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SYNOPSIS or PRTCCDING CHAPTKR

beautiful spice of Baaktr Xelroae from
her cruel stepfather Max a

young Atftaricsn mtmi unparalleled melo-
dramatic erattoe from MOOCM
aeema at hand teal he has Teresa in Hw care
she demanda to to her home Harvey
then rmetiM Banker Mehwc ffom brndito
kills about twenty met While xetee UM

with Beaker be that Terew
i to be married to an susu lam Luis When
almost at tlr domination Mr MelroM b
routes ill Hatter that Ilk
friend Martin is troacfaerotM and betray
him HP Srnortta Tereaa She area

J tap to Harvey

CHAPTER XXm Continued
Had I been a little inorw frank I

might ppesiWy have saved myself many-
a heartache and trouble yea my
plans would have been materially
changed I had believed Martin and
he wo will give him the charity of not
being himself for what win a man
not do for love X do not him any
mallc nor can f censUN him for being
In love with so fair a woman as the

turned to the rnookiag tfrOs whla
some little nothings to them and

then quickly and aa 1C ncflna under a
nudd n impulse pave-
ment to resume again be the
bedsld of her undo

CHAPTER XXIV

Dangers Threaten
The next morning when I went to my

room for a abort nap after
with Mr Melrose all night I found a
note on my table It was brief saying
merely that I was to be fad and
that the writer as a friend wished to
warn me so that I could make my
escape It was wrttten In very pool
Spanish nd was signet anonymously

I was a loa to know could
have it I inquired 6f the serr
ants if any one lard beds at the hot
to see me There had bewt no one nor
had they seen any one ettter My room

It occurred to me that Martin might
have written the note He did not
to the hotel that morning so later In
the day I went out to nn Nlm showed
him the note and asked trim If be had
any Idea who wrote It

I thought I saw his cottttienanee
change but he denied any knowledge of
the note although if he had WrIt
I could not imagine way ae should wish
to deny the fact

It have been the senorita he
suggested

She would haw found opportunity
to speak to me I replied

Welt I dont know he amid peev-
ishly You will leave hers will you
not No doubt tt was written by some-
one who krrtiws what is and wishes
to befriend you

I do not know what I shall do I
replied-

It is not likely that any one would
have written the note unless he knew
that you were to be arrested he ar
gued I dont suppose I could get yOG-

a patwport but I might try Youd bet-
ter go without one YouU be Just as
safe he continued in a way which
seemed to intimate that he would like
to have me so t

have not asked you to procure me-

a passport I replied somewhat pro-

voked believing that it was for hte
own safety that he wished me to leave
the country Whet Is more I con-

tinued I dont intend to ask any fa-

vors of you Ill go or sfay met as it
pleases me to do

You can do that or whatever else
you like for all I care he retorted
sullenly It is not likely that you can
long escape arrest Probably Dan Luis
informed on you

Don Luis did not Inform on me I
answered quickly

I had thought the matter over
tills and had arrived at the con-

clusion that Don Lute would not wit
the pate be played In the affair en the

to come to light For that

and so as it each of us feared
the other for the information he pos-

sessed Besides it was a personal
matter between us and 1 believed Don
Lute desired a meeting

You can believe what you please
Martin answered You aetaed me
about the letter and I only gave you
my ojtliiloiu

Before I could say anything more he
had turned and left me

Soon after when I bad returned to
the hotel I met the senorita and asked
her Moot the note though I bad been
confident all the time that she knew
nothing about It

A note she asked showing some
surprise

Yes one which ws left in my

roomNo senor I would not write
to a gentleman who had not

to me she replied with assumed
gravity and then with a little laugh
Quickly turned and left me

flne was very charming Her way
of pleased me very
so that I felt quite happy all
the rest of the day in spite of the omi-
nous warning of trouble I had received
I afterward found her in Mr KeuxMei
room and spent a pleasant hour there

I said nothing more about the
and was Inclined to disregard it

what she had said about La
Puebla being a safe place for us Later
In the day however I thought it might
be well for me to see fleet Cortlnia It
there a probability that I would
be arrested he night know of the tact
At his advice would be worth
heeding

