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$¢ N this site Commodore John | was a spacious dwelling—there were

" thirty rcoms or more, o large size; it
Rodgers built an elegant
f | was notably situated, and large means
house In 1831. In it on April| were required to maintain it.

14, 1865, an attempt was made to assassi- Then it became the elite boarding
nate Willlam H. Seward, Secretary of house of the Capital. Among its guests
State, by one of the conspirators who
murdered Abraham Lincoln the same
night. The Hon. James G. Blaine after-
ward bought the house and dled here.”

This brief record is the chief feature
of a ‘handsome bronze tablet which
adorns the front of the Lafayette Opera
House. It outlines with the brevity of :
an index the remarkable history of one
of the most notable houses in the Amer-
ican Capital. Behind that outline e
not a wingle story of great men and
great events, but twenty stories. This
article can present but one, and that
imperfectly, but it will be well to ap-
proach that story with an understand- |
ing of the earlier chapters in the his-
tory of the house

Lafayette Square is the oldest park|

. in Washington. It is, moreover, the |
most conspicuously situated, with the

, White House and five important depart-
ments of the governmental sgervice
stretched alorg its edge for muny years.

There. should be littie wonder, then, that
it has looked unmoved and complacent
on several of the most significant moet-
ings In the history of the American Re-
public. What should occasion surprise
is this—that practically every house
which borders this park has a pro-
nounoced historical Interest and has been
the scene of momentous historical
events,

Thup, one house, at the corner of Ver-
mopt Avenue and H Street, was Sum-
ner's home, and there he nursed his |
pride through all the troubled years of |
his service in the Senate. Another house
near by was the residence of Sir Bulwer
Lytton, and of Lord Ashburton, minis-
ters to this country from Great Britaln
A third bullding is a church, built after
the war of 1812 with the ecarnest en-
couragement of President Madison, and |
for two generations the “court church.” |
Several houses further along, at the in-
tersection of Connecticut Avenue, lived
Daniel Webster, and in a room which
lcoks out upon lafayette Square the

PRESIDENT
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Secretary and Lord Ashburton framed ) . s 1 =ahilis. ] L ) T e i . b, by N L ;
the treaty which defines our Canadian |, P O A e e e . ! 1 s 1 it s B e aat | .
boundary. Across the street is the De- ‘ iy - i S e J emin ey whi : o stirring vears preceded the out-| ways, but harder to ).‘.14‘1 What a trib- n:‘a ; Kl"‘:l“»'l""‘l}“”" 1 e Ushment | =i treatl-d :
catur House, the home not only of the Jackson's Secretary of \.4.2 and \‘\~ e| break of the war between the Federal ute it was, then, to little Senator Sew-| Which “ A.u‘.- erized 1‘.» South ) L - what
Lriflliant comodore, but of Henry Clay, | }"rpahlrim and He nr Clay, while ':;., ernment and the States of the South. | ard when he found himself, not only the 'Hu\‘ x'.ns was <_rr.1v the shot ? ’“", > W 1 d
Martin Van Buren‘ Bdward Il"!ngl;to'\- ‘Adl"ll Becretary of Btate They were years of speech-making, | welghtlest figure in the councils of n,..; fire His powder consist .'1 of an | loubt 1t : d min of impel
= = . - - iy The boarding house made way for the! largely, and %compromise: but the | new party, but the source of its spirit | tellectuality which saw quite through |ine one's t . G
George M. Dallas, Senator Judah P j celebrated Washington Club, and Sickles | spéeches & he compromises were of | and the chief keeper of its principles the deeds of men, a vocabulary of force- | sidered it opl
Benjamin, and General Beale, whose | ,.3 Keyv were both mémbers of that|the sort er but do not avert Seward had come to Washington with | ful, elegant English, a se ssession | gne who 1 Tri w ex
guest General Grant had been for weeks | body when the tragedy w events Webste and Clay|the first year of the ten which led to|which no quantity of personal abuse {iract ) 1 P et
at a time. The mind is bvwlh:[\red bY | thelr names occurred bef. | dled earl: cads Vith them | #he war. He had been educatzd and bred | could upset, and a sort of political intui- | e -
the names which give this square signi- With the outbreak of the “:,.1‘ passed away the old leadsrship of thé | among the homely thinkers of central | tion of the right kind which made him | o¢ norsona ’ "
ncance»Smm!‘rrr ?""hlnn,.-\d!niml Wilkes, building became the homse 1 parties, The Democratic party sput- | New Yor His spirit had developed on |a power in his party from the begin-| Seward - . . -
Senator Slideil, Commodore Morrls, Sec- | goward, Lincoln's Secretary of State tered on to half a dozen divisions. The|the theory that principle ought to gov-|ning nd h £ v
retary Bpencer, Vice President (-{"”"‘w‘ Lastly It was renovated f the home : Whig party diled a peaceful death In the ! ern action, and that all the special con ! When the New Yorker entered the n it .
General Sickles, Colonel Ingersoll, Sec-|of James G. Blalne, the third Se rretary | Organization of th new Republican | ditions tn the world could not cloud | Senate he was already a national figure. | ones =5 -
retary Windom, and many, many others. f of State who dwelt within its walls, and | party | true principle. This was only one of the | He had served for four years as a Whig l great - R : o &
In such a neighborhood it is a remark- | the seventh who live ayette | A rumble of growing opposition to|effects of his life in that community. |In the State te. Hu 1 twice been | t) e

