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THURSDAY, MAY 167H.

An expedition is said to have been fitted out to operate
arainst New Orleans. A blockading expedition only,
we suppose.

[he Steamship Huntsville, formerly running bc'tween
N¢w York and supdry Southern ports, is now in the
c¢_vice of Lincoln to blockade the Southern ports.—

She brought to s fishing smack off Charleston on
Tucsday aflernoon. She sassisting the Niagara off
that p{JI“..

The entrance of the channel at Pensacola Bay has been
obstructed by sinking vessels, to prevent the entrance
of ships of war.

The Newbern Progress objects to shipping Naval Stores
to the Nortb, basing its remarks upon the fact of
having scen that a vessel bad been cleared from Wil
mineton for New York with Naval Storea. Rosin
and Spirits of Turpentine have been decided by the

Seerctary of the Treasury not to be included in the

prohibition against ehipping Naval Stores, perhaps

becauvse, although commercially classed as Naval
Stores, they are not directly applied in ship-building
[However, we gucss no more will go for some time, if
not longer.

There is a Baltimore foree of six hundred men at Rich
mond who huve organized themselves into a Brigade
thus forming the nucleus of a Maryland Brigade.

Why don't the anthoritics fit out the Uncle Ben? Na-
val men say that she would carry two howitzors aft
and a long pivot gun forward, and she runs like the
devil. With a proper Commodore and crew, she
wonld keep off, or capture such craft as the Hunts-

ville.

No special terms of the Superior Courts will be held

duripg this Summer. =
FRIDAY, May 17TIL

Mesers, Dattle and Howard, secessionists, have been
clected dolegates from ¥dgecombe, without opposi-
tion. The vote, 1661, was a very full one.

Marvland is rewarded for her “returning loyalty ”’ by

h:r-iz:: treated as a conqgnered province.  General But-

lor. of Massachusetts, is now their Lord and master.

I1¢ announces that he has occupied the City of Bal-

timore to enforce respect to the laws, State and Fed-

cral. and directs that all manufacturers of arms report

{o him. e bas ecized the arms and stores purchased

by the City and had Ross Winaxs, Esq, of the

Iouze of Delega‘es, arrested in the cars as he was

coming from the Legislature, refusing the bail oflered,

ermitting no other members to eee him and not giv-
ing Governor Iicks any reason for the arrest. No
doubt ITicks and Butler understand each other. The
militia of the State of Mar yh:nd are r(-questutl to re-
port to this Massachuselts General-in- Command,

is =aid that the Governors of Okio, Pennsylvania, In-

digna and lllinois, pledge their States to proteet the

Unionists of Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri. We

Jon’t know much about Missouri, but we do know

{Lat the few Pennsylvania, Obio and Indiana squat-

ters on the borders of the other Southern States, who

Lave turncd traitors, will soon be squelched out by

the trae men, and the high and mighty Northern Gov-

cruors will have their pains for their trouble.

There is a very positive report that the small pox has
broken cut among the troops stationed in the Capitol
at Washington.

Cuptain C. B. Denson, formerly principal of the**Frank-
i Institute,” Duplin county, arrived here last even-
ing in commard of the Confederate Grays, a fine Vol-
unteer Company numbering some 85 men, about half
of whom bad been Cadets at the above School, and
consequently students of military tactics, under Cap-
{ain Denson.

The Company is made up of young men, mostly
natives of Duplin, Sampson and Wayne counties.—
I'hey are all well drilled and cquipped for active ser-
viee.

The officers are C. B. Denson, Captain; R. P.
James, 1st Lieut.; L. 8. Hicks, 2od Lieut.; L. W.

[odges, 3d Lieut; J. B. Oliver, Orderly Sergeant.

Like the Telegraph Companies, the Adams Express is
about to be divided. The Southern stockholders have
purchased all the property and interest of that Com-
pany South, and will organize a new Company in a
few days. Such is the report, and we think it likely
to be correct.

The Richmond Despatch says that the advance guard of
the Texan Rangers bas arrived in that City. They
are really formidable, armed and practiced as they
are. Amonz the arms carried by each Ranger is an
“ ¢ight-pound bhowie kuife, keen as a razor on both
sides, wielded Ly bands which use it with the most
extraordinary strength and agility.” They want to
tuke a slight chance at “ wiping out ™ some of the
fancy Zcouaves.

There are some extraordinary movements at Washing-
ton, indicating an advance from that point, perhaps
in the direction ¢¢ North Western Virginia. If
(ieneral Sprague’s Rhode Island regiment gets too
near Harper’s Ferry it will probably suffer.

The British barque Volant and the Swedish brig Tyrus,
bound to Norfolk, arrived in Hampton Roads on
Tuesday morning and brought to and compelled to
anchor under the guos of the blockading squadron.—
They were allowed to send Messengers up to the City
to Richard Dickson, Esq., their consiguee, and to
Col. Myers, the British Consul, which gentlemen
went down to Old Point on Wednesday to see Com-
modore Prendergast relative to the detention of these
vessels, for which freight is ready in Norfolk for ship-
ment. When the gentlemen above pamed arrived,
they were informed that the vessels had sailed for New
York. The Captains were probably told that if they
did go near Norfolk the Virginians would seize their
vessels.

SATURDAY, MAY 18TH.

Tuey Lad a row at Kpoxville on the 8th, arising out
the attempt of AxprEw JouxszoN and some other
apologists ¢f Lincoln to speak there. BrowNLOW
ingisted that Jorxsox ghould speak. The people gaid
he should not. The peoplesdayw:niled.

Pennsylvania volunicers who offered themselves for three
months and find that they are required for three years,
are going home, at least a good many of them are.

(Governor Hicks, of Maryland, has issued his proclama-
tion calling for four regiments to serve the United
States, on the written assurance of the Secretary of
War that the said four regiments shall be detailed to
service in the State of Maryland, or for the defence
of the Capital of the United States, and not to serve
beyond the limits aforesaid.

