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From Roanoke Island.

CONFEDERATH STATES OF AMERICA.

WILMINGTON, ¥. C., BATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1962.

details of the affair at Roanoke Isiand.

A wrrter in the Richmond Enguirer comes forward
with & vigorous defence of the officials at Richmond,
and especially of the Secretary of the Navy, against
the charge of negligence in not having bad larger
means provided for the defence of Roancke Island, as
also in not baving used more energy in providing a gun-
beat force to resist the adavnce of that class of vessels
sent against us by our Northern foes. We so far ap-
prove of the course of “ A Georgian,” in defending the
Richmond euthorities, as we like to see fair play done
to all, and we admire the manliness that prompts any
one to assume the defence of thos¢ upon whom a gen-
eral terrent of fault-finding is poured. Dut while we
admire the spirit that prompts this defence, we cannot
say that we regard it as wholly successful. The whole
ground of defence is that the Secretary of the Navy
can do little without the authority of law, and that fhis
authority bas not been grauted—the necessary funds
have not been appropriated, and therefore the Navy
Department is not only ot responsible for the absence
of all adequate effort to fit out a fitting flotilla or-flotil-
las, but that all those who find fault with this abs pce
Buch is the lan-
guage of a defender of Mr. Mallery, in the Richmond
Enquirer of yesterday, in reply to an editorial article
which recently appeared in the Norfolk Day Book, in
which the apathy and want of vigor, or even appear-
ance of interest on the part of Mr. Mallory, is pretty

ought to be ashamed of themselves.

severely commented on.
Now let us ask if thia excuse is a valid one ?
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ments, eapecially that of the Navy?
questions can be easily answered.

Surely no one who understands the feeling of the
country, who recognizcs and appreciates the manifesta-
tion of genecrous confidence extended to President Davis
and to these whom be kad called around him, as well on
the part of Congress as of the people, doubts for a mo-
ment that if the Navy Department had called upon
Congress for tLe necessary eppropriation and the neces-
sary authority, and this call had been backed by the
recommendation of President Davis, it would bave
It is evident that this excuse will
wot do,and that Mr. Mallory is rather unfortunate in
It was not that Congress would not give
President
Davis, absorbed in aflairs with whose vastness those of
the first revolution bear no eomparison, might well leave
this matter to thut member of his cabinet specially and
That this officer hes not
pressed its claims with more vigor is deceply to be de-
plored, as the want of at least a gun-hoat mavy is felt
to be the want, the failure to have it any cost to be the
It might be ar-
gued, and we are willing to give force to the argument,
that oumr gkilled labor, cur seasoned wood and iron were
1 biss
we think, and not tbe flimscy excuse of the failure of
Congress, js tbe true ground upon which Mr. Mallory
based and may possibly justify his do-nothing policy.—
we thigk is now

been responded to.

his advocate.

but that the administration did nol ask.

officially charged with it.
¥ E

weak point of eur belligerest policy.

wanted for land defenees and military purposes.
r

That that policy was wunlortunate,

generally admitted, and if that is to be the policy, we

bardly sce the use in having a formal Secretary of the
Navy to carry it out, for it is about carried out 2lready.
But we know that miscalculations must and w:ll be

made by the wiscst aud best of men, and we are unwil-
ling to atiribute fanlt where to fail is human, and to be
infallible would be to be ssmething above or below hu-
manity. into a state of com-
parative apathy, and it is providential when something
occurs to drive away that apatby, even although the
experience be a painful one.

It is human to subside

That providential occur-
rence in this case was the afluir of Roanoke Island, fol-
lowing on the Leels of the raid of the Yankee gun-boats
up the Tenmessce River. Apathy bas given place to
vigor, and an appreciation of our real wants to fantas-
tical Merrimacwal experiments. '

Tne arraiz A7 Roaxoxz Isuaxp cannot influence
the result of the war. It cannot subdue the people of
the Conluderacy, or of the State of Nerth Carolina ;
it cannot bring subjugatien one whit nearer, but it may
put; peace and recognized independence farther off.—
It may tend to protract the struggle; it may bring
With re-
gretlul feelings we learn of the reverses of our arms and
the captivity of our citizen seldiers, but we look to the
future with assured confidence as to the resalt,. With
a conlidence that never has wavered or fultered from first
to lust. The boastful carcer of the foe has been checked

many sullerings and difficalties in its train.

fierce reflux of the Houthern tide. Missouti and Ar-
kansas again pull together, and the disgraceful Halleck
will find that even with the assistance of « the Flying
Dutehman,” Zcigel, he will be unable to capture Price,
or resist Van Dora; or eseope the Marion-like inroads of
Jefl. Thompson.

Savaunah and Suflolk are now the most fearfully me-
naced points.  To obtain the control of the two roads
which, uniting at Suflulk, conneet Norfolk with Wel-
den and Petersburg, would be to isolate the force at
Norlolk, and compel the abandoument of that place.—
A fearful fight must be had before tiat be done. We do
not think it tan be done. Much is said about Savan-
nab. Evidently something has been wrong, We trust
that there may yet be time to make all right. We
must gwait the news ag quictly as we can, heping for
the best. If their gunboats can get within range of the
city they will probably shell it, for it is said on good au-
therity that it will not be surrendered. No progress can
there be made on land, and neitber cotton nor treasure
be found in or near Savannab. The cnemy may possi-
bly be able to epread ruin and Jesolation, but they can
do nothing for themselves, and they will only add fuel
to the flame that has already copsumed all the cords
that once upited the North and the South.

To ConrresroNpENTs,—We bave several communi-
cations on our table which we have not yet had time
to attend to. We will do so at the earliest moment.—
Of course, even in the case of our best friends, we must
gtill retain to ourselyes, the decision of what we can or
will publish, else-wise we might as well quietly withdraw.

Re-exuisting.—We are pleased to find that nearly
the whole force on General Holmes’ line of the Lower
Potomac and Rappabannock is now or will soon be in
for the war. With a very few exceptions, all the twelve
months regiments have turned themselves over for the
full term, and the balance, no doubt will. This is cheer-

ing.