able house, Indeed, which is the most | Spuare. In this buils d, 8o | Slavery br into this new party of | Another was that, being afar off from | the Whig idate for gover and ! The
consplcuous of all. Yet more than ons | recently that the sus blic | “Republicaas” all ti doctrinaires of | the South and unacqualinted with ti:e In- | had served the four years ending in | - s
historian hi‘!ﬂ given that title to the mind concerning his il s 1s still well | the day, and the party of the doctri-|stitution as it actually was, every im- i t this prom o among | 1

\ bujlding which the gallant Rodgers built | remembered. vres is invariably distinguished for lse in his nature revolted against ' ' New York, however, whict

f as a home. But the story for today concerns Sew- en of great intcllect. The leadership rv. He was then of earnest, high is reputat It was,

had

ristic turn he

Rodgers did not llve there long. It|erd and Seward only,
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given *he growing agitation against
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the country ring with abs

dis«

i,".

his treatment of that | ¥e

This was only his starting point. His
position found a further explanatien in
a speech delivered at Rochester ten
wra later, in which he argued that a
tem of free labor and a slave-labor
ystem were absolutely irreconcilable
and were increasing their interferences
‘ar;l then he drew this Inference:
| “There is here an irrespressible con-

flict between opposing and eaduring
forces, and it means that the United
States must and will, sooner or: later,
| become either entirely a slave-Bbifing
| nation or entirely a free-labor nation.™

From 1550 to 1380 Seward talked that
doctrine in the Senate. At first he was
practically alone., After five years he
had allies strong enough to found a
new party, and when the new party
| came into existence he joined it raturais

lv, for it was to him only an anti-slav-
| ery Whig party.
| When thjs new party convened in 1580
| to nominate candidates for the Presl-
| dency and Vice Presidency, Seward en-
| tertainad a human ambition to become
| its leader in the fleld, and it is not tom
h to say that the great majority
= members anticipated his selection,
y re was, of course, the obvious reas
son that he was the most syccessfuy
| exponent of its principles, and had
| served them, in politics at least, longes

E: me else. But there were
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1's friends had organized in his

As Lincoln himself expressed
“was nominated by a conventlon
hirds for the other fellow."
nations are to be found on
and. One biographer lays Se-
at to Fillmore's suppolers
whe thought the Senater too

thought of Seward as “always a Whig."
1 A third credits it to the antipathy of

. ‘Know-Nothing™ following. A
egards Lincoin as a much mors
ian than Seward. More
ates that in spite of this
t was due to Horace
- But none rf them can
1 aw the fact that Lincoln, “a
and unknown candidate from
s.” who polled only 103 votes in
rst ballot against 173 for Seward,

1tely poled 233, and was duly nomi-

pe

Here the tragedy of Seward’s ambition
4 o Commodore Rodgers’
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jate reasons, also; for Mr,

t and men had announced thely |
peration with this committes all
- the North. But all this reckoning !
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