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Inauguration Dau.

A Few Reflections on the Fitness of the
Fourth of March for This Ceremony.

1t is past the middle of March, and
snowstorms are still within the possi-
bilities. Perhaps we have had sc
much winter this year that Inaugura-
tion Day, 1905, will be reasonably
warm, but that is only a possibility,
after all. Experience has shown that
almost any kind of weather is with-
in the possibilities of the month of
March in Washington, and yet we
continue to hold our most important
public meeting on the 4th of March,
every four years.

Of course, there may be some hid-
den reason for this. It may be agreec-
able to the majority of the people of
Washington to go sighi-seeing with
their friends in a hard rainstorm or a
heavy snow, or a drizzling mist, and
it may be pleasant for those who come
to witness the inauguration to bring
umbrellgs with them and sit or stand
for several hours with raindrops triek-
ling down the back of the neck, and
their view of the proceedings im-
paired by umbrellas in front. It may
be pleasant to do all these things, but
we think not.

On the oceasion of one inaugura-
tion, not long ago, there was a hail-
storm, and speectators sat shivering in
overeoats, steamer and othev
wrappings, and saw as much of the
parade as ihey eould. Washington is
a lovely ecity, but she can produce
more different kinds of bad winter

rugs,

weather than others which have a|

worse reputation in that line. Against
niere snow or mere rain it is possible
to protect one's self ; but when it is a
case of cold sleety rain with wmd
complications, ‘he problem is more
diffievlt. By an unforiunaie eeinei-
dence, the time selected for inangora-
tions is preeiseiy the time when such
a rain is most likely to oceur.

Suppose the date were changed {o
April 30, as has been proposed, noth-
ing worse than rain ecould happen.
Snow would be out of the question, so
would hail, and the combination cof
rain and a high wind, which produces
more haéd language than either alone
possibly could, would be less likely to
cceur then than in March. If the peo-
ple of Washington, and the ecountry
at Jarge really enjoy March weather
better than that of the later spring,
of course, they have a right to their
enjoyment, hut we think the average
citizen prefers to be dry rather than
wet, and warm rather than chilly, and
in 2 placid frame of mind rather
than in that engendered by tryving to
manage his hat, umbrella, and over-
shoes so that the wind will not blow
the rain through them, when he is see-
ing his President take the oath of of-
fice.

Erederick the Great.

A Contribution to a Great Discussion
of a Great Subject.

We confess to having derived, and,
as a matter of fact, to deriving still a
great deal of amusement over the dis-
cussion which some of ounr able-bodied
confemporaries are earrying on aner.t

the proposed erection of a statue— |

the gift of the German Emperor— of
Frederick the Great “upon ground
belonging to the American people.”
Most of our eontemporaries, we ar
pained to observe, shake their illus
trious heads dubiously at a proposi
tion their minds
charged possibilities

which to

Seems
with for mis-
chief too horrivle to eontemplate with
equanimity. The
wonarch’s  graven

preseneée or a
inage “in  our
midst” fills their apprehensive souls
with a patriotie shudder. The coun-
terfeit presentment of “one of them
kings,” placed where budding youtl
may pass, will insidiously sap, they
think, the sturdy growth of repub
lican institutions. Liberty will pres-
ently lie bleeding in the gntter, they
assert, if such a tyrant—even thoueh
ke be of bronze only—is to set foot
oni our shores. Away with him—he
has no plaee in “the republican pan-
theon !”

We that
amuses us. And our enjoyment, we
do not mind admitting, is still further
heightened by the perfeet mine of in-
formation which ear
ried on by our esteemed contempor
arvies has uncovered,
anything like it.

confess, we say, this

the digeussion

Never was there
Never were the 1a

weee $3.00 |

'11\‘1'1114‘v.~! thoughts of a man so ruth-
lessly laid bare as have heen those of
%Ihe philosopher of Sanssouei by the
{learned disputants of the press and
|Senate. Never has this “erafty des-
?lmt," this “frugal tradesman,” this
l"hlm.l_\' butcher”—we can't recall at

{the moment all the names flune at
!him—been “shown up” in
)

his true
light as he has been by these watch-
ful guardians of our political moral-
ity. We were amazed, we admit, at
our ignorance. We thought, for in-
stance, that Frederick was King of
Prussia only, but here comes
Moncure D. Conway, and, while hold
ing up to scorn and ridieule poor Sen-
ator Stewart for “erowning Frederick
with the laurels of
himself of Liston, George the Third's
{ representative at the ecourt of Berlin,
las the “English ambassador in Ger-
many,” and boldly holds the Prussian
King responsible because recognition
of our independence “never ecamc
from Germany.” He seems blissfully
=morant of the faet that as King in
Prussia Frederick jwas no Germsan
prince at all. We =say, we are
grateful for these stray bits of infor-
mation—grateful, because they have
contributed to the general gayvety and
because they are offered by
learned contemporaries with
owlish solemnity.