The Abolition Convention in Weslern Virginia proved
10 be a fizzle. It did nothing and died. I'he Virgin-
ians ought to keep a sharp eye on that section. There
are enough bad men there to act as spies, and per-
haps help the enemy to overawe the true men, unless
these latter are fully sustained by the whole power
and iufluence of the State.

The vote in Tenncssee on the ordinance of secession will
be taken on the 6th ult.

The Baltimore South says that two mules captared in
the act of hanling the steam-gun of Mr. Dickinson to
Ellicott’s Mills, bave been taken to Annapolis and-
committed upon the charge of treason, by order of
General Benjamin Franklin Butler, of Massachasetts.
There are hallers ready for these traitorous mules.

- p——

it was agreed that all the banks of the State should
offer to loan the State 20 per cent. of their capital
stock. This would be for the Benk of North Caro-
lina $500,000, and for the Bunk of Cape Fear $320,-
000.

CoNTRABAND oF War—The following articles bave
been officially d-clared as coming under the head of
“contraband of war,” by the Federal Admisistration:

Gold and silver coin, checks or bills of exchange

for money, articics of focd, clothing, and materials for
the manufacture of clothing ; rifle, pistol, musket and
cannon balls and sbells ; guopowder, and all materials
used in its manufacture ; ammunition and munitioos
and implements of war of every description ; books of
military education ; saddles, harness and trappings
for flying artillery, ficld and staff cfficers and cavalry
troops, horses, gun-carriages, timber for ship building,
all kinds of naval stores, engines, boilers and mach-
inery for boats, locomotive engines aud cars for rail-
roads, and goods end commodities which might be
useful to the evemy in war.
The seat of Government of the Southern Corfederacy
will shortly be removed to Riclimoud, so says the
Montgomery Advertiser. Where the permament lo-
cation of the Confederate goverument may be, will be
for the fature to decide. In no case will it be at
Washington, even it Maryland should finally join the
Confederacy. 1f Maryland should not join the Cob-
federacy, Richmond would not be sufficiently central
nor safe. Asheville, N. C., would be a mightly nice
location, but we would hate to corrupt the morals of
our mountaiu people.

The Conventlon.—Stme Pluln Fuggestions.
When, on the 15th of April, Abrabam Lincoln is-
sued his proclamation calling for an army ol seve nty-five
thousand men to maiutain his authority by military
force, and demard.d that North Carolina should con-
tribute her quota to the subjugation of her southern sis-
ter States, and when this act was followed up by other
acts of war, cqually flagrant, tyrarpical and uneonstitu-
tional, the people of North Carclina urose as one man to
endorse the eonduct of Gov. Ellis, in s'ersly refusing to
comyly with the requisition, and to sustain his action in
taking possessicn of the forts and other publie property,
and in adopting ull due and proper measures for the de-
fence of the State  This uprising of the prople io its
uaanimity, in its aboegation of sdll. in its forgetfulness
of party, bad in it surpassing elements of moral grauduur-
There is something majestic in the simultaneous move
ment of a whole people—a prople who, for the accom-
plishment of one great end are willing to forget or to
waive all intermediate quarrels and divisions.

Bat it should be remembercd that it was for the ac-
complishment of a certain erd that the people moved
thus. That it was for the accemplishment of a eertain
end that they demard d tie assembling of the Legisla.
ture—that it was for the acccmplisbment of the same
end that the Icgislature yielding to and obeying the pop-
ular impulse, immediately passid a bill for the assembling
of a Convention at an carly day. and it is for the ac-
complishment of the same end that the Convention ig
expected to assemble.

What s that end ? Upon what point were aud are
the people 8o unanimous ? For what pnrpose—under
what pervading ivfluence did they waive all their party
prejadices‘in the selection of dilegates, and ouly ask
that they should be scaud upon the question of reces-
gion? Is it not evident that the desire for the prompt
secession of North Carolina from the Northern Confed-
eracy, and her egnally prempt anion with the Southern
Confederaey is universal among the people of the State ?
That in the election of delegates this consideration alope
was kept in view ? T hat vo cehanges of the organic law
of the State, no other guestions formerly involved in
party politics or party contests were thought about, aud
that the members to the Convention were not chosen
with reference to any other guestions or issues than
those arising out of what bave herctofore been called
our “ Federal Relations "

Now, il the answers to our questious are in the affir-
mative—if the whole voice and action of the peopie of
North Carolina be not a delusion and a cheat—if the
arming of her voluuteers means action—if her camps and
forts are not made of paper, then the popular decision
of the State is for immediate seccssion, and any attempt
to delay or procrastinate, by failirg to pass the ordinance
of secession promptly, or, baving passed it, to postpone
its operation until it could be submitted to the people.
would be neither more nor less than a contemptible
mockery. Why, we are now at war! We are in revo-
lution—our ports are blockaded—we are warred upon
by Lincoln. Th people demand the promptest action
to carry us out of cne Confedersey and into the other.
But shall this Couventiun, called uoder such auspices
—under circumstances so imposing, charged with desti-
nies s0 momentons, descend into a political debating
shop? Shall aspirants for future political distinction be
allowed to avail themselves of this opportunity to seize
upon old or devise new political issues npon which to
build up the edifice of their own futureadvancement or the
advancement of their party cr their section 7 We trust
not. Would that to trust we could add assarance, and
be enabled to say that we know that no selfish or parti-
zan measures or motives will ve allowed to hold a place
or exert an iufluence in the Couventicn to asscmble
next week at Raleigh. But we have no such assurauce.
Mc¢n are frail, and the delegatcs are mea. Politicians
are ambitious and mavceuvring, and the delegates are
mostly politicians with axes to grind. Mind, we do rot
use the accustomed slang and say * anprincipled poliii-
cians,” and so on, but we do say that as men and poli-
ticiams, they are frail and peculiarly liable to ‘empta-
tion ; it is, therefore, desirable that they should act as
keeping before them 1L prayer to be not led into tempta-
tion, but delivered from evil ; and that to avoid this
temptation they should coufine themselvesstrictly to
what they know to have been the purposes of their elec-
tion—the severance of the State from the Northern Con-
fedraecy and ber adhesion to the Southern Confederacy.
So far as this is concerned, and thus far only, are we in
a state of revolution. 'We are not in any revolationary
position towards our State authorities, nor do the emer-
gencies of the times require the intervention of the body
to meet in Raleigh next week, further than such inter-
vention may be needed to adapt us to our pew Con-
federate relations, and give effcet to the ordinances es-
tablishing such new relations. ‘T'he people of the State
will keep a sharp watch upon their servaats, and all
demagogueical attempts to intreduce extraneous ques-
tions for political eflect or for the promoticn of personal
ends or ambitions, will be sternly rebuked.

