" CJNFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA.
WILMINGTON, N. C., SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 1863.
e

The Eituation. -

There are many conflicting reports with reference to
the pumbers, movements and intentions of the enemy
$n the Eastern part of the State, and some of these re-

ports are evidently sensational. For instance we were
amused this morning by finding an interior cotempary
* . just at hand, parading tbe following flau.ing captions :—
« From Wilmington, N. O.”—*The Fight Com-
menced.”—¢ The Fleet attacks Fort Caswell.”—“ AD
Important Ramour.”—This is all introductory of a dis-
dated Charleston, Jan. 14th, and the whole ia
predicated vpon the fact that the wusual blockakers
threw a few shell ashore, a not unusual circamstance.—
The “important Rumour” is in tbe words follow-
ing :—* Passengers by the mornicg’s train stute that
it was reported that four of the epemy’s vessels bad
pessed the Fort” 'This is all pews to us bere, that
_eveo such a thiog wes thought of. We can assure our
cotemporarics of the Associated Press, that anything
really occurriog in the Cape Fear District will be
promptly commauvicated, where pot incompatible with
the interests of the public serviee. They need not de
perd vjon reports of prssepgera reccived wvia Charles-
ton, or ¢ny otber peint. -

It is cettled that the enemy has a heavy force in the
Eesstcrn pert of this State, muicly coneentrated aronnd
Newbern, aud between that point and Beaunfort Har-
bor ; and that the icdications are, that Wilmiogton,
Goldsboro’ and other points are threateoed. What the
bostile torce i, or wio is to commend it, or tbet Bur-
LER i¢ 10 have saything to do with it, are all open qaes
tivps wbich time only can sdlve. There is one thiog
certain, however. Wge may expect to bear thund.r all
alorg our seaboard, now that the campaign in North-
ern Virgivia mey be esid 10 bave closed for the season.
We must be watchin', firm, but neitber too apprehen-
sive, por 100 geli-confident ; and we may induige a rea
sorable trust that all will yet be well, aod the town be
sale

Tux U 8. Steamer Columbia, commander Cours-
xeY. 12 «fficere 20d 28 men. ashore at Masonboro® In-
le!, surrevdered to Col. Lamp yesterday. Col. Laws

kept il fcar blogaders that bal come up to the Co |

lombia's assistance. lhe pris.pers are expected bere

to-duy.
St ce writing the above we have received the foliow-
ing «fficial particulars of the capture of the Columbia :
Fort FisuER, Jan. 17th, 1863.
The U. 8. Steamer “ Columobia,” earrying 7 guos,
Commauder Coutchory, grounded «ff Masonboro’
Souud on Weddesdoy night last. Oo Thursday the
Commsndirg Utlicer of Fort Fisher carried one gun
and a detachment ol cavealry aod infantry to capture ber.
On Friday at 7 o'clock, A. M, two shots were fired
when the steamer hoisted a white flug. About 40
risoners have been takens After the surrender several
locked ra came up, but were promptly driven
off But one boat was l«ft ¢a the ship, end owing to
the delsy causid by firing of the sho e battery which
did not perceive or respect the white flag, all the pris

: Bat earzest
fcr peace, aad great o8 bave as
bave been sacrifices and sufferings daring the war,

n erably fixed, to endure any
mkiﬁ!_ aud continue any sacrifices, however proloog-
ed, until their right to ull-gcvwnt-ndtgom
eignty and ol these States shall have been
triumphantly cate? and firmly established.

In this connestion, the occasion seems not ansuitable

e g o et Srma g B s
tr wers of since the separ-

ation of these States the former Union.

Four of ﬂ;dSt;m now members of the Conf
were recogni y name as independent sovereignties
in a treaty of peace, concluded in the year 1783, with
one of the two great maritime powers of Western Eu-
rope, and bad been, prior to that period, allies in war of
the other. In the year 1778 they formed a Union with
nipe other States upder articles of Confederation. Dis
eatisfied with that Ugion, three of them, Virginia, South
Carolina and Georgia, together with eight of the States
now members of the United States, seceded from it in
1789, and these eleven secediog States formed a second
union, although by the terms of the Articles of QCoofed-
eration express provision was made that tte first union
should be perpetual. Their right to secede, potwith-
standing this provision, was neither contested by the
' States from which they separated, nor made the sub j=ct
| o! discussion with any third power. When, at a later
period, North Carolina acceded to that second ubion,
and when, still later, the other seven States, now mem
L ers of this Confederacy, became slso members ot the
| same Unpion, it was upon tbe recogniz:d footing of equal
aod independent sovereignties, nor had it then entered
into the minds of men that sovereign States conld be
compelled, by force, to remain members of a confedera-
tion into which they bad entered of their own free will,
if, at a subsrquent period, the defense of their safety
and hooor should, in their jundgment, jastity withdrawal!
I'be experieace of the past had evioced the futility ol
any renuuciation of such inherent rights, and accord-
wgly the provision for pepetuity ¢ ntaived 1o the Arti-
cle® of Contederation of 1778 was omitted in the Con-
stitution of 1789. Whea, toerefore, in 1861, eleven of
the States again thought proper, for reasons satisiactor
‘0 themsclves, to secede from the eecond unior;, and 10
| torm & third ove uonder an amend-d coostitation, they
{ exercised a right wh ch, be og inbere-t, req1ired no j 18
ufication %o toreign natious, end which utervativual
iuw id cot permit them 10 question. ‘I be usagea of io-
iercoarse between patione do, bowever, require that of-
| ficiul communication be mede o friendly powers of all
\wrgavic chaoges in the coostitation of States, and there '
| wag obvious propriety io giviog prompt assurand: of
 our desire to continue am'cahle relations with all wan- |
' kind. It was under the influence of these consid ratiovs
ruat your predec: ssors, the provisional government, took
| early messures lor sending to Europe Commissioners
cowrged with the daty of visiting the capitals of the
difl :rent powers, and makiog arrdogements for the open-
ing of more formal diplom-tie intercourse.

