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W RADICAL BEEMEDY-_MORKRE CI-
VIL IRIGHTS.

Senator Boutwell, of Massachusetts,
the Chairman of the Senate Commits
toe appointed to investigate matters
in Mississippi, reported on Monday
iast that the Democrats had gained
possession of the government of that
State by foree and fraud, and proposed
as a remedy to prevent Radieals from
losing power, ““to remand the State to
a Territorial eondition, and through a
system of public edncation and kin-
dred means of improvement ehange the
ideas of the inhabitants and recon-
struet thie government upon a Repub-~
lican basis,”

I'recisoly what sort of system of
publie edneation Mr, Dontwell thinks
is best adapted for changing the ideas
of n people we already know. Two
years ago he deliberately put npon
record the deelaration that the peras
petnity of Republican  institntions
dapended upon destroying all distines
tions and prejadices arising from race
and eolor by edneating white and
negro ehildren side by side in the same
school rooms,  This is what he means
by remanding a state to a territorial
condition and changing the ideas of
ita people by a system of publio edn-
Tpon the floor of the United
in 1874, Mr. DBontwell

cation,
States Senate
said: ,

“*And therefore I say, if it were pos-
sible, as in the large cities it is possi-
ble to establish separate schools for
black ehildren and for white ehildren,
it is in the highest degree inexpedi-
ent to either establish or tolerate suoh
sciwols,  The theory of human equali-.
ty eannot be tanght in families taking
imto acconnt the different ecoenditions
of the dilterent members of the parties
comprising human society, bat in the
publiec school where echildren of all
classes and eounditions are brought to-
gother, the doetrine of human eqnality
can be taught, and it is the chief
means of seeuring the perpetunity of
republican iunstitutions., And inas-
mriuch as we have in this country fonr
million eolored people, I assume thaf
it is a publie dnty that they and the-
white people of the ecountry with
whom they are to be associated in po-
litical and public affairs, shall be as-
similated and made one in the fundas
mental idea of human equality. There-
fore, were it possible to establish dis-
trict schm;{s, I am against it as a mat3
ter of public policy.”

We see now what we have to ex-
pect if the Radical party once more
gets control of Congress. Democratic
States will be remanded to a terri-
torial condition and white children
and negro children sent to the same
schools until the ideas of our people
shall be so changed that whites and
blacks will no longer recognize any
distinetion growing out of race or
coloer. But this infernal condition of
affairs cannot be brought about so

long as we have a Democratic House
of Representatives—a fact that it is
well to reinember.

B

THEE AMENDMES IS LEF EREMN
BE ADOPTYED, 5
_ a2 . F

The seveuth article of the « h*e-t:lug_
tion relates to munieipal eorporation g
that is to say, to our eounty, town aund
city governments. The amendment
proposed to this artiele of the Cousti-
tution is a very important aud a very
swoeping ong, in thut it places the
power over these several governments
onee more in the hands of the people.
The am>ndment is in these words:

“The General Asscmbly shall have
fnll power by staluie to modily.
change or abrogate any aud all of the
provisions of this article and subsu
tute others in their plaee, exespt sec
tions seven, nins aud thirteen.’

Seetion 7, referred to above, forbids
any connty or town from countracting
any debt or levying any tax except for
necossary expenses, nnless it be done
hy a cote of a wmjority of the gualified
thercin,, Seetion 9 reqoaire= nl!
faxation to el
Qiebiom 13 forbids the ‘-n‘\'rlu-ui

Vied ebrs

bhe noiform  and (-
Liire
of any war debt.

A4 nooone de ired the Legiglature to

do any of the thiugs forbidden 1n the

it

rostrietions imposed upon itspower by
fhies
wisely left theimn nntonehed,

The effect of the proposed amend-
ment it will be seen i9 to give the Tieg-
ialature the of
eonnty soverr ments and the eleetion

nhove sections, the Convention

enbire eontrol the

of Justiers of *he Penee; that s, the
{henernl Assembly my continne them
a4 Lhey are now, or changes them as
they may be inctraeted by the peo-
ple. Tt will ke the power to abolish
many useless offices and save to tha
people large snms of money now paid as
galaries to the men who fill them and
above all it will be empowered to pro-
vide that we who live under negro
rule may ones more enjoy the bless-
ings of honest intelligent government.
The importunee of tais amendment,
we repeat, arises from the power it
eonfers upon the Legislatare to abol-
ish the prosent system of county and
township governments, and to sabsti-
tate another therefor. The Legisin
ture had the same power wvnder the
old Constitution, the one that was the
handiwork of omi fathers, and so have
now the Legislatnres of & majority of
the States in the Union. No harm, but
great good eame of it in the past and
the sama will be the case 1n the futnre.

The power conferred by this amend-
ment goes so far as to enable the Leg-
islature to establish one system of
connty government in one county and
a different one in another, as the ne-
cessilies of the case may require, and
in this way if no other, will enable the
Legislatnre to free us froni negro rule,

Townships and their governments
are also put in the power of the Liegis-
latnre by this amendment and will
doubtless be speedily stripped of their
nunecessary power of taxation. The
people are taxed enongh already for
unavoidable State and eonnty purposes
without having the additional barden
of a township tax laid unpon them. If
the amendments shall be ratified it
will be safe to sny that there will never
be another township tax levied or eol-
lected. This township system is and
has been exceedingly odious to the
people of North Carolina. Indeed
thare ean scarcely be found an intelli-
gent man in the State who is in favor
of the present township system, pre-
cisely as it stands in the Canby Coun-
stitution, who is net also directly inter-
estedd in its perpetuation as an office
holder or from some other selfish mo-
five.