Far be it from us to enter the lists
in a spirit of levity. In advance ws
beg to apologize for living. Yet,
since we are told that “a monument
to Tamerlane or Attila would look as
well and mean as much in Washing-
ton” as a monument to Frederick the
Great, we beg to inquire whether it
would not be in order to remove at
once the statue erected to the memory
of Hahnemann, in Seott Cirele. Tam-
erlane and Attila, it is true, never
were suspected of being quacks, and
Hahnemann was and is—by allopaths,
at least—bnut all three, so many peo-

oune

our
much

medical profession besides, take high
rank among the butehers of man-
kind. If Frederick, therefore, ap-
pears objectionable because he
slanghtered his subjeets and the sub-
jects of other kings, we respeetfully
submit that no monument hereafter
should be erected to 2 member of the
medical profession. We might
leven a step further—remembering
the htvoe wrought once by the jaw-
bone of an ass, we should feel im-
pelled to protest against monuments
to the memory of men whose
speeches, when living, we were unable
to eseape. In a sense, they, too
butchers,

Speaking a little nore seriously,
this whole diseussion seems to us a
trifle far-fetched, anyway. Here is a
gift, offered in good faith. Whethe:
it was well chosen or not is neither
here« nor there. The President ae-
cepted it, and it is to be erected, along
with other statues of great soldiers,
in the grommnds of a War College.
That’s where it belongs. Calling
Frederick a “bloody buteher” does
not alter the faet that the school he
will face i1s devoted to the task of
rearing other “butchers.”

2o

, wWere

his presence in bronze, or marble, or
whatever the pesky material out of
which the blamed thing is made,
may be—if his presence, we say, will

late the military reeord left by the
greatest captain of the eighteent)
century, the statue will have done ail
it may legitimately be expected to do.
As to its meeting, or meeting,
“the approval of enlightened and in-
formed Americans or enjoy the sane-
tion of logic and propriety” we
think that that is mostly tommyrof.
Enlightened and informed people
lon’t spend sleepless nights over it.

not

4
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A Paradoxical Situation.

ers Now Want Them Back.
What is known as the

belt” in Mississippi is now menacel

“race war

by new trouble.

{ered eonsiderably by “bad negroes,”

ith«- exasperated planters of that re- |

| gion have been-warning all negroes
jout of one town and another, and
| zenerally establishing a rei

{ron the
laborers

m of ter
Ethiopians. Now
and the laborers
exactly a case of

among
they want
are few. 1t is not
fields white to the harvest, the troubie
is that they will not be white unless
somebedy ecan be got to make them
S0 ; not the eotton
fields which will be dark and dismal;
it 1s the fence in need of whitewash-
ing, and the “boiled shirt,” and the
floors which zre in need of serubbing,
will not

and it is only

fand be whitewashed, or
whitenes. without the labor of duslks
African hands. In short, the l\li»i:.
sippi planter in the race war distriet
is wrestling with the problem 6f geg-
ting his work done witout taking too
much trouble to make it comfortable
for the laborers.

This is a problem with which no-
body ean afford to meddle. Tt will
have to be worked out on the ground.

it way be solved is by jailing all va-

Peter,” speuaks |

ple think, and other coryphees of the |

If, then !

inspire our young warriors to emu- |

|
[Having Scared Away Laborers, Plan:-|
|
|

Having been both- |

Iht;ilml. or serubbed to their pristine |

It is reported that one way in which |

]

| grants and making them work out
their fines, but aside from the unsat-
| isfactory nature of compulsory labor,
it would seem to the outsider that un-

less some pains is taken to reform the
[vagrant, such 2 course will tend to
fmake him even more objectionable
[than he is now. Jail life and peonage
{do not as a rule improve the morals.
| However. if people will kiek out their
[ mborers and then want them back, it
hard what ean be done
about it.

