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Secrets of the Courts of Europe

An Old Ambassador's Revelations of the
Inner History of Famous Episodes
Heretofore Cloaked in Mystery

Chronicled by ALLEN UPWARD

=

A SERAGLIO SECRET

S tedotads s Poloadte s Podtesetotedo oo doais

We came out into the open air and
seated oursclves in front of a small
table with a marble surface, which a
waiter diligently wiped with his nap-
l.in, before proceeding to bring us our
re'reshments. The night was mild,
«nd the numerous lights of the boule-
vard were muflled by a faint mist,
which softened the voices of the passe
ersby.  The ambassador leaned for-
ward with one arm resting on the
table, and his hat set back [rom his
torelicad.

“It was on a night like this,” he be-
an, “only more close and sultry, that
| had what is perhaps the most bizarre
xperience of my life. It was when I
was attached, in the capacity of secre-
lary, to our embassy in Constanti-
nnple

“It was at a time when the affairs of
furkey were about to attract the at-
.ention of the civilized world. Russia
w~os already preparing to draw the
sword, and it was believed in some
juarters that England would not con-
sent to remain a passive spectator of
(he struggle. The entire weight of
crance was being thrown into the

cale to avert this contingency, and I
have reason to believe that it was the
-ervices which I was able to render to
the republic during this crisis which
lcd to my being intrusted with my first
‘mbassy.

“Our desire, of course, was to keep
Russia strong, to act as a restraint on
J1ussia; and in this task 1 found my-
self pitted against
minister, Lord Beaconsfield. He was
a great man, let me tell you, who suc-
ceeded in obtaining for himself a
Buropean vogue second ouly to that of
Ilismarck. But of my lubors in this
direction I must not speak.

“To return to the night which I
have already referred to: I had saun-
tered out from the embassy quite late,
und after walking through the streets
of Pera for an hour, I was seized by an
impulse to cross over the Golden Horn
nd explore old Stamboul. It was per-
haps a rash proceeding at such a time,
but I had accustomed myself to these
nocturnal rambles, in which, for great-
er safety, I wore a Mohammedan cos-
tume.

“Doubtless, you have read those de-
lightful ‘Arabian Nights,' and can fig-
ure to yourself the enchantment of
wandering through an Eastern city in
the silent hours, when the moonlight
falls softly on the tapering minarets,
and on the high walls of mysterious
gardens in which veiled beauties re-
cline bLeside marble fountains, and
listen to the songs of divine birds.

“I made my way, as I have told you,
into the Turkish quarter. Avoiding the
region of the bazaars, which at this
hour were closed, 1 turned my steps
into that in which the pashas have
their superb residences, a region In-
tersected at long intervals by narrow
and solitary lanes, running between
blank walls, with here and there a lit-
tle postern gate artfully introduced
beneath the ivy. I was sauntering
slowly down one of these lanes when
I perceivedein front of me, at a point
where the shadow of a tall ilex fell
across the white surface of the road,
a group of those dogs which infest
Constantinople. They were quarreling
over some object which lay on the
roadway in the center of the black
patch of shadow. Save for the pres-
ence of the dogs the whole neighbor-
hood appeared to be absolutely de-
serted.

“I advanced toward the spot, en-
deavoring to make out the nature of
the object which had attracted these
carnivorous brutes. As I got.nearer

pattern usually worn in Turkey. My
curiosity was now strongly roused. I
stepped into the midst of the growling
urs, and drove them off with a few
olows of a stick which I carried. Then
I stooped down to pick up this mys-
terious object.

“No sooner had my hand touched
it than I started back with a veritable
thrill of horror. The slipper contained
a human foot!

“My first impulse on making this ter-
rible discovery was to turn and fly
from the place. But a dreadful fasci-
nation, which I could not overcome,
rooted me to the spot, and even com-
pelled me to make a closer examina-
tion. I stooped down, peering in the
dim light, and asking myself with a
beating heart how this severed foot
had come to be exposed there on that
lonely path, as if it were the damning
evidence of some strange crime.

