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Denies That She Tried
to Avoid Subpoena in

New York

WILLING TO COME HERE

Mrs Frederick A Peckham
Ridicules Excitement About

Secrets

The mystery cf the relations of Sirs i

Frederick A Peckham to tho cotton
crop report lefts scandal be
solved

Mrs Feckham suspected of being able
to throw especially strong light on thai
relations of the various people who w
involved in the leaks has been served
with a summons to appear before the
Federal grand jury here August 15

She was not easy to find but was at
length located in New York

Mrs Peckhain and her husband
some months before the explo

sion of the crop report scandal They
are understood not to have lived

since Mrs Peckham Is a
of wide experience and in some

concerns Has been with
Lewis C Van Riper the cotton broker
whose notion first brought the cottcn
leaks to the attention of the Federal
authorities

Important Factor
Mrs Peckham has become a factor cf

much Importance in the grand Jury In
vestigation because It is believed she
holds some documents calculated to in
criminate some of the people involved

Certain It is that during the
course of bankruptcy proceedings
against her a year ago Van Riper was
willing to pay a large sum in the dis-
charge of her obligations rather than
have her papers taken from a safety
deposit vault and opened In court

Mrs Beckham however assumes en-
tire unconcern about her appearance

the grand jury Interviewed in
New Xork last evening she said she
had fears as she was not in
connected with the cotton report leak

Incidentally the wife of the cotton
broker denied many of the reports
which had been spread about her and
which connected her name with the
dealings of Van Riper Peckham Haas
and Holmes

A Clever Woman
Mrs Beckham la a remarkably clever

business woman She is not dependent-
on her husband but runs various busi
ness enterprises herself She Is of re
fined pleasant manner and talks in a
well modulated musical voice

In the first place 1 want to the
silly stories that have been printed about
that mysterious safe deposit box In
which it was said there reposed dark
Government secrets she said

I never possessed a Government
secret of any kind There was nothing in
the box except my personal papers and
none of these had anything whatever to
do with cotton reports or kindred subjects

The bankruptcy proceedings
were against me were an injus-
tice It seems to me that I came out ofthem with nil honor us I paid the claimsagainst me After everything is settledsome one brings up proceeedings inorder to establish some mysterious

with them and the cotton leas
Nothing to

There was absolutely nothing to
those proceedings except the fact that I
disputed a claim against me and the
man to whom I owed the money instead
of suing me in the usual manner began
bankruptcy proceeding

cannot understand why the grandjury in Washington want me as a
is nothing I can tell thethat would be of Interest to them Ibelieve have started out simply ona fishing expedition and a subpoena for me because my name wasprinted In the papers If they

question want to me r shall
glad to answer but really isnothing I can tell

The given out that Mr Peckham was Interested In the Mining World
in Chicago is absurd I never heard him
mention the publication In my life and
the one who I told him he was

in the paper must be mistaken
Publications Mixed-

It Is true that I said my husband car-
oled a life Insurance policy of 20000 but
there certainly is no disgrace its that
The only way I can account for the re
port that he Is interested in the Mining
World being spread is that some one got

Continued on Fifth Page j

THE WEATHER REPORT

There have been rains In the Atlantic
and thunder showers in the

Mississippi Valley the upper lake
New and east-

ern Arizona elsewhere the weather was
clear

Temperatures have changed but little
There rain tonight in the mid-

dle and south Atlantic States continu
ing Thursday In the latter district
There will be showers and probably
thunder storms tonight and Thursday in
the lower lake and northern por-
tion of the middle Atlantic States

Temperature changes will not be mark-
ed

TEMPERATURE
9 a m 70

12 Noon
1 p m

DOWNTOWN TEMPERATURE
Rcbtsteifed Standard Thermometer
9 a m 75

12 Noon S3

1 p m 89

SUN
Sun sets
Sun rises tomorrow

TIDE TABLE
High tide today 231 p m

tide 925 p m
High tide tomorrow 334 a m 401 p m

tide tomorrow1025 a m 1034 p m
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Thrilling Rescues of the
Victims Penned

Wreck

DIGGING IN THE RUINS

Remains of Twentyseven
Others Probably Under

Debris

tiMecn Dead
c nd v ary fussing

Thirteen known to be dead
twentyseven Injured and In the
hospitals and many still

as a result of the collapse of
the Albany department store yester-
day morning

All night lens stores of worked
like beavers the ruins and the
number will be reenforced today
That a score or more bodies still
remain beneath the wreckage seems-
a cfirtantr