Don Corttata lived te the Calle de
Memderes but hawing never been

I experlesteed some difficulty
In flr i it It would seem that the
rich aud poor ht sueh near neigh
horh td that the entrance to what ap
I to be a poor mans shop led

th rich mans psJeee or rather
palace was over the shop-

I went by the door twtoe before I
discovered the house for which I was
lookitiK I found Don CorUnia at
and mowed hint the note I had received

I should say that it was undoubtedly
meant as a warning h said Though
may be welt for you to hood It

But why should I be arrested I
asked

Senor asks strange questions he
with a smile Why should senor

not be arrested
I Mnderstood hint and made ae reply-
I do net say whet you should do he

continued but I would advise you to
leave city for the tIMe be There
are many here who to put It mildly

favorable to Americans You mil
find the rabble at your hol some day
when yuu walk along the streets

j
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chaste In political affairs may come
We cannot say that the Liberate will
not be successful They have the sup-
port of a large public sentiment and
the tide may suddenly turn to their

We have had many changes in
Mexico and today we cannot predict
with confidence who win be in authority
tomorrow

You have nothing to expect from Don

power possibly a fugitive with friends
and Influence gone If you ally yourself
with the party which Is to come into
power you are In a position to ask
favors

The Teresa by rights should
come lIMo the possession of considerable
property There Is a possibility that
you may be able to help her gain pos-

session of her inheritance You would
be entitled to substantial recompense
for your services

I ask nothing I replied Her for-
tune can m no way concern me

I know no reason why It should not
I had told myself that I was net mer

did not want mosey But yet
had felt that it was a misfortune to

be poor The senoritas money seemed

which separated us Not having a
of my own I had wished more than j

once that she was penniless Ube my

Then I would have dolled tin LuisJ
would have plead my love and she
would have understood that I wanted
her for her own
not influenced by selllsh or avaricious
motives I

out a band to grasp at her fortune
caused the blood to mount to my face

For the moment it Teemed to me that
I would go away to escape this new
temptation or the appearance of being a

not wish to die

abruptly
I had some training as a sol-

dier I said Ivh v eves thought of
casting my forturi iujss with the
Liberate

I hesitated but there was no reason
why I should conceal my plane from
Don CorUnta I knew him to be a
Liberal la spirit If not avowedly one
lie must of neoeestty have knows my
preference

1 do not advfte you to o this he
leplted Use your own Judgment
There is an

in Mexico
Will I be able to the Ue T I

asked I
who can procure me on

You have one friend he replied I
think that I can arrange for your sate
conduct

there wluV a certain lire
which I did nut tall te Mjr re-

solve to join the liberals Ceased hint
When do you wish to starcr he in-

quired
Tomorrow morning The sooner the

better probably
You may expeot to receive a

It wilt be to you at your
hotel

I thanked him but he would not hear
to it that he was doing me a service
My call was prolonged somewhat sari
when I was about to leave him he

foe me He left the Mttreosuned

an evi-
dence of my regard for you he saM
handing me the It was made
for service but I have no use for it
You may find a use for I give you
no injunctions as to what use you shall
make of it If you draw it for Mexican
liberty very welL I know that you
will not unsheath It except in what
you believe to be a Just and righteous
cause Yet being a gentleman should
you receive a personal affront I would
not counsel you not to draw to uphold
your own honor

My surprise had only been equaled
by pleasure at receiving the gift
I thanked him I could It was
a flne sword and one which any officer
might have been proud to wear

As he Mid I did afterward find wee
for it I wore it as an officer in the
Liberal army But at the time I expect
ed nothing better than tae ranke I

somewhat at the strangeness of
the gift for he had gives it to me ex-
pecting that I was to enter service
against the party of which he was pro-
fessedly an adherent

Afterward I was Inclined to believe
that there was a stroke of policy In
what he did and to She him credit for
being a man of foresight and for dis-
cerning the signs of the times seeing
victory for the reform government
though alas off

My last day at La PueMa was destined
to be the happiest of my stay in the
city It was marred only by the thought
that I was o soon to go away Once
more I was to be an adventurer but this
time I was to P forth as a soldier of
fortune to otter my services to Presi-
dent Juarez and to Join the Liberal
army