Mugistrates tuo, as to their appoint-
ment, come under the eontrol of the
legislature by virtue of this amend-
ment, If the amendments shall be
ratitied we venture io say the days will
not be loug in the land when white
men will have to pull off their hats in |
negro magistrates’ ‘courts. White |
people do not want negro magistrates,
they do not want negro jndges, and
there .8 no use to try to disguise the
fact, Oar very natures as well as our
skins will have to change before it will
be otherwise. We do not desire to
oppress the negro or to w.ong him in
in any way but we ecertainly do not
wish him to sit in judgment upon our
lives, our liberties, or our property.

The amendment proposed by the’
Convention to this article of the Con -
stitution bears out in a striking man- |
nor the wassertion that the object of
the Demoeratic members of the Con-
vention was to restore their rightful
power to the people and to secure an
economical expenditure of their money;
and most admirably did they sncceed,
when it is remembered how great and
how frequent obstructions were thrown
in their way by Radieal delegates. If
the amendments shall be ratified the
Constitntion will then be in a bearable
shaps 1nasmuch as everything ecan
then be done with the consent of the
people, while withont that consent
nothing ean be done,

The amendments distinetly recog-
nize that the will of the people shall
be ascertained anud not only ascertained
but obeyed in framing the Constitn-
tion and laws of North Carolina. Many
men doubtless langh at the idea of
earing for *‘the will of the people,”
but if these amendments shall be rati-
fied that same *‘will of the people”

will onee more become a power in the
land.

GOVERNOR TILDEN'S LETTER OF
ACCEPTANCE.

Arnnany, July 31st, 1876.

GeENTLEMEN:—When I had the honor
to receive n personal delivery of your
letter on behal!f of the Demoecratie
National Convention, held on the 28th
of June, at St. Liounis, advising me of
my nomination as the candidate of the
constituency represented by that body
for the office of President of the United
States, I answered that, at my earliest
convenience, and in cooformity with
usage, I wounld prepare and transmit
to you a formal acceptance. I now
avkil myself of the first interval
in unavoidable occupations to fulfill
that engagement. "

The Convention, before making its
nominations, adopted a Declaration of
Principles, which, a8 a whole, seems to
me a wise exposition of the necessities
of our country, and of the reforms
needed to bring back the government
to its true functions, to restore purity
of administration and to remew the
prosperity of the people. But some
of these reforms are so urgent that
they claim more than a passing ap-
proval,

REFORM IN PUBLIO EXPENSE,

oral tarxdai justifies atl e prow
uei:e iven §0 1t in the Deolarstion of
the St. uig Couvention, o

The prusent depression 6f busin s
and industries of the people, whieh i+
depriving labor of its employment, aud
earrying want into o mauy homes, hins
its principal eanse in exeessive gov
ernmental consnmption. Under th
illusions of a apecions prosperily, en-
gendered by the false poiicies of the
federal government a waste of capital
has been going on ever sinc:» the puace
of 1865, which eould ouly eud iu usi-
versal disaster.

The federsl taxes of the lust eieven
vears reach the gigautic sum of 4,50
millions, Loeal taxation hus amounted
to two-thirds as mueh more. The vast
aggregate is not less than 7,500 mil
lions.

rims enormous taxstion followed =
civil eo tlies that had gready impaired
oar sggregnte weslth, aed haa made a
prompt reduction of expeases  indis-
sansable.

1t was aggravabed by mosd
citie aned bl adjasted methods of taxa

ton that inereasad Lhe sanerdiees of th-
ceople far beyoud the recoipts of Lhe
treasury. :

It was agevegdtod, moreover, by u
linaneial policy  which tend-d to di
minish the energy, skill and ecouvowmy
of production, and the fruguiily ol
private cousumption, sodinduced mis-
caleniation in business and an uare-
muneralive use of eapital and labor.

Evon 1 prosperous  times  the
daily wants of induastrions comanuini-
s press elosely upou their daily varn-
ings. The margin of possible national
savings is ot best n small  pereontage
of national earnings. Yet npow for
these eleven years governmeuotal con-
~umplion has been a lnrger propors on
of th. national earnings than the whole
people enn possibly save even iu pros-
percus times for all new 1nvestments,

The eonsequence of these errors ure
now a present pabiie calumity. They
were neecessary amd inevitable, and
were foreseen and depicted when the
waves of that fietiticus prosperity ran
high:st, ITna speech made by me on
the 24th of September, 1863, it was
satd of these taxes:

They bear heavily upon every man’s in-
come, upon every industry and every busi-
ness in the couuntry, and year by year they
are destined to press still more heavily, nn-
less we arres. the system that gives rise to
them. It was comparatively easy when
valnes were doubling nuderrepeatod issues
ol legal tender paper monies, Lo pay ont of
the froth of our growing amul apparent
wealth these taxes, but when  values re-
cede and sink towards their natural scale,
the tax-catherer lakes from us nol only
our income, not only our profits, but also a
portioa of oar capital. " SR I {1 (1
not wish to exageerate or alarm; I simply
say that we cannot aliord the costly and
ruinous pohiey of the Radical party in Con-
gress. We cannot atiord that poliey to-
wards the South. We cannot aflord the
magunificent and oppressive  ceniralism
into whicn our government is being con-
verted.  We cannot aflord the preseut mag-
niticent scale of taxatlion.

