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In an Unused Vault of a Lgndon Bank Ev-

idence to Prove Conclusively the Legal
Marriage Between the Last of the Georges

and Mrs Fitzherbert Has Existed More
Than a Hundred Years

¬

ITHJN the last few
days another chapt-
er has been added
to the only roman
tic story that ever

enlivened tho sordid commonplace
monotony of the history of the five

story of George IV and
the lovely Mrs Fitzherbert A pack-
age of papers held for nearly a cen
tury in Coutts bank has by the
order of King Edward VII been
finally opened among the brit-
tle yellow old documents has been
found a certificate of the marriage
of George then Prince of Wales and
Maria Smyth Fitzherbert admittedly
one of the loveliest women of her
day

In the hundred years that those
papers have been yellowing in their
vault three generations of the Ord
family have lived done their work
in the World done it well for the
most part and died full of years and
honors Through that hundred years
the tradition has persisted that the
founder of the family in America
hardly more than a child when he
came over In the end of the eight-
eenth century was a son of George
IV and Mrs Fitzherbert And
through all that century there has
been a groat English estate in litiga-
tion an estate which now amounts-
to 126000000 which undoubtedly
belonged to the children of such a
marriage if such a marriage ever
had taken place and If in case it
had taken place there had been any
issue

Neuer Relinquished Claim
So long as the marriage remained-

In doubt or rather so long as It
lacked legal American
Ords have held their peace and nurs
ed their family for
a moment relinquishing their claim
that they were descendants of the
last of the Georges and Mrs Fitz

deciding apparently
that there was nothing to be gained
by troubling deaf heaven with their
bootless cries until they could prove
the marriage What the world has
for a century been morally sure of
it has within the past ten days be
come legally sure of and the pres-
ent generation of Ords notably
James L Ord assistant

of construction for the Western
Union Telegraph Company in Chi
cago proposes to push its claim to
a share of the great Tortune Involved

History has long ago decided that
the fact of such a marriage was es
tablished beyond reasonable doubt
but reasonable or unreasonable
lacking proof the doubt remained
Also it has long been known that
all the papers relating to George Iv
and Mrs Fitzherbert were In the
sealed packet which the committee
of three noblemen to whom It bad
been entrusted had deposited for
Fare keeping in the Coutts Bank
The trust had been handed down
from to son The papers were
not to be opened until the three
agreed that the time had come when
they should be opened And the
three never have agreed until ten
days ago by the Kings order the
package was opened and the doubt
set at rest
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As to the Ord has
well and favorably known in Ameri
ca for a century and is undoubtedly
descended from a youth known as
James Ord brought over to this
country by an plder James Ora
whose nephew he was supposed to
be This real James Ord left a will
and a confession setting forth that
the lad James Ord supposed to be
his nephew was in reality a son of
George IV of England and Mrs
Maria Smyth Fitzherbert
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Fought Against England
The Ords in America have been

almost equally prominent in
and legal circles The lad who

Is supposedto have been Georges
son was prominent on the American
side in the war of 1812 although It
was alleged that he was urged to
enlist in the American army by
British spies in order to invalidate
any claims he might later make to
the crown on the ground of treason
His eldest son Major Gen E O C
Ord served in the Union army dur-
ing the ciyil war dying in San Fran
cisco in 1864 Capt E O C Ord
son of the major general was ap
pointed to West Point from Texas
was for a number of years an offi-

cer of the Twentyfifth Infantry and

was retired from the service In Oc

tober 1903 He Is now living in San
Antonio

Another military scion of the fam
ily is James C Ord greatgrandson-
of King George who entered the
service from West Point in 1873 re
tiring as a major of the Fourth Cav
alry in 1899 The major was born
in Michigan but received his ap
pointment from Wyoming where his
father was serving at the time

Finally there was James G Ord
lieutenant in the United States army
who fell In Dufllelds attack on the
eastern heights at the battle of San
tiago Had the law of primogeniture
been followed this young man would
undoubtedly have been wearing the
crown of England Instead of yield
ing his life In the thick of battle

The second son of the original
James Ord became Judge Paclflcus
Ord a prominent California jurist
and turned the familys attention to
the law as a profession and the
successive generations have con
tributed some brilliant lawyers to the
bench and bar of several States

John S Ord of Santa Cruz Cal
father of Jamos L Ord of Chicago
was another son of Mrs Fltzher
berts son The HollIday family of
California is directly connected with
the Ords through the marriage of
John S Ords daughter Alice to S
W Holliday