We will tomorrow go more into details in regard to
the measures which it may be necessary for the Conven-
tion to adopt. Whatever that body does beyond what
may be required by pressing necessity will be wrong.

What the Convention should do and what it should
not do, are, within certain limits clear enough. We all
know that it was called and elected to take us from un-
der the formal control of Lincoln’s Government, and to
place us in association with the Confederate States.—
We all know that it is expected that both these things
shall be done promptly, the first of them at once—that
the 20th May, the anniversary of the Mecklenburg De-
claration of Independence is regarded as the suspicious
occasion upon which to take this great step in the
bistory of the State. The secession should be prompt,
decided, final. Somuch public opinion basalready settled
down to. 'The prompt connection of this State with the
Southern Confederacy as a member,and not a mere ally,is
required by public opinion and by public interest. The

At a meeting of the Presidents of the various banks of

thing will be done—the people are anxious for it—it will

this State, held in Raleigh on Wednesday of last week, | give confidence to the public mind—it will give tone to

{ the matter.

military movements, and it will relieve the State of at
least some of the beavy expenses which she would bave to
bear unaided in her solitary and isolated capacity. We
suppose that it will be necessary to accept the provision-
al Government, by electing delegates to represent the
State in the provisional Congress at Montgomery. Of
their admission—the admission of the State, with open
arms, there can be no sort of deubt. The ratification of
the permanent constitution of the Confederate States
will follow. There will be ten delegates to be elected by
the Convention, who will be charged with the duty of
representing North Carolina in the Provisional Con-

gress. No doubt there will be intrigueing for these po-
gitions. Let these elections at least be done with open

doors, and let the people see the men who would pull
personal wires at such a time a8 this.

It has been said that on: Stey Law is opposed to that
provision existing in both the old Federal and the
new Confederate Copstitution, which says that no State
shall pass any ex post facto law, or law impairing the
obligation of contracts. How the difficulty of coming
into the Confederscy with that law is to be got over,
we leave to the gentlemen “ learned in the law ™ to ar-
range. We have heard ways suggested, but we are not
good at getting around things.

So much then for the immediate objects of the Con-
vention ; in fact, we might say the real objects, for bad
it not been for the demand of the people for these things,
po Convention would bave been called at all.  Arising
out of these main objects, and perhaps necessary to their
gnccessful accompli-hment, there may be some internal

| ebanges required to adapt the State to her present transi-

tionary war state, es well as to her fature permanent
position in the Confederacy, as distinguiched from that
she occupied in the former Union. There may be test
oaths to be framed and imposed. It has been suggest-
ed thot the very delicate health of the Governor of the
State, rendering the discharge of all the duties of the
position at a time like this, a risk of life, and certainly
of constitution, indicates the propriety of amending the
Constitution so as to provide for a Lieut. Governor,
who, without taking the place of the Governor per-
manently, might relieve bim of the burden of labors
which weigh too heavily upon the strongest physical
constitution. lu a case like this, of course a Governor
like Jobn W. Ellis would die in harness be:ore he would
shripk one inch from his post. But peither alternative
ought to be required. We meke these remarks because
we have thought over the thing onrselves and bave heard
it discussed by others. We bave ueither spoken or
\:-'rittru to Governor Ellis on the subject, nor have we
ever directly cr indireetly communicated with him about
We do not know what his views are. We
speak upon general considerations.

All our people who take up arms and give of their
“uhsetance equally, ought, now that the State is entering
on a new era of her histery to be entitled to cqual priv-
ileges. We commenced this article by deprecating
demagogueical attempts to make personal or party capi-
tal or popularity for lature use.  We cannot be accuscd
of suggesting anything of the kind when we urge the
removal of the Jewish disubility feature of our constitu-
tion. The Jews in this State, have in this emergency
shown themselves just as willing to contribute theif
services and their means as any otber religionists, We
do not koow that a single Jew in the State would run
for apy officc if even certain of getting it. We don’t
know one that would. ‘T'he vote of that denomination
is emall, and canuot, therefore be an objeet to attract the
attention of designing politicians. We advocate the
removal of the exclusion as right in itself, and pre-em-
inently so at this time.

But in addition to these necessary and obviously just
measures there is overy roason to believe that questions
aflecting the basis of represontat on ard of taxation, of
revepue— of public improvements and of general legis-
lation will be dragged into the arena of the Convention.

Now, to thig, or to even the first approach towards
it, the objection must snggest itself that fur none of all
these things, por with reference to them, were the mem-
bers of tke Convention chosen.  Unlimited as the Con-
vention bill is in terms, the only issues before the people
in the choice of delegatcs were those of secession from
the old Confcderacy, and adhesion to the new Con-
federacy, with, of ccurse, the measures necessary to
give effect to snch movemints. ‘'iflLe State in cut-
ting loose from her Federal traditions, must
not rudely sever the bonds that unite her with the
traditions of her own progress and sovereignty. If
wise she will make as few changes in this respect as pos-
sible. She will make no change in the basis of repre-
sentation at all, and roue in the basis of taxution to ap-
ply retrospectively to the payment of debts or interest
on debts, already contracted under a different basis and
with the solemn understanding that such basis should
not be disturbed. For future debts, certainly war debts
or taxes, the case is different, and the slavehold-
ers and the slaveliolding counties of tLe State have shown
their appreciation of this fact, by the alacrity with
which they have given their individua! means and
pledged the credit of their counties and corporate bodies.