Prior, however, to the arrival abroad of thoss Com-
missiopers, the United States badtommenced hostilities
agaiost the Coatederacy by despatchirg a secret expe-
dition for tLec reinforcement of Fort Samter, after an
¢xXpreed promise to the cootrary, and with a duplicity
whizh bas been fully unveiled in a former message.—
i'bey bad also addressed communpications to the d.fer-
ent Cabinets of Eurcope, in which they assumed the at-
itude of being scvereign over this Confederacy, alleg-
ing tbat these independent States were in rebeliion
against the remaining States of the Union, and threat-
ening Euorope with mavifestations of their displeasure if
it should treat the Confederate States as having aa in-

dependent existeace. It soon becume known that these

overs were not landed “till to-day, with eome valuable | pretensions were not considered abroad to be as absurd as

Blores.

| they

were koown to be at home, nor bhad Eurcpe yet

The « Columbia ” is a splendid Iron Steamer, built | learned ‘what reliance was to be placed on the official

to run the blockade, sn wna captured by the ** Tasca-
rora,” on her firmt trip to Charleston. ‘1his is her first
cruise as a War Steamer. -

Comymr=ary — We learn that N. W. Scaexck. E=q,
of Wilmirgton, bas been appointed to fill the vacaney
in the offi*e «f Commissary, cceasioned by the resigna-
tion of Cept. Hesey M. Drase. Mr or
rather, as we tiboo'd now say, Captain ScHENCE, i3 fa-
miliar with the duties of the position, e3 well as with
the various operations of the Department, baving been
employed in the business of the Commissary’s cfice
from tpe first. Jie is an exceclient bosiness man, and
will, no doubt, make a good Commissary.

o CHENCEK,

‘Wi learn that on the night of the 12th iost., Mr.
Wik Sears, of the 25th 8. C. (Entew) regiment, was
severely ipjured in the leg just below the kuee, by
stambling (probably in the dark) over the broken frag-
ments of a large rifled cannon, lying near the Wilming-
ton & Weldon I&. R. Depot. His koee came with
great force on ihe rail, causing ibe injury alluded to.—
The cannon is the one exploded at Fort Caswell, we
think.

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENKRT.
To the Senate and House of Represenialives
of the Confederate States :

At the date of your last adjournment the preparations
of the enemy for farther bostilities bad assumed so me-
nacing ao aspect as to exciie ip some micds apprehen-
sion ol our ebility (o meet them with suflicient prompt-
pess to avoid serious reverses. These preparations were
completed shortly alter your departure fiom the seat of
government, aud the ermies of the Unpited States made
sicultancous sdvance on our frontiers, on the western
rive:s and oo the Atluplic coast in masses so great gs
toeviace their bope of overbearing all resistance by mere
weight of cumbers. I'v's bape, however, like those pre-
vivusly enteriaiced by our focs, bus vavished. In Vir-
gina, their fourth attempt at iovasion by armies whose
assured success was coufil-utly predicted, bas met with
decisive repulse. Oar poble d:fenders, ander the con-
suminute le.ulersh'l&) of their geperal, bave again, at
Federick:-burg, ivllicted oo the forces under General
Burnside the like disesirons overthrew as bad been
viously suflered by the successive invading armies com-
maoaded by Geoerals McDowell, MeClelian and Pope.

In the West cbiimate Latties have been fonght with ‘

varyieg foriones, marked by frightful carnage on both
giges, but 1be *nvmy’s bopes of decisive resulis have
agasin been baulll d, while at Vicksburg another formi-
dable expeditivn bas bera repulscd wih incousiderable
loss on vur side urd revere damege to the assailing forces.
Oa tbe Atiantic coast the enemy bas been upable to gain
a loo%ing beyoud the protecting shelter of his fleets, and
the cily W Galveston bas just been recovered by our
forcre, whicn cuceeed d oot ooly 'n the cipture of the
garraon but of vne of the enemy's vessels of war, which
was carricd by boarding purties from merchant river
8 eamers. Uur foriill d positions bave every where been
much strengtbescd uud improved, efurding assovince
ol vur abiliny 10 meet, wi-b saceess, the uimost «ffrts
of var eveanes, in spite of the maguitude of their pre-
parstivns lor atlsck.

A review of our history daring the two years of car
Dalivpal ¢x s.euce sff rds smple cause for congratula
tioo sud demsnce tbe m st lervent expression of our
tha: k'uoess 1@ the Alwehty Fathir who bas blessed
our cuuse. W ere just.f.d 1o esserting, with a pride

gurely 10t unbecorivg, teat these Contederate States
bave added avotber to the leasons tanght by bistory lor
the ipstruc'ivn of men ; that they bave afi rd. d anotber
* exawple ol the impossibility of subjugating a people de-
ter.niued o be hree ; aud bave demoostrated that po
superiority of suobers or available resour.es can over-
Cowme the 1esistance offered by such valer in combat,
guch coustavey under suflcring, and such cheerful endur-
ance Ol privation as bave beeo conspicnously displayed
by tbis people in the delerce of their rights and liber-
ties. 'l be aotic:pations with whieh we entered into the
cootest have now ripened into a conviction which is not
only shared with us.by the eommon opivion of peatral
Daloos, but iy evidently forcing itsell upon our enemies
themscivis II we but m=rk 1he bistory of the present
year of regolute preseverance in the path we bave bither.
to pursued ; by vigorons cffort in the development of all
our resources lor defence ; and by the continned exbi-
bition ol the same uufaltering courage in our soldiers
and sble conduct in their leaders as have distinguished
the past, we have every reason to expect that this will
be tbe clusing year of the war. T'e war, which in ita
inception was waged for forciog us back into the Union,
baviog failed to eccomplish that purpose, passed in-
to a sccond stage in which it was attempted to conguer
sad rule these States as dependent provinces. Deleated
in this second design, cur epemies bave evidently enter-
ed upon aoother, which can bave no other purpose than
revevge and thirst for bloed acd plander of private pro-
Eny. But bowever implacable ihey may be, they can

Ve peither the spirit nos the rasourcas required for a
fourth year of a etruzgls ua :heered oy any hope of sac-
cess, kepl aliv: olely tor toe indaigea ce of mercenary
aod wicked passions, aod demwnding 80 exhaustive an
éxpenditure of blood sud moocy as has bitherto been

impoeed (p their people. ‘I'he advent of peacs will be

statements of the Cabinet at Wasaington. The dele-
gation of power granted by these States to the Federal

| Government to represcnt them in foreign intercourse

'bad led Ecrope into a grave error of suppoeging that
| their separate sovereignty and independence had been
merged into one comm.on sovereignty, and bad ceased to
bave a distinet existence. Under the influence of this

| error, which all appeals to reason and historical fact

| were vainly used to dispel, our Commissioners were met
| by the declaration that foreign governments could not
'assume to judge between the couflicting representations
| of the two parties a3 to the true nature of their previous
| mutual relations. ‘I'be governmenta of Great Britain
and France accordingly signified their determination to
covfive themselves to recognizing the self-evident fact of
the existence of & war, and to maintaining a strict neu
trality during its progress. Some of the other powers
of Euarope pursued the same course of policy, and it be-
came apparent that by some understanding, express or
tacit, Europe had decided to leave the initiative in all
action touching the contest on this continent to the two
powers just named, who were recognized to have the
largest 1nterests involved, both by reason of proximity
and of the extent and intimacy of their commercial re-
latiofis with the States engaged in war.