Sertovs Corrision oN THE CENTRAL Ram Roip.—
A collision occurred cn the North Carclina Rail Road
on Tuesday last, between a freight and mail train.—
TLe two Epgines were totally destroyed, and several of
the cars badly demaged. Three passengers were also
badly crippled, iwo having their legs broken. One
gentleman bad {o submit to the amputation of a leg.—
Another was expected to have to go through the same
operation. Other» were more or less injured. Tke
collision happened about 11 miles East of Charlotte,
The cars were detained for several hours.

W have been unable fo gain further particalars.

If all
the defects 1n the Navy Department—the want of vigor
in ils administration, and the want of interest in its
chief, who never yet has visited the Portsmouth Navy
Yard gince it has been in Confederate hauds, are to find
their excuse in the failure of Congress to make certain
Let v go a little farther and ask if,
for tbat failure Congress is indegl responsible, if there
be & responsibility - or whether for good or evil, such re-
eponsibility docs not attueh to the Execative Depart-
We think these

nearly every one of our companies was «ngaged, su

the killed.

fight or before its close were )
8th N. C. Troops, Col. Shaw,............~
31

“ w“ l‘l

Cal, Jordan,. . ..ce0nvune.

were at Nag's Head in Hospital. SBome wereina ba

were at Nag's Head.
The number that escaped, including the sick at Nag

floating battery also-got off to the main land.

grievous mizmanagement somewhere.

immediate department be was placed.
fused in both cases, save that Gen. Hoger had finally cou

Legion, under the command of Col. Henningsen. Gen

transportation.
When on Saturday morning a couricr from Genera

plenty of men.
d—mn 'em we’ll whip 'em,” or very pearly these words

remarkable, He cou/d have done so.
pight, a boat did leave Nag’s Head, and did getto Nor-
folk, showing that the navigation was open.
aflair appears like a Tragedy of Errors.

Daily Journal, 14th inst.

Tug ma1x strategical object of the Burnside expedi-
tion is to obtain control of the great through route at
Welden, as once there the interior as well as the coast
line of roads weuld be cut off.
Suppose, aud it is not only suppesable, but almost
certain that this movement should fuil, as we have no
doubt it will fail, then some attempt might or might
not be made on Norfolk. That might possibly succeed,
but it would be at a cost most diflicult to calculate, and
such a cost as we very much doubt the dispositin of
the enemy to pay.
Failing to reach the Weldon junction, now the great
strategic point aimed at, some ather point might be
struck for and this point in the iuterior would be Golds-
bore’ via Newbern, because of Goldsboro’s being the
vearest point on the lower line from which the upper
could be aimed at. For all these purposes, light gun-
boats would not only answer the purpose, but they alone
would answer it. We trust that that atgempt too,
could and would be frustrated.
Where is the mortar fleet and the Butler expedition
bound for ? It is ssserted by the Nerthern papers that
the mortar-fleet i# destined for an attack on some strong
fortification. 1f not to co-operate in a front attack on
Norfolk with a rear ettack by Burpside, for what
point is thig flect designed 7™ It appears hardly proba-
ble that it is for the gulf. The first stone lort South ol
Norfolk, is Fort Macon at Beaufort Harbor in North
Carelina, but that is comparatively unimportant while
an attack upon Newbern or any other point bigher up
on the railroad remains undisposed of. Is it for our
Forts? 'The strategic value of Wilmingten is unques-
tionably known, with the peculiar character of our wa-
ter approaches by reason of which works that might be
out of ordinary range might not be safe from thirteen
inch mortars. Possibly the forts in Charleston Harbor
may be aimed at. These ard a new and still unfinished
work at Ferpepdina are about 21l on the Atlantic
coast, for Pulaski has already been turned, aud the fate
of Savapnah already tremblcs ia the balance.
Again and again, we must be permitted to urge the
necessity of having a larger number of our guns case-
mated or otherwise protected, having no island fortifi-
caticns without meaps of re‘reat, aud above all, due care
that we do not fail when success is within the grasp o
our forees for want of ammunition and that of the right
kind. Rifled ammunition must be just so. Without
enough of the very thing, the oldest smooth bores, we
are informed is prelerrable ;—if there are shot or shell
that can be placed more couveniently than they are; if
there are magazines that can be made mere available ;
if there are resources then can be developed, now is the
very time for bringiog all these things to bear. Wko
knows what a day or an hour may produce ? Who says
that this or that expedition may vot be destined for us?
We are very much at war. Let us net for a moment
forget that fact, and be ready to'sell what of ours tke
foe secks to have so very dearly, if we part with it at
all, that the cost will be well counted aund long remem-
bered.

We say all this in no complaining or fault-finding
spisit. Weare not used to look only at the dark side
of the picture or to thiok that everything is not right,
when it does not seem to be 50 to us. Wehave no doubt
and no reason for doubt of the devotion and care with
which General Anderson attends to the duties of his
position, or of the zeal of the authorities, still the co-
operation of all, the mutual confidence and the mutual
understanding of all, are desirable and right and proper.

For THE D1sAsTER at Roanoke Island, a deep respou-
sibility exists somewhere, and it would be as useless to
attempt to deny or disguise this fact as it would be
wrosg to do it even were i mplishment possible.
The defences ol the po clearly bore ne pro-
portion to the force likely to be brought against them,
nor were they at all commensurate with the real import-
ance of the post or the advantages which its maintain-
ance would bave secured.