Yet another of the family Is Dr
James Ord of Frederick Md whose
likeness to the present King of

is so striking as to have gained
for him the jocular title of Your
Majesty of Maryland Dr Ord has
always believed that Mrs Fitzher
berts character would be cleared and
has at all times been instrumental in
stirring up the claims During his
investigations Dr Ord discovered an
old history of Georgetown college
which showed that In the year 1800
the college was attended by James
Ord son of George IV and Mrs Fitz
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herbert his lawful wife to quote
the words of the old record r

According to tradition the original
James Ord was not brought to this
country until 1810 but the archives-
of Georgetown ofLoyola
college In Baltimore and the records
9f the office of Register of Wills of

District of Columbia which
threw considerable light on the
claim of royal birth place the date
of his arrival considerably earlier

From these it would appear that
the youth who according to

in the Ord family which has
been prominent in American military
circles for threequarters of a cen
tury was the son of King George IV
through his marriage with Lady
Fiteherbert was a student at George
town College in this city from 1800
until 1811 during his boyhood The
tradition that this young man was
the son of George IV and Lady Fitz
herbert is an old one at Georgetown
and some of the most famous of the
old priests there were familiar with
tine surroundings of the case in their
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time handing their knowledge down
in the form of records of one kind
or another

James Ord the young man who
was supposed to have been the son
of George IV was brought to Amer-
ica during the latter part of the
eighteenth century and taken to Nor-
folk by Capt James Ord a master
mechanic who was first employed In
the Norfolk navy yard and after-
ward came to the Washington navy
yard bringing the boy to this city
with him This youth who bore the
same name as Capt James Ord his
socalled uncle was entered at
Georgetown College on April 24 1800
by the Rev Notley Young a famous
Maryland priest who according to
some of the records at Georgetown
University is supposed to have acted
as agent to have the youth educated
Before the boy loft Georgetown Col
lege James Ord his socalled uncle
died leaving a will dated October
11 1801 now on file at the City Hall
In Washington leaving 300 to the
Rev Francis Neale of Georgetown
College and the balance of his es
tate to my beloved nephew James
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Ord of Georgetown College to whom
also I give all debts due me

The archives of Georgetown Uni-

versity show the date of the boys
admission Into the school and the
archives of Loyola College contain a
statement in writing which he made
after he became an old man giving
all he knew concerning the mystery-
of his lineage This statement was
sent to Loyola College because that
was then the residence of the
vincial of the Society of Jesuits In
the eastern part of the United States
all important archives of the prov
ince being preserved in that resi-
dence It Is understood that this
statement of the supposed original
heir himself is regarded as a

document

Georgetown College Records
The tradition respecting the

parentage of young Ord is mention
ed in the history of Georgetown Col
lege written by Dr John G Shea-
a painstaking historian who de-

clares in that volume The college
was not without pupils from the
best of the old Catholic families
from Maryland in 1789 and had some
on Its rolls of whom she might feel
proud James Ord son of George
IV and his lawful wife Mrs Fitz
herbert was enrolled among the
students the next year

According to the records present
ed among the archives of George
town College James Ord while a
mere youth read a book treating the
life of Lady Fitzherbert and men
tioning the supposed child and ask-
ed Am I this child Later while
looking over some papers and letters
left him by his socalled uncle Cap
tain Ord who brought him to
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America and died at the Washington
navy yard In 1810 he came across-
a letter which had been written b
a Catholic priest asking Is the
child alive There Is nothing to
show who this priest was but
among the very early archives of
Georgetown Is a faded slip of paper
containing on one side the words
James Ord Inquiry and on the

other side Who Is Rev Coen
THIS slip of paper has a bearing on
the Ord mystery but no one seems
able to explain it

After grwlng to be a man Jamcr
Ord came Into possession of the
papers of his socalled uncle in 1834
and his belief as to his birth and
parentage Increased and persuaded
him he was the Shlld One docu

ment of the archives declares that
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he told tho late Father Matthews ne
was going to write to Lady Fitz
herbert his mother and also

that father Matthews who
was the facts help
ed to write this letter which
was directed to Lady Fltzherbert
and inclosed in a letter to
Vail charge daffaires of the

legation at the Court of St
James in 1836 Father Matthews
was for years pastor at Stv Patricks
Church and was a nephew of Leon
ard Neale a Marylander who was
president of Georgetown College
while the boy was a pupil there in
1800 t