The Injured in the various hospitals-
are reported to be doing well But
one death has occurred In the

among the victims taken from
the building alive Miss Mary Mc
Avoy was taken from the wreck
at 2 lr yesterday afternoon died at
St Peters Hospital at 1220
this morning

The property loss Is estimated at
a Quarter of a million dollars

ALBANY X Y Aug 9 We are
most concerned about the work of rescue
now The time to fix the responsibility-
will follow later said Mayor Gaus
today after an allnight vigil over the
ruins of the Meyers department store

The laborers are the work of
removing debris with all pojglblea
speed in the te that of the
victims may be rescued alive As the
building fell In wedge shape the apex
In the center leaving a clear space on
both sides it is hoped that some will
be found alive at the bottom

Workmen declare that occasionally
they hear cries and moans

Tnirteen dead bodies have been taken
out and It is estimated that at leasttwentyseven more are dead while fully

injured
The of Winfred Kelly of 214

street was taken from the
ruins this morning about 10 oclock
This makes the thirteenth victim

At 11 oclock all the girls employed-
in store had been accounted for except
Mary Logan of 07 Elm street and Miss
N E Wasbrode of 845 Livingston ave-
nue

Forty of the sixty cash boys em
ployed In the store had reported up to
11 oclock Many other male employes
of the establishment are yet unac
counted for

The fact that fire did not break out
had made it possible to save consider
able of the stock That the accident
occurred at an early hour was also
fortunate for had it occurred an houror two later the store would have been
thronged with buyers and In that case
the loss of life would have been muchgreater

Mayor in Rescue Force
Mayor Gaus was on the scene early

and remained until late last night as-
sisting in the work of rescue He says
a thorough Investigation will be made
and the responsibility fixed

We are anxious to clear away thewreckage says the and tothe bodies buried beneath itIf any person has been guilty of negligence and it seems to me that thiscould not have occurred withoutwill be punished Every guiltyperson will be prosecuted as soon as we
responsibility for thedisaster which is worst of Us kindthat has ever befallen our cityThe heroism shown in the work ofand aid to the injuredwar noteworthy Physicians bycore and nursesfrom the hospitals firemen polieeimmnu workmenand their laborers were early on theand vied with each other in the

which threatened
The women clerks could not removebeams and girders but did minis

and transformed themselves IntoImpromptu nurses
from the railroads reenforcedthe workers in clearing away the rubbish in order to reach the bodies Allnight tong they tolled occasionallybringing to light the lout a victimEnormous crowds back by ropes

watched with intense Interest and anxthe work of rescue thehours of the night hundreds remainedIn the hope of getting some tidings ofloved ones
Sixth Body Removed

At midnight the sixth body was re-
moved It was that of Miss Theresa
Spunnbauer of Sherman street She was
found lying across the of a woman
who was later identified as Miss AnnaCashman Miss Spannbauer was liftedout first and It required considerable effort to get at the body of Miss Cashman

At 2 oclock this morning the body oftile Etta L another woman
was found near the place where the re-
mains of Misses Spannbauer and Cashman were

The remains of John E Powers aged
IB a callboy who resided at 29 Bas
sett street were found after 2
oclock under the southern portion of
the ruins almost up to the elevator

Continued on Fifth Page

Chesapeake Beach Crabbing and Fish-
Ing Ideal spot to take the family tomor
row Cool breezes See schedule
Adv
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SCENES AT THE DEPARTMENT STORE IN ALBANY WHICH
rtT707i7n Mjr Tipjrvr PT7QPLK IN THE DF RIS

Differences between the President and
Secretary of the Treasury Shaw grow

tJiigi jtitifith8lErosIdents jnanJfesUdls5
position to Interfere with
of the Federal Governments relations

Resents in
New Orleans

PRESIDENTS POINTED

Probably Meant to Impress His Disap-

proval on Secretary of the Treas-
ury Probable Successor

Taggart and His Wife to
Live Independently

RECEIVED A KIMONO

Lieutenant Fortescue Visited Mrs Tag
gart Leavenworth During Her

Husbands Absence

WOOSTER Ohio Aug At
torney James Sterling was not able to
appear according to a statement made
to the court by Dr JI Beer the Tag

case was resumed at 830

Sterling in
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to the yellow fever situation In New
Orleans are said to have made the re
tirement of Secretary Shaw a possibility-
of the near future

