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RUSSIAS ENLIGHTENED CZAR

Real Meaning of the Decree Issued by Nicholas II on His Fathers
Birthday
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Religious Intolerance in Russia
Of all of Old World tyranny and

medieval despotism the one that is
most abhorrent in the eyes of twentieth
entury progress and civilization is re

Mgious Intolerance Perhaps the i rlacl
pal source of the grandeur and proaper
tv of the United States is the absolute
reedom in the matter of religious be
Icf And the prevalence of that principle

which Frederick the Great endeavored
o introduce into Prussia and which he
expressed as follows Ein jeder soil
naoh nelnor Welse scellg worden let
everyone attain salvation by the means
which seem to him to be heat In splt
n the enunciation of somewhat similar
views by Catherine thr Great of Ilus-
Bla who was an admirer of Voltaire
and who endeavored to apply them af
ter a fashion to the people subject to
her rule Russia has remained until now
pore than any other country in the civil-
ized world land of religious Intoler-
ance a land where withdrawal from the
national church was regarded as par
aking of the character of treason to

the state and disloyalty to the crown
where proselytism on the part of non
orthodox denominations was treated
as a criminal offense and punished as
such and where the members of creeds
other than that of the state church
of Russia were subjected not merely

sorts of civic disadvantages but
likewise to downright persecution

Primate as Well as Czar
This has been due not no much to the

existence of any laws bearing on the
subject as to administrative tyranny
that IK to say to the abuse of authority-
on the part of the officials metropolitan
an well as provincial In Russia the
ties between the established orthodox
church and the throne are very close
since the Emperor besides being the
temporal ruler IP likewise tbe Sum
nius Episeopus that Is to say the

spiritual head of the church con-
secrated as such at the time of his cor-
onation and enabled by mount of this
rroleslaitical dignity to take the sacra-
ments in the manner of the clergy in-
stead of as a mere layman It had not
been difficult therefore to create
throughout nearly all classes of oPt
rlaldnm the impression that people who
denied the Czars spiritual supremacy
with regard to their religious beliefs
likewise rebelled against his supremacy
in temporal affairs that orthodoxy was
inseparable from loyalty to the crown
and the fact of being a Lutheran Ro-
man Catholic an Anglican or In one
word a dls0 nt r of any kind or form

equivalent to being a foe both
and state This belief was

articular fostered during the reign
nf the flrst Kmperor Nicholas during theoiling years of Alexander II andhroughout the reign of Alexander IIIthat the latter was himself an

man In matters of faith Indeed
his moat trusted and devoted general

and secretary old Gen-
eral Richter was a devout Lutheran end

for whom he entertained the mostpro round reverence and affection was a
Roman Catholic villas in Rus-
sian Poland

Russias Evil Genius
But in an unfortunate ntomoat he

l Ida old tutor Pobiedcnotsoff to
he post of procurator general of the

Holy Synod knowing him to be a man of
th mot sterling integrity with the
Idea that he would as the alter ego of
the crown in ecclesiastical matters In-
augurate an en of greater discipline

the clergy SB well Introduce
Sune urgently needed reforms The

general however was a man
Imbued witha fanaticism in matters of
religion that was totally out of keeping

the present age and this together
v hi deeprooted devotion to the
Car led him not only to make use of
lifr position to foster the doctrine among
till classes of officialdom that orthodoxy
was Indispensable to loyalty and
r

that-r dlseent spelt treason but also
o exert all hi authority as perhaps

the tenet influential member of the
rrxincil of ministers and of the senate
Df the empire to persecute by adminls-
ratlve moans all the nonorthodox sub

Jc rfs of the Czar Into joining the esfab
lhed church That constitutes the

of the era of tyranny which raay
Le said to have prevailed during the
reign cf Alexaminr III and In a milder
frTm until recently a tyranny the exist
enre of which it is impossible to deny
shut it led to the expatriation not
cnrrrly of hundreds of thousands hut
frn of of subjects of the Rus
stan crown who declined to Join the or
hodox church and which resulted in