“As 1 gazed at it thus, I became
aware that the foot had for some time
ceased to bleed. It had been cut off
at the ankle, and the dry blood was
beginning to congeal over the severed
veins and arteries. I looked on the

ground beside it for stains of blood,
| but not one was visible. I extended
| my circle, and scrutinized all round it
| with care, but the result was the same.
l “Of one fact I was now positively as-
sured. This foot which 1 beheld on
| the ground had not been cut off the
| human being to whom it belonged at
this place, nor perhaps anywhere in
tho neighborhood. It had been brought
| here, doubtless, under the influence of
some strong fear, by one who felt it
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I perceived it to be a slipper of the
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sion without a moment's delay.

“This was not my first lesson in the
barbarity of oriental customs; there
were dark stories floating about Con-
stantinoply, beneath the surface, of
men, some of them foreigners of high
ravk, who had ventured into forbidden
precinets, and suffered the most horri-
ble retaliation at the hands of eunuchs
in the service of a revengeful Moslem.

“Strangely agitated, almost before 1
realizcd what 1 was doing, 1 bent down,
and picking up the slipper carried it
out of the shadow of the ilex tree, into
the full moonlight, and drew forth
what it contained.

“Do not ask me to describe the sight
which met my eyes, and which com:-
pleted the horror of the entire incident,
The foot which I held in my hand was
unlike any other foot which I had ever
seen—unlike any human foot. [
dropped the frightful thing on to the
ground, averted my eyes, and fled
from the accursed place.”

At this point the ambassador inter-
rupted himself to order the waiter,
who had already served our coffee, to
bring cognac as well

“I had retraced my steps almost as
far as the Golden Horn,” he proceeded,
“when 1 discovered that 1 was still car-
rying the slipper in my hand. Think-
ing that it might yet prove to be of im-
portance, I thrust it hastily inside the
folds of my Turkish robe bl re pro-
ceeding. At the game time 1 began to
observe that there was a certain move-
ment in the streets, which was not
common at that hour of the night. 1
saw soldiers about, and, unless my
eyes deceived me, there were more
lights than usual on board the Turk-
ish warships anchored opposite the
Dolmabacheh palace,

“I might have stopped to investigate
these sy mptoms of disturbance, but for
a sudden ch.mge which now took place
in the atmosphere. The great black
clouds which had been gathering from
one corner of the sky massed them-
gelves overhead, and then suddenly
split in a blinding fissure of forked
lightning, while a crash of thunder
shook the towers and roofs of Stam-
boul like an earthquake. Dmmediately
the rain began to descend with the
weight of an avalanche, and huge pools
instantly formed themselves along the
roads. I rushed through the storm as
best I could, and reached the embassy
in safety.

“Even then, however, the alarms of
that fearful night were not at an end
1 had been lying in bed, unable to
gleep, for an hour or two, when all at
once I heard the well-known boom ot
cannon answering the thunder over-
head. I listened and again ard again
the sound was repeated, till a hundred
cannon had gone off in the durkness;
and, finally, the storm passcd away
like a rouled army, and the gray dawn
came stealing over the Black sca.

“That night has since become his
torical. It was the night of the 29th
of May, on which Abdul-Aziz Khan,
the Refuge of the World and the
Shadow of God, was forcibly deposed
from the sultanate and made a cap-
tive in his own palace.

“As soon as morning had come, the
news of what had taken place was all
over Constantinople. It did not take
the diplomatists in Pera wholly by sur-
prise. For some time past Abdul-Aziz
had been unpopular with his subjects
To him had been attributed the mis:
fortunes which were gathering round
Turkey, and which seemed to threaten
the dissolution of the empire. There
had been more than one armed out
break in the capital, ministry after
ministry had been set up only to be
thrown down, and a feeling of unrest
was in all men’s minds.

“It appeared that this state of things
had culminated in the meeting of a
secret council of the great pashas al
the seraskierate, which is, as you are
aware, the headquarters of the army.

“The council had been called sud-
denly, in the dead of night, by Me
hemed Rushdi Pasha, the grand vizier,
but for whom, it was said, the revolu- |
tion would bhave taken place before.

“At this council the principal ule
mas of the Moslem faith attended, and
the head of their body, the sheik-ul-
Islam, oflicially pronounced that a com-
mander of the faithful might be law-
fully deposed. Thereupon, the agents
of the conspiracy received their or-
ders, the palace was surrounded with
troops, and the men-of-war, which 1
had seen illuminated, prepared to cut
off all egress on the water side.

