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NOTES OS THE SITUATION.THE WILMINGTON JOURNAL the official announcement of the supreme
authority in the State, and this arraign,-me-nt

can only be made in order to annoy
peaceful citizens and endeavor to frighten
timid and ignorant persons from exercis

' V - From the Baleigh Standard.
THE CONFISCATION 'A5D SEQUESTRA-

TION ACTS OP THE CONFEDERATE
." S T A. T E S .

OriNION OF CHIEF JUSTICE CHASE.

SHOKTKTDGE et al VS. MACON.

This is an action for the recovery of the
amount of a promissory note for interest.

There is no question of the liability of
the defendant to the demand of the plain-

tiffs, unless he is excused by coerced pay-
ment of the note sued upon under an act of
the self-style- d Confederate Congress, passed
August COth, 1861, entitled " an act for the
sequestration of the estate of alien enemies,"
and an amendatory act passed February
loth, 1S02.

It is admitted that the plaintiffs were cit-

izens of Pennsylvania ; that the defendant
North Carolina that thewn :i citizen of :

civil conflicts, and prevent the frightfnl
evils of mutual reprisals and retaliations
They establish no rights except during thewar.

And it is true that when war ceases andthe authority of the regular government is
fully the penalties ol violated
law are seldom inflicted upon many.

Wise governments never forget that the
criminality of individuals is not always or
often equal to that of the acts committed
by the organization with which they are
connected. Many are carried into rebel-
lion by sincere though mistaken convic-
tions ; or hurried along by excitements due
to social and State sympathies, and even
by the compulsion of a

'
public opinion nottheir own.

When the strife of arms is over, suchgovernments, therefore, exercising still
their political discretion, address themselves
mainly to the work of conciliation and res-
toration, and exert the prerogative of mer-
cy, rather than that of justice. Complete
remission is usually extended to large class-
es by amnesty or other exercise of legisla-
tive or executive authority, and individu-
als included in thesa classes with some ex-
ceptions of the greatest offenders, are ab-
solved by pardon, either absolutely or

swerable opinion of the Attorney General,
we do not know how long the edicts of Gen
Sickles will remain the law of the State
but until they are revoked by him or some
higher authority, we can safely give assur-

ance on the part of Post Commander and
City authorities, that here they will be
equitably and promptly enforced and con-

scientiously obeyed by our citizens:
EEAiCARTEIiS SeCJOND MliJTABY DISTRICT, f

Charleston, S. C, Juno 17, lbC7. j

In tho execution of Paragraphs VI and VII, of
General Orders No 32, current seriod, Poet Com-
manders will be governed by the fol'owing instruc-
tions:

An Inn i a flace where food and lodging are
provided and furnished for pay to travelers and
eojourners.

Municipal and town authorities may grant to
Inn Keepers licenses to liquors in quantities
less than one gallon to be drank on the premise.
In deter mining the number of such licenses it is
expected that due regard will be observed to the
actual occasion fur tavern accommodation?, so
that no evation of the onb. r be permitted by an
unnecessary increase of the present number of
Inns. In any town where tbis occurs the author-
ity to grant licenses will be revoked and the licon-ee- s

gi anted annulled.
The order does not admit of any construction

extending the privilege to apothecary shops, ice
cream saloons, eating bouses, or other places.

The authorities to whom license money has
been p .id will determine for themselves whether
they will refund to licensees the whole or any part
of the money received for licenses.

The order is operative on and after the date of
its publication. Post Commanders in the exer-- c

se of their discretion may extend the time until

A North Carolinian Brutally Murdered,;
and Ilia Body Burned." .

On Friday night last, a most horrible
murder was committed in Pierce county,
by which a storekeeper was murdered and
his body burned to a crisp. The particu-
lars, as we learned them from a gentleman
in the city on whoso place tho affair occur-
red, are as follows : A gentleman named
W. S. Fylnn, from Washington, North Car-
olina, had emigrated to Station No. 7J-- on
tho Albany & Gulf Railroad about one year
ago, and established himself in a small
grocery business. His conduct up to the
time was commendable, as he had render-
ed himself very popular by. his generous
conduct.

On Friday night last, while sitting in his
store, two negroes entered about 9 o'clock,
informing him that they wished to pur-
chase, lie immediately rose to attend to
their wants, but was confronted by one of
the negroes, named Joe Williams, wlio
seemed to enter into a deep conversation
with him. While no engaged the other ne-

gro, named Grier Jackson, approached from
behind and struck hiia three times on the
back of the head with a hatchet. The man
was killed almost instantly, and 'while the
body lay in its blood upon the floor, the
negroes proceeded to rob the store of its
valuables. Being satisfied with their plun-
der tho body was placed in an upright po-

sition in the chair, and the house immedi-diatel- y

set on fire, after which tho assas-
sins mado good their escape to their quar-
ters. A short time afterwards several ne-

groes came to the fctore for the purpose of
purchasing, and .seeing tho house on 13 re
and the body fitting in the chair they be-

came somewhat reared and iau to the house
of the overseer, informing him of the fact.
Hastily gathering a few of hi.s trusty men,
he repaired to the scene; but just as he
reached it, tho roof and wails fell in, bury-
ing the body of the unfortunate man.

