress of
abolitionism.

As the competition does not exist in the cities, it is equally
certain that it d jes not exist in those sections of the South
which are employe 1 upon the cultivation of commodities in
which slave labor cannot be profitably ust.d.

Having then, followed out step by step, and seen to whatit
amounts, this so much paraded competition and conflict ex-
isting betwe n the and slaveholding inter-
ests of the South, I will proceed to present several general
considerations, which would be found powerful enough to
influence the if the claims of patriotism
were inadequate to resist any attempt to overthrow the in-
stitutions aud industry of the section to which they belong.

1. The er of the South is assured of this :
That the remuneration afforded by his labor over ani above
the expense of living, is larger than that which is afforded
by ihe same labor in the Free States. To be convinced of
this he has only to compare the value of labor in the South-
ern cities with those of the North, and to take note annually
of the large number of laborers who are represented to be
out of employment there, and who migrate to our shores, as
well as to other sections. No white laborer, iu return, in
times of ordinary prosperity, has been forced to leave our
midst, or remain without employment. Those who come
among u3 are enabled soon to return to their homes with a
handsome competency. The statement is nearly as true for
the agricultural as lor other interests, as the statistics will
show.

The following table was recently compiled by Senator
Johnson, of Tennessee, from information received in reply
to a circular letter sent to the points indicated :

Daily wages in New Orleans, Charleston and Nashville :
Bricklayers. Carpenters. Laborers.

$2Jto3J m to 2 $ltolDaily wages in Chicago, Pittsburg and Lowell, Mass.:
Bricklayers. Carpenters. Laborers.

$1$ to 2 $1$ to 1 75c to $1
The rates of board weekly for laborers as given in the

census of 1850, were in Louisiana $2 70, South Carolina, $1
75, Tennessee $1 32, in Illinois $1 49, Pennsylvania $1 72,
Massachusetts $2 12. The wages cf the agricultural classes
as given in Parliamentary reports are in France $20 to $30per annum with board. In Italy $12 to $20 per annum. In
the United States agricultural labor is highest in the South-
west and lowest in the Northwest, the South and North dif-
fering very little, by the official returns.

The as a class, are not reduced by thenecessity of our condition, as is the case in the free States,to find employment in crowded cities and come into com-
petition in close and sickly work-shop- s and factories withremorseless and untiring machinery. They have bet tocompare their condition in this particular with the mining
and manufacturing operatives of the North and Europe to
be thankful that God has reserved them for a better fate
Tender women, aged men, delicate children, toil and labor
there from early dawn until after candle-ligh- t, from oneyear to another, for a miserable pittance, scarcely abovethe starvation point, and without hope of amelioration
The records of British free labor have long exhibited this,and those of our own manufacturing States are rapidly
reaching it, and would have reached it long ago, but for the
excessive bounties which in the way of tariffs have beenpaid to it, without an equivalent by the slaveholding andlaborer of the South. Let this tariff ceaseto be paid for a single year, and the truth of what is statedwill be abundantly shown.

4. The er of ihe South preserves the status
of the white man, and is not regarded as an inferior or adependant. He is not told that tb e Declaration of Independ-
ence, when it says that all men are born free and equal, re-
fers to the negro equally with himself. It is not proposedto him that the free negro's vote shall weigh equally withhis own at the ballot-box- , and that the little children ofboth colors shall be mixed in the classes and benches ol theschool house, and embrace each other filially in its outsidesports. It never occurs to him that a white man conld hA
degraded enough to boast in a public assembly, as was re-
cently done in New York, of having actually Blept with anegro. And his patriotic ire would crush with a blow thefree negro who would dare, in hia presence, as is done intha free States, to characterize the Father of the Countryas a "Bcoundrel." No white man at the South serveBanother as a body servant, to clean hia boots, wait on his
table, and perform the menial services of hia household !
Hia blood revolts against thi, and his necessities never drive
him to it. He is a companion aud an equal. If a distinc-
tion exists it is only that which education and refinementmay give, and this is so- - courteously exhibited aa scarcelyto strike attention. The poor white laborer at the North isat the bottom of the social ladder, while his brother herehas ascended Beveral steps, and can look down upon thosewho are beneath him at an infinite remove 1 .

The er knows that as soon as his savings
will admit he can become a slaveholder. This, with ordi-nary frugality,-can- , in general, be accomplished in a fewyears, and is a process continually going on. Perhaps twice
the number of poor men at the South own a slave to what
owned a slave ten years ago. - The universal disposition is
to purchase. It is the first use for savings, and the negro
purchased is the last possession to be parted with. &a
woman, her children become heirlooms, and make the nu-
cleus of an estate. - It is within the knowledge of the writer
that a plantation of fifty or sixty persons has been estab-
lished, from the descendants of a single female, in the course
of the lifetime of the original purchaser. '

6v ke large slaveholders and proprietors of the South
begin life In great part as It is the nature
of property to change hands. ; Luxury, liberality, extrava-
gance, depreciated land, low prices, ' debt, distributionamong children, are continually breaking up estates. Alloyer tha sew states of the BouUiweBt eaoragus estates we