“These arrangements completed,
messengers were sent secretly into the

necessary to rid himself of its posses: }
|

quarter of the palace in which Me-
hemed Murad Elfendi, the sultan’s

nephew, was kept a prisoner by his
suspicious uncle. The prince was
smuggled out in safety, escorted to the
seraskierate, and there proclaimed as
sultan, to the sound of a hundred guns.

“In this way was the monarch of a
great empire dethroned, and his crown
given to another, without the loss of
a single life, and with hardly a com-
motion in the street. Believe me, my
friend, we have yet much to learn
.rom these oriental peoples.

—————

“Constantinople was settling down
again after its excitement, and 1 was
beginning to believe that nothing more
would happen, when the news of the
catastrophe arrived. About midday a
steam launch left the Dolmabacheh
palace, and came down the Losphorus,
stopping at the residences of the am:
bassadors, and bearing Suleiman Bey,
the secretary of the grand vizier, who
communicated to each of the foreign
representatives in turn the tragic tid-
ings that Abdul-Aziz had
survive his deposition, and had died
by his own hand.

“I was with my chief when Suleiman
Bey reached the French embassy, and
as the ambassador had no secrets from
me, I remained while he delivered his
message. He appeared much agitated,
a thing which I8 most unusual in an
oriental.

“The ambassador and I were, of
course, overwhelmed by the announce-
ment which he made to us. While the
Bey was speaking my chief glanced
at me, and I read in his eyes the sus-
picion which had already formed itself
in my own mind. This sudden death
of an inconvenient and dangerous
prisoner was an event which it was
easy to understand in an Eastern
court.

“Evidently the grand vizier had an-
ticipated the fecling with which this
ence would be received. The
v went on to say:

“*‘My master has thought it his duty
to communicate the fullest particulars
of this affair to the representatives of
the powers at once. The body of the
late sultan is still lying in the room
in which it was discovered by his at-
tendants. He appears to have taken
his life by means of a pair of Persian
scissors, with which he is believed to
have cut open a vein in the left arm,
and then bled to death.’

“The wdor rose to Lis feet
with a severe frown

“*This is a remarkable story which
the grand vizfer h sent you to tell
me," he said with a distrust which was
not intended to be concealed. ‘I trust,

ambuassi

//’//]

Y
7\

/N

/

Vi 2
/

SN
N

a\ \{A

i.é 2 \:

@‘

SN
S

OIRw ix M1EN"9/+-

W H‘\\\

“It was a small and meanly fun
nished chamber, immediately adjoin.
ing the women's apartments, and look
ing out on a deserted courtyard. On a
divan against the wall lay the body,
covered as far up as the chest with a
cloth or pall of black silk embroidered
with gold. The left arm was bare, and
hung down by the side, showing a deer
wound above the elbow, evidently
made by some pointed instrument. The
scissors with which, according to Said
Pasha, the unfortunate monarch had
taken his life lay, still caked with
blood, upon a small table by the head
of the corpse.

“‘His majesty,’ explained the pasha,
‘sent acrosg to his mother early this
morning—as soon as he had risen, in
fact—for these scissors, on the pre
text that he wished to trim his beard
No sooner had he received them than
he appears to have retired into this
room, where he was not likely to be
disturbed by his attendants for some
time. It was two hours before his
strange absence excited attention. A
search was instituted, and he was dis:
covered lying in the posture which
you sce, with an immense pool of blood
upon the floor, in which these scissord
were lying.’

“While the pasha was giving us this
explanation I had withdrawn a little
apart from the others, and was closely
examining this corpse, which repre-
sented the monarch of a vast empire.
As my eyes traveled slowly over the
object on the divan, they were sudden-
ly arrested by an extraordinary fea-
ture.

“l have said that the lower part of
the body was covered by an embroid-
ercd cloth. You will easily picture to
yourself the folds which this drapery
would naturally have assumed in rest-
ing on the body's upturned feet. What
I now perceived was the dreadful and
startling fact that the cloth in this
place rested upon only one point, in-

tead of two.

“I waited to make sure that no one
was observing me Then I stepped
gwiftly to the side of the divan, and

He Turned Pale and His Eyes Literally Protruded From Their Sockets.

for the new sultan’s own sake, there
will be a proper investigation, which
will confirm the views the powers are
asked to take of this affair.

“The bey showed no resentment at
these remarks.