During my stay at the capital I had
been anxious to enlist Yet now for
all my military training and love o ad
venture at the time approached when I
was to leave I was loath to go A
vague dread seemed to haunt me und I
might have changed my playa at the
last moment could I have done so wtn
good grace

I knew that even amid the turmoil of
war I could not forget that I had met a
good woman and had failed to win her
love I tried to convince myself that
the senorita was nothing to me and that
I would be better off away from her for
it was hard for me to think of parting
with her probably never to see her
again It was like going into exile be
fug banished from seemed to
overpower sari bear me down and to
take all my spirit away

A lingering hope still held possession
of me I almost looked for some chance
good fortune which might give me faith
to believe that my love was not home
lets Yet what did hapen at the last
moment rather seemed to show me

promise for the future
Per a full hour that last evening the

senorita sat by my side on the bench
under the gallery She had never done
this before only the one time she had
spoken to me for a few minutes when
she float came to the hotel and then our
conversation had been very formal

Tonight we seemed to make each
others acquaintance for the Art
Not even the duenna was there and the
Irrevocable law of social custom which
dictates that no young lady situ peak
alone with a young gentleman was

It was surprising how many
things we found to talk about h
had spent a numth one summer amen

Carlos But Don Carlos may be out or
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the Berkshire hills near my old home
and had been up the Hudson and at
Poughkeepsle We had many notes to
compare and comments about
places where we had been and things
we had sees

Some day I am pine back there it
may be quite soon she exclaimed
after speaking enthusiastically of places
she remembered with pleasure If you
do not go with us you will at least come
and see me will you not

Yes to be sure I faltered
So much might happen in the mean

time and at this time so uncertain did
the future seem to me that tt wcmed
almost improbable that we should meet
again for a long time possibly never
Yet somehow the senorita tad become
so much a part of my life that I could
not believe we would not meet again

I had not spoken to her of my plan
or yea told her that I was swing away
I had intended to do so but did not
like to break Into the pleasure of our
little talk or even to think that I was

to leave La Pueblo and so I de-
layed speaking about it

Of course you will come to see my
uncle she exclaimed And rf I am

She looked into my face with a halt
pleading halfcoquettish expression on
her face which caused my heart to

could hardly
I would go to the farthest

of the earth if I thought T should find
you there to welcome me I answered

That would be very kind of you
the said But I would not go so tar as

I have come all the way to Mex-
ico to Had you I said and all the
difficulties I have met with are roth
lag as to the treasure I have found

You are very compHmetnary senor
I think you sitter as do the Spanish
Dung men

No I replied quickly I speak the
truth I speak from my heart

We risen and m some way I lad
taken her hard

I hope that we may become better
acquainted she said Until tonight
you lure been so reserved

Hare IT I asked absentmindedly
still hotdtng fee hand and trying to
colect my sea tterta wits

She did not reply and Awaited try
lug to say omethlng I knew how
to say I wanted to tell her tnaA 1
loved her that she was more than all
the rest ef the world to me Unit I was
going sway that we migni saver meetagain but that I wished her re-
member me at least as a friend

Why I did not tell her this God
only knows It might have been betterfor me had I found my courage While
I rjsttated I trot my opportuny A
etk ea impulse probably could Rot
have explained It aecseK caused her to

away front
I am staying hfete f sfttt

said
Goodby I
Sly uncle will wonder whal has de

tamed me she explained
She looked up into my face sadsmiled

gone
I eW not see her again she retiredto her own room shortly after she left

meters she

rwaa gomg
though I had la tended saying somethingabout It

As she was to marry another whatwas it to her that I loved her Andwhy should I speak of myself I had
confessed too much to her when wewere together on the gallery She musthave known what was on my mind
and as I believed when I thought the
matter over afterwards left me to

my speaking
No I decided I would go without see

lug her again for it would be easier to-
go that way Although I afterward re-
gretted that I went as I did yet at the
time I persuaded myself that it was
best I knew that any parting between
us must be attended with some em
barrassment on my part

So my mission as a knight errant
ended But though I felt that I had
been successful in accomplishing all 1
had set out to do the outcome to me
brought only pain and sadness I might
have asked myself what more I had to
expect than the success I had already
a1eved but my answer would have
beet unsatisfactory A man is not born
without passion or without capacity
for love and it would have been no
answer to say that my
was of my own finding

