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WHAT CONGRESS HAS DONE AND WHAT
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Panama Canal Treaty|!
Ratified and CubanRec-
iprocity Enacted.

Supply Bills Passed, But
Legislative Measures
Neglected.
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Come Into Prominence. l
Political Issues. ‘
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HAT has Congress done?

this the an-|

question

swer from Democratic sources

is, “Nothing, except spend money."
That I8 a partisan and somewhat un-
fair and brutal way of eplitomizing the
result of the labors of the Fifty-eighth |
Congress. Nevertheless, every Repubd-
lican wuu admit that it is substantially
he will express it in millder
more explanatory and qualifying lan- |
guage s0 as not to convey the idea to
the voters and taxpayers that Congress
has been cxtravagant and reckless in |
the expenditure of public moneys. As |
a matter of fact, Congress has done lit- |

true, but

“eD:A‘:o “‘tl'm e ‘l];lxreegfr:p:‘r‘l“j];\;\x; ' (Photograph Copyrighted, 1908, by Clinedinst.) (Photograph Copyrighted, 1903, by Clinedinst.) | Representative JAMES A. HEMENWAY of Indiana,

C ns, than pass the general supply | 2 e y : :

bill: for the maintenance -of the Gov- Representative JESSE OVERSTREET of Indiana. Representative JOHN SHARP WILLIA MS of Mississippi. | Chairman of the Comamittee on Appiopriations, and as such the “Watchdog”
ment ot it has done this and 99- ||  Chairman of the Committee on Postoffices and Post Roads, whose partisan| Leader of the minority who would be Speaker Camnmow’s successor if the of the Treasury, who says Congress has done a good job of great house-
Journec 1€ long sessio & ie ’: |1 g g g

any other Congress has adjourned in | | duty it was to prevent a Postoffice Department investigation. Democrats should carry the House. keeping. X

eighty-six vears. Not since the Fif-|, i Sfh R ) ﬁ&_

teenth Congress © the national legis- . |

lative body wound up its busine m

so early in the year aq

ad- |

the long scs
April 28
Journed its ¢
the averige ler
has been up to .

The Purpose of

ifteenth Congress
icn on April
of the long sessions |
= |

Republicans. |

In faect, it was the purpose ¢f the Re- |
publican majc when Congress as-
sembled in November to dispose of the |

routine busine @ the appropriation |

biis, and go ho as soon as possible |
without finally acting wupon general
legislative matters. This it has suc-|
ceeded in doing: No doubt the object | |
in determining to avoid legislative \

measures was largely political, but how- | |
ever that may be, the secsion of the| |
¥ifty-eighth Congress which has just|
closed will stand out pre-eminently as a |
Lusiness session Whether it is ad- |
juéiged to have been reckless and ex- |
travagant or careful and economical de—!
pends largely upon the partisan stand-
puint from which its appropriations are
viewed. The figures speak for lhnm‘[
selves, and show that the sum of $75l.-
575,000 in round mbers has been au-
thorized to be expended under the va-
rious departments of the Government |
during the fiscal year beginning July 1, |
1904, and ending J

e 30, 1905.
Democrats p¢ the fact

that t

.
his |
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ifs a much larger m than was appr
priated for sponding period by
the last Democr Congress, and
answer the Republicans point o 1'r.ei
further fact t since the last Demo-|
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the aggregate it is nevertt upon a | e s 3 Y o | ‘
B e e | Representative SAMUEL W. McCALL of Massachusetts Representative WILLIAM ALDEN SMI TH of Michigan, Bninsantatie B
i, rized by most of the civil- | P 3 presentative WIL KR of New York.
ized nat of the earth. | An anti-imperialist Republican who was chairman of the House Committee Who put the Spanish army in Cuba to rout with an umbrella, and made a | Whose return to the House is warmly welcomed by the Democrats. He has
Issues Between Two Parties, i which investigated Mr. Bristow’s “Charges Concerning Members.® speech in the House nominating Speaker Cannon for the Presidency. | made three notable speeches and engaged in a hot controversy with Dalzell |
Much of this money is to be paid 0'-:il‘.¥l._-_ -~ s Lo 3 -
for the maintenance and upbuilc of | I = i e —
the naval establishment and ‘ o0 G { . W
army. while very little is for dofestic| roperty of the Fren It has failed to pass a bill to provide |In appropriation matters alj0, the | House, and for the major portion of that olution,