“‘It 18 the vizier's earnest desire that
the powers should satisfy themselves
25 to what has taken place,’ he replied.
‘lle has desired me to invite you to
send a representative at once to the
palace, who will be admitted to a sight
of the dead body, and given every fa-
cility for satisfying himself as to the
facts.’

“This sounded sufficiently correct.
My chief turned to me with a look of
inquiry, and I at once voluntecred to
accompany Suleiman DBey to the Dol
mabacheh palace and make the in-
quiries which the grand vizier invited

“Accordingly, after going to my own
room for a moment, with a purpose
which you will readily understand, ]
left with the bey and quickly arrived
at the scene of the imperial tragedy.

“The streets, it is needless to say
were lined with people, all of them
wearing exultant and fierce looks,
which were not rendered more amiable
by the sight of a Giaour being admit
ted through the palace gales. How
ever, a very strong force of troops

had been brought together by the
vizier with a promptness which in it

self was capable of an evil interpreta-
tion, and there was no open disorder.

“In the palace I found members of
the staff of all the principal foreign
embassies, prominent among them be-
ing, of course, the representatives of
Russia and England. As soon as we
were all gathered, we were taken into
the presence of Mehemed Rushdi, who
received us with a great display of
sincerity, and who appeared, moreover,
to be really affected by this sad event.

“After making a little statement to
18, which was practically a repetition of
what he had said already through his
messenger, he handed us over to Said
Pasha, the imperial chamberlain, who
tonducted us to the apartment in
which, so he assured us, the sultan's
body had been discovered.

pressed my hand upon the place. My
terrible suspicion proved to be correct.
The corpse which lay before me had
been deprived of a foot!

“I rejoined my companions, who
were now leaving the apartment, and
sirove to banish from my face all signs
of the emotion caused to me by the
discovery which I had just made. Re-
turning to the presence of the grand
vizier, the various representatives of
the poweis  ypressed their satisfaction
with the ¢ ‘lanations they had re-
ceived, and pared to depart to their
various embussies. 1 waited till the
last one huad gone out, and then re-
gquested the favor of a few minutes'
private conversation with the vizier.

“Mehemed readily@yielded to my re-
quest, thinking no doubt that I desired
to urge upon him some point in con-
nection with the interest of France,
and little suspecting of what secret
knowledge I had become possessed.

“As soon as we were alone, I fixed
my eyes upon his, and said:

‘“‘Before I make my report to my
ambassador, there i8 a question which
[ am compelled to ask your excellency
to clear up. Can you explain to me
how, if Abdul-Aziz voluntarily took his
own life, he came to lose his left foot?’

“Not all the skill which Orientals
possess in concealing their emotions
enabled him to disguise from me the
terror with which I inspired him by
this question. He turned pale, and his
ayes literally protruded from their
sockets.

“Nevertheless he began by attempt-
ing to deny everything.

“‘You have made an assertion which
takes me by surprise,’ he said, speak-
Ing with an effort. ‘On what grounds
lo you state that so horrible a thing
has happened?

“‘Pasha,’ I replied sternly, ‘this is
not the tone to adopt towards one who
approaches you as a friend. Had I
wished to do you an injury, I should
have blurted out my discovery in the
presence of the gentlemen who have
just left; they would have verified the
tact for themselves, and the scandal

|
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would have become public property. As
it is, provided that you take me fully
into your confidence, I may be able to
propose a bargain to you. I will en-
gage to keep the affair a secret from
every living soul, merely asking in re-
turn that you will use your influence
on behalf of French interests in the
questions which are now under discus-
sion between the powers.'

“He heard me out with great atten-
tion, looking at me all the while as if
to ascertain how much I really knew
or suspected. When I had finished he
observed:

“‘But suppose I tell you I am in
reality as iznorant as yourself of the
cause of this strange mutilation?’

“I returned a sarcastic smile,

“‘I should answer that I myself am
not altogether ignorant on the point,
as you will perhaps believe when 1
show you this object, which T discov-
ered under circumstances you will
hardly ask me to explain.’

“And I produced the slipper, which
I had brought with me from the em-
bassy.

“*‘When I found this slipper,’ I add-
ed, ‘it contained a human foot.

