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Mutinies OrtAmerica

Marine Has
Many DeSDerate

Revolts
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while the latter was at Rio Janeiro for
quarreling drunk but full uniform
with a British officer

His father got him another
rnent For his sake people were willing
to bear with his boy Mr Spencers son
must be given another chance and in
1842 he was shipped as midshipman on
the brig Somers in spite of the remon
strances of Capt Alexander McKenzie
who already had all the midshipmen he
was entitled to and did not relish an
other of Philip Spencers character

capturing the schooner arid the money as they arc ashore But they are not otIn all good faith Captain Hackett ac the murderous or piratical order MU
cepted John Williams Francis Fred lions of dollam In gold are carried
erick John P Rog Nils Peterson John tween Europe and the United plates
SirJth and thee others known simply every Frequently cargo
as Stromer and Raineaux first valuable enough to

f
enrich the entire

names not ildsm because they were crew of the vessel carr It for life
manifestly able seamen Frederick was and fifteen or twenty determined
even taken as a passenger working his guards the tyjte of pirate irjati
passage since the crew was already full acer could easily caphire such a ship
without him Stromer ws a man of and make off But
such superior mental capacity that the of such rascals WilL ever under mp ibrn
wise said afterward that Hackett conditions band themselves on
should hav known that such a man ship for such an enterpriser
sailing before the mast must be During the last quarter of the nine
crooked stick teenth century however two remarka

With his promising assortment of cut ble mutinies occurred on American
throats the Platts burg sailed from Bait ships one in the name of Allah and
more July 1 1S16 Trouble began early other apparently in the name of
While anchored oft the capes Frederik devil It was in 1SS5 that Capt Robert
Yeiser the first mate ordered Juan K Clarke of the American ship FrankSmith to sweep the deck Smith N Thayer shipped at Manila two
about it a slouching fashion that Malay sailors from the island cf Snlu
Yeiser found fault with him Smith They were Mohammedans members
forced a fight and would have whipped of a fanatical girate clan of Sulu Who
the mate but for the timely arrival of regard it their rellif duty and the
the captain It was subsequently surest methods of winning their way to
ed that this quarrel was planned by the paradise to as many infidels as pos
mutineers in order to gain the sympathy sible At midnight of January 2 1SSS
of the crev ana make them more likely as the watches were being changed aridto fall in with the plot that had been the two mates were discussing thehatched weather the Malays approached them

Plot to Poison Officers complaining of illness As soon as they

a when they came to his cabin he was

badly cut the scuffs Eventually both
clean one he died managed to set fire toA da sc or two later the realoutbreak the and the crew was obliged to
came On the of Saturday July take to the boats in which man
31 Mate Yeiser fad the deck from S aged reach St Helena

such a thing happen to us
is at present playing

role of a terrible
The things that havehappened to her in the last two years

have roused nations not normally given
to introspectior to ask whether such
could happen in their well regulated
households The mutiny in the the BlackSea fleet is the climax at least it isto be hoped it is the Russiaswoes And it has aroused the powers to
serious selfcommunings as to the possi
bility of such an occurrence in their
navies

On the principle that what has been
can be their perturbation is not alto

without foundation Great Brit
particularly has some ugly mu

tinies to look back upon Uncle Sam is
fortunate he treats his jackJcs
better and realizes more thoroughly
that if he wants men behind his guns
he must treat them as men not as cat
tIe The navy Is necessarily an auto
cratic Institution But so far as con

with the spirit of tlitbrotherhood of man in this nation
was conceived Is allowed to penetrate

her battleships In her entire his
J there is not a single navalmutiny The socalled mutiny on the

Somers is the nearest approach to one
and that never came to a head It wasa deplorable affair a shadow of whatmight have been but it was nipped in
the bud And it had Its inception hot
in any ill treatment of the men not inany wrongs real or fancied not Inany genuine discontent on the part ofthe crew but simply in the undisci

in

appoint

Groups of seamen melted away at the
approach of an officer The crew be
came surly and so openly antagonistic
tpr the usual discipline of a ships roe
tine that he was forced to
So he arrested the three men Spencer
tried to treat the matter as a joke

