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Bt thk constitution of North Carolina, the

authority of the State is vested iu two distinct
branches, a Serate n-- Hfuw r.f Con ukk h. With-

out repealing this, with', u dotty g to a! or charge
or abrogate this, the Convention now iu session at Ra-

leigh presumes to exercise the power, and exert the au-

thority thus consMtn'ion-ll- y vested in the Senate and

House of Commons.
Tbey assert that by the very act of legislating on any

particular matter, they, the " S vere ign Convention"
repeal and set aside the constitutional enactment, pro
tanto, so far hs they go, and no farther, but that in

regard to all other matters the constitutional enactment

remains intact.
There is this little difficulty about all this : Accord-

ing to the Constitution, neither the Convention nor

any other body save and except the two branches of

the General Assembly, las any right te legislate. If,

iu order to get round this, the Convention takes the

ground that it is above the Constitution and the Gene-

ral Assembly, it evidently leaves on record among the

laws of the Stats, railroad charters, tax bills and other

" ordinances " of equal if not superior authori'y with

the Constitution of the State itself, ordinances which,

as only a Con vent ion could en aet them, will require a

Convention to repeal or modify tbera. The longer ilis
Convention remains in session the more it stultifies it-

self. Its very session is a farce. It has no right to

live aoy longer, but like a mule, it refuses to die. We

call upon all the members of the Convention who are

tired of this farcical tragedy or tragical farce, to leave

Raleigh, and leave the would-b- e Governors, Scna?o;s,
el cettra, et cetera, in their glory. Let the people see

who is or who are pt the bottom of this usurpation.
We say to the trw Sta'es Rights men of all or ef any.

former political party 'feme out from among thfin!"
Adjourn! Let the effic seektis sit alone and the State
will know them.

Slaves every clay make or attempt to make their es-

cape to the Linco'n Liotkuceig. Any slave cnuj.Lt so

at t( mpurg, ought to be hwg on the nearest land to
the point wh re tatght. Any white rntn coi victed o

aiding or fcbelting, ought to share his fate. Thugs of

this kind must be stopped by some acts of apparent
but necessary i igcr. The country can better t fiord to
;;ay for a few examples than it can to allow its citizens
to t ' betrayed ard plundered.

i ijkrk is re.iilv nothing new from the Burnside fl et
It is certainly a. Ilatteras and in Pamlico Sound.
Some of its heavier v !s have failed to gtt in over the

In "Ecrope, represented to'us goverrmentally by

England1, France and Spu n, there appear to be two

parties not the same in tach cuntry, bat having the

same heariugs and attitude towards u-- -. Kven in ial

or quasi official circles the :uality exists

In England the Cabinet itself is far from a unit

Earl Russell and Lord Palrm-rato-n do not agree, sive
to disag-c- e, although the first is Secretary of State for

Foreign Affairs and the latter is Prime Mioisier. Pal-mersto- n,

with all his faults is a man, and Earl Rusael it
the of the former acdor wa3 Lord John Russell, son

brother or uncle of the j resent Duke of Bedford a

high aristocrat with liberal professions alway3 on bis

lips and large promises of Reform always made, and

their fulfillment always indefinitely .postponed. These

are the ostensible leaders of the divided sentiments in

the present English Cabinet. Lord Russell is against

the South ia iteling, whilst Lord Palmerston is against
the North. We us negative expressions, for that eith-

er of these men care enough for anything American, to
be for them, no one who understands the animus of the

British aristocracy or the course of the British Govern-

ment, would be sufficiently weak to suppose even for a

moment. '
Among the English peop e, wutsidft of govermental

circles, there is a difference. The leng and persistent

habits of thought and mental traidDg of the people have

been such as to make the idea of slavery the black

" Bogy " of all the grown up children in Britain, with

which their nurses, political, ecclesiastical ar;d social,

frighten them into propriety. From the white check-

ered Evangelical Earl of Shaftesbury to the lowest vil-

lage ranter, from the perfume! circle of tht handsome

Dutchess of Sutherland, from whose domains thousand?

of mere whites were turned homeless to the prim tea-tab- le

ef the ag'-;- ) and blue-nose- d virgin annuitant, who

provides buttered toast acd other fat things, for the

Reverend Ur.ctiou3 IIowl, and starves and maltreats

the orphan child bound to her from the work-hous- e,

slavery has always b!en a pet abomination. It fcs en-

abled them to held up the image of a slaveholder betort?

their mental vision aud address that slaveholder ir; ti e

language so dear to every hypociite ar.d Pharisee, " I

am more holy than thou !" Anti-slaver- y pervades the

whole English miod, more particularly the mind of the

middle chsses the comfortable but not highly ihte'hc-tu- al

classes. The highest Older of mind and cultiva'ion
in England is inconsistent with the existence, in their
full fore?, of those prejudices which flourish among the

more bull-hea- d' d and uninformed who are above the

reach of want. Blackwood and Lord Macauley could

never be made Lowlirg abolitionists, acd the poor En-

glish laborer, tryiig to raise a fami'y on ten shillings a

week, with the certainty of ending his days in the poor

house, has little time or sympathy to spare for the sen-

timental sorrows of slaves whose condition he more than

half envies. T hus, although in the abstract, the whole

English mind is set against slavery, no strong abo-

lition partizan.ihip exists among the people of

the very lowesl position in either the social or

intellectual scale. It is perhaps in the medium degree

that it ia to be mostly fouid, among those who have

had time to read all the misrepresentations and calum-

nies against the South with which the Northern press

has teemed, time cut of mind, but without the opportu-

nity of seeing for themselves, or the mental training to
qualify them for wcighirg properly the value of testi-

mony.

Taking the material interests weighing against the

North or against the South, we find on one Bide, that
of the North, all those who have invested in Northern
funds, Northern Railroads, or other Northern securities

all who fear that a war would depress the value of

English securities, and this includes an immense class

all who believe or hope that Seward aud Lincoltrwill
be able shortly to crush this "Southern rebellion," and

this, although losing ground, is still a powerful party in

numbers. All thse put together, form an influence, a

power, egair.st any interference that might lead to a

war with the North, which, combined with the pervad-

ing anti-slaver- y feeling is difficult to overcome, and

which might well cause even as bold a minister ss Lord

Palmerston to pause.