{18 to see

Russian Chickens.

The Statement of General Kuropatkin
! to the People.

| In that little old Webster's Speli-
ling Book—or was it the New England
{ Primer?—at any rate it was ene of
{those books which few of us have
|seen but all of us know quite well--
[there was a story about a milkmaid
{who carried a pail of milk on her
{head, and dreamed pleasant dreams
the while of the chickens she would

sheuld bring. We all remember what
happened. There were no chickens.

General Kuropatkin confidently
made the statement the other day in
Moscow that Russia would submit ‘o
no treaty which should rob her of the
hard-won fruits of vietory. “Korea,”
he proudly affirmed, “shall be Rus-
sian.”  And the people cheered.

Since there are at present no fruits
of vietory whatever on the Russia:
side, except the Variag, stuck in the
mud, and some other wreecks at the
bottom of the sea, and Russian sol-
diers reported to have been frozen,
and a section of Russian railway re-
ported to have been torn up, this an-
jnouncement seems a little premature.
| Moreover, General Kuropatkin has
fnot vet left Russia, and his predeces-
{sor (let vs be gentle) did not return
{ home in triumph.

!

| Tt is not possible, of course, to pre
{diet what will happen in the futura.
{But Japan has been pouring citizens
|into Korea for some time, and is at
| present building a fenee around the
place, which will be full of Japa-
nese pickets.
{that Korea shall be Russian, but all
we have to say is, things will have to
happer first.

Perhaps the Czar's way of being eco-
nomical is to lose his appetite whenever
news comes from the front.

Two hundred students in Odessa Uni-
versity have been arrested, and over a
hundred expelled or suspended, for pro-
Japanese demonstrations. Suppose the
students of Harvard or Yale had made
pro-Spanish demonstrations at the out-
break of our war with Spain, what
should we have done?

The ¢
ways at

al trust is row looking side-
the Northern Securities case,
10 see how strong a family resemblance
there may be.

Suppose the Ru use
for transportation. Would the
army thereby be led to hump itself?

sians were to

camels

Bunau-Varilla

says lhc.
| the canal take seven
Uncle Sam and
somewhat different

doing business,

building of
years; but
Crapaud
when it

will

Jean
comes to

An editor pats himself on the back
for his editorial against Smoot.
If he were editor of a 3alt Lake City
paper it would be brave.

brave

The country has been ruined again,
according to the prediction of Messrs.
Morgan and Hill, but the chances are
that we shall get over it. Indeed, most
people do not yet know that they have

been ruined.

One stage of popular culture is
people laugh at anyone
who is different from ordinary folk, In
tiie next they hr'.gi.n to laugh at per-
| con® who like everybody else.
In the the three-ring circus
they let the individual! have some show.

rcached when

are

Just
middle of

Secretary Hay is said to be an enigma
a, and in diplomacy

it Is not

=tood.

Some of the people who began to

abuse President Roosevelt because the |

F‘x;;?’-'mp Court was not going to con-
| demn the merger are now trying hard
not to look fooll

A CHARACTER SKETCH.

I knew a man who thought he knew it
all;

He Kkpew how

) ball,

carth became a rolling

*w the source and secret of all

He also knew how Adam came to fall.

|

I

{ He knew the causes of the Glacial Age,
l.\nxl what it was that made the deluge
! rage.

| He knew—in fact, he knew most every-
‘ thing;

{ In his own mind he was earth's greatest
|

1 sage

His knowledge
girth
i It took in everything upon the earth
{ And in the heavens; but, most strange
of all,
; T1a didn't

was of such stupendous

know a thing of real worth.
! He knew where people go when they are
dead

He knew all wonders ever sung or said
He knew the past and future; but for
all

didn’t
bread,

He know enough to earn his

He was a marvel of omniscience—
He knew the secret of the hence
whener,
He was a bundle of great theories:
The only thing he lacked was common

and

sense

‘-—J. A. Edgerton, in the New York Sun.

|raise with the money which the milk

It may be, of course.!

are |

disadvauiage to be mlsundnr-'

THE
PERSONAL

J ‘SIDE

Omaha Editor Wears Boots.
Monroe Doctrine Equals
the Navy--Japs as Fond
of Liquor as Russians. .

“Oh,
boots.™

This was considered sufficient descrip-
tion to enable a man who was looking
for E. Rosewater to recognize the well-
known Omaha editor.