It i3 manifest that the course of action adopted by
Europe, while based on an apparent refusal to deter-
mine the questiop, or to side with either party, was inp
point of fact an actual decision against our rights and
in favor of the groundless pretensions of the United
Stales. It was a refusal to treat us as an independent
government. If we were independent States, the refusal
to eptertain with us the same international intercourse
as was maintained with our enemy was upjust, and was
injurious in its effzcts, whatever may bave been the
motive which prompted it. Neither was it in accord-
ance with the Ligh moral obligations of that interna-
tional code whose chief sanction is the conscieuce of
sovercigns and the public opinion of mankind, that those
emicent powers should decline the performance of a duty
peculiarly incumbent on them, from any apprebeasion
of the consequences to themselves. Ope immediate and
necessary result of their declining the responsibility of a
decision which must bave been adverse to the extrava-
gant pretensions of the United Siates, was the prolon-
gation of hostilities to which our evueinies were thereby
encouraged, and which have resulted in nothing but
scenes of carpage and devastation on this continent, and
of ::isery and suffering on the otber, such as have

PT€ | gcarcely a parallel in history. Had those powers prompt-

| ly admitted our right to be treated as all other inde-
pendeat nations, nooe can deubt that the moral effeet
of such action would aave been to dispel the delusion
awder which the Uunited States bhave persisted in their
eflorts to accomplish oor sabjugation. T'o tbe contin
ned besitation ¢f the eame powers in rendering this ac'
of simple justice towards tbis Uonfederacy is still due
the contivusnce of the calamities which mankind suffprs
from the interrupticn of iie peaceful purewmits, both in
the old and the pew worlda.

There are other matters in which less thai justice bas
been reudered to this people by neutral Europe, and un
due advantage conferred on the aggressvis io a wicked
war. At the inception «1 bostilities the inhabitants o!

tbe Confederacy were almost exclusively agricultorists;
| those of the Uuiled Siates, to a great extent, mechanict
|und merchants. We bad vo commercial marice, while
| their merchant vessels covered the veean. We were
| witbcut & pavy, while they bad poweriul flezts. Th
| advautege which they possessed lor infl cting injury ov
| our coasts and harbors was thas counterbalapced in son e
| measure by the exposure of their commerce to attack
' by private armed vessels. It was koown to Kurope thas
| with'n & very few years pust the United States had
| peremptorily refused to accede to proposals for abolish-

| 1og privateeriog, on the ground, as alleged by them, that
|pations owning powerful fleets would thereby obtain
lf urdne

101 CEeS.

edvantage over thoee possessing initrior naval
Yet po soomer was war fligrant be-
the Confederacy and the Ubpid States.
than the mantime ;powers of Earope issued
orders prohibiting e€ither parly from brioging
priz s into their ports. This prohibition directed with
apparent impartislity against both belligerents, was in

Iween

reality efleciive egast the Coofederate States alone,
tor they slone could find a hostile commerce on the
ocean. Merely nominal against the United States, the
prohibition operated with intense severity on tie Con-
lederacy, by depriving it of the only means of main-
taining, with some approach to equality, its struggle on
the ocean sgainst the crushing superiority of naval
force pussessed by its enemies. The valu2 and efficiency
of the wespon which was thus wrested from our grasp
by the combined action of peutral European powers in
lavor of & pation which professes openly ita intention
of ravaging their commerce by privateers in any future
war, is sirikiogly illustra by the terror inspired
among the cowmercial classes of the United States by
a single cruiser of the Confederacy. Qae pational
steamer commanded by officers and manned by a crew
who are debarred, by the closure of neutral ports, trom
the opportunity of causing captured vessels ta be con-
demnoed in their favor as prizes, has sufficed to double
the rates of marine iosurance in Northern and
consign to forced inaction numbers of Northern vessels.
in addition to tbe direct damage inflicted by captures
at sea. How difficalt, then, to overestimaie the effects
that must bave been uced by the hundreds of pri-
vate armed vessels that would bave s the seas in

baued with joy.  Our efforts 10 avoid the war foroed on |

pursuit of the commerce of our enemy, if the means of

" But it is eapeeially in relation to
ede of oar coast that the policy of _
bas been 80 shaped as to cause the greatest injary fo the
: , sod to couler sigosl advautages on the

aubject. were to be gathered from the writings of emi
pent publicis‘s, the d. cisions of admirdlty courts, inter
pational trea'ies, and tbe usages of nations. Tbe uo-
certainty and doabt which prevailed in reference to the
troe rules of maritimz law, in time of war, resulting
from ' e discordant and ofien couflicting principles an-
nounced from such varied and independent soarces, had
becomne a grievous evil to mankiod. Whether a bleck-
ade was allowabie sgainst a port not invested by land
as we | as by sea ; whetber a blockade was valid by sea
if th¢ iovesting flcet was merely sufficient to render io-
gress to the blockaded port * evidently dspgerous,” or
whether it was fartber required for its legality thar it
ghould be sufficient “really to prevent mccess;” eod
pumerous otber similar questions bad remained doubt-
ful avd undecided.

A1 mated by the highly bonorable desire to put an
end “ to differences of opivion between ueutrals and
belligerents, which may occasion serious diffizultics and
even coufl ¢'s,” (1 quote the cfficial language,) the five
great Powers of Europe, together with Sardinia and
‘T'arkey, adopted, in 1856, the following * solemn decla-
ration "’ of priaciples : _ ,

1. Privateering is, and remaizs abo.i.hea. (

2. The peutral flag covers enemy’s goods, with the |
excep i01 of contraband of war.

3. Neutral goods, with the exception of contraband
of wer, are pot liable to capture under enemy’s flag.

4. Blockad s, in order to be bicndiog, must be ¢ff.c
tive ; that is to say, maintained by a force sufficicnt real-
ly tc prevent ecess to the cosst of the enemy.

Not only did this solemn declsration acn-unce to
the worid the principles to which the signiog powers
agreed to con'orm in [uture wars, but it ¢ ntained a
clanse to which those powers gave immediate ¢fi-¢t,and
which provided that the States, uot parties to the Con-
gress of Purs, shou'd be invi'ed to accede to the de
claration. Uuder this invi'ution every ivdependenet
State i: Earope yielded 18 assent ; ut | a3f, nu icstance
ia kpown 'o ne of arelosal; apd ibe United Siates,
while declining to assent to the prcposition which pro
hibited privateering, declared that tbe thres remaiuing
priccipies were in entire aceordance with therr own
views of in‘erua‘ional law.

No ivstance is keown in history ¢f the adoption of
rulea of public law vnder circumstascs of like solem-
pity, with like upanimity, aud pledging tbe faith of ua-
tions with a sanctity 8o p-culiar.

