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lcsur-se they should not be recogniz.d un-
less it shall be proved that their procceds

were applied to buildiog our railroads.

bly, at u lower average price.

1he bonds of the sixth class were sold,
nearly sall of them, at ruinous rates—many
bringing only from ten to thirty cents in
currency. Yery many were told onder cir-
cum-tances which cught to heve pat pru-
dent men cn their gnard—sold iv a reckless
und gamblicg manver, s that it vas glaiy
'o the mcss unwary that the agent of Le
cempany to which 1hey were s-ved was
not getiog with Adelity to the iureres's of
bis priveipal—begides many were dispessd
of after the General Assembly, by the act
of Junusry, 1870 gave notice (o the world
that thiey had ordived the return of eaid
bond=, nud thut fature siles of them would
be invalld—urd lastly, alarge nuniber, se.
corcing to areport wade by & commitive
of 'he Heuse of Re; r-sentatives, werc is-
Sited withont the cercilieate roqaired b,
Lt“‘.

of il se Londs, such propeity meght be
stirrei den d Lo bona fide puroba-ers of rard
bon s bofore their coustitutionality was
questioned—farthior than this the Geperal

Assembey, in my opiviop, cantot go.
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vy the State
jneccme Lre

Tae ouly securitics held |1
rem whieh ehe derives any
he 83,000,000 etock in tho XNorth Caro-
lua Railroad Company, on which six per
cent, dividends bave lately been :enliz-d,
which dividends, by n deerce of the Cir-
cult Court of the Uuited Stales for the
distriet of North Carolina, Lave boen sab- !
jeeted to the piyment of intercst duae on
the bouds oI the ' to puy for
¢aid stock,

Commenlirg cn the forcgeing list, I re-
mark that the first class] eonsisting of the
ante-war bords, « rigivally soll some over
par, all averrging nearly par, the proceeds
of which maianly built our railioads, ssem
to be of the highest dignity, The fezond

r
i
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Stute issuaed

| would Lbe a light burdeo.

ttheir belief tiat they are

[u cousidering the important sud m: s
difiicuit jroblim of the public debit, the
Howing gues ticous present themselves :

Is'. WWint s tice asina! amount for
welch the Siate tn equity and good <op-

Clenes 15 Jiable 2

2 ihils amcuut beivg ascertained,
ire Lue peopie of the State able to puy the
sepual interest on ibke same, rigu'arly acd
promptly ?

oo If theorctically able, are they io
tholr procent eondition of jevarty aud de-
pres<aon willing to :abmit to the saeritice-
iequired ?

4:li.  Bup;osing ihar the piosle are
eithier not uble or pot wiliing t» pay the
inferest on the putlic debt for whieh: they
are justly lable, what sbhall be doue ?
Shull we do pothing, or endeavor o ¢ffvet
10 Lenorsbie settlement with ibe publie

reditors ?

With regard to the first qnestion, as to
the vctnnl amouut for whien the State is
justis Liable; in my judgment this cannot
sseortained  without investigaticu by
abic finaveiers and business men—men
treired to weigh evidence and of discerr—
went euflicient to detcet fraud.

As to the srcond question : I remark
that the 1eport of the aunditor shows that
the people of the ttate gre in such a state
of vepreseien thas the total valuation of
real and per-onal property will not execed
$121,000,000. 00, ibe I1mmense npatural
resourees of the State are udwmitted, and if
properiy develeped the taxation mecessary
{0 pry the interest on a muoch larger debt
The low valua-
tivn ubovy stated shows that the apnual
profits from this property is emall. To
vay this interest avd support the Stat»and
county governments, as well ng to provide
for the cducaticn of oar children, to say
nothivg of the paymont of old debts ow-
iug by countics und towns, which in many
tnstanees 13 beiug enforced by the courts,
will Le such o large percentage of the in-
ceme of cur people, that I am forced, re-
lunctently, to couclude that they caannct
bear the necessary tuxation without being
degrived of their property, and in some
of even the necessaries of life,

Il I am correet in supposing that the
peopie crunot now shoulder this taxation,
it is ui neeovstary to inquire into the third
qaeslicn, as to their willingness to do so.
Oar people aro geuerally honest, Repudi-
ation direcly is far from their thouglts.
Auy tuch action will bs in the last degrec
painful and revolting to them., Their evi-
dint uowiilingness at this time, arises from
unable to pay,
Whether right or wropng in this opinion,
thay are boaestly determined, I thisk, on
this question. If I am correet in judging
the pablic mind, thes the publie ereditor
hius no means of enforeing the satisfaction
of bis debt by law. The S!ate einvot be
sued by him; bat even if it were otherwise,
all legl proeess agaiust large communities,
unenimous in resisting, would be vain.
I'lie experiercee of creditors of single coun-
ties in the northwest and elsewhere, shows
that 1t is diflicult and costly to recover sat-
1sfaction out of a sinyle county in a S'ate.
It all the connties are 10 the same mind and
threateued with the same exactions, sich
recovery wili be utterly impraeticable, Offi-
c¢ers could not be found to enforce the pro-
eers of the courte, und even if ecforeed,
the ree very would be valueless. Notonly
iu America, but in despotie esuntriae, the
setled will of ihe people will always prevail
against the theories and tezbnicalities of
luw, however eupported by rrecedent—jas!
as in the late war we found the courts al-
ways deeiding stay laws to be uncenstitu-
tisnal, yet the people, through the legisla
tare, in dcfiance of the courts, managed to
stay ilie eoliection of debts.

