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An Unequal Division.

The United States Doesn’t Pay Its
Proper Share of District Taxes.

The Fifty-eighth Congress has con-
vened in regular session; the esti-
mates to cover the expenses of the
Distriet of Columbia for the next fis-
cal year have been transmitted by the
Secretary of the Treasury; and the
struggle to secure the necessary ap-
propriatfions will begin. We
wish, therefore, to call the attention
ol Distriet taxpayers and of members
of Congress to the fact that the
United States, through the present
system of doubling the Distriet reve-
nues in hiew of paying taxes for its
holdings, is practicaily saddling upon
the Distriet the payment of $¢00,000
per annum, which it ought not be
called upon, in equity, to pay.

On June 11, 1878, Congress pro-
vided that the United States should
pay fifty per cent of the expenses of
the Distriet of Columbia, and be de-
clared exempt from taxation. At the
time that law went into effect the
United States owned real property in
the Distriet valued at $82,156,574.
The assessed value of all other real
property in the Distriet was $87,491,-
442, The District taxpayer had a lit-
tle the better of the argument in 1878.

Members of Congress, however,
were not blind to probable Federal
development, and within half a dozen
years the value of realty holdings had
become equalized. From that time on
the United States has been condemn-
ing land here, there, and everywhere,
not only inereasing its holdings to an
enormous extent, but depriving the
Distriet of both the tax and the equiv-
slent appropriation from the National
Government.

This is not a theory, but, on the
contrary, a eondition which confronts
.us.. According to the Assessor gf the
District, and we feel that we ean rely
on such authority, the Unitad States
Government owns today $237,100,868
worth of real property in the Distriet,
while the value of taxable real prop-
erty is only $208,519,436. This shows
that the United States owns $28.581,-
432 in property in excess to the
amount upon which taxes ean be col-
lected. As the total realty valuation
is $445,620,304, the exeess represents
shout 6.4 per cent. In other words,
the taxpayers own 43.6 per cent of
District property, and the United
States 56.4 per cent.

These figures show conelusively that
the present ratio of dollar for dollar
paid by the Federal Government is
far from heing eqmtabie and just. Is
it not high tiine tha: some steps were
taken to obtain a revision of the
present ratio, so that Unecle Sam shall
pay for his excess holdings?

This $28,581,432 represents a tax
of $428,721.48, whieh the Distriet is
lesing annually. According to the
law the United States doubles all rev-
eunes, so that the actual amount lost
te the District each year is $857,-
442.96. This is something for the tax-
payers to eonsider. In our opinion,
the law of June 11, 1878, has outlived
ite equity.
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Mr. Baker’s Testimonuy.

Here Is a Gotham Editor Who Did Not
Read It.

Our always interesting eontempor-
ary, the “New York Sun,” does us the
Lonor to quote from an editorial pub-
lished a few days ago in The Times
the following statement :

Mr. Ray Stannard Baker denies that General
Wood was aware, before its publication, of the
now famous Runcie article, or that he was con-
sulted comcerning it.

The “Sun,” with the eustomary
good breeding for which its eolumns
have long been famous, eomments on
the above statement thus:

Mr. Baker makes no such denial, nor has he

been reported in any newspaper that we know |

of as making such a denial.

The “Sun” is, of course, truthful.
Indeed, striet veracity is another of
the qualities upon which its reputa-
tion has been founded. The trouble
in the present instance is that its

knowledge of its contemporaries is|

bwited. While the Wood investiga-
tion has been in progress, it has
doubtless read only the “Bungtown
Bazoo,” and the “Arizona Kicker;"”
for the Associated Pwess reports of
Friday, December 4, contain the fol-
lowing :

He (Baker) denied that there had been any

consultation between Limsel! and General Wood

relative to the publication of Major Runcic’s
article reflecting om the administration of Gen-
eral Brooke. * * * Concerning the article
which was published over the signature of Major
Runcie, Mr. Baker said it had been given to him
by Runcie; but, so far as he knew, General
Wood hed no knowledge of it before it was pub-
lished.

The “Sun,” in its eager desire to be
unprejudiced and fair—especially in
the Wood ease—should inerease the
number of papers that it “knows.”

Another Talking >(-3'enaral.

Ceneral MacArthur and His Predictions
of War With Germany.

Nothing is quite so ridieulous as a
talking general, except it be a talking
admiral. Unfortunately, we have had,
1(md still have, it seems, a fill of both
ol them. They will gabble about
Llhings they know nothing about; they
| insist upon attending to other people’s
business, and when the mischief is
done they always assert that they were
misrepresented, that what they said
was intended for private ears only,
and that—well, we all know what the
average man will do after he has
made a d— fool of himself.