Woer, thereiore, ths Confederacy was firmed, and |
when céutrai powers, while deferring action on its de- |
mand lor admiesicn into the family of paiions, ree g-f
n'zed it 88 & belligereni power, Great Britaio and Fra .ce
madv in‘ormal proposals about the same time that their |
o~n rights 88 neuirals should be guarantied by cur ac- !
ceding, as belligerents, to the d claration of prioeiplia|
made by the Coogress of Paris.  The riquest was ad- |
drcgsed 10 our sense of jastice, apd therefore met imme-
diate favorable rezpons. in the resolutions of the Fro- |
visioral Congre s ot the 13th August, 1861, by which f
all the principles announced by the Couurcss of Paris
were adopted 23 the guide of our conduct during the !
wsr, with the sole exceptiva of that reistive to
privaieering. As the right 10 mahe wse ol private:ra
was one in which peutral pations bhad, a3 10 the present |
war, no interest ; g¢ it was a ri7bt wbich the United!
Siates bad refosed to abandon and which they remasin-
ed at liberty to employ against ns ; as it was a right of |
which we were giready in actual enjryment, ard which |
we conld not be expected to renouvce firagrante bello |
against an adversary possessing en overwhelming su |
periority of naval foress, it was reserved with euntire |
confidecca that neatral nations could nct fai! to peresive,
that just reason existed for the reservation. Nor wus|
this c¢ocfidence misplaced, for the official documents |
publisbed by the Goveroment, usually called * Blue |
Bocks,” contain the expression of the satisfaction of |
tbat government with the conduct of the cfficiais who |
conducted successfully the celicate business confided to|
their charge. !

These solemn declara ious of prineiple, this- implied |
sgrecment between 1he Confederscy and the two powers |

commitied by the United Statcs with unceasing and |
progressing arrogance duripg the whole period of the
war. Neatral karepe remained passive when the Uni- |
ted States, with a naval force insufficient to blockade, |
effectively, the coast of a sirgle State, proclaimed a pa- |
r blockade of thousands of miles of coast, ex'ending
rom the capes of the Chesapeake to those of Florida,
and encircling the Gualf of Mexico from Key West to
the mouth of the Rio Gravde. Compared with this
monstrous pretension of the United States, the block-
ades kncwn in Listory, under the nemes of the Berlin
and Milan decrees, and the British orders in Council,
in the years 1806 and 1807 siok into insignificance !
Yet those blockades were justified by the powers that
declared them, on the sole ground that they were retal-
iatory ; yet those blockades have since becen condemned
by the publicists of thos: very powers as violations of
international law ; yet those biockades evoked angry
remosstrances from neutral powers amongst whieh the
Unpited States were the most conspicuous ; yet those
blcckades became the chief caunse of the war between
Great Britain aod the Ugited Statesin 1812 ; yet those
blockades were vne of the principel motives that led to
the declaration of the Congress of Paris in 1856, in the
fond bope ¢f imposing an enduring check on the very
abuse of maritime power, which is now repewed by the
Unired States in 1861 and 1862, under circumstances
and with features of aggravated wrong without prece-

by e nation
aropean pawers |

United States. The imporiance of this subjct r« quires |
developmeat. y s S
. Prior to the year 1856, the principles re_ ulatisg this |

| qual 88 we were in mere nuwbers and availible re.

just named, bave teen suffered to remain inoperative | er, the recoilcction of our forbearance onder the griev:
against the menacer eand outrages cn veutral rights, { acces which I have enumerated, may be evoked with

dect in bistory. :

Tbe records of our State Department eontain the
evideace of the repeated and formal remonstrances made
by this government to pentral powers against the re-
cognition of this blockade. It has been shown by evi-
denca not capable of cuniradiction, and which has been
furnished in part by the cfficials of neutral natioos, that
the iew ports of this Coofederacy, before which any
paval torces at all have been stationed, have been io-
vesied so inefficiently that bondreds o! entrics have
bren «ffecetcd into them since the declaration of the |
blockade : that cur enemies bave themseives sdmitied |
the in¢ fiiciency of their blockade in the m: gt Iorvihle(
mancer, by repeated «fizial complaints of the sale, to
us, of goocds contraband of wer, a sale which couid not |
poesibly affect tleir interes:s if their pretended block |
ade was sufficient *“really ta prevent acc:ss to oar
coast ;" that they have gone fariber, und have ai’eged
their inability to render their paper blockade t.i-ctiv-
as the +xcuse fir the odious barbarity of d-stroying the
entravce 10 one of cur barbors by sink.nz vessels load. |
ed with stone in the channel ; that our commerce with |
foreign paticns bas been intercepted, not by theeﬂe--tivel
investment of our portg, nor by the seizare of ships io |
the attemapt to eptes them, but by the capture on the
high seas of nentral vessels by the croisers «f cur ene
mies, whenever supposed to be bound to any poirt nn |
our : xtensive coest, without enquiry whether a s pgle!
viockuding vessel was to be louud at sach point ; ihat
bluckading veeseis huve left the ports at which they |
were stationed for distant expeditions, have been abaen
fur msny dsys and bave retarn«d, without poti e either
of the cessalion or renewal of the nlockade ; in a wo.d |
that every prescription of maritime law, a.d cvery,_rignt |
of peutral pations to trade with a belligerent moder the |
gavction of principles heretofure universslly respected,
have been systematicelly and persistently violated by
the United States. Neatral Europe bas received our
remonsirapces and bas submitied in almost sonbroken
silence to all the wrooge tbat the United Staies have
chosen to icflict on ita commerce. The Cab.nat of |
Great Britain, however, bas pot confined itself to sauch
implied acquiescence in this2 breaches uf international
law as resnits from gimple inaction, bat has io a puy-
lished duspatch of the Necretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, as:omed to muke a change in the principle
epunciated by the Congress of Paris, to which the faith
of tbe British Government was copsidered to be pledg-
ed ; a chaoge too important apd t00 prejadicial to the
interests of the Confederacy to be overlooked, and
against which I have directed solemn protest to be
made, after a vain attempt to obiain satisfactory ex
planations from tue British Government. Ina pab-
lished despatch from her Mej#ty’s Foreign Offive, to
her Minister at Waehingtoo, uoder date cf the 11th
Fgbraary, 1862, occurs the followicg pacsage :

« Her Mejesty’s Government, however, are of opinicn
that assoming that the blockade was duly notified and
also that a pumber of ships is stationed and remairs a?
the entrance of a port sufficient really to prevent access
to it ; or to cieate an evident danger of entering i or |
leaving it, and that these ships do not voluntarily per-
mit ingress or egress, the fact that various =i .ps may
bave saccessfully escaped through it (as in the particu-
lar instance here relerred to) will pot of itsell preven
:lhchblockadahom being an ¢dectual one by internation-
'.IP .

The words which I-have italicised are an addition
made by the British Government of its own authority
to a principle the exact terms of which were settled

with deliberation by the common consent of civilized

' Nothing author:ses the prevision that more decisive
| military operaticns will shortly occur.
| the Inst sdvices received in Burope, the two armies were,

f a blockading force, and by this test the bleckade is|
eff.ctive. “ Acoess is not really prevented” by the|
blockading fleet to the same port, for steamers are con-
tinual'y arriviimd ing, 80 that tried by this
test the blockade is i and invalid. The jus-
tice «f our complaint on this point is 8o menifest as to
leave little room for doubt that further rcflection will
induce the British Goveroment to give us such assar-
ances a8 will effaca the painfol impressions that woald
result from its langnage, if left unexplaived.