There was no burry—there was no surprise. The
authorities had full warning. The post bad not been]
recenly occupied. The mighty force bromght against
it had been delayed, apparently by the direct interpesi-
tion of Providence, as if to give every chance for pre-
paration, and no excute for the want of it, and yet the
post was no stronger when attacked than it had been
menths before, if as strong. No new guns were mount-
ed. No attempt made to put additional gunboats in
the Sounds, to throw more men on the island, to have

This morning we had the pleasure of meeting Lient
Smith, of Wise's Legion, who bas kindiy given us some
I he most pleas-
ing part of his information is that the vamber of toe
killed on our side has been greatiy exaggerated. Some
oue or two from nearly cvery company eugeged, and

ceeded in makicg their escape, after the battle had elosed.
From them Lt. Smith obtained details of the killed and
wounded, and from all be could learn he could not find
that our loss in killed could much, if at all, exceed fifty
The number of wounded would no doaubt excegd that of

The forces at the post, at the commencement of the

..100
.600
1st Reg. Wise Legion, Col. Anderson,.........500

T'his ig not the full stresgth of any of the commands
named, but many were sick and had been sent off or

tery on a flat near the main land, three small compaujes

Head, might be not incorrectly stated about 450, or at
the utmost 500. Of these, 250 or 300 retreated along
the beach from Nag’s Head, on Saturday vight, after
having set fire to the buildings. Some got over in a boat
to the main land ; nearly or quite all of those o~ the

Of the loss of the enemy, it is almost impossible to
gpeak. They we'e mowed dowun in their attempt to
land, and must have suffered terribly. Had we pessess-
ed a field battery or bHad proper breastworks been
thrown up, the result might have been different; or Lad
we had sufficient force, or in fact had there not been
General Wize
had remonstrated in vain with the Secretary of War—
He bad azked more forces from General Huger, io whose
He bad been re-

sented to let bim have the two artillery companies of hig

Wise ordered the batterics to march down the beach to
Nag's Head. This, Gen. Huger ccuntermunded, and
told them to go to Elizabeth Ulity, where there was no

Wise, who had ridden all night, reached Norfoik, he got
only a rude answer from Gen. Hager. * They’'ve got
Tell them to stand to their guns, and

Why Commodore Lynch did not carry bis boats to
Norlolk, tkrough the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal,
instead of runping them up the Pasquotank River, is
On Saturday

The whole

know where he is.
ment assigned to Geoseral Huger, eommander

-

arrived just in time to be too late.

prisoners. And, pethaps, the worst featare ubJut it

their amorunition had begzan to fail.

24« u “  Qul. Richardson,........300| bour, or an hour sooner, the invaders might have been
Battalion, « “ QoL Grem;. .. cnqvs iz 500 | kept at bay uutil farther reinforcements cou!d bave
2607 | 87me up, and, perhaps, the post still bave been saved.

it bas done.

t

:
s .
own sick asd wounded.

were woubded, or taken prisoners
at least pove of them hud been luwded there.

prisoners, 400 killed, and 600 wounded.

our cannoo having thinped them terribly.

Island were North Carolinisps, yet not the name of

-

per, one way or the other,
that we can find.

1 N : .
directly interested, but huve failed,—so far.

still to obtain early information,
foundation.
that not to have been geen to.

matter at other poiots.
®here ?

can be boldly given,
midst of it. It is no time for false delicacy.

ed suspension of the Washington Dispatch.

cessity.

tion.

-

vidious distinetions, no benefits to ourselves at the ex-

publication is more continuous enl exacting than that
of a lese frequent isswe.
we know nothing of them—we do not solieit them nor

they did.

our all at stake, Daily Paper ard all else. Sarely our
three Raleigh cotemporaries need not feel so much prt
out when they know that two-thirds of the printers
who formerly belonged here are now in tle actual service,
leaving barely coough to keep one office open for the ac-
commodation of the public and the public service.
from consideratious of public couvenience, they are not
included in the first preliminary deaft, we feel sssured
tbat when the actual necessity comes they will not need
to be included in any draft. r

P. S.—Since: the above was written the mail has
brought us the Washington Dispatch in question, which
is not discoutinued, bot comes out on a half-sheer for
wan! of poper, but will procure some at the earliest
moment and then, and not until then greet us with its
usual size and amount of reading matter. The tender

sympathies of the Siandard have been rather wasted
on the desert air.

It 1s gvipENT that one of the great objects of the
Federal war policy, that for which they will spare no
expense in men or means, is to get possession of or de-
gtroy the railrcad communication between the more
Northern and more Southern States of the Confedera-
ey. Primarily their objeet is to cut off Virginia from
the cotton States. For t"at object their agents tried
to burn the 1ailroad bridy.s throughout East Tennessee;
for the same object secret missionaries were induced by
promises of reward to issuefrom the prisons of Beston
and other Northern Uities, aiming at the destruction by
fire of the bridges on the great Southern seaboard line
of railroads. For that same object Burnside is pressing
on, and although Neorfolk would sound largely, its cap-
ture is less near to the heart of the invaders than is the
control of the great through lipe of railreads.

In truth, whatever advantage it may be to keep the
foz out of Noriolk and Pertsmouth, and we do not un-
derrate that, the possession of the Navy Yard there,
save for its guns, has been little or no use tous. Mo-
ney has been bungled away on the Merrimac and some

any light artillery; nay, even the few gunboats we had

other ruined hulks, while materials lay idle, out of which

g T e o —

were short of ammunition. It is’said that Col. Hen-! good seryiceable gun-boats might have
ningsen, with some field artillery, did arrive at Elizabeth |
Uity on Thuradsy nigh«, bui could get po treniporta-
tion, and did not get to the islund .at all, wnd we don’t
The Island wis ia the depart-

Norfolk, and deep censure is attached to him for
his delay in providiug rvinforecments.  Indeed; so far is
the fecling said to have risen at Norjolk that there was
talk pf mobbing lim, or at least, of making some very
public demonstration. Cel. Green's battalion of North
Carolinians and Georgians which regent!y left this place,
They rushed for-
ward to the succor of their irigpds only to find them

that with the battalion come a rein orcement of powder,
that also too late, as before the surrender of qur men
Ead the battalion
with the ammuuitipn go! up in time, say even hall an