The ouly remedy which the pnublic cred

itor san postibly make available, as to the
legality of which I express no opinicn, is
the enforcement, through the eoorts, of
the provisious of euch olarters o! tha va-
rious railroad compani:s in wopizh the
State owas etock, ac subjeet the stock Leld
Ly the State, and all dividends thercon, to
the payment of the principal and iaterest
of the bonds= i-sued for the benefit of such
ccmpanies. Ia the casa of the North Car-
olina railroad eompany, the Cirenit Court
of the United States for the district of
North Carolina, has already decided to
snbjeet the dividends duc!an-fl by tte
company on the stock belongicg to the
State, to the payment of intere:t on the
bouds of the State issne.lfor the bencfit of
that corpo.ation. It is said to be in con

femplation to ask the Court to order a :ale
of stock held by the State sufficient to re-
imbuarse to the bondhbolders the divilends
herctofore raid ioto the pablio treasnry.—
I rospectfully enggest to the General As-

i
silk,

L

carea

sale of all the stccks owned by the State,
to be paid for in the securities for which

ciass, although issued nuder acts passed
before the war, it is notoriocus were sold at
rot more than filty cenls in specie, and
not cxceeding sixty-fivae or sixty eceats in
carreney, when the depreciation was
heavy, It is believed that many realized
lezs than fifty ceuts in epecie,

The bonds of the third elass evo al:o of
ondisputed validity, Iu fact many were
€icbanged for old or aute-warbonds,which
kad become dae, or for those which had
become mutilated or scratched—the resi-
dae for conpons at par (without interest at
mitarity) which had becoma due mainly
¢u the ante~war debt.

The fourth clasy the General Assembly
Las heretofore, except to a small amount,
refused to rocognize; but it scems diffieult
9 prove that they have not been validated
1 general terms by the ordinance of the
“ouvention of 1865-66, declaring all deb's
Linding on the State when not incurred in
8id of the rebellion. But if recoguized
they thould be scaled according to the rate

such stocks were originally pledged. Such
a course would reduce

with the publie creditor.

State canuot, or will not, pay the in‘erest
now, and will not give any assnrance of
payiog the same within a reasonable time?

Several schemes are suggested in this re-
gard. Some say, *let matters remain as

they arc—make no provision for paying
interest—make no effort for a ressonable
scttlement—pass no act cf parfial repudia-
tion—1let the future take care of itself.”” If
this plan be adoptad, certainly interest wil!
accamulate so rapidly that the very mag-
nitude of the debt will leed to to!al repu-
diaticn cventually, I think this plan
neither hones?, nor manly, nor wise.

Anctiber plan is to pay two per cent. in-
terest the first year ou the whole debt after
the just and fruae amount shall have been

The fif:h class stand on the ramo footing
| a8 the second, bat they were sold, proba-

sembly whether it is not proper to crder a

the debt of the
State to a large extent, and seems to be
demanded by the termsof the contract

Tho lact question is, what shall be done
with tho public debt, supposing that the

in the whole.

in Missouri eince the wer. This pl -

lation and wealih,
wonld soon become B

The annual paymeots
large that ther

complicated arnd enmbrous, and that

the fato:e,

that time arrive, The pe.ple cin paysome

‘o puy » larger paoportion Lerca’ior.—
VEiethor they ¢an or not 1+ eno of -he un

Tie vevenil elass, I am of opinicn, the certaintios of the futare, Hornce, secord-
tate cabunt ¢ G gralze, Lut if sh” owas | DE this i ;'J.!J., we mav o fr tho folllw
uny propeity pulehbs-ed with the prosecds |18 proposiiien g L t tho Siste criante s

new debi; issue new bouds besring three
pir e=nt, iutercss pry blo in specie, with a
tex impoe-ed in the =8, seufficient to rais:
funds to jay rneh intercst, then muke 1t
cpitoual with the bond helders to xehavga
tbedr old bopds for thie new issue or aweilt
the chrnces of sucn improvement in the
conditien of the Staie mus will secure to
them payment of ther claims in full, 1
~npgest, withont making any recommenda-
Uen citt ér pro or con, that it micht be
provided, that ia fen of $1,000 bonds
beirirg thiee per cnt. interest, $500
Licrds bearing r1x per cent, interest might
be given in exelisnge fo tbhe crediter for
eaenr $1.000 bond beld by hie.

In my opivion the piople ¢:n bear the
bardea «f ruch a sentlement, sod those
bond-bo'ders wio do not thivk they have
a speetha Jien on valuable stocks oweed

e ————————

by ihke State (. g. those of the North
| Carotiva R. 1. ou.,) weuld be willing to
ACCEeDE LG Prypesst of tha wthaer O:

conrse it wili be entirely (ptional wi h the
ereditor whiticer he will accept either
‘pr:‘rumti"a;, or await falnre develop-
lwen's, By pursuing this eourse the Gen-
| eral Asvemb!s would merely scknowledge
{frankly & palpeb'e truthk; they weuld ofer
ithe best, which, io the judgment of many,
the pecpla can do ut presant, and they
would refrain frem a sepudiation of their
| contrac: s,
But whichsozver ¢ourse the Gerveral As.
lsembis oas seo fit to ndopt, I tuink it ab-
goluteir essenrial thai a commissivn shall
be eovstituted, in wvacm the public bave
coufidence, to assvertain and report all faets
|esnneetad with thye pablie debt, o that
come d: finile couclus:oa may be reacbed
by the Logislatute as to the :rae, legal,
cquaitable sabilitics of the Siate. 'I'bie
''This commission should hkswife a~certain
:frc'm the ereditors tLeir views #3 to what
final a2nd hoversble settlement can ba
made of their claims. Counsidering the
| enormous lores of the Sta ¢, in able bedied
men s!lain cor disabled—in the ruldden
'overtaruing of tl e systsm of labur—in the
destraction of pregariy—iu tho insolvency
‘of all its barks and the loss f tlLeir cic-
|culnting med:mam —in the roin of cropa by
| various caus-s—in t! e want of goced faith
| of scme of Ler ageuts, and in tine in the
countless lossas and disasters of a peopls
"canneu d after a long and desperate war
r —the ereditors ought to be reasonable and
| willipg to compromise; and eertainly itis
| pot nnmanly in our people frapkly to con-
fess thio feels of their condition,—the re-
sults ¢l their frnitless struggle.