From the foregoing remarks you will perceive that
daring nesrly-two years of struggle in which every en-
ergy of our country has been evoled for maintainiog
its very existence, tbe neutral patioos of Earope bave
pursued a policy which nominally impartial bas been
practically most favorable to our enemies and most de-
tr:mental 10 us.

The exercise of the peutral right of refusing eatry
into their ports to prizes taken by both belligerents,
was emioeatly burtfal to the Confederacy. It was stern-
ly asserted and maiotained.

"The exercise of the peutral right of commerce with a
belligerent whose ports are not blockaded by fleets suffi-
cient really to prevent sc tss to them, would bave been
emipently burtful to the Upited States. It was cow-
plaisantly abandoved. ) .

The duty of neutral Stales to receive with cor-
diality end rceogo ze with respect any new confed-
eration that indepecdent States may think preper to
form was too clear 10 admit of denial. but its postpone-
ment was eminently beneficial to ihe Upited States and |
detrimental to the Confederacy. It wes posfpoued.

In this review of oar relations with the peatral pa-
tions of Europe, it has been my porpose to poiat out
distivet!ly thet this Goveromest has po complaial 10/
make that those natious declared their nenrality.  Ind
could neither expect nor desire Tnore.  The complaint is
that the peatraiity has been rather pomipsl than res,
and that recognized nentral rights bave been alt:rnate-
ly ssscrted and waived in such manner a8 to bear with)|
gieat geverity on us, und to coufer signal advanteges
on Gur enemy.

I bave bitkerio rerrained from ualiing to  your atten-
tion thia condition of our relations wiih lorewgn fowers |
or varioua reesong. i be chief of these was the fear
that & stalement of our jost groinds of complaiot
acainst a conia: of policy 8o ipjurious tosour interesis.
might be misconstrued into au appeal for 2id  Uce- |

8 ureea Lo our enemicy, we were cocacicus of powers of
rig gtance, in relarisn to which Earope was incredaloas, |
apd our remonstrauces were therfire pocaliarly Jdable
tc be misuiderstond. Proudly sel -reiian?, the Con-
federacy knowiog fall well the chatacter of the enntes

into which it was forced, with full trost in the superior
qaulities of its population, the superior valor of it sul-
diere, the super.or skill of its Generale, and above all in
the justice of its cause, felt o need to appeal for th
muiutenance of its righ's to other earthly ade, a.d it
began a.d hus contivurd this strugzle with the cilm!
coufidience ever inspired io thre: who with eonscious |
ucas of right can invoke the Divine blessing on their

cause. This confidence has been eo aseured that we|
have never yiclded to degpondency npder defeat, nor do

we feel audae «lation at the present brighter prospeet
of suecesslnl issue to our conteet. It is th refore, be

canse our just grounds of complaint ezn no lunger be
migrcpredented that I lay tbem civarly before you. It
s-¢ms 10 me now proper to give ycu the information,
and a though no imwediate results mey be attained, it
is we!l that trath should be preserved and record-d. I:
is well 1hat those who are to foliow us shouid undesr-
stard the full nature and characier of the tremeadous
cot flict in which the blood of our peuple has been pour-
ed out like water, and in which they he~e russted up-
aided the shoek of boste which would have sufficed to
overthrow many of the powers which by thcir hesita-
ticn in sccordivg cur rights a3 an independent pation
imply doabt of cur ability to maintain our pational €x
ig'ence. 1t may be too, thot if in luture times, vniri-nd-
Iy digcusgions pot pow anticipated shall unfortunately
arise between this Confederacy and sume European pow-

bappy icflaence ir preventing eny serious distarbances
of peacefal relations.

It wou..! not be proper the close my remarks on the
subject of our for-ign relations without a lverting to
the “act that the correspondence between the Cabinets
of Franer fireat Britain and Russia recently published,
indicates a gratifying advance in the appreciation by
those goveroments of the true ioterests of maokind as
involved in the war on this continent. It is to the en-
lightened 1nler of the French pation that the public feel-
ing of Eur.pe isindebted for the first official exhibition
of its sympathy for the sufferings endured by this peo-
ple with €0 much heroism; of its horror at the awful car-
vage with whieh the progress of the war has been mark-
ed, and of its desire for a speedy peace. 'l he clear and
direct intimaticn contained in the language of the French
note, that oar ability te maintain oar independence has
been fully established was not controverted by the an-
gwer of either of the Cabinets to which it was address-
ed. It is indeed difficult to conceive a just grouod for
a lopger delay on this subject after reading the foliow-
ing statement of facts contained in the letter emanating
from the mipister of his Imperial Majesty : “Uhere has
been established, from the very beginning of this war, an
equilibrinm of forces between the beiligerents, which has
since been almost constantly maintained, and, after the
spilling of so muck blood, they are to-day, in this re.
spect, in a situation which has not sensibly changed.—

Accordirg to

on the contrary, in a condition which permitted neither
to hope within a short delar advantages sufficiently
marked to turn the balance definitely. apd to aceelerate
the conelnsion of peace.” As thig government has pever
proficssed the intention of conguerivg the United States,
Lut bas simply ass-rted it abiiity to defend itsell agains!
being corqaered by tbat power, we may safely conclude
that 1he cluims of this Confederacy to its just place in
the iamily of nations cannot long be withheld, after s
fravk and tcrmal an admission of ita capacity to cope,
on equal terms, with i & sggresaive foes, and to main
tain 1tseif eguinst their altempta to obtain decigive re-
ealts by arms.

It is my paicful duty again to inform you ofthe re
newed exeninles of every coneeivahble atrozity commit
ted by the armed forcis of the Upited Staus, at difer-
ent poiuts within the Confederacy, and which must
stemp indelible infamy not conly on the perpetrators,
put ¢n tueir supericrs, who, havicg the pawer to ch cx
these culrsges on humapity, rumercus and well sathen-
ticated a8 1hey bave been, have not yet, in a sivgle ip-
stance of which I am aware, inflicted puaiswent ¢n ghe
wrong-doers  dirce my last communication to you, one
(+ neral diceNeil mordered seven prigovers of war 1o
cud bloud, and the demiand for bis punishment has re
maiced uesatisfied. ‘Ihe goversment of tbe United
Sta'es, altter prumising examination and explanati n in
relation to the charges made sgainst Geperal Bipjaoio
F. Budr, bas, by its suhesqaent sileuce, after repeated
cfforte oo my pari to cbtal some asgwer on 1he subjrc'.
vot oply adwitted his guiit, but sanctioned it by acgai-
esence, end 1 have accordingly brarded thig criminal as
un outlaw and directed his execunion in expistion of
tis crimes if he should fall into the bands of any of our
torces. R cintly I bave received apparentiy authentic
intelligence of anotber General by the pame of Milcoy.
who bus issu-d orders in Western Virginia for the pay
ment of money 10 him by the inhabitants, eccompanied
by the moet savage threais of shooling every recusaat,
peeides burniog bis honse ; and threateniog s milar stro-
cities against any of our citizens who shail fail to betrav

