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'i‘llE INJUNCTION CASE.
- n‘m . —__'
ION OF THE SUPREMF COURT. =

= DEQIS
THE INJUNCTION SUSTAINED.

VMANY THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS SAVED
T0O THE STATE.

The following telegram was received at
this office yesterday afternoon :
« RarLgicn, N. C., Feb. 19, 1860
¢ Editors Journal :

“ The Supreme Co : _
Ohatham Railroad. The Injunctio

This is an important decision and has
been looked forward tc with great inter-
est for some months. The decision of _tha
Court is in accordance with the Constito-
tion of the State. 1t saves to the Stat'e
many hundred thousands of dollars, and it
affords us much pleasure to record the fa:j-t
here in these columns. We bolic-v:'e t-_hm
paper was the first to denounce the issuing
of the bonds of the State to the Chatham
Railrond, and we rejoice that our efforts
have been seconded by this decision of the
highest tribunal in the State, and the peo-
ple thus relieved of an immense debt and
heavy annual taxation.

We may have more to say iu regard to
this matter hereafter.

art decides adversely to the
n is sustained,”

Accepiance,

Genernl Grant’s Letter of

The general and prevailing opinion of all
newspaper men, rcasonably deduced from
his recent speech, which we published yes-
terday, that General GraxT means to be
enided by his impressions of the general
welfare, independent of all party viewsand
dictation, has suddenly and singularly
been thrown to the ground by no less a
persomage than General GraxT Lhimseif.—
Though many might have been opposed

cally payable in gold was satisfied by the
tender of United States notes. The Su-
preme Court pats this question finally at
rest by deciding that where a party cn'gnge.a
to pay gold, he will be held to fulfil l-ns
engagement; thatthe existing laws authun:?e
two kinds of carrency, gold when gold 18
expressly stipulated, and legal-tender notes
'ewhen nothing is said in the contract n.l;fmt
‘the medium of payment. Thia_decwmn
proclaims to the country that citu?ens are
just as free to make gold the l?asm of all
their money bargains as to continue trans-
actions in legal-tender notes.

The Cuban Insurrec

The latest advices received from Cuba
ascribe to the imsurrection in that island
the most formidable proportions. From
every part of the country the govcrnme'nt-
continues to receive intelligence of upris-
ings and the gathering in force of insur-
gents. The greatest terror prevails, not-

tion.

still continues active measures for the sup
pression of the rebellion. Distrust and
suspicion rests upon almost every one, and

has been revoked and they are required
within the space of four days to deliver up
all arms in their possession to the goveru-
ment. In the Cnzeo mountainsitwo thou-
sand men are said to be waiting the signal
for revolt, and in the distriet of Calon a
large body of insurgents have appeared
under the leadership of Col. Melan, a Mex-
ican officer. Te Trinidad, Matanzas, Nue-
vitas, Puerto Priucipe and everywheie the
revolt scems general. 1In the latter place
provisions are scarce and the iphabitants
aro threatened with fawmine. The prinei-
pal American residents at Cienfuegos ap-
plied for a war vessel for their protection,
but they were answered that one could not
be sent them at present. The city of
IHavana is practically in a state of siege,
but Captain General Dulce seems disin-

in politics, yet none could fail to admire
the bold and determined policy foreshad- |
owed in that speech. It truly must have
created in Washington, as the New York
Times said, *‘a feeling akin to consterna-
tion among certain classes of Washington
politicians,” and we agree that it was **well
calenlated to do so,” and that it really
seemed the specch of a man who did not
intend “‘to be governed in his administra-
tion by the interest of political parties or
the wishes of party leaders, but by his own
ideas of what the public welfare requires.”
And it was easy for us to believe the truth
of the statement contained in a Washing-
ton letter, that ** Senators who pretty well
represent the general average of the Sen-
ate declared on Saturday that the speech
was the most divect snub vpon all the leaders of
ihe Repullican party.”

Baut, alas for human resolution—its very
strength scems but the embodiment of
weakness, Geperal Graxt, so to speak,
could not *‘stand the pressure” and has
« paved.” The exasperation of Republi-
can Congressmen and their muttered
threats of opposition have told upon him.
We find him no longer the bold advocate
ol a determined poliey for the public good;
the obstinate officer who defied the oppo-
asition of friends and foes ; but the weak,
vecillating party slave who bends the knee
{o power and courts the flatteries and sup-
port of the oppressors of right and up-
fhiolders of wropge. He conveys to them
his assurance that he is with them by
adooting the very unusual, and so far as
we are aware, unexampled coarse of
sending to Congress a letter of acceptance.
The shock of party at his first resistance
has met and unhorsed him ; he is borre
down beneath its vile assaunlt and, full in
the sight of the eminence to which we
thought he had atiained, he seeks to concil-
iate them by a¥urances that they will
have no cuuse to regret that they
have elected him. Weak, pitiable
sight ; poer, valiant hero; hail him no more
as the advocate of right, but the vanquish-
ed opposer of “jucrty supremacy” and “party

clined to declare it so at present. The
greatest consternation prevails, and Cabaops
are applying daily to take refuge on board
the flag-ship Comstock. Admiral Hofl has
consented to take American residents to
Key West. All work on estates has ceased,
and plantation hands have fled panic-
stricken. The negroes are now wandering
about the country withount restraint.