Sueh dilitorizess is too painful to think of, resulting as

Tiere is 2 report that after the fight st Elizabeth
City and the firiog of the town, the Federal troops land-
ed with fire ecgines, extinguished the flames and oceu
pied the best dwellings iu the place as hospitals for their
A Confederate, who in some
way, best known to hims If; visited Elizabeth City al-
ter its occupation by the enemy, was unable to learn
what disposition bad been made of the Confedcrates who
He could not find
that any of them had been brought to Llizabeth City,
It was
said at Elizabeth City that Burnside reported 2.700
We thiok
possibly there is’sume mistuke, ard that the first num-
ber of 2,700 may inclode ull, kilied, wounded and pris-
soers, and even that would bea large number. ~ What
puniber of Federals vas killed and wounded, is not sta-
ted, the Federals theniselves admit in ednversation that
it was very large, the killed, being close to a thousand,

Altheugh a largefpropcrtion of the delenders of the

North Caroliva company appears in any Virginia pa-
Not the neme of a man
We bave felegraphed to Norfolk, and
got others to do #o, with the view of getting nforma-
tion about friends fiom this place, for our own satislac-
tion avd the satisfuction of others, especially those most
We hoje
We have heard pain-
ful street rumors, for which we feel certain there is no

About this thing of the failur¢ of ammuunition, caght
While it is yet time,
let us take the liberty of calling direct atter on to this
[ Is there no sueh danger else-
Now is the time to ask the question, while
there is yet time to go provide that a megative answer
We are indeed at war, and in the

Tue Raleigh Standard has some remarks, with ref.
erence to the limited exemption extended to the em-
ployees of the Daily Press, in conuection with the alleg-

We will take it for grauted that veither the Standard
nor any other paper desires to do gratunitous injustice,
and~jrave not the slightest ebjection to having the brief
letters written from this office to the Governor and Ad-
jutant General published, as we know this would place
matters, so far a8 we are concerned, on a very diff*rent
footing than that upon which the Standard seems to
think they stacd, or we. at least, desire them to stand.
We must confess that, tituated as things are, with the
universul anxiety felt for the latest information, we be-
lieve the public would regret the pursuance of such a
rigid course as would compel the discontinnance of any
paper, especially where, at a leading point, there is but
one, while at the same time, in case of actual invasion
or absolute necessity, every man ought to go, and every
other copsideration be waived in obedience to that nc-
We think the discont}.uance of the Duspateh
at Washington works u greater inconvenicuce, and per-
haps loss to the commuuity in which it was published
than wonld the slight deviation from rule in its favor
which would bave enabled it to continue its publica)

We say this in no confroversial gpirit and {from no
desire to either find fzult or make an issne with anybo-
dy, but we say it beesuse it appears to us to ke so.—
We would certainly desire no peculiar privilege or in-

peuse of others, but we know, as everybody acqunainted
with the matter must know that the [pressure of a daily

As for mere partizan favors

are we conscious of receiving them., Qur Newbhern
cotemporary certaiuly, from the position it has oeccu-
pied is even less amenable to this charge than even we
are, nor do we think that sny sach considerations er-
tered into the thonghts or actions of the Governorcr
any other person, and we trust that the Standard itself
will sce that it is wholly mis}uken in supposing that

We are not always so much opposed to replying with
a8 much sharpness ag we think exists 1n any reference
to which we doreply ; but now we feel that squabbling
and wrangling beseem none of us, especially none of us,
who, living within the sound of the enemy’s guvs have

If

at

will be inviteq to resign.

ReinrosoEMENTE TO SH

ler’s expedition) sailed this morning for Ship Islaud.
Re-Exumsring ror T War.—We lears from a

| work is going forward with great alacrity. He est

has given a great impetus to the work. _
Lynch. Republican.

places —~- Washington Dispatch.

gone the rounds of the papers purporting to have bee

much to his regret.— Faoyetteville Observer.

From the Norfolk Day Book, 12th inst.

Further Purtlrulars of Oar Reverses 1n North Ca
roiina, -

FROM THE FLEET. _
To a gentleman attached to the Fleet in the water

morning, we arc indebted for the fellowing particulars

ammunition which was expected from Norlelk. O«
on Monday morning advanced up the Pasquotack riv

er. Qur vessels hud then caiped the

with it il occasion should require it.  Captain Parker
of the Brautort, wes detailed by Cammodore Lyaeh te
the comuand ol this battery,

Owing to the dense fog which prevliled on Monday
a| the Federal fl €t came within two ; .
yards of our fl et and battery before heing discovered
the battery waus sbandoned.
er, all the guns were spiked.

pursued by the enimy. After proceeding some distance

crews maude prisouers,

are now saf2 pear tie south-end ol the Canal.

the canal, and Capt. Cock is supposed to bave fallen
into the baods of the enemy.

FROM ELIZABETH CITY._
The report of the burning of Elizabeth City and its
capture by the Federalists is folly confirmed. "I'he town
was attacked cu Monday morsing about 8§ o'clock, ard
was set on fire and evacnated alter a fight of a couple

triotic citizen® themsclves, and although the destruction
was only partial yet a sufficient display ot sell-sacrice
has been made by “these gallant Carolinians to satisly
the encmy that they are fighting a people they never
can subdue. '
The Contederate steamer Forrest, attached to Com-
modore Lynch’s flect, and which wus undergoing re-
pairs ai Elizabeth City, we are glad to say, was not
«cit to the L'neu'ly,'us at first reported, but was burned
by the citizens before they left the town.
CONDITION OF GEN. WISE.

It affords os mach pleasure 1o announce that General
Wise is safe, and all reports to the contrary are without
any trath whatever,
anuounce that ivstead of increasing his malady, as was
leared, the excitemont throngh which he has passed has
bad a con'rary tendency, and the indieations of a speedy
recoyery are now appairent. ‘The (zen. is more deter-
mincd than ever, and is represented as all eagerness for
un opportnnity to avenge himscll for the wrongs be has
seficred.  Fle bears the death of his son marfully, and
derives much consolation from the fact that he perished
in the defence of bis country. .
N DEATH OF CAPT. 0. JENNINGS WISE.
This brave officer was emong the killed at Roanoke
Islund. He was in command of the Richmoud Bl ues
and received a wound shortly after the engagement be-
gan, which disabled nim. While his comrades were
bearing kim from the grouud, a shot {rom the enemy
peuetrated his bedy, icflicting a mortal wound. He
died alimost immediately.
Capt. Wise wasa brave ard dfficient officer and much
beloved by these nuder bis command. 1t isrelated that
alter be had fallen on the ficld one of his men approack-
ed him avd evquired if he was badly hurt, s reply
was : “ Never mind we! Fight on men! fight on!
and keep coo! 1l

DEATH OF CAPT. SELDEN.
Capt. Wm. Selden, of this city, attached 1o the En-
gineer Depariment, was also among the killed. His
conduct on the beld is spoked of by thuse who witnessed
it in the most exalted terms.  Daring and bold, he fear-
ed not the overpowering forces of the enemy, but fought
them bravely, disputing their right to every inch of
gronnd. * -
He leaves belivd bim for the consolation of bhis
friends, a natte avd fume, of which, they may be justly
proud. He died a brave Virginian, defending his conu-
try from the attacks of a bratal aud insolent toe, and he
now fills a p:ariot’s grave.