The latest accessicn to the ranks of
talking warriors is Major General
MacArthur, U. S. A. He seized, as he
would say, the “psyechological mo-

pacious ear of one Colonel Jones, of
the Hawaiian militia, at one fell
swoop, to declare his belief that the
next war this eountry would have to
fight would be with Germany. We
confess to ing of utter weariness
when we read the arguments by which
men of the MacArthur stripe pretend
to reach their bloody eonclusions, and
we shall not, therefore, be tempted
into repeating the , threadbace and
shopworn data communicated by the
general to the confiding militia man.
We may say this, however, that the
imagination of General MaecArthur,
like that of many other foolish peo-
ple, is turned on full head wh:never
the Monroe Doectrine happens to be
mentioned. It was in this case.
Nothing, we presume, that the gov-
ernment of that wicked and designing
man, the German Emperor, may say
or do will ever quite satisfy General
MaeArthur and his friends. The Ber-
lin foreign office may deelare, a year
in advanee, the poliey it means to pur-
sue to secure the payment of debts by
Venezuela, and obtain from our own
Government an approval of its course.
It may be ever so prompt in reeogniz-
ing what has not inappropriately been

Isthmus of Panama. It may even
demonstrate by faets and figures that
the so-called German “eolony” in
Southern Brazil does not amount in
rumbers to one-twentieth of what it is
said to amount to. It may show con-
rlusively that the home government
do»s absolutely nothing to eneourage
emigration to that part of the worid,
but, on the contrary, does everything
to prevent it. It may, we say, do
these and a thousand other things—
nothing will ever quite satisfy the
“thinking men” of our army and
navy.

The “thinking men” of our army
and navy! God save the mark! Their
idiotie twaddle sets their fellow-idiots
in both nations by the ears, and is
more wicked, we might almost say,
than the strife they would bring
about. We pray for the day that will
effectually bottle them up. The Pres-
ident, if we mistake not, “sat down,”
and “sat down hard,” (General
Miles once, when that doughty soldier
ventured fo express an opinion re-

on

the navy. It was a small matter, we
thought at the time, and one, we still
thick, he might
General Miles’ indiseretion,
rate, did no serious harm. General
MaeArthur’s, on the other hand, does.
In the interest of military discipline,
of the ecountry, and of humanity at
large he ought to be ecalled
Will the President. do it?

have overlooked.

at any

down,

| A Voice From Hinterland.

Information Wanted on the Absence of
a New York Middle Class.

The prevalent New York literature
gives a strange impression to the
reader who has never visited that me-
tropolis, and for the benefit of such
readers explanation
Why is it that there is apparently in
New York no middle elass, the popu-
lation of the eity being composed en-
{tirely of the rich and the poor, or, to
put it in the vernacular most often
vsed by eertain saffron papers, “swell

an 18 needed.

ar “swell mugs?’ Must the intending
immigrant make up his mind on en-
tering the city either to keep a chauf
feur and a valet and dine a¢ the Wal-
idnrf. or to take up his meek residence
tin a tenement of four rooms, one of
which is lighted? Is there really no
New York middle ¢lass?

Certain it is that one never sees a
middle elass referred to in any account
of the metropolis.
to the doings—one is almost

Pages are devoted
com-
pelled to say anties—of certain kinds

ment,” the other day, and the ca-!

called a “predigested” republie on the |

garding a controversy then raging in |

. |
mugs”’ and those who refer to others

f 3
lof New York rich peeple; pages arc!
also devoted to the horrible eondition
of the dwellers in the tenerpents, but
of the middle class people, the people
who have been blessed with neither
poverty nor riches, who send their
children to the public schools well
|dressed and well fed, and with expee-
itations of attending college some day,
who have saved money enough to buy
homes of their own when they reach
middle life, who buy books, pictures,
and pretty things, and go to the the:-
{ter oceasionally, though not in ear-
:1'm;:'v.~ —of these people there i1s no
mention. Are they all banished to
Breoklyn and Jersey City, or referred
to with seorn and derision as Mr. and

|

Mrs. Commuter of Lonelyville?

The visitor to New York sees peo-
ple who apparently belong to this
class, but they may be visitors. It is
well known that New York entertains
daily throngs from the hinterland,
sufficient for the peopling of a modest
town elsewhere, and they are not all
farmers in search of gold bricks,
either. Some of them can hardly be
distinguished in dress and bearing
from the true New Yorker. Do any
of these well-dressed, well mannered,
well-to-do but not wildly affluent peo-
ple really belong to the metropolis?