The rest of the world has adopted
shoes as& the most satisfactory sort of
footwear, but Mr. Rosewater Isn't in-
clined to do things as the rest of the
world does, and still wears French calf
boots with the small heels which were
so popular with well dressed men thirty
years ago.

All the rest of Mr. Rosewater's ward-
robe is up to date. He wears plain,
dark clothes of the sort most elderly
men prefer. . Comfort is his watch-
word, and he follows fashion only so
far as it makes for his personal com-
fort. He decided years ago that shoes
were not satisfactory to him and was
independent enough to remaln true to
the footgear of his fathers.

’ sy
Bede’s Definition.

Representative J. Adam Bede has a
new deiinition of the Monroe Doctrine,
which he sprung at a Grand Army ban-
quet the other night. “Some one asked
me once,”” he said, “How large is the
Monroe Doctrine? and I replied, “Just
as arge as the American navy.”

“It has occufred to me since that that
was a pretty good answer, and I carry
it still further. 1 say the Monroe Doc-
trine is the American navy. Just as
long as we haye a naval force sufficlent
to protect our South American neigh-
bors from outside molestation, just so
long will they depend on us. That is
the reason they don't bufld any navies
themselves.

“What does a country like Venezuela
want with a navy wheén the minute a
fareign warship gets in her neighbor-
hood she can give us the tip and shout
Monroe Doctrine? But it is a doctrine
that 1 belleve in. That is why T voted
for an increase of the naval appropri-
ation” the other day."

Jap Liked the I;]uor.

In the matter of drinking liquor, the
Japanese is not far behind the Russian
In spite of theé reputation of the Musco-
vite for consuming huge quantities of
vodka. At least this is the belief of
a Washington official. who entertained
a distingulshed native of Japan at his
home not long ago.

In the course of the evening, after the
Japanese had given his host presente in
the fashion of Japan, the Washingtonian
turned the conversation to liquor. The
Japs sz2id he had no trouble getting
used to American foods, but he could
| ind no substitute for his beloved saki,
}tha native drink of Japan, a decoction
distilled from rice. The host happened
to recall that down in the cellar he had
a demijohn of choice whisky, that was
heavy with age when the present gener-
ation was voung. He brought it cut and
poured three fingers into a good-sized
drinking giass. The Jap drained it at
a gulp, and said it was the only good

you can’t miss him. He wears

saki

The whisky had reached the sirupy
stage, and, as the host had learned in
former tests, was not a safe article to
drink with too much abandon.
theless, the Jap
with six

Never.
managed to get away
large drinks in the cours Y
2 s se
an hour and then left, apparently sob(-..l{
though the host has suspicions as to
how he felt when he got home, The of-
nrmx’sa_vs hﬂ'l.a trying hard to observe
the President's neutrality order, but if
}'h’lr‘ ‘i*npavlt; for liquor of the average
E: S represented by that of b
| he is sorry for the Russians, -

Woodby Booth’s Scory.

“Hired” —"Tired - “Fired.” i

| These three simple words tell the story
1of a would-be actor's brief rtomm('tlo;\
with the stage. He chose Washington
as the place where he would flrst give
the world an opportunity to behold him
}bnlvnn! the footlights. He left a young
wife in a far away city who was anx-
jously awaiting news of his success, Af-
ter persuading a kind-hearted and un-
suspecting manager that he possessed

a wealth of undeveloped talent, the
would-be actor was promised a “try-
eul.” When he receivad this assurance

from the mapager
wife just cne word:
“Hired.”
i After a
| formance,
judgm

he telegraphed his

rehearsal
without
of the manager, he

d his anxious wife,
zingle word:

for a matinee per-

again
It was

Ti

The following day the manager sent
|for him and informed him that there
was ‘“‘nothing doing’” for him. Deter-
riined to tell the whole truth to his wife,
{the would-be actor sent her the cou-
jcleding chapter of the story, again in
one word
{

{ "Fired.”

| WHAT LANGDON PARK WANTS.
{ To the Edifor of The Washington Times:

In yvour able and apt editorial in this
evening’'s issue yoeu say: “'Let the peo-
ple of Langdon be heard from.” As
one of such humble citizens, I am con-
strained to say that vour strictures are
insinuatingly near being suggestive of
a “divy in the deal.” Now, Mr. Ed-
itor, no such dicker could be possible,
for our people are like unto Caesar's
wife in one very marked particular.