From this fearful situation of affairs in
that productive island, of which we have
given the above synopsis from the latest ad-
vices received, much harm will result if the
revolation is not speedily checked. Po-
litically it is bnt a natural consequence of
the troubles in the mother country, Spain.

ested in the restoration of order.
Cubans may be right in their revolt or
they may be wrong—this dces not concern
us greatly—but it is much to our interest
thai order be soon restored. What a ter-
rible state of thingsis this to existin a
country upon which we so greatly depend
for these tropical produets necessary to us
daily in our home comnsumption. The
price of sugar will be greatly affected, and
money will be lost and made, bat, after all,
the people will suffer. With the produe-
tive Cuban plantations inactive, the ne-
groes roaming about the island at will and
in idleness, it is not surprising that sugar
will be subject to an enormons increase in
price.

But this should teach the people of this
country a greater and more wholesome
lesson than they have seemed inclined to
receive. Let them depend more upon
themselves for their sugar. Let them
work what sugar plantations they have to
their ntmost capacity, and open new plan-
tations.
tofore been placed upon the importation
of this article and too little attention paid
to its home production. Our country is
fully capacitated for the task, but her
people are disinclined to work in their
own interest. ILet the Cuban insarrection,
no matter how it may end, teach us a val-

erpediency!” ]
Geneoral Guant was not elected by Con-
gress, but Ly a body of Electors from

College: had discharged their duty of
voting, made out and transmitted certifi-
cates of their votes and immediately dis-
solved and bad no longer any existence.—
Surely, as there is no organized body from
whom the President received his election,
there is none to whom Le could with any
possible propriety address a letter of ae-
ceptance. All formal acceptance by a new
President was at a very early period
dispensed with by a law of Congress, by
providing that nothing short of a written
instrumernt deposited with the Secretary of
State should be considered as a refusal.—
Yet General Graxt sends his letter of ac-
ceptance to Congress, assuring them and
the Lepublican party, to avoid a more
destructive clash of the political hubub,
that he docs not mean to cut lvose from
them as he at first intimated. His letter

is short and in the following words :

GeXTLEMEN : Please polify the two Houses of
Congress of my acceptance of the important trust
which yon have just notitied me of, my election
as President of the Uunited Btates. and s=av fo
themthat it will he y endeavor that they wnd
those who eected themn 2hall hare no cause to ve-
aret Ueelr action, -

To avoid the appearance of singularity,
Mr. Cowrax bas also written a letter, but
having no distrust or dissatisfaction to re-
move, his letter is utterly insignificant
and there is no promise to meet the ex-
pectations of the Republican party. The
strength of the Radical party will assert
itself wherever it can find tools to yield a
ready obedience to its commands; and
this almost obtrusive complaisance of
General Grant’s plainly announces his re-
nunciation of the bold position of inde-
pendence he so recently assumed by as-
suring Congress and the Republican party
that he is most humbly subservient to their
wishes,

Gold Contracts Valid A

In another column will be found some
extracts from, and comments of the press
upon, the late decision of the Supreme
Oourt of the United States, delivered by
Chief Justice Chase, on the 15th instant,
reversing the decision of the New York
Court of Appeals, in the case of Bronson
vs. Khodes. In this case the New York

uable lesson for the future.

Kcomomy 1n the Administration,

I Congress has raised the hypocritical ery
whom all members of Congress are exclud- | of economy in the administration, which |
ed by the Constitution. The Eleotoral | we find re-echoed by their President elect |

in the bold speech from which he a fow
days afterwards completely and shamefully
backed down. Thisery is so flimsy and

gress’ own adherents are excited. It
would be hard for us to believe the asser-
tion that tle expenses will be reduced,
even if backed by more important measures
towards that end thau they have passed or
are now consicering. Economy in the ad-
ministration with such a debt hanging over
the people aud daily on the increase, they
know is devoully desired, and while they

of the people are surely and steadily in-
creasing the burden.

They have done a great thing recently,
and have reduced the espenses of the
Patent Oflice, they say, iu thc enormous
amount of $10,000 per annum, and another
thousand dollars has been saved by lop-

porters’ Gallery. Aund hiere ends all that
has been done in the way of that great
measure, ‘‘economy.”’ 'T'he great debt of
three thousand millions surely will not be
paid off in the next decade by any such
measures or those in contemplation.

Buat when a real serious measure is pro-
posed, with what a reception does it meet.
It is known, says a Washington correspon-
dent, that the public debt is on the inm-
crease at the rate, in round numbers, of
ten millions per menth. Yet when the
army appropriation bill came up in Con-
gress and a proposition was made to re-
duce the army to twenty-five thousand
rank and file and sufficiently officered, it was
met by a storm of opposition. Even Bat-
ler’s resolution abelishing the office of
General of the army, after barely passing
by one majority, was defeated by a sub-
sequent resolution. This last cannot be
viewed otherwise than as a negative redue-
tion. It distinctly leaves the army as it is
and places all reduction in the hand of
time, merely deciding that no commissions
shall be issned and no promotions made
until the army has decreased to a certain
number. It is, in short, but a determina-
tion that there shall be no increase.

court had decided that a contract specifi-

Now, what does this action portend. It

-~y -

withstanding that Captain General J)nlcni

the order permitting citizens to carry arins |

1
|
a
1

But we, as Americans, are deeply inter-|
Th81

Too much dependence has here-

ridiculous that the risibilities of even Con- |

sing aloud this song the HKepresentatives

ping off the outlay for paper in the Re-:

argues the existence of
that ** economy '’ they so loudly boast wi
characterize the new administration. The

army tois knowa to be sufficient for all
the Southern Stales are
the plan

proper purposes ;
reconstructed on

limits of these States, and crime exists to
a far less extent than in the North and
West. Yet, cowardly “‘loyalists,” afraid of
their own shadow and with no real grounds
for apprelhension, must be profected in their
tyranpies and the people must saddle the
expense. Verily, we are to have economy
in the administratien and the reduction of
the debt in earnest |

OUR RALEIGH CORRESPONDENCE.