beir conn'ry by giviog him prompt notice of the ap.
pro:ch of auy of our furces, aud this sunj:ct bas also
b-en rubmi‘ted to the saperior militery authorities ol
the United States, with bat faint hope that they will
evioce any disapprobation of the act. Humanity shud-
ders at the appailing atrocities which are being daily
multipiicd unuer the sanction of those who bave ob-
tained temporary possession of power in the United
States and who are fast makiog its once fair name &
by-word of reproach among civilized meo. Not even
+he natural indigoation inspired by this econduet should
m ik : us, bowever 0 upjust, as to attribute to the whole
mass of the people who are subjected to the despotism
ihat now reigns with unbridled licenss in the city of
Washington, a willing acquiesence in its conduct of
the war. There mas: necessarily exist among our ene-
mics, very many, perhaps a mejority, whose bumanity
iecoils from all participation 1 sach atrocities, but
who canoot be held wholly guiltless while permitting
their continuaocce without an effurt at repression.

The public journals of the North bave becea receiv-
ed, contamiog 2 proclamation dated on the fzst diy
of the nt montb, signed by the President of the
United States, in which be orders and declares all slaves
within the ten States of the to be free, ex-
cept such a8 are found within certain districts now oc-
cupied in part by the armed forces of the enemy.

danger encouraged
Wilmington from the presence| al assassination of their masters by the insidious recom-
“mendation “to abstsin from violéuce unless in necessary
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they are . to a gener-
self-defence.” Our own detestation of those who bave
attempted the most excrable meagure recorded in the
bistory of guilt, man, is tempered by profound contempt
for the impotent rage wiich it discloges. 5o far 42 re

the action of this goveroment on such criminals
as may attempt its exe-ution, I confine mysell to ib-
forming you that I shall, unless in your wisdom you
deem some other cour:e more expedient, deliver to the
geveral State suthorities all commiscioned officers of the
Upited States that may hereafter be captured by our
torces in any of the States embraced in the proclamation,
that they may be dealt with in accordance with the
.aws of those States providing for the puvisbment of
criminals engaged in excitit g servile insarrection. The
enlisted soldiers I shail continue to treat as unwiliing
instrumenits in the commission of these crimes, and shal.
direct their disckarze and retera to their homes on the
proper and ususl parole.

In its political aspect, this measure possesses great
gignificance, and to it io this light, I iovite your atten
tion. It effords to our whole pzople the complete and
crowniog proot of the t ue natare of the desigus of the
party which elevated to power the preseot oceupant “of
the Presidential cha'r at Washington, and whieb sought

]

Pl which Las hitherto sastaived their
relivd on to sscure their eaforcement ander the o,
ning uccessities of our situation. Thmammend:n-un'
of the Fearetary to this effect are tem by m"°°'
tiogs for their amelioration, and the subject deser. é‘ﬁ'
coosideration M':Juo:ngr:u. For the perfectio (¢ oﬁf
0 sppropriate mea
rejeoted, and oo this subject the opinions of yr. .
tary merit early atteation. It is gratifying to m:_re-
thai, uoder all the « ffofts and sacrifives of war, th, ,
er, means and resouaces of the Coafederacy for mpo '
cessful prosecation are increasing. Dependence oy "
eign supplies is 1o be deplored, aod should, o f’: i
possible, be obviated by the development agd eq : .
ment of internal resource:, The pecaliar circum-po}
of the couatry, however, render this d:ffi ol ‘n:inm
quire ex'raordivary encouragements and !milifiu to .
granted by the government. Tle embarrassment, s
sultiog from the limited capacity of the railroads tl o
ford transporiation, snd the impossibility of Ull'-l-'ru .
cominart Eﬁ{'g and distributing the Decesgary mpp'm';.'h
the ' rmies render 1ha control of tke roads uuder:; ;
general supervision, acd resort to the power of iy ,--fn:"
ment, military exigencies. While such powers hu‘;em
be _exrrctse{i. they should be guard d by jadicicns 1."
visicns against perversion or abuee, and be, g3 rg»cpl.'P
mended by the Secretary, nnder due regulation o la
I specially recommend in this conpeetion BOMme revig
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to couoéal its purposes by every variety of artful dev.ce,
aud by the perfidicua use of the most solemn snd re-
pea‘ed pl dges cu every poesibié occas on I exiraet,
in this eonueciion, u8 a Bingle e¢xample, the (oliowing
declaration made by Pies dent Lincoln, under the solem
pity ¢f s oath us Chiel Megisiraie of tie Upiwd
States, on the 4ih dMarch, 1861 :

“ Apprehension secms (0 eXxist asmoug thie peopie ol
the 53 utbern Siaies, that by the acerssion of » R-pub.
lican A imigistration, thiir properiy and therwr peace
aud personsl secarity are to be evdarg-red.  There bas
never been uny reasounble caus s for cuch appreteusions
Ludeed, the most ample evidence to the conuary bas all
the while ¢ x's'ed, aud been open to their inspeetion.—
It is fouwd in pearly all the pablished specches of Lim
who noew addresses soun. | do bul quote frow on
ot th e specchig when L declare 1lut | bave no pur
pose, dircetly or ivdireetly, 1o iuterfire with 1he insu-
tution of +lavery 10 he States where it exig's, 1 be
lievz I have no law'ul right to do so; and I bave po
ipelination to d) 66 'l bhose who nominsted and elec ed
m=, did 8o with lull knowledge that 1 had made this and
rasny g'tlar declaratioug, end bed pever recunied them
And, more than \b R, iy placed in toe platfofm for my
acceplance, and #8 a law 1o ibemseives, arcd to me, 1h
clear ard emphane r:solution, whicn I now read

s+ » Re-oloed, That the maioteaavce inviolste «f the vights
of the bintes, sid especiaity the right of @ach histe to ur-
der and ¢nn rel 148 own ¢ome-lic 1WELitntives aceording to
it own juigmen: excla<ively, is essential tothat bel=nce af
powere 01 which the perfection and enduarancs ol our poli-

tical tabric depend : and we denource the lawli 83 jovssion |

by armed furee of the soil of any Blete « r Tanttory, no mat-
ter under what pretex:, a8 amoog the gruvest erim s, "

Nor was this doe eraiion of the waot of power ord's |

positicn to isterfere with oar sociu! eystem confined to
a siate ob peace. Boith beore and siter the seusl
cominencement of hosudities, the Prosident of the Usi
ted Stateg repeated io formal cffizial communienation to
tbe Cabin=ia ¢i Great Britein wod Fravee, that hz was

utteriy withont copgtituiional power 1o do the act which |

be hasjnst committed, end th o poseible evint, wheth-
er the sveession of these Stutes resul ed in the establigh-
ment of a separate Confuderacy er in the resteration of
the Uusion, was thare auy aulherity by virtue of which
he cuuld either restore a disaffected State 1o the Usion
by icrce of arms or make any change 1o any of its in®i-
tutivus, I reler especially for verificatiou of this esser-
sertioa, 10 the despatehes addressed by the Secretary of
State ol the United States under dicection of the Pres-
ident, to the Min'sters of the United Stateg at Iandon
aod Paris, under date of 10th and 223 April, 1861.