I think, however, that if the brain
power Lo which you allude were to pro-
cure an outfit of stilts and pay Lang-
don a distinguished visit, they would be
impressed that our greatest need at
present, and for considerable future to
come, is not a park, but walks and
ways to get about from point to place,

Our sidewalks are of divers kinds
and devious ways, mostly mud from
the surface down to the denth of no
man knoweth. Our women wade,
man’'s wrath knoweth no bounds. It is
unsafe for the bairns to g0 abroad.
In places the walks are bridged over
with boards In such condition of decay
as to make them hazardous to 1ife
and limb.

Many of our homes are inaccessible
to the coal cart and grocer, because
the gulleys and mud make the streets
ifmpassable. Yea, verlly, do we need
a park, for when the city is solldly
buflt way beyond the limits of the Dis-
trict, far out Into Maryland, we do not
want to be compelled o payv tribute to
the trolley tribe and go to the Malarial
Mall to get a breath of fresh ajr, when

and

by bubbling springs, we might loiter
in the cool shade and listen to theé
sweet =ong of our own redbird snd
wren W. NIGH.

k4
Langdon, D. C., March 15, 19,

liquor he had drunk since he last tasted |

walting to hear the |

IN SOCIETY.

Weddings, Engagements,
and Receptions.

Lieut. Fitzhugh Lee Affianced
to Miss McNutt, of
California.

Miss Irene D. Forrest and James C.
MacSherry, of New York, were gquietly
married yesterday at Holy Trinity
Church. The Rev. F. X. Mulvaney, as-
sisted by the Rev. Francis J. McCarthy,
performed the ceremony, which was
followed by a wedding breakfast at the
home of the bride in N Street.

The bride wore a traveling gown of
dark blue cloth with hat to match.

Mr. and Mrs. MacSherry left town n
the afternoon for a trip through the
North. They will make thelr home in
New York.

The eéngagement is announced from
San Francisco of Miss Ruth McNutt,
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Willlam F.
McNutt, to Lieut. Fitzhugh Lee, Jr,
son of Gen. and Mrs. Fitzhugh Lee,
of Virginia.

Miss McNutt is a leader in the
younger soclal set of San Francisco
and extremely popular. She will leave
Californfa next week for a visit to the
family of her fiance and will probably
be present at the marriage of Miss
Burton and Lieut. George Mason Lee,
which will take place at the Highlands
on Easter Monday.

The marriage of Miss Mary E. Ful-
ton and Thomas Stretton took place yes-
terday afternoon at 5 o'clock, in the
Church of the Advent, Le Droit Park,
The Rev. Edward Marshall Mott read
the marriage service. Miss Fannie
Crandell was the bride’s only attend-
ant, and Claude Koss served as best
man.

The wedding was a qulet one, only
relatives and a few personai friends be-
ing present.

Mrs. Grace Worthington Hazell and
Dr. . L. Harban were quietly married
at 3 o'clock this afternoon at the par-
sonage of St. Thomas Church. Dr.
and Mrs. Harban will reside at 1220
Connecticut Avenue, and will be at
home after March 27.

The British ambassador and Lady
Durand entertained at dinner last even-
ing, when their guests Included Senator
and Mrs. Depew, Senator and Mrs. Al-
ger, Mr. and Mrs. Wayae MacVeagh,
Mrs. John W. Foster, NMr. and Mrs
Gordon-Cumminrg, Mrs. Robeson, Miss

Ethel Robeson, Miss Edith Blair, Mr.
and Mrs. Sidney Waterlow, Mk Hag-
ner, Baron von dem Bussche, Des-

portes de la Fosse, Senor Lima e 8ilva,
Prince de Bearn, and Mr. Raikes and
Mr. Gurnew, of the embassy staff.

Mr. Du Martheray, the Swiss minister,
upon his arrival in Washington last
spring, found thé legation in Hillyer
Place in such a dilapldated condition
that he made no effort to occupy It un-
tii his return to the Capitzl in the fail.
Since then the house has been filiad
with workmen and entertainments of a
formal nature have been impossible.

Last evening the minister gave the
first large dinner that has taken place
in the legation this season. His guests
| included his younger colleagues in the
| Diplomatie Corps

Senator and Miss Kean, who had
cards out for a dinner several weeks
ago, in honor of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and Miss
| Cannon, and recalled them on account
of the death of Senator Hanna, enter-
tained them at dinner last evening.

