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i THE BLAINE HOUSE TOMB OF POLITICAL DREAMS
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v N this site Commodore John
I I Rodgers bult un elegant

In 1831 In it on April
14 attempt was mado to assassi
nate William H Seward Secretary of
State by one of the conspirators who
murdered Abraham Lincoln the same
night The Hon James G Blaine after-
ward bought the house and died here

is the chief
br if bronze tablet which
adorns the front of tho Lafayette Opera
House It outlines with the brevity of
an Index remarkable history of one
of the most notable houses In the Amer
ican Capital Behind that outline lie
not a single stOry of great men and
great events twenty stories This
article can present but one and that
imperfectly but it will be well tp ap
Droacfi that story with an understand-
ing x f the earlier chapters In the

of the house
Lafayette Square is the oldest park

In Washington It Is moreover tho
most conspicuously situated with the
White House and five Important depart
ments of the governmental service
stretched along edge for many years

bo little wonder then that
it unmoved and complacent
on severalioft the most significant meet-
ing in the history of the American Re
public What should occasion surprise
is this that practically even house
which borders this park has a pro-
nounced historical Interest and has been
the scene of momentous historical
eveqta

Thus house at the corner of Ver
mojjV Avenue and H Street was

and there he nursed his
prido through all the troubled years of

service in the Senate Another house
near by was the resilience of Sir Bulwer
Lytton and of Lord Ashburton minis-
ters to this country from Great Britain
A third building is a church built after
the war of 1812 with tho earnest en
couragement of President Madison and
for two generations the court church
Several houses further along at the In
tersection of Connecticut Avenue lived
Daniel Webster and in a room which
looks out upon Lafayette Square tho
Secretary and Lord Ashburton framed
the treaty which defines our Canadian
boundary Across the street is tho

Houso the homo not only of tho
brilliant comodore but of Henry
Martin Van Buren Edward Uvingstbfi
George M Dallas Senator Judah P
Benjamin and General Beulo whose
guest General Grant had been for weeks
at a time The mind is bewildered by
the names which give this square signi-
ficance Senator Fenton Admiral Wllkos
Senator Slldell Commodore Morris Sec-
retary Spencor Vice President Colfax
General Sickles Colonel Ingorsoll Sec-
retary WIndom and many many others

In such a neighborhood it Is a remark-
able house indeed which is tho most
conspicuous of all Yet more than one
historian has given that title to the
building which the gallant Rodgers built
as a home

Roilgaro did not live long It

t

house
an

There 8b

Sum-
ner 8

I

Cla

f
there

J

I8G5

Thia brief record feature
handsome

the

put

his-
tory

its
t

hae looked

ono

Homo

his

De-

catur

i

1

l

¬

¬

¬

¬

> ¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

<<

a spacious dwelling there were
thirty rcomsor olzerK
was notably situated and large means
were required to maintain it

Then it became tho elite boarding
house of tho Capital Among its guests

roo r

o
was

more

MARY TODD LINCOLN STEPHEN A DOUGLAS

In that day were John C Calhoun while
Jacksons Secretary of War and Vice
President and Clay while
Adams Secretary of State

The boarding house made way for the
celebrated Washington Club and Sickles
and Key wore both members of that
body when the tragedy which associates
their names occurred before its door

With tho outbreak of the war the
building became the home of William H
Seward Lincolns Secretary of State

Lastly It was renovated for the home
of James G BlaIne tho third Secretary
of State who dwelt within Its walls and
the seventh who lived in Lafayette
Square In this building Blalno died so
recently that the suspense of the public
mind concerning his illness is still well
remembered

But the story for today concerns Sew
ard and Reward only
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Ten stirring years preceded the out
break of the between the Federal
Government and the States of tho South
They were years of speechmaking
largely and compromise but tho
speeches and the compromises wore of
the sort which defer but do not avert
events Ctulhoun Webster and Clay
died early In the decade With them
passed away the old leadership of tho
old parties THe Democratic party aput
tored on to half a dozen divisions Too
Whig party died a peaceful death in the
organization of the new Republican
party

A rumble of growing opposition to
brought Into this new party of

Republicans all the doctrinaires of
the day and the party of the doctri-
naires Is invariably distinguished for
men of great Intellect Tho leadership
oJJRuen ajarj is bard to attain to al

war
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ways but harder to hold What a trib
ute it was then to little Senator Sew
ard when he found himself not only the
weightiest figure In the councils of the
new party but the source of its spirit
and the chief keeper of its principles

