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Navy Has Never Had a
Serious Uprising in
Its History.

Merchant Marine Has
Had Many Desperate
Revolts.

OULD such a thing happen to us?
Russia is at present playing
the ungrateful role of a terrible
example. The things that have
happened tc her in the last two years
have roused nations not normally given
to introspectior. to ask whether
could happen in their well
households. The mutiny in the the Black
Sea fieet is the climax—at least, it
to be hoped it is the climax—of Russia’s
woes. And it has aroused the powers to
serious self-communings as to the possi-
bility of such an occurrence in their
navies,

On the principle that what has been
can be, their perturbation is not alto-
gether wit foundation. Great Brit-
ain, partic rilv. has some ugly mu-
tinies to look back upnn. Uncle Sam is
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and that never a head. It w
a deplorable aff idow of what
might have been; but it was nipped in
the bud.
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in any ill treatment of the men; not in
any wrongs, real or fancied: not in
any genuine discontent on the y of

the crew, but simply in the u
plined mind of a spoiled child. i
ungovernable wa ardness

loved son of an honorable man
died within a year or
ed at his boy's
soled by the
pathy of the

i-
the

w
who
two broken-heart-
shameful end, and uncon-
love and respect

entire

nd sym-

nation.

s e

i a view to realizing thie ideal. She burled the
“What Will Blood Tell?” } (“41, Slr ):ilv) L-.-:s:nl ):n : Uncle | Some ' had | s, from ) per

Philip Spencer should have been na Sut  unfortunately for | reached Wi under Captain Wheland, in Ot nd favored
shining tmple for those who believe | Spencer’s plan, while the vessel ! e P of the cighteenth century. A R = ehaanar
that “blood wil] tell.”’ nstead, he ¥ | swered his s ecifications, the crew did | o & 4+ - orly seven men vded thirteen days was no |
i g i:&lzhorn.':vr:lh e ':m-' s rn“ fdea of sailing to hell | Hangirg Starts Coatroversy. P S e 1 1 )
iconoclasts who e wont to ;»,.p,;,\:':with a boy of his type. And he struek A controversy stir whe l,“ Frenchmen, ¢
“But what will it a snag in the third man he approached | couniry ensu-d 1 M ie w vacob BEaker,

He was the
Spencer, one of t jurists of the
early d - f the Republic, and of De
Witt Clinton, the inventor. His father
John Canfleld Spencer. of New
york, scholar, lawyer, and philanthro-
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naval discipline would do for h
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He was a wlld jy, Philip Spencer. He
had been expelled from Union College
for more than -uili ient reason, He had
run away .nd siyn¢d on a New England
whaler, and ' een :aved from that ser-
vice only by (he use of all his family's
influence. 8 Eecretary Spencer got him
an appointment as midshipman. He had
a brief arnd iuglorious career, serving
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Spencer swore Wales to secrecy by o died at Delaware capes, 2, ' Baltimore, one of ‘he foremost Amer-
the most blood curdling oaths, and then Sach f incipient ‘(h“‘ mutiny broke out. The three|jcan merchants of hi ., and com-
disclesed his plan for murdering all the | muriny on Somers, the i e ners ff-i.mvl the mate asleep on the } manded on this memerable hy
officers and such of the crew as cculd blot of its history of Uncle deck; they killed him with an ax, and | Capt, William Hackett. The was

not be counted on and seizing the v
sel and turning pirate with her, They
were to drop on the rich merchanimen
in those waters, keep as much of the
cargces as pleared them and

Spen

threw his body overboard. They went to
the captain’s cabin, and, finding him in
his berth, stabbed and beat him till he
ought to have been dead. But the can-
tain was a man with no sense of fit-
ness, and he drove them off with u pair
irden and { or nistols.  Thev killed the

bound for Smyrna for a
ern goods,” a polite
opium. She carried a
and American dollar
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with what has taken place in Russia
recentlv. The Somersz carried 120 men
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the buccaneers. A £ them, and thes '“ ' N t d and the only American sailor on board | cargo of coin was in those days re-
ten © 1em, and these w abo as P
w w '":' 'il Sk ‘ B r| 1' YUt @S| pefore it occurred to them that not one gorded as scarcely less dangerous than
< 3 ‘tive as ¢ d's . pis ‘he .
5 , SR 2 il toy AR When | 5¢ them knew enough of navigation to|a cargo of dynamite today
Captain Is Skeptical. compared with guns carried by the

kst s sail the vessel. So they offered to spare
Wales took tHe story to the nurser, day and generation. the captain’s life if he would bring them

who passed it along by way of a lieu- v 0w safe into port.