The record says that Lady Fitz
herbert no doubt received this letter
from tIle youth supposed her
son and then goes on to say that
Father Matthews in 1852 then in
his eightysecond year made a state
ment under oath In writing to the
late Gen Edward O C Ord of Mary
land who was the son of James Ord
of he Father Matthews had
learned confidentially from the late
Captain Ord the socalled uncle
This statement was to the effect that
the child called James Ord and his

nephew was not his nephew but of
royal parentage the son of one of
the royal family of England This
statement of Father Matthews Is
now in the possession of surviving
relatives of the late General Ord

The archives of the college show
that In November 1884 Father
Healy who was formerly a president
of Georgetown College furnished a
member of the Ord family with In
formation to the effect that James
Ord was a son of George IV and Lady
Fitzherbert and referred that mem
ber of the family to the Rev James
Curley who was for many years at
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Georgetown College and familiar
with the archives At the sugges
tion of Father Curley this member
of the Ord family wrote a letter to
the Hon Mr Lansdale of Houghton
Hall England who was the bi
ographer of Lady Fitzherbert in or
der to prove that Lady Fitzherbert
before her death when she smiling-
ly objected on the score of delicacy
to acquiesce to those who knew her

and wrote on the back of
the marriage certificate no issue

The story of Maria Anne Smyth
Fitzherbert and George Augustus
Frederick eldest son of George III
of England and subsequently his
successor under the title of George
IV furnishes about the only gleam
of sentiment and romance that ever
lightened the dull sordid monotony-
of the history of the four Georges
There never was a more uninterest
ing less admirable less kingly set
of kings than the four of the House
of Hanover who held down the
throne of England during the elght
eenth and first quarter of the nine
teenth century And of the lot
George IV was the most absolutely
without redeeming quality

As a young man he is said to have
been good looking and blessed with-
a certain ease and graciousness of
manner which won for him among
his cronies the title of the first
gentleman of Europe Before his
career was over even his own sub
jects would have consented to the
substitution of the word black
guard for gentleman And his
treatment of Mrs Fitzherbert con-

tributed not a little to this popular
estimate of his character Apart
from the fact that theres millions-
In It one cannot conceive of any
reason why the Ords should wish
to claim that they have his blood in
their veins It Is certainly Incon
ceivable that it should be to their
credit if they have

Mrs Thomas FiUherbert Maria
Annie Smyth was certainly one of
the loveliest women of her time Sfe

reason
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was known as the beautiful widow
of Brighton and had been twice
widowed when she met the young
Prince of Wales at one of the royal
operas At that time she was thirty
years old and one of the most beau
tiful women in the realm Her
maiden name was Maria Annie
Smyth Her first husband was
ward Weld a squire of moderate
means

Thomas Fiteherbert her second
husband was cortler of some

tp birth who died
his wife was twentyfive

years old
Jfc

Love at Fir t Sight
it was almost a case of love at

first sight The prince fell head
heels In love with tier though-

It Is hard to conceive of George as
really in love with anyone but so
far as he was capable of caring for
anyone he certainly cared for Maria
Fitzherbert It was an inauspicious
tinge for him to fall in love He was
very much at outs with his father
King George III He had rebelled
against the strict formality of the
old kings domestic circle He found
home life exceedingly uninteresting
One can hardly blame him He as-

siduously cultivated all his fathers
pet aversions sought out Sheridan
and Fox his fathers Whig oppon
ents and by them was initiated into
the brilliancy and vice of the fash
ionable life of the day There prob-
ably never was a day when society
in England was mote brilliant there
certainly never was when it was
more licentious-

It suited Prince George of Wales
down to the ground He had not the
wit that would have made him wel
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come to the brilliant coterie but
even that brilliant coterie was not
above the snobbishness which made
the Prince of Wales more than wel
come And in the vices of the day
he certainly could lead them all He
lived in a whirl of unusual excite
ment his time was passed in the
grossest profllgracy His royal word
was no more to be trusted than his
royal bond He does not seem
throughout his career to have had-
a decent manly generous impulse
If he had he stifledit before it could
make him do anything that could in
terfere with his own selfish pleasure