In the morning after the lire had some-
what subsided, the hatchet was found cov
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Lrf-ga- l Juries.
The question as to what constitutes a le-

gal jury, is giving trouble to the Courts in
this State and South Carolina. The recent
action of Judge Basses at Tarboro, is not,
we hope, to be taken as an authoritative pre
cedent orthe course to be. pursued in this
State until such time as the County Courts
shall revise the jury lists of the several
counties in conformity with the order of

General Sickles, or until the points as to
its binding authority, in view of the opin
ion of Mr. Stakbert, are decided.

The position assumed by Judge Moses
in Charleston, a few days ago, comports

much more with what we regard as consis
tent with the duty, dignity and responsi- -

bihty of a judicial officer. In Charleston,
as in Edcrecombe. the jury for the Court

tJ w WW
had been drawn at a previous term, held
before the order of General Sickles was is
Sued, and of course according to old jury
lists wliich contained the names of white
men only. In the Charleston case the Post
Commander sent for the Clerk of the Court
and the Sheriff, and these officers fally and
satisfactorily explained that the venire had
been made out at a term previous to the is-

suing of the order. This fact having been
referred to General Sickles, he expressed
himself as satisfied with the explanation,
but advised a postponement of the Court,
until the full list ofall the tax paying citizens
could be obtained from the Assessor. Sub-

sequently Judge Moses called upon the
District Commander, who also received the
same advice in regard to the postponement.
The Judge, however, declined to adjourn
the Court and proceeded with the business
of the term as usual, and we have not yet
learned that any positive military orders
have been issued interfering with the or-

dinary course of the Court.
Wo can well appreciate the perplexities

and difficulties our Judges labor under in
holding their Courts. Between the Consti-

tution and Laws of the State and the Uni-

ted States, which their oaths compel them
to follow, and the orders of the Military
Commander, which penalties and force
make them observe, it is difficult to steer.
In avoiding Scylla they are in danger of
being lost in Charvbdis.

Under existing circumstances, when the
Stato statute requires that the lists shall be
made up from "taxable freeholders, only
of persons well qualified," and General
Sickles commands tnat "all citizens, as
sessed for taxes, and who shall have paid
taxes for the current year, are qualified to
servo as jurors," our judges should at least
not adjourn their courts when the County
Courts have not revised the jury lists, but
try the cases beforo tho juries legally sum
moned, and reserve all doubts as to their
duties, when juries are summoned in ac-

cordance with tho military order by tho
proper authorities. In times like the pres-

ent, we should not go forward to meet
trouble and encounter difficulties, and our
sworn officers should perform their duties,
and leave to other authority to impede the
course of justice.

Chief Justice Chase paid no more atten-
tion to the order of General Sickles in re-

gard to juries than he did to a former one
staying proceeding in certain cases, and in
his address to tho court, and in numerous
private conversations, openly took a posi-sitio- n

similar to the one contained in the
opinion of tho Attorney General in regard
to the illegality of military orders inter-
fering in tho ordinary administration of
justice, and in enacting and repealing laws
of States. IIe expressed himself as
firmly of the opinion that the President
should not permit District Commanders to
pursue such a course as to make the people
hostile to the plan of reconstruction, and,
to a great measure, defeat the purposes of
Congress. In reference to juries, petit and
grand, ho directed tho Marshal to make no
distinction, on account of color or race,
among persons otherwise qualified to serve,
In accordance with this direction the Mar-
shal summoned only such colored persons as
were " freeholders " and " well qualified."

We hope these difficulties and perplexi
tics will be properly and legally adjusted
beforo our Fall courts commence. Society
is in too disorganized a condition, and va
grancy and crime twin sisters are too
ripe in our midst to delay even for one
term, the courts, tho only legal and real
protection tho upright and honest citizen
has against the indolent and lawless laza
roni who now infest our country.

Registration in Virginia.
Registration under orders from General

Schoiteld, has been progressing for sever
al days in Virginia, and the blood-hound- s

of party, who seem determined to leave no
stone unturned to control the State, have
arraigned two of the prominent citizens of
Richmond before the United States Com-

missioner for perjury, upon the ground
that the Stato Constitution, adopted at
Alexandria during the war, disfranchised
all persons who aided tho "rebellion" af-

ter April 1861, and consequently coming
under that clause of the Reconstruction
Act which exjressly disqualifies from vot-

ing " such as may be disfranchised for par-
ticipation in the rebellion."

This is a shallow and transparent, trick
to frighten the citizens of that State and
prevent them from registering. If it was
true, that under the operation of tho Alex- -

andria Constitution, all persons who had
participated or aided in the war were dis-

franchised, nine-tent- hs of the white citizens
would fall under the objection. In the
first place, the Alexandria Constitution has
been legally amended and the clause dis-
franchising persons for engaging in the
war, stricken out. In the next place, had
it not been amended, the entire State Gov-
ernment has been declared illegal and pro-
visional, and all its laws in conflict with
the Congressional enactments are null and
void. And finally, General Schofield. who
is made the judge of the highest jurisdiction,
has declared in his registration order that
"no one is disfranchised for participation
in tho rebellion, unless he previously held
some one of the offices named," This is

BY HOIT. B. II. HILI.

"Never despair of the Republic," was a
much lauded Roman maxim. Rut maxims
never saved a country, and this one did not
save Rome. She was very great. The
combined world was too weak to harm her.
But she fell fell by her own hands and for
centuries has remained fallen !

If good liberty --loving Americans almost
despair of their country, the events of the
last thirteen years would seem to be suf-

ficient to save them from reproach. Froir,
the repeal ' of the Missouri Compromise
until now, no period in human annals of
thrice the duration exhibits such deception
among leaders, such credulity among the
people, such treachery by rulers and such
energetic self-destructi- on by the nation.