Mo haaishrarnt of many hundreds of
Roman Catholic clergy and even acmeBishop to Siberia well as In thecloying of some of the most famous and
in the dominions of the autocrat

PobicdonoLsofI Dethroned at Last
Emperor Nicholas however IK a

of broader views and of more progres-
sive mind than father He had en-
Joyed the advantages of more extensive
foreign travel than hart ever fallen to

lot of his predecessor OB the throne
and being an omnivorous reader he Had
keen able to keep himself abreast of
and In touch with foreign and
with the spirit of the age While fully

inn of Pobledonotsoft he entertained
Mt little of Alexander Ills sympathy
and affect i a for the man and attar
repeatedly remonstrating wiltii him he
has at length asked for soil received his
resignation And In order that there
shall be no mistake either at home or
abroad about bin complete disapproval
of the lato procurator generals pollY he
has issued this decree of March 10 Ih
which after having caned attention to
the principle of religious tolerance
laid down by the fundamental laws of
the Russian empire that is to say the
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laws established by Peter the Great and
by the Great demands

undeviatlng obeorvanco thereof and
the arouraneo to all our subjects of
other religions than the orthodox
church and to all foreign persuasions
freedom of creed and of worship In

with their ronpoctUe rights
This means that the 12000000 Roman
Catholics the 7000000 Protestants tho
4000000 Jews and the 12000000 or more
dissenters of one kind and another In
European Russia will be free to

their religion without lot or hind-
rance and will be no longer persecuted
and treated as disloyal and as rebels
merely because they refuse to join the
orthodox church and to regard the
Czar not alone as their temporal rulor
but as their spiritual Pontlfex Maxlmua

Reservations of the Ukase
Of course there IH nothing In this de-

cree to indicate that those fanatic sects
of dissenters who imagine that they at-

tain salvation by having themselves
burled alive and by practicing upon
themselves the most horrible muffin
Lions will be allowed to carry on rites
which are revolting to every civilized
mind and opposed to the laws of every
civilized country Neither need the
ukase be taken to moan that those dls
seniors who have sought refuge in Can
ada rather than serve in the army will
he permitted to evade the laws on the
subject of obligatory service in the army
without punishment Neither are the
statutes restricting the Jews to certain
portions of the empire likely to be modi
fled by the decree for those latter are
prompted not by religious but by eco
nomic considerations

That Nicholas should have selected
precisely his fathers birthday for the
issue of this decree may be taken to
mORn that he wished to bear a public
tribute to the fact that his father con-
trary to popular belief both at home and
abroad was the most tolerant of men in
matters of religion He wished in one
word to dissociate Alexander III from
all the religious persecutions carried on
In his name and usually without his
knowledge or consent and to Identify
his predecessor on the throne In the
minds of the people with one of the most
notable ukases that has ever boon pro-
mulgated by any autocrat of all tbe
Russia since the days of Peter thu
Great It may also be taken to imply
that the decree has the approval of his
mother tile widowed Czarina who at
any rate as long as Nicholas remains
without a son to Inherit his crown re-
mains a power in the power that
has until now been regarded as reac-
tionary by reason of the circumstance
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that passionately devoted to the
of liar late husband she is believed

regard say departure from his policy
as impious If Nicholas has a son then
his consort would in the event of his
own death become regent during the
boys minority and Muscovite official
dcni would feel itself assured ota con
tlnuty of the Emperors progressive
policy But as long as ho romaine

a direct heir the Tchlnoviks that is
to say all the officials from the highest
to the no guarantee what
soevor that in the event o fany sudden
demise of the crown the successor that
is to say the Grand Duke Michael
would not completely reverse his older
brothers policy and regard with dis-
favor all those who had idontlQod them-
selves therewith