“‘And this foot,’ I continued, with a
stern glance, ‘was rendered remarka-
ble by a certain deformity—"

AR

“Ile sprang to his feet and clutched
at his beard, while he paced the room
with irregular strides. 1 watched him
keenly. DPresently he turned to me
with a searching gaze.

“‘Feringhee, can I trust you?' he de-
manded firmly. ‘If I tell you every-
thing, what seccurity do you offer me
for my life?

“*The honor of a Frenchman!’ I re-
plied with a superb gesture.

“‘It is enough!’

“And with those words he sank
down upon a couch, exhausted by his
agitation. Finally he recovered him-
self sufficiently to relato the circum-
stances,

“Mehemed Rushdi gave me the
story, as nearly as I can recollect it, in
these words:

“*You cannot be ignorant of the in-
tense feeling which prevailed against
Abdul-Aziz in this capital, a feeling
which is sufliciently shown in the de-
meanor of the mob since his death has
been anunounced. Dut like most for-
eigners, you have perhaps attributed
this fecling to political motives. The
truth of the matter is, however, differ
ent.

“‘During the last years of his reign,
the sultan was guilty of outraging his
subjects in the Mussulman's most sa
cred feelings. He had acquired the
custom of going out from his palace al
night, dressed in some mean disguise
and wandering through the streets in
search of adventures. In so far he
may have proposed to himself the
model of the caliph of Bagdad, but un-
like Harun the just, his adventures
were all of a certain kind.

‘“‘Although this was known to me,
and I had frequently tendered to him
my respeetful warnings on the sub
ject, I had, nevertheless, done my best
to repress the seditions which his con:
duct continually provoked. My col
leagues in the ministry will bear wit
ness that I have on all occasions stood
between Abdul-Aziz and the conse-
quences of his folly. . Had I listened to
the solicitations which were addressed
to me, he would have been dethroned
long ago. DBut I was loyal to my mas-
ter, and up to last night I had believed
that he was not ungrateful,

“‘A month or two ago I made an
addition to my harem in the person ol
a Georgian lady, of distinguished birth
and brilliant accomplishments, and
who was, besides, strikingly beautiful
Knowing the disposition of the sultan,
I had imported her with the greatest
precautions, through a merchant who
is devoted to me. She was brought
up the Golden Horn in a covered gal
ley, and carried to my residence in a
closely curtained litter. I carefully re
frained from boasting of my acquisi
tion to my friends, and warned Deka:
poulous (the merchant) to be equally
silent.

“‘Having handed over my treasure
to the care of my head eunuch, whao
possessed my entire confidence, I im-
agined myself secure. For some weeks,
indeed, all went well. The Georgian
was submissive and affectionate, and
my wives were not unduly jedalous ol
my new purchase.

“‘Put at the end of this time I be:
gan to perceive a change in Zara's
manner. She became exacting and
haughty, and had frequent fits of tem:
per, in one of which she even threat
ened to leave me. These words caused
me the most profound alarm. 1 sus-
pected that she had been approached
from outside, and racked my brain to
discover the manner in which I had
been betrayed.

“‘You know how things are when
one is no longer able to depend on
one's eunuchs. They are all in a league
together, and it requires torture to ar-
rive at the truth. I am naturally hu-
mane, and rather than resort to those
cruel measures which are usual in
such cases, I resolved to employ strat-
egy. I affected to have become tired
of the Georgian's society, and even
dropped a hint that I thought of be-
stowing her on a friend. At the same
time I loaded the chief eunuch with
favors, and pretended to let him into
my inmost thoughts.

“‘Meanwhile I was engaged in se-
cretly collecting through various
sources a body of fresh slaves, who
could have no communication with the
old ones, and on whom, therefore, I
felt T might rely. As soon as I had ob-
tained the number I thought sufficient,
| armed them, and introduced them se-
cretly into the garden at night. There
| posted them behind some shrubs,
with instructions to watch for the en-
trance of any stranger, and if any guch
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appeared, to instantly seize him and de-
tain him till I arrived,

“‘These arrangements completed, 1
gave out to my regular household that
I was going to sup with a friend and
should not return for some hours. |
took my departure, spent an hour away,
and then returned by way of the gar-
den.

“‘As I approached the postern I
heard loud cries, and a group of men
came rushing away down the road. 1
noticed that they were supporting one
in the center, who was closely wrapped
up, and who appeared to be unable to
walk by himself. 1 also observed that
the gate from which they were hastens
ing was standing an inch or two ajar,
The next moment it was flung wide
open, and my men streamed out in
pursuit of the fugitives.