The United States have done more in
these years to weaken confidence in free
institutions, and have inflicted more injury
upon their own people, and created heavi-
er burdens for their children and children's
children, than the united armies and na-
vies of the earth could have accomplished
in fifty years. Before these notes close I
may undertake to show the real causes of
these evils. It is sufficieD t now to say that
from 1851 a spirit which is enmity to the
life of the Constitution has been dominant.
The Government has been in the keeping
of its enemies. We read of a great man I

who, while an infant, was nursed by a woit.
This may have been and may again be pos
sible ; but it never has been and never will
be possible for men of extreme tempers
and opinions to nurse a constitution whoso
only life is mutual concession for the com
mon good.

The Southern people, greatly provoked
and misguided, abandoned the Union to
preserve the Constitution. While the
Northern people, lees provoked but equally
misguided, made war to preserve the
Union, by placing themselves under the
lead of men who were tho bitter, implaca-
ble enemies of the Constitution, and who
were fore-determin- to destroy or reform
it.

After four years of heroic struggle the
Southern people laid down their arms be-
cause they were assured by their enemies
and taught by long trusted but faithless j

counsellors and office-holde- rs among them-
selves, that, by so doing they would be
again in the Union as before. The many
believed this and withdrew their support
and deserted their colors. The few who
disbelieved were overpowered. But more
than two years have passed more than half
the period of the actual conflict and the
Southern people, now thrice deluded, have
not enjoyed the blessings of the Union !

Why ? Because these leaders of the North
true to their original hatred, and per-

fectly logical in that hatred declare tho
Union shall not be restored except upon
terms which practically destroy tho Consti-
tution, and which certainly leave no Union
except one founded in force. And thus fai-
th o Northern people cither have failed to
comprehend, or have consented to sustain
their treachery, and, to give the last devel-
opment of their most remarkable history,
wo seo some of our Southern counsellors,
who urged us into secession as tne oulv
peaceful method of securing our rights
who afterward led us to subjugation as the
only method of escaping military despot-
ism ; now boasting of the great confidence
heretofore reposed in their counsel, ad-
vising us to accept the proposed terms for
a new Union !

With such experience freoh and still in-
creasing, how shall we wonder if true men
doubt, if brave men fear and if good men
despair V

For thirteen years the actual revolution
has been right onward ; and is still on-
ward, lie is stupidly blind who does not
see that the evils before us are far greater
than the evils present and behind us. Our
people have drank bitter cups, but they
are as honey when ompared with the
cups they must drink if the child is not
taken from the wolf ; if the Constitution is
not taken from tho nursing care of those
who hate it ; if the Government shall con-
tinue to be administered by its enemies.

If anything I may say shad tend, how-
ever slightly, to avert the evils which
threaten tho country, I shall not only be
satisfied but happy. I have no party to
serve and no personal ends to accomplish.

I frankly admit my opinions heretofore
have not been accepted by a majority of
the people. I havo never thought that
what the majority believed was, therefore,
true ; or that what the majority did was,
therefore, right. My political life has been
but a struggle against prevailing opinions
and policies. When policies have been
adopted and fixed in spite of my opposi-- ;
tion, I have labored to work good results'
in spito of my convictions that the policies
were unwise. And when I see the ruin
which has been wrought I cannot but re-- :
joice in the recollections that I was not one
of the chosen architects. I do believe the
people have mourned and still mourn only
because wicked men have ruled and still
rule ; and I believe w icked men have been
chosen to rule only because they have made
political issues to foment popular pas
sions, and nave suited their conduct and
opinions to the popular passions so fo
mented.

These notes are, therefore, given to the
public, claiming no title to consideration.
except that they arc written, not to please
that public, but to aid in arresting the
farther progress of a revolution wliich has
been so prolific of ruin in the

.
past,... and

1- - r nwuicn is so ieariuuy pregnant witn ruin
for the future. It may turn out that no
man that no human power can arrest this
revolution. It may be that a change of
government, through an ordeal of anarchy,
is inevitable. But this much every man
can do : He can see to it that, if this de-
struction must come, it shall not owe its
coming to his consent. If th e Constitution
must be violated, it shall not be by him.
If the Government must be subverted, it
shall be the work of others. This, there-
fore, patriotic reader, is all the promise I
exact in advance ; that, whatever others
may do, you will support the Constitution,
and oppose whatever is contrary thereto
for mark this : Whatever else people and
rulers may do, they cannot support or pre-
serve the Government by violating its fun-
damental law.

