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CAPTER XI Confiimea-

T K WERE pih near tb
water now for w ouM-

s e M sl Mniinj4 Uelow-
us and oh h fong

V ert far de p drink
ber that thi

n4v tb i r rmo t desire in my mind
11 lirini rnk But tile hnnnd
v rro ttttti t i us so near thnt-
v hear th paltering wf their

1 t M ih dry ground minded with th-

thtui ihf of ttar Khvns gallop
inc h IV tvI murlied vIDe rwk-
imn ihttlc rise Jtwt where the hank
l s when Leo aM sMddent-

rNt MM CUt make ic Stop and
hi sio the thing thromfb1-

s i we whcHeti roatul rrlNbu uirI-

MI i i aganst the rock llMre about
lH rd yans sir fee death
Iiiiiii dw iait txavra be prataetf only
tr ofjtbm rest had followed

lying horses and doobtlesa when
i r ught th m at last which may

bo n far distant had stopped In-

K r r them eivrs t on tnrm o they
wtr nitof the fight Ooly three and
ihf Khnn a wifci figure who gallopfl-
witli them hut those three the black
nod red brut Master and two others
nltrtrt as rtm ard big

I might l worse sakl If

ivy iiwst with the Kbaa and stoo
down he rubbed Ida in the grit
rT were wet as water an example
VIIH i I followed Then we gripped th-
xsrn In Hw rilfht Imnrls and the

r l rt hind waited
Ill dogi had wen tie now a d came

c i growing buying narfuJIy-
Vit a niJ they came and I aw not

axiuinied tn own that I felt terribly
ifrai l for the brides seemed tbe hie of

ni l more flerc H was the
8iTiint of then outstripped the others
Dull iphtg up the little rto sprung
jjtrm li at my throat

Wlsv r tow t 60 not Know but on
il inipiitao of the Moment I too
siranK to meet It w that its whole
eight came upon the point of my
tpiir which was backed by my weight
The r ir uttered between its forelegs

nd ntirli was the shock that 1 was
knoc l backward when I re
galn l my feet I aw the dog rolling
on tii Around before me and gnashing
a th par shaft which had been
twist i from my hand

The other two nad jumped at Leo
but lulled to get hold though one
them tore away a large tragmont from
his tunic Foolishly enough he hurled
his spe r at it but mINed rot the

j t under Its belly and hurled
itself p tu ground Tin pair o
them did nt om on igain once
PerhsipK the i ht tluir dying com-

panion made them pause J any rate
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sli ii ii a littlr distance snarling
vlirvt i run pprars wro gone they
Wi v satv rm us

Now th Khan hall ridden uji anti sat
upon Ins horse glowering at us and his
fact was like the face of a d vil 1 bud
loped that he might fear t attack but
the moment I saw his eyes I knew that
this would not be He was quite
with lisle jealousy and the longdrawn
excitement of the hui Cftnd hail come
to kill or be killed Sliding from the
saddle he drew Iris short
either he had lost his spear or had
brought nonerand made a hissing noise
to the two dogs pointing at me with the
sword T saw them spring and I saw
him rush at f Leo ann arter that who
can t ll exactly what happened

My knife went home to thehilt in tile
body of one dog rd it to the
ground and lay ttier for Its hill
iuarters were pwralyS hoiVling snarl-

ing and biting at me But r
tin fiend called Mailtwr gol me by the
right arm the elbow and I
my bones crack In Its mighty jaws and
the agony of it or so 1 suppose causrd
me to drop the knife so that I was
weaponless The brute drugged me from
the rock and began to shake and won y-

me although I kicked it in tho stomach
with all my strength I fell to my
knees and as it chanced my left hand
ame upon a stout pjTuboui the size ol

a large orange whlclr I gripped i gain
rl my feet again and pounded at iU
skull with the stone but still it did not
leave go nnd this was well for me for
its next hold would have been on my
tnroHt-

We twisted and tumbled to and fro
malt and log together At one turn I
thought that I saw Leo and tho Khan
rolHiiK over and over each other upon
the ground at another that he thr
Khan was sitting against a stone look-
ing at me arid it came into my mind
that h must t have killed and was
watching while the dog worried mr 0
death