To oppose to these interests and influences preventing

any action on the part of England, Lord Palmerston,
should he take the position of intervention, which would

probably amount to a war with the North, might urge

the absolute necessities of the Empire, in order to sus-

tain the vital interests of its trade and commerce. He
might say, that through intervention alone, could cot-

ton be obtained, with which to keep the milts of York-

shire and Lancashire, and other shires in operation, and
at the South, alone, could any outlet be expected for

the markets of these sections. lie might point to the
NortLeru Tariff effectually shutting out Erjglish goods,
to show that nothing could be lost there. He might
point to the fact of hundreds of millions of Southern
goods wanting a market, und to the Southern States

Foreign interyention. The foreign news Teceived
during the past few days cannot but lead to the gravest
solicitude for tbe future. Tbe tone of the French new
is even more unpleasant than that from England, while
it is evident that a strong pressure will be brought up-

on both Governments to induce them not only to re-

cognize tbe Southern Confederacy but to Interfere by
force to raise the blockade. Tbe gen ral principle is-no-

ssrongly urged that the American war has been of
long duration without practical results, and that the
means of warfare adopted, such as tbe stone blockdde,
for example, are contrary to tbe moial sense of the great
powers of the world. The urgency of the Abolitionists
to the freedom of tbe slaves and thus create the
horrors of servile insurrections, is now regarded by their
old allies, the Ecglish, as an evidence of the tendency of
Americans to barbarism, and i3 used as an argument
to induce national interference in our affairs.

We cannot but feel the melancholy fact that America
is regarded in Europe as a weakened power, with
whom it is possible to deal as with an inferior. No
Government has yet taken this view, but prblic srnti-tm- nt

is strengthening in that direction, aud it will re-

quire great caution and moderation to prevent such ac-

tion ou the part of England and France as will make it
necessary for America to assert her dignity ard f rove
her power.

. The Loudon Observer is entitled to no credit, and we

are r.ot induced to place any reliance on the "latest
intelligence" which comes --from that office, where the
Southern agents seeni to bold council. Despatches are
easily made up for a departing steamer, to produce an
effect on this country, and the despatch appears to be
of that kind. But the entire tone of the European mind
is not to be mistaken. It is now a question of great
moment tor France and England whether an armed in-

tervention will be justifiable, and if justifiable, whether
it will pay for the c st.

This will be discussed for some weeks. If at the end
ot a year frr m the commencement of the war, we uball
Ten.ain in the same position, the urgency cf the pressure
on those powers will inm-BS-

Meanumt' wc are now approaching the opportunity
to exhibit tho force '"which General WcClellan has been
gathering. That force Surpasses anything that Euro
pean powers hve supposed. It is beyond anything
that Americans imagine. We speak not without au-

thority when we say that the artillery forces of the
Union army to-da- y 8urpts3 immensely, in all that con-

stitutes military strength, anything the world has ever
8eui before. No such result of military skill, foresight,
preparatiem and drill has been realized in anv nation
up to the present time. Wh. n this is brought into
S'ght by the inovemerits which are to be made, the tone
of European critici.--m wilt change, and it .will be ac-

knowledged that they had no conception of the strength
of the Ameiican Government.

It is now a question whether we shall display to
Europe a sufficfent force; to be the best argument
against their ideas of iaterfering with us If they are
convinced that wo ure a great, ration, unimpaired in
cur vigor, they will rtinaiu quiet. Otherwise they may
attempt to settle our troubles for us, and no one can
foresee the results of such an attempt.

Imj rt s.--lt of Sollili- - A Ieson for Monopolists
The following order, just issued from the War De-

partment, explains itself. While it is a subject of re-

gret that avarice nmorg cur own citizens should render
such a step necessary, we cannot repress a feeling of
gratification at this prompt action of the authorities;
and it is to be hoped that monopolists and extortioners
generally will derive moral benefit from the lesson.

Confederate States of America,
War Department,

Richmond, Feb. 4, 18G2.
IJancs of snecnlators have combined to monopolize

all the saltpetre to be found in tbe country, and thus
force from the Goverrment exorbitant prices for an ar-

ticles indispensable to the national defence.
The Department has hitherto paid prices equal to

four times the usual peace ra'.e3, ia order to avoid re-

course to impressment, il possible. This policy has only
seived to embolden the speculators to fresh exactions.

It is now ordered that all military commanders in
the Confederate States impress all saltpetre now or
hereafter to be found within their districts, except such
as 13 in the banels of the original manufacturer or of
Government egents and contractors, paying therefor
forty cents per pound, .and no more. The price fixed is
the highest rate at which contracts have been, made,
and leaves very large profits to the manufacturers.

J. P. Benjamin,
Secretary of war.

Secession in Indiana. We find the following in the
Evacsville (Itul.) Journal :

There are a number of recession sheets in the State
of Indiana that covertly give all the " aid and comfort"
in their power to the enemy. One of the handles used
by these papers, is tbe enormous taxes to which the war
will subject the country. They aggravate every diffi-

culty in the way'cf our armies, and endeavor, as far aa
lies within their power, to prepare the public mind for a
dishonorable compromise with the rebels. They are
row engaged in striving to precipitate a war between
this country an England, when they know full well
that the surrender of Mason and Slidell was strictly in
accordance with the American doetriue of the right of
search. 'I hey wish the American government to main-
tain a principle which for fifty years we have protested
against, aud which in 1812, we actually went to war
with the same power to abolish.

The Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church.
It was stated recently that Bishop Atkinson, of JNorth

Carolina, was tbe only Episcopal Bishop who had giv-
en his sanction to the usual circular notice sent to all
the States, oa the ordination of Bishop Stephens. The
Philadelphia Inquruer says :

Since then, Bishop llervey Otey, of Tennessee, has
also acknowledged h's recognition of the Union and the
undivided conelition of the United States Episcopal
Church, by forwarding a note ol cordial acquiescence,
without political or ecclesiastical comment. Bishop
Otey is a native ol Virginia, an ! was bom on the 27tb
of January, 1800. Bishop Eiliott, of Georgia, who
ordained Dr. Stevens to the ministry, has, it is said, not
yet spoken. The Rev. George Clark, a brother of the
Bishop, and of the Rev. Samuel A. Clark, formerly of
this city, ha3 resigned the charge of his church in Sa-
vannah, Georgia, and returned to his home North.

A FiCETr.c-- J Secretary . 8tanton, the new Federal Sec-
retary of War, seems to transact business in quite an origi-
nal and good-humore- way, judging from tha fcllownis
parngrnpn in a wasningion leuer :

A Colonel of a regiment called and made complaint that
his command had nov beei mounted as cavalry, at they had
expected.

Tbe Secretary remarked that they had more cava'ry now
than they knew what to do with eighty regiments, when
fifty were ample. But, said the Colonel, another regiment
has get the horses we were to have. " Oh, this is a horse
case, then. You want me to unhorse one set and mount
another," responded the Secretary. A cne horse case is
generally long enough, but this would be too mmch I can't
undertake it. By and by came an ingenious patriot with a
patent breastplate, sure to turn a rfla ball. The Secretary
could hardly Eee the uhc of it, as there had been very little
shooting doae so far in the war and the fact was, they
wanted hereafter that men should go in and shoot and be
shot at. But was the invention of any value ? Oa, yes !

says the inventor : it had been tested. Tbe Secretary
thought, however, that the surest test would be afforded
by the patriotic inventor donning the vest, and allowing &
trial by marksman.

Wanted A New Stock of Great Men. The
following outspoken, truthful article we copy from the
Cincinnati Commercial, of the 27th ult. That paper
3hould remember that men wbogave dignity and tone
to the United States Congress in years gone by Bre
now on the. Southern side of the line :

We wish something more of dignity of ppeech were
compatible with the intellectual calibre and range of
judgment of the mejority of American Senators. Mr.
Chandler, of Michigan, was serenaded the other day, in
Washington, acd made a ranting speech, in which he
talked of the traditional enmity of France to England,
and of tbe case with which we could make it available,
quite in the bar room stjle. John P. Hale, in the'
Senate yesterday, made a speech, in
which he had the excessive bad taste to talk of the anx-
iety of Louis Napoleon to avenge Waterloo. In the
present state of oar national affairs these thing are
marked abroad, and their tendency is injurious. Our
country is in fact, belittled by them in the eyes of
European statesmen. The impression, already widely
entertained, that we have a stock of very small politicians
on hand, will become prevalent and fixed. Cas3ius M.
Clay made a discreditable exhibition of himself in Paris,
where he made an absurd speech, and twaddled about
what France would do with England. We must try
to breed a new stock of greatmen in this country. .

Lincoln dom "Damned and Done Fob." We have lately
reperased, with infinite amusement, says the New Orleans
Picayune, some editorials of the Lincoln prea written at
the opening of this war. As a specimen of the spirit and
hopeful character of the whole, we colled tbe following
from the lucubration cf the Tribune philosopher. It must
be admitted that the philosophic Horace has some claims
to the title of prophet, for if the United Rates are not
"damned and done for," theo the story of Troy, of Car-
thage, &eM is a myth : .

Shall we end the war? When shall we end it? Aje, there's
the rub! In thirty days? Perhaps so! In three months?
Ajwwadj j so, or tea art damned, and done fori

Aibltraty Impressment.
We stated in our last, that a communication making

grave complaint against the conduct of an impressing
efficer, which had been addressed to us, bad I een bandt d
over to the Quartermaster General. We did this be-

cause we thought it better to seek redrs3 for wrongs
than to rest with simply complaining of them. The let-

ter was specific, too, as to persons and facts, and afford-

ed an opportunity for inquiry and correction.
We are gratifkd to state thut Col. Myers has not

ukappcinted our cot fident expectation, and has promptl-
y ordered an investigation. If the facts stated by our
correspondent shall be established and from his char-
acter, we do not doubt it the government agent will
be made to feel the impropriety of so grossly abusing
his official trust to tbe ir.jury ot a citiz:-n- .

We would suggest to persons who may be tbe vic-

tims or the witnesses of official oppression, that they
will serve the cause of their country by lurnishing au-

thentic and exact iuformatioa to the superior authori-
ty s. We would not encourage eaptiousness or loud
coo.plaints of small tfknees ; but there are a number of
persons with commissions in their pockets whose ap-

pointments were innocent mistakes, and whose greaa
misconduct it is a puolic duty to expofe, that thvy may
be superseded

In this contection we present certain instructions is-

sued as long ago as last, November, by the. Q. M. Gene-

ra. They show the desire which is felt by that efficer
to orotect cit'z ns from imposition, and their publica-
tion, now repeated, will apprise officers of their duties
an J property holders of their rights. The manner ia
which our citizens have yielded to the wants of tbe
m litary service is wor thy : f the most cordial praise ;

a:.d we are uuwill'ng to gee their liberality chilled by
the incapacity or irsok-nc- e of men whose heads huve
b en turntd by a commission :

Circular.
CONFK States cf America, J

Quarters' asteu Gkneral8 Department,
Richmond. November, 1861. )

Tbe foiiowicg adunior.al instructions, in lehrence to
impiCksments ol '.mate props riy for military purposes,
aie issued lor the information ai d guidance of officers
und agents ol tr is Department :

. 1. Antffker appointing ngtnts to make impress-meiit- s

will, in ail casts, furnir-- h to Buch ageu's written
evidence of their authority to uct; and agents, whenev-
er nquir.ed by parties interested, will exhibit the ordets
or authority under which they are actinp.

2. Agnus who iiibke impressments will, in a!l ess'S,
givt: lo H e owhtr ol the property impressed, or his
agtut, a certificate stat'ug the character xnd value there-
of; and they will, moreover, return to the flk'er of this
Department, from whom they derive their authority, a
s attrrent of tli j r ptriy impressed by them, with the
names o! the owntrs. An abstrcct of these statements
will be forwarded to this eflice by the cJieer to whom
they me returmd.