To the Secretary of the Treasary, 1
said, early in 1865:

There is no royal road for a government
more than for an individual or a e rpora-
tion. What you want to do now is to cut
down your expenses and live wilhin your
income. 1 would give all the legerdemain
of finance and fnamwcicring—I would give
the whole of it for the old, homely maxim,
“lave within your income,”

This reform will be resisted at every
step. but it must be preased persisent-
ly. We see to-day the immedinte
representatives ot the people in one
branch of Congress, while struggling
to reduce expenditures, compelled to
confront the menace of the Senate and
the Execative that unless the objee-
tionable appropriations be consented
to, the operations of the government
thereunder shall suffer detriment or
cease. In my judgment, au smend-
ment to the Constitution cught to be
devised separating into distinet bills
the appropriations for the various de~
partments of the publie serviee, and
excluding from each bill all appropria-
tions for other objeects, and a!l inde-
pendent legislation. In that way alone
can the revisory power of each of the
two honses und of the Exeentive be
preserved and exempted from the
moral duress which often ecompels
assent to objectionable appropriations,
rather than stop the wheels of tho
government.

uﬁié’i;_ﬂ;—%ﬂl in thi: modeés ol oo
w0
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THE BOUTH.

An accessory cause enhancing the
distress in business is to be found in
the systematic and insupportable mis-
government imposed on the States of
the Sounth. Besides the ordinary
effeet of ignorant and dishonest ad-
ministration, it has inflicted upon
ther euormors issunes of fraudulent
bonds, the scanty avails of whieh were
wasted or stolen, and the existencze of
which is a publie discredit, tending to
bankruptey or repudiation. Taxes,
generally oppressive, in some in-
stances have oonfiscated the entire
income of property, and totally de-
stroyed its marketable value. It is
impossible that these evils should not
react upon the prosperity of the whole
country.

The noble motives of humanity con-
cur with material interests of all in
requiring that every obstacle be re-
moved, to a complete and durable re
conciliation between kindred popula-
tions once unnaturally estranged, on
the basis recognized by the St. Louis
platform, of the ‘*Constitution of the
United States, with its amendments
universally accepted as a final sestle-
ment of the controversies which en-
gendered eivil war.”

Bat, in aid of a resnlt so beneficent,
the moral influence of every good cit~
izen, a8 well as svery governmental
anthority, ought to be exerted not
alone to maintain their just equality
hefore the law, but likewise to estab-
lish a cordial fraternity and good will
among citizens, whatever their race or
eolor, who are now nuunited in the one
destiny of a common self-government.
If :he duty shall be nssigned to me, I
shounld not fail to exercise the powers
with which the laws and the constitu-
tion of our country clothe its chief
magistrate, to protect all its citizens,
whatever its former condition, inevery
politieal and personal right,

CURRENCY REFORM.

Reform is necessary, declares the St.
Louis Convention, to establish asound
currency, restore the public credit and
maintain the national honor; and it
goes on to demaund a judicious system
of preparation by public econo.nies, by
official retrenchments and by wise
finanees, which shall enable the nation
sooa to assure the whole world of its
perfect ability and its perfect readi-
ness to meet any of its promises at the
call of the ecreditor entitled to pay-
ment. '

The object demanded by the Con-
vention is a resumption of specie pay-
ments on the legal tender notes of the
United States. That would not only
restore the publie credit and maintain
the national honor, but it would *‘es-
tablish a sound currency for -~ the
people.”

. The methods by which this object
is to be pursued, and the raeans by
which it is to be attained,are disclosed
by what the Convention demanded
for the future, and by what it de-
nounced in the past.

BANK NGTE RESUMPTION,

Resumption of specie payments by
the Government of the United States
on its lezal tender notes would estab-
lish specie payments by all the bauks
on all their notes. The official state-
ment, made on the 12th of May, shows
that the amount of the bank notes was

The necessity of reform in the scale
of public expense—Federal, State and

300 millions, less 20 millions held by

=3 :
ML wives, Rooinsi these U28) m!ilE‘
| of notes, the bhaoks Leld 141 m:ijons

"

of legal tendar votes, or a Little O
"than fifty per c-ut of their amomut
Bnt they also beld on deposit in the
Frderai Treasury, as seenrity for these
uotes, bonds of the United States,
vorth 1 gold “about 360 millious,
wailuble and enrrent in all the foreign
money  markets, In resuming, the
omnks, even if 1t were possible for &l
their notes to be presented for pay-
ment, would bhave 500 millions of
wpecie fands to pay 280 millions ol
notes, without coutracting their loans
to their customnoers, or calliug on any
private ldebtor for payment. Suspend-
ed bauks, nudertuking to resume, have
nsaally be n obliged to eolleet from
needy borrowers the meanns to redvem
excessive wssnes and to provide re-
sorves, A vagne idea of distress is,
therefore, often associated with the
proce. s of resumption.  Bat the cond:-
tions whieh enused distress 1o those
former instances do not now exist,

The government hins only to ke
g wl 1ts own prongides sitedl thiey bhanks
can take care f othemsclves withont
dhistressing auybody., ‘Uhe government
is, thorefore, ihe sole debmguent,

LEGAL-TENDER RESUMPTILON.

The wmonunt of tho legal tender notes
of the United States now ontstanding
18 tess than. 370 milhions of dollars,
besides 34 millions of dollars of frae-
tional enrreney.  How shall the gov-
arpaent make these notes at all bimes
an groed as h]“‘t'ic‘ 92

¢ has to provide, in referenes te th
ma== whieh wonid be kept 1o use by
Llus wants of busimess, o central reser-
vour of eoin, adequate to the adjost
meut of the temporary flactuations of
imfernation] balanee<, ardd as 4 guar
anty againsttransient draius artificially
ervatted by peme or by specalation,

It hins also to provide for the pay-
ment in eoin of sueh fractional enrren-
¢y as may be presentod for redemption,
aud such isconsiderable portions of
the - gal tenders as individaals may,
from time to time, desire to eonvert
for speciai use, or in order to lay by in
coin their Little stores of money.

RESUMPTION NOT DIFFIOULT.