The above observation: sre made, be-
cause I feel painfully auxions on account
of the conditicn of cur publio debt. Re-
l pudiation of our contiactsin any shape,
1 weuld leave such a st:in on our conscience
' wnd bonor, would bring such disgrace and,
'directly and indirectly, infl:et such sn in-
fjnry on our peoplz enllectively and indi-

vidoally, tha I Lave felt it my daty to
state a!l the diflicaltics of the financial
sitoation with tze utmost frankoets in
order to show the neesrsity of promgt ao-
tion. Le! us ascertain the fall ex'ent of
our c¢blligions ard then manfally address
oursclves t9 tho task of fultilieg them in
the most practicable masner which will
command itself to the wisdom and good
sense, and integrity of the people of the
State. If the Generul A-sembly shall see
fit to autborizs the cppuintent of a com-
misiion os above engzers'ed, it may boe ad-
visable to defir mutnivg any fnavel
vlan uptil thoie reports shdl be prescoted,

hhn

A

gud pera s by tht tiwe sueh reaewed
prosperity mar, ic th pr vi‘ence of God,
be vou hawled o us 23 willi dem.nsirste

t ail ju-t d maads asd
di=position to
ity her ancient

our a2l ity to e

infosz 1oty oar @) iv tLe

bring back 1o Jorih Ol

proud finareial r« pritation.
O 'NDITI'S OF SCOIETY.

I* is » matter of unfoignad regret to mo
to feel cblrzed to exil the attention of the
Generz! ‘rscambly to thy disorgsnize i con-
diti n of soeisty in o1 Htate. I sball not
gorsame your tme by tndoricg iu'o 2 Ge-
railed statement of ibe exiravnzances snd
crimes whieh Pave been commilied by va-

rions luerliti: s within +ur borders. ‘They
are fregh in tte e le-lion of a Thesy
commisirn bas broungzht roproaeh upen

our peouple, aud the ma'erial et rests of
the Stats hava b ea mostsericusly snd
ipjorion:!y afected by them. ibe tideo of

as beecn

;'I."I'\:""'..‘.R'

ba tettirg towarda cur shores
driven baex, and thox=asls of
with mitlins of eruital, bave beza daters
red from setiling umorg rs by the 'a'es of
horror which have reached their ears us
cerxurring almost detly in come perti s of
the Btaie,

It behoov. s you, genileaen, fo take tk:s
matter into your serions ennsidera'ion, and
to devise measunres and eucel such sala
tary Jaws a3 will restere veade and good
fecliog emoug our people, and deter evil
disposcd pe sos from taking the law ioto
theie own hands and becoming tha execu-
tiopers ¢f nnaathoerized julgments. Un-
til t:is be dene, ard the civil law is malde
fo reign supreme ia the State, and its
ministers are riospocted, and their hands
apheld and stiesgtuened, there will be no
peace, prosperity or real happiness among
our people. What gr:;lur_goud. the_zn. can
you aceomplish than to sisive by wis> aod

= 0

Low

all party prejadicss, to jut cown and ut-
terly exterminate a!l un!awful combina

tious, by visiting upon offenders euqh‘ [
measure aud such a certainty of panisa-
ment as will deter them from further pros-
ecutirg their nefarions purposecs, and give
to the law-abiding clasa of our people as-
gurave: of protcction in the evjoyment of
their liberties ard rights, both of property
| and poreon ? De this, and in a very short
time immigration will begin to fiow to cur
State; our waste places will be buailt ap;
our suil will grow with the rich products
of the earth; our Cescris will be oouve_r!q!
into cerdens, aud onr whole people will
dwell together in euech unity as beeomes a
civilized and christian community.

thiog at pre-ent, pessibly thiy nay ba ebie | Al
i fand women cood and usefal eiti

immigrat on which at vve t me :ecmwed to

could not be suceeseful or exprdient, « x- | the nobler facalties of tlheir nsture.
cept in a State rapidly incressing in popu~| may be said that North Caroliuavis too

four per cent. the third year ; five per c.nt - al interests of our State. No prople can
in 1875, and so on in regular progression, | be prosperous or happy who are boued in
80 a8 to makean average of six per cent. | the chains of ignorance, and wheo bhave not
Soch a schem= was adopted | faciiities for bursting ssander the fetiers

which dwarf their miads and eripple al?l
t

' poor to do more than she is now deing for

| the can-e of education. It may be impru-

wounld be intolerable, unless the taxable ! dent at tkis time to place additional bag—
property thould e¢orrespondingly increase. | dens on the people in behall of our Uni-
It isa'sy> Dlable to the objections that it is| ver ity or suy of the colleges or high
is a | echools ino var midst ; but we are far be
mere speculuti v on the cupposed events of | hind 1Le peogle in ths cavse «f common
| schools, .