Mrs. Roosevelt, accompanied by her
second son. Kermit, -~ returned from
;Gromn vesterday, Theodore Roosevelt,
jr., will spend the early part of the
spring holidays with friends in the
North.

Owing to death in the family, Mr. and
Mrs. L. 1. Doyle have recalied the invi-
tations for Saturday, March 26,

Mrs, Henry May and her house guest,
Miss Emory, went to New York yester-
day.

Miss Clara Barton will receive the
members of the Grand Army at her
home, at Glen Echo, Md., on Saturday
evening, March 26, She will be assisted
by the Legion of Loyal Women.

Mrs. Francis King Wainwright,
daughter of Senator and Mrs. Foraker,
and Mrs. Harris, who have been the
guests of Mrs. Wainwright's parents
for the past ten days, returned to Phil-
adelphia yesterday.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Pitman Ramsey
entertained last evening in honor of
Representative and Mrs, Willlams. In-
vited to meet them were Representative
W. 8. Hill, Representative Candler,
Representative B. J. Humphreys, Charil-
ton Clark, Dr. and Mrs. E. Clark, H,
{ McKay Fulgham, E. Redwood, Dr. and
Mrs. S. D. Barr, A. Redwood, Mr. and
| Mrs. Wiillam M, Harris, jr., Miss M. L.
Hobgood, Miss M. Favey, M. Wenger,
Mr. and Mrs., George 8
Doanell, and Mrs, I. F.

Holden.

The condition of Mrs. Miles,
{ General Miles, who has not been well
for the greater part of the winter, Is so
critical that her friends have become
alarmed over her continued ill health.
She is reported as siightly better today
|than she was yesteriay.

wife of

Commander Boutakoff, of the Russian

iembassy, is spending a few davs in
1.\’(‘“’ York.
; Senator Foraker has cards 3

| reception in honor of the S
l\\'ar, Mr. Taft, on

Saturday, March 25.

!Season at Palm Beach
| Waning; Guests Departing

The season at Palm Beach is waning,
adleus are beilng said, and the tide of
travel is setting northward. -

Mr. and Mrs. H. C, Frick, of Pitts-
burg, frequent visitors at the Wash-
ington home of the Adtorney Genera}
and Mrs. Knox, have gone to the Vir-
ginia Hot Springs. Mr. and Mrs.
| amin Thaw are planning to leave the
J
resort shortly.

Mrs. Root and Miss Root, who gave
another large sailing party vesterday,
will not remain much longer, and Bar-

g8 von dem Buasche and her party
1l leave Palm Beach this weelk.

wi

STATENDAM PUT BACK.
FALMOUTH, England, March 16.—Ths
Holland-American line steamer Staten-
dam, which =sailed from Rotterdam
March 12 for New York, has returned
Lo this port with her boiler damaged.

Donnell, Miss |

Ben- |

THE EVEN

The deadly heat of the summer lay
heavy over the land. The sun boiled
pitilessly down on the parched and
cracked earth, burning the corn to a
yeilow crisp. One needed no almanac
to know that the hot season was draw-
ing to a close. It could be read in the
faces of the young people, as well as in
their languid movements, devoid of en-
ergy. The height of the rank dog fen-
nel which filled the courthouse square
told the same story.

At Leeboro—Pocatello county., Arkan-
sas—no vivid interest in life dispiayed
itself, even in the courthouse square
where the business of the county cen-
tered. A dog fight in the road was not
attraction enough to draw the loafers
from the shade.

But as the “evening” crept along, the
tide of travel set toward the courthouse.
There were two reasons for this. The
more powerful one was that the old
brick courthouse was as cool a place
as could be found to lounge away an
hour; the lesser reason was that Jeffer-
son Wilder, the son of Judge Wilder,
was to argue his first case, and the town
was curious to see how the boy would
handle it.

In itself the case was a trifiing one.
A woman from the country was suing
for divorce from her husband, who was
at present setving a term in the peni-
tentiary for homicide committed in a
drunken frolic. The wheie Interest lay
in its connection with young Wiider.
For three generatigns the Wilders had
been lawyers of repute, To have a

ING STORY

'JEFF WILDER'S FIRST CASE.