purpose of «

gre:

for voluntaty

tration of disputes be-

d labor;

internal improv such as the
struction of public buildings and the

s con-
im-

11\11‘

the

provements rivers and bors, t It has failed to pass the convict labor
therein lies the issue between the two | O bill
political parties up« the questions of i It h i to pass a pure food bill;
extravagance and economy. Notwith-| n in t It pass a bill to provide
standing the s ¢l g { s pas Y r dings
sum iz with P to I the o k river and har-
from rever » same peri zone b pr v ] t the emerg-
time. But in is another ] iminis el n 3,000,000
raised; it is F economy ¥ of P 1¢ I It has failed to pass a clean money
enable the t} +- bill

o d »
is, the red Aa ‘ It } ailed to pass the anti-tobacco
means the tarift, COUX bill

at this po
likely be

may

to pass any civil service

the paramo

ign whick | or bill 1 ting toward the re-

S b : ‘ | of superannuated clerks, al-
and because of ‘ ;
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were anxious t« I'Y
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their district | v o J( '.”“";utl;e
Congress I t Civil Bervice, o 1€
bills, but as - ; ] ¢ x
had an opportunity 1 District Not Badly Treated.
was asked to do ar 1 1t has failed to pass any currency leg-
: do,
e tho i
0 It } f t a hbill granting
There have been lic r ! liquor in original
House _approxin to t ies of the State
resolutio k & i » which it is shippe
many in it It f 1 to order an Investiga-
cent of the: bably n of t} Postoffice Department;
vate character, pension n 1ea €s, claim | 1 .-»,‘ ! t h ed to disg of the im-
bills and the like. . chment charges inst Judge
Public and Private Measures. } p wrles Swayne, of the northern district
| ¢ F |
Of these approximately 1,500 rivat te g
5 . D¥ =33 8 hs dispose of the
measures about I and -
g t Reed Smoot of
about thirty m ti e b er t .
s laws out n | £
come 1—'-‘;‘ i n 1 : As regar the District of Columbia, it
side t3 -
a CU?*- i '. ¢ ot k. I badly at the hands of
quasi ;:-.A.rxA“ st of == r.w Daion it ( 2 it this session. While a num-
them h be ) € X Fataec y hold its mext conference in |! f measures which were greatly de-
compan to cons ct S across | S Waekn Sept 1 to be sed -have been enacted,
navigable rivers, o e ting the | 354 the 1 the District was well treated in the
Terrn‘rrru~ and the t Col ia o ropri i bill still, a number of
Yet Congress h: d X mpor- ax 3 rtant egislative measures were
tant and It h O unacted Among these are
was called t ession on | an cr own stre rallroad bill; the
November 9, X mn of Here the s short falls to | ! t mend the personal tax law, al-
the holid: e€ss was In session until | minor m et 1 interests gh 1l i lid pass |‘n~‘ House;
last Thu y, or ogether about five| put not of broad general character bill to corporation law;
and one-half months Co 8 Was . he bill to the District mill-
summc ;. 1”1 o 'x n extraord . What Congress Has Not Done. ¢ o = othirs
smmoned to meet in traordinary se i s . .5
sion by the President in order to enact| Here - Sieige . . ' House Has Asserted Its Rights.
i v ith he . . o s1C y de¢
reciprocity witl R € new rex I . } ¢ . the House has
Cuba, Because Congress did meet near- | =
- e <ol - - = v ! pas riff nspi 18 pait in shap-
¥ Iour wee ‘: -‘" fore ; he time ac ding than it 1£ for many
to law it would )”,'(i been rw“‘; =5 B ¥ It : e B ¢ 1al ] retofore This has been very
meet, it was enabled to conclude its| ] : to the of Speaker
work and adjourn earl 1l % ) P vears he has insisted that
The extracrdinary se e o g " : : 1
tracrdinary fa o e e pe t would stand more firmly for
House, where the bi : : 1d refuse to be overridden
originate, an opportur a1 s S - I nate and kow-tow to the upper
get in shape to work ‘ 1 his position as Speake:, he
regular session opened e . " ” gk 1 been al to stro y enforce his
The fir h Congress did was it has falled to ; t0 Lhe ws i mor ways than one, and
2. -p " : Phil 8 in the { ond r ¢ - . . v i = ¥ ¥
to enact the Cuban reciprocity law, ang | & MUPpines. in ihe w s E 1 vher eretofore the House has been
that act stands out as one of the most | * HHPPI "' SR . 1 to bowing to the will of the
fmportant performances of the session. | - < - S ite at this session has |
Delegat o1 } v acce 2 |
What Congress Has Done, ention 1 U e
| the House. In this connec-
But of still further reaching effect It rant b ntioned the stand
was the ratification by the 8¢ e of the | g in e He ¢ took on river and har- |
treaty with the new republic of Panama | It has practically pald no attention to bor legislation, and legislation for the |