A tbird plan ie to sssure the public cre- | rceive tLe rudiments of a goo® Englich
ditor that the Swto is at preseyt noeble to | education, ba tanght to read flaemtly. write
pay iptercet on its debt, that i1t ackpow- | legibly und nnderstaund the nse uf .qures‘,
ledget tie birding foree of the debt, that | tban that o few ghali ba edgcatqd in the
it desires to fulfii all its juet obligations, | higher branches of pclite literaure, and
end will do ro at tic carliest time pos.idle; ! imbued with the knowledge of 3
but that it is a maltzr of unecriainty when | languages, aud made proficents ia the

It is much beiter that all ghall

the dead

| bigher branches of art and seienee. Tle

|
|
|
i

prudent legisletior, divesting ycurselves of

the Uuivorsity, aod establish

'
| A
| &

ore is abaoluiely necded to maks oar mel
; while
the vtivr mey be dispensed wih until a
Lew «ra of pros=perity ¢l a'l dsswnupoan us,
end cnais us to rebuild and rebabilitate
wougbont
our L: rders colleges ani se. ~ois ol kRigh
race aud eharacter. Go to work ihen,
entlemen, and resolve that every child in
tuie State sba!l be taoght to read and wiite
—thiut those who sre not sble to educa'e
t'cmsoelives shall be educsted by the SBtato—
thiat 15 the next desade every person be-
ts:en the ages of ten and twenty years
who iv f soucd miud, shall Le able (o
resa the word of Ged acd the ecnstiution
:nd laws of the couniry. Fiar pot to levy
tiibufe for thLis glorious canse. 1b will be
like bread cast opon the waters : ““Thou
shali ficd it after many days.”
TIHE UNIVER-ITY.

With regard to the Uuiversiiy of ihe
Siate, & principal obstruetion to 1is ssuc—
cuss i8 it pecunpiary embarrassmouts, for
which, as lur as I cxn judge, the prescnt
board «f trustees aro in no wise responsi-
ble. 'T'he prineipal debt, smounting o
ubut sixty thousand dollars, was incurred,
avd a morigage mude to sccure the rame
before they came into office. In 1868 the
patrovage of tha institution had been re
duced to less than one handred students.
Prior to {l:ia time, however, the principal
porticu of :ts eadowments bhad bren lost
by unfortnnate investment-, Until the
instifution is relieved from debt and ils
propoerty from incumbrance, there can be
Lint little hope of its suceees or usefuluess
Ia my cpinion, an honest and faithfal ef-
fort was made io lift the Universily from
the coadition in which it was fouund at the
cloge of the !ate war. This met with little
or vo favor from the class of persons by
whom it was erushed, They have not aid
ol the officers in their efforts to baiid it
uap. Pablhie opinion has been monlded
against it by the most uoscrapulous mis-
representations, uud by violent sppeals
through a partizn prese. Those who would
have pa'‘ronized it were threatened with
social ostracism, ‘The young were deter-
red from ectering its halls, ava parents
very naterally hesitated to compel the at-
teudancs of their sous ; aud now the canso
of fadare 15 imputed by some to the trus-
tees and faculty. 'T've remoteness of Cha-
pel Hill from the railroad is belicved by
many {0 be in the way of its prosperity.—
I' is more difficalt of access than other col-
leges, but this is a matter of mivor impor-
tance.

1hy foregzoing are some of the diffieul-
tics with woieh the University has had to
contend, Jost prior to the late election, a
spitited controversy began in saome of the
religious newspapers, in which it was vro-
poeed to ebolisa the University. This, 1
imagine, wa3 ia view of the calling of a
Convevtion. Those who have since par-
sucd the cortroeversy seem to bava donoe to
withont adverting to the ehang:in the sit
uation.

The Coustiiu ion of the State not ouls
contemuvlates the contivuance of the Uni-
vereity, but actoally prescribes ruales for
its managemest, The corporaion esnaot
be disgolved while the present Coastitu
ticn stends, It bhas been suggested that
the rustecs should seil s0o mueh of the
properity as is situzted at Chapel Hill and
purcixzse a more eiigible location eclse-
wiuere, Irom such a ~ale at this time, the
tiusters wounld probably not reanlize half
the actoal value of the property, aad it
could recruit in no more, if us muecl:, vs Lthe
bare paywment of the debts and leuve the
Board without the means of fators oje-
raticus, 1 caspor believe that snex a
proposition will wect with spy faver in
apy quar.ec at the preseat time,

Uader all thess cirenmstances I reeom-
weud the Legislature to adopt such meas-
ures a5 in iis wisdom will 8 eare the inter

s'gof tha S'ate frem a greal less, and
preveot Ahe properiy of the Un.vereity
from a foreed sale for the payment of

aebts, ‘Then elo e tbe doors of the i05'i-
tuticu outil wore prosperous times. Io
the mesntime give to the Saperiuten-deut
of Publie Iustruction power and anthority
to take all property iuto bis possessinn,
anid make sush a dﬁﬂpubi 1on of iu b_{ lease
from jesar to year, a3 to him shall seem
wost couduciva to the interests of th:
Uriversity and the Sta‘e—requiring from
Ii: Jessce 4 boud with ample sceuniy fo:
the saic keeping asod good eare of saiun
groperty ucd zlso for the apnnal pasment
cf the renis uwtil the expiration of the
icase.
SUFFFAGE.