Seward had come to Washington with
the first year of the ten which led to
the war Ho had been educated and bred
among the homely thinkers of central
New York His spirit had developed on
the theory that principle ought to gov-

ern action and that all the special con
ditions In the world could not cloud
true principle This was only one of the
effects of his life in that community
Another was that being afar oft from
the South and unacquainted with the In
stitution as it actually was every im
pulse in his nature revolted against
slavery He was then of earnest high
principle and unaffected loathing for
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the great commercial establishment
whIch characterized the South

But this was only shot ho had to
fire His powder consisted of an In
tellectuality which saw quite through
the deeds of men a vocabulary of force
ful elegant English a selfpossession
which no quantity of personal abuse
could upset and a sort of political intui
tion of the right kind which made him-
a power in his party from the begin
ningWhen

the New Yorker entered the
Senate he was already ti national figure
Ho had served for four years as a Whig
In the State senate Ho naa twice been
the Whig candidate for governor and
had served for the four years ending in
1S42 It was not this prominence among
the Whigs of New York however which
extended his reputation It was in
Btoud the dhnraotsrlstic turn he had

the

I

¬

¬

¬

¬

given growing agitation against
slavery

Nothing could be more characteristic
of Seward than his treatment of that
theme Garrison and Greeley had made
the country ring with abstruse discus

she

of it former It ethic-
ally until no one who would read what
he wrote or hoard what he said could
doubt the ngliiteae and sin of

ones fellowman Greeley had con-
sidered it philanthropically until every
one who read the Tribune or saw ex-
tracts from it printed in other papers
appreciated in part at least the beauty
of personal freedom for alt urea But
Seward saw the problem as a politician
and he developed It so exceedingly well
on its political side that he struck at
once the desires and prejudices of the
great which were to take part la-
the ensuing struggle

Tho party of slavery he said in
Cleveland In 11S the sentence Is al
together characteristic upholds an

founded on the humiliation
bC labor as necessary to the exiaten

a republic
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This only his starting point His
position found a further explanation In
a speech delivered at Rochester ten
years later In wbch he argued that a
system of free labor and a slavelabor
system were absolutely irreconcilable
and increasing their interferences
and then he drew this inference

There is here an irrespressible con-
flict between opposing and endurlngr
forces and It means that the
States must and will sooner
become either entirely a hoidce
nation or entirely a freelabor nation

From to 1S60 Seward talked that
doctrine in the Senate At first he
practically alone After five years he
had allies strong enough to found

party and when the new party
came into existence he Joined It

for It to him only an antislav-
ery Whig party

When new party convened In 1SCO

to nominate candidates for the Presi-
dency and Vice Presidency Seward en
tertained ahuman ambition to become
its leader in the field and it is not too
much to say that the great majority-
of its members anticipated his selection
There was of course the

that he was the most successful
exponent of Its principles and had
served them in politics at least longer
than anyone else But there were
more immediate reasons also for Mr
Sewards friends had organized in his
behalf and men had announced their i

cooperation with this committee all
over the North But alt this reckoning
failed As Lincoln himself

he was nominated by a convention
twothirds for the other fellow

Explanations are to be found on
every hand One biographer lays Se
wards defeat to Fillmores supporters
in 1856 who thought the Senator too
radical Another charges it against the

i Democratic Free Sellers of ISIS who
thought of Seward as always a Whig
A third credits It to the antipathy of
the old KnowNothing following A
fourth regards Lincoln as a much more
adroit politician than Seward More
than one indicates that in spite of this
Sowards defeat was due to Horace
Grtalays spite But none cf them can
explain away the fact that Lincoln a
colorless and unknown candidate fpm
Illinois who polled only log votes in
the first ballot against 173 for Seward
ultimately poled 231 and was duly nomi
nated
Here the tragedy of Sewards ambition

begins to point to Commodore Rodgers
elegant house
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Seward was greatly disappointed at
his failure His friends felt it even
more deeply AH over the courtry men
said his hearing that the strait man
had gone down before the little A pow-
erful Democratic organ published a long
editorial On the theme He Is at qnce
the greatest and the most dangerous
man the Government Another

reCerred t Hint as Aetaeon de-
voured by his own dogs

In his own town of Jiqu the ed-
itor of the foremost paper
could not find the spirit to TOrJttyajsIngle
sentence of indorsement for th swoaass
ful candidate Finally SewarA mself
wrote an article beginning Noru r or
firmer defender of the faith
could nave been found But he was
moved to say as well felt

a leader deposed his own party

Continued on Twelfth rage
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