Thea Jltat as things hogan to grow
black something sprang forward and I-

tw the huge hound lifted from th
arth LWi jaws my arm camp

free and Cdl against my side Yes tilt
brute WM whirling rouiul in the air
iro hahl ft by its hind logs and with all
his rent strength whirled it round nwl
i und

Thurt He had dashed Its he 4l Hgainst
the reak and It fell and lay a hud
H d bens or tack and red
Oddly enoogh I did not faint 1 sup

pos that the pain and the chock to my

iorvs kept me awake for 1 ne rd L HI

nay In a matterofact voice between
lila gasps for breath

Wen tbaf r and 1 thhtk that I

have fnlftttad Shamans prophecy Lrtr-
look t make sure

j Then he led me with him to one of Hi

rocks and there resting supinely again
it sat the Khan Still living
i n m vf bond or food The
had left his face and be a
us with melancholy eyes like the eyes
of a skit child

You are brave men he aakl alowly
strong also hi vo killed thow

hounds and broke my tock So It h i
come about as was foretold by the ol
rat After nil I should have huntc-
Atrrr not you though now she lives t
avenge me for h r own sake not mine

j Yellow beard she bunts too an
with deadlier hounds titan these
of hr thwarted passions Forgive m
stud fly to the mountain yeliow beard
whither 1 go before yon for there uu-

wwetts is stronger than Atene
Then his Jaw dropfled and H wSi

CHAPTER XII

Tho Messenger

H Is 1 panted and
hasnt lost much

Well It didnt give him much did It
lionr devfl so dont lets HI o
hint answered Leo who had
himself exhausted to the ground Per-
haps he all rigfct before they
him mad At any rate he had pluck
for I dont want to tackle such an-

other
How did manage it I
Dodged In beneath his sword closci

with him threw him and smashed
up over that lump of stuno
strength thats nil A cruel
but it was his life or mine and titer
you are Its lucky I flntohed it in tim
to help you before that
brute tore your throat out Did
ever see such a dog It looks as larg-
aa a young donkey Are you muc
hurt Horace

Oh my forearm is chewed to n
but nothing else l think Lot us ge
flown to tine wiqi Jf I cant
soon I shalt faust Also the rest of
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JNUR s somewhere about fifty or rnor
of them

1 dont think they will trouble UK
they have got the horses poor b mta
Vnlt a minute and I will come

Then h rose found the Khan 3
sword a bcautiftll and ancient weapon
and with a singite cut or its keen d s-

killed th second dojj that I had wound-
ed which was Mtill yowling snarling
m us After thto collected the two
spears HUt my knife saying that they
n fsh be useful without trouble
aught the Khan horse which stood

with hanging head close by so tireo-
tXit even this des emte fight had not
fifthtenexl it away

Now he said up you gw old tel
You are wet t walk nny fur

her and with hitS help I climbed into
the saddle

I hen slipping the hit arm
he led Map horse which wulked sUlly
on to the

r of a RtUe of us thftufirh to me tor
rfd as 1 was by pain und half le-

litious with exhaustion the journey-
s med long enough

Still Ve came there somehow anti
forsfettirg wounds I tumbled from
th horse threw myself hat a d drank

drank more I think than ever I
did before Not all my life hare 1

tasted anything so delicious as was that
long draught of water When 1 had
satisfied my tlyrst 1 dipped my head
anti made shift to Jerk my wounded arm
iit it for its coolness seemed to
the pain Presently Leo rose the
water running from his face and board
aid raid

What shall we do now The river
ms to be wide over a hundred yards

md it is low but there may be lueu-
vut r In the middle Shall we try to

in whim cane we might or
stop where we arc till daylight und take
our chance of the deathrhounds

I cant go another foot I murmured
faintly much loss try to ford an un-
known river

Now about thirty yards from the
shore was an island covered with reeds
and grasses

Perhaps we could reach that
said Come get on to mv and
we will
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he r elb K his way with I he handle of
the si r The water proved to Ive quite
shallow indeed it never mud
above bla Knees so that wr reached the
Island without trouble Here Let laid
me down on the soft rusl ss and return
ins to mainland brought over the
black horse and the remaining weanotts
und having unsaddled the beast knee
haltered and turned It loose whereupon
it immediately lay down for It was too
spent to feed