Finully, we contend that there is no necessity for the
Convention remaining long in session, and in order to
facilitate business we most respectfully urge upon the
members the propriety of sitting in secret, less for the
purpose of privacy than to cut off all motive for speech-
making and display. Why can’t the Convention get
off in two or three weeks, or even less time ?

We beg respectfully to urge upon the powers
that be at Raleigh—upon the Advisory Board, upon
any body and everybody who may have any thing to do
with appointments connected with the military service
of the State, to exercise the utmost care—to yield to no
pressure—to look forward to no political, or personal or
clique advantages, in the bestowal of offices.

We neither know nor care what the influences at
work may be, so they be rightly used, and they mnst be
used with the bighest discretion and disinter<steduess, or
the consequences will be, if not disastrous, certainly dis-
couraging and injurious. We beg that this discretion and
disinterestedness may be used, and in doing so we speak
simply a8 journalists—personally we have no enemies to

punish and ro favours to ask for ourselves or onr
Iriends.

B2 We bave to do the best we can with our tele-
graphic dispatches announcing the arrival of European
Steamers, and giving the news brought or said to be
brought by them, but we deem it proper to caution our
readers that much of this news as reported must be
taken with many grains of allowance, from the fact that
it comes through Northern and therefore hostile chan-
nels, and fiom the farther faet that the telegraph is un-
der pretty strict sarveillance by the agents of Lincoln’s
government.

We have reason to believe that public opinion and
govermental tendencies, in Europe are far more favora-
ble to us than we might at first be led to judge from the
accoun's that are allowed to reach us through the north-
ern telegraph. We will not have long to wait for re-
cognition, and the blockade will be usefal to us. It
won’t last long enough to hurt us much—it is burting
the North far more. Lord Jobn Russell’s recent re-
marks in the British House of Commons indicate early
favorable action.

Burron Facrory.—It will be seen from a notice in
to-day’s paper, that Messrs. Leob & Swarzman have
established a button factory in town. We are pleased
to notice this new enterprize, anil have no doubt it will

be well patronized.

Phe Right of Privateers.—Doctrine of the United 1
States.
J)EPARTMENT OF STATE,
W asmrsoros, July 28th, 1856.
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United
States, has laid before the President * The Declaration
Concerning Maritime Law,” adopted by tbe Plenipo-
tentiaries of Great Britsin, Austrm,_Franct‘, Pruossia,
Russia, Sardinia and Turkey, at Paris, on the lﬁth‘of-
April, 1856, vhich the Count de Sartiges, Envoy Ex-
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of France, bas
presented, in behalf of the Ewmperor o! the French, to
the Government of the United States, for the purpose of
obtaining its adhesion to the principles therein contain-

ﬁ‘

Nearly two years since, the President submitted, not
only to the Powers represented in the late Congress at
Paris, but to all uther maritime, nations, the ee.cond and
third propositions contained in that « declaration,” and
asked their assent to them as permanent principles of
of international law. The propositiors thus submitted
by the President were :

‘1. That free ships make free goods—that is to say, that
the effects or goods belonging to subjects or citizens of a
power or State at war, are free fiom capture or confiscation
when found on board of neutral vessels, with the exception
of articles contraband of war.” )

{9 That the property of peutrals on board an enemy's
ves-el is mot subject to copfiscation, uuless the same be
contraband of war.” .

It will be perceived that these propositions are sub-

stantially the same as the seconc and third in the « dec-
laration ’* of the Congress at Paris.

Four of the governments with which negotiations were
opened on the subject by the United States bave sigol-
jed their acceptance of the foregoing propositions.
Others were inclined to defer aeting on them until the
return of peace should furnish a more auspicious time
for covsidering sueh internstional questions. Tle po-
ceeding of the Cengress of the P’lenipotentiaries at Paris
will, as a necessary conscquence, defeat the pending ne-
gotiations with the United States, if the two following
propositions contained in protocol No. 24 are acceded
to : first, that the four principles shall be indivisable ;
and, second, that the powers which bave signed or may
accede to the « deelaration ™ shall not enter into any
arrangement in regard to the application of the right of
neutrals in time of wuar, which does not, at the same
time, rest on the four principles which ure the subject
of said * declaration.” As the indivisibility of the four
principles and the limitation u,on the sovereign atiri-
bute of pegotiating with other powers are not a part
of the * declaration,” any vation is at liberty to reject
either or both, and to act upon the « declaration " with-
out restriction, aceeding to it in whole or in part. In
deliberating on this importact sabject, it behooves all
powers to coosider, and, if they think proper, to act
apon this distivetion. All the powers which may ac-
cede to that « declaration ™ and the subsequent restric-
tions contained in the 24th protocol, will assume an ob-
ligation which takes from them the liberty of assenting
to the propositiops submitted to them by the United
States, unless they at the same time surrender a prin-
ciple of maritime law which has never been contested—
the right to employ privateers in the time of war.

The second and third prigeipies set furth in the = de-
claration,” being those submitted to other maratime
powers for adoption by this Governmeut, it is most anx-
ious to see incorporated, by geveral consent, into the
code of maratime law, and thug placed beyond future
controversy or question. Such a result, securing 8o
many advantages to the commerce of neutral patious,
might have beon reasonably expected but for the pro-
credings ol the congress at Paris, which require them
to be purchased by a too costly sacrifice—the sarrender
of a right which may well be considered as essential w
the frecdom of the seas

The fourth priuciple contained in the * declaration,”
namely : Blockades, in order to be binding must be el-
fective ; that is to say, maintained by a force sufficient
cient really to prevent sccess to the coast of the enemy;”
can hardly be regarded as one falling within that class
with which it was the object of Congress to interfere ;
for this rule has vot, for a long time, been regard < as
ancertain, or the cause of any “ deplorable digputes.”
If there have becn any disputes in regard to blockades,
the uncertainty was about the facts, but not the law.—
Those pations which have resorted to what are appro-
priately denominated * paper Ylockades,” have rurely, if
ever, undertsken to justily their conduct upon prineiple ;
but huve generally admittcd the 1llegality of the praet ce,
and indemnified the njured partics.  What iz 10 be ad
judged < a force suflicient really to prevent aceess to a
coast of the cnemy,” has olten been a severely coutested
question ; and certainly the “ decluration,” which mere-
ly reiterates a general nudispated maxim of maratime
law, does nothing towards relieving the subject of block-
ade from that embarrassment.  What lorce is requisite
to constitute an eflective blockade, remains as unsettled
and as questiopatle as it was before the couvgress at
Paris adopted the** declaration.”