‘i'te prople of tuis Copicderacy tien cannot fail to
receiva this proclamation ss the tullest vicdication of
their owa eugacliy in toreseeing the uses to whieh
the dominant pariy in the Uaited States intended
from the begioning to apply their power, nor can
they c2ass Lo remember, with devout
that it is 0 thelwr own vigilapee iu reaigting
first stealthy progress of approachicg despotism, that
they owe their escape irom consequences now & pparent
to the most seeptical. This procamation will bave an-
other salutary cileet 1a calmivg the fears of thoss who
bave gonstaniy evineed the spprebension that this war
wigiit end by some recons'ruction of the old Ugion or
some ren:wal of clos: political relatious wito the Uai-
ted States.  'I'hese fears bave pever been shared by me,
nor have I ever becn able to perceive on what bavis
they could rest. But the proclamation affords the full-
est guarantee of the impossibility of such a result ; it
hes establizbed a state ol things which can lead to but
one of three possible consequences ; the extermination
of the slaves, the exile of the whoie white population
from the Contederacy, or absolute and total separaticn
of these States irom the United Slates.

This proclamation is also an eulhentic siatement by
the government of the United States o f its inability to
subjugate the Scuth by fcree of arms, and es such must
be accepled by peutral nations, which esn no longer
find any justification in withhoiding our just ciaims to
formal recognition. 1 i3 also in efiect un intimaticn
to the people of the North that they must prepare to
submii to a separation now become incvitabie, lor that
people are 100 acute not to undurstasd that » restora-
tion of the Union bas been rendered forever impussible
by the adoption of a measure which, from its viry na-
ture, ncither admits of relraction nor can co-exist with
uoion.

Amorg the subj-eia (6 which your atiention will be
specially devoted duriug the present session, you will
02 doubt de:m the adoption of some comprebensive
gsstem of fiuance as beiog of paramount importance —
T'te increasing public debt, the great angmentalion in
the volome of currency with iis pecessary ¢)rocomitant
of extravegant prices lor all articles of c¢ousumptiop,
the want of revenue from a toxation adegaate to sup-
port the pub ie crodit, all usite in admonisning s that
epergetic and wige lvgislution alone can preveut serivus
tmbarrassment i our wooeetary sfisirs It 158 my con-
viction that the people of the Cunlederacy will freely
meet taXation ou a scile adequ:te 10 the maintenance
of the publie ercdit and the esupport of thewr govern.
ment. When each family is secdiog forth its most
precious ones 1o meet eXposare in camp and death in
battle, what ground G4n ihere be 1o dount the disposi-
tion to devote a tithe of 18 ipcoms ard more, il more
be pecessary. 10 provide the goveroment with means
for ensaring the comfort of 1's defenders ? I our epe-
w8 rubmit 1o &an exeige o eviry comnmodity ihy
pruduce and to the dady Lo nee of the tex-gathorer,
with oo bigher moti-e ¢ wo he b« of sueee 3 in tidre

wicked dt&'l_s.liﬂ Hgeliuel U=y Loe =ULTes joa of npwni lHage|
the taxa- |

uess o ibke part of 1his people o sunnt 10
livn n-ceszary [or the suec gs of the'r d lenge s an 1n-

putation u i patriotism that fow will be d spns d '

to make, and that noae cau justify.

'+ he lugis! tivo of your last sers.on islesded o basten
the fuuding of vutstunding Treasory notes Las proved
beneficial w5 showo by the returps annesed to ihe re-
port of the Secretery of the Treasury. Bai it was nei-
wer sufficiently prompt nor far-reaching 1o m2et the
tull extiut of the evil. The passuge of sowe eaaciment,

rari Fiog still factber the policy of 1hat law by figing a |

limi:ation not isier than the 1st Jaly vext to the delay
nllowed for tonding the poite issued prior to the 1st
December, 1862, wi!l, in the opinivn ol the Seerctary,
buve the eflect to withdraw trom circulation peurly th
entire snm iseued previsus to ihe lust named date. I
10 this be edded & revecue from od quate taxation, and
a pegotiaiion of bouds guaravtied proportionastely by
the several States as has already been genervusly pro
posed by some of them in eoacim:nts spontancously
adopted, there is little doubt that we shall sre our fi-
o ‘pees restored to - svund and satistactory eonditien ;

our circalation relieved ol the redundancy now produe- |

uive of 80 maoy mischiels ; and our credit placed oo
guch a basis a8 to relieve us fiom farther anxicty rela-
tive to our resources .or the prozecution of the war,

It is trge that at i's close our debt will be large ; hut
it wiil be due to our own people, and peither the iater-
est por the capital will be exported to distant coan-
tries, impoverishing ours for their benefit. O the re-
turn of peace the untuld wealth which will spring from
our 80il will render the burthen of taxation far less on-
eroas tbuq i8 now suppos:d, cepecially if we tuke into
consideration thac we suall then be irce from the large
and steady drain of our substance to which we were
eubjected in the late Union through the ivstrumentali-
ty ot sectional legislation and protective tariifs.

I recommznd to your earaess attention the whole re-
pert of the Secretary of the Treasury on this important
sabject and trust that your legisiatioa on it will be
laycd no lopger than may bercquired 1o enable
wisdom to devise the proper measures for ensuring the
accomplisbmeat of the objects prcposed.

The operations of the War Department have been in
the main satisfactory. In the report of the Secretary,
herewith submitted, will be found a summary of mavy
memorable successes. They are with justice ascribed,