To make the coin now in the treas.
ury available for the objeets of this re
serve, to gradually strengthen nial eo-
large that reserve, and to provide for
such other exeeptioval demands for
coin as may arise, does not seem to
ne a work of diffionlty. If wisely
planned and diseretly pursned, it
oucsht not to eost any saerifice o the
business of the eonntry. 1t should
tend, on the contrary, to a revival of
hope and confidence.  The eoin iu the
treasury on the 30th of Jane, meiud-
ing what 18 held against coin ecrtifi-
cates, amounted to nearly 94 millions,
The earrent of precions metals which
Las flowed out of our eountry for the
cleven years from July 1, 1865, to
June 30, 1876, averaged nearly 76 mil-
lions a year, was 5832 millious in the
whole period of which 617 millions
were the produet of our own mines.

To amnss the requisite guantity,
by intercepting from the carrent low-~
ing out of the conntry, aupd by sequir-
ing fram thestocks which exist abroad
withont d.sturbing the equilibrium of
foreign money markets; is a resnlt to
be easily worked omt by practical
knowledge and judgment.

With respect to whatever sarplns of
legal tenders the wants of bnusiness
n.ay fail to keep in nuse, and which, in
order to save interest, will'be returncd
for redemption, they ean cithor be
paid or they ean be funded. Whether
they continue as enrrency,or beabsorh-
ed into the vast mass of seenrities held
as investments is merely a question of
the rate of iiterest they draw. liven
if they were to remain in their present
form, and the government were to
agree to pay on them a rate of interest,
makivg them desirable as investments,
they would cease to cirenlate and tuke
their place with government, State, mn-
nicipal, and other eorporate and pri-
vate bonuds, of whizh thousands of
millions exist amongst ns, In the per-
fect ease with which they can be
changed froth ecurreney into invesi-
ments lies the only danger to be guard-
od against in the adoption of general
asrembly measures intended to remove
a clearly ascertained surplus; that is,
the withdrawal of any which are not a
permanent excess beyond the wants of
business. Evyen more mischievous
wounld be any mesasure which affects
the public imagination with the fear
of an apprehended secarcity. In a
community where credit is so much
used, fluctuations of values and vieis-
sitndes in business are largely caused
by the temporary beliefs of men even
Lefore those beliefs ean conform to
ascertained realities,

AMOUNT OF NECESSARY CURRENCY,

The amonut of necessary currencey,
at a given time, eannot be determined
arbitrarily, and should not be assnmed
ou eonjecture. That amonut is sub-
ject to both permanent and temporary
changes. An enlargement of it, whish
seemed to be durable, happened at
the beginning of the civil war by a
substituted nse of currency in place
of individual credits. It varies with
certain states of business. It fluctu-
atex, with considerable regularity, at
different seasons of the year. In the
antumn, for instance, when buyers of
grain and other agrieultural produets
begin their opersations, they usually
need to borrow eapital or eirealating
ecredits by which to make their purs
chases; and want these funds in enr-
rency eapable of being distributed in
small snms among numerous sellers,
The ad.ditional need of enrrency at
such times is five per eent. of the
whole volume, and, if a surplus be-
yond what is required for ordinary
use does not happen to have been on
hand - at the money centers, a
scarcity of eurrency ensnes, and also
a stringeney in the loan market,

It was in reference to such expe-
riences that, in a disenssion of this
subject, in my annnal message to the
New York Legislatnre of January 5
1875, the suggestion was made that:

The federnl government is bound to
redeem every portion of its issnes
which the public do not wish to use.
Having assumedito momnopolize the
supply of eurrency, and enacted ex-
clasion against everybody else, it is
bound to farnish all which the wants
of busivess require. * =
The system shounld passively allow the
voinme of circulating credits to ebb
and flow, according to the ever~
changing warts of business. It should
imitate, as closely as possible, the
nataral lawa of trade, whiech it has
superseded by artificial contrivances.
And in a siciilar discussion, in my
message of Japuary 4, 1876, it was
said that resnmption should be effected
by such measures as would keep the
agercgate amount of the currency
salf-adjusting daring all the process,
without creating, at any time, an
artificial scarcity, and without execiting
the public imagination with alarme
which impair confidence, contract the
whole machinery of credit, and disturb
the nstural operations of business,

MEANS OF RESUMIPTION.

Public economies, official retrench-~
ments and wise finance are the means
which the 8t. Liouis (onvention indi-
oates as provision for reserves and re-
demptions.

The best resource is a reduection of
the expenses of the goverrment below
its income; for that imposes uo new
charge on the people.

If, however, the improvidence and
waste which have conducted us to a
period of falling revenues oblige us to
sapplement the results of economies
and retrenchments by some resort to
loans, we should not hesitate, The

-

% wunﬁhndt ought ot W speeilule on ]
» own fisbounor, in order to save{'montb, beeausé theéy canno.

‘interest on its breken promises, which | profitable use for €0 many of theic}

at stifl compels private dealers o ac
sept nt & fctitions par, The highest
national hovor is not only right, but
wouald prove profitable. Of tne pab-
Lie debt, 935 millions bear interest at
six per ceat, in go.d. The svorage
interest 18 5.08 per cent,

A Snancial policy which should se
cure the bighest eredit, wisely availed
of ought gradually to obtain u redue-
tioa of one per ceut, 1a the interest ou
most of the loans A saving of one
per een’. ou the average wonld be 17
millions & vear iz goid. That saving
regalarly invested at fonr aud s balf
p r cent. would, in less than thirty-
eight years, extinguish the prineipal.
The whole 1,700 millions of funded
debt might ba psid by this saviug
alone, withont cost to the people,

PROVPEI TIME FOoll RESUMPTION.