3 Impressments mast no' bo resorted to, except when
absolutely demanded by the public necessities; and
tleir burden must be apportioned among the communi-
ty, eo far as may be po3sible, tqualiy and impartially,
having due repaid lo the means and ability ot owners
of property. A. C. Myers.

Quartermaster General.

Great Falling CAT.

The Cincinnati Enquirer of a late date contains the
foifowing statement in reference to the imports into
New York during the- - past year, as compared with the
yes'r next preceding :
Description of Goods 1859 181.
Woolvu, $37,339,040 $44,975,011 $16,720,931
OottOE, 24.781,164 8,415,258 7,192.524
Rilr 33.)82.648 35,582,035 13,334 411
Flax...., 11,110,931 -- 8,082,812 3,580,303
Misce lai.eoui? iroocs 6 248,832 - 6,801.984 2,808,520

Total imports '.$113,152 621 $103,927,1CO $33,636,689
As the imports into New York are generally fully

two-third- s of the aggregate of the year, it will be per-ce.v- ed

that the total amount of imports will probably
sum up only about fiity millions. When we reflect that
before sectssiou the aggregite of imports was consider
ably over - thne hundred millions, the heavy loss of in-

come sustained by the Lincoln government becomes ap-

parent, ar.d the terrible financial embarrassment which
awaits it will be realized. With a revenue one-sixt- h

what it formerly was, public expenditures in time of
peace but little if any less, and an immense public debt
hanging over that country, it seem3 almost impossible
for it to aoid its present troubles terminating short of
a limiUd monarchy or a military despotism. How or
when such a public debt as this war will fasten upon
that cou try will --be paid, it is next to impossible to
tell, fbe longer the war continues the more appalling
will the condition of affairs there become. In crdir to
carry on the government, and pay the interest, to say
nothing of the principal of the public debt, the people
will have be taxnl, directlv or indnectlv. to an ex
tent which must ultimately become intolerable, and end
disastrously to republican jrovernment in the North.

Sltort War.
The following from the Leesburg Washinsztonian is

said to have b en communicated by a spy.
"Gen. JVicCleilan remarked, a fortnight since, to Col

fax, of Indian i, "that the war would be short." Colfax
expresstd some surprise at the opinion of the General
who continued in the same strain, "les, I still adhere
to the opinion that the war will be a short one. We
need only wait with patience until the rebel army is re
duced to the siiin-- i condition of our forces after the
Bull Run fight, wUm the time of 75,000 of our three
months men expir d a,d they refused to renlist. The
hour rapidly di aw s near. The rebel forces, sickened
with the rigor of a winter campaign, will be sure to dis
band, when the terms ot their month s men ex- -

pins, me reoei states will be competed to resort te
a draft, but drafted raw militia cannot supply the places
of their well drilled end dissiplined volunteers. Their
army must necessarily become disorganized and then
will be my appointed tine to strike. My own men arc
all in lor the war : they are now well drilled soldiers
and cannot be successfully resisted by a disorganized
army, i nat is why, .nr. uoilax, 1 still think the waf
will be short."

Yankee Reasoning The New York Herald says
that the English and French journals have far more rea
son to condemn the conduct of the South than the North
in the present war; for, although we have closed one
harbor, we have opened another and a much finer one,
close by the old port that of Port Royal having capa-
city sufficient to accommodate the Great Eastern. But
the bouth has d?cewhatwe should never have done
under any circumstances. It has destroyed no fewer
than a hundred and twenty-fiv- e lights on different parts
of the coast, the loss of which may result in tbe destruc-
tion of the lives of thonsam s of innocent people and
millions of dolh-tr- worth of shipping and other property.
Charleston, it is well known, has been the hot-be- d of
rebellion for thirty years, and in closing that one harbor
by the sinking ol vessds, we have not acted contrary to
precedent.

Poisoned Quinine. The Memphis Avalanche dis-
covers that a quantity of poisoned quinine has been in-

troduced into the South by our enemies, since the
demand for the drug has become so great. Several
packages of quinine have been lately tested, and acid
morphine was discovered to be mixed with tbe quinine
in such quantity as to render it poisonous. Strychnine
was also detected in many other packages.

FteOlt EOANCKE ISLAKD No BC3KSIDB GOV. WlSE. The
Norfolk Day Book of Feb. 6th, contains the following:

The steamer Arrow, Capt. Slocum. arrived here last
night via Albeaiarle and Chesapeake Canal, in 14 hours,
having left Roanoke Island cn Wednesday morning at 9 o'-
clock.

By a gentleman who came passenger, we learn all was
quiet at the Island when he left. Commodore Lynch'i fleet
of gunboats are still lying there, waiting for the arrival qf
the Yankees. None of his gunboats have ventured in Pam-lic- o

Sound since tbe Sea Bird went down, two weeks ago.
Nothing is known at the Island of the movements of the
Burnwde expedition.

W regret to hear of the illness of Gen. Wise at Nag's
Head. He is still confined to his bed. and unabl to attend
t o his laborious dutieB. He has designed many improve-meet-whic- h

will greatly strengthen the defences of Roan-
oke Island. It would have been well for the country if he
had been assigned to that command several months ago.
We hope it is not yet too late, and that his health may soon
recover.

Army Portable Flat Boat. Mr. E. B. Stephens,
of this city, has inventejd and completed a new portable
Army Flat Boot, which has been highly commended
by our militay authorities.' It 13 intended for the
ferriage of troops, wagons, horses, &c, from point to
point in crossing creeks, rivers, &c., and can very quick-
ly be taken apart er put together at short notice. The
form of tbe boat is to be that of a large flat, 30 teet
long bv 10 wide, capable of accommodating at one time
from sixty to seventy troops with their baggage, &c
It is put together with hinges and screw bolt.