Then h t to work to doctor my
wounds Well It proved f y me that the

JafMeve of my garment was so thick for
j even through it the flesh of my forearm
was torn to ribbons moreover a hone

j seemed to be broken Leo collected a
j double handful of some soft wet moss

biasing washed the arm wrapped It
round with a handkerchief over which

laid the muss Then with a neeomi
handkerchief and some strips of linen

a couple of split reeds to nerve as
rough splints to the wounded limb
Vhlle he was doing this I suppose teat
I slept or swooned At anv rale T re-
iwmbfr oo more

Some tlmo during that night Leo had-
a strange dream of which lie told mo
the next morning 1 suppose that It
must have It dream as certain
I saw or was aware of nothing Well
he dreamed lila own words as
nearly as possible that he heard

f those accursed deathhound In full cry
Nearer and nearer they came following

jour spoor to the edge of the river all
uncle that hud run down th hcrs s

sAt the waters edge they halted and
wore mute Then suddenly a puff of
wind brought the scent of us the

to one of them which lifted lip
head and uttered a single hey The

clustered about It and sill at once
j they made u at the water
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I could f nvl ir fWry shins II
felt unit MfttT OUt doom was nov
at hard antI he4 l in the of
nirhtnuire f ntctttnmr ante he ws
quite uncttir to ur ven to cry out
to wake tad warn me

folkwed the mmrfl at
Ktson living tontn th y C WK

half Mrliumiag and half utunsn h
h urd t ilrew mr to lsisn1 j

w Kpt Then sudd ily Leo saw that
xve wore no loagor alone In front of I

r oti the buick of the waler stood J

ttzuti woman dad in souse dikn-
arawnt He could not describe her
face or app for hr back w s-

tt v4r i him All he knew was that wli-
estntui tli w likv ncmr

object in her rsitsod hand and thatdiy thV avMSicins hounds caught
sight of her lu an Insftant It WHS as
though they were iiamlvsed by tear far
their bays turned to tearful howttngst
Ore cr two cf those that were nearest-
to the land seemed to lose their

b swept aray by the stream
The struggled back u till bank
and wildly like whipped curs

Thrn the dirk cotumantHatc tlyuro
which fn hfc ram Iyotoek to the
guardian spirit of the mountain van-
ished That It left no footprint behind
It 1 din vouch for n Ute morning we
looked io s e

When awa netl by the slutrp panps
in my arm T opened by eyes again
i h dawn was breaking A thin mist
huns over the river and the Island and
through it I could see Ieo sleeping heav-
ily at my side ant the shape of the
black horse wltfcti had risen and ms
grazing close a hand I toy still for
n while remembering all that Are hail
undergone and wondering that I should
live to wake till presently above the
murmuring of the water 1 heard n sound
which Ironed me the of voices
i sat up and peered through the
anti there upon the bank looking enor
moiiB in the mist 1 saw two figures
mounted upon horses those of a woman
and a man

They were pointing to the ground as
though they examined spoor in the sand
1 herd the man sny something about
Vr V KT not dirirg enter the tern

tor ot the mountain a remark which
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mc iKiik to my mind agaIn after
hail toM me his dream Then 1 remem-
bered how we were placed

Wake I whispered to Leo Wake
are pursued

He sprang to his feet his
eyes and snatching at a spear Now
those upon the bank saw him and a
sweet voice spoke through the mist

l ay down that weapon my guest
for we are not come to harm you

It was the voice of the Khaiila Atene
and the man with her was old
Shaman Slrabri

What nhall we do now Horace
asked l o with like a groan

j for In the wh e world there no
two people whom he less wished to

Nothing I answered it Is for
them to play

Come to us culled the Ivhaiii
across the water I swear that we
mean no harm Are we net alotie

I do not know answered Leo
seems unlikely Where wo ure we

stop until w are ready to march

Atene spoke to Stmbri What she said
we could not hear for whispered
but she appeared to b arKtiing with him
utah persuading hint to some course of
which he strongly dlsapiHoved Then
suddenly both of them put horses
at the water and rode to us through the
Shallows Keachinn the island they

we tool staring nt each
j other The old math efn d weary but
j the Khania was strong anti beautiful as
ever nor hud passion and fatigue left

trace upon her inscrutable face It
she who broke the silence saying

j You have ridden fast and far since
last we met my guests and loft an evil
tok ti to murk the path you took Yon