Painful accounts come from the West of
Ireland, where a winter of unusual security
has been experienced. The London Star
says:

Ominously startling features of the for-
mer famine are already reappearing. Fe-
ver and nakedness, and the palsied look of
hopefulness, accompanied by chronic hun-
ger as of old, while there is the terrible no-
velty of cattle disease, which is so virulent
that the despairing people seldom ever skin
the stricken beasts and sheep, but leave
them unburied where they fall. The im-
minence, of pestilence from this source is
aggravated from the fact thai the carcasses
of pigs dying from the murrain are fed up-
on by the most destitute of the sufferers,
for the price of the two local staples of food,
namely, potatoes and Indian meal, is now
much beyond what the, ordinary miserable
wages of the district would supply. But
even such are no longer beinsr earned.
Employment there is virtualy none. There
is no scope for it, and no means of payment,
the few large landed proprietors have to go
without their rents in great part, if not al-
together. Emigration has been carried to
it3 uttermost limits, and further exodus is
impossible for lack of the wherewithal to
sustain it. .r

A gennine case of cholera has occurred
at NewhTO Indiana.

ing their privilege.
Fortunately no such troubles exist in this

State. No one has been disfranchised, eith
er by State or Federal enactments, simply
for participating or aiding in tho war. To
work disfranchisement in North Carolina
two elements must concur: First, the office
and official oath to support the Constitution
of the United States --.Second, engaging after-

ward in the war. Both must exist to work
disfranchisement, and must happen in the
order of time mentioned. A person who
has held an office and taken the oath to
support the Federal Constitution, and has
not aflericard engaged in the war, is not
disqualified. So, too, a person who has
engaged in the war, but has not before held
an office and taken that oath, is not dis-

qualified.
Our people, therefore, when our District

Commander issues a special order, defining
by name which officers are excluded and
which not, will have no trouble in deciding
upon their own cases, and if registrars will

only regard their oaths' and duties, and not
work in obedience to the orders of caucus
or league, there can possibly be no difficul-

ty here. The duties of the Boards will be
very simple and the rights of the citizen
plain, and registration need not be pro-

tracted or delayed. The good order and
admirable bearing of the people of this
Stato need not be disturbed by unnecessa
ry excitement, and the registration ana tne
election should be conducted with that de
corum and law-abidi- ng character for which
North Carolinians are noted.

All Voted. Aye, Except the Secretary of War,
Who Voted Way."

Wo suppose no one can read the pro
ceedings of the Cabinet meeting, tele-

graphed to and published in our columns
yesterday morning, upon the points raised
by tho Attorney General in construing tho
reconstruction acts of Congress, without
being struck with the humiliating position
into which party drill forced the Secretary of
War. However plain tho proposition, if
its tendency was to enfranchise persons at
the South, solitary and alone, this official
voted in the negative, and only when con-

firming some point establishing a sure dis-

qualification did Mr. Stastox concur with
the other members of the Cabinet. No in-

telligent man can read over these proceed-
ings, whatever may be his political feel-

ings, without coming to the conclusion
that the Secretary of War was wholly and
entirely influenced in his action by what
would benefit the Radical party, and not
what was the interpretation of the act.
Its purpose, not it3 meaning, was probably
better understood by this officer than by
the others. However this may be, the
spectacle is most humiliating to the coun-
try. When men in the highest positions
under the Government make such an un-

worthy and disgraceful exhibition of party
malice and bitterness, acting under the im
portant responsibilities which they did, we
have cause to fear for the ultimate peace
and welfare of tho country. When men
who cannot rise above the petty plottings
of party machinations in settling great
questions of government, directly bearing
upon the liberty, property, and future wel-

fare of ten millions of people, are tolera-
ted, nay, honored by a great party, it is
the surest evidence of the decadence of
that manly spirit and lofty patriotism which
nurtured and sustained those intellectual
giants and noble patriots who have shed
lustre upon the American name and given
grandeur to American institutions.

The President does not seem to be de
terred in the performance of his duty by
the disapproval of his Secretary of War,
but concurs with the other members of his
Cabinet, and will issue his orders in accor
dance therewith. There can really be but
little benefit derived from one party or an
other under the construction given by At-

torney General, as he disfranchises many
oitizens, Jsuch as former Sheriffs, Clerks,
&c, who are permitted to register and vote
under the orders of General Schofield in
Virginia. We can see, however, much
good by having a uniform rule in all the
military districts, as Congress certainly
meant to apply the same rules to all that
reconstruction should be the same in Vir-

ginia and Louisiana, North Carolina and
Mississippi ; but so fearful was Mr. Stak-to-n

that the " rebels " might reap some ad-

vantage by an honest and uniform construc-
tion of the law, that he voted against every
proposition conferring the right of suf-

frage.
The position of Mr. Stanton in this

Cabinet meeting is not very unlike that of
a redoubtable foreman of a petit jury some
years since ia one of our upper counties.
The jury could not agree, and time and
again his Honor Bent them back for fur-

ther consultation, until the patience of both
Judge and jury was worn out. At the
close of the second day's consideration, the
jury for the fifth time came in and asked
to be discharged. The Judge, as a matter
of great precaution, asked the foreman if
there was no possibility of an agreement.
" No sir," promptly and pompously replied
the person addressed, "Judge, there are
eleven of the most obstinate men on this jury
I ever knew." " All voted aye, except the
Secretary of War, who voted nay."

The Liquor Question.
The following explanatory Circular from

General Sickles, in regard to so much o
j

General Order No. 32 as refers to the re
tailing of spirituous liquors in this Military
District, will be read with interest by par-
ties concerned. So far as this Circular
goes, we think it is conceived in a
spirit of fairness and equity; the incurable
fault, however, lies in the original order.
Having been licensed by proper authority,
their abatement by military power cannot
be justified, even with those who may re-

gard retail liquor shops as social and moral
nuisances.

The Circular is important for instruc-
tions contained to govern Post Comman-
ders and municipal authorities, and its ex-

planations contain a sharp rebuke to such
as have licensed . quadruple the ordinary
nniabei ci iaa-keeper- s. Under the unan

note sued upon was made by the defendant
to the plaintiffs ; and that the defendant
was compelled, by proceedings insuturea m
the Courts of the so-calle- d Confederate
States, to pay tho amount due upon it to
the receiver appointed under tJie beques
tration acts.