There appeared not even an excuse
for staving longer at La PueWa while
there were very good reasons why I

go away
My arrest should It occur would in-

volve Mr Melrose in new difficulties
possibly subject him also to arrest If
I left the city It was probable that noth-
ing would be done and h j would
be unmolested But though I went vol
nntarlly I regret to say that I went
with some bitterness in my heart that I
was to be made the scapegoat to bear
all the ignominy of an affair in which
others were to reap the benefits

And yet I did not wish to stay and
see the senorita married to Don Luis
It was beet that I break away and seek
in action in excitement and In the strife
of war to forget the past

During the few days we had been at
La Puebia she had been constantly in
my mind I had spent hours thinking of
her oftentimes when I was a silent
watcher by her uncles bedside during
the long vigils of th night

The mertal strain as well as want of
sleep had told on me I was not myself
but a shattered remnant of myself ner
roux and iale The doctor wished to
prescribe for me but I recoiled at the
very suggestion of taking his pills He
might keep his physic for it would not
cure such maladies as mine It would
take time and the diverting of my mind
to other thoughts to cure my sickness

It was not likely to prove fatal I
laughed when the thought occurred to-
me though having been in good health
the disease seemed to have obtained a

hold and I might be stow to

As I dared not meet Mr Meirose and
encounter his searching eyes I left a
note for him stating that circumstances
made it necessary for me to leave the
city and asking him to let nothing on
my account give him any uneasiness
or interfere with the arrangement of his
plans I also stated that I had set
tied with the men I hired and left no
debts that Pedro would with me
and that it was probable that I wouldreturn I thanked him for his kindness
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I did not forget to mention Miss
and signified my regard for her

and my Interest In her welfare I
the note so that It would be received
In the morning attar my departure

Martin had been around to see me that
night or rather had been at the hotel
and I told him that I was going away
in the nrornlng He expressed some re-

gret that I was obliged to leave assured
me of his friendship and wisher me

I did not know how far front heart-
felt his kind words sad well wishes
were or that he was even then plotting
against me and had come as a spy
that he might betray me into the hands
of those who were my enemies I
might have a victim of hit
treachery and never have lived
this account of my adventure but for
a mere accident or stroke of good

as I might call it which saved me
It was not yet daylight when accom

parted by Pedro whom I would not
have taken with me but that he begged
earnestly to be permitted to go I rode
away from the hotel When we passes
through the gate the first rosy tints of
daylight were to be seen on the eastern
hortaon

It was very still this early In the
morning end we met but few persons
MV heed was hearyI had slept none
that nightand I rode silently along
with no desire to talk It was as if I
were leaving home country friends
and all that was dear to me and was
going out of the city an oxlle

It Is early senor observed Pedro
with a yawn

Yes I answered
Senor is going to make a long ride

he inauired
No we will not I explained

We will get well on our way before
the heat of the day

Hot very hot down at Vera Cruz
he said as if talking to himself

swung his feet out of the stirrups
and leaned over his horses neck I
noticed this his careless attitude but
further than that my thoughts were
elsewhere

We are going to have company very
soon senor he remarked after a little

What I asked rousing myself
There are acme men waiting for us

be explained
The gray of the morning was fading

and we could now see some distance
ahem of us By the aide of
possibly a hundred or so in ad-
vance of us were three horsemen rest-
Ing on their arms and barring the way
I had not noticed them until Pedro
spoke for as I have said my thoughts
were not of the road

Long familiarity with the country and
the dangers of travel had accustomed
Pedro to watch for danger I ought
to have been on my guard for there
were always the bandits liable to

at any time and place who
pJl d Uielr regular vocation of robbing
travelers whenever opportunity offered

For some one to be stopped on the
public highway was an everyday oc-
currence and the Mexicans had be-
come so accustomed to being robbed that
they thought nothing of it but traveled
with few valuables and thought them-
selves fortunate when their loss was
small

That these fellows met at this time
were robbers naturally my first
thought rye r I noticed that they wore
the regulation trsftjter I
WAS not at all eertain that they wore
bandits If they were I did not pro-
pose to let them rob me with impunity