McKenzie called a council of hIs ofil
cers and trey unanimously agreed aftera areful taking of from the
crew that they were in imminent danger
uf losing the ship and that the three
accused were clearly guilty They were
sentenced and the following day exe
cute d Spencer confessed and admitted

men
j

in such

It was perfectly successful and by
time the vessel reached the Azores itwas greed that the officers should be
poisoned and the crew seize the vessel
Stromer provided the poison but Will
iams vto was to put It in the coffee
overdid the thing and used so large

and ILiimberson the negro cook was
whipped for not keeping the coffeepot

oclock till midnisht when Second Mate
Stephen B Onion came on duty It was
so dark that he could see only a few
feet ahead He was horrified as he walk
ed forward to hear John Williams the
lookout cry Sail ho He ran forward
to the lee bow where Yeiser joined him
As the two officers leaned over the rail
peering Into the darkness trying to see
what was coming they were set upon
the mutineers and knocked down
clubs Yeiser was

be

aslngle

black

witKrJtorjrplcfc no s4qra
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got within reach however they stabbed
both the mates to death and then turn
ing on the crew which seems to have
been paralyzed with fear kille five of
them and wounded two more Captan
Clarke however had his wits about him
and
ready for them though unarmed He
drove them cut with his fists and was

in
the Malays were the last

ro
tf

Last Mutiny a Fizzle
What it is believed and hoped will

prove the final chapter in the history of
mutiny on American ships was written
as late as 1SS9 on the brigantine Natal
Peter F Eustrom captaIn The yes
sel was bound for Brisbane The mu

they took the ship they would eventually
be captured and Shed and really
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Navy Has Never Had
Serious Uprising

Its History
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plined mind of a spoiled child in
ungovernable waywardness of the bo
loved son of an honorable man who
died within a year or two brokenheart
ed at his boys shameful end and uncon
soled by the love and respect and sym
pathy of the entire nation

What Will Blood Tell
Philip Spencer should have been ashining example for those who believe

that blood will tell Instead he has
been used to point the moral of the
iconoclasts who are wont to repeat
But what will it tell
He was the grandson of Ambrose

Spencer one of the great jurists of theearly days of the Republic and of De
Witt Clinton the inventor His fatherwas John Canfleld Spencer of New
York gcholar lawyer and philanthro
pist and one of the early laborers In
the vineyard of pUblic education He
had served In Congress and became
Secretary of War under Tyler the most
esteemed member of Tylers officialfamily with the exception of Webster
zibo held over from the Harrison Cabi
et long enough to complete the Web

sterAshburtcn treaty
Naturally anything that Secretary

Spencer wanted within the power of
Government ilHcisls was his for the
asking He wit J a berth In the naval
service for ls Voy Philip his Benja
min the son of his old age hoping that
naval discipline would do for him what
parental discipline iad failed

He was a wild ooy Philip Spencer He
had been from Union College
for more than julfiiilent reason He had
run rtlgnfd on a New England
whaler and een from that ser
vice only by the use of all his familys
influence S Secretary Spencer got him
an appointment as midshipman He had

brief and Inglorious career serving
on the Potomac the John Adams
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Wanted to Be a Pirate
He had explained to one of his fel

officers on the John Adams that
idea of a career both pleasant and

was to run a vessel out
anything afloat with a crew

who would go to hell with me He
to have embarked on the Somers

a vIew to realizing this ideal She
was the fastest little vessel In Uncle

navy But unfortunately for
plan while the vessel an

his specifications the crew did
not It had no Idea of sailing to hell

a boy of his type And he strucksnag in the third man he approached
having corrupted Samuel Crom
a boatsmans maze and a sea
named Elfshii Small The snag

a seaman named Wales who was
as pursers steward and whom

Invited to come up in the shrouds
they could talk when the ves

stood about two days out from St
on her return voyage after

winter spent off the coast of
American merchantmen from

cruisers that were supposed to
the slave trade there

Spencer swore Wales to secrecy by
most blood curdling oaths and then

his plan for murdering a il the
and such of the crew as could

be counted on and seizing the ves
and turning pirate with her They

to drop on the rich merchantmen
those waters keep as much of the

as pleased them and burn the
In short Spencer proposed to

time back to the days of Kidd and
buccaneers

Captain Js Skeptical
Wales took tile story to the purser

passed along by way of a lieu
to the captain who simply did

believe It But if he would not be
his he had to believe his eyes

Small and Cromwell were
whispered conferences
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the justice of the nnding He even own
ed up to having planned In the same
way to seize the Potomac and the
Adams Small also confessed Crom
well maintained his Innocence but he
vas deeply implicated in the confessions
of the others that he was hanged with
them That night the three men were
burled at sea and within a week the
Somers was In port and the news had
reached Washington