In regard to the right to employ privateers, which is
declared to be abolished by the first prineiple put forth
in the * declaration,” there was, if possible, less uneor-
tainty. ‘The righs to resort to privateers is as clear as
the right to use public armed ships. and as incontestibie
as any other right appertaining to, belligerents. 'The
policy of that law has been vceasionally questioned, uot,
however, by the best authorities ; but the law itsell has
been universally admitted, and most nations have not
hesitated to avail themselves of it; it is as well sos-
tained by practice and public opinicn as any other to
be fonnd in the maritime code.

There is scarcely any rale of international law which
particular naiions in their treaties have not oceussionally
suspended or moditicd in regard to its application to
themselves.  T'wo treaties, only, can be found in which
the contracting parties bave agreed to abstain [rom the
employment ol privatecrs in case ol war between them.
The first was a treaty between the Kinir of Sweden
and the States General of the United Provinees, in
1675. Shortly alter it was coneluded the parties were
involved in wur, and the stipulation concerning priva-
teers was disregarded by both. The second was the
treaty of 1785, between the United States and the
King of Prussia. When this treaty was renewed, in
1799, the clause stipulating not to resort to privateering
was omitted.  For the lust balf century there has been
no arrangements, by treaty or otherwise, to abolish the
right, until the recent procecdings of the Plenipotentia-
ries at Paris.

By takicg the subject of privateering into considera-
tion that Congress has goue beyond its profissed ob-
ject, which was, as it declared, to remove the uneertain-
ty on points of maritime law, und therchy prevent « dif-
ferences of opinion between neutrals aund belligerents,
and, consequently, serions difficulties and even conflicts.”
So far as the principle in regard to privateering is con
cerned, the procecdings of the Congress are in the na-
ture of an act ot legislation, and seek to chauge a well
settled principle of international law.

The interest ol commerce is deeply concerned in the
establishment o! the two principles which the United
States had subtmitted to all maritime powers, and it is
much to be regretted that the powers represented in
the Congress at Paris, fully approving them, should have
endangered toeir adoption by uniting them to another in-
admissable principie, and making the failure of all the
necessary ccnsequetice of the rejection of any one. 'To
three of the four principles contained in the * declara-
tion,” there would not probably be a sericus objection
from any quarter, but to the other, a vigorous resistance
must bave been anticipated.

The policy of the law which allows a resort to priva-
teers has been questioned for reasons which do not com-
mand the assent of this Government. Without enter-
ing into a full discuseion on this point, the undersigned
will confront the ordinary and chief objection to that
policy, by an aathority which will be regarded with
profound respect, particularly in France. In a com-
mentary on the French ordinance of 1681, Valin says :

‘* However lawtul and time-honoured this mode ¢f war-
fare may be, it is nevertheless disapproved by some pre-
tended philosopbers. According to their notions, such is
not the way in which the State and the sovereign zre to be
served : whilst the profits which individuals may derive from
the pursuit are illicit, or at least disgraceful. But this is the
language of bad citizens, who, under the stately mask of a
spurious msdo:_n, and of a craftily sensitive conscience, seek
to mislead the judgment by a concealment of the secret mo-
tive which gave birth to their indifference for the welfare
and sdvantage of the State. Buch are as worthy of hlame,
as are those entitled to praise who generously expose their
property and their lives to the dangers of privateering.”

_In a work of mnch repute published in France almost
simultaneously with the proceedings of the Congress at
Paris, it is declared that—« ‘I'he issuing of letters of
marque, therefore, is a constantly customary belligerent
act. Privateers are bona fide war vessels, manned by
volunteers, to whom, by way of reward, the sovereign
resigos such prizes as they make, in the same mancer as
he sometimes assigns to the land forces a portion of the
war contributions levied on the conquered enemy.”—
Pistoye et Duverdy, des Prises Maritimes.

It 18 not denied that annoyances to nentral commerce,
and even abnges, have occasionally resulted from the
practice of prigatecring ; such was the case formerly
more than in recent times ; but when it is a question of
changing a law, the incidental evils are to be considered
1n connexion with its benefits and advan If these
benefits and advantages can be obtained in any other
way, without injury to other rights, these occasional
abuses may then justify the change, however ancient or
firmly established may be the law.

The reasons which induced the Congress at Paris to|
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declare privateering abolighed are not stated, but thev |
are presumed to be only such as are usually urged
against the exercise of that bell_lgal'ent right.

The prevalence of Christianity snd the progress of
civilization have greatly mitigated the severity of the
ancient mode of prosecuting hostilities. War is now
an affair of Government. * It is the public authority
which makes and carries on war ; the individuals are
not permitted to take part in it, unless authorfzed to do
80 by their Government. It is a generally received role
of modern warfare, so far at least as operations upon
land are concerned, that the persons and effects of non-
combatants are to be respected. The wanton piliage
or uncompensated appropriation of ll]dl?ldim.! property
by an army, even in possession of an enewy’s country,
is against the usage of modern times. Such a mode of
proceeding at this day would be condemned by the en-
lightened judgment of the world, l_mleea'warmr‘:ted by
special circnmstances.  Every consideration which up-
holds this sentiments in regard to the conduct of a war
on land, favors the application of the same rule to the
persons and property of citizeps of belligerents found
upon the ocean. ) )

It is fair to presumne that the strong desire to amelio-
rate the severe usages of war by exempting privale
property upon the ocean from hoftile seizure to the ex-
tent it is nsually exempted on land, was the chief io-
ducement which led to the « declaration ™ by the con-
gress at Paris, that « privateering is, and remains abol-
ished.”