I made sure that my pistols were
loose in their holsters for the fellows
whoever were were well armed
and evidently were not going to let tw
pees unmolested

We were almost upon them when I
recognised the leader It Don Lute
Setng hUn was a surprise to me but
I was Instantly prepared to defend my
selfWe meet again it seems Senor Har-
vey he cried

CHAPTER XXV

The Meeting on the Road

Jut exactly what occurred was never
quite clear to my mind Pedro was a
little back of me and to ray left The
men who were with Don Luis were one
on either sid of him

Almost at the very moment he spoke
there was a sharp report close to my
ear the nearest trooper fell from hte
sadlde and his horse taking fright

and plunged against mine My pistol
waa prematurly discharged t e bullet
striking Don Luis crippling him
and causing him to fall

In gaining control of my beast I lost
my pistol Seeing the other fellow snap
his weapon at me I drew my sword
and charged at him with such fearless-
ness that he turned put spurs te his
horse and was on at full speed

By this time Don Luis gained
his feet Turing my horse loose I
ed town the saddle and met to
face

He had drawn and stood on his guard
as coolly as It the matter had been pre
arranged but there war that in his
eye which told me that he was ready
to spring upon me His composure was
only externalthe result of his military
training

It had all happened au Instant It
was somewhat strange that we two
rivals who had a deep hatred for each
other should be permitted to settle our
difficulties single handed

One of his men had been killed and
the other put to flight My own man
had drawn away

It never crossed my mind that there
could be any alternative but that one of-
us must die Yet I was not afraid I
was indifferent

I would not have sought the meeting
neither would I have avoided it had I
been able to do so I remembered af
terwrrd that I calmly weighed the pos
sibtlitlee of success and thought It for
tunate that we were both dismounts
and could fight to a finish

I recalled too what I had heard of
his reputation as a swordsman I was
glad that I was to have a foe worthy
of my blade-

I thanked my good fortune that I had
a sword and knew how to use it I
smiled as I remembered that it wa
Don CorUnia who bad given It to me
He little thought to what purpose I
would first use It I would kill Don
Lus This became the uppermost
thought in my mind-

I had the courage of indifference yet-
I was keenly alive to alt that was to
take place I was cool very cool Not a
quaver of fear unsteadied my arm I
only waited for the attack for my op
ponent to begin the engagement fairly
exulting at my own nrowea

I had not lout to w It mad-
dened with rage and hate and fuVious
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at having had one of his men killed
and the other put to flight Don Lute
sprang forward his sword raised think-
ing it would seem to end the affair
with one fen stroke

It was a savage but I parried
our steels ringing out Blear in the
morning air and then he dfeengaged
and stepped back for a moment

I had been taught by my fencing mas
ter white at school to calculate my
opponents physical and intellectual
strength at the flrst move so as to be
able to Judge of his acuteness and mode
of action This was in order to decide
whether he be a man of serve or It
likely to be intimidated or become con

ao that advantage might
of his weak points

natural parry and by his attitude and
aspect what his forte was If lie
probably rush in trusting to strength
end audacity er contest warily relying
upon skillful

It was clear to me that my adjgfsary
preferred tile blaue and would cut and
slash alter the manner of cavalry

At this I couKl wear out
I myself preferred the point the

manner in which I had been tenant to
use the sword but Kept merely on
defense nd attempted no a
movements

He his word as high as Us
head brought it down in an attempt to
beat down my guard I was water-
ing hint closely Finally I caught Ms
eye and held his gaze

It seemed to unnerve him to meet my
cold stare in which he could fled
fear At times he partially lost
of his weapon

He had mistaken his foe He had to
for once in his life with a man of

hte equal-
I saw his count KNaaee change There

was k look of determination in
place of audacity and contempt and his
blows became less viciously and more
skillfully directed

Again he disengaged and I wasted
The advantage so tar had been on my
side I could see that he was tiring He
brtjted hard

Having been unable to strike my blade
down he now tried a thrust
darting quickly back and forth and
making to throw me oft ray guard
but at this he showed very BMfct skill I
stood my ground and let nfca him-
self out

AM the old cunning I had bee taught
by my fencing master the Preach tu-
tor cents back to tae I was playing
with my adversary