By WILLIAM McLEOD RAINE

jaw was suggestive of weakness and in.
decision. The man pulled the forelock
of his hair and ducked his head at the
Judge.

For a moment hie sallow face flamed
with embarrassment; then he moistened
his dry lips with the tip of his tongus
and began to speak.

“It's paw!” exclaimed the little girl
beneath her breath.

The woman went suddenly gray as
aghes, then dropped her head into her
hands on the table in front of her,

“It alr all true what he said, z2n' &
right smart heap more,” the man began.
“l ain't denyin’ thet I taken her from
a good home an' treated her no bettep
than a dawg. Hit air all truoe, though
1 hate turrible to own hit. Daswn to
the store | was a gambler an’ a cyard
player, an' at home I was a shifties’,
triflin’ no 'eount. [ reckon if ye travels
ed all over Pocatello caounty hit wud
have b'n hard to find 2 meaner husband
to the o' woman an’ a more keerless
paw to the little tricks She did the
bulk &f the plowin’ an’ the hoein' while
1 was away swappin mewls. BShe kep’
the co'n meal In the bar’l while I loaf-
ed down to Fishe:'s =tare. I ’‘low she
was good shet of me whenw | went to
jail.”

The rocom was still as death save for
the man’'s husky velce and the woman's
long sobs. He looked at her a moment
with a working face, then dragged &
ragged sleeve across his moist eyes.

“] was allus aimin’ to do better, but [
someheow cudn’t git around to hit. Then

boy coming on three, and a girl who wa

There were three children with her—a baby of about eighteen months, a

s perhaps eight.
i

Wilder in the House at Washington was
a tradition of the district. It was a cur-
rent fest In Little Rock that the prin-
cipal products of the Fourth Congres-
sional district were the Wilders.

It was a kindly, humorous face that
Judge Wilder turned on the spectators
—a face very like his son's but older and
less serious, as !If he had come to re=-
alize that life must not be taken too
earnestly in the warm season.

The woman who -at by Jefferson Wil-
der was a very usual type of the renter's
wife. One might find fifty lke her in a
ride through the country. Her should-
ers were bowed from many days at tha
plow handles. She was dressed meaniy
in cheap cotton stuff. Her eyes had the
weary, hopeless dejection that comes to
some women before their time. She had
been pretty once.

There were three children with her—
a baby of about cighteen months, a boy
coming on three, and a girl who was
pt~haps eight. There were all tow head-
ed, sallow little people,and the older girl
looked prematurely aged, a yvounger edi-
tion of her mother, even to the droop-
ing corners of her mouth. The boy
alone had energy to spare. His big eyes
wandered all over the room and took
in everything there was to see. He tug-
ged at his mother’'s skirts and asked
embarrassing questions audibly. The
sad-eyed mother listlessly, from force of
habit, threatened the restless youngster
with ““the btud.”

“If you all cayn’'t be quiet. Buddie, I'il
wear you to a frazzle,”” she told bhim
fretfully.

When ycung Wlide: got to his feet to
close his case, the audience settled itself
cnmlorta\bly to listen. The boy was a
trifie nervous, for he knew ihat the real
cause at issue was Jefferson Wilder vs.
Faflure, His sentences abounded with
the florid and famboyant oratory in
which the South delights. He knew that
he was doing well, and he thrilled to
the finger tips with exultation. Again
and again his eves went back to one
sallow, blanched face at the back of the
room—a face which was quite immoble
except for the fine eyes. Wilder found
i bimself wondering in the midst of his
{ denunciations how the man had acquired
] that peculiarly clammy lack of color, H=
| looked as a man might who had been
! buried allve for a tirme.

TPhe boy took himself very seriously—
more seriously than any other persons
in the rcom took him, except hls client,
her cld lttie girl, and the bleached
stranger in the back seat. These three
followed every syllable with a devotion
thot was pathetic. Once, when the de-
nunciation .f her worthless hushand by
the young lawyer grew more than ordi-
narily bitter, the wife sprang to her feet
as if to protest, but she fell hack before
the many curious eyes that were fo-

| cused upon her.

| The man in the back seat grew rest-
lless under the hot clogquence of the
| Young Southerner. He writhed beneath
| the words of unmeasured scorn that fell
| from the lawyer's lips. Every scathing
| epithet fell cn him like the lash of a
!whip across shrinking flesh. The
| ery of his totured soul leaped out of
| hie speaking eyes.

| 7Thire was a murmur of aoplause as
! Wilder dropped quickly to his seat. The
boyish attorney would not look round,
but he knew that men were rising from
| their seats and craning forward to get
another ook at him. Oilder attorneys
came up to offer half humorous but
whelly sincere congratulations to the
young fellow. Jeff laughed them aside
gaily, but he felt the hot tears rising
to his eyes and he was bolsterously
happy.