Michael Is known to be passionately
devoted to his mother between whom
nnd himself much the same complete
confidence and intimate companionship
prevail as that which existed between
Queen Alexandra of England and hreldest boy the lat Prince Eddie Duko
of Clarence nnd he would be as Em
peror at any rate for some years to
come wholly subject to his mothers
Influence If I mention this ae
cause the Issue of the Czars deere on
his fathers birthday implies his
mothers approval and therefore the
hope that the ukase will not remain a
dead letter but receive Vigorous exe-
cution and enforcement

Caution Against Press Reports
Criticisms of the decree and depreca-

tory comment purporting to come from
St Petersburg should be received on
this ride of the Atlantic with a con
siderable amount of caution For nine
tenths of the stories that reach us con
earning Russian affairs portrayin the
Czar his government and the condition
of affairs in his empire in an evil l ht
emanate from Berlin and likewise In a
minor degree from Vienna where tees
tales are fabricated and published in
the local press for the purpose of In
fluencing Russian toads which are
largely dealt with on the money mar
wets of these two great European Cpi
tals Indeed these Berlin newspapers
and press agencies are responsible for
most of the ignorance and misinforms
tion which prevails concerning the truf
condition of affairs in the dominions of
the Czar and it is probably sews to
most people abroad that the Russians
enjoy In many respects a far greater
amount of popular government than do
the people in republican France In-

deed In no country of Continental Eu-
rope does the village commune or mir
with its dulyelected elders possess
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OPENING
Tomorrow

The Palais Royals 26th Annual
Spring Opening with complimentary
prices as souvenirs of the occasion

The picture is one of the new Sailor
Dresses for Misses to 14 years of age
Choice is obtained of linen and chain
bray in various colors with sailor co-

llars cuffs and shield of white pique
ornamented with embroidered emblem
Best of new 148 Dresses for j

tomorrow

I 2c for 100 Voiles
i For Tomorrow Only

What more popular Opening souvenir than these gracefully cling
i ing fabrics They are here plain and flecked 44 and 48 inches wide in
I white cream black navy royal tan mode gray cardinal cadet old

rose reseda and green Most wanted and scarcest of Sioo and OOC
125 fabrics at
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55 Cloth Skirts

S400
They are cut with all the grace

of a 10 garment they are made
of allwool doth they are tallor stitched Black and navy ia
all sizes
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39c fur 50c Chiffons
For Tomorrow Only

The 4Sinchwide Chiffons Liberty Silk and Mousscline de Soie
you will find in the lace department Choice of white black
cream and all the best colors SOC fabrics for a day
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50c Veils 39c
Tomorrow Only

Choice of Palais Royal match
loss collection of new Me Veils
Paris novelties plain dotted and
fltcured meshes black
white and black and white jvLo-
ffsets Choice for

79c

Tomorrow Only

New patterns In 2Jlnrh wide
Allovor of Embroidery tucks
lace find tucks for sale in the
brcldery Department 1 mjfrand 185 values for tomor
row only a v
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All Over

SI25 Wash Waists

100
The new seasons new Waist ofEnglish madras and India linen

Tailormade garments in plaited
tucked and hemstitched effects
norfect fit guaranteed size 32 to
41
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Handkerchiefs lOc

Tomorrow Only
They are sheer and pure linen

every thread Initial in bow knot
floral or fancy design
handembroidery In the YP

25c Sets I3c
Tomorrow Only

Swiss Collar and Cuff Sets em
broidered In white pink black
and blue The daintiest OPand prettiest 25c sets of the 8
season at 3 J
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such extensive powers powers that
comprise oven the right to deport to
Siberia black sheep of the com
munity Then there are the cantonal-
or district assemblies also elected and
the provincial councils or zematvoa in
which 64 per cent of the votes belong
to the peasantry 12 per cent to the
nobility 4 per cent to the artisans 5
per cent to the clergy and 10 per cent
to the merchants