Of eourse they do, but the literature
|of the eity does not show it. It is
true that ihey are overshadowed more
or less by those elements in the pop-
vlation which are not found in the
hinterland, but they are there, all the
sume. They do not appear in liters-
ture, only beeause they are less pic-
turesquely entertaining than the Bov-
ery boy, the repeater of the divorce
eourts, the immigrant eannct
speak English, or the side show freak
who consumes thousand-dollar bills
every day—eats ’em alive. Mr. How-
ells is the only novelist of New York
who has put any of them into a book,
znd he is from the hinterland himself.
I¢ it not time for somebody else to do
it, and write a real New York novel?

who

A man writes to a New York paper
complaining that while there are hos-
pitals in that city for the cure of all
diseases, there is no place In “’hif‘h;
one may be cured of drunkenness or
the morphia habit. Yes, and there is
no place in which one may be cured of
sin or have his breathing done for him

Mr. Heath avers that he has heard ’
Hanna talk in the West. The signifi-|
ecance of this statement depends on |

whether the Hanna talk was done by

Mr. Hanna or somebody else.

Senator Hoar has sharpened up his
Revolutionary snickersnee for the Presi-
but the President has Revolu-

too.

dent,

tionary ancestors,

General Calculation
that the Senate is it.
meet Cannon some whiskers will fy.

Grosvenor sayvs

Should Grosvenor

A Chicago statistician finds that more
suicides take place among masried peo-
ple than among single folk
using this fact as a deterrent of matri-]
mony one should reflect that there are

| more married than single iolk in Chi- |
|

|
|
Before |

| cago. |

Panama is said to be intoxicated with
is cheap toot-material for

i joy, which

i Panama.

|

| {
| started to build a machine to bore into
the center of the earth, it would turn |
14

|out to be a flying machine just out ufl

Possibly, if some resourceful inventor |

contrariness.

|
! A Mormon elder says that aecording
‘tn the Mormon church
no negro That
just the church to suit the Rev. Thomas

doctrines of the
is

can enter heaven.

| Dixon, jr.

Deluded people who go by the col-
lections of chafing dish recipes pub-
lished in some papers will find them-

selves cooking pork and cabbage in the
chafing dish, with no guests to eat the

results.

The house of lords has falled to see
how women can practice in Great
apt to be short-

gighted when It comes to disturbing old-

law

3ritain. PBritons are

established traditions.

A Boston educator thinks that children

should be encouraged to read more fairy

tales, The average be
a better man if his imagination had been
te

with fairies rather than facts.

politician might

coaxed in childhood itself

|

nocupy

The chorus of sow: mushroom opera
teompanies might appronriately sing:
Twinkle, twinkle, little siar,
How we wonder what yvou are,
How your price went up so high,
Like a diamond in the shy
Mr. Christy is now occupied in draw-
ing pictures of John Aiden und Priscilla,
and when he has finished, numbers of

good Innocent people all over the coun-
try will be saying that they never sup-
posed the Puritans looked 89 much like
other folik.

It is sald that If Mr. Huuna resigns
the chairmanship of the national com-
Mr. Foraker will succeed him:
but it s not thought that
has begun to stand

mittee,
Mr. Foraker
about and wait for
Mr. Hanna to rise.

There iz a rumor that Andrew Carne-
gle will give a lake to Uni-
| versity, but whether to the
iu:lt-rlnr or exterior use of water is not

Princeton

encourage

| known.

Dowie has been calling himself the
and perhaps
creditors are justified in asking him to

Restorer for some time,
restore something just to keep his hand
in

Panama is at present on record as the
L.ou Dillon of Republics.

|

| such letterr.
{not occur oftener than

{ the purpose of “q"
leven better served by “cw' and “x" by

| must vield {o ar<

| fret were freczing.
%

Communications From
Readers of The Times

Inviting Accidents.

To the Editor of The Washington Times:

I desire to call the attention of the au-
thorities of our steam rallroads to the
fact that some of the local ufficlals are
requiring or permitting employes in
charge of trains and in other responsi-
ble positions to be twenty-four and
thirty-six hours continuously on duty.
Is any other statement or comment
needed on such a practice? If some ter-
rible aceident were to result from this
system there <would be plenty of crities,
while everyone would wonder why such
carelessness prevailed. QUERY.

Washington, Dec, 9.

Defends Mr. Bristow.

To the Editor of The Washington Times:

May a layman ask a simple question
and receive an answer through your pa-
per—for I want to know, you know?