When Master William Hackett sought
his ¢rew in the sailors' resorts along the
ont he fondly imagined that the

navies of

water

on the Potomac and the John Adams,
ag* heina discharged and dasradad
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capturing the schocner and the money.
In all good faith, Captain Hackett ac-
cepted John Williams, Francis Fred-
erick, John P. Rog, Nils Peterson, John
Srith, and thves others, known simply
as Stromer, S'acey, and Raineaux, first
names not Kkown, because they were
manifestly able seamen. Frederick was
even taken as a passenger, working his
passage, since the crew was aiready full
without him. Stromer wfis a2 man of
such superior mental capacity that the
wise men suid afterward that Hackett
should have known that such a man
sajling Deforz the mast must be a
crooked stick

With his promising assortm- nt of cut-
throats the }Plattsburg sailed from Balti-
more, July 1, 1816. Trouble began early,
While anchcred off the capes, Freder:ik
Yeiscr, the first mate. ordered Juon
Smith to =weep the deck. Smith zot
aboat it in such a slouching fashior. that
Yeiser found fauit with him. 3mith
forced a fight, and would have whipped
the mate but for the timely arrival of
the captain. It was subsequently learn-
ed that this quarrel was planned by the
mutineers in order to gain the sympathy
of the crew. and make them more likely
to fall in with the plot that had been
hatched.

Plot to Poison Officers.

It was perfectly successful, and by the
time the vessel reached the Azores, it
was :greed that the officers sh
poisoned, and the crew seize the
Stromer provided the poison, but
iams, wio w to put it in the coffee,
overdid the t sed so large a
dcse that it a s own antidote;
and Lambers the negro cook, was
whipped for not keeping the coffee-pot
clean.

A or two later the real.outbreak
came. On the night of Saturday, July
31, Mate Yeiser—had the deck from 8§
o'clock till'm *ond Mate
Stephen B. O uty. It was
so dark thzt he could see only a few
feet ahead. He w horrified as he walk-
rward, to hear John Williams, the
lecokoat, ery I He rar
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Mutiny Going Qut of Fashion.

tenant to the "HPUHI‘I, who -". piy did Mutinies in Merchant Marine. Captain Wheland ;u:v'}vul. knowing ful'| nature of the cargo was unknow: But ! [ S wre, and t
not belleve ft. But if he would not be- well that they would kill him as soon a~- | the fact that the v el was to carry will bee
lHeve his e@rs he had to believe his eyes, Unfortunately, though, the record of ever they sighted land. And he kept coin had leaked out, and some des- has ) S
Spencer  and Small and Cromwell were | the American Navy is pretty clean, that | word—in his own way. For nine d: peradoes had conspired to ship as sea-|and crganizat

always holding whispered conferences. ! 0 the American merchant marine ia

he sailed his ship without

seeing

men with the well defined purpose of | nrotection are as

ocmmeon ¢n board ship

forward !

overboard, |

as they are ashore. But they are not of
the murderous or piratical order. Mil.
lions of dollarst in gold are carricd be-
tween Europe and the United States
every year. Frequently a single cargois
valuable enOugh to enrica the entire
crew of the vessel carrving it for life,
and fifteen or twenty determined black-
guards of the old tyne of pirate muti-
neer could easily capiure such a ship
and make cff with tu r ;rold: But no score
of such rasecals will ever under modan
conditions band themselves togethia on
any one ship for such an enterprise. .
During the last quarter of the aine-
teenth century, however, two remarka-
ble mutinies occurred on American
ships, one in the name of Allah, and ths
other apparently ic the name of
devil. It was in I885 that Capt. Robert
K. Clarke, of the American ship Frank
N. Thayer, shipped at Manila, two
v sailors from the island ¢f Sulu.
hey were Mohammedans, and members
of a fanatical pirate clan of Sulu, who

|regard it their religious duty and the
Isu methods of winning their way to
{ paradise, to kill as many infidels as pos-
|sible. At midnight of January 2, 1885,

|as the watches were bemng changed anad
ithe two mates were discussing +*he
weather, the Malays approached them
compiaining of illness. As soon as they
got within reach, however, they stabbed
both the mates to death, and then turn-
ing on the crew, which seems to have
been paralyzed with fear, kiiled five of
them and wounded two more. Capta.n
Clarke, however, had his wits about him
and when they came to his cabin he was
eady for them, though-unarmed. Ha
Tove them cut with his fists and was
adly cut in the scuffie. Evertually both

b
the Malays were kiiled, but the last
one before he died managed te set fire to
the s and the crew was cbliged to
ts the boats, in which tae; man-
a reach St. Helena,
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