The bottom is covertd with manuractored water proof
canvas. The great advantage of this Flat is that it may
be transported in wagons to any desired point by the
very short and simple procesa required to take it apart.

A very satisfactory trial has been made of the one al-

ready finished and lying at Southern Wharf, built to
the order of Ihe authorities. Several more we learn axe
in course of construction. CAaron Courier.

VOn THE JOURNAL.

FuBT FENP.Y CAPTURED BY THE FEDERALS co
FF DERATE RETREATING TO FORT DONELSOii"

NABHTILLE, Tenn., Feb. 7, I8G2'.

A peoial dispatch to the Union and American, dated
ClarkevilJe, Feb. 7, 2 o'clock, a m , bsjs that I ort Henry
has fallen in'o the handa of the enemy, and our forces are
retreaticg to fori Donpelson. The enemy'ts gun-bo- a s aro
at Danville on the TeDneFBee river, and the bridge at that
place has been destroyed by the Federal. N0 further
particulars.
COMMUNICATION CUT OFF DLTWEES COLUvurrj

AND BOWLING GREEN.
- .Memphis, Ten.v., Feb. 7ih, 18G2.

Fort Henry was captured on yesterday b tho Federal
after two hours fighting. '

The Federa'B Lave advanced aDd destroysd tha Tcr,re.
ee river bridge, catting ofi'communication between Colnrc-bu- s

and Bwling Green.
No particulars yet received.

PRISONERS FROM NEW ORLEANS.
?ew Orleans, La., Feb. 7t'i, 2,

Foar LuuJred and ninety-tw- o prisoners left this city
terday evening for North Carolina, to be exchanged.

Tribute of Respect.
At a meetirg of Capt. Ennett'sCo., (E) 2d Rejriraent K

C. 8. T., for the purpose of forming resolntions relaiive'tu
t the deatha of R. T. Aman and H. D. Cestui, both of fHjj
Company, Barjr't J. W. Stokley was called te the Chair a-- fl

Sarg't J. R. Jenkins was requested t act as SecrtU'y!
On motion of Corp'l D. B. Jarvia, a committee of fi- -e

were appointed, viz : S. Jarvis, S. Rtdd, J. Gornto. J. Hua'.,.
ley, and J. K. Wi'tliumi ; after a Bho:t consultation, the g

resolutions were adopted :

llesoloed, That whereas it hath pleased the all wic Prev-
alence to take away our beloved brothers in ornm, p.. T.
Amaa and H. D. Costin, aHhough we deeply depl ..re 1U
loss, at the same time we humbly submit to thd decrees ot
H m who fliveih and taketh'away as it peemeth be st lo iiRl.

Unsolved, That in losirg our dear friend and bro hers ia
am a, it shall cauf e a dark cloud of sorrow to overhang
our place hr we were want to see them smile iipn1(S
with their nsuI joyful countenances, with cheerful hearts
and wiliioff minds, they always accomplished their du'icj
as trae aud faithful soldiers, had they lived they wu!d have
been brilliant examples to many others.

Fesolved, That we send our heartfelt sjicpaihici to the ';
dar relatives and friends, hoping that the y may bear the
1ofs with true patitnee, thinking wits n, that Xtt'.r dun 7has gained the m a new and a hajfpy home. '

Jtesolvid, That we wear the usual budgo cf moumirj
thiity davs,fiiidBend a copy of this to their bereaved friomis,
a'sooi-et- the Wilmington Jcurnal requesting it to pub-lit- h

tha a8me.
On motion, the resolutions were adopted.

J. W. bTOKLEV, Chairmv
J. R. Jek&ixs, Secretary.

Thr Brave Tkxan Scocts-Ue- x. Whiting's SrEcin,
Order. In our summary of Northern falsehoods,
published a few days since, there was an account of a
"ekirruish" on the Occoquan, in which ten Tcxats wi re
said to have been "surprised and killed, and one tukui
prisoner," at-th- e house of Mrs. Lve, at Colchester, by
fifty Yankees. It is not very surprising that men who
exhibited tl e cowardice of thesa fifty Yankees shou.'d lit;

about it. I he truth is, eight of (Jen. Whiting's brave
Texau scouts were surrounded at dead of night in Mr..
Lee's house, by fifty or more of the enemy, and sumino:;el
to surrender. They opened fire and drove t fT

three cf whom were left dead on the ground; 01,0.
mortally wouneled, died soon after, living long eii mjii,
however, to tell his story ; and pome o their wountkd
they carwed away. Only one' Texan was at a'l Lnrt
and that by a slight flesh wound.

The prisoner taken by the enemy was a Mr. Potter,
residing at the time in another house, not far from .Mrs.
Lee'; an inoffensive citizen, who had been on his piacj
siuce the war began ; who had no connection witli the
Texans, nor any share in their conflict. He wa9 draped
from his bouse, and from the account givoa by the Yan-
kee papers, no doubt paraded as a trophy of their "vic-
tory I"

lo addition to the foregoing facts, furnished by bicli
authority, we are enabled to present the special order
of Brigadier-Uensra- l Whiting, elicited by the bravery
of the scouts on the occasion alluded to :

Headq's Troops, near Dumfries,
Camp Fisher, Jan. 30, 18G:i. j"

Special Orders, No 29.
Tbe Brigadier General Commanding congratnht s

the Texas brigade on the brave aLd successful defence
made by eight of their comrade, on the night of the
28ih instant, against a numerous scouting party of the
ensmy. These gallant men were in a house at Colchester,
surrounded by a number of the enemy late at uhhl
Though roused frem their beds and summoned to r,

they made fight and beat cfl the invaders, who
left three of their dead on He ground and carried ell
several wounded. One who was wounded and left, since
dead, reports the number at the house to have been
eighty, supported by cavalry. One of the Prince Wil-

liam Cavalry, who witnessed the affair,
(
confirms the

statement.
Such conduct dtserves praise and invite3 emulator,

and is worthy of the success of the men who, mny
years ego, gallantly defended the-i- r cause at the Almo
and Sun Jacinto against an enemy as .superior in num
oer aa cowaraiy, ami as treacherous.