Upon these facts it is insisted that the
defendant is discharged from his liability
to the plaintiff's. It is claimed that, while
it existed, tho Confederate government was
a de facto government ; that the citizens of
the States which did not recognize its au-

thority were aliens, anTl in time of war,
alien enemies ; that, consequently, the acts
of sequestration were valid acts; and, there-
fore, that payment to a Confederate agent
of debts due to such citizens, if compelled
by proceedings under those acts, relieved
the debtor from all obligations to the origi-
nal creditors.

To maintain these propositions the coun-
sel for the defendant rely upon the deci-
sions of tho Supreme Court of the United
States to tho effect that the late rebellion
was a civil war, in the prosecution of which
belligerent rights were exercised by the
National government and accorded to the
armed forces of the rebel Confederacy; and
upon the decisions of the Stato Courts, du-

ring and after tho close of the American
war for independence, which affirmed the
validity of confiscations and sequestrations
decreed against the property of non-reside- nt

British subjects and the inhabitants of
Colonies or States hostile to the United
Colonies or United States.

But these decisions do not, in our judg-
ment, sustain the propositions in support

, of which they are cited,
j There is no doubt that the State of North
Carolina, by the acts of the Convention of

j May, 18G1 ; by the previous acts of the Gov-- i
ernor of the State; by subsequent acts of all
the departments of the State government;
and by the acts ol the people at the elections
held after May, 1801, set aside ber State
government and Constitution, connected,
under the National Constitution with the
government of the United States; and es-

tablished a new Constitution and govern-
ment connected with another, so-call- ed cen-
tral government, set up in hostility to the
United States; and entered upon a course
of active warfare against the National gov-
ernment. Nor is there any doubt that, by
these acts, the practical relations of North
Carolina to the Union were suspended, and
very serious liabilities incurred by those
who were engaged in them.

But these acts did not effect, even for a
moment the separation of North Carolina
from the Union, any moro than the acts of
an individual who commits grave offences
against the Sh. re by resisting its officers and
defying its authority, separate him from
tho State. Such acts may subject the of
fender even to outlawry, but can discharge
him from no duty nor relieve him from any
responsibility.

The National Constitution declares that
' 4 Treason against the United States shall
consist only in levying war against them or
in adhering to their enemies, giving them
aid and comfort.

The word "only " was used to exclude
from the criminal jurisprudence of the new
Republic the odious doctrines of construc-
tive treason. Its use, however, while lim-
iting the definition to plain overt acts,
brings these acts in conspicuous relief as
being always and in essence, treasonable.

War, therefore, levied against the United
States by citizens of the Republic under
the piotccted authority of tho new State
government of North Carolina or of the
so-call- ed Confederate government which
assumed the title of the " Confederate
States," was treason against the United
States.

. It has been supposed, and by some stren-
uously maintained that the North Carolina
Ordinance of 18(51, which purported to re-
peal the North Carolina Ordinance of 1789,
by which the Constitution of tho United
States was ratified, and to repeal also all
subsequent acts. by which tho assent of
North Carolina was given to amendments
of the Constitution, did iu fact repeal that
Ordinance and those acts, and thereby ab-
solved the people of the State from all ob-
ligation as citizens of the United States and
made it impossible to commit treason by
levying war against tho National govern-
ment.

No elaborate discussion of the theoretical
question thus presented seems now to be
necessary. That question, as a practical
one, is at rest and is not likely to be re-
vived. It is enough to say here, in our
judgment, the answer which it has received
from events, is that which the soundest con-
struction of the Constitution warrants and
requires.

Nor can we agree with some persons, dis-
tinguished by abilities and virtues, who in-
sist when rebellion attains the proportions
and assumes the character of civil war, it is
purged of its treasonable character and
can only be punished by the defeat of its
armies, the disappointment of its hopes,
and the calamities incident to unsuccessful
war.

Courts havo no policy and can exercise
no political powers. They can only declare
the law. On what sound principle, then,
can we say judicially that the levying of
war ceases to be treason when the war be-
comes formidable V that war levied by ten
men or ten hundred, is certainly treason,
but is no longer such when levied by ten
thousand or ten hundred thousand ? that
the armed attempts of a few, attended by
no serious danger to tne Union and sup-
pressed by slight exertions of tho public
force, come, unquestionably, within the
constitutional definition, but attempts by at,; a: i- ii- - r.. rasi comuiiiauoii, controlling several estates,
putting great armies in the field, menacing
with imminent peril the verv lif of the
Republic and demanded immense efforts
ana immense expenditures of treasure and
blood for their defeat and suppression,
swell beyond the boundaries of the defini
tion, and become innocent in tne propor
tion of their enormity ?

But it is s lid that this is the doctrine of
the Supreme Court. We think otherwise.

In modern times it is the usual inractice
of civilized governments attacked by or
ganized and lormidable rebellion, to exer-
cise and concede belligerent rights. In-
stead, under such circumstances, of pun-
ishing rebels when made prisoners in war
as criminals, they agree on cartels for ex-
change and make other mutually'beneficial
arrangements ; and, instead of insisting
upon offensive terms and designations in
intercourse with the Civil or military chiefs,
treat them, as far as possible, without sur-
render of essential principles, like foreign
foes engaged in regular warfare.