Tihe Suprcme Court, the * Goyeraor,” old
marn Adams and the Marvshal _Whutthe
Reverend George Washingion Welker
anys  TheS:cretaryofsrateand his §1 500
Piano _'The Court and the

|, Chuathe2m Rallrogd Approeprisation (i)l

[ peetirke N 1) —-The Supremae Conrt and a

'l Connty Soliciter mark No. 2) —

ki, Miller Collays Parson Sinelair and

| attempis to force him into his Scat:

[ Gunter Introduces o sgries of Preamblics

| and gne Resolution to expel Miller The

School and Revenue Billa—_Cod KFish
I Ashley and ihe Text Books.  _The Remaions

r of Senntay Hich, of [erinonl.

Supreine

| el tlf.f.'

Raveicu, Feb. 19th, 1869.
Dear Jovrnal :—The late diegracefu! ve-
| currences in the Capitol, wherein the Sa-
ipremc Court, onr profans Governur, old
| man Aduaws aud the Marshal figured, have
'ceased to ho the theme of ceunversation,
‘much less of wonder. ‘Tbe disposition
' which has finaily been mude of the whole
 matter seems to be this : The Chief Jus-
ftice and the Court have abated their wrath
against the Marshal for failing to jug the
' Auditor : the legislatare, virtually en-
' dorsing, by their activa on the summary
I- process by which the Court ejected old
man Adams (*‘served him right),” have di-
rected the Governor to find (uarters for
: him elsewhere ; and the Governor is mighty
' sorry for hiv passion and his profanity.
.1 have said that this disgraceful affuir has
| ceased to cxcite comment or surprise. The
| trath is that the painful, glaring and dis-
' gusting illustrations of Radical rule and
mongrel reconstruction follow each other
in such rapid succession, that chagrin and
astonishment at one development are
|hardly aroused ere they are compelled to
give place to some fresh and keener morti-
fication. The Reverend George Washing-
ton Welker, who, notwithstacding his
| technical prefix, is not regarded as a pat-

| tern of sanetity, publicly declared on the
i floor of the Senate, a day or two since, that
it would segm that the time had arrived
when the Legislatore would have all its
| time occupied in investigating charges
against public officers. What a senten-
' tious and pungent, though, perhaps, un-
| witting, commeuntary upon the state of
| things which now safilicts us, as the result
tof **loil” reconstruction. If one half of
]these Radical officials, elected by the ne-
| groes, were arraigned apon one half the
| charges that might be preferred against
| them, the Legislature wouwid have no time
| to consider anglit else than the corruptions
of the ‘*Ring,"” the debauchery and open
! drunkenness of one or two Judges and the
' Attorney General, the shameful exhibi-
| tions of Legislators and the numberless
f peculations of other publie funectionaries.
| If ever there was a time when the declara-
| tion put into the mouth of Cato, by Addi-
| son, that

] ““The post of honor is the private station, '

| was verified, that time is now.
By the way, the immediate occasion of
| this slashing eriticism of the picus Welker
| was amusing-—Dbeing nothing less than
the insinuation by Wynne, a Radical Sen-
| ator, that the carpet-bag Secretary of State
| —a declared bankrupt—had lined his
| peckets so effectually by official filching
that he was able to invest his super-abun-
dant cash in a £1,500 Piano for his wife !
Vance once said, in one of his inimitable
| speeches, that corruption was so foul in
| Washington City, that the man in the
 moon held his nose while passin over it.
Raleigh is, doubtless, equally distasteful to
the lunar Peripatetie.

It is semi-officially, and, you may rely
upon it, accurately, ascertained to-day,
that the decision of the Supreme Court is
ready for delivery, and that it is unaui-
imously adverse to the Chatham Railroad
appropriation. Of course, all other appro-
priations, in simiéli casu, fall to the
ground, but even then a suflicient load of
indebtedneas is left to vex the weary shoul-
ders of our people for many hard years to
come. Iven the devil should have bis
due, and this politieal court deseryves one
white mark for its just and proper decision
in the premiges. Let it not be supposed,
|however, that the active and shrewd ma-
'nipulators of tbis temporarily frustrated
scheme will **give it up so.” Means of
some sort or other, and various expedients
will be devised to circumvent the difficul-
ties by which the project is beset ; mean-
while, on yesterday Mr. Barnett introdn-

ced a bill in the House, proposing to sub-
| mit to the people all of these various un-
| derstoed-to-be defeated appropriations.
| White mark No. 2 : The Supreme Court
have also decided that a County Solicitor-
ship is not an oflice within the meaning of
!. the Howard Amendment. Mr, Tate, Demo-
' crat, elected Solicitor in the Twelfth Ju-
dicial District, was not allowed by the so-
ealled Judge ihereof to qualify, on the
ground that, having been a Solicitor before
the war, and afterwards participated in
‘“the rebellion,” he was banned by the
Fourteenth Article. Mr. Tate applied to
the Supreme Court for a writ of mandamus
| to compel the Judge to quslify him, which
the Court grants in the decision referred
to. Meanwhile Holden had appointed,
with his usunal insolent and malignant dis-
regard of public and private rights, one
Henry as Solicitor for the District.—
Henry's career as Holden’s Solicitor is
short-lived.

““If 8o scon I amt done for
Wonder what I was begun for !”