The Urigaditr-tiener- al would be pleased to have the
names of th03e brave men, that he may commun'cate
them to Jen. Johnston.

By order of Brig. Gen. Whiting.
VY. CiiAKE Strong, A. I. C.

Rid. nond Dispatch.

The Coil vfiiilo'i.
Th;s deliberative assembly of the sovereigns of cur

land has been in session evtr tince the 20th of l!ay,
with exception of the dog-day- s, whe n it was too hot and
sultry to mix up much, and the holiday3, when it was
the very time to mix. And after a!! this lengthy incu-

bation aud arduous labor, what baa been the result ?

Has any person seen the little mouse run out? We con-

fess we have not. Then, what has this, the greatut,
most powerful body known to the people in their sov-

ereign capacity, dena for the people? Where are the
fruits, so looked for, that this the great tree
of liberty was to bring forth ? " Echo answers, where?"
The fact is, e!l the business necessary to be done could
have been done in one month at the farthest. The reo-di- d

not elect members to a convention to overhaul tha
constitution and change the whole organization of the
State. They did 1.0 such thing. They knew very well
that this, a time of revolution and confusion, was not
the time for revising the constitution. The proper time
ior sucn tilings is wnen m m are quiet when pe.ico
reigns throughout our country, and the mind3 of in n

are free to weigh and deliberate upon .such responsible
and weighty suhjc,t3. Not when war ppreads its b.'oiy
mantle over our lat.d, and a powerful enemy, urged em

by deadly hatred and the darkest revenge, is alrcy iy
thundering at our gates, threatening us with tha haiur
of the rebel, the knife of the assassin, and the tore!) of
the incendiary. Such arc not times of deliberation, es-

pecially such deliberation as is necessary for rcmc.lel'ug
the constitution.

The truth is, the Convention has gone out of the w.-t-

for business as an excuse to perpetuate itself. Th'
people never intended or dreamed they would take u:
the business they are now occupied with. If such thli g
had been avowed on the stump, before the election, i.ot
a single advocate of the' doctrine would now be luxu-
riating in Raleigh; at the expense ot the people to the
tuneot "three dollars a day." But having ones be:i
elected, and being mostly of that class wLohava never
been in power for the last ten year, and who never ex-

pect to be again, they have presumed upon the i;or d

nature and patience of the people, till, we fear, fori. ch-
ance has ceased to be a virtue. The whole aim, ot j- ct
and scope of that Convention, 03 the people intCDdcl,
could have been accomplished in two weeks. The;
passed the ordinance of secession the very day they were
organized ; and how much longer time ought a conven-

tion ask to accommodate the State to iU new sphere ?

Two weeks, sajs one of the body; and ell must s

that four weeks is the greatest plenty. But instead of

doing the work for which the Convention was cjihd,
they have been fussing and growling over a specul.it ; :i

bill of Mr. Badger's, as if they could legislate a
into a man who has none. They would come about tie
same speed legislating for the government of the wu-J-Th- e

greatest speculation they could have gone into, atd
which would have saved many a dollar to the State,
would have been to adjourn sine die. But no ; the.v sit
there at Raleigb, smoke their cigars and drink whisky
vote three millions of treasury notes to pay them th ir

three dollars a day, and then talk about "putting ei"wn
speculation, after fleecing the people in that 'kind ol

style, aDd that, too, at a time, when the resources of tie
State should, above all others, be carefully and econom-

ically hnabf nded. And some of its members even say

that such 4 wise and august assembly 83 the Conven-
tion ought not to adjourn that the State needs its wis-

dom and i'.s counsel, and that it ought to be m:i le f

permanent institution, at least as long as the war lasts.
A.b I you little fry, sport your presumption, excrete
your brief but ill gained power, drink your whiskey,

smoke your cigars and have a "glorious time generally'
bat remember that for all these things the people will

bring you to judgment. Mountain Eagle, (Shelby,

Cleveland Co.)
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We mat expect to hear stirring news from Roanoke

Island at any moment. That the Burnside Armada ha3

gone there, there can be no reasonable doabt, and al-

most as little doubt that an attack either has already

tee made, or will shortly be made, on our forces there.

We must hope for the best, and we fcd hopeful, but not

over-conflde- as we are comparatively ignorant of the

character of cur defences," and especially nervous

on account of our brave men, for whom the chances of

retreat, should the necessity for resorting to that alter-

native be forced on them, are,-w- e fear, too small. The

history of ihia war ha3 unfortunately not been such as

to encourage U3 to repose much confidunce in mere open

eand or mud batteries, exposed to a h2avy fire from shell

guns. We think the great oversight has been in

upon such works exclusively, and not endeavor-

ing to protect at least a few guns in every work.

The fall of Fort Ilcnry, cn the Tennessee River, af-

fords another discouraging illustration of the untenable-ne3- 3

f such works. We do not, of course, know the

extent of this disaster, but fear that it may draw after

it serious results.

The Mebrimac, long oa the stocks at Portsmouth
beinr? made into an iron-cla- d marine ram, turns out, we

fear, to be anything else than what she wa3 expected to

be. We had feared so for soma time, both from the

mysterious delay in launching her, as well as other

thiogs going to show that the enterprise mast have hung

Cre, to say nothing of private hints and remarks going

to confirm thi3 opinion. We suppose there need be bo

loDg any peculiar reticence on this subject, since it has

got into all the papers the Richmond ones of course

gome going so far as to pronounce the Mcrrimac " an

abortion."
It appears that the lifi'air is too heavy and draws too

much water. After this tad been discovered on float-

ing her, and while attempting to shore her up again,

she caught upon the blocks and received a considerable

Etraia. Her machinery had to be removed and a quan-

tity of dead wood will have to be introduced

the tendency to " Log " Ithus unexpectedly developed.

She draw3 so much water as to prevent her being

B3ed in active operations, and about all that she will be

good for will be to moor across the Elizabeth river a 3

a sort of floating battery or hulk.