“*A secret intuition warned me to
restrain them, and to let that veiled
figure go in safety. Filled with vague
forebodings, I led the way inside, and
as soon as the door was closed and
locked, I made them tell me what had
taken place.

“‘It appears that immediately after
my own departure the head eunuch, on
whom [ had so blindly relied, had gone
out by the postern gate alone. At the
end of an hour he returned, letting
himself in with the key with which he
was intrusted. Behind him entered a
muffled-up stranger, who paused to
give some directions to a body of men
outside.

“‘Hardly was he well within che
door when the slaves whom I had post-
ed, carried away by their zeal, rushed
forward to take him. He turned to
flee, and would have escaped entirely
had not some one in the contusion
pushed the door to in time to catch
him by the left foot.

“‘His friends outside began fran-
tically attacking the door to release
him, and then it was that one of the
slaves, fearing that the intruder would
get clear away, gave a sudden blow
with his sword and cut clean through
the ankle with one stroke. Thereupon
the wounded man had been dragged oft
in the manner I had witnessed.

“‘In proof of their story the men
held up the still bleeding foot. Im-
pelled by the dread which had taken
ion of me, I drew off the slip-
“You, who have scen that horrid
know what it was that made me
shudder as I looked!

“*Years ago I had heard of a dark
tradition in the palace that the foot
of the sultan was not like a natural
foot, that there was some revolting
blemish hereditary in the house of Os«
man, which had to be concealed from
all eyes. The moment I had looked
upon this foot I realized my dreadful
situation. That Abdul-Aziz had been
mutilated by my household was little;
but I had stumbled upon the knowledge

poss
per.
sight,

of one of those palace sccrets which
even the mothers of sultans hardly
dare to whisper to each other; at the

bare hint of which eunuchs stop their

ears and turn pale; to be suspected of

knowing which means death.
‘There was only one alternative.

It was the sultan’s life or mine. I des

parted instantly to the palace and
sought a socret audic nce of the mother
of Prince Murad.

“‘We arranged the matter swiftly
Every moment was heavy with peril.
Fortunately, everything was ripe for
this revolution, which I had too long
delayed, and you are no doubt already
acquainted with the steps by which it
was carricd out. As soon as Prince Mue
rad had been proclaimed, and the
oaths of allegiance had been taken, 1
suminoned the officer of the guard and
a dozen icked soldiers, and under
their escort, accompanied by the sul
tana, I forced a way through the terri
fied eunucls into the presence of Ab-
dul-Aziz. lle had just set his seal to
a paper as we entered. I snatched it
up, and read. It was my death-war-
rant!’

“The vizier trembled as he came to
this point. It was an experience to
unnerve even a brave man.

“‘Then 1 informed Abdul-Aziz that
he had ceased to reign. He received
the news in perfect stupor. I pointed
to the sold ers and invited him to es-
cape the de jradation of death at their
hands. He understood the situation,
and cowercd down on his couch,
shrinking from us in a peculiar and
dreadful way. Then the sultana spoke
to him.

“‘She had long intrigued for his
downfall, and knew that her son
would not be safe while Abdul-Aziz
lived. She urged him to preserve his
honor.

“‘Still he hesitated, and finally mut-
tered something about not having a
weapon. Instantly  the sultana
snatched a gharp pair of scissors from
her waist, :nd thrust them into his
unwilling h: ids.  Still he hung back.
It was becoming shocking.

“‘Finally 1 was compelled to order
one of the soldiers to advance with
his sword drawn. Then at last, with a
sob, the sulton thrust the steel points
Into his arm at the place you saw—
and the soldier was allowed to finish
the work.

“This was the vizier's account. Ina
country like Turkey such things are
done every day. Nevertheless the af-
fair impressed me unpleasantly. I
parted with Mehemed Rushdi with per-
fect courtesy, but I did not take his
hand.

“However, as I have said, I was able,
in consequence of the secret which I
possessed to exert a powerful influ-
ence over the course of events, and
m the occasion of my meeting Lord
Beaconsfield at the conclusion of the
Berlin treaty, he even went so far as
to say to me:

“‘If it had not been for you, baron,
the Russians would not have had Ba
tup”
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