But these are concessions made by the
Legislative and Executive departments of
government in the exercise of political dis-
cretion and in the interest ol hrrrnanity, to
znitigfttg yiadictiYO Fas&o&a xsSsm i

phpon conditions prescribed by the govern
ment;.

These principles, common to all civilized
nations, are those which regulated the ac-
tion of tho Government of the United
States during the war of tho rebellion and
have regulated its action since rebellion
laid down its arms.

In somo respects tho forbearance and lib-
erality of the nation exceeded all example.
While hostilities were yet flagrant one act
of Congress practically abolished the death
penalty for treason subsequently committed
and another provided a mode in which cit-
izens of rebel States maintaining a loyal
adhesion to the Union, could recover after
war, the value of their captured or aban-
doned property.

The National Government has steadily
sought to facilitate restoration with ade-
quate guaranties of union, order and equal
rights.

On no occasion, however, and by no act
havo the United States ever renounced
their constitutional jurisdiction over the
whole territory over the citizens of the Re-
public, or conceded to citizens in anrs
against their country the character of alien
enemies, or admitted the existence of any
government de facto, within the bounda-
ries of the Union, hostile to itself.

In tho Prize Cases the Supreme Court
simply asserted the right of tho United
States to treat the insurgents as belliger-
ents, and to claim from foreign nations tho
performance of neutral duties under tho
penalties known to international law. The
decision recognized, also, the fact of the
exercise and concession of belligerent rights
and affirmed, as a necessary consequence,
the proposition that during the war, all tho
inhabitants of tho country controlled by tho
rebellion, and all the inhabitants of tho
country loyal to tho Union were enemies
reciprocally each of the other. But thero
is nothing in that opinion which f,ivcs
countenanco to the doctrine which counsel
endeavor to deduce from it ; that tho in-

surgent States by the act of rebellion and
by levying war against the nation became
foreign States, and their inhabitants alien
enemies.

This proposition being denied, it must
result that in compelling debtors to pay to
receivers, for the support of the rebellion,
debts due to any citizen of the United
States, the insurgent authorities commit-
ted illegal violence, by which no obligation
of debtors to creditors could be cancelled,
or, in any respect, affected.

Nor can the delence in th.-- s case derive
more support from the decisions affirming
the validity of confiscations during tho war
for American Independence.

That war began, doubtless, like tho re-

cent civil war, in rebellion. Had it termi-
nated unsuccessfully, and had English Tri-
bunals subsequently affirmed the validity of
colonial confiscation and sequestration of
British property and debts due to British
subjects, those decisions would be in point.
No student of international law or of his-

tory needs to be informed how impossible
it is that such decisions could havo been
made.

Had the recent rebellion proved success-
ful, and had the validity of the confisca-
tions and sequestrations actually enforced
by tho insurgent authorities been after-
wards questioned in Confederate Courts, it
is not improbable that the decisions of the
State Courts, made during and after the re-

volutionary war, might havo been cited
with approval.

But it hardly needs remark, that those
decisions were made under circumstances
widely differing from those which now exist.

They were made by the Courts of States
which had succeeded in their attempt to
sever their colonial connexion with Great.
Britain, and sanctioned acts which depend-
ed for their validity wholly upon that suc-
cess; and can have no application to act? of
a rebel self styled government, seeking the
severance of constitutional relations of
States to tho Union, but defeated in tho
attempt, and, itself, broken up and de-

stroyed.
Those who engage in rebellion must con-

sider the consequences. If they succeed,
rebellion becomes revolution ; and tho new
government will justify its founders. If
they fail, all their acts hostile to the right-
ful government, are violations of law, and
originate no rights which can be recognized
by the Courts of the Nation whoso author-
ity and existence have been alike assailed.

We hold, therefore, that compulsory pay
ment, under the Sequestration acts, to tho
rebel receiver, of the debt duo to the plain-
tiffs from tho defendant, wras no discharge.

It is claimed, however, that whatever
may be the right of the plaintiff's to re-

cover tho principal debt from the defend-
ant, they cannot recover interest for the
time during which war prevented all com-

munication between the States in which
they respectively resided.

Wo cannot think so. Interest is the law-

ful fruit of principal. Thero are, indeed,
some authorities to the point that interest
which has accrued during war between in-

dependent nations, cannot be afterwards
recovered ; though the debt with other in-

terest may be. But that rule, in our judg-
ment, is applicable only to such wars. Wo
perceive nothing in the act of the 13th
July, 18G1, which suspended for a time all
pacific intercourse between the legal and
insurgent portion of the country, that re-

quires or justifies the application of thr ,t
rule to the case before us. Legal rigl its
could neither be originated nor defeated by
the action of the central authorities of. tho
late rebellion.

Tho plaintiff must have judgment for
the principal interest of his debt, without
deduction.

Sleeting of Congress in July.
We learn that the clerk of the House Jn-dicia- ry

Committee is busily engaged in pre-parin-
g

a report of the evidence taken be-

fore that body on the question of impeach-
ment, in expectancy of a quorum of both
Houses of Congress in July. It is also said
that a portion at. least of that committee
confidently anticipate a session. Other in-

dications point in the same direction, and
show a general belief and desire in extreme
Radical quarters for an immediate assem-

blage of Congress, and ronewed agitation.
National Intelligencer.

A lady in Michigan was stung in the ball

of her ye by a honey bee and died in ten
minutes.