I'he proper time for ce-amption is
the time whea wase preparations shal:
fleve rlln':,t't] into lu'l‘i'r(‘![ u!!l[ll,}' ({3
accomplish thie objecl with a eertuinty
wind ense that will tuspire  coolideoce,
sl LU TR R o TLER the h'\'i\'lllg_{ ol b
ness, The earliest time in which
such a resn!t ean he brought abhoat s
the best. Ilven when Lhe preparations
have been maiared, thoe exaet dato
wolttld have to be ehosen with refer-
ence to the then coxisting state of trade
aud eredit operations in onr own
country, the course of foreign ecom-
meree, and the coudition of the ex
ehanges with other nations,  The spe-
citic measures and the actual date
are matters of detall haviug referenes
to ever-changing conditions, ey
belong to the domsiu of practical ad~
wini=trative statesmanship.  'The eap
Lain of a steamer, abont starlivg from
New York to Luverpool, does not as-
ssmble a counetl over his ocean chart
and lix an augle by whieh to  lash the
riadder for the whole voyage. A nn-
mann intelligenee mnst be at the hehu
diseern the shafting forees of the
waters and the winds, A bhuman hand
must be on the helm to fgol the ele-
ments day by day, and guide to a
mastery over them.

PREPARATIONS FOR RESUMPTION,

Without them, n legislative command
tixing a day, an oflicial promise [fixing
n duy, are shams. They are worse—
thay are a suare and a delusion £ty all
who trust them. I'bey destroy all
coutidence among thougitiul men
whose jadgm-nt will at last sway pab
liec opumon, An attempt to act on
snch a command or sneh a promise,
withoui preparation, woald end in a
new suspension.  IL would be a frosh
calumity, proitie of conlusion,distrust
and distress,
THE AOT OF JANUARY l471H, 1875.

The Aect of Congross on the 14th of
Junuary, 1875, enacted that, on and
after the 1st of Jaonary, 1879, the
SBeeretary of the Treasury shali redeem
in coiu the legal tender notes of the
United States on presentation at the
office of the ussistant treasurer in the

ity of New York. It an‘horized the
sceretary ‘‘to prepare and provide for”
sneh resumption of jspecio payments
by the use of any surplus revenues not
otherwise appropriated; and by issuing,
in his diseretion, certain classes of
bouds.

More than one and a half of the four
years have passed. QCongress and the
P'resident have countined ever since to
nuite in acts which bave legislated ount
of existence every possible surplus ap-
plicable to this purpog:, .

The eown in the treasnry claimed to
belong to the government had, on the
30 of June, fallen to less then 45 mil-
lious of dollars as against H9 millions
on the 1st of January, 1875, nnd the
availability of a part of that sum is
said to be questionable, The revenaes
are falling faster thun appropriations
and expenditures are redueced, leaving
the treasury with nndiminishing re-
sources. 'The seeretary has done noth-
ing under his power to issne bonds.

The legi=lative demand, the oflicial
promise fixing the day for resumption
havethus far been barren. Nopraeotieal
preparations towards resnmpiion have
been made. Thete has been no pro-
gress. There have been steps back-
ward.

There is no necromancyin the opera-
tions of governwent. The home maxims
of every-any life are the best standards
of its conduet. A debtor- who should
promise to pay a loan out of surplus
income, yet be seen every dav spend-
ing all he conld lay his hands on in
riotous living, would lose all character
for honesty, veracity. His offer of
a new promise or his profession as to
tho value of the o0l1 promise, would
alike provoke derision,
RESUPMTION PLAN OF THE ST.

PLATFORM,

The St. Louis platfcrm denounces
the failure for eleven years to make
gond the promise of the legal tender
notes. It denounces the omission to
accnmulate “‘any reserve for their re-
demption 7 Tt denounces the conduct
**which, during eleven years of peace,
has made no advances towards re-
sumption, no preparations for resump-
tion, but instead has obstructed re=
sumption, by wasting oanr resonrces
and exhausting all onr surplus income.
and while professing to intend a
speedy return to specie payments, has
annually enacted fresh hindrauces
thereto.” And having first denonneed
the barrenness of the premise of a day
of resnmption, it next denounces that
barren promise as a ‘“‘hindranee’” to
resumption. It then demands its re-
peal, and also demands the establish-
mont of “‘a judicions syetem of preps
aration” for resumption. Iteannot be
donbted that the smbstitution of a
“*aystem of preparation,” withont the
promise of a ay, for the worthless
promise of a day withont *‘a system of
preparation” wounld be the gain of the
snbstanee "of resnmption in exchange
for its shadow.

Nor is the denunciation unmerited
of that improvidence which, in the
eleven years since the peace, has econ-
sumed 4,500 millions dollars, ard yet
conld not afford to give .the people a
sound and staple eurrency. Two and
& half per cent. on the expenditures
of these eleven years, or even less,
would have provided all the additional
coin needful to resumption.

RELIEF TO BUSINESS DISTRESS

The disfress now felt by the people
in all their business and industries,
though it has its principal cause in the
enormous waste of eapital ocecasioned
by th - false policies of our government
has been greatly aggravated by the
mismanagement of the ecurrency. Un-
certuinty is the prolific parent of mis-
chiefs in all business. Never were its
evils more folt than now. - Men do
nothing, because they are unable to
make any calculations on which they
can safely rely. They undertake noth-
ing, becanse they fear a loss in every-
thing they would attempt. They stop
and wait. The merchant dares re!
buy for the future consumption of his
customers. The manufacturcr dares
tot make fabries which may not refund
his outlay. He shuts his factory and
discharges his workmen, Capitalists
cannot lend on seenrity they consider
safe, and their funds lie almost with-
out interest. Men of enterprise who
have eredit or securities to pledge, will
not borrow. Cousumption has fallen
below the natural limits of a reasona-
ble ecovomy. Prices of many things
ars under their range in frugal, specie-
aying times before the civil war.