All these various local parliaments-
are constituted by moans of popular
elections and the zemstvos which bavo
a very large voice in the adminlstation
of JustiN and in the right to levy rates
and taxes have indeed infinitely more
power than the departmental councils
general In France In one word Russia
enjoys a far greater amount of selfgov

the ¬

¬

ornment than foreigners imagine Only
It is local and it is not national in the
sense that there is no imperial parlia-
ment at St Petersburg in which the
people are represented and are able to
bold in check and directly control the
administration of the imperial govern-
ment Russia In one word has local
selfgovernmont throughout the empire
subject not to a national legislature but
to the theoretically autocratic Czar
Nicholas II the most humane well
moaning and enlightened o Euro-
pean sovereigns one who thoroughly
realizes the fact that the con
stltutionar development of his people
must be gradual since they only divest-
ed themselves of Orientalism two cen
turies ago and who appreciates the Im-

portant of that Italian adage
che va piano va sanoEXATTACHE
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STUDENTS PRESENT
THE PRINCE OF LIARS-

A comedy entitled The Prince of
Liars was given last night y the stu
dents of the Washington School for
Doys at Dunater Hall in the presence-
of over eighty people the majority of
them being relatives or friends of the
students The play was an one
representing the difficulties that a

married man got himself into by be-
ing an enthusiastic reader of the Ara
bian Nights The characters intro
duced were represented by the following
persons H P Cooper R W Hooper-
A D Waring A Washburn and R R
Van Law

The comedy will be presented by the
same cast at the Odeon National Park
Seminary on Saturday March 28
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HETTY GREEN VEXED PAYS
TAX ON DAUGHTERS DOG

NEW YORK March SL Rather than
take chaaepe of a fine of falling
to secure a license for the skyterrlf r
Dewey Hetty Green seat S to the

health dopartsBoat today for a
tag

Charles Gabagaa of Mrs Green
agents In Hoboken explained while ap-
plying for the license that the leg is not
owned by Green but IB the prop-
erty of her daughter Sylvia who keeps
the pet in her apartments in the Park
Avenue Hotel Manhattan and takes
to Hoboken when she visits her mother
Gabagan said that Mrs Green was
vexed over having to pay 52 for a dog
that does not belong to h r
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Offering Miracles
Is Out of Our L

Selling Furniture and Doing
That Well Is Our Happy Alms

Irrational claims in a stores advertising are effective or damaging as your reasoning directs
We to your Intelligence rather than the possibility of influencing your dollars our way by
misrepresentation

You can believe our advertising because we are certain in our knowledge of values You
will know how true this is by actual comparison We simply try to offer you as good as the
best and better than that We would like to talk more earnestly with you about the advantage
of our charge system Its liberal to be sure but always within the bounds of reason as far as
the terms are concerned Only a small amount each week or month as it best suits you
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GOCARTS
You cannot afford to purchase a

GoCart before seeing this line The
lending makes shown Newest im-
provements in gear and attach

Prices the lowest
for excellent value Roll EfJjJU feet Rattan GoCart actual

value 14

rn rn for Folding GoCart

CIO for fine Rattan GoCartJILJU beautiful in design actual

REFRIGERATORS-
We sell only the best in Refrig-

erators both In appearance ac
tual results e guarantee them as
represented or money refunded All
sizes suitable for hotel CC
house or store from JJv

MATTINGS
Words would not be sufficient to

express all we could say about this
Matting stock It comprises every
thingin China and span As to as-
sortment and price we would hate
you remember that w carry no

or damaged goods no mat-
ter how low the price

for Fancy China Matting

I CC for Excellent Fancy Matting

9flC for Heavy Quality China Mat-
ting

Very Fine China MatLL tinp-
o fj for Carpet Patterns in Jap-

Mattnc
Liberal discount on all carpet size

Rugs
Floor Covering put on floor with

out cost

18
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38C this wellknown fabric
ranitarv and clean
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PARLOR SUITES
Parlor Suites in 3 and 5pieee

suites or odd chairs and divans if
you need but a piece or two to fill
out We have the assortment here
C1C for large 5plece Tapestry

covered Suite nicety
actual value 22

for 3plece Suite tapestryJJU covered actual value

Damask Covered 3ploee
Suite actual value

for Fine Silk DamasktLJU Parlor Suite massive-
ly carved mahogany finish from ac
tual value 50