The Public Health and Marine Hospi
tal Service is directly under the Secre
tart the Treasury but it has been
noted from the beginning of the New
Orleans trouble that the President has
shown a disposition to step over the
head of Secretary Shaw and Issue or
ders directly to Surgeon General Wy
man

This is said on high authority to have
been resented by the Secretary and
the knowledge of his attitude toward
the mater is the basis of the rumors
that he retire

Does Not Like Shaw
Back cf all this it is said is the Pres

idents attitude toward the candidacy-
of Secretary Shaw for the Presidency
and especially the Presidential dtesat
isfaction with Secretary Shaws activity-
in promoting his interests

Whether It be Root or Taft the feel
Is strong that the President feels

Interest in another Presidential can
i dldate than Secretary Shaw and does
not approve of the latters ardor In pur
suit of his boom

In this situation the President Is cred-
ited with a distinct willingness that tIll
Secretary of the Treasury should retire
ai any time that desirable

Effective Method
No more effective method could be em-

ployed to lihpress this view on the Sec
rotary than the serIes of Interferences
in the conduct of the Now Orleans af-

fair
In case of the retirement of Secre

tary Shaw the names of several men
are discussed as possible appointees
Hamilton Fish subtreasurer at New
York is one of these Another is Post
master General

Assistant Secretary Charles K Keep
j who came from Buffalo and Is therefore
available us a New York State man

j without being a New York city
talked of as a possible selection For

mor Comptroller G Dawes now
a big bank and

John T Yerkes Commissioner of In
ternal Revenue are also discussed in

I this connection

LEWIS 1IEO

THE GOVERNORSHIP

Virginia Republicans
Graft

ROANOKE Va Aug Rcpub
lican convention reassembled this morn
ing and adopted a platform which

the national Republican platform
plunks of sound money protective tar-
iff Panama cunul territorial expansion
a big navy Roosevelts Administration
clean elections higher education free
school books a Judiciary
and beeping the sacred oyster
the State from Invasion

The platform further denounces steal-
ing In denounces the

of 1902 and tho Statespart played in
After the platform was adopted the

rules were suspended and State Chair
man C B Slump was reelected by ac-
clamation

Judge k L Lewis of Richmond was
then placed in nomination for
by United States Attorney T Lee
Moore amid great
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Absence of Mind Caused Absence of Body
Events Connected With Disappearance-

a Blank to Him

JACKSON
FOUND IN QUEBEC

I

MiDDY

NEW YORK Aug 9 Midshipman
Robert Jackson who has been missing
since a week ago last Friday when ho
left his ship the Missouri then lying
in the North River has been located
by his father in Quebec

Ho was working to make enough
money to return to his ship He has
gone to the Missouri at Bar Harbor
Me with his father

Jackson says his actions are unac
countable to him As if he were In a-

New York When he recovered his
senses and realized the seriousness or
his situation his first thought was to
secrete himself until he had made

money to return to his ship
and prove his honor

Ready for Penalty
He Is prepared to meet whatever

punishment may be imposed and de
clares his only excuse is that the first
few days after he left his ship aro
blank to him

A suggestion of desertion on his part
excited him with indignation when hi
father D H Jackson and Midshipman
Court his chum at Annapolis of tho
Pennsylvania found him

In tracing him from Boston through
Montreal to Quebec said his father

1 found unmistakable evidence that
from the time he left the Missouri he
was not himself and that by some
strange means his judgment had been
rendered inactive

I am pretty well convinced of the

FOUND

Yale Students Companion
Tells Nothing-

He Says He Tried to Kill
Recover Womans

Mystery

NEW HAVEN Atilt 9 Poisoned with
blchlorlde of mercury Owen A Garn
sey n young who recently attend-
ed Yale University and lives with his
parents at 234 Central Park vest New
York found unconscious early to
gilt In the arms of a beautiful girl on
the steps of the residence of Dr H S
Welsh opposite the Yule campus

The identity of Garnseys fair corn
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cause and shall leave nothing undone-
to get at the bottom of the strange
affair

Fathers Confidence
My sons attitude and statements and

the facts I learned while trying to
him prove conclusively that his

friends were absolutely correct when
they maintained that his character and
training were such that It was Impos-
sible for him to desert his ship when in
his senses