During the past week 142 boats left
with 17H tons

olcoa

the first dav of July next.
The military tribunals constituted by Circular

dated May 15th, 1SG7, from these Headquarters,
will have cognizance of all violations of paragraphs
VI and VJI, of General Orders 32, current series.
The proceedings wiiLbe forwarded by tje Tost
Commander to these Headqx;arters for review and
final action.

Where by law or municipal regulation the pro-
ceeds of licenses are devoted to the maintenance
of common schools open to all without disciiajiua-tio- n

against color or estate, the proceeds of the
licenses now authorized miiy bo applied either to
euch schools or to the support of the poor, in the
discretion of the civil authorities.

All laws or parts of laws or municipal regula-
tions inconsistent with the provisions of General
Orders 3J, or of this Circular aro suspended and
will be deemed and held inoperative.

The authority to revoke licences when drunken-
ness or disorderly conduct is permitted in or
about premises where liquor is sold may bo exer-
cised by Post Commanders or by any magistrate of
the vicinage on proof of the offence.

By command of Major General D. E. Sickles.
J. W. Clous,

Capt. 38th Init., A. IX C. and A. A. A. G.

of the Commissioner of Itticriiul
Revenue.

Commissioner Rollins has very recently
made the following decisions :

1. Section 20 ol the act of March 12, 18u7,
relating to naptha md illuminating oils,
although contained in a statute relating to
internal revenue, bears no such relation to
the public revenue as to call for its inter-
pretation by the officers of internal re-

venue.
2. The non-liabilit- y to special tax of per-

sons as manufacturers, whoso manufactures
do not exceed one thousand dollars per an-
num, docs not extend to those described in
the last part of the paragraph of the act of
June 130, 1807, but each and every person
who is engaged in the manufacture or pre-
paration for sale of any article or com-
pounds, or who puts up lor sale in packa-
ges, with his own namu or trademark theie-on- ,

any articles or compounds, should be
required to pay a special tax as a manufac-
turer.

3. Cut nails and spikes, unit bo manufac-
tured from iron upon which the b-t- of three
dollars per ton has not been leied and
paid, are subject to a tax of live dollars per
ton ; but if manufactured from iron upon
which such tax has been paid, they are sub-
ject to a tax of two dollars per ton only.

1. A check drawn by an individual upon
himself, or drawn upon a bank by its cash-
ier, in his oflicial capacity and in the dis-
charge of bis oilicial duty, is in its legal ef
fect, written or printed, evidence on an
amount of money to be held on demand
or at a time designated, and should be
stamped like a promissory note at the rate
of five cents for each hundred dollars or
fractional part thereof.

5. A foreign bill of exchange or letter of
credit drawn in, but payable out, of tho
United States, if drawn singly or otherwise
than in sets of three or more, according to
the custom of merchants and bankers, is
liable to tho same stamp tax as an inland
bill of exchange that is, if drawn at sight
or on demand, it is liable to a tax of two
cents ; if drawn otherwise than at sight, or
on demand, it should be stamped at the
rate of livo cents for each hundred dollars
or fractional part thereof. Duplicates re-
quire tho same amount of stamps as their
originals.

6. A receipt by endorsement upon a
stamped obligation in acknowledgment of
its fulfilment is exempt from stamp tax.
Fulfilment, as used in this connection in
schedule B is understood to mean comple-
tion, accomplishment, entire fulfilment
No receipt is subject to a stamp tax unless it
is issued. When a receipt for an instal
meat of rent is written upon that part of a
lease held by tho tenant, and is issued to
him, a two cent stamp should bo affixed to
it, if the amount received exceeds twenty
dollars.

7. A policy fee paid in the ordinary man-
ner by the party insured to aii insurance
agent for his services in making a survey
of the premises to be insured is not to bo
included as part of the taxable gross re-
ceipts of premium by the company ; it is,
however, a part of the receipts of the agent,
and should be taken into conside ration in
determining the extent of his liability to
special tax.

8. A pedler who sells gloves or any other
articles in packages as they come from the
manufacturer or wholesale dealer should
pay the special tax of fifty dollars imposed
by the first proviso to paragraph SZ, oi sec
tion 79.

9. The act of June 30, 1SG1, exempted
from taxation tne value of bullion used in
the manufacture of silverware and silver
bullion rolled or prepared for platers' use
exclusively. The act of July 13, 1S6G, ex-

tends the exemption to the " value of bul
lion used in the manufacture of wares
watches, and watch-cases- ." Manufacturers
of silverware, wares, watches, and watch
cases, in making their returns, are entitled
to a deduction of the cost of the bullion
used by them from the gross amount of
their actual sales.

10. The amount paid for the "good-will- "

of a business is capital invested, and not a
loss to bo deducted from income.

11. The expenses of conveyance neces
sarily incurred in traveling from place to
place in the prosecution of business may
be deducted in making a return of income;
but no deductions should be made on ac
count of hotel bills and other expenses of
living.

12. Doors, windows, sash, blinds, &c.t
are exempt from taxation by tho act of
March 2, 1S67 : but the exemption does
not extend to shutters.

A Paris correspondent gwrites : " The
American troupe of riders who have just
arrived in Paris filled two steam vessels.
Each one contained sufficient of men, wo-

men, children, beasts and material to form
a complete company in case the other went
to the bottom a curious trait of prudence,
if a little cold headed and hearted. The
gigantic bills which they have brought with
them, in gigantic chromolithography, have
astonished tho native. The daily expenses
of the troupes are reckoned at 200."