Tne greatest bulwark of civil liberty, and
the ore best calculated to promote and
muke p rpetual the freedom of the citiz:p,
i+ the right of suffrage. 'T'he rovereigo
people are the rightfal custodiaus of pow-
er in all waliregntated governments. Upon
them fail a!! the burdens of keeping the

' machinery of State inrunning ordcr. Lhey

farnish the means t> build up youar schools
and colieg=s; to make youar raiiroads aud
canals; to ercel yeur asyluns and chari'a

ble icstitations; to sustain your ninisters
of law; to suppiess domestic violenee and
to defend our counlry ag.inst iavasion
from a foreign fce Fortheee sorvic:s they
ask nothing in rerorn. bat the right to
chcose their sgents of government, and
their representatives in the Nation and
State, aud the eunactment of such laws as
will protect them in the enjoyment of all
the rights and privilieges accorded to them
by the constitution and laws of their com-
mon country. While the peopis bave the
privilege to eciect their own law makers
wi bhout let or hindrasee—while they feel
fzree to march up to the ballot box and
vote according to the dictates of their
oan better judgments, while they have
ample and unrestricted opportunities to
exerciss this inestimable right, there need
be no fear for the perpetuity of our Re-
pablio. Then, gentlemen, it I8 your im-
perative duty to make the ballot box as ac-
cessible to the pcople as 1t is possible to
make it. ‘Throw no obstroctions in the way
of a free ballot to thoso who sre entitled to
vote. Let the poorest and humblest indi

vidual in our State feel that he is as wel
come at the polls as is the richest and
mightiest man io the land. Cause bim fo

I desire, gentlemen, in an especial maa-

of deprecistion at the date of issue, and of

ascertained; three per cent, the next year ;

ner to call your attentisn to the education-

feel that if he is made to bear the heat
and burden of the day in {ime of dapger,

ject any oune conviecled of

when the sons of our scil are ca'led npcn
to defend our rights cn ths battle ficld, ro
in time of peace ke is weleome to all the
immanities, privileges and {ranchises which
his valor secared. I therefore warn yom
sot to pluce the buallot box beyond the
reach of any of cur people who are right-
fully entitled to it, Throw no troabls
some obstacles ia their way. Give them
uo just cause tc complain of opposition,
injastice or a withholdiag of any of their
rights, but ail and encourage thsw in all
their efforts to discharge toeir dutiss ss
beccmes freemen., In order to secomplish
this epd I1hiak it necessary to amend the
law now in foree, so that the elector may
basve the right to dejo-it bis ballot at ary
€lcetion precinet in his county. There is
no good reason why he shall be restricted
to the towunship in which Le reeides, It
often happens, under our present system,
that a voter is fcread to travel a mueh
g cater distance to reach a polling place in
“his own township than ke would be to one
in en adjoinivg iownship. I am also of
opiuion that registration ocught not to be
allowcd on the day cf -election, and thet
oo voter should be challenged except at
the timie of registration, and it =houid be
the sworn daoty of every registrar to chal-
lenge every one who applies to ba curol-
led as a voter, unlers he koows of hLis own
knowledge thut be is legaily entit'ed to be
enrclled. Many perscns have becen pre-
vented from exereising the right of sai-
frage by :eascn ¢f evil minded persons
cialienging their rngbt on frivolous
grouncs, su w8 1o eonsume the time within
which the polls are t5 be kept open., 'Ihis
evil shon!d ba remedied, and I know of no
other way 1n which it can ba dope unless
it be by extendicg the time of voting
throogloat two days iustead of one. Thae
faw stoull also provide that a voter may
deposit ail his batlots in the same box ia-
stead of reqnirivg a maltiplicity of bLoxes
to reccive the varions ballots for the dil-
fercut oflivers to be voied for. Itisa noto-
riousaud lamented fact thatalarge number
of thoe eleectors in Norith Carolina, of
bolli e:lors, aro unedacatad and cot able
to read, avd anlder the present sysiem of
volleg, where poersous ara required to vote
by batlot, and to bave a separats baliot for
every person voted for,many of the tickets
necessarily find their way into the wroung
box and are discarded as blanks, and thus

the voler is by law cheated out of his
choice. I take it for granted tbLat every
law-makor is not cnly willing, buat is deai-

rous, that every m»n entitled to vote shall
exercise the privilege, and shall have every
fucility for cxarcising it, und that it will be
the aim of this Geueral Asszmbly to amend
the law apon this subject so that the evils
and difficalties alisve enumerated may be
remedied and avoided. It may be said
that frauds will be perpetrated more read-
ily if persons are permitted to vote in
towuchips other than the on¢s in which
they reside. Ia reply to this objzection, it
is ouly necessary to refer to the former
methed of votieg in North Carolina, under
which there were few frauds perpetrated,
and seldom a complaint made. And now,
with the additiopal safeguard of registra-
tion, it will bs almost impossible for any
one not qualified to avoid detection in an
attompt to vote illegally. I!, however,any
one shall succeed in eluding the vigilance
of tho poll-lholders and vote when ne Las
no legal right to do so,then let the severest
penalties of the law be visited upon (he
offender ; aud im crder to deter every one
from the ocommis-ion of this offsnce, I
recommeni tho General Assembly to sub-
wilfally and
knowing'y casting an iilcgal vole at any
olection, to punichment for at leas: two
years in the State's prison aud a depriva-
tiou of the right of suffrage for a term of
yuars theroafter, The purity and inviola-
bility of the ballot box mu-=t be preserved;
and he who is s> ecrrupt as wilfully to in-
vado and prostitate it, should be made to
know that he will be held to a etriet and
fearful accountability.