When young Jackson left his on
shore leave with friends he met Olga
Maxwell a young woman living in West
Sixtyninth street He did not return
when his leave expired

On the Monday following his disap-
pearance a general alarm was sent out
llirough the pollee The next day the
Maxwell woman appeared and said she
had left him that morning in Boston

Jackson to Be Tried for
Absence Without Leave-

No official report has been made to
the Navy Department of Midshipman
Jacksons return to the batleship Mis-

souri
Midshipman Jackson it is said will

be tried bv courtmartial The charge
against him it Is said will be absence
without leave though technically he can
be held for desertion The admiral of
the squadron will direct the courtmar
tial The punishment is either suspen
sion or reduction in grade as a midship
man at the Academy

panion Is a mystery It is known how-
ever that for the last few days she had
been living with hint at the Hotel Ton-
tine in this city and that she is the
same young woman who was with him
when ho tried to commit suicide in a
cab last Sunday night

When Garnscy was found poisoned to
day he was taken to Hospital

is now reported that although
his condition is still serious he has a
chance for life

The young woman visited him twice in
the hospital but now that the police
wish to quetsion her she has disap-
peared

Upon being temporarily restored to
consciousness Garnsey said he had
taken poison in an attempt on his life
but nothing could be learned from hintas to the reason for his act

As for the young woman she only
added to the mystery by refusing to tenanything about herself or her com
panion

1000 to Niagara Falls and Return
Via Pennsylvania R R This popular
excursion leaves Washington by
train 755 a m August 11 Vestibule
train with standard couches and Pull
man parlor cars Through without
change Tickets good for ten days
Date for following excursion August 25
Address B M Newbold P A
15th and G sts for descriptive

Adv
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occu-
pied a chair at Captain Tagearfs table
looking TfU indeed

The first testimony was a deposition
by Capt B Folwell Eighteenth
Infantry Fort Leavenworth This set
forth that Taggart was perfectly sober
the night of the celebration given at the
officers club by the War College gradu
ating class June 30 1903

Then when Attorney Wertz for Tag
gart offered the signed statement of
Charles H Hulbur 3 of Chicago Mrs
Taggarts business agent the alimony
question was mentioned for the first
time

Taggart Might Ask Alimony
Smyser for the defense assumed that

Captain Taggert might ask for alimony
because the agents statement of her
property was introduced Smyser ar
gued hotly that Mrs Taggart could not
be ordered to pay her husband alimony
as It was not specifically mentioned in
the pleadings

This lady as we will show he said
has an independent income to which

Taggart never contributed SL
We dont want any alimony re

torted Wertz but there have beencases in Ohio which even though the
husband was granted a decree for hiswifes conduct his wife was given

If you get a divorce we shall not askfor alimony declared Smyser
The court made a note of these decla

rations settling the alimony problem
Then the agents statement was read byagreement between counsel

Mrs Taggarts 5000 Income
It showed that Mrs Taggart was In

receipt of 5000 a year from the estate
of her foster mother the late Mrs
Charles of Chicago In 1S90 Mrs
Culver had apart 85000 and after
her death in 1901 20000 more was found
to be set aside for the benefit of Mrs
Taggart and her children

Only the annual Income was to go to
Mrs Taggart but that was to be abso
lutely hers and the property In case
of her death was to go to her children

Thomas Moreda Captain Taggarfs
Malay valet was then sworn while the
crowd became quiet in the hope of hear
ing something of especial Interest Mo
reda said he was twentyone years old
was with the Taggarts at Fort Leaven
worth in 1903 and had worked for Tug
Bart for eight months at that time Wit
ness knew Colonel Miner he said and
hid seen him nt Taggart house
many times perhaps ten or twelve
Twice Miner had been In thehouse when
the captain was confined in the hos
pital once with another officer and once
alone

Valet Testifies
Lieutenant Fortescue the Roosevelt

connection witness said had come to
the house while the captain was in
Kansas City on Hood duty arriving at
9 p m Mrs Taggart had then told
witness to go to bed and he had seen
nothing more

In the morning at 9 oclock Fortescue
came and walked In without knocking
asking for Mrs Taggart witness said
Mrs Taggart was upstairs wearing a
Japanese night dross

Fortescue went upstairs and was n
her room threequarters of an hour Wit-
ness had gone upstairs and seen the
officer come out of liar room go down
stairs and leave the house