And yet he loved Maria Fitzher
bert There seems to be no doubt of
that And she loved him There
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must have been something In him
worth while since she did love him
And there seems equally no doubt
of that He was young
quite the animal he subsequently be

with some of the
glory and the gracIousness of youth
still on him But she would not be
his mistress She would marry him

that or nothing
Nay it could not have been ambi

tion She knew that marriage with
him would never make her Queen of
England She was a Roman Catho-
lic and even had she been of royal
blood by the Act of Settlement the
heir to the crown forfeited his

by marriage with a Catholic
Nor by the royal marriage act could
he legally contract a marriage

his fathers unless at
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the end of a year after formal notice
had been given parliament approved-
or rather failed to disapprove It
was not even to gratify any social
ambition Marriage with the Prince
of Wales would give her no position
In the fashionable world which was
not already hers through his con
tinued attentions

It was simply that Mrs Fltzhef
was a devout Catholic The per-

formance of the ceremony by a priest
of her church satisfied her con
science She wished to be married
in the eyes of the and cared
not the least little bit whear she
was married in the eyes of the law
And George believing that he could
contract no legal marriage with Mrs
Fitzherbert was quite ready to gc
through the ceremony to please her
According to the recently discovered
certificate the marriage took place
December 22 1785

In a debate in tho house in 1787
when the matter of granting George
money to pay some of his debts was
being discussed allusion was made
to a marriage which might bring iu
question the succession Fox went
to the prince and asked him point
blank about It and George assured
him on his honor that no such mar-
riage had taken place On that as-

surance Fox told the house of com
mons that there was nothing in the
story The next day he received a
note from one of his friends say-
ing I see that you have denied
the marriage of the Prince of Wales
with Mrs Fitzherbert You have
been misinformed I was present at
that marriage

George was not content with
It to Fos Ho tried to

make his friends believe that he had
not authorized Foxs denial Only
conceive Maria he said what Fos
did yesterday He went down to the
house and denied that you and I
were man and wife

Married Caroline of Brunswick

f In 1795 George married Princess
Caroline of Brunswick because his
father would not pay his debts on
any other terms They had one
child Charlotte who married one of
the lesser German princes and died
in childbirth in 1811 The marriage
was unhappy and resulted in grave
scandals and suits and counter suits
for And year by year
George IV grew more brutal more
sensual less fit to rule more

unpopular until his death in
ISBQwas a relief all around

the princes divorce from
Princess Caroline he returned to
Mrs Fitzherbert But she would
have none of him being a devout
Catholic until she obtained the

of the Pope On His rendering
a favorable decision she finally re
ceived the prince as her husband at
a reception given at her residence-
at whIch members of the royal fami-
ly were present

For several years they lived hap-
pily and contentedly together t
was after Prince George had suc
ceeded to the throne that his mar
riage of state occurred Then Mrs

Dur
ing his last illness however sho
wrote to the King tendering him her
sincere sympathy and offering any
attention she could give This letter
was found on his pillow after his
death After death she was
treated as one of the royal family
during the period of her life She
received consideration and attention
due to royal rank everywhere

The Duke of York was her devotvd
friend and William IV offered to
make her a duchess at the same
time authorizing her to wear mourn
ing for her husband It is said that
it was known to all the royal fami
ly that a son bad been born to Mrs
Fitzherbert and some questions
about the succession to the throne
arose And at that time the ques
tion might have made serious
trouble for George IV had died
without an heir and William IV
had no son to succeed him and the
crown of England seemed over
heavy for the brow of a young girt
of eighteen the next In succession
the daughter of the Duke of Kent
another of George Ills sons

Took Guardians Name
It is believed to have been at th

Instance of the Duke of Welllngtor
that tho boy was placed under tht
control of George James Ord i
naval constructor who won renown
as a naval engineer in both Spalt
and England The boy took
name of his guardian and it is hii
greatgrandson who fell at Santiagc
and another greatgrandson who li
preparing to assert his rights tc
the vast English estates which
his by right of descent

At least this is the Ord version ct
me story But on the other hand
Lord Stourton Mrs Fitzherberts
cousin and confidant to whom she
left all her papers and a commis
sion to write her vindication

in a court of law that no child
was ever born to Mrs Fitzherbert

Lord Stourton swore further that
In 1837 he and the Duke of Welling-
ton were appealed to by an impost-
er who claimed to be an issue of
the marriage between Mrs Fitz
herbert and her royal husband-

I did not trouble myself to
notice this claim Lord Stourton
testified
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