NOBLE CONDUCT,

ThE Ricbménd Blues and McCullough’s Iofantry are
represented o8 having conducted themselves nebly du-
ring the battle.  Not a man among them bat displayed
the utmost ceolpess and intrepidity and the greatest
bavoc was made by them among the foe. - They kept at
one time two regiments at bay, and fisally at the point
of the bayonet drove them up to their arm-pits into the
Sound. Belore surrendering each man coolly broke his
gun agaivst the trees, determined that theugh they fell
into the honde of the en'my they should be useless.
The casuulities among the first mentioned command
have been greatly exaggerated. Ounly ove ef the entire
company —its eommander—was killed and only eight or
ten of them wouaded.

ARRIVAL OF THE SICK FROM ROANOKE ISLAND.
About five o’clock ycsterday afternoon the steamer
Roanoke having in tew a schooner and several burges,
‘arrived at the Quertermaster’s wharf in this city. On
the schooner and barges were those of our forees at
Roanoke Island who were sick and who were removed
from the Island previous to the attack upon it. There
were about one hundred of them. They leit Currituck
Bridge last night—did not see anything of the enemy.

The arrival of these men created considerable eXcite-
ment in the city, and beforethe boats had made fast
quite a crowd had collected on the wharf to welcome
them. ‘U'hey seemcd to be in as fine spirits as could be
expected. OUR LO8
Our loss was not over one hundred killed and wound-
ed while that of the enemy is estfmated at least one
thousand kiiled. Indeced we have information that at
Old Point the number is estimated at fifteen handi i
killed. The beach is represented as being strewn with
their dead bodies and the probability is that when the
truth comes out it wiii be found that this victory hes
lh-em purchased by the Yankees with a fearful outlay of
ife.

THE ENEMY AT EDENTON.
A special train of the Seaboard and Roancke Rail-
road arrived in Portsmouth, yesterday, about one o’clock.
Information was bronsht that the enemy had entered
Edenton and takep posccssion. This news was commu-
nicated through Dr. Warren, of Edenton, to the people
of Suffolk and forwarded by themto us. We bave re-
ceived no confirmatidn as yet of the statement, and it
may be that the intelligence is premature.
The enemy was represented as beuing on the way to
Blackwater, ard the non-arrival of the boat due from
there yesterday seémed to corroborate the statement.
TREACHERY T'HE CAUSE OF THE DISASTER.
We learn that a man named Doe, who lived on Roan-
oke Island, and who kuew of a landing place on the
marsh that others were ignorant of, deserted, went over

s by-word and a reproach. “Whese fault is ibor whose
funlt bas it been? The people will-ask these questions, |.
and the official’ that does pot give a satisfactory answer

ARy ———=—— L

i IsLaxp.— BosToN, Feb.. 8.
The ships Cecean Pearl, Idaho, and North America,
with troops and stores, (formirg a part of General Bat-

Adjutant in ope of the M ississippi geaimenrs,‘ at Uentre-
ville, that some sixteen Mississippi #ad Louisiana regi-
ments bave re-enlisted for the war, and that the good

mates that some 50,000 troops on the Putomac have
already enlisted for the war. Hesays that the late news

H cuse Burst.— We regret to learn that the dwelling
housc of Msj. Wm. A. Blount. ia this countly, was cop-
somed by fire one pight last week with all his furaiture
It is supposed to have been the work of an incendiary.
We learn that the dwelling of his father, Gen. Blouut,
was also get on fire the ssme night in two or three

We are requaosted to gtate that the article that bas
writlen by Capt. Booth, Commanding the Arsenal here,
to the Baton Rouge Guzette, was not written for pub-

lication at all, lint was contained ip a private letter, and
published without his kuowledge or covsent, ard very

of North Caroliva, who reached this city yesterday

The fleet, aficr fulling back frem Roanoke Il-e‘luudl, ran
up the Pasquotavk river for the purpoge of receiving

Sunday, the eugmy’s vessels erossed the Sound mud eurly

battery on the
river and were drawn up for the purpose of co-operating

or threg huondrdd

Our fleet was therelore compelled to retire again, and
Before it was lelt, howev-

The fluet proceeded towards Elizabeth City, closely

three of the vesecls were overtaken and captored, and
Commodore Lyocl, together with their  officgrs and
T'he Beaulfort, Empire and Ra-
leigh, bewever, succceded o meking their escape, and

Captain Parker, who was in command of the bultery
on theriver, is thought to have escaped with his men in

the direction of Edenton. Captaing Hunter and Simms
are reported to be ou board their vessels at the end of

of hours duration.® The torch was applied by the pe-

We ure also much gratified to |

ed immediately to the battery at Cobb’s Point, about
a mile and a hall below Elizabeth City, and after send-

and the object of the fleet was to co-operate with them.,

and a messecger was sent from the fleet to ascertain

sent ashore to man two of dhe guns—these being as

leigh had been previously sent.

commanding officers of all the vessels that when all
means of resistance failed, and they

unable to escape, they shou!d ran into shoal water, set
them on fire and save their crews.

seven i the morsing, and resalted in the enemy pussing
the battery and overwhelming the Seaboard and Alice.