Suppose Bristow’s son was in the post-
office, working for Uncle Sam. Was
there any harm in that? I don’t know
Bristow; never saw him. But a man as
well educated as the father could surely
have a son who was worthy the salary
of a postofice clerk. It seems a very
strange thirg to an outsider—one not
versed In the law of politics—why a
worthy father, having a capable son,
could not have that son occupy & posi-
tion as a clerk In a postoffice, merely
because his father haprened to be an
Assistant Postmaster General.

R. E. GREEN.

Washington, Dec. 9.

Reckless Chauffeurs.

To the Editor of The Washingtion Times:

It is =ad, Indeed, If the streets of
Washington are to be surrendered to
reckless operators of automobiles, In
many cases it is not a question whether
the chauffeur is violating the law, but
whether the policeman on a bicycle will
be able to ecatch him. Motormen, I have
no doubt, run their cars too fast, and if
s0. they should be arrested and fined.
but as a rule the street car stays on its
tracks, and one knows where to look
for 1t; not so with the automobile. It
runs around corners at a speed that
threatens the safety of its occupants,
to say nothing of the pedestrian. The
speed limit of twelve mliles an hour, no
doubt, seems tame to the man accus-
tomed to riding in a touring car and
making record-breaking runs, but this
is a case of the “greatest good to the
greatest number;” so let him obey the
law. R. M O.

Washington, Dec. 8,

Superfluous Letters.

To the Editor of The Washington Times:

At first it seems scarcely possible that
two letters of the alphabet dould be
suddenly dropped out of use and not be
badly missed, but “'q"”" and X" are two
They are Jetters that do
ten or fifteen
times i1. a column, and, not having any
value  of thelr own, the rightful sub-
stitutes make the words in which they
d»> occur seem right, even Iif the let-
ters in question themselves are absent.
I will illustrate to your readers how
and “qu” may be

“cs;" also how the dollar mark (§) may
be successfully used to serve for the
“sh" sound.

Take the following paragraph:

The spelling reform will probably come slowly
and in spite of great iner$a, just as other edsen-
$al reforms have come. Living we'ls and springs
of unknown sources were charactecistic of primi-

|tive days when disease was a dispensafon of

Providence and health an accident. The old
oaken bucket is sacred to poetic memcry, but
it was loaded with slime and microbes. Fil-
tered water is better than poetry or primitive
concepfons of Providence, but the masses will
long cling to the slime and microbes.

Taliow dips, mu’ *s and grade crossings are
other reminders of praitive concepfons. They
gu:ts, electric motors, and
clevated railways.

The unsightly, uvnjacketed, red-hot, smoking,
tottering, old-time schoolroom stove, lke a

blind menarch, once held undisputed sway, bak-

ing children's brains while their damp, blue
This relic of ineipient civil-
n reluctantly yields to tempered alr driven
by steam and regulated by th One by
one our tradi®oms and superstiSons yield to bet-
ter things. In the distant future (when we are
all dead) our antiewated and unwieldy spelling
will be remodeled, to permit the mbcn(u&pn
{f a brief, simple, raSonal and systematic writ-
ten ecspredon of our vocabulary.

In that passage of 200 words—a letter
from Johr R. Kirk, president of the
State Normal schools, Kirksville, Mo.,
“ow” serves for ‘“‘qu” once, ‘‘cs” once
takes the yplace of “x™ and the dollar
mark (3) ssrves for the *“sh” sound
eleven times, or & ratio of 1 to 20 words,

ROBERT W. MASON.

Washington, Dec. 9.

iza

In a Lighter
Soporific.

Plavrite—1 heard one man who attended the
premiere of my new play last night complain
that it was 8o late when he got out.

Crittick—7Tes?

Playrite
10:45.

Crittick—H'm! Perhaps he overslept himself.
—Philadelphia Press.

Behind the Scenes.

The Manager—Who is that man over there
the wings

The Leading Lady (complacintly)—Oh, that Is
my angel.—Judge.

Vein.

Yes, and the final curtain fell before

in

Not an Admirer.

“Gee! 1 wish I had de money to git a coat
like dat'™

“You do?”

“Yes, but dat’s de last t'ing I would do
wit’ is.”"—Puck

Great Stunt.
Silas— Down at the coungy fair Zeke paid 10
cents .o see a man break nails with his teeth.
Oyrus—What kind of nails did he break?
Silas— His fingernails.—Philadelphia Record.

Startled the Cashier.

Stranger—Are the waiters here attentive to
you?