CUN:-TITUIIONAL AMENDMENTS.

The subjest of amending the constitu-
1101 has been agitated for some time be-
fore the people, aud many well informed
perscns differ smong themselves as to what
emeudments shull or ought to be made. —
I am free to confese, gentlemen, that I
frel n very great reluctanss to make any
re¢cowmendations to you upon the subject,
although my individual opizion is that the
instrument may be very materially im-
proved 1 some of its prouvisions, ‘ihe
question of ealbog a Convention for the
purpos: of reviewing und smeuding i, bas
recently beea before ths people them-
saives, and by a large vote and ia an em-
phatic manner th:v declared agaivst
smending 1t, ab least ia toat way., It may
Do thet Lbey Dolicved the clemor raisad for
a € :auge iu thic orgsuie luw was dae more
t. 1l gislation ucder the copstituticn than
to nty defeeisin the constitution itself,
aud thut the grealer purtiou of the griev

ances complatned of migit acd should be
removad, or remsedicd by prudent legisla-
tivn. Io this opinioa I ieactily coneur,.—
The esnstitution is pod to blame for the
bigh salaries aud fres paid to vaions State
and eouuty cfiizers; nelther isit consurable
for tue greas length of time consumed by
thy  present wund  preeediog Gensral
tsszmbly 1n enactiag iaws; nur can it ba
heid reepousible for ihe extravagant ap

prooriations made for railroads and other
works of improvem: nut. There is nothisg
in said instrumeunt which fizes salaries and
fees, «x presciives the lepgth of your ses-
sicms,or which direets the lnvish appropri-
ations of money. All thus is done by per-
sous chosen by the peuple themseives to
be their Jaw makers, and upoa thes)y law-
mekers, who have boeen fuithless to ths
irusts esnfided to then, and oot upon the
Constitutica, ehould be visited the con-
demuation of th=ir constituents. They
are tho partics 1o be held respossiizle for
a betrazal ol the pecpld’s counfidenco,—
Uufaithful steward:, who bare not im-
proved the talenis committed to their
keeping, they shon!ld be reckoned as ua-
profitable servauts ard no louger worthy
of public confidinco. '‘hen I enireat you
to retrice any false step which may have
been takin. Be diligent in the discharge
of your |- gislative daties. Waste no time
in uzeless legislation; go to work withont
unnecessary delay; cuter at once upon the
public busipess, and briog your lsbors to
a cloee at the earliest possible moment
consisteut with the pablie good.

I recommend the following am ndmcuats
to the constitution :

Firet : Lot section 2
asmeaded tbat the GeoLleral Arsembly shall
meot bieonially on the third Monday ia
November, iustead of aunaally, and that it
sball not remaiu ia session for a longer
time than seventy days, uniess the sever=~
tieth day occurs on Satarday or Sanday,
and in that case it may bo proionged to the
soventy-first or seventy-second day, and
farthes that if it remain in sesgion a longer
time, the members ehall receive no pay
after the seventy-second day,

Second. Let the 5th section of the same
article be so emended as to al.olish the pyo-
v:sion for taking a census of the State in
1875, and every ten years thereafter.

Third., Letthe 12:h szction of article IV

of article II, beeo

A\-UO ";(;

bo ro swended 8 ‘Lat a conrt slall e held

io e.ch ecuuly ibires time: dniive each
seir, to eontivue o 0 week, unlis: the bas-
ness shall ba soover disposed of, '

Fourih @ Let the 4th seetinon  of eriicle
Vbe expnpged frem the Constitntion, as
1%, 11 mp-v.piuion, is nno ceisary, and is
onty a bove of ¢ otention for politiciaus to
wralig'e ov: v,

Fifih : Let the 10 h section of article XI
be 8o em-vded as that tbose who ars go
poor &s to bLe uuaxble to provide focr them-
selves shal!l be provided for at tha exbh. nse
of the Stwute.

Iz wy opinion the pesgls will be coutest
with the present Coustitation if amended
in the irticalars abiove referred t-:, and I
feel by no monus confilent that they de-
sire ail the wumendmeuts which I
cnumeratcd.  Eaeh aseudment propo
shonld b» separately sabmitted to the pe
vlo for thicic ratification or rcj otivn,

SWAMDP LANLS,

The Board of Edacaticn
trel of a lurgs body of swomp linds whieh
it Ieeirable (0 uiiliz: as carly sy proacti-

'hieo [Lledds Buve hion §

1

ary

i1l con-

1or o geng-
praciically withdrawa from rmaricet
snd from settlem-ut, and although por-
Bons of them are nndoubtediy of great
fertilily, they have remained, under e
pclicy bitherio puriued, not only eatirely
valucless as a soures of reveuune for pur-
poses of edacation, bat & c¢onstant scurce
of treuble and experss to the Drard., It
seems better to realiza even a ema'l part
of what they are actually worth, than to
continus longec o policy which has been
demonstrated to bo an expensive f.iilare.
For in the first place the czuse of cduea-
tion c:n rever be in greater necd than
now of the funds whieh might bo derived
from their sule; and in sue seccond place,
it is more than probable that the amount
waich might be realiz:d from them now,
would, il simply placed atinterest, exseod
any sum they will probably Lriog hereaf-
ter, (just as the quarter of a miilion of
dollars, which bus already been expended
on thew, wou!d by this time have amonnt-
ed to a much larger snm than we shall ever |
be able to realizz from them,) and in tho
third place is to be considered the indirect
benefit to the Stat, both economicalty and
educationally, of the development of an
immense amount of texable values from
the immediate utilization of such vast
qaantities ¢f timber und farming lands, —
1t is plain thot these lands ean never be
dispcsed of in small pareels to individnal
farmers, beeauss they can only be drained
in largoe bodice; and if the board had at
commaud a fund sufficient to drain them,
the advisability of the policy wounld be
more than doubtfel ; first, from the disas-
trous expericnce aiready so expensivaly ac
quired, and second, from ths reason of the
thing, as it wounld nesesituts the employ-
ment of a corps of surveyors and engincers
aud contrastors for mauny years, at the ¢x-
pense of a miliion or mere of money, and
then the establisbment of a land office or
azepcy, or other cambrous apparatus for
the successful wielding of which the board
is manifestly rot properly organized orin
any way qualifizd. So that the only course
left s=ems to Le to dispose of these land:in
large bodies ss fast as purchasers can be
found who will pay a ressonable price, and
who will enter into obligations to gettl> and
develop them,