to bave fallen into the bands of the enemy. The Fanny

was burned by her commander, and the Appomatiox is
believed to bave escaped

on the ways at Elizabeth

beea bailt ; add, ! ~ TFrom the Norfolk Day Book, 12th inst,
with brave offiéers, nt evests have s::gz::liﬁ;"“’ Tranetie Navy n-w;::::. o it North (f? Il_o}!in' ia' copy of the « ;:l'i:;;:""k
rave 8 yeocn - 1 : Lo Yy P W e 0 arolina’s Quota of Confed  ton B
brave and chivalrts men, like Lynch, Tattosll and |~ The fuct caonot longer be concealed that ®eriminal| ¢y by the Committee on military n;]:::i ‘f{?pa_» re;-l:! k
. . 7 - m ml 18 . b'. “m'mm rO’l' t-he . d'mtrf-lln Jr.’ Uhlirman. y ©0, “‘“‘ |
others, our navy department, ss a deparjment, : o-m.t our brave dnd gallant men-at Roanoke g

Island.
_The fact unn?t. l
on the tongue of every re¢
journal, devoted to tThe
posecss and realige the deepest i
averse to the suppression of a grievance of such wmagni

-

H

to acerue to the true interests of the.
comment and exposure,
n

the press of a free people. When

Bpes
i-
Northern despotism. )

Il the public press is to be muzzled or to muzzle it

in authority the merited condemnation which mal-ad

from fear of exposing even to our enemics the paten

back to the foundery, ablise of power in high places g«
unexposcd, the perpetrators continue their mal-admiois

n | disregarded and criminally imperilled.

utterance and an objective form.

8

. (it as another stragetic base for future and more impor-
our men in power, that this important post was not
sufficiently manned—that *he force there was inad: quate
te defend it against the attack by which it had beeu
menaced for wecks—uotwithsfanding this aund more,
which might be stated, yet that hani ful of brdve and
devoted en were suflered to remain there insufficiently
reinforced, and to await the moment when, apparentiy
uncared for, they were -to be “ batchered to make " a
Northern “ heliday,” and to furpish the demoraliz d
pres: ol the savage and soulless North a fit theme [
ptheir truenlent boastings and fiendish huzzss.  Sach is
the calpub'e neglect which demands ventillation and
calls for remedial mterposition of the executive arm of
Ahe government at Richmond. If the vulacrable pointe
on onr ¢xtended coast are to be defended ut all, let them
be d.fenled effectively, or, at least, ‘with some remsona-
blg reward (o the overpowering forees- which have bith-
erto been concentrated agoinst them. To garrison thew
with a force s0 inadequale a8 that which fonght to the
death at Roancke, is to convert them into slaughter
pens, sad eriminally sacrifice the lives of our brave and
devoted men.  Such, it is melaccholy to refieet, was
the lumentable fate of O Jennings Wise and his Spar-
tan band, seven of whom escaped to briug the tidings of
their untimély doom.
But more. W¢E ought to have had in the Sound
twenty gunboats er more—such even as could have cor-
red, each, one ¢ff -etive rifl-d gun.
Ten mouths have elapsed since the Navy Yard
here came providentially into our possessionwby desir-
ton—and filty such gunboats might Lave becn eusily
consiructeds there, armed, maoned, and placed at th
moaths of the numercus and small streams in the sound
aud elsewhere. But there has not one single one such
been: bere constructed. JI'his is a startling fact and
evinces what the public regard as enlpable vegligence.
Although Within a lew hours ride of this great agd in
estimabie depot to the Confederacy, Mr. Secretary
Mallory has not once visited the Nayvy Yard since he
warmed his official seat, nor has be manifested that ad-
ministrative evergy in the matter of these gunbeats
| which the time demands from him and from all who bave
| bgen placed in positions of importance such as he aud
|others cecapy in these perilous times. The disaster at
Roancke Island by no means consists alone in its merc
capture, nor in the loss of the band of braves there sac-
rificed.

I:8 most important and designed results are yet in the
womb of futurity, and unless they are at once thwarted
by dilligence, foresight and energy, manifested in the
proper quarters, the intentions and hopes of the Burn-
side expedition may yet be fully effvcted.and realiz:d.—
Let it never be lost sight of for a moment at a time,
that this poiut—this Navy Yard—is one of incalcula
ble importauce to the Southern Confederacy.

'
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From the Norfolk Duy Book 13'h iust.
¢ Fairther from Our Fleet.

An officer of our flect who was in such a position as
to enable Lim to sce all that was transpiring around
him, furnishes us with the following account of the en-
gagement :

The advauce forces of (he encmy, consisting of twen-
ty-two large steamers and oue tug-hoat, began the at-
tack upon the Island at Lall-past ten o'clock on Friday
morning. The battle continued throughout the day,
and whenever our steamers drew near, to lend assis-
tance, the whole of the enemy's flotilla, excepting three
in shiore, concentrated their fire upon them.

Abeut four o'clock in the afternoorn, the Curlew was
disabled by a shell from the enemy, and was compell:d
to muke for shoal water where she sunk.

During the cannonading the énemy were bosily em-
ployed in landing their troops below Pork Point Bat-
tery. Two of their Steamers ran ioto u slough in the
neighborhood, and succeedeéd in covering their landing.
The enemy continued the attack until about dark, wien
they withdfew.
A littie after four o'clock, the ammunition of ouar
squadron getting short, an application was made for a
suf ply 1o the upper battery, bat tbe commaunding offi-
cer could spare unly about ten charges. As it was ce
sential that ammunition should be had and ss there was
00 more to be obtained from the batteries, a steamer
was seol to the upper battery with a dispatch to the
cfficer in command informing him that the tleet was
without ammuanition, and that it would repair to Eliza-
beth City—thirty-five miles distant—for the purpose of
obtaining a supply, and that it would return without |
delay.  Previous to leaving, information was received
by the fleet ‘from Captain Tayloe, of the Navy, who
had been at Pork Point Battery during the day that
they had ouly one killed and three wounded, and there
was every reuson to believe that they would be able to
bold out if the rear of the batteries was not turned.
T'he fleet reached Elizabeth City, on Saturday morn-
ing, and finding very litde ammunition there sent an ex-
press to Norfolk for it. On Sunday afternoon, having
put all the ammunition and fuel which conld be abt.io-
ed on board the Seabird and Appomattox, these two
steamers were sent forward to Roanoke Island. Og ar-
riving at the mouth of the river they giet a boat and
learved from it that the Island had been surrendered,
aud shortly alterward discovered five of the encmy’s
gunboats stauding [or Pasquotank river. They return-
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ing an express to Gen. Henningsen, distribauted all the
ammunition among four steamers and a schooner and
lormed a line just above the battery. A compauy had
been detailed the day previous for duty at this battery,