'T'he undersigned is directed by the Pl_'esident to say,
that to this priociple of exempting private property
upon the ocean, as well as upon the land, applied with-
ont restriction, he yields a most ready and willirg as-
sent. 'The undersigned cannot better express the Pres-
ident’s views upon the subject than by guoting the lan-
suage of his anpual message to congress December 4,
1854 !

+ The proposition to enter into engagement to forego a
resort to privateers, in case this country shounld be forced
into a war with a great naval power, is not eotitied to more
favorable consideration than would be a proposition to agree
not to necept the services of volunteers for operations on
land. When the honor or rights of our country require il to
assume a hostile attitude, it confidently relies upon the pa-
triotism of its citizens, not ordinarily devoted to the military
profession, to augment the srmy and pavy, 80 a8 to make
them fully adequate to the emergency which calls them into
action. The proposal to surrender the right to employ pri-
vateers is profesvedly founded upon the principle that pri-
vate property of unoffending non-combatants, though ene-
mies. should he exempt from the ravages of war ; but the
proposed surrender goes but littie way in carrying out that
principle, which equally requires that snch private proper-
ty shoutd not be seized or molested by national ships of wer.
fhould the leading powers of Europe concur in proposing,
as a rule of internarional law to exempt private property
upon the ocean from reizure by public armed Cruisers as
well as by privateers, the Usited States will readily meet
them upon that broad ground.”

‘I'ie reasons in favor of the doctrine that private prop-
erty shou!d be exempted from seizure in tbe operations
of ‘war are considered in this enlightened age so controll-
ing as to have secured its partial adoption by all eivili-
zed pations ; but it would be difficult to find any sub-
stantial reasons for the distinetion now recognized in its
applicatiou to such property on land, and not to that
which is found upon the ocean.

It it be the object of the declaration adopted at Par-
is to abolish this distinetion, and to give the same secu-
rity from the ravages of war to the property of bellig-
erent subjeets on the ocean, as is now accorded to such
property upon the land, the Congress at Paris bas fall-
en short of the proposed result, by not placing individa-
al (fleets of belligerents beyond the reach of public
armed ships as well as privateers. It such property is
to remain exposed to seizaie by ships belonging to the
navy of the adverse party, it is extremely difficult to
perceive why it should pot, in like manuer, be exposed
to eeizure by privateers, which are in fact but another
branch of the publi¢ force of the pation commissioning
them.

It the principle of capturing private property on the
occan and condemning it as prize of war, be given up,
that property would and of right ought to be as secure
from moiestation by public armed vessels as by priva-
teers; but if' that priveiple be adhered to, it woald be
worse than useless to attempt to confine the exercise of
the right of capture to apy particalar deseription of the
public foree of the belligerents.  There is no sound prin-
ciple by which such a distinction can be sustained ; no
capucity which could trace a definite line of separation
proposed to be made ; and no proper tribunal to which
a disputed question on that subject could be referred for
adjustment. The pretence that the distinetion may be
supported upon the ground that ships not belonging
permaneutly to a regular navy are more hkely to disre-
gard the rights of neutrals than those which do belong
to such a navy, is not well sostained by modern ex-
perience.  If it be urged that a participation in the
prizes is caleulated to stimulate cupidity, that, as a
puculiar objection, is removed by the fact that the same
passion is addressed by the distribation of prize-mmoney
among the cofficers and crews of ships of a regular navy.
Every nation which authorizes privateers is as responsi-
ble for their conduct as it is for that of its navy, and
will, as a matter of prudence, take proper precaution
and sccurity against abuses.

Bat if such a distinction were to be attempted, it
would be wvery difficult, if not impracticable, to define
the particular cliss of the public maritime foree which
should be regarded as privateers. “ Deplorable dis-
putes,” more in number aud more difficult of adjustment,
would arise from an attempt to discriminate between
privateers and public armed ships.

It such a discrimination were attempted, every nation

would have an uudoubted right to declare what vessels
should constitute its pavy, and what sbould be requisite
to give them the character of pubiic armed ships.
T'besz are matters which could not be safely or prudent-
ly left to the determination or suvervision of any foreign
power, yet the decision of such controversies would
naturally full into the bar.ds of predominant naval powers
which would have the ability to enforee their judgments.
It cannot be offensive to urge weaker powers to avoid
as fur as possible such an arbitrament, and to maintain
with firmucss every existing barrier agaiust encroach-
m¢ nts from such a quarter.
. No nation which has a due sense of self-respect will
allow any other, belligerent or neutral, to determine the
character of the force which it may deem proper to use
in prosecuting hostilities ; nor will it act wisely if it
voluntarily surrenders the right to resort to any means,
sanctioned by international law, which, under any cir-
cumstances, may be advantageously used for defence or
aggression.