'ast masses of currency lie in the
banks unused. A year and a half ago
tho legal tenders were at their largest
volnme, and the twelve millions gince
retired have been replaced by fresh
igsnes of fiftesn millions of bank notes,
In the meantime the banks have been

LOUIS

Such preparations are sverything.

surrem lering about .,‘!imriillim w] ti

!ztl i

notes, ! :
_ The public mind will no longsr ac-
cept shams. It has r_iuﬁ_'nre-d enongii
from illusions. An 1nsiucere poiley
increases distrust, Au nustable poliey
inereases noeertainty. The peoplenesd
to know that the government is mov-
ingin the direetion of ultimate safety
and peosperity, and that it is doing so
t! rongh pradent, sefe and couserva-
tive methods, which will be sure to
inflict o new saerifice an the buziness
of the ecuntry. Then the inspiration
of new hope and weil founded confi-
devnee will h-sten the restor.ng pro-
cessen of natnre, and prospertt; w il
begin to return.

The 8St. Lonis Convention eoncludes
its expression in regird o the cenr-
retncy by a deecluration of its convie-
tions as to the pree'ieal resnits of tie
system of prepara!ions it Jemnnds, Tt
snys: “*We believe such a system, well
devised, and, above all, intrnseed to
compelent tmnds for execation, ereafs
ing at no time an artificinl seareity of
earrencey, and at no time winrminge the
pablic mind intoea withdrawal of that
vaster machimery of enadit Y which
nisety-five per cent. of all business
trau-anctions are performed ——a system
open, publie, and inspiring  general
confidenee wonld, from *he day of ifs
adoption, bring Lealing on its wings
to all onr harassed induastries, sel (n
.motion the wheels of eommeree, mann-
faetur 8 and the mechanic arts, restor @
employment to Libor, nnd reaew in il
its natural sources the prosperity of
the people.”

The government of the united
States, in my opinion, can advanee to
a resmmption of spetie payments on its
legal tender notes Ly gradual and safe
processes tending to relieve the pres-
ent business distress. If eharged by
the people with the administration of
the exeentive office, 1 should deem it
a duty so to exercise the powers with
which it has been or may be invested
by Congress as best and zoouest to
eonduet the country to that beneficent
resaik, '

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM,

The convention jnstly aflirms that
Reform is necessary in the civil ser-
vice, necessary to ils parifieation,
necessary to its cconomy and its effici~
ency, necessary in order that the ord:-
nary employment of the public busi-
ness may not be ‘‘a prize fonght for at
the ballot box, a brief reward of party
zeal instead of posts of honor assigned
for proved competency, and held for
fidelity in the publie employ.” The
convention wisely added that ““Keform
is necessary even more in the higher
grades of the public serviea, DPresi-
dent, Viece-President, Judges, Sena-
tors, Representatives, Cabiuet Officers,
these and all others in anthority are
the people’s servants, Their offices
are not a private perfiuisite; they are a
public trust.”

Two evils infest the official rervice
of the Federal government.

OneZis the prevalent and demoraliz-
ing notion that the publie service ex-
ists not for the business and benefit of
the whole peonle, but for the interest
of the office-holders, who are in truth
but the servants of the people . Under
the influnence of this pernicious error
public employments have been multi-
plied; the numbers of those gathered
into the ranks of the office-koldars
have been steadily inerensed beyond
uny possible requirament of the publie
business, while 1nefliciency, peealation,
frand, and mulversation of the publie
fands, from the highest places of poa-
er to the loweat, have overspread the
whole service like a leprosy.

The other evil is the organization of
the official class into a body of politieal
mereenaries, goverving the eancuses
and dietating the nominations of their
own party, and attempting to earry
the elections of the people by undue
intlnence, and by immense corruption
funda systematieally colleeted from
the salaries or fees of office-
holders. The official class  in
other comntries, sometimes by its own
weight and sometimes in allinnece with
the army, Las been able to rule the un-
organized masses even nnder universal
suffrage. Here it has already grown
into a gigantic power capable of
stifling the 1uspirations of a sound pub-
liec opinion, and of resisting an easy
change of admipistration, until mis-
government becomes intolerable, and
publie spirit has been stung to the
pitch of a civie revolution.

The first step iu reform is the eleva-
tion of the standard Dy which the ap-
pointing power selects agents to exe-
| cnte official trusts. Next in import-
| ance is a conscientions fidelily in the
exercise of the untrustworthy or inea-
pable subordinates, The public in=
terest in an hoonest, skillful perfor-
mance of official trust must not be
sacrificed to the usufrnet of the in-
enmbents.

After these immediate eteps, whieh
- will ensure the exhibition of better
examples, we may wisely go on to the
abolition of wunecessary offices, and,
finally, to the patient, fcareful organi-
zation of a better civil service system,
ander the tests, wherever practicable,
of proved eompeteney and fidelity.

While much may be accomplished
by these methods, it might enconrage
delusive expeefations if I withheld
here the expression of my econviction
that no reform of the ecivil serviee in
this country will bo ecomplete and per-
manent nntil its chief magistrate is
constitutionally digqnalified for re-
election; sxperience having repeatedly
exposed the futility of self-imposed
restrictions by candidates or incum-
bents. Through this solemnity only
can be effectunlly delivered from his
greatest temptation to misuse the
power and patronage with whieh the
Executive is necessarily charged.

OONCLUSION.