JJf ic
Hanging Starts Controversy

A controversy which stirred the whole
country ensued Captain McKenzie was
ultimately In his course Mr
Spencer resigned from the Cabinet nomi

because he did not believe in the
Mexican war and retired into private
life a crushed broken man followed by
the sympathy of the entire nation With
in n year he died Within another
on its first cruise after the mutiny
haunted so the sailors said by three
ghosts twisting round and round as
they swung at the yard arm the Somers
went down In Cruz harbor And

n year after that Captain McKen
died at T

Such Is the story of the incipient
on the brig Somers the one

blot of its sort in the history of Uncle
Sams navy But that even had it suc

would not have been comparable
with what has taken place In Russia

The Somers carried 120 men
tot3 The modern battleship carries

nearly 1000 She was 228 tons burden and
for fourteen guns but only carried

ten of them and these were about as
as a childs toy pistol when

with guns carried by the
of this day and generation
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Mutinies in Merchant Marine
Unfortunately though the record of

Ameiican Navy is pretty clean that
the American merchant marine la
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not There are some torrible tales of
mutiny in Its annals The record of
them was written a year or two ago forMunseys Magazine by John R Spear
and isa story as gruesornely interesting
and much more realistic than any of
the pirate tales of the Spanish main

The first of these ii point of time is
the story of the schooner Eliza which
sailed from Philadelphia for St Thomas
under Captain Wheland In the last year
of the eighteenth century She carriedorly seven men all told three of them
fc relgners who subsequently claimed to
be Frenchmen though they shipped asJacob Baker Joseph Brous and Peter
Peterson none of them names of a
prcnouncedly Gallic flavor But one of
them held a commission as captain of aFrench privateer and on the strength
of it thc three when brought to trialtried to escape punshment pleading
that their seizure of the little vesselwas not mutiny but an act of war For
preying upon American commerce

practically no retaliation on thepart of the Government
The Eliza was four days out from the

Delaware capes when on September 12
1779 the mutiny broke out The threeforeigners found the mate asleep on thedeck they killed him with an ax and
threw his body overboard They went to
the captains cabin and finding him In
his berth stabbed and beat him till heought to have been dead But the can
tain was a man with no sense of fitness and he drove them off with a pair
of pistols They killed the supercargo
and the only American sailor on board
before it occurred to them that not one
of them kne enough of navigation to
sail the vessel So they offered to spare
the captains life if he would bring them
safe into port

Captain Wheland agreed knowing
well that they would kill him as soon aever they sighted land And he kept his

his own way For nine days
he sailed his shin without seeing a
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chance to regain control of her
he saw two of the men go down into
hold for a barrel of hams The third
at work on the deck near by Him
captain knocked down and
stunned Then he drew the cover
the hatchway imprisoning the two
the hold He tied his first man to a
bolt And thus thirteen days later
brought his men safe into port as
contract Of course the wind
him but even at that driving a
singlehanded for thirteen days was
childs play

It was French territory where he final
ly landed the little island of St Bar
tholomew But there was a
States i brig the Eagle
Campbell commanding in the harbor
and AVheland turned his prisoners
to him The act of war plea was
accepted and the men were hanged

JJ

Mutiny in Coinladen Snip
Next comes the mutiny of the Platts

burg the most remarkable In the his
tory of American commerce The Platts
burg was owned by Isaac McKIm
Baltimore one of he foremost Amer
ican merchants of his day and com
manded on this memorable cruise
Capt William Hackett The vessel
bound for Smyrna for a cargo of East
ern goods a polite euphemism
opium She carried a cargo of coffee
and American dollars J2QOO of the
in coin The crew was not signed until
after she was loaded and the
was done as quietly as possible for a
cargo of coin was in those days re
garded as scarcely less dangerous than
a cargo of dynamite today