Mrs Tagirart was stIll wearing the
kimono and stayed In her room after
Fortescue left

Taggart Children
Will Not Be Called

WOOSTER Ohio Aug 9 Unexpected
delay developed in the Taggart divorce
trial yesterday but while the hearing

Continued on Fifth Page
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Japanese and Russian
Plenipotentiaries Now

in Conference 4

IN BIG COUNCIL ROOM

Assistant Secretary Peirce
Retires and Leaves Diplo-

mats Face to Face

Devious Diplomacy-
To End Cruel War

Today the peace envoys of Russia
and Japan began their great battle
of wits

On hand the Japanese effort
will be to reap the benefit of vic
tories won on sea and land and to
secure guarantees for future peace

On the other hand the Russian en
deavor will be to minimize the

demands making a good
and saving the face of the

Czar
With these ends in view both sides

are bluffing The Japanese it Is
pected will first demand far in ex

of what they hope to obtain
The Russians will be able to claim
victory by securing concessions from
these conditions

Prospects of an ultimate treaty of
peace as the outcome of a long

are believed brighter

PORTSMOUTH Aug 9 The first ses-
sion of the peace conference began
shortly after 10 oclock this morning In
the general stores building at the navy
yard

Arriving In automobiles the envoys of
Russia and Japan were escorted by

Peirce to the rooms on the
floor prepared for them
Council Chamber Turned Over

When gathered in the big
chamber Mr Peirfie announced-

it was his pleasure as the United States
representative to turn over the rooms
for the use of the representatives of
Japan and Russia and to assure them of
the deep interest that the United States
felt In the happy outcome of their

Then with a bow Mr Peirce with
drew to the rooms reserved for himself
rrhe envoys of the two warring

were left idea to face to settle down
to business

In this simple democratic way was
inaugurated the conference which It is
the hope of the civilized world will put

stop to the most stupendous and
bloodiest war In history

An Hour in Session
The session lasted less than an hour

It was announced unofficially immediate-
ly after adjournment that the order of
business had been agreed upon that
the language to be used should suit tha

of the Individual members
and that the second session should

at 10 oclock tomorrow
Baron stated that if a treaty

were agreed upon It would most likely
be in French

Count Witte and Baron Rosen
in an automobile at noon The Jap-

anese envoys did not return until later
Results 6f Meeting

After return of the
to the hotel from the navy yard

Mr Sato on behalf of the Japanese
made the following statement

Todavs meeting was entirely
for the purpose of settling tho

method of procedure In that meeting-
it was decided that formal meetings
will comence tomorrow at 930

Meetings will be held twice a day
one from 930 a m to 1230 p m and
the other at 3 m to 530 or 6 p m
subject to such as may bs
agreed upon by the plenipotentiaries

No serious business was
at this mornings session

All Smoking Cigarettes
Envoys Go to Conference

HOTEL PORTS-
MOUTH N H Aug 9 The Japanese
envoys and the members of their suite
and the members of the Russian suite
breakfasted in the building diningroom
this morning Count Witte and Baron
Rosen the Russian envoys were served
in their private apartments

The diningroom was milled at an
unusually early hour the guests wishing-
to have their fruit and coffee flavored
with the view of the distinguished for-
eigners

Jays Eat Little
It was 9 oclock however before their

walt was rewarded Minister Takahira
and Baron Komura bowingly

several salutations They ata
sparingly and with great deliberation
and their automobile was at the hotoa
entrance before they had finished

The Russian envoys were the first to
start on the fivemile automobile ride to
the conefernce rooms A big red motor-
car was in wating for them outside theirquarters in the annex of the hotel
There were just four persons to wave
them a farewell and three of these were
newspaper

It was Just 945 oclock when 55
Witte and Buron Rosen entered theircar The senior plenipotentiary of tho
Czar wore a coat whitewaistcoat dart gray trousers and soft
Manila straw hat

He puffing his Inevitable cigar-
ette in its peculiar holder and leaned
heavily on his big stick as he walkedgown the steps to the star Baron
was more formally attired in a black
frock coat and white waistcoat Bothenvoys carried gloves but did not wear
them

They bowed to the newspaper
who witnessed their departure They
wore accompanied by

Lumber in Carloads at Wholesale tfc
everybody Libbey Co 6th NY Av

ENVOYS BEGiN

PEACE PARLEYS

AT PORTSMOUTH
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