We are only the more confirmed in the correctness of

what wo said soma days ago thai? if instead of the

rast amount of money thrown away oa the Merrimac,

the-- same money had bsea spent oa the class of gun-

boats suited to the waters of Albemarle and Pamlico

Hound3, we would have little fears for Roanoke Island,

and feel more confidence of being abl3 to give a good ac-

count of Burnside's expedition.

llELANcnoixr Accident. A lad by the name of

Joseph Thomas, son of David W. and Margaret J.
Forlaw, cf Duplia comfy, nged 13 years, was accident-

ally killed on the 4th inst., by the falling of a tree.

The Lincoln Naval Commander in the Gulf has a

qneer name Captain Farragut.

11b. Michael Cohcoean, Colonel of the COth Re-

giment N. T. V., must begin by this time to regard
himself as a truly afflicted individual, lie seems des-

tined to be Lurg. Wc LhouMa't be at all surprised ta
learn that he had fulfilled his destiny.

Poor fellow, no soolct is he cut of one scrape than
he is in another. First, ho, Wilcox and others were

"elected" to be hung in retaliation for cur privateers,
threatened with the fate cf pirates. Well, the priva-

teers are admitted to all the rights cf prisoners ol war,
and the rope is taken from Michael Corccran's neck,
but to be almost immediately replaced. General Ilal-lec- k,

commanding the Federal forces ia Missouri takc3
into hi3 head that he will do a little hanging of prison-

ers, whom he denounces r.s felons and bridge-burner- s.

General Price says that the burning was done by the
military, and under the order of the military superiors
of the persons by whom it was dene, and that it was
done to forward military objects, llalleck insists that
the men who did it came ia the garb and guise of citi-

zens, and under false colors and making false reprcsenta.
tions, and that therefore he cannot recognize them as
soldiers. Next, President Davis informs Mr. Lincoln
that if these ML sour i prisoners be Lung it will be his
painful duty to suspend Mr. M. Corcoran and Eundry
other Federal prisoners still in cur hands. And so Mr.
M. Corcoran's wind is cgaia in danger of being stopp-
ed. The fact is, that being a Colonel, he is the recipi-
ent of the most marked attention, so marked, indeed,
as to be embarrassing. Mr. Corcoran, like Mercutio
la the play, will fuel inclined to fall cut with bo;h North
end South, and exclaim "a plague on both your houses."
He had better have still remained a "Peeler" in county
Sligo, or stuck --to Lis bar in New York.

We think we may venture to assert, without fear of
contradiction (except from the Fayetteville Obsaver,
which will contradict any thing we may say,) th the
weather i3 far from pleasant that it is damp underfoot.
That the vcy atmosphere itself is spongy and bedrag-
gled, and that, if any weather could justify a slight
amount of suicide, that which we cre now enjoying
would come as near it as possible.

What nAS been done towards pla jirg impediments
in the channel at Roanoke Island is more than we can
say. The fear is not that the enemy can land there
and take our batteries, nor even that they cm shell
them out, but the danger is thai they may be able to
pass them at a distance of fully a mile, and batteries
firing at rapidly moving boats at this distance, may or
may not effect any thiug. It is a mere chance. Roan-

oke Island itself is cot worth holding, save as the key
to Albemarle sound. If it cocs not keep the enemy out
of that sound of course it fails of its object. We
await news with considerable anxiety. Nay, we may
as well confess, with great anxiety.

Mr. Badger's attempt to repeal the Stay Law has
failed in the Convention. So will all the attempts of

these conventional legislators if the truly conservative
members of the Convention will only act up to their
feelings and convictions. A little nerve is actually
needed now to save the State.

Wet snocLD Hamilton Fish, abolition or

of New York, and Bishop Ames, abolition Methodist
s Bishop (and the abolition parsons are more even than

the abolition politicians) why should these two hostile,
abolition, Sewardite, hypocritical spies be allowed to
traverse the South in all directions under the plea o

humanity of looking after the Lincolnite prisoners.
We know no more proper use to be mad3 of them if they
come South than to place them alongside of other evi

dences of Lincoln humanity : Load them with stone
and sink them with the other " old whalers " in Char
leston harbor. They will not " blubber " long.

Among the subjects of taxation at the North we
find that the article of " gas " occupies at not inferior

position. Surely if the New York papers are taxed in

proportion to the " gas " they let off it will rain them,

and if the whole North honestly lists for taxation the
amount of" gas " it expends there will be an immense
amount of revenue realized.

The question of questions now is "When will the

North Carolina State Convention adjourn V This is

a standing question one that we feel bound to press.

The Convention has no right to legislate, yet it does

legislate. It prates economy, yet it costs five hundred

dollars a day. Why should not the Convention adjourn

swash, no doubt, but a I 'h.-v- t ould get in no doabt have
done s It may thr-'tv- i several points in order to
distract the attention of our fjrecs, but it is hardiy
probable that it can afford to divide its strength. It
will concentrate all its available power opon some,

one pesitu'u. w e titii k mat position me posi-

tion to be first attacked will be Roanoke Island, bat we

cannot say so from any infoimatien, of course. We
don't think the uffiir will amount to much strategecally,
although it may distress and injure our people. The
primary object of all these movements is to create a di.

version to draw away our lorces trom me ironiier in
Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri. The North is sim-

ply fighting for boundaries. It does not even hope to
hold any State South of our Northern line, which is

the famous thirty-si- x thirty.

Thing? In Otueiitl and Ills Convention.
We are pleasantly situated this morning in the way

of exchanges.having none from Raleigh or the West.none
rom North of Weldon, and none from South of us, if
we except a Columbus, Ga., paper of the 31st ult., and

a Mobile Fribuue of the 1st inst.
Now is the time for inventive genius to display it-e- lf

in the way of private letters, occasional communi
cations, mysterious giving out and startling announce
ments from all the world, for we have a clear field, and
if we had only a corps of ready romancers, there is no
knowing what might be d me to render to-day- Jour
nal interesting and highly original.