The Uuited States consider powerfui navies and large
standing armies, as permanent establishments, to be de-
trimental to pationul prosperity and dangerous to civil
liberty., The expense of keeping them up is burden-
some to the people ; they are, in the opinion of this gov-
ernment, in some degree a menace to peace among na-
tions. A large force ever ready to be devoted to the
purposes of war, is a temptation to rush into it. The
policy of the U. States has ever been, and never more
than now, adverse to such establishments ; and they can
pever be brought to acquiesce in any change in inter-
national law which may render it necessary for them to
maintain a powerlul navy or large regular army in time
of peace. If forced to vindicate their rights by arms,
they are content, in the present aspect of international
relations, to rely, in military operations on land, mainly
upon volunteer troops, and for the protection of their
commerce, in 0o incousiderable degree, upon their mer-
cantile marine. If this country were deprived of these
resources, it would be obliged to change its policy and
assume a military attitude before the world. ~In resist-
icg an attempt to change the existing maritime law that
may produce such a result, it looks beyond its own in-
terest, and embraces in its view the interest of all such
nations a8 are not likely to be dominant naval powers.
'Ilhe_xr situation, in this respect, is similar to that of the
United States, and to them the protection of commerce
and the maintenance of international relations of
appeal as strongly as to this couuntry, to withstand the
proposed change in the settled law of nations. 'T'o snch
nafions the surrender of the right to resort to privateers
wonld be attended with consequences most adverse to
therr commercial prosperity without any compensating
advantages. Most certainly no better reasons can be
given for such a surrender, than for foreguing the right
to receive the services of volunteers; and the proposi-
tion to abandon the former is entitled, in the judgment of
the President, to no more favor than a similar proposition
in relation to the latter. This opinion of the import-
ance of privateers to the community of nations, except-
ing only those of great paval strength, is not ouly vin-
f:hcs ted by history, but sustained by high authority.—
I'be: tollowing passage in the treatise on maritime prizes,
:g ‘:_hl(:h I have before referred, deserves particaiar at-

ntion :

‘‘ Privateers are especially useful to those powers whose
navy is inferior to that of their enemies. Belligerents, with
?owerfnl and extensive naval armaments, may cruise upon

he seas with their national navies; but should those States,
whose naval furces are of less power and extent, be left to
their own resources, they counld not hold out in & maritime
war; whilst, by the equipment of privateers, they may suc-
ceed in inflicting upon the enemy an injury equivalent to
that which they themselves sustain. Hence governments
have frequently been known, by every possible appliance,
to favor privateering armaments. It has even occurred that
Bovereigns, not merely satisfied with issuing letters of
marque, have also taken, as it were, an interestin the ar-
msament. Thus did Louis the Fourteenth frequcntly lend
out his shipa, and sometimes reserve for himself a sbare in
the priges.”

strong r naval powers should be willin

practice, comparatively useless to theg t:}t%the
privateers upon condition that weaker y, “TPioying
part ®ith their most efuctive means o dm.
maritime rights. It is, in tbe opinioy ;,?[e“‘.ilng theis
ment, to be seriously apprehended thag if t this BOVery;,
vateers be abandoved, the dominion ove be ug of pri.

be surrendered to those powers whicp ad", the seqg Wi

und have the means of keeping up large p OPE the o

. . . eV Davigg, 7
which has & decided paval superiority oy | O Ot
t.ia_lly the mistresg of the ocean, and by u:f'd h‘j POtey,
privaleering, that domination would be uhn'!nirJ r
cared. Such a power engaged in 5 War ‘:_’FE' hnm: %
inferior in naval strength, would have n‘r.u,-”'h‘ :
the scveurity and protection of its cnn,mpr‘;m: to dy fr,
after the ships of the reular navy of jig .. bat tg |,

. . - : = Lhemy, 7 5
might be held in check by one-balf, or o, ot Phege :
force, and the other might sweep the Cf’l:ﬁ of its vy |
enemy from the ocean. Nor would the i, O it
of a vast paval soperiority to weaker 8
diminished if that superiority was shay,
or four great powers. It is anquestiong
of such weaker States to disconntepapee” t
measure which fosters the growth of ¢ ul-lnd Tésiat 5 !
tablishments. BULT Davy g

In discussing the effect of the proposq Ieasy :
abolition of privateering—a reference i ,‘re_“*‘the
condition of nations is almost unavoidahe ' Exiatip,
will at once present itself in regard to ty, “‘;:'n‘ Ustgp
the commerce of each is about equal, ang ub.;.ltm Whee
wide-spread over the world. As cummuc‘i.]; “uially
they approach to an equality, but asngyy] p”:;l Power;
is great disparity between them. The rt,t,u'[‘~‘rathf-r-_‘ !
one vastly exceeds that of the other. [p cyen 0 O
between them, ouly an inconsiderable part u? (!‘]r 8 Wy
of the one would be required to prevent thyy (’f:he Dasy
from being used for delence or aggression, whij, £ Olly
mainder would be devoted to the um-mburrat. Jh*m
ployment of destroying the commerce of the .,.%fd e
naval strength. The fatal consequencig of sty
inequality of naval force between two gye
would be in part remedied by the use of PHVAte e . -
thet case, while either might ‘assail the coppre. "
other in every sea, they would be oblireg mld(i:'l‘ff b
and employ their respective navies in the we “u:w‘“"""
tection. ‘T'his statement only illustrates what woy) r[
the case, with some modification, in eyipy war "f "
there may be considerable disparity in the pyyy o e

- Sirenpth
of the belligerents. h

History throws much light upoa this gueg :
France, at an early period, was without a pgyy ;Iﬂiﬁ |
her wars with Great Britain and Spain, both u},-.'n T .
powers, she resorted with signal good effect to in;,r
ing, not only for protection, but suceessful gporssi
She obtained meny privateers from Holland, ang b,
force gained decided advantages on the ovean oy .,
enemy. Whilst in that condition, France ¢oylj) ‘d I
have been expected to originate or concur iy g F";:'.-,f
tion to abolish privateering. The conditiog (f 4.
of the smaller States of the world is now, iy o
tion to naval powers, not much unlike that of 1-}&'.,,.,!.'1?‘
the middle of the sixteenth century. At u later pey,
during the reign of Louis the Fourteenth, sevipy ,“
ditious were fitted out by him, composed wholly of
vateers, which were most effectively cmployed iy 5,
cuting bostilities with naval powers. '

Those who may have at any time a contro| g, |
ocean will be strongly tempted to regulute its ps ;.
manner to subserve their own interests and amhin. :
projects. The ocean is the common property of gy,
tions, and instead of yielding to a measure which v+
likely to secure to a few—possibly to one—ay g
ancy over it, each should pertinacionsly retain g ¢
means it possessea to defend the common.heritage, 4
predominant power upon the ocean is more mening
the well-being of others than such & power on land 4
all are alike interested in resisting a measure culeal: 1
to fucilitate the permanent establishment of such a oy
nation, whether to be wielded by one power or she
among a few others.