Educated in the belief that it i3 the
first duty of a citizen of the republie
to take his fair allotment of eare and
trouble in publie affairs, I have, for
forty years, as a private citizen, ful-
filled that duty. Though ceeupicd in
an unusual degree during all that pe-
riod with the coneerns of government,
I have never aequired the habit of
oflicial life. When, a year and a half
ago, I entered npon my present trust,
it was in order to eonsummate reforms
to whieh I had already devoted several
of the best years of my life. Knowing
as I do, therefore, from fresh expe-
rience, how great the difference is be-
tween gliding through an official
rontine and working out a reform of
sysfems and policies, it is impossible
for me to eonteraplate what needs to
be done in the federal administration
withont an anxions sense of the difficul-’
ties of the nndertaking. If summoned
by the suffrages of my conntrymen to
attempt this work, 1 shall endeavor,
with God’s help, to be the efficient in-
strument of their will

Samurr J. Timoexs.
To Gen. John A. MecUlernard, Chair-

man, Gen. W. B. Franklin, Hon, J,

J. Abbott, Hon. H. J. nhorst,

Hon. H. J. Redfield, on., F. 8.

Liyon and others, Committee, &g,

—————
G0Y. HENDRICKS’ LETTER OF AC-
CEPTANCE. )
INnpiavaroris, July 24, 1876.

GexTLEMEN : I have the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of your com- ;
munication,in which you have formally
notified me of my nomination by the
National Democratic Convention at
St. Louis, as their candidate for the
oflice of Vice President of the United
States. [tis a nomination which I
had neither expected nor desired; and
yet 1 recogmize and appreciate the
high honor done me by the (Conven-

choice of such a body, pro-
nounee: | with sich nnusual unaniaity,
and accompanied with so generous an
ex won -of esteem and confidenco
oumo' outweigh all merely persoual
desires and preferences of my owu, It
is with this feeling, and I trust also
from a deep sense of publie daty, that
[-now accept the nomination,nnd shali
abide the jndgment of my couniry-
men. ¥

It wounld bave been impossible for
me to accept the nomination if I conld
not heartily endorsp the platform of
the Convention. T am gratified, there-
fore, to be able unequivoeally to de-
clare that I agree in the prineciples,
approve the polictes, and- sympathize
with the purposes enanciated in the
platforra. :

The institutiom'uf our country bave
been sorely tried by the exigeucies of
civil war, and, since the peace, by a
selfish and corrupt management of
publie affairs, which has shamed us
before eivilized mankind. By nnwise
and partial legislation every industry
and interest of the people have been
made to saffer; and in the exeeutive
departments of the government, dis-
honest, rapacity and venality - have
debauched the pablie serviee. Men
known to be rinworthy have baen pro-
moted, while others have been de
graded for fidelity to official duty.
Publie office has been made the meaus
of private profit, and the eountry lus
been offended to see a elass of men
who boast the friendship ofdthe sworn
protectors of the State amassing for
cnes by defrending the pubhe treas
nry and by eovrnpting the servants ol
the people.  In suell a erwis of the
lustory ot theZeountry 1 rejoies that
the convention at St lL.oms has so
nobly raised the standartl of  re-
form. Nothing can he weil wih
us or with our affairs until the
public conscience,shocked by the enor-
mons evils aud abnses which prevail,
shall have demanded and eompelled
an ansparing reformation of our Na~
tional Administration, “‘in its head
and in its members.” In snch a re
formation the removal of a singlo
officer, even the President, is comparn-
tively a trifling matter, if the system
whiech he represents, and which has
fostered him as he has fostered it, is
suffered to remain =~ The President
alone must not be made the seapegeoat
for the enormities of the system whieh
infests the publie service, and threat-
ens the destiuetion of ourinstitutions.
In some respeets I hold that the
present execntive has-beey the wvictim
rather than the anthor of  that vieions
system. Congressional and party lead
ors have been stronger than the Presi-
dent. No one man could have ereated
it, and the removal of no one man ean
amend it. It is thoroug.ly corrupt,
and must be swept remorselessly away
by the selection of a government com-
posed of elements entirely new, and
pledged to radieal reform.

REFOLMS NEEDED.

The first work of reform must evi-
dently be the restoration oi the normal
operation of the Constitntion of the
United States,with all its araendments.
The neocessities of war cannot be
pleaded in a time of peace; the right
of loeal self government as gunaranteed
by the Constitution of the Union mnst
be everywhere restored, and the cen-
tralized (almost peiroial) imperialism
which bhas been practised muast be
done away, or the first principles of
the republic will be lost,

Onr finaneial system of expedients
must be reformed. Gold and silver
are the real standard of valnes, and our
national curreney will not he a periect
medium of exehange until 1t shall be
convertible at the pleasnie of the
holders. As I Liave heretofore said, no
one desires a return to =pecie pay-
ments more earnestly than I do; bat |
do not believe that it will or ean be
reached in harmony with the interests
of the pcople by artificial measures for
the eontraction of the currency, any
more than I believe that wealth or per-
manent prosperity ean be created by
an inflation of fthe eurreney. . The
Iaws of finanee eannot be disregarded
with impunity. Tha finaneial poliey
of the Government, if, indeed, 1t de-
serves the name of policy at all, has
been in disregard of those laws, and
therefore has disturbeil commerecial
and business confidence, as well as
hindered a return to specie payments,
One feature of that policy was the re-
sumption clause of the Act of 1875,
which has embarrassed the country by
the anticipation of a compulsory re-
sumption for wlich no preparation has
becu made, agd withont any assnrance
that it would be practicable. The re-
peal of that aia’idla 13 necessary that
the natural operation of finaneial lnws
may be restored, thac the business of
the country may be relieved from its
disturbing and depressing influence,
and that a return to specie payments
may be facilitated by the substitntion
of wiser and more prudent legislation,
which shall mainly rely on a judicious
system of public economies and official
retrenchments, and above all on the
promotion of prosperity in all the in-
dustries of the people.