I der Hinoni the rocks one lies dtMid Say
how conic ho to his end why has no

I wound upon him
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By tlnsr atiSWfred Leo stretching
out hs hands J knew it she answer-
ed and I blame you not for fate de-

creed that death for him and now it
Is Still are those to
whom you must answer for his blood
and I only can protect you from them

Or betray me to them Suld Leo
Khania what do you seek

That answer which yOu nhoiili have
given me this twelve hours gonfiu Re
niemlKT before you spealj alone
can save your life ay and will do it
aid clothe you with that dead madmans
crown and mantle

Yon shall have your answer on yon
uVr mountain said Let pointing to the
p ik above u s where 1 seek wine

She tMiled a little and replied To find
that It is death for as I have told you
the place is guarded by savage folk who
know no pity

So be It Then death is the answer
that we seejt Come Horace let us go
to meet hint

1 sweat to you she broke ig That
there dwells not the woman of your
dreanus I am that woman yes even I
a you are the muq of mine

Then lady prove It yonder upon the
mountain Leo answered

There dwells there no
Atene went on hurriedly thing
dwells there It Is the home of Are and

a voice
What volcer
The voice of the Oracle that speaks

from the fire voice of a spirit
whom n man has seen or Shall
see

Come Horace said Leo sail lie
moved toward the horse-

Men broke in the old Shaman
would you rush upon your doom Lie

ten I have visited yonder haunted
lace for it was I who according to
custom brought thither the body of the
Khnn Atcncs fathenr for burial and I

you to set no foot Within its tem-
ples

Which your mistress said that we
should never reach I commented but
Leo only answered

We thank you for yocr warning
added Horace watch them while

I saddle the horse lest they do us a
mischief
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man

The
ever

h

tarn

and

that i

¬

¬

¬

¬

Ko I look the i m nj r
hand and stood But they made
m attempt to hurt us only fell back a
little and began to talk in hurried whis-
pers It was evident to me that they
were much perturbed In a few min-
utes the horse was saddled and Loo as-
sisted me to mount it Then he said

We go to accomplish our fate what-
ever it may be Inir before we part
Khania I thank you for the kindness
you have shown us and pray you to be
wise and forget that we have ever been
Through no will of mine your husbands
blood is on my hands and alone
rniwt separate us forever We Sri di-

vided by the doorsof lentil and des-
tiny Go back to your p nle anti par-
don me if newt unwillingly 1 have
brought you doubt and trouble

She listened with bowed head then
replied very sadly

1 thank you for your gentle words
but Leo Vlncey we do not part thus
easily You have summoned me to the
mountain and oven to the mountain 1

will follow you Ay and there I will
meet its spirit as I have always known-
I must and as the Shaman here has al-
ways known I mujit Yes I wilt match
my strength and magic against hers
as It i decreed that I shall du To
the victor be that crown for which wa
have warred for ages

Then suddenly Atene sprang to liar
saddle and turning her horses head
rods it hACk through the water to the
shore followed by old Slinbri who
lifted up his crooked hands at though
in woo and foam mutterIng as he went

You have entored the forbidden
river and now Atone tho day of de-
cision la us all mpon us and her

that predestined ICy of ruin nail of
warWhat do they mcHii naked Luo of
me

spr

that

FAre-
well

upon
I

I

I

ready
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¬

¬

¬
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I don t know I unswtrd but I
hive no doubt we shall thud out soon
enough and that It will be something
unpleasant Now for this river

Before we had struggled through it
I thought more than once tra the day
cf drowning WitS upon us lsa for in

there wore deep rapids which
nearly swept UK away Out who
waded leading the Khans nurse by the
bridle felt his path and supported
himself with the spear shaft so that
in the end we reached the other bank
safely

Beyond It lay a breadth of marshy
laude when the torrent was in Hood
Through these we pushed our way as
fust a we could for we toured lf t the
Khania bad gone to fetch her escort
which we thought she might hevt left
behind the rise and would return with it
presently to hunt us down At
time we did not know what we learned
afterward that with its bordering
river the soil of the mountain was ab-
solutely sacred and in practice invio-
lable True It had been invaded by the
people of Kaloon in several wars but
on each occasion their army was de-
stroyed or met with terrible disaster
Little wonder then that they had
come to believe that the house of
was under the protection of some un-
conquerable spirit