The injuries likely to resalt from sarrendering 5
dominion of the seas to one or a few nations which L
powerful navies, arise maioly from the praciice of=
jecting private property on the ocean to seizare by b
ligerents. Justice and humanity demand that this pr
tice should be abandoned, and that the rule inrelu;
to such propesty on land should be extended it vl
found upon the high seas.

‘The President, therefore, proposes to add ot s
proposition in the * declaration ” of the Coggrs o
Paris, the following words : “ And that the poug
perty of the subjects or citizens of a belligereui o ¢
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high seas shall be exempted from seizure hy pnblicars ti
vessels of the other belligerent, except it be contrabar o
Thus amended, the Government of the United S g
will adopt it, together with the other three privey: -
contained in that * declaration.”

I am directed to commmmicate the approval ol ]
President to the second, third, ard fourth propositi:
independently of the first, should the amendment be v el
acceptable. 'The amendment is commended by somi |

powerful considerations, and the prineiple which ru-

for it has so long bad the emphatic sanction of al

lightened nations in military operations oa lud, 1 (
the Pregident is reluctant to belicve it will wot

any serious opposition. Without the proposed m o
cation of the first principle, he canunot conviee b 2
that it would be wise or safe to change the existioz o3 b
in regard to the right of privateering. . b
If the amendment should not be adopted, it wif y
proper for the United States to have some understan = T
in regard to the treatment of their privatecs wh Uf
shall have oceasion to visit the ports of thoe pine S (

which are, or may become, partics to the deciarl
the Congress at Paris. The United States wil, 1%
the ground of right and comity, claim for them =
consideration to which they are entitled, and wie = .
extended to them, under the law of nations b =
attempted modification of it by that Congres. b ]
As connected with the subject herein discoss: .
not inappropriate to remark, that a due regerd -
fair claims of neutrals would seem to require s00° 5
ification, if not an abandonment, of the doerin? 1™ g (
tion to contraband trade. Nations which prst 3
relations of peace should not be injurionsy sl2i -
their commercial intercourse by those which [-!1._»'. -
involve themselves in war, provided the ciuze o #42
peaceful nations do not compromise their c.l,'“‘"“'t“"lf ]
neutrals by a direct interference with the miitay ¥
ations of the belligerents. The laws of siege wd
ade, it is believed, afford all the remedies againstas™ ]
that the parties to the war can justly clim
laws interdict all trade with the besiegul ""r].["?:'ﬁ " -
places. A further interference with the Ordis®/ o7
suits of neatrals, in no wise to blame for iiﬂ,f'f';_'
state of hostilities, is contrary to the obyios 4"
justice. If this view of the subject could b ®
and practically observed by all civilized nall“”"“'}:f i
of search, which has heen the source of 80 57 T
ance and of so many injuries to neatral COMMER®:
be restricted to such cases only as justificd 557
an attempt to trade with places sctually 08 ™
siege or blockade. , 15
Humanity and justice demand that the C¥8T0
cident to war should be strictly limited t0 f.{'et et ug
ents themselves, and to those who vuluumrai,fm__ =
with them ; but neutrals abstaining 10 & h‘f'i:':: (
such complicity ought to be left to pursué 0¥ = -
trade with eitber belligerent, without restricuss
pect to the articles entering ‘nto 1t. o §p €05
Though the United States do not propo ©
rass the other pending ncgotiations reltives o
of neutrals, by pressing this change i0 ”:',’ e ®
traband, they will be ready to give & ,}'"_ 00
:heu&ver there is a prospect of its [a70r '
other maritime powers. e ez’
yThe under BignEdp:vaile himself of '-hh_i'ﬁ:ll_ =
recew to the Uount de Sartizes 1he a]-». MARC!
bigh congideration. w. L
The Coust pE SArTIGES, &C.)
wihe scoteh Boys" o
A Company of Ricimond Cownty == =
We boast not of greatness, or valor of ';’m:;ﬂg;
We’re far better versed in the tillage mbow'ri.
But those who for pillsge would enter 00
May find us a band of invincible POV, o,
We'd be brothers in peace— but he who de<7
Will meet with true foemen in the ga'lsat o5
Then high float our banner, and tirm be 007 15
In defence of our int’rests and lov'd patit®™
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Our homes are delightfal. Oor state 13 ‘*‘;"};J__ “",i
To defend them, we stand or we fall sld; ) !
Our sweethearts and sisters are fair 351 ".En“. 2 gTOV° pe
Their hearts the pure gardens where mmﬁ»ni il ¥ ;
Ere the Vandals one piant from the:e Sﬂrai‘.;ﬂ N i
They must tear down old earth and he -

e rtherll -
Ere our * beauty and booty '’ are made nﬁl'l-jf g
They must pass thro' those pulwarks—

“boys !"’

We stood long for Union! Cur loyalty .“';f' o
And so 'till this day, in all conscience mlﬁguud-
But for the corruption in high places W€ 5
And the tyranic fetters by which we Wert ‘o .
Like brave Wallace and Bruce, we'll P‘f" straod:
As rocks in the ocean, on a storm hezrtnnlila..- rodh
The wild wave's may rage, and tempests 0, ..
But our souls shall be firm in defence of © 7
We seek not for plunder—we ask but 007 ow? g
We offer the olive, if they let us alone. ., ;¥ pri
If they come, we will meet them as becor
And give them among us & suitable gra¥®. ,rm'& m &
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Buoyed up by the jostice, that nerves thz Iwi!h g0} ¥
We feel that our ** 01d State r.tlia& meet )

We look to our God, and go fo

It certainly ought not to excite the least surprise that

Determined to conguer—but n“(;i'io 6?1"11' ;13 W pIsH