The School and Revenue bills are still
the leading sunbjects of legislation, the
former is represented to be abominably
and infainoously odious in many of its de-
tails. It is the unmistakable produection
of a rank and offensive Parit:nism. It
smells of Cod Fish and the nigge through-
out. Not the least obnoxious { its fea-
tures is that which gives to Ashley the
exclusive power to select all text books
nsed in the schools. What a flood-gate of
pestilent fanaticism and all other isms will
be opened upon us !

Your distinguished fellow-citizen, Edgar
Miller, who bomeans himself by waiting
upon French, listes, Ashworth, Joe Holden,
&e., &e., in the capacity of doorkeeper, is
in bad odor with the ‘‘loil” white trash.

Miller come ! Chicken Gunter, on yester-

R

namber it was proposed to reduce the

a Jisinclination to day, introduced a resolution to expel !!imr
11 for multifareous offences—the chief being

that, a dey or two sines, when Parson Sin-
clair was epoukivg, thus ebony pet of the
Governor’s, not relishing the Psrson’s line
of argument. actually colinred him with a
view to enforcing silence! Shades of the

enforeed | Past, what have we come to ?

The remaius of Senator Rich left this

by Congress ; peace prevails within (ie ity on Wednesday morning, under a
| Legislative escort of two from each House,
i for the late home of the deceased in ler-

mont. Mr. R,, I believe, was generally re-
garded as, next to Senator Sweet, the most
liberal and kindly man among those known
as carpet-baggers, and therefore I respect
him for the good qualities which he pos-
sessed. But whkat a spectacle—tbat a Rep-
resentative, dyiog at the seat of govern-
ment of North Carolina, should be seut to
New England for barial at the expense of
the State !

Again, I ask. hades of the past, what
lare we come to ? Dor.

CUBA.

The Minister from Spain to 1the United
States - Engagements between Troops and
Insurgents near Cienfuegos _More Troops
Expected rom Spain _The Spanish Party
Confident that the Rebellion will be Pat
Down. _Arrest of Suspected Persons—Emi.
gration of Tubans, Etc.

Havaxa, February 18

M. Roberts, Minister of Spain to the
United States, who arrived here yestesday
from Cadiz, will leave for Washington ou
the next steamer.

Engagements between rebels and troops
are reported in the vicinity of Cienfuegos,
bat they are represented to be mere skir-
mishes, without important resaits.

Two thousaud troops are expected to-
morrow from Spain.

The Spanpish party appear to be contident
that the rebeilion will be put down.

The authorities are filling the prisons
with suspected parties.

Emigration of Cubans from the Island is
1ncreasing.

Several tugs have been chartered and
armed by the goveroment, and are now
cruising along the shore to intercept the
landing of parties.

Col. Lono arrived here yesterday with
Senor Udeata, a Spanish official of high
rank, as a prisoner.

All Caban Ports where thero nre no Castom
Houses to be Closed —Arrival of Recap-
tarcd Spaniards at Havana.

New York, February 18,

The Herald’s Havana special says : Cap-
tain General Dulce has issued a decree
ander which all Cuban ports where there
are no custiom houses are to be closed.

Twenty recaptured Spaniards have ar-
rived here, inecluding Adalta, ex-Governor
of Bayamo, and nephew to ex-Captain
General Lersundi.

Col. Quiros has arrived at Jiguano from
Santiago, having fought his way the whole
distance.

Count Valmesada is at Jiguaro. The
insurgent Chiefs are constantly on the
move.

A dispateh from Sagrua says there is no
sugar in that market, and that the in-
surgents had burned the railroad at La
Craices.

Advices from Luantanis state that three
vessels have cleared for New York. The
presence of the insurrection reduees the
crop 20,000 hogsheads, acd no tobacco can
be procuared.

A dispatch from Manzanilla, Felbruary
14, says :

Colonel Loneos’ column hus arvived from
Bayamos with one thousand refugees,
mostly women and children. The troops
were harrassed all the way by insurgeuts,

The column was to leave on the 16th
with a conveyance to bring the remainder
of the refugees from [ yamo.

FROM WASHINGTON,

Special Digpateh to the Baltimors Sun
The Alabama Claims Treaty —Adverse Aec.
tion of the Sennte Foretgn Affahis Coma
mitiee _The Hiver and Harbor Bill _Pres.
sure for Pardons —The India Rubber Kias.
tic National Banking Billl, &c,

WasningToN, Feb. 18.—A special session
of the Senate foreign affairs committee
was held to-day for the purpose of taking
final action on the Alabama claims treaty.
Senator Sumnz=r stated his objection to the
treaty, which was that if it was ratified the
government ol the United States virtnally
surrendered every important prineiple
laid down by Mr. Adams as the basis of
settlement of pending issues between the
two governments. The other members of
the committee, execepting Senator Bayard,
maintained similar views, and when the
vote was takenit stood 6 to 1 in favor of
making an adverse report.

When the question comes up iu the
Senate for consideration it will give rise to
considerable debate, as there are a num-
ber of republicans, as well as democrats,
who wiil fuvor its ratification; but it will
be impossible to overcome the vote of the
committee. As soon as the action of the
committee was known outside of the room
it was communicated to Secratary Seward,
who immediately telegraphied the resualt to
Reverdy Johnson, with instructions to
communicate it to the British ministry.

The river and harbor bill, which was
recommitted to the Senate committee on
commerce, was under consideration to-day
by that committee. They will report it
back with a few amendments, with the un-
derstanding that there is but a slight hope
of getting action on it at this session.