Shortly after daylight the enemy appeared in sight|®

o

the condition of the battery. Finding only seven men
there and supposing that the enemy would first attack
the battery, the officers and crew of the Beaunfort were

many as they bad ammunition to supply. The Brau-
fort was sent to the mouth of the canal, where the Ra-

Iastructions were given by the Commaodore to the
found themselves
The action commenced at forty-five minntes past ¥

The last meationed vessels were the only ones knowa

ng the river. The Forrest was
ity, repairing damages, and

onger bé concealed because it is up-
flecting mapn. As a public
public cause, a cause in which all
t interest, this paper is

tade from any sicklied or sentimental fear that injury is
nple by a free
Thus to wield the engine ol
the press we regard as the true glory and noble aim of
it ceases thus to
k, the benefits of its mission are lost or unattained|
-and it becomes but the panderer fo power. Thia is the
.position which it now occupies under the heel of the

selt from fear of bringing down upon the beads of those
ministration justly demands—if it is to maintain silence

fact that some of our men in authurity are d#relict in
|duty and lack the qualifications which their positions
demand—then, the printers’ type may- be as well sent

tratio s, the puhlic interests be suffered to languish, be
The brave men
wlio fought the enemy at Roanoke Island, and maony of
whom poured out their blood like water in thelatile at-
tempt to muintain their stand agaiost an overwhelming
lorce, were saerificed to a criminal neglect to reinlforce
them. This is the fact whieh™bas impressed itseIl upon
the public mind und to which we hesilate not to give

Notwithstanding the knowledge possessed by every
man in our midst and within the bounds of the Corfed-
eracy, of the fitting out of the Burnside Expedition—
notwithstanding its 1eported presence hovering ofl the
Caroling coast—notwithstanding 118 prociaimed arrival |
off Roancke Island, disclosing the mauilest intention o!
the enemy to attack that devoted Island und to possess

tant operations,—notiwithstanding the lact, Known 10

borne by said battalion in the recent engag-mint wik
the enemy :

po control, they did not errive at the Island until ab
ten o’elock on Saturday moruing.
yards from the shore they procecded to land by
of sinall boats. During the landing they were i |
rcach of the enemy’s guns, and ha! they turncd !l
upon them, they would have dore great havoe.

brave men, however, did not feel at all alarmed by 1!

assi_st their comrades in the defence of the Island
their eagerness 8o share the battle, many of them jum)
ed into the water and waded ap to their armpits to 1

surrerdered, every man of the Battalion coolly
his gun against the tree, and threw it into the wati!

Battalion in the Sound, Col. Green left them and wout
to the Island and reported.
day’s fighting hed resulted in the killing of ouly one ol
our mean, and the wounding of two athers, and t..at there

was every prospect of a victory to our arms. nfluen:
ced by this information

to the enemy and piloted them into the landing, aiter
giving them all the information ahout cur foress and
fortifications.

It appears that Col. Shaw got wind of his intended
desertion, and told him that i he attempted to dusert he
would blow him out of the water ; but Doe afietwards

got a chance and made his escape, and iw consequence o
that escape we bave this temblgedmtu'

if the information we received yesterday be correct, ghe
too was burned te prevent her falling into the hauds of
tie enemy. As far as known, there was only six killed
and three wounded among the entire naval force which
we had in the action.

We omitted to mention that the guns at Cobb’s Bat-

tery were all epiked before being possessed by the eae-

his men forward.

Neorth Carcolina’s Quota of m\ L

AN ORDINANCE TO BAISE AND ORgax
~ Quora or CONFEDERATE TROOPs,
Be 1t ordained, §c., That darip the e
with the Unitea States, the Governoy |y, :
authorized 1o keep in the service of 1
States a lorce of not less than thirt
sixXty regiments of soldiers.
ed under the following rules and regulationg .
1. Each regiment which Las net beey, alre,
ized shall conform in its organization iy
the ru'es and regulations of the Uonfede
to the number and kind of officers, o
officcrs and privates which it may contyj, o
regimen's shall be infantry, cavalry, riflay, o« The g,
b ists, as the Governor may determine, pyg he Lr il
power to esuse the same to be armed qy (, ',j,","
also suppiied until ke shall deem them p:...j il dy
ter the Confederate sefvice, and ehall 1) [L 2 g
for such service ; and all sums of mopey m.; \
that purpose, he shall have power u—."]ruwt'[i'“:} i 8
Publie ireusury ; Provided -it shall be 11, .ju;.”"“
Gaverner 10 make -arrangements at the r-.L-r.i!‘-['l o
cable day, with the Confederate Staies 14 o o
and subsiet such troops as may be raised 4, 4, 70 §
of the said Confederate States while bijpy .=
for such eervice, at the expense of gui] ~*.'.'.”" /
States, nnder such rules and regulations g ]'.'."l' ro
seribed for the government of the Confaderys,” _l.
2. I'be troops now in service for thies {,:.;_‘:"-'
war sball be deemed a portien of said ;‘n;-}-_“ el
raising the remainder, the countics of thejy o -
at the time of their eslistment, shall have ¢ I.h,"" \
same, ) Bl
3. All enlistments shall be for two yeare. p,
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however, "That persons heretofore in seryine s

credit for the time they have actually re; '.".1!.. s 5
4. The Governor shall require each Copyyi, © . &

service, on or before the tavay. o

_ day of — g
the Adjutant General a list of all the officers .

under his command, with the county of the yoom,,. S ha
each at the time of his ebtry into servie, -%.-.'-:;'

5. The Governor shall require ench comman:, S
cer ofa regiment, battalion or independent cop,, iy &
volunteers tor 12 months, to bave (e i

distributed
command, the terms proposed by the (onf :ll o
and this State for veluntary re-eulistment (1.
having been printed and farnighed to said cony,
by order of the Governor.) and five days ulier &
tribution, to take a list of el such officers and yyic .
a8 are willing tore-enlist, and return the suye 1,
Adjatant General’s office, and the signatuses of 1), .
sous re-enlisticg shall be as binding as if they |y |
re-mustered @to service, o
6. Veluateer compunies now in service, eyl
may retain their present organization or re-org
their option,

7. Volunteers se-enlisting not by campanies, ¢
thrown into companies, and proceed to elcet |
pany commissioned officers, who shall be o
by the Governor.