Pretty Cashier—Sir-r-! |

Stranger—Oh, no offense, I assure you. I was
only carrying out the instructions as printed on
the bill of fare, whizh says, “Please report any
inattention of waiters cashier.”” And 1
thought if they ar¢ inattentive to you I would
report them—that’y all. —Baltimore American.

to

Got His Start in Steel.

Kind Lady (pityingly)—How long, my good
man, have you been a tramp?
Trampp—Madam, ewg since I bought United

States Steel. —Life.

An Enthusiast.

“Who do vou suppose was the most
siastic person I met at the horse show "

““Some horse owner?"’

“No, a dressmaker.”’—Cleveland Plain Dealer.

enthu-

Such a Crust.

Now of the Gas Trust funds he hates
Jdke thunder to let go;
But other people doubt if it's
Well-bred to keep the dough.
—Indianapolis News.

THE PRESIDENT AT HOME,

AS SEEN BY A VISIT(I)R

Extracts From the Travel Diary of “To by, M. P.” (Mr. H. W. Lucy, Who Was
Lately in This Country), as Printed in the “London Punch.”

WASHINGTON, Nov. M4.—President
Roosevelt is the kind of man who would
make himself at home anywhere,
whether In the backwoods of the West,
in the stately home the United States
provides its Presidents, or anywhere
in the wide range that lies between
these extremes. Healthy in mind and
body, he is gifted with the cheery na-
ture whose price Is above rubies.

The President is an omnivorous
reader. At one turn of conversation he
is reminded of a passage in Homer, the
next he is expatiating on the history of
“Tittlebat Titmouse.” Contemporan-
eously with the announcement of ‘he re-
bellion In Panama, dexterously exploited
by the President and his Secretary of
State, John Hay, a personality as popu-
lar In London as in Washington, there
was published in the States a new edi-
tion of the works of Samuel Warren. The
time seemed to tF~ President opportune
for renewing his acqualintance with the
works of the author of *“Ten Thousand
a Year,” so while the opposition papers
fulminated denuneciation of his Panama
policy he read *“Tittlebat Titmouse.*
As for Dickens, he knows him sc¢ inti-
mately that he would have been a Jdan-
gerous competitor in the contest initi-
ated by Calverley In his famous ex-
amination paper on “Pickwick.”

Busy Men Have Leisure.

How does the President, a man upon
whose personal labor the sun never
sets, find time for this miscellaneous
reading? Well, all over the world it is
the exceptionally busy man who has
spare moments for (asirable ends.
Fresident Roosevelt shares a secret pos-
sessed by Mr. Gladstone, whom in his
animated and varied conversation, with
its wide range and intimate acquaint-
ance with any topic started, he strongly
resembles.

“All my life,” Mr. Gladstone once said
to me, “I have taken care of my ten
minutes, certain that the hours and the
days would take care of themselves.™

A ministerial colleague who accom-
panied the President on a recent trip
Westward told me of a habit that ex-
plains everything.

A Refreshing Habit.

““We traveled day after day,’ he said,
“the President addressing at successive
stations crowds of country folk. It was
a pretty hard day's work for the tough-

est of Rough Riders. For myself, though
I hadn’t to make speeches, 1 was thank-
ful after the turmoil to turn into my
berth for a snooze or a rest. As soon as
the train moved off, out came the Presi-
dent’s book, and he read away till, the
train pulling up at another crowded sta-
tion, a fresh speech was demanded, and
delivered under the abiding sense of su-
preme ministerial responsibility.”

This practice the President observes
wherever he is In residence. “I read
when I can,”” he says, “always a bit be-
fore I go to bed. Sometimes, at periods
of great pressure, I awake about 8 in
the morning. If I lay there thinking of
things I should be worried to death, un-
fit for my work in the coming day. So 1
switch on the light, take up my book,
read a chapter or two, fall asleep, and
wake up bright and early.”

In his philosophica!, cheery way the
President makes the pest of what—say,
to the Duke of Devonshire—would be an
intolerable nuisance.

“When I was 2 young man,” he
sald, “I lived mostly out of doors, and
enjoyed abundant exercise. Now I can't
get much. But you go and stand in my
place en an autumn afternoon and
have your hand shaken by from 300 to
1,000 sturdy citizens, and if when it's
over you don't feel as if you had been
felling a tree or two, you are made
of harder grit than 1.”

Valuable Paintings.

President Roosey2lt has inherited at
the White House many valuable en-
gravings and paintings, the latter in-
cluding portraits of some famous prei-

ecessors in the chalr.
“Come along, Toby,” he said after
luncheon; “come up to my study and

I'll show you one of the most precious
of my art treasures.”