A heavy pressure is brought to bear upon
the President from all qnarters by the
friends of persons undergouing sentence for
offenses against the goverpment to obtain
pardons. Although freely disposed to
exercise executive elemency in all desery-
ing cases, the President gives to each a
careful and critical examination., ‘The ap-
plication for the pardon of Col. Euright,
of New York, for implication in internal
revenue frauds, was rejected by the Presi-
dent to-day.

The House had a lively time to-day over
the so-called India rubber elastic national
banking bill, which everybody thought
was decently laid out yesterday. Mr.
Wood, of New York, demanded the pre-
vious question on his motion to reconsider
the vote which laid the bill on the table,
and to lay the motion to recunsider on the
table, which was not sustained. The bill
was taken up and recommitted, was report-
ed back. and after some interesting par-
liamentary skirmising, the first, second
and third sections and Coburn’s amend-
ment for the redistribution of the currency,
were adopted and the bill passed. The
success of the Coburn amendment is re-
garded asa triumph of the West and
South over their powerful financial rivals
of the East and Middle States. The im-
pression prevails that this measure will
meet the approval of the Senate, as the
same interests which carried it through the
House are proportionately strong in the
Senate. Dara,

President Johnson Going to Kurope.
. The New York Times males the follow-
ing announcement :

*‘ We have good authority for stating that Presi-
dent Johnson intends, shortly after he goes out
of office, to make a visit to Eurcpe. The offer of
& passage was lately made him by one of the
gi)m‘;dn; lines mofjs;e:men. Isnd g:e offer was ac-

ed by . Johnson. Tt is his im-
mediately after the 4th of Merrch topn?m.:'brief
visit to Tennessee, with & view of arranging his

“To what base uses” may even Edgar |

, and he will sail for Euro tth
b oy pe sbon e lat

Louisville prosecates saloon keepers for
permitting boys fo play billiards,

Decision of the Supreme Court on Coin
Comtracts,

The decision of the Supreme Court of the
United States in the casc of Bronson against
Rodes, to the effect that contracts to pay
coin can only be discharged with coin, nat-
urally attracts considerable attention and
comment. Certainly, nothing can be more
sensible than that a man who has specially
agreed to pay so many dollars in gold should
be made to pay them in gold, and not be
allowed to put off his ereditor withh paper
worth only three-quarters as much as gold.
Yet some of the press scem to be under the
impression that whereas the particular con-
tract on which the suit was based was made
before the legal-tender act was passed, the
decision includes only contracts of that de-
seription. It is true that Judge Davis,
after the opinion of the court was delivered,
said :

I assent to the result which a majority of
the court has arrived at, that an express
contract to pay coin of the United States
wmade before the act of February 25, 1862,
commonly called the legal-tender act, i3 not
within the clause of that act which makes
treasury notes a legal-tender in payment of
debt. But 1 think it proper to guard
against all possibility of misapprehension
by stating that if therc be any reasoning in
the opinion of the majority which can be
applicable to awny other class of contracts, it
does not receive my assent.

i But no other of the assenting judges took
| this view, and there was no dissenting opin-
ion except that of Judge Miller, and the
New York Herald well says :

It was the clear opinion of the majority
of the conrt that «l/ contracts stipulating
payment in gold, whether prior to the
legal-tender act or subsequnent fo it, are
valid in law. Not only does the whole
reasoning of the court support this conclu-
sion, but it is impossible to imagine any
iine of arguwent which would uphold the
validity of previous gold contracts that
would not apply with equal foree to con-
tracts made subsequent to the passage of
the act. Nobody has ever contended that
the legal-tender act was not retrospective
in its operation. The act itself makes oo
distinetion between past and future debts,
nor has sueh a distinction ever been made
by any Court, State or I'ederal, in its ex-
positions of it. The very fact that the
contract on which the present decision has
been rendered was made before the war,
strengthens instead of iavalidating the
conclasion that it applies to ull cases of the
same kind. I'or, what isthe fact on which
the decision is gronnded ? Why, thoe fact
| of @ specific contract. It is this fact of a
contract which senarates the case from the
great mass of debts incorred before the
legal-tender act was in existence, and
which is assigned by the court as the sole
basis of its decision. All other previous
debis are left by this decision as capable

of United States notes, which demonstrates
that the retrospective operation of the law
was in no way considered in the decision.

The following extract from the opinion
of the court will bear perusal, as proving,
beyond all doubt, the ample seope of the
decision :

‘“ A contract to pay a certain number of
dollars in gold and silver coins is, in legal
import, nothing else than an agrecment to
deliver a certain weight of standard gold to
be ascerteined by a count of coin~, cack of
which is certifled to contain a definite pro-
portion of that weight. /¢ is not distin-
guishable, as we think, in principiz from a
conliract o deliver an equal weigii of Gullion
ef equal fineness. It 1s distiuguishable in
circamstances only by the fact that the
sufliciency of the amouunt to be tendered |
case of bullion by assay and the scales, |
while in the case of coin it may be ascer-
tained by the count.”

After some furihier argument on this
peint the court says 1t does not think it
necessary to examioe thie question whether
the elauses of the eanrrcney sct, making
United States notes a legal tender, are
warranted by the coustitution in this case;
but it proceeds to inquire whether, npon
the assnmption that those clauses are so
warranted, aod npoun the further assump-!
tion that engagemoents to pay coined dol-
lars may ba rezarded as ordinary contracts
to pay mouncy racher than as contraots to
deliver certain amouants of standard gold,
it can ba muintained that a contract to pay
coined money may be satisfied by a tender
of United S:ates notes. Is thisa perform-:
ance of the contraet within the true intent
of the acts ?