I hesitated shunt ending the affair I
could see fear in his eyes I knew that-
I had him at my mercy Why I did not
strike the fatal blow I do not know It
might have been better had J done so
but somehow I could not kill him

Two or three times I held pricked
him and had then drawn back I saw
the blood stain his handsome uniform
I saw the pallor of his fan I heard
his labored breathing and yet I held
oft

He fought like a brave men Agate
when almost beaten out he rallied and
with a swift lunge forward struck a
blow which must have done for me had
I not been well covered

Then he lost his nerve IIi eyes wan
dared his grasp on his weapon became
lax and to put an end to the affair
with a welldirected blow I disarmed
him sending his sword flying to the
ground

J

He stood there waiting for
strike My point was flrw but as be-
fore when I had Lint in my I
could stet kill him

Go I cued take yourself sack to
the senorita and ten her that Max-
well Harvey spared your life

Kill me you have me disarmed he
replied with bitter scorn

Go I repeated I spare your life
Go but if you ever crow my path again
I will kill you I will kill you andgrind you under the heel of my boot

Pedro had secured my horse and It
wa standing near Quickly sheathing
my sword with a single bound I was
in the saddle again and had turned Into
the road

Pedro kept at my side and we leftDon Luis standing by the roadside starleg after us We had gone fifty yards
perhaps when Pedro who had turnedto his saddle to beck cried to me

Crouch low bend down senor
I past my head
I Ha ha I laughed nervously a

will make it ea-
If we ever meet again

It p
was a mean trick you vhowkl

have killed himyoH had hint dis-
armed exclaimed Pedro all In onebreadth

I could not I replied it seemedlike murder
He would have killed you be saidI know vH enough that he wouldhave killed he would have shotme from behind my hack had Iris aimbetter I had not thought of irisdoing that I did not believe he wouldstoop so low

But I was not sorry that I had sparedhis life My conscience was cleatHonor at least had been satisfied and
1 felt that my triumph was more complete permitting him to go indebted

for lite lire than it would have beenhad I left his body by th roadside
Had I killed him would not senoritassympathies have been with the slain

and would she not have hated and de-
spised me for what I had done I be

she would

CHAPTER XXVI

An Interview Witk the President
As the morning advanced the coostry awoke to life We saw laborers

working in the fields and met mule-
teers driving donkeys den with fruit
and vegetables to the city

Everywhere as we went on we heard
of the army and the war Two red
road the day before We overtook a
company of cavalry MKZ rode with them
for distance

the most of the way to the coast
we were within sight of detachments of
the army no we traveled as it were
with the army

The country was swarming with guer-
rilla hands so we were told They con-
stantly harassed the army and at dif-
ferent times we heard firing

They lay hi hiding behind rocks and
tress only the crack of their ties and
the missive of death sent to find Its un-
fortunate mark telling where they
were It wets Impossible to follow them
or attempt their capture as taer oowid
not be reached in the fastnesses ef the
mountains
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decree granting amnesty to all who
would retire to leave peaceably

I had feared the guerrillas less than
the officers of the Conservative fugues
with whom I must come in contact bat
my passport served to satisfy all la

although in the towns w suf-
fered some little annoyance from being
questioned bar the we met r-

garding our lMss e s sast we were
At last I hit ofKMt nfWRy expedi

ent of replying m Engitsk is such
As my answers wee generally

unintelligible to my questioners they
would turn away from me In

disgust Pedro however would some-
times explain that I waa an Bmrttehman
and a surgeon Tithe answer though not
true they would sties accept

We proceeded the first day as far as
Porote a distance of eighty going
on to Jalapa the next day thirtyfive
mitts and reached Vera CTUR on the
third day

A few miles out from Vera Crux we
had managed to draw away front the
troops net then rode boldly into the
besieged city

Of course we were challenged hot we
immediately gore ourselves up and were
placed uuder guard after drat being
searched and relieved of out Af-

terward as the account we pave of
ourselves appeared plausible at my re
quest I was permitted to see the

consul
I found thus official an obliging

He promised to make it
to see the

He would
A couple of soldiers had acotapanled
me to the American consulate and that
night I was x kept under guard but my
treatment was most courteous