8. Should a sullicient number of tro8ps net |,
de. edginder the foregoing provisions, the Governor «
call upon the ¢ unties to furpish either by vo'u \tGin
or drafting the necessary number of troops,” pecon),
to white populution, (alter erediting them with the
troops already ia service for three years or the wo
their volunteers auder this OI'l'liljilllL'-:‘} to ecomyletp |
respective quotss. '
9. The drafts shall be mace from the entive i
population of the several cmmiiﬁl, between the gre
15 and 45, (with the exception of the exemntions!
inafter specified,) and each captain’s district
credited with the number it has farni

ise

Muiis

1

t't?'},u.'n‘_ vinns i

te : Provided, however, That in each county dealt -
unmarried men shall be ficst exhausted
ricd wen shall be made

IJ' ore thie
liable to the same: 1.
vided further, That it may be lawful for auy
drafied to tender to the commauder of the reeimi
substitute for himself, if be desires so to do, and if &
substitute is received by said cemmander, the en
dratted shall be exeused from going into wetual s
and sball return to the hody of the militia.

10. The Adjutant General shall accompany cae
upon a county lor its quota, with a Hst of sl the v
teers from said connty, officers and privates, wso Lo
failed to re-enlist, and the same shall be embodivg w
the militia and be subject to draft as other citizeys
the Stare : Provided, however, bat when dralt
shall only be riquired to serve for twe years, |
the tine they bave been in actual service. -
11. The Goversor shall throw into compui
persons drafted duder the provisions of this ordioun
antl appoint over them the necessary comu
oflicers

12. All field officers shall be appointed by the Gos
ernor, by snd with the cunsent of a board of oue |
each judicial distriel in the State, to be chosen by
Convention. ‘
13- Alter the original organiz:tion, all vaeanci
shall be filled by promotion, according to grude av!
seniority, except in case of disability or incomperency
Provided however, "That the Governor be anthorizad |
depart from the preseribed rule, where any person me
be egpecially distinguished by his commanding ¢
lor great merit or some signal act of military shill o
I,‘H'"l WEss,

Int

Lild "-

ad,
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14. The followivg persdus ehall be exempt fra
dratt : All ministers of the gospel, the officers, judic
and executive, of the Confederate States, the Judees
the Sujreme and Fuperior Courts, the Scerelury

Stat+, Comptrolier, Treasurer, High Sherifls, all

necessary employees of Railvoad companies, all telesrs;
operators, all stage drivers and mail carviers employ
in carrying the Uonlederate States’ mail, one exp.ric
ed practicing pbysician jor every thousand of the

gregate population, (10 be decided by lot)) the e
tendent, assistant  physician, and pecessary attendaut

e o
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of the Insane Asylam.

= . From the Norfolk Day Book, 14th ins!
SECOND NoRta Caronisa Barrarios ar R

VMIAS
3T AN P 7 : '
[sraxp.—In a eonversation yesterday with Quarte

master A. 11, Shutord, of Col. Green’s Second Nor |

’

Carolina Battalion, who made his escape from Roa
island, we gleaned the following account of the pu

‘The Buttalion, consisting of about 600 men, al

in Porismoath, from Wilmington, on Sunday 1
werk, snd procesded to Norfolk, !
until. Wednesday =hout noon, at which time they i
barked on beard schooners and barges and started |
way of the canal for Roanoke Island.

They remained |

Owing te detentidus on the way, over which they L

When abont 40
med: 8

J
i

-

yogition in which they were placed, bat on the eontrar
eemed willing to face even greater danger in order !

|

hGI‘i',' and on reaching it, immediately threw thems:|
nto lize and opened fire on the foe.
In a conple of hour2sll the men had landed, and s

fouod their way to the hottest of the fight. After firirs
several ronnds, bowever—which had a telling effeet u
on the enemy—1they were ordered to desist, as the leland
had been surrendered.
firing of the Battalion the enemy  were seen to drop
down like sheep; and at one time so great wus tio
slanghter, that the foe hoisted a white flag as a £iz
of distress, which was promptly noticed by their fiie

It is related that during the

nd a regiment of Zouaves immediately sent to ther
uceor. After being inforraed that the Is'and had br

Although sorry to _record the capture of (ol

Green and the brave men under Lim, it gives us g
satisfaction to state that their commissary stores, vals
at $30,000, were saved throuzh the exertions of ()
termaster Shaford, to whose care they were entro-!
All the tents, equippage, &e., &c, belonging (o 1!
Battalion, excepting one or two trunks belonging 10
private parties, was also saved, together with severnl
fiue horscs belonging to the Staff.

I'he loss of the Battalion in killed and wo;mdcd wad
ery small.

We should have stated that on the arrival o

He was informed that ti” ¥

t‘ refurned at once and ordercd

A Groriovs Exanrre.—Captain Edelin's company:

of the 1st Maryland regiment, now in Richmond, bav®
1el'nquished their furlough and volanteered to procee!
o North Caroliva to meet the Burnside expedition. - |
They leave for Goldsboro’ in the cars this morning. 15
company had

my.

done, Marylan:

g‘riviously re-enlisted for the war. Wol
Richmond Dispatchy 14th ingt.