Hanging on the wail near his desk
was Bernard Patridge's original draw-
ing which appeared in “Punch” shortly
after the Vice President was suddenly
called to assume the Piresidency. “The
Rough Rider” is its title, and it bears
the inscription, “With Mr. Punch’'s com-
piiments to President Roosevelt.”

I had many complimentary messages
at the time,"” said the President, “but I
don't remember any that gave me more
pleasure than this greeting from across
the sea from an old fend I have
known and studied nearly all my life.”

NO GURE IS KNOWN
FOR RYDROPHOBIA

The Pasteur Treatment Declared to Be
Merely Preventive and Not
Curative.

PHILADELPHIA, Deec. 11.—Dr, E. M,
Ravenal, of the veteripary department
of the University of Pennsylvania, dur-
ing a discussion on hydrophobia at a
recent meeting of the County Medical
Society. sald that the Pasteur treat-
ment was only a preventive of the dis-
ease, and not a cure. Treatment, to be
effective, he declared, must be applied
immediately after the victim has been
bitten. He further declared that, aside
from his experience with afflicted hu-
mans, he had proved beyond doubt, In
more than 150 cases among animals, that
hydrophobia has a distinet existence as
a disease, despite the fact that many
learned physicians insist that there is
no such ailment,

Dr. Ravenal's statement was precipi-
tated by a discussion following the read-
ing of a paper by Lr, G. Morton Til-
man, entitled, “Report of a Case of
Hydrophobla With Autopsy.”

Dr. Iliman deplored the fact (hat
hydrophobia had no official recognition
among the general body of medical men.
He said that such care should be taken
to guard against-the disease, that dogs
when they show signs of sickness should
be quarantined. He complained that
those in charge of the coroner's depart-
ment compelled him, In the case of a
hydrophobia victim he had attended, to
mark the certificate, *‘Died from hys-
terical convulsions.” He contended that

had he insisted on marking the case
“hydrophobia’” an Ingquest would have
been held, with the result that *‘the

ecoroner’s officials would have had their
own way anyhow.”

Dr. Ravenal, while traveling in Eu-
rope several years ago, refuted the the-
ory advanced by Dr. Koch, ‘gt cows
could not transmit tuberculosis to hu-
mans. While conducting an experi-
ment along this line for the State De-
partment he accidentally became in-
fected himself. Hence Le contended he
ought to know.

His vxrwrimf-ntslin hydrophobia have
been conducted by
dogs, rabbits, and other animals.
a cure having been effected by the Pas-
teur method after the fatal symptoms
of the disease developed.

RICH REWARD GIVEN

Half-Interest in Gold Mine for Two
Alaskans.

TACOMA, Wash., Dec. 11.—Because
they saved him from starvation m the
wilds of Alaska, Henry Bratnober, a
mining expert, and Jack Dalton, Alaska
pathfinder, will receive a half Interest
in a rich placer gold strike made in
September by Henry Behrens,
Alaskan prospector, whose home
New York.

Last summer Behrens started from
Valdes for Tanana River in search of a
nameless creek, which was represented
to him as very rich in gold. After los-
ing two rafts on the upper Tanana,
Behrens struck out Into the wilderness
and got lost.

Bratnober and Dalton eame aloang
with a pack train looking for an ex-
tension of Copper River copper ledges,

an

is in

and found Behrens, who had been for
eighteen days without food. They re-
mained several days and left him all
the provisions he desired.

Behrens renewed his search for the
creek, and in September found it. He
says it is wonderfully rich.

CREMATION FOR SPENCER.

LONDON, Dec. H.—The body of Her-

bert 8pencer, who died December 8, will
be cremated on Monday next.

injecting virus into |
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sald that there is no case on record of |

TO MEN WHO SAVED LIFE!

BETTER GONDITIONS
N THE NATIONAL BANKS

November Statementz Show an In-
crease in Stock, Circulation, De-
posits and Surplus Money.

in several respects the national banks
of the Tnited States exhibit better con-
ditions in their statements made to the
! Comptroller of the Currency under date
of November 17 than in the statements
'ma-le in response to the last preceding
call, September 9. The consolidated
j Stateaient of the national banks has
been jade up in the office of Comp-
trodlor Ridgely.