It must be observed that the Taws of
the coinnge of gold and silver have never
been repealed or modified; they remain on
the statute book in full force, and ihe
emission of gold and silver ccin from the
mint continnes, the actnal coinage during
the last fiseal year having exceeded, accor-
ding to the report of the director of the
mint, $19,000,000; nor have those provis-
iops of the law which make thesc coins a
legal tender in all payments been repealed
or modified. It follows that there were
two descriptions of money in uss at the
time the tender under consideration was
made, both authorized by law, and both
mate legal tender in payments. The gen-
eral denomination of both deseriptions was
‘““ dollars,” but they were essentially un-
like in nature. 'The coined dollar wag, as
we have seen, a pieco of gold or silver of a
prescribed degree of purity, weighing a
prescribed number of grains; the ncte dol-
iar was a promise to pay a coin dollar, but
it wasnot a promise to pay on demand,
nor at any fixed time, nor was it in fact
convertible into & coin dollar.

It is impossible, in the nature of things,
that these two dollars should be the actual
equivalents of each other ; nor was there
anything in the currency acts purporting
to make them such. How far they were at
that time from being actuully equivalents
has been already stated. I7, then, no ex-
press provisionto the contrary be found in the
acts gf Congress, il is « just, if not a neces-
sary inference, from the fact that both descrip-
lions of money were issued by the same gov-
ernment, that contracts to pay in either were
equally sanctioned by law. 1 is indeed diffi-
cult to see how any question can be made on
this point. Doubt concerning it can only
spring from that contusion of ideas which
always attends the introduction of varying
and uncertain measures of value into ecir-
culation as money. The several statements
relating to moncy or legal tender must be
construed together. Let it be supposed,
then, that the statutes providing for the
coinage of gold and silver dollarsare found
among the statutes of the same Congress
which enacted the laws for the fabrication
and issue of note dollars, and that the
coinage and note acts respectively make
coin dollars and note dollars a legal tender
in all payments, as they actually do,

What reason can be assigned for saying
that a contract to pay coin dollars must be
satisfied by a tender of an equal number
of note dollars, which is not equally valid
for saying that a contract to pay note dol-
lars must be satisfied by a tender of an
equal number of coin dollars. J! is not
easy lo see how difficullies of this sort can be
avoided, except by the admission that the ten-
der must be according to the terms of the con-

of being legally discharged by the tender)

|

L of other

the coin which he requires. The dank which)

received the coin on it contracts lo pay
the coin on demand. he messenger who 18
sent to the bank or the cusiom house coniracis
to pay or deliver the coin according o his in-
structions. These are all coniracts, either ex-
pressed or implied, to pay coin. Itis mot
plain that dulies cannot be, paid in com if
these contracts cannot be enforced ! An in-
structive illustration may be derived from
another provision of the same act. Itis
expressly provided that all dues to the gov-
ernment, except for duties on imports, may
be paid in United States notes.

It, then, the government, needing more
coin than can be collected from duties,
contracts with some bank or individual for
the needed amount, to be paid at a certain
day, can this contract for coin be per-
formed by the tender of an equal amount
in note dollars ? Undoudtedly it may, if
the note dollars are a legal tender to the
government for all dues except duties on
imports ; and yet a coostruction which
would suport such a transaction, would de-
feat a very important intent of the act.

Another illustration no less instructive,
may be found in the contracts of the gov-
ernment with depositors of bullion at the
mint to pay them the ascertained value of
their deposits in coin. There are demands
against the government other than for in-
terest on the public debt, and the letter of
the act certainly makes United States notes
payable for all demands against the govern-
ment, except such interest. But ecan any
such construction of the actbe maintained;
can judicial sanction be given to a proposi-
tion that the government may discharge its
obligation to the depositors of bullion by
tendering them a number of note dollars
equal to the number of coined dollars which
it has contracted by law to pay ? Bat we
need not pursue the subject further. J¢
seenis o us clear, beyond controversy, that the |
acl must veceive the veasvnable construction,
i UJ-'.‘TJ_I '.Jf‘r’(.:'i‘t'utfd‘,’t.{, Gt s‘t,’r[h‘ii‘ﬂf, f}_u Ht!? COnNE~
pearison of ils provisions with the provisions
acts, and wtth eack other, and
L’/HJ{ 1yt ,\‘ru'}g J'ffl’.f.\‘f_iut‘(b{ff.' conslruction il
must be Leld to sustain e proposition

LATER FROM EUROPE.
BY THE ATLANTIC DCABLH:.
Formal Opening of the British Pax\ia.

ment_Speech of the Qucen__The War 1
South America_End of the Confliey
Spanish Forces for Cuba, )

——

GREAT BRITAIN,

Loxpox, Feb. 16.—The formal opepj,
of the new Parliament, postponed lagt mp'
in consequence of the resignation ofyth;
Disraeli ministry, took place this after
noon. The members of the House of Com.-
mons were summoned to attend at the | '
of the Chamber of Peers to hear the royal
speech. The Queen was not present, j,
her Majesty’s speech was delivered by ro al
commission, and was read to the mse?ml,?.‘:; ;
houses by the Lord Chancelloy, The sp(-ét:f
is in substance as follows : **That the pe.
laticris of Great Britain with all fope; !n
powers are at present on an excellent {utJt-
ing. The hostilitics which threateneq ¢,
break out in the East have been prevuutei
by a conference of the great powers u
Paris. 'The hope is expressed that the .
gotiations with the United States will pluc,
on & firm and durable basis the friendshi,,
which shonld exisl beiween England auil
America. The disturbances in New Zeg.
land are to be regretted ; but the Queep is
sure that prudence and moderation on {he
part of the government will prevent 4 e
currence of such unhappy cvents, T},
estimates which will be laid before i
House of Commons by the ministers are
framed on the basis of economy, couple
with efliciency in the administration of the
service. The continued euppressicn of
the operation of the writ of habeas corpus
in Ireland is regarded as unnecessary.