In a case like this, a good old chronic quarrel!, some

times assuming an acute type, is a perfect God-sen- d to
an embarrassed editor. Look at our Raleigh cotempo- -

raries. They are never at a loss. They have a tice cosy
little triangular squabble among themselves, which re
lieves the tedium of their more st rious duties, and helps
oat mightily in furrdsoing editorial pabulum when the
food for thought, to wit: the news of the day, is cut off

by the failures of the Transportation Department, com

monly known as the Confederate States Mail. We are
at peace with ali the world and preserve amicable rela
tions with the rest of mankind, and we consider

it no evidence to the contrarv if we ask in conclu
sion, Why can't our State Convention adjourn
next week? It is a provisional thing all pro

visional things ought to have an end. The Pro
visional Congress of the Confederate States has its lim-

it, now about to be reached. Why should not the Con-

vention go our, with other provisional bodies? The
members it chose to go to Richmond will be functus
rfficio on the 18th. The permanent senators and mem

bers chosen according to the regular order of things
take their place. The Confederate States will have
their legislation done by two distinct branches. Why
not. also the State of North Carolina? Why should
not the normal state of things be resumed in North
Carolina as elsewhere? Why should the State hop on

one leg, when she ought to have two? Why should she,

with a mixed4 basis, legislate on a single unmixed basis?
Why should a trick be played upon one section which
is constitutionally entitled to protect her interess by the
check which the taxation basis in the Senate interposes to
the preponderance of numerical strength opposed to her
in the House of Commons? Why should not the Conven
lion promptly udjourn? It any matter of ordinary
legislation requires to be done why should it not be
done by the regularly constituted legislative authority ol
the State, vested in two distinct branches, each chosen
upon a separate basis from the other? No usurpation to
appropriate money by a body which does not represent
taxation 1 It is usurpation of the worst kind.

Daily Journal, 6ik inst.

Tribute of Respect.
Fokt Caswbll, N. C, Feb. 1st, 1SG2.

At a meeting of Capt. O. L. Cbeenntt's Company, (F)
20th Regiment N. C. Troops, private Jaa. W. Canej was
called to preside, ard the following resolutions were pre-
sented &ri adopted in regard to the death of private Thos.
Patrick, who died at the liegimental Hospital, tort John
sob, of pneumonia, on the Jan. last :

Resolved. That in the death of oar lamented comrade we
reel ourselves deprived of a good soldier tr.u generous
eomrade- -

Btsolved, That we bow with humble submission to the
will of an overruling Providence, which has remoTed him
from the sphere in which his patriotism placed mm.

liesolved, That we offer the family and friends of the de-

ceased oar deepest svmnathv. for the dispensation which
has bereft them of a son, husband and friend, ard taken
from the Company a zealous advocate and firm supporter of
tbe caase we are engaged in.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the
family cf the deceased, and one be seat, also, for publica'
tion.

Private JAS. W. CASEY, Chairman.
Lt. John McBae, Secretary.
Waiting till the Tweltb Months' Volunteers

go home, The following piece of policy is suggested
by the N ew York Herald :

The present armies of the rebels were enlisted for one
year, under tbe idea that within this limitation King
Cotton would call in Eogland and France and settle the
question. The year, howevar, to a large body of the
rebel troops, is drawing to a close, and just as the Gov
ernment of the Union is Deginning to show its strength
Our troops, enlisted for three years, are all right ; but
with the expiration ot the one Tear of the rebel volun
teers thousands of them will go home to look after their
families and private affairs ; for they have been depend
fog on this important privilege, and they will have it,
unless forcibly detained. That they will, however, be
thus detained by some compulsory process is very prob
able, from tbe discussions ot tbe subject going on a
Richmond ; but that this fighting upon compulsion will
tend to demoralize the rebel army, and thus do much to
disorganize and break up the rebellion itself, we think
it very likely.

offering a market in return, for hundreds of millions of

English goods. He might rouse the feelings of the
English people against the North by referring to the in-

solences of Sewerdism, and excite their contempt by

pointing to its servility. rl hese are probably the posi-

tions of the several parties. The high aristocracy, the
active manufacturers and shippers, and eventually the
workers, must go with Palmerston, while the bond-holder- s,

the squirearchy, the retired traders, the fancy, orna-

mental liberalists will go against him. He must tri
umph, but Low soon ? Who knows ? Not without a
struggle certainly, and the Confederacy must remember
that every blow struck, every post gallantly maintained,
has a direct and a resulting effect and advantage a di

rect one here a resulting one in Europe.

We confess to a comparative ignorance of the springs
of action on the other side of the channel, but we know
that there are parties against the North there and par
ties against the South. We know that there sits or
walks in the Tuilltries a quiet, silent, inscrutable man,
upon whom, in this, as in other things, more of Euro
pean action depends than upon any other living person
He begins to feel that it is about time to do semethiDg
to keep the French people employed and their minds oc
cupied. He dislikes our Black Republicans and ismists,
as he does the Red Republicans and so-call- ed Democrats
and Mazzinians of Europe. He, too, wants French
trade extended here and French influence. We think
uay, we believe that he has every disposition to act, but
even Louis Napolson's Empire Ls not so quiet a pool as
one might suppose. His cousin Jerome Napoleon, who
visited this country, ia his successor according to the
family compact, failing direct heirs that is, should

Napoleon's son die. The said Jerome Napoleon

affects the liberal, and gathers around him a sort
of court in opposition to bis cousin. Something

as George the Fourth did at Carlton House when

Prince of Wales, heading an opposition party that
which rallied around old George the Third at Windsor
or St James'. There are any number of parties and

interests in France to be got into line before the Em
peror moves, and when he does move he will move with

a vim, and he will be followed by England. But al-

though we think Napoleon will make the first

move, and will not defer it longer than circumstances

may seem absolutely to require, still how soon that- - may

be who can say ? Who can eay that anything, how-

ever probable or likely, is absolutely certain ? Who
can say that, however likely the concurrence at an early
day of favourable external circumstances, the Confede-

rate States can depend with any assurance upon any-

thing but their own "hearts and hands their own efforts

and resources ?

Tei Daixt Joubkal can be bad by the volants? r ia
camp at 60 cests pr aosth.