Whoa Master William Hackett sought
his crew In the sailors resorts along the
water front he fondly imagined that the
nature of the cargo was unknown But
the fact that the vessel was to carry
coin had leaked out and some des
peradoes had conspired to ship as sea
men with the well defined purpose of
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thrown overboard
but Onion managed to escape and hid
himself in the bread locker

The captain corning on deck to find
out what the rw was about was knock
ed down and thrown overboard The
Supercargo followed the captain Onion
was spared to help them navigate the
ship Stromer taking coirmand They
were then about a day out from St
Marys but they turned north and sail
ed theIr stolen ship to an obscure port
in Norway There they got drunk and
instead of smuggling the coffee ashore
as they had planned the crew abandon
ed the vessel

Some of them went to Copenhagen
where they spent money so freely as
to arouse suspicion and when Onion
the second mate who had been impress
ed by the mutineers took Lamberson
the colored cook and told the whole
story to he American consul six of
the mutineers then in Cope thagen wore
arrested a seventh beln captured
Ciiristiansand These arrest should
have brought about the recovery of
21000 lout the men had betn ashore

for two weeks and they had but 5000
among them Four of them Rog Peter
son Williams and con
victed of murder and hanged A fifth
White was cleared on the ground that
he was forced into the mutiny and

and Lamberson were accepted as
witnesses The others escaped

The vessel had acquired such a bad
name In this affair that no decent crew
could be found to sail her so her owner
sold her at auction Eventually whcn
sailing as a merchantman under the
Spanish flag she was captured by the
United States sloop of war Cyane as
a slaver

i
Mutiny Going Out of Fashion

But mutiny Is fast going out of
Tfirhon Sc i strikes there are and there
probably will he increasing because
unionism has spread rrom land to sea
and organizations of seamen for mutual
crotcction are as common en board shio
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there was nothing on her worth taking
that is no rpphsy Air anything easily
convertible into money So what
they did for has never been explained

The ships carpo a seaman
named Toton were the leaders of theaffair They persuaded the steward andanother seaman Johanssen to join
them They were to take the ship atmidnight of course These arealways done at midnight To that endthey brained the captains son a boy of
nineteen who was serving as
mate with an ax as was washing hJa
face over a bucket of sea water They
threw his body overboard and went
his father whom they found asleep ena lounge in the cabin The carpenter
struck at him with his ax but tie blow
inflicted was not mortal Captain Eustrom rose to fight for his life and thesteward with a sheath knife an1 Jo f
hanssen with a capstan bar theattack

Toton meanwhile having fiiS d
shcts at the mate whom he foundasleep in his bunk arid believing thathe had killed him to help his
fellows in their fight with their wounded captain He droppe1 his revolver on
the way and the mrte who was notseriously hurt plcJc l It and wentto the captains rescue The mutineerswere driven from the crxbin and the two
officers locked themselves in and dress
ed one anothers w6iinds Then witha rifle and three revolvers they went
after their bold whi seem to
have tucked their talk theirlegs uil run for ijie ho hey were
starved out of that a fair andsurrendered Captain Siiatrom lined
them up on and the carpen
ter and sfToton the le iVrs in the affair
dead The oth rs vrce ared

Thus fizzled out ti iust mutiny on
board a vessel flying o American tug
That any Amelcan shouldever full into this h xi of mutineersas the Kniaz Pot Jli ittthe yKei
PobiendorostseSr tt r taa any
ican fleet should UVt jrevent Its falling Into th h ads it tntitinous jackles seenf fcey nsw the wliestrange of human obabilities The
American jacky is abp built titt way
nor does his treatireni TttJ iSt War
rant It And evcir rt io OlatM instances it Old he kJ v s tliat he can se
cure redress witi ui rr inj tiics sen
timent Of the viitirv P v n against h niThere remain always ve j f ll opr giEj
nals ready to v3toryta Jin iK
terested world vt
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