““The ecclesiastical arrangements {o;
Ireland are to be considered by Pailia
ment, and the legislation for their final ad
Justment will make large demands upoy
the wisdom of both lhouses on this sul
ject.”

The Queen concludes as follows : ** I am

ar

thatl capiress conlracts o pay cotin  dol-
lars can only be satisfied by the payment of
dollars. These arc not debts which

L ATRT

| may be satisfied by the tender of Unpited

States notes. It follows that the tender of
such notes in payment of the bond under

and the deeree divecting satisfaction of the
mortgage was erroneous. )

In view of the passages which we have
distingnished by a different type, the idea
that the decision does not apply to all con-
tracts to pay gold, past, preseut and future
—post-grecnback as well aspre-greenback—
is not merely preposterous, but ridiculous.

' STATE NEWS.

MEETING OF THE STCCKHCLDERS O THE
A. T. & O. RaiLroap.—From the Charlotte
Times we learn that a meeting of the
Stockholders of this road was held in that
city on Tuesday last. The session was
harmonions, and the amended charter,
granting aid from the State to the amount
of two million dollars, was unanimously
sdopted. The old Board of Directors was
re-elected. Col. Wm. Johnston tendered
his resignation as President, but this was
declined. The Times says it is the inten-

tains to Jonesboro,” Tenn., and connect it
eventually with the great valleys of the

i payment must be ascortuined in thel of Robeson eounty, informs us that he

tract. But we are not left to gather the in-
tent of the currency acts from mere com-
parison with the coinage acts. The currency
actsthemselves provide for payment in coin.

Daties on imports must be paid in coin,
and interest on the puklic debt, in the ab-
sence of other express provisions, must be
paid in coin ; and it hardly reqnires argo-
ment to prove ‘hat this positive require-
ment cannot be fulfilled if contracts be
tween individunals to pay coin dollars ean
be satisfied by offers to pay their nomins!

eT;ivnlent i note dollars. 7%e mercham:
who 1§ (0 pay duties in coin must contract for

Cumberland acd Mississi ppi.

consideration was not warranted in law,l

tion to push this road through the moun-|

| the abolition of capital punishment,

persuaded that carefu! regard will be had
to the interests involved and to the welfare
of religion, and that through the applica-
tion of the principles of equal justice to
the question before them. Parliament wil]
secure the undivided feeling of the people
of Ireland on the side of loyalty and law,
and efface the memory of past contentions,
and cherish the sympathies of an affection.
ate people.”
THE 'ARAGUAYAN WAR,

Loxpox, Feb. 16.—Accounts of the stgle
of affairs in Paraguay have beeu received
from both sides, and ave, as usuai, contra-
dictory. The DBrazilians claim that the
'war 15 ended, as their forces now perma-
nently occupy Asuncion, and the inhabi-
tants who, on their approach, by order of
Lopez, fled to the interior, are returning
to their homes. It is positively stated that
President Lopez has abandoned the conn-
try and gone to Bolivia. On the other
hand, accounts from Paraguayan sounreces
represent that the army of Lopez, alter the
battles of Villeta and Angosturs, retired in
comparatively good order, and is still capa-
ble of making formidable resistance. T'he
Paraguayans base their hopes of preserving
their independence and retrieving their
losses on violent dissensions which they
say have broken out among the generals of
the allied troops.

SPAILN,

Mapzrip, Feb. 16.—Popnlar démonstra-
tions have again been made infwvor of the
freedcm of religious worship, and also for
The

Svsriciors Cranacrens.—Sheriff Howell, | People gathered in the streets of Vallado.

arrested two suspicious characters last,
week, who gave their names as Jacob|

Fowler and W. P. Prince. When first |

seen they bad two horses, but disposed of |

them before arrest.—Ral. Standard. 1

Turee Tnes A WEEk AgaiN.—The “*Sil-
ver Wave,” in consequence of the heavy |
freight which is passing over its line, has
been compelled to resume her trips three
times a week, ronning as before, leaving |
here Mondays, Wednesdays and I'ridays, |
and returning on the intervening days.—
This is better success than was expected
for this season of the year.

AN oD Crrizex oF NortHAMPTON CcUNTY
GoNe.—We learn that Mr. Wm. Miles, a

citizen of Northampton, some ninety odd

years of age, died a few days since. Mr,

M. was, we believe, a native of Virginia.
Weldon News.

DEeAp.—Jackson, the negro man who, in
a fainting fit, fell into the fire on Saturday
night last, has sivce died from the effects
of the injuries sustained by him. We learn
that the man had been burned in a similar

manner, but not as severely, four or five
times before.—Newbern Jour, of Com,

SvrreEME Courr Orinions.—The follow-
ing opinions have been delivered :

By Pearson, C. J., in Gibson »s. Smith,
from Cabarrus, no error,judgmeut affirmed.
In Scott vs. Elliott, from Chatham, venire
de novo,

By Reade, J., in McKesson vs. Bynum,
from Burke, no error. In Lattemore »s
Dizon, from Cleaveland, demurrer over-
ruled.