I
by which the United States was enabled l Hawall; {8overnment of the Panama Canal zone,

House has more firmly than before stood | time was one of its most “important,

its ground. | most useful, most diligent, and hard-

In fact, public attention has been | working members. At last he attained
focused mere strongly upon the House | his long-c¢h 2 ambition and was
this session than for many years prior i!'l&(‘!ed its As such, despite

not only because of the personality of | his long years of service, he has not
the Speaker, but because of the char-| displayed the qualities of a parliamen-
acter of legislation to which it h-'f-" given | tarfan, in the sense that his predeces-
attention both on the floor and in com-

sors, Reed and Crisp, were

. parliamen-
mittees v

i | tarians, but far greater than that he
The House has passed the bill provid-lpag gisplayed attributes of- character
il_'x-,; I::r the .L-im:.r;.m to tlw:' Union "’X;and of strong personality which will
the l".!‘fl"'rff'ﬂ f'kl“k"""“" l“"“‘,“ | cause his administration of the office to
Territory, New Mexico, »‘”“1 Arizona, | o qown in history as one of the maost
the n:,«} 7'.\‘.!1 as one hw.'nv nnder. the successful in the long line of Speakers
name of Oklahoma, and the last two as who have presided over the deliberati
one State under the name of Arizona.| ' R L S e,

of ths House. Probably no Speaker was
more greatly beloved by members on
both sides of the chamber than “Uncle
Joe,” and certain it is that none ha
presided with greater fairness, with less
partisan bias, and less political partial-
ity than he. No other Speaker ever ac-
corded the minority greater rights and
privileges, and of this every Democrat

The Senate has not considered the meas-
ure.
Bills Considered in Committees.
The House has passed the bill giving
authority to the Philippine government
to issue bonds for public improvements
and to the municipalities to issue bonds

for school and other purposes. Tho|is duly appreciative, and none more so
Senate has done nothing with the meas- | than his political antagonist and op-
ure ponent for the Speakership, the leader

of the minority,
Williams.

The Rise of Mr. Williams.

The session which has just closed has

The House has passed the bill to en the Hon. John Sharp
able the Territory of Alaska to send a
Delegate to Congress. The Senate has

not acted upon the measure.

The House Committee on Labor has|nhrought Mr. Willlams to the front. For
given extensive consideration to ‘_’“' ten years he has been a member of the
eight-hour labor bill, and finally dis-|Hgyse, and while from iime to time dur-

posed of it by turning the whole sub- |ing that gervice up to the present Con-

ject over to the Secretary of Commercs | gregg he figured in the debates, and now
and I or for investigation and report. | 21 then in a parliamentary tangle, he
The me committee has CU”““_“’”"’ 8| had no opportunity to dis such
bili to provide for vol tary ﬂ!‘l)l[!"lllh:p qualities of Jesdership ss be has Bad
of disputes between capital and iabor. during the past five months, and it goes
but did not act upon it without saying that he ! n ad-

ommittee on the Judiciary

sponsibilities of the position, however,

which provi®ed for the ap-
readily abdicated his right to the chair-

pointment of a committee of seven to

manship in favor of the Indiana mem- | investigate Mr. Bristow's charges. A4As
ber. In this Congress, which has been pre- | the chairman of that committee Mr.
eminently an appropriation Congress, | McCall took a prominent part in
Mr. Hemenway has played a most im-| smoothing matters over. In the pre-

portant part, and he has played it well,
He has exhibited qualities which show-
ed plainly that no mistake was made In
selecting him for the exalted post which
he has occupied. The chairman of the
Committee on Appropriations is right-
fully regarded as the hardest worked
man in the House. Mr. Hemenway has
shown capacity to perform his duties
faithfully and well.