He turned to see a man pusiting his
}’WR“. awkwardly along the aisle to the
| front. It was the wman he had hoticed
| gitting near the doer. He was dressed
| roughly in the usual jeans. shhpeless
{ felt hat, and brogans. He had ‘rather
& kindly face, though t?e lank, hanginr~

mis- |

eome the row at Fisher's an’ they all
Ht on me to go to jail because I was
the drunkest. You all know, jedge,
‘beout them convict camps at Coal Hill
Seem sort o' like the gvards were bad
as well. They all were plum hard on
us-ns, an’ knocked us areound like we
was niggers. I chiiled a heap, an’ the’
was a time when I “lowed to die. But

pin’ me because 1 cudn’t work.

“Shucks! They ain't no use taikin’
‘beout hit, "ceppen to show yeou heéow
I ecome to be changed man. I gnow
neow what hit is to be treated mean.
jedge, on’ I know what it is to suffer
jes’ as 1 made her suffer. I had two
years to think 'beout notnin' else, an’
I got it stedied out. I want a chance
fto make hit up to her an’ the little
{ tricks. 1 aim to work like a nigger for
J them if you all an’ her give me another
chance. Thet's all jedge.”

The woman's slight frame was shaken
with sobs, and the man laid a sallow
! hand on her shoulder.

“They ain’t nothin’ te ery ‘beout, sis™
he said, soothingly. I hain’t a goin’ ta
do vou all ary meanness, even if yeou
don’t feel like givin® me another
{ chanee.”
| The woman rose from her place with-
out looking up, and burled her faee in
' his shoulder with her arms around his
neck. The elder girl began to weep, and
the baby howled, while the boy looked
on in amazement at this apparently un-
called for display of family feeling.

“¥it will be all right neow, honey.
I aim to give you a better time an’ to
tek care of yeou. Don't yeou cry, hon-
ey,” soothed the man in the kindly
Southern drawl

The judge cleared his throat and wiped
his glasses with his handkerchief.

“1 reckon this knocks the bettom out
of vour case, Jeff,” he said. )

Jeff brushed his hand across his eyes.

“1 recken it dd®s, sir, and I'm dash-
ed glad of it,” he sald Impetuousiy.
“Your Honor, In behalf of the plaintiff
1 move to dismiss the case.”

DISTRICT MAY SUE
PARKER’S ADMINISTRATOR

Corporation Counsel A, B. Duvall has
callew the attention of the Supreme
Court of the District to the death soms
{ time ago of Joha C. Parker, who is
lnamed as defendant in what is known
| as the “wrongful voucher” case.

The guit was instituted by the Cors
missioners against Mr. Parkér to re-
cover $60 paid to him for certain schoel
supp ies  which, it is sald. were noi
delivered to the District authorities. 1f
the administrator of his estate does not
a p.ea to the suit before the end
resent term of court, Corpora-

insel wiill move to make the ac-
mucistrator a party and then proceed
with the litigation in the usual way.

~

| PHI DELTA THETA
| MEN HOLD BANQUET

I Phi Delta Theta fratérnity last night
ebrated the birthday anniversary ot
society's founder, Robert Morrison,
banquet at the Riggs House. 7The
hington membership of the frates-
inciuces eleven members of Con-

cel

y the
by ¢
I 'Wea

=,
Cilaude N. Bennett was toastmastern,
At the conclusion of the banquet he
{ proposed a toast to the founder, and it
! was drunk in silence.

MAJOR SCOTT BURIED
WITH WMILITARY HONORS

The funeral of Major Douglass M
| Scott, who died at Fort Monroe, on
famrch 13. was held at Fort Myer, at 11
| o'clock  this morning. The service was
| conducted by Chaplain Plerce and in-
terment was at Arlington. he body
was escorted to the grave by a detach-
ment of cavalry, and mi%tary honors
marked the burial,

all the time they was pesterin’ an’ whip- :

[
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