Th- report shows that since Septem-
ber 8 the number of national banks has
Increased from 5,042 to 5,118; the capitai
stock from §753,722.658 to $738,315,170; the
national bank notes outstanding from
$375.4.7.815.50 to $276,239,205; the individual
deposits from 33,156,223 499.07 to $3,176,201,-
57282, and the surplus fund from $370,-
300,684.26 to $375,503,102.21,

On the other hand, from September
9 to November 17 the loans and dis-
counis decreased from $3481.446,772.04 to
$3,425,085,581.26, and the total resources
declined from $6,310,429.966.35 to $6,302.-
18747755,

JACK TARS REMEWBER
~ EXCHAPLAIN CHIDWICK

Prelate Receives a Beautiful Loving
Cup From Sailor Friends.

The Rev. John P. Chidtvick,
of the United States battleship
the time she was blown up in the har-
bor of Havana, is the recipient of a
beautiful and valuable loving cup, the
gift of the crew of the United States
ship New York, to which he has been
attached for the last two years.

The cup is embellished with three
papels, one containing the Cruss, an-
other a group in repousse of sailors at
play, and the other the presentation in-
scription. On the base are dolphins, and
| betwéen them are engraved the names
of the warships Maine, Cincinnati, and
New York

The body of the cup is chased with
grape vines and wheat, while palms on
the handies symbolize Father Chid-
wick's present state of peace and re-
tirement after years of arduous abor
among the enlisted men of the United
States Navy. The cup.was forwarded
while the ship was lying at Bremearton,
Washington, with an appropriate ‘etter,
and came as a complete surprise,

On the flagship New York, Chaplain
Chidwick cruised about China, Japan,
and the Phillppines. He will lecture on
these recent experiences, especially on
religious conditions in the Philippines,
at Carnegie Hall Sunday evening. De-
cember 20, when the proceeds will he
devoted o the mission for colored R
i man Catholics of New York.

chaplain
Maine at

CHIEF CLERK DAWSON
DEMANDS JURY TRIAL

Trial by a Jury was demanded by
Edward M. Dawson, chief clerk of the
Interior Department, who was arraign-
{ed In the Police Court yesterday on a
charge of viclating the smoke laws by

permitting dense volumes of thick black

smoke to issue from the chimneys of
| the departinent bullding. Mr. Dawson's
| plea was not guilty, and Prosecutor
angh will set the date of his trial for
| some time in January.

ASSASSINS KILL HOST.

VICTORIA, B. C., Dec. 11.—News is
received here from Kobe of the assas-
sination of a notable Korean political
refugee, U, Pan Chong. ex-minister of
’fnrvzn affairs, hy ans at Kure,
on November 24, sing stabbed

the vietim In the course o an emer—l

tainment he gave them.

GOURTS AND CAPiTALS
OF THE OLD WORLD

Last of the Tycoons, Prince Tokugawa,
Elected President of the Jap-
anese House of Lords,

By the MARQUISE DE FONTENOY.

-

Prince Tokugawa, who has just been
elected president of the Japanese house
of lords, is one of the most interesting
personages in the dominions of the Em-
peror of Japan. For he may be de-
scribed as the last of the Tycoons. True
he only held rowsr as such for a few
days. For it wag his elidler brother Yo-
shinobu, who w. s temporal ruler of Ja-
pan, at the timme of the great revolu-
tion of 1867 and 1868, which ended the
restoration of the lay sovereignty of
the Land of the Rising Sun to the Mika-
do, after he and his ancestors hed been
deprived thereof, and forced to content
themselves with mere ecclesiastical su-
premacy for close upon 3% years by the
Tycoons.

Yoshinobu, when he realized tha: ms
power was threatened, dispatched a mis-
sion to Frcnee, to England, and to this
country, at the heada of which he placed
his younger brother, Prince Tokugawa.
The latter was received with the utmest
distinction by Napoleon III, who In-
vested him with the grand cross of the
Legion of Honor, and by the Engilish
court, King Edward, then Prince of
Wales, travelin* down to Dover to wel-
come him on landing on British soil.
His Mission Untulfilled.

The outbreak of the insurrection com-
pelled him to hasten hopfe without ful-
filling his mission to the United Statea,
and Tycoon Yoshinobu, when he found
that his adherents were deserting en
masse to the Mikado, made a vain ef-
fort to save the throne which his fam-
ily had usurped, by abdicating in favor
of his young brother, who was Tycoon
or Shogun for only a few days before
being finally overthrown, and forced to
yield to the present Empercr and to his
victorious army.