I do not wunderstand the ropeal of
the resumption clause of the Act of
1375 to be a backward step in our ro-
tarn to specie payments, but the re-
covery of a false step; and althongh
the repeal may, for a time, bhe preven-
ted, yet the determination of the
Democratie party on this subjeet has
now been distinetly declared. There
should be no hinderances pnt in the
way of 8 retarn to specie payments,
‘“As sueh a hinderanes,” gays the plat-
form of the 8t. Lonis Convention, ““we
denounece the resnmmption clause of the
Act of 1875, and demand its repeal.”

I thoronghly believe that by publie
economy, by oflicial retrenchments,
and by wise finance enabling us to ne-
enmulate the precions metals, rosnmp
tion at an early period is possible,
withont producing an “‘artificial
scarcity of eurrency” or disturbing
public or eomnmerecial eredit; and that
these reforms- together with the restor-
ation of pure government, will restore
general confidence, eneourage the nse-
ful investment of eapital, furnish em--
ployment to labor, and relieve tho
country from the “‘paralysis of hard
times,” =
OTUR INDUSTRIES.

With the industries of the people
there bave been frequent interferences,
Oar platform truly says that many in-
dustries have been impoverished to
snbsidiz . a few. Our commerce has
been degraded to an inferior positicn
an the high seas; manufactures have
been diminished; agricu'ture has been
embarrassed, and the distress of the
industrial classes demands that' these
things shall be reformed.

The burdens of the people must also
be lightened by a great echange in onr
system of publiic expenses. The profli-
gate expenditures which increased
taxation from five dollars per eapita in
1860 to eighteen dollars 1n 1870 tells

reform.

Our treaties with foreign powers
should also be revised and amended,
in so far as they leave citizens of for-~
eign birth in any particnlar less secure
in any country on earth than they
would be if they had been born on our
own soil; and the iniquitous eoolie
system which, through the agency of
wealthy companies, imports Chinese
bondsmen, and establishes a species of
slavery, and interferes with the just
revards of labor on our Pacific coast,
shounld be utterly abolished. '

In the reform of our civil service, I
most heartily endorse that section of
the platform whkich declares that the
civil service ought not to be *“‘snbjeet
to change at every election,” and that

it ought not to be made “‘the brief re-

its own story of onr need of fiseal [

ward of party zeal,” but ougbt_—t;-;;
vwarded for proved competenoy
held for fildelity ih the publie ampla'nd-'-
[ nope never ngain to seg the eogu'g[
aind remorscless proseription fo :
¢l opinions which hag disgr ;oedpdul:
adounisira ion of the last eight yea
B d us the eivil service now jg as :l.‘!
know, it has some men of tried'inlegn‘
ty and proved ability. Such mep “&
such men only, should be fﬁtlin:ad :
office; bnt no man should be l‘l‘tgin:;
on any consuderation who hay prosti
tuted his office to the purpose of .
tisan intimidation or cumpﬂlsiunpm.
who has furnisbed money to corr -
the elections, 'This is (]youe and Ept
been done in almost every connt .:
the land. It is # blight upon ¢,
morals of the conntry, and Oughttob:
reformed.

OUR BOHOOLS,

Of seelional eontentions, and n re
speet to our common schools, T huye
only this to eay: That in my ;
ment, the man or party that wogjq ig.
volve our schools in politieal of >
rian controversy i1 an onem
schools. The eommon ma}.{m:: the
anfer nnder the protecting ence of all
the people than ander tha ('"ll'-l;lbiof
any parly or _ neet. 'I'llvy nmust be
neithier sectarian nor Partisnn and
there minst be neither diviqin;l nor
misappropriation _ul' the fuody for
their support. Likewise I rogarq the
man who would aronse or foster A
tional animosities and antagonismg
among his conatrymen as a dangerons
enemy to s enunt ry. All the llwlpla
must be made to feel and know thgt
opce more there 18 established g pur-
pose and poliey under which all eitje
zens of avery condition, race and color
will be secoure in .the enjoyment of
whatever rights the Constitution and
laws deelare or recoguize; and that g
controversies that may arise the gov-
croment is not & partisan, bat, withip
its eonstitutionsl authority the just
and powerful guardian of the rights
und safety of all. “'T'he strife between
the secetions and between races will
cease as soon a8 the power for evil s
taken away from a party that makes
politicul gain out of secnes of violenes
and bloodshed, and the eonstitutiona]
authority 19 placed in the bauds of
men  whose political welfare requires
that peace and good order shall be
preserved everywhere,

GOY, TILDEN,

It will be seen, gentlemen, that I gm
in entire accord with the platform of
the Convention by which I- have been
nominated as a ecandidate for the
oflice of Viee President of the United
States, DPermit me, in conelusion, to
express my satisfuetion at being assoei-
ated with a ecandidate for the Presi-
deney who is first among his equals as
a representative of the spirit und of
the achievements of reform. In his
official career as the Executive of the
great State of New York, he has, ins
comparafively short period, reformed
the publicservice and reduced the pub-
lic burdens, so as to have earned at
once the gratitude of h.s State and the
admiration of the country. 'he pso-
ple know him to be thoroughly in
earnest; he has shown himself to be
possessed of powers and qualities
whieh fit him, in an eminent degree,
for the great work of reform which
this ‘country now needs; and if he
shall be choscu by the people to the
high oflice of President of the United
States, I helieve that the day of his in-
angnration will be the beginniog of &
new era of peace, parity and prosper-
ity in all departments of our govern-
meont, I am, geutlemen, your obedieut
servant,

THOMAS A, HENDRICEKS.
To the Hon., Joln A. MeClernand,

Chairman, and others of the Com-

mittee of the National Demoecratie

Convention,
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