BEDROOM SUITES
Most extensive line of line and low

priced Bedroom Suites In oak birch
mahogany and birdseye maple

BEDROOM FURNITURE
SI 7 for Polished Quartered OakJU Bedroom Suite large dress-
ing case swelled front cost else
where 5-
0S7J hfl for pretty Oak Suite

ed front dressing
with large mirror cost elsewhere
30

CIO QC for 31 ioce Solid Oak
1 L Suite cost ctee whore

518
CIO for Very Good Solid Oak

Suite dressing case with
French plate mirror actual value

ROCKERS
Rockers for every room In the

house
CO for Quartered Oak Polished

Rocker actual value 450
for Large Arm Porch RockerJJ finished in antique red or

green cost elsewhere 52
SI S for Hardwood Saddle Seat

Rocker cost elsewhere 250

9
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METAL BEDS
Metal Beds in white colored ea

and all brass More aad
better styles than you Dud la three
ordinary stores A few prices as ax-
Illue ration of our ability to under-
sell

115 for Full White Baa
eied Bed-

S 48 Fancy

7 for Brass Trimmed White
Enameled Bd-

SI 750
Enameled Bed

COUCHES
The largest line of Couches and

Davenports ever shown la this city
CC 7 for FlneU Tufted Oak FrameJ Velour Covered Couch ac
tual value 16-

Cft 7 for Extra LargeJ J Tufted Couch covered ia
verona actual value 14

Couch Bed covered w ftne
velour actual value

CHAIRS
qC for Oak Cane Seat Chair ac

tual value 1

ing Room Chair actual value
5150-
C1 for Polished Box Seat Din

Room Chair actual
value 3

ODD DRESSING CASES
Oak Birch Mahogany and Birds

eye Maple Dressing Cases from 6S
to 150 in solid mahogany
CO for Pretty Golilaa OakQI J Dressing Case actual alue

12-

Cl O rn for Oval Mirror Swelled
l Jl Front Pressing Case ac

tual value 18

amelod

S Size

for Enameled Bed

9

7J for Massive Artistic

Handsome AU Brass

72 511 for Large Davenport

5
for High Back Brace Arm Din

J

95 lag

5S

SR Design

for
Bed

liana same

Very
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COMPLETE LINE OF

Gas Gasoline and Blue Stoves and Ranges

Gasoline Stoves 295 Up

TwoBurner Blue Flame Oil Stoves 55Cf Up

Fame Oil

EXTENSION TABLES
Very extensive line of Extension

Tables In square and round
CC en for Cluster Base ExtensionJJU Table actual value 9

7S for Very Heavy Leg Finely30 carved Oak Extension Table
actual value 12

CHINA CLOSETS
for Rota ad End QuarteredJI43J Oak China Closet actual

value 2-

6IIJ
actual value 2T

SIDEBOARDS-
This Sideboard line should be seen

by every prospective Sideboard pur-
chaser It is positively unequaled

Over a doses factories
represented on door in this one
llae

r for Handsome SwelledJIJJJ Front Sideboard with large
glass actual value 1256-
CQ 7T for Good Solid Oak Slde

board actual value H

board actual value

HALL RACKS
Hall Racks Mall Seats and Hall

Stirrers of every kind

with French plate
actual value W-

SI for Oak Hall RackJU actual value 1S

CHIFFONIERS-
A hundred styles of Chiffoniers In

every wood with and without locks
nr for the largest and best 5

drawer Oak Chiffonier ever
offered for less than
C7 7 for large Chiffonier withJ g a toilet actual value 11

PARTICULAR ATTENTION PAID

TO MAIL ORDERS

for Very Fine Oak China
back

anywhere
oat

S1 o for Very Large Oak Side
38

50 for pretty Golden Oak Hall
tack

large

S3 h
i

I

Closet with glass

7

S7
mir-ror

¬

The Hull
Corner Seventh and D Streets Northwest

Furniture COe