The Mikado dealt generously wita
the two ex-Tycoons, and ns soon as ever
they had made their submission and
sworn allegiance he settled upon each
of them large >.tates and a handsome
annuity, Yoshinobu, the elder of the
two brothers, died a few yzars ago, for-
gotten and In obscurity. But the young-
er brother, a perfect specimen of the
high-bred, blue-blooded Japanese gen-
tleman, the distinction of his appear-
ance and manner suggest to mind
a full-blooded race horse, ed
to lead a more useful Jife.

Pensioned Former Adherents.

Devo-ing the greater portion of his
allowance and his property to the
maintenance and the promoting of his
former adherents, vvho had suffered in
hiz c.use, and ia that of his brother,
he started out to complete his educa-
tion according to Western ideas, visited
this country at the time of the centen-
nial exhibition, and then went on to
Faris, where he took up his residence
in the most unassuming manner in a
small suite of three rooms in the Quar-
tier Latin, living the life of a student,
rone of his assocates having the
slightest idea of his antecedents or his
rank.

Oniy on three occasions did he betray
the latter. One of these was at a din-
ner given by the then Prince of Wales,
who had been made aware of his ores-
ence in Srance, where he wore the
grand cross of the Leglon of Honor.

After spending several years in Paris
he returned to Japan, devoted himsell
to the opening of agriculture, and on
the creation of a system of nobility
patterned on those of Europe, he re-
ceived the title of “prir~e” and a secat
in the Japanese house of lords, of which
he is now president. If I draw atten-
tion to him it is because it is the only
instance on record of an ex-sovereiga
being raised to one of the most im-
portant offices in the government of the
monarch who deprived of his
throne,

Mutsuhito Is Disturbed.

Emperor Mutsuhito of Japan has
caused the editors of the “Almanach
de Gotha'" to be approached with a
view of procuring the inclusion of his
name and of his house in Part I of the
publication in question, among the
other sovereign famillce of ecivilized
countries. Both he and his government
resent the fact that whereas the Turk-
ish Sultan should find a place in Part I
along with the monarchs of Germany,
Russia, Italy, England, Austria-Hun-
gary, etc., the Emperor of Japan should
be relegated to the tail end of the work
with the Emperor of China, the Shah
of Persia, and otker potentates of Asia
and Africa, whom he regards as im-
measurably inferior to himself in
| point of civilization and enlightenment.
| The Mikado seems to feel that this
exclusion from the list of sovereigns in
Part I of the “Almanach de Gotha"
| has something to do with the failure
|of European courts to treat him on
{the same footing as themselves, notably
las regards the matter of court mourn-
ling, and messages of congratulation
and of condolence on the occasion of

births, marriages and deaths, respec-
tively.

Remains “In the Cold.”

The publishers of the “Almanach™

who are exceedingly in_dependent, and
whose predecessors declined even 1to
submit to the dictation of the first Na-
polean, when at the climax of his power,
do not seem disposed to confer with the
Mikado's wishes.

They point out that Part I of their
“Almanach,” which is the “vade me-
cum” of Old World royalty officialdom
and society, is restricted to the “‘sover-
eign houses of Europe,”” and declare
that the domestic arrangements of the
Japanese Emperor have nothing to de
with their attitude ia the affair, seeing
that the Sultan of Turkey's wives are
numerous, and that he maintains an
immense seraglio. Meanwhile the M.
kado remains out in the cold as far as
the “Almanach’ is ¢oacerned.

Future Queen Determined.

England's future Queen has always
| been noted for her common sense and
% for her strength of mind, and in connec-
tion therewith it is interesting to note

|the determined stand which she has
| taken in the matter of bazaars and
; fairs. She absolutely refises to open

| any of these, no matier how worthy the
j object in behalf of which they happen
ltn be organized, taking the ground that
;i! is ngthing more nor less than an im-
| position vpon royvalty, which is expected
not merely to give much time and trou-
{ ble to the enterprise, but aiso to buy
| extersively for the purpose of setting
1 example to less exalted mortals, the
ct being that if royalty does not set
e pace in this respect the fair or ba-
zaar is apt to prove a financial failure.
Princess Chriscdan and her daughters
and Princess Henry of Battenberg,
neither of whem is rich, usually tura
the difficulty by o to act as sales-
| women at one or another of the stalis,
}lhﬂ vigitors ng a pronounced
eagerness to make purchases from the
lmy;-] ladies amd thus to establish an
leven transito acquaintance with the
| sisters and %«- of the King. But
{ the Princess Wales declines to have
anyvthing to dé with

and

1 A them whatsoever,
| having inherited mwuch of the ob-
| stinacy of her ancestor, King George
llll. !:xll-ms notalng te move her from
the firm stand she nas taken in
the matter, g

.