I gathered from what I saw and a
chance word now and then which I
overheard that every precaution was
being taken to guard against surprises
sari that active preparations were being
made to withstand the slice

There was little fear that the city
would be blockaded by water Neither
side had ships enough to carry on much
of a navel warfare or to make the
blockade of any port effective It was
mysteriously intimated to me though
that something was going to happen by
seaSomething

did happen true enough
The captain of a United States warship
in the harbor preve a valuable any to
the Liberate though under what print
to Interfere is not quite dear

While waiting at the palace the next
day where I was to have an audience
with the President I made the ac-
quaintance of one of the guard an
American James Moore He came for
waif and sprite to me whet he saw
that 1 was one of his own countrymen

You have come te offer W serv-
ices m behalf of govern-
ment In Mexico lave your he said

I replied that I had that I had been
promised a personal interview with
President atmres and that I hoped hatI mighf at least be permitted to enlistas a private

You have service he asked
No I replied though I have had

some military training
I thought so Tot can depend upon

It you will receive something better
than the ranks From wfcat I have
heard this between us you will receive
a commission There are a number of
Americans in the army They make

pfHcejca ibey are gppd fighterns
cool in action and newer love their
heads One Yankee te worth a doses
Mexicans In a tat encounter

An orderly informed me that the Pres-
ident would see me I waa shown lute
a room where were gathered a number
of officers The President was writing
at a table Aa officer introduced me

Senor Harrey said the President
laying down his pen you have to
offer your services for Mexican liberty
I am informed

I have your excellency I replied
bowing I trust that my services may-
be accepted

They certainly win be he said
You have bees well spoken ef and

commended to Me in the highest term
It surprised me for I was an entire

stranger m the city aad bcwsrM no
letters

In some way probably through secret
emissaries it appeared that ne had been
advised concerning me It might have
been that Don Cortlnia had Mtst htm
word This seemed to be the only rea-
sonable explanation I could arrive at
I was about to reply when some oae
spoke to the President

While waiting I had a good ovporUmlty
of observing this remarkable man who
though a full blooded Indian command
ed the admiration and respect of many
of the first men of the Republic He
was square built a little under medium

had a large mOuth and the
piercing black eyes of life race I noticed
that a large sear extended across hte
face but not so as to noticeably dis-

figure him
He had a frank kind countenance and

a pleasing and congenial way of talk
leg He appeared to be rather
communicative than reserved Be
none of the haughtiness of the Spanish
race

As if nothing had interrupted kilns he
again continued

I have he said speaking quietly
and with deliberation under advice
of the American consul consented to
receive aid front American volunteers
They have proven good soldiers so tat
and I appreciate the service they are
rendering us

An officer brought In a message and
handing it to the President waited with
folded for hint to read It

This is important said the Presi-
dent handing the dispatch to another
officer We must strengthen our
guard at the threatened prints

Turning to the table he wrote an
order and handed It to the officer who
bad brought the dispatch As the ottoer
departed he again turned to me

You will be advised very soon as
to what regiment you win be assigned
he said bowing to signify that our
interview was at an end

I thanked hers and thou withssew
One of the officers accompanied me

CHAPTER XXVH

A SeWier f Fectwne
As Moore had said it was something

better tor me than the ranks I sate
ed service as captain But It was with
some trepidation that I met the men of
my company for the flat time for I
knew not how I would be received

But I had no SUM to complain I
was welcomed among them and soon
teamed that American officers were re-
spsat because as a rule tkj were
brave mitt Intelligent sad did sot
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shrink from themselves where
they would have their men go

My senior officer gave me some good
adviee which assisted m materially
Still soldiering in service was new busl

For several days all that was required-
of me was garrison dutydrilling my
company ad placing the guard Then
as If to Initiate me into the business of
a soMtor and to give me an opportun-
ity of showing my metal my company
was sent out to cut oft a supply train
destined for the besiegers

It was a hard all one night over
sand and through thickets of chaparral
a sharp skirmish in the early morning
In which we routed the enemy though
with the loss of three men killed and a
down wounded and then hasty re-
treat having successfully accomplished
the work we had set out to

the meantime during our absence
neither side has been idle and we
found considerable difficulty in getting
through the lines back to the dry
Trenches had been ring and picket lines
established We did not escape being
fired upon but fortunately none of our
men was hit