The Postoffice Scandals.

ceding Congress he took a strong po-
sition in opposition to his party upon
the Philippine question, but this session
the prominent part which he took was
in the postoffice matter, in which he
acted more as an arbitrator than as &
belligerent.

The Speech Nominating Mr. Cannon.

It was, too, while the postoffice de-
bate was in progress that another Re-
publican member leaped conspicuously

In view of the scandals in the Post-| into the public eye. In a ringing
office Department and the pressure |speech, denouncing bureaucracy, Rep-
which was brought for a postoffice in- | resentative William Alden Smith, o2
vestigation, the task assigned to Repre- | Michigan, nominated Cannen for the
sentative Overstreét, at the head of | Presidency, and haif - unconsciously
the Committe» on Postoffices and Post | created a great furore of excitement.

Roads, was indeed a difficult one. To
carry out the determination of his party
to prevent a general investigation of
the department, and to smooth mat-
ters over and yet do nothing which
would appear as if the Republicans
wished to cover up anything, the whole
burden fell upon Mr. Overstreet. Un-
der the tremendous pressure brought
to bear and as a result of the appear-
ance of the so-called Bristow “Charges
Concerning Members,” Mr. Overstreet
came near falling down, as almost any
other man in his position would have
done. He nevertheless stood his ground,
fought a hard fight, the hardest which
took place upon the floor of the House,
and finally brought the members of his
own party into line and to his support,
and was able to carry out the plan of
his party.

Always able and always eloguent, he
awoke the next morning to find him-
self famous, and that he had started a
boom, which, for the moment, mevst
have caused a certain Presidential as-
pirant some uneasiness, and had it not
been voluntarily punectured, might have
caused some trouble.

The latest incident which served to
center atteution upon Congress occurred
only a week ago, and is known as the
Cockran-Dalzell controversy. The de-
tails of it are still fresh in the public
mind. It was immediately preceded by
the appearance within arera of de-
bate of a young Democrat from Nourth
Carolina, Representative Claude Kitchin,
who in a spirited attack upon the Presi-
dent displayed both brilliancy and