thankfulpess, |

Ltie |

de- _
yont ' ARRIVAL.—Captain 8. Winthrop, a young ¢

ioo of the exemption law of the last session. Nerig,,
complaints bave resched me of the inequality of 1s o;;
[t!‘d”f'n from ewineot and patriotic ¢:1izens, whose op
| one merit great coosideration, end I trust that jn.
mear® wili be devised ior leaving et home g auiﬁ;-‘;. ,';
local police without making discriminations, alwyys o
be deprecated, bet ween diflerent clasces of our cing ia
Our relations wiih the Indians gencraliy coutivge
be ftiendly. A portion of the Cherokee people 1.,
assumed yn at itade hosti'e to the Confederato 1,',,‘:;','it_
| meat ; hut it is gratifyiog 10 be able 10 state thy .,
| wass of o e'ligence aud worth in that pation hyve 4,
| marncd true and loyal to their trea'y engagem: s
| With this exeception, there bave bren no imporiay,
| stancee of dissfl: etion smong sry of the friend!y ug ig.
and tribeg. Discatisfuction recently manifised o
| among eertain portious of them ; but this resulted (a,
| & misapprebension of the inteutions of the Gov. ryge
(in their b balf ¥ bis has been removed and no [y
!mﬁi ulty is anticipated '
| 'nic Report of 1ke Secretary of the Navy herewis
transmitted exhibits the progrcss mede in thi~ bry .
of the public svivies since y ur adjournment ua well .,
; 18 present copdition. ‘I be details embraced ip ¢
| ol guch 8 natare o8 toreod r it, in my opivion, ineo
| patible with the pub'ic interests, that they shog'd b
{ published with this message. I therelore cogfige e
| aeil 1o 1 viting your attention 10 the iuformation ther,
1o contained
| The Reprt of the Postmaster Generel thows 11,
| during the first postal year uoder our Goveryment, 1o
minating on the 30th of Juwve last, our revenues wers
vxeces of 1hose received by the former Goverpmen o,
its l+et postul year, while the expenacs were greatly (s
| ereascd. T here is 8til), however, a considerable d. £
| in the r. vennes of the Departmeat ag compared with ity
experss, snd although the graots already made fion
the geveral Treasury will suffice to cover all liubilitus
to the close of the fi-cal year, ending on the 30/h Juye
next, I recommend some legislation, if any can be oy
s'itetiorally de¢~ised, for siding the revenues of that
Depar'ment during the ensuing fiscal year, in order 1
avoid too g cot a redandance of postal tacilities. Yo
attcntion is elso invited to numerous other impros:
ments i the eervice recommended in the report, anc fir
| wbich legisiation is required.

| . I reevmmend to tbe Congress to devise a propr
i mode of relief to those of our citizens whose prope; s
has been destroy by order of the Goveroment i por.
suane:of a policy vlopted as & means of pational d
{fence. It 18 * +:that full indemoity cannot now be
wade, bt gon:  measure of relief is due to those patri
otic cit'zens who have boroe private loss for (he public
good, whose property in efl.ct bas been taken for pubii
use, though ot directly appropriated.

Qur Government, born ot the gpirit of freedom an
of the equality and independence of the States could no:
bhive swvived s selfish or jealous disposition making
|esch only careful of its own interest or safety Tu
fate of the Confederacy uuder tbe blessing of Divine
Providence depends upon the barmony, energy aod vo
|ty of the States, It especially devolves on you, thii
repeesentatives, as far aa practicable, to reform abuss
to corvect errors, to caltivate fraternity aod to sustiy
in the peop'e’ & just confidence in ibe Government
the r chioice. 'T'c that confidence and to the uvnity s
sclf-gacrificing patriotism hitherto displayed is du: b
success which bas marked the unequal contest, sud ta
brought our country into a condition at the press!
time such as the most sanguine would not have vestur
ed to predict at the commencement of our struggle.~
Oar srmies are larger, better disciplined and more the
roughly urmed snd equipped than &t any previoos pei
od of tte war. The energies of a whele natioa, deve
ted to the single object of success in this war, have a
complished marvels, and many of our trials have, by »
benifizent Providence, been converted into blessings —

‘e magunitule of the perilsa which we encouantered bure
developed the true qnalities and illustrated the beroic
character of cur people, thus gaining for the Coofeders-
¢y Irom its birth a just appreciation from the other oe:
tions of the earth.  The injariea resulting from the ic
terraption of foreign commerce have received compec
gation by tbe development of our internal resources —
Cannon crown our fortresses that were cast from !
products of mines opened and (urnaces built daring 1
war. Qur mountaio caves yield much of the pitre ot
the manulactare of powder and promise incress: of pre
dact. From oar own foundries and laboratories ; fron
our own armories and workshops we derive, in a gresl
measare, the warlike material, the ordoance and or
nance stores which are expended g0 profusely in the oo
merous acd desperate engagements that rapidly sucoed
each otber. Cotton and woollen falrics, sh.es aud har
ness, waugons and gun earriages are produced in dalj
increasivg quanities by the factories sprioging into ex
istence.  Qar fi:lds, no longer whitened ny cotton Ll
csnnot be exported, are devoted to the productiou o
cereals and e growth of stock lormerly purchused wit
the proeocds of catton. ‘

L]

In the homes ol our nohle «0
d>voied women, without whose sablime sacrifices o'
success wouli bave veen impossible, the noise ol 14
inom snd of the spioning wheei may be heard throogt
out the lund. With hearts swelling with gratitode
as then join in returning thaoks to God and in besech
g the contivmunce of bis protecting care over oo
cause and the restoration of prace with its meniild
nlessings to oar beloved country.
JEFFERSON DAVIS.

| Ricamonp, January 12, 1863.

For tha Joarns!

Litrue River, Jav. 8 b, 1865
| Vizsses Eptroes i—Detwr Sus—A little sfler 06
cusred bere luet Moondey vighbt that created considers
| ole sen=ation io this region, and, perhaps, wouid i€/
ieresting to some of your readers. Some fve @/
from the bar, 2t the mouth of Little River, lay '
schooners Argile and Jumis Bailey, hoth bavicg comt
1a to Little River through the blockade end bsvis§
loaded for some foreign port. The blockaders, b8
| veen informed by some rupawsy negroes of the &0
| tica of these vessels, determined o burp them; s¢V™
ingly, just afier dark on Monday mght, the s ol'oe
<hore, ut a place called the Port, observed three U8
loaded with armed men going up the river, acd fired €
them. ‘They immediately came on shore whete '
gentinel hed fired. )
Oupt. Galioway, with a part of his company, (37°%
teen men,) were at their place of enc-.mpm:_x,t' e
back, and being arcused by the gan of the sentint’, P
ou their implements of war and gtarted out e
lating that the object of the blockaders was 1o dmlr"l..
the vesscls, Uapt. Gallowsy took bis men up the {‘I
| 20 & place where the Federels must pass cloee to 10
and waited for them, Soon the boats eame alovg. 87
Iat. the proper time, the command to fire was giveo, ¥
into them went the sbot trom Capt. Galloway's ¢~
The Federals returned the fire sod exchavged 890
twenty rcunds, whea they started back for the biots
ader in hot baste. The only damage to Capt. %
loway and men was that Uapt. Galloway was e
preast, bat the wouad was slight, and one ma? hed g
boot shot throngh. It is thought from the scresm*®
groans, that considerable execution was dove 0%
Federals. We all bere feel under deep nbhga“lﬂf"]l“'_P
Capt. Galloway and his brave Coast Goard, eV
also feel very much safer from the thieviog, an-e.';\:
raids of the ensmy in this quarter than we did bel'™

Very respectiull .
Yy sUBSCRIBER

distinetion, and late of the British srmy, ba
this eity by s late arrival at & Confederate POl
taken rocms at thc Charleston Hotel. He ipienct
three brother offi. ers who are e ed to follow bioh
offer their services to the Southern Coufedersey.
Charlssion Coure’
.
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