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY,
The progrees of the geological survey
with its principal opcrations snd resalts
will be presented to youn in the report of
the State Geologist, shortly to be sabmit-
ted. 'The wisdom of the L-gislatare in
establishing and sustaining this impertant
work is abundantly justified by the results
already manifested 1n the increasing inter-
est, both of our own people and of others,
in the varied resources of the State;in its
minerals, poils, marls, peats, und foreste,
and in the movements already inaugurated
for the development of these interesta.
The atteation of cupitalists and manufac-
turers has been eflzctively attracted to the
superior quality and immenss quantity of
our iron ores, in which large iuvestments
bhave recently been made, with a view to
their development on o large and perman-
nont ecale, snd at the eame time operations
have been resumed in the coal deposits of
Deep and Dan rivers, and the reopening
of a number of copper mines; and the
works uow for the first time nodertaken,
indicate a better prospect than ever before
of the proutable and permanent workiog
of all tiie best mines of this metal in the
State. And there are evident indications
of increasing aclivity in other directions.
Bat the puarsmonnt importance of the
survay is perhaps most econspicuous in its
bearings upon the improvement of our|
agricultural iuterests, and its obvious and |
essential instrumentality in the establish-
ment of this lkalding industry upon a bet-
ter and mora scieutiflz basis, through thoe
diffasion of a kuvowledge of the qualities
and adapiation of our various soils and cli- |
mates, and of the means an:d methods cf |
fertilization,
You will find io the growing coliectiong
of the ~tate Masenm the palpuble and iwm-
pressive exposition of the utility asd pre-
gress of tuis department ; and for the zeal
and untiring evergy and iudusiry ¢f Pro-
fessor Kerr, our State Geaologist, 1 desire,
u3 it is both my pleasure and daty to do,
to commend him to the favorable cousid-
erativn of your Lonorable body.

IMMIGRATION,

Thae State of North Carolina hian gnch su-
perior advantagoes i puiat of geographical
locaticn ; in ehimate sud s0il ; in tha va-
riety of its products; in its ireedem [rom
the extreme rigers of the north, and from
the encrvatiog beat of the south ; exteod-
ing more thau five Luadred miles from the
s.a sbore, acd nearly two hundred milesin
width ; embracing uearly every varicty of
soil apd producticn, a3 to readir Ler cpe
of tha most inviting fields for immigration
that can be preceated to those who sro in
ecarch of permaunent howmwen for thewselves
and their posterity, Al thess beuaii -ient
gifisa of providence are cllfered to those
who may scttle withia oar borders; and no
people, upder the sun, are more blest with
every reqaisite to make a great sud pros.
perous State, than a0 the puople of North
Caroliaa.

Oar miaeral wealtn is cnly cquailed by
our sgricaitaral produets, Tas coal and
iroa of the Decp nnd Danaivers, capable
of affording preiitable employmceus to
thousands of operatives, do not execzed in
riclhinesds the gold, the copper, the sliver, the

lead and miartdle to bo found in oar more
western territory, Iime uud marl also
abourd in  wvavious coantics of the
Btate, bt Bt snd West, it
we negleet or di-carl the means
of nutilizieg what 13 plaed  within
our reach, or shaii wo develo ooy
enerpics to realize fur ourselves and onr

children » rame an! 8 rank awoug the
feremo-t and mo-i prosperous S ates of
this great Usion ? Lict wot thore who aro
to como uiter s say tisi our futhos bad
oppurtuuities to secure for thoma: lves and
for us scme of the wealth ard pepulation
and advantages which enrioh the fair ficlds
of the great Northwestern States. but fail-
¢d to avail themselves ¢f them; that te=m-
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ipg thousands might have been enticed to
cur State in the years that are past, but
no vigerous or well-direelel effort was
made by cur ancestors to induce them to
come, and now they ers lost to us forever,
Let not these things be eaid of cs, but let
us resolve to develope the boundless re-
sources cf our Sfate, snd make North
Carolina o brilliant gem in the galaxy of
the great States which ccemposed our
glorioas Union.