l'“"‘ _“”‘L"j" e consideration to the | YARt2ge of the chance affo him. Pressure for an Investigation. lilll_mOJ which l:u-nusvdl and nettled :i'}e
1as given lengthy co . nder hi . ; re has R defenders of the iministration on the
injunction bill, but postponed ae- giﬁi'{:ﬂ‘:?m‘]"”“‘_r;)‘j:{“l(l there has beeng 1t was anticipated from the start that majority side. e
n-it until December. The same | = ;1"'.;,“7;”'|“ Sty s b _i the Democrats would find opportunity Leginning of lht'_‘gri‘ﬂt oratorical displuy
committee considered and reported in 1!"]-(4!31\": i ’_" “;“;‘ lwf “y““‘w_ t.n refer to the ],:wstumce scandals. It Y\‘}}lqh marked the closing week of the
favor “of the impeachment of Judge | ~F *€ BIEG. W .grity tontiiny el them by way of a resolution | Session.
Swayne, but the House referred the (u‘ln;:'l'n.rs.\, and conscientious d‘wul».nmll l‘"lr(w'dl}cyd by Representative Hay of The Cockran-Dalzell Episode.
atter without action back to the same |to duty. In learning, in deba iy s '(:allmg for th-e information Representative Willlam Bourke Cock-
{ ccmmittee for further hearings. The | knowledge of parliament upon which Mr. Bristow in his report| Sl ' - Clinaaianint st
same committee also spent much time |In fact, in all the quali to the President upon the postoffice in- | T2 Was a member of Congress e?:,“o
upon the so-called Hepburn-pDolliver | ?\f"f".‘ {“ll'll_"-'_'ll"l'- i vestigation made certain charges against | 28 and won an m:pm..u.:nal reputath 3
“»l!m',r g r'.lmﬁ';ltll\-]} é i‘}‘,l,“]“::l,y.lf“[’ I '.\i“ .f;.".‘:,\-”m;- }i.x‘x._ ﬁ.]um; members of Congress in connection with | 85 @n orator. As ‘\h:' “"“"“_f““."’_““‘,
‘1’1';;”“‘11‘;\.. , but the House failec £ ' - of tt |the rental of buildings for postoffices fl in his r§4p1)-, Mr., Cockran “:\s ,“?fjn a
"The Committee on Ways and Means | nin and the matter of increased clerk hire at | T&@mmanyite; he became an .mn—l‘lm'—
considered and then voted not to repoit | the Fifty-cight, various offices, and also the matter of | ™anYite, and as such ceased to be a
ke batl, V'hi»':n ‘\"”1“1'11.“:;“.\1.‘1.1 hn}l'u[-i)x‘l‘;,’ [;:; l"K':liu'X" v questic leases. This resolution went to My, | Member of Congre gatn m.vhtmmc .
baeco trust, ;';“!:;“{;“ZL in ‘”L;i‘,m) and | he extremely ag Overstreet's committee, and after some | T2ammanyite and again he became 2
packages ‘l:": ::1.:- Sy ]“'1‘"}‘ :]lm"‘;; ‘l"l.ivj.x'xt weeks resulted in bringing before the | Mmember of S 2 (‘
Personality of the Speaker. ot iha oligmber, | o : . ; House the 4"1.“”.‘"‘{"“_“:" sed Bristow ¥o- “‘f"s'.‘“f‘,’fu . : "m»,gt.n\,,,.‘:nfr,p,?
J port of “Charges Concerning Members. three weeks ag thl peech
In view of the negative course which Two Hoosiers Become Prominent. For a week after that report came | ploring the decads of = power and
Con ss has pursued there has not been Two- Indiana men have come into|in to the House, thére was merry war, | Influence of the House; he emphasized
great opportunity afforded for individual | prominence during the session. One is!or war which was, perhaps, not merry, | his reappearance within the halls of
members of the House, or at least any |the Hon. James A. He nway, chair-}at least, not so to Chairman Overstreet. | Congress still more strongly by an anti-
considerable number of them, to shine.|man of the Committee Appropria- | Members of his own party demandea | tariff speech, d: ar ;
Attentlon has quite mnaturally been|tjons, and the other is the H Jesse | an investigation in no uncertain terms, | Lhe controversy zell began.
chie directed, so far as the person-|Overstreet, cLairman of the Committee | and joined with their political oppo- Mr““U"i\'l»:li!‘_‘l\\lt ‘;“ ';E‘ .;“"l!i?ji‘“’hl”E
nel of the membership 1s u-lzp'rl‘.wl. tojon Postoffices and Post Road When | nents in denunciation of certain Peost- ll."',m.l,fd:.:ll'Y}Li:: (A!.;.”{-,.‘:f.,m}]:E:\,‘]g ':,‘n'\(.
| two men, who, by reason of the con-|Mr. Cannon, who had beenr chairman of | office Department officials. Mr. Over- | who can cope with him as an oraicr:
spicuous positions which they occupied|the Committee on Appropria s, was | street stood firm, and finally won his | no one who can equal in ewoquence;
have had more to do and more to say|elevated to the Speakership, the r ng | point—that there should be no investi- | n0 one who lly attack him
| than the ers. These are the Speak-|member of that committee was pre- | gation, at least none which showd |V bate. : dehate of the 868~
{ er and Re presentative hn Sharp Wil-1sentative Harry Bingham of Pennsylva-| go beyond an investigation of the e e ‘“rj Littleficld
’ - 2 g B of Maine . W ms of Maine,
llams, the minority leader ynia, the *“father of the House Mr. | conneection of members of Congress and that, too, was notable discussion,
For more than a quarter of a century | Hemenway was left the second member, | with  the Postoffice Department. | both being heavyweights in the arena of
“Uncle Joe” Cannon served in the|Mr. Bingham, in order to avoid the re-]This brought out the McCall res- political discussion, | “