Inside the fortifications more active
reparations for defense were being
made than at any time before It was
generally believed that a decisive en-
gagement would probably be fought

Some thought that a systematic attempt would be made to destroy the
fortifications The guard at the bnstlon
and redans had been strengthened the
garrison at both Fort Conception and
Fort Santiago increased while the gun-
ners were ready almost at the very
guns and everywhere along the Ine of
the fortifications preparations were go-
ing on to withstand the expected at-
tack

It was known that General Marlan
had sailed from Havana with orders to
attack the city from the water In the
afternoon of the day on which we got
back which was on the sixth day of
March the ships of General Miramon
and the Marquez de la Habana were
sighted

Worn out from their long ride and
from the fighting tIN day before my
own company had been relieved fromduty but I had not thought of rest or
sleep for myself

From the parapet of tie fort I wachetl
the ships from the time they first ap-
peared in the offing I saw them sig
naled and saw also that the signals
were disregarded They kept on holding
to their course as steadily as if it had
been a time of peas and no hostilegnus frowned upon them

Their puzzled me I
momentarily to see flashes of light and
to hear the hoarse roar of the c anno a
of Saw Juan but xhe guns were silent
There was show of activity on-
board tIe vessels but I was unable to

whether or i t they were cleared for
action

While I was waiting to almost breath-
less suspense for the beginning of the
engagement which seemed almost inev-
itable I felt a hand upon my shoulder
and look around saw Moore standing by
me

You expected to see those steamers
fired upon he asKed a grim smile upon
his face

Yea why not They belong to the
enemy and are here with hostile de-
signs

You will see a while
Theyexpect to have the cooperation

ol to Spanish warships I exclaimed
with sodden inspiration as I saw they
were making directly toward where the
Spaniards were anchored

Possibly replied Moore But the
Spanish commander dare not give them
any assistance If It does there te the
Saratoga By the time her captain gat
through with them there would not be
enough left of those Spanish hulks to
get as far as Havana-

I looked where he had pointed Before
he bad called my attention to the ship I
had attached no significance to the fact
that the United States warship Saratoga
lay the bay directly before my ey s
I fete a thrill of pride as 1 noticed the
Stars and Stripes waving from her
masthead and I seemed to feel the blood
course through my veins as my heart
beat quick and hard

For the lime thinking of my own
country I gave no thought to the ships
1 had been watching When 1 looked
ogam they had come to anchor near the
Spanish vessel and the very
guns of the fortress San Juan de Ulloa

What Is it asked Moore as he no-
ticed my abstraction

Nothing much I replied only the
old flag the Stan and Stripes It does
ones soot good to see it And did it
ever occur to you that righting toy Mex-
ican liberty would be a different thing
were tt our own country we were fight
tog for

I cannot say that I ever save the
matter much thought he replied
though at times I have had a bomeskk

feeling You see I have followed war
as a business I do not care very much
for anything any more Yet I guess that
rots are right It would be a different
thing fighting for own country

This te not my quarrel when are
lighting for interests me very little its
outcome can make little difference with
me but I have never shrunk from any
duty totposed upon me There te very
little pay and not much honor In the
business for me I may yet lore my
house to bleach on the sand or occupy-
a trench with the unknown sad who
will care or remember afterward that
there trig ever such a fellow as Jim
Mower

I could not answer hint and so re-
mained silent

Maine he continued it te not likely
that I will ever see them again te ttis
world It may be they have gone long
since But I have a brother and a sla-
ter who are probably living If I should
not go back yon know how It Is its
an uncertain business Fm in Id hind
o like to have you take a message for
me Tell them I was straight and all
tight and died doing my duty It would
be no an they might like to heat
tt for I was a reckless fellow and
pie didnt expect any good of me su i-

Id land in Jan
We will go beck together I

choking down my emotion
Tve got a father and a mother and
sisters too whod be glad to see me

But I shall teat go he replied with
a touch of pathos voice Its
my luck You see I was born that way

unfortunate I needed Just a little en-

couragement to make a man of myself
but somehow every time I tried to do
anything luck knocked me down

into my fact It may you a
book them to the States you

think a food deal of I hone I a not of
fending Alar
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