~Whaut we most need is eapital, Oar con-
dition for a long timo will remain ay it is,
apless wo serd werds of encouragement,
cordisl in their widcst soure, to those
sbroad, aud invite them to come, assariog
them that we wish them to make their
homes in cur midst; that our laws shall
protect them, acd that no invidions dis-
tinction shall be mado to their sceial or
political prejudice,
Tho Northern and Northwestern States
tre elraining every nerve aud making every
exertion to allore to their borders every
imwmigrant who comes to thie United States.
The most templing offers are made to in-
duco them to make their homes in the far
We:t,  Free giits of land and fres trans.
peitativa sre coostantly tempting the
masscs to follow ia the wake of those who
have preceded them, and the result is that
thousands of good men are flocking to
those Btates, while very few, comparative-
iy epeaking,-are taking up their abode in
North Carolina.
At tho last seession of the General As-
sembly the office of Commissioner of Im-
migration was ¢stablished, and a gentle-
man well qualified for the position was se-
lected to dill it, His duties were not de-
fined, nor is he required to make a report
of bis operations, I have learned that his
cfforts to induce immigration to our State,
considering the small means at his com-
mand, have met with considerable success.
Under tho Act of Assembly, assistant com-
miesioners have been appointed in Eng-
land, Scotland, I'rance and Germany, by
means of whom = foundation has been laid
upon which to build up good results for
our State, The commiscioner, with the
aid which e has received from his assis-
tant in Eongland, has succceded in estab-
lishiog a line of steamers from Liverpool
to Norfolk, where an oflico has been es-
teblished to receive and forward immi-
grants comiug to our State,
I would respectfully suggest that the da-
ties of the commissioner be more particu-
larly defined, and that he beallowed a rea-
sonable compensation for his services.—
Whatever legislation upon this important
sabjcct you may, in your wisdom, deem
pecessary to increase the prosperity and
develop the resdurces of the State, it will
Le my pleasare to sce faithfully executed.

THE STATE AGLRICULTURAL S2CIETY.
I desire to call your attention to the de-
velopment of the egricultural, mechanical
and other indastrial interests of the State,
especially to the agricultural, as the foun-
dation of all the wealth and prosperity of
our land, should yonr protecting care ba
direcicd, To effect this great object, tho
North CQaroliny Agricultural £ociety, and
all of the societies of a similar natare,
should be cnecouraged and fostered in
cvery practicable manner. Certainly the
most beneficial results are obiained by col-
lecting at the annual fairs, specimens of
the indus'ry and wealth of every seetion,
aud exhibitions of the most improved im-
plements and machinery. Our people ean
thus become acquaintcd with the processes
and ideas of the most advanced in their
respective departmoentsof labor, They are
thus enabled to throw off the lethargy and
inertia so liable to be contracted by thosa
residing at a distance from the centres of
population and wealth,
At tho close of the late war, our agrienl-
ture society was prostrate. Its grounds
bhad been for years ococupied a3 a camp or
hospital successively by the armies of the
late Confederacy and of the Union. Tho
oflicers of the socicty have, with commend-
able zeal, mainly by the collection of funds
from the citizens of Iialeigh, aided by
smail contributions from the Btate, been
able to inangarate I'aira which have given
great gratification and igstruoction *o large
nambess of our citizens, It scems to me
that it would be best for every agcieultural
society in the State to bo represented in
the State Agricultural Society., lastead of
baving separate, isolated institutions, let
us huve o regular organization—each
county or disiriet scciety sending delegates
to the State institution ; tukivg part in its
deliberations ; contributing to its exhibi-
tions ; aiding in its snccess and thereby
showing, by regular system and organizad
action, the best products of the BState, its
capabilities and resources—there should
bo no dispusition to regard tho society as
merely local—as belonging to Ilaleigh or
to the ceutral portion of the State. We
oitght to have pride in displaying to tbhe

| world a fair sauple of the productions of
{ overy conuty.

I Lis ¢cin only ba done by
barwmonious co-operation Ly all lceal or-
ganizations with one single central insti-
tution, easy of access to the inhabitants of
thio east and west, the north and the south.
‘1he best resnl's would flow from the gen—-
erous rivalry of different seetions, and the
spirit avd eaterprise aron:o1 Ly this emu-
‘ation Bwould stimulate all distriet and
conuty organizations to grealer exerlions
and to wore ebaondant success,

THE INSANE ASYLUMM,

‘Lhe ennual report of Dr. Eugeno Gris-
som, the worthy Superintendent of the In-
sune Asylam, shows, in deteil the opera-
tions of the Institution for the last official
year, Iis aflairs have been managed with
warked nbility and snccess, There are ev-
idences in every depaertment that vigorous
mozeares have bzen edopteld for the care
and comfort of the palients, for the im-
provement cf tbe buildings and premices
and for bricgiog the gronndsand farm into
a bizher aud beitor state of cualtivation and
preservation, The finances appear to have
been prudestly avd economically managed
aud tuo expenszes of the fiscal year ending
on the 8lst of December, will not exceed
the eppropriat.on,

The Institation is filled to it3 ntmost
copacity with tho unfortanates of oar race,
and there aro now about two hundred and
fifty applicatiovs for admissions on file,
which cannot Le favorably responded to
fo: want of room. 'I'he advantage of early
treatment 1 cases ¢f insanily 18 univer-
ealiy conceded, and it is o sacred doty we
owe to the ulllicted, to thcir families and
to sociely, to provide facilities for their
care aud cure. Many of these nnfortu-
nates are under coustant resiraint in diffar-
ent paris of the State; some of them mana-
cled vt bome, while others are confined in
lowtbgome dangeons of common jails, thus
placing misfortune on o par with crime,
Considering the nocersty for greater ac-
commodations for tbe inzanc; the great
distarco aany of them have ww be trans-
ported at & heavy expense in order to reach
the esylom et Haleigh, and the amount of
thivvey sppropriated by law for the support
pod mwuinteguance of such os must necessa-
rily be Kept ut horue, I submit to the
Goueral Assembly if it would not be more
ccouoinical and mucsh more convenisnt to
creet snothor asylum in the Western part
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