The following curious advertisement ap-
pears in a newspaper of Paris : " Agency
general for international marriages. Hap-
piness guaranteedforayew

The metaphorical soft side of a pineboard
is realized in flannel blankets made from
white pine, which are used in the Vienna
hospitals.

ered with blood. Several of tiie negroes
immediately recognized it as the property
of the negro, Jackson, and qu;-i- being
sent ior lnm, lie, m connection wuu Wil-
liams, were arrested. The negroes on the
place became so enraged at tne affair that
they unanimously declared their intention.
to lynch the party, when Williams, mtimi- -

dated at their threa ts, confessed the who!
crime, implicating uaciison as the murder-
er. To this accusation Jackson remained
silent, resisting with stubborness any at-

tempt to draw the story from him.
The negroes on the place, highly indig-

nant at such conduct, procured a large iron
chain, and placing it around Jackson's neck,
tied him to a green sapling, which they
bent down for the purpose, and after hoist-
ing Jackson about six times into the ait,
he became tired out and finally confessed
his implication in tho murder, alleging as
the cause the prospect of obtaining money.
At the request of Williams a neighboring
branch was searched, and the apron of
Jackson, spotted with blood, was found.
A short distance from the scene of the mur-
der, six dollars in greenbacks were found,
which one of tho party had lost in falling
over a stump.

Notwithstanding the desire of the ne-
groes to execute summary vengeance upon
the assassins, they were brought to Black-shea- r

and placed in jail.
Savannah News and Herald.

'J h Crops.
While discontented politicians are dolor-

ously bewailing the state of financial affairs,
the broad acres of the Union are silently
working out tho wealth of the natior.. Our
strength lies not in frowning fortresses,
noble ships-of-wa- r, lofty capitols echoing
with the buneomb of theoretical politicians,
nor in the first enumeration of dollars, af-
ter the close of an expensive war ; but in
the state of the country's soil, in the fecun-- ;
dity of mellow valleys and sun-lighte- d hill-
sides, as well as in blushing gold mines,
fishing fishing banks and waving forests.
Where the resounding tramp of Avar deso-
lated the fields, peace waves her sceptre,
woven of wheat and corn. Our nation's
glory is not revealed in tho Hash of her
diamonds, in the glitter

.

of her goid, in the
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pink iiowers of the apple and the white-bol-l

of the cotton ; in the blue blossom of
the flax and the golden glow of the corn.

From ail sections of the Union come the
grand tidings that God's earth has not for-
gotten the cry of the millions. The red
battle field is sheeted in white and gold ;
the smoky hill side raises Lev peaceful ban-
ner, and tho desert blossoms as the rose.
The West reports that the wheat crops are
magnificent ; the North that fruit is plen-
tiful : the South that the cotton yield will
be large. No longer shidl we hear that tho
nation fears bankruptcy ; that the coffers
are impoverished. The fruitful fields re-
fute the imputation. Tho fall will bring a
glorious thanksgiving. The God who ga ?c
us peace will also not forget us in our dis-
tress. The seaports shall be thrown open
to foreign buyers. The old world, learn-
ing our success in peace, will send forth
her millions again to supplicate tho pre-
cious soil. The Secretary of war may lay
down his pen and forsake his proclama-
tions. Howell Cobb may continue in his
cotton field. Lee may govern his college.
Grant may lay aside his sword, and, in
18G8, assume the Presidential chair. Tho

" i T1 1 ill i

armies oi xuirope snan oe lea with our corn
and be clothed with our cotton. Over all,
God shall reign Savannah llcpublican.

Cliques of money and stock jobbers and
speculators exist in Ne w York, whose con-
stant caro it is to misrepresent the condi-
tion of the finances and the administration
of the Treasury. They have lately chuckled
over tho prospect that the Treasury would
not be able, without resorting to loans, to
meet the appropriations of Congress, the
interest of the public debt, fcc. They pre-
dicted and hoped tnat the maturing debt
would not bo paid, nor even funded. They
were disappointed in the latter hope, and
will be in the former.

Tho Treasury will be able to meet all
the demands upon it for the current year,
with such resources as it has in the present
surplus, and in the current revenue from
internal and external duties, without a re-
sort to loans or any increase of the public
debt.

The internal revenue cannot be expected
to improve while business is so much de-
pressed as it is at present.

The products of manufactures are much
reduced, and the large amounts of excise
collected from them have fallen off, and
will not be increased until the present over-suppl- y

of many descriptions of goods shall
be taken up.

The means of consumption must be pos-
sessed by the public before the rate of pro-
duction can be increased. There must be
large and abundant, and not merely an
average, crop of wheat, corn and cotton
the present season in order to give a fresh
impetus to commerce and manufactures,
and consequently increase the revenue.

National Intelligencer.

Death of an Old Printer.
On Saturday last Robert McKnight, one

of the oldest printers in the South, if nnf
tho oldest, died in the alms house of Dallas
county, in this State. The Selma Messen-
ger says that Mr. McKnight was born in
South Carolina in 1783, and commenced
learning the 'art preservative of all arts' in
Georgetown, S. C, in 1798, and until with-
in a few years was able, to "work at the
case." He was an honest, and industrious
and good man, and J notwithstanding the
poverty in which he died, was much re-
spected by all who knew him. He was the
father of Major McKnight, better known
as "Asa Eartz," Mobile Tribune,