By Rodman, J., in Blankinship zs. Me-
Mahon, from ;Yancey, error. In Wads-
worth »s. Davis, remanded.

By Dick, J., in Perry »s. Campbell, from
Alexander, judgment affirmed. In Morri-
son s, Cornelius, from Iredell, judgment
affirmed so far as appealed from by plain-
tiff, judgment reversed and rvenire de vovo,
80 far as appealed from by defendant.

By Settle, J., in Shipp vs. Hettrick, from
Rutherford, report of Commissioners be
reformed =0 as to charge the plaintiff
with the valune of Confederate money re-
ceived on the sale notes in 1862, and also
with the value of Confederate money re-
ceived in 1863, on the bond of C. L. and
J. W. Harris, and referred to the Clerk. In
Mary Dunn, ez parte, from Wake, no er-
ror, judgment affirmed.

Ar Work.—The cheering intelligence
continues to reach us from all sections of
the country surrounding us that the far-
mers are ewmbracing the advantages which
the splendid weather of the past month has
afforded them. The blacks have, we un-
derstand, quite generally gone to work, an

indication we bope of reason on their part.
Weldon Neuws.

MepicaL Sociery.—Owing to the fact
that no quorum was present Wednesday
evening, the business of the Medical So-
ciety was postponed until yesterday after-
noon. The following synopsis of the pro-
ceedings have been handed us :

Wyixaron, N. O., Feb, 18, 1869.

The New Hanover Oornty Medical Bociety met
in the City Court room, 2 o’clock, P, M,

The Bociety was called fo order, and the min-
utes of the last meeting read and approved.

Beports of various Committees were made, and
new Committees appointed to report at the next
meeting,

Dr. Parcell read an able essay on Paralysis, as
viewed in connection with the whole nervous By8-
tem.

Upon motion, the thanks of the Bociety were
tendered Dr. P., and a copy of the essay was
directed to be filed in archives of the Society,

Some miscellaneous and unfinished business

'lid yesterday, and protested against the
| military conseription.

MORE TROOY'S 1'OR CDRA,

Capiz, I'eb. 16.—Active preparalions are
going on for the immediate embuarkation of
eix thousand more troops for Cuba. Dou
Escabanto will go out with the reinforee
ments, with instructions from the provi.
sional government.

ITALY AND MEXICO,

I"uoreENce, Feb., 16.—Complets diplo-
mutic relations between Italy and the re-
public of Mexico will soon be restored.

Correspoundence of the Baltimore Bun.
The Lincoln Assassination _Senantor DBay-

ard and Mr, Corcoran [Hepel n Falue A«

cusation,

WasniNeroNy, Febraary 17, 1869.—The
Senate committee on the District of Co
lnmbia was in session for some two hours
this morning, in consideratiun of the
claim of W. W. Corcoran, Esq. Senator
Bayard, who had been handed a copy of
the testimony of the witness Brewer, made
quite an address to the committee, Heo
denied that he had ever made any such re-
marks in reference to Mr. Lincoln as has
been attributed to him. For Mr/ Lincoln
personally he bad alweys ententertained
the kindest feelings, but had he not, he
would certainly have baen ineapable of set-
ting a price on the head of the Executive.
In addition to all this, so far as he wus
personally concerned, he would not have
deemed bimself called upon to notice the
statement that had been made, bat that it
reflectcd upon the Russian minister, who
was a personal friend of his, and who cer-
tainly wounld have been seriously compro-
mised had he permitted such a remark to
be made at his table about the head of the
government to which he was aceredited.

Mr. Corcoran testified that he never ut-
tered or thought of uttering the shocking
sentiment put down to his charge. Had
he even felt as described, the committee
would hardly think him so munch devoid
of prudence as to make in so public a
manner, in the presenee of servants and
strangers, a remark which was sure to bo
repeated, and which would have instantly
consigned him to Fort Lafayette, 1n
answer fo questions of Mr. Nye and othe:
members of the committee, Mr. Corcoran
stated that his sympathies were with the
South, but that he bad never committed
any overt act, and had faithfully JLept his
allegiance to the general goverament,
which he believed it was his duaty to do as
# citizen of the District of Columbia.
When abroad he had associated with
prominent Southerners, including Slidell
and others, Mr. Slidell's secretary of lega-
tion being his son-in-law, but with these
gentlemen he had been intimate at home,
and he saw no reason why he should breal
off the friondship when in a foreign coun-
try. Mr. Nye asked whether he had hob-
nobbed with George Saunders, Mr. Cor
coran said he had pot ; he knew Saunders,
but he had never associated with him Lere,
and of course had not when he met him
abroad. Mr, Corcoran, although promptly
answering these questions, did not con-
sider them relevant to the investigation be-
fore the committee.

Defeat of Negro Sufflrage in Kansas

Sr. Lours, February 17.—The Kansas
Senate yesterday defeated the proposition
to amend the constitution by striking oul
the word white, by a vote of 17 to 14.—
Three Senators voted no, because they
want the word male stricken out before the
word white.

There are now at work in the Methodist
Episcopal Church seven thousand one hun-
dred and thirty itinerant ministers.

Jacksonville, Fla., is enjoying aun abun
damce of shad, at from forty-five to fifty
ocents par pair.

A deaf and dumb youth is now serving
out his third term in a Massschusetts jail.

being transacted, the SBoociety adjourned to meet
the third Wednesday night in March,
W. J. H. Berzaxy, M. D., Bec'y,

. There are eight million of acres of un-
ocgupied land in the State of Maine.