Leaving the marsh we reached a bare
rising plant which led to the first slope
of tile mountain three or four miles
away Here we expected every moment-
to be attacked by the savages of whom
we had heard so much but no living

did we see The place was a
desert streaked with veins of rock that
once had been molten lava I do not
remember much else about it Indeed the
I ain in tny arm was so sharp that I
had no eyes for physical features At
length the rise ended In a bare broad
donga tulle destitute of vegetation or
which the bottom was buried in lava
and a debris of rocks washed down by
the rain or melting snows from bopcs
above This donga was bordered on the
further side by a cHlC perhaps fifty
feet in height In which we could see no
opening

Still we descended the place that was
dark and rugged pervaded moreover
by an extraordinary gloom and as
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ivas sprinkled over wIth a multitude of
white objects Soon we came to the first
of these and found that it was the
skeleton of a human being Here was a

graveyard It seemed as though
imp great army had perished here
Indeed we found afterward that this

was the case for on one of these OCC-
Hi ons in the far past when the people

had attacked the mountain
tribes they were trapped and slaughter
ed In tills gully leaving their bones

warning and a token Among these
sod skeletons we wandered disconsolate-
I seeking a path up the opposing cliff
and finding none until at length we
came to a halt not knowing which way
to turn It was that we met with
oar first strange cxperifire on the
mountain

U no

valley of bones thou-
sands upon thousands or them a gigan-
tic

I loon

as-
a

Then

veritable lend

s

>

>

The gK l its nvldtriug d-

lrossed so that for a while we were
ilent and to tell the truth somewhat
afraid Yes even the horse seamed
atraid for it snorted a little hung its
head and shivered Close by us lay a
pile of bones the remains evidently of
a number of wretched creatures that
dead or living had been hurled down
from the cliff above and on the top or
the pile WItS a little huddled heap which
we took for more bones

Unless we can dod a way out of thin
accursed charnel house befnre long I
think that we shall add to its com-
pany I said staring round mae

As the words left my lips it seemed to
me that from th corner of my eye I
saw the heap on the top of the bones
stir I looked round Yes It was stir-
ring It rose It stood up a human
figure apparently that of a woman
but of this I coukl not be sure wrapped
from head to foot in white and wvarit
a hanging veil over Its face or rather
a with cut eyeholes It advanced
toward us while we stared at It till the
horse catching sight of the thine shied
violently anti nearly threw me When
at a distance of about ten paces It
paused and beckoned with Its hand that
WitS also swathed In white like the arm
ef a mummy

What the devil are shouted
Leo And echoed drearily
among those naked rocks But the crea-

ture IW not answer it only continued
to beckon

Leo walked up to it to assure himself
that we were not the victims of some
haliuclHition As he came it glided
back to its heMp of bones and stood
there Hke a ghost of one dead arisen
from amid these jbrutnlnff evidences of
death or rather a swathed corpse for
lhat Is what It resembled Leo followed
with the Intention of touching It to as
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sure hirrjsff of it reality whereon It
lifted Its whitewrapped arm and struck
him lightly on the breast Then as ho-
roooled it pointed with lie hand flrat
upward as though to the peak or the
sky and next at the wall of rock which
faced us

He returned to me saying What
shall we

Follow I suppose It may be a rnes-

Bn er from above and I nodclfl to-
ward the mountain crest

From below more likely L J mut-
tered for I dont like the look of this
guide

SUII he motioned with his hand to the
creature to pr x J Apparently t ut-

dfrstorri forlt turned to the left and
began to pick its way among the pt ns
anti u letons swiftly and without note
We followed fcr several hundred yards

it reaches a shallow cleft in the
rock This cleft we had seen already
hut as it appeared to end at a depth
of about thirty feet we passed on The
figure entered here and vanished

It must be a shadow said Leu
doubtfully

Nonsense I nswered shadow
dont strike one Go on

So he led the hors up the cert to
Shad that at the end It turned sharply-
to the right and that the form wa3
standing there awaiting us Forward it
went again and we after it down A tit
tIe gorge that grew ever gloomier till
it terminated ii what might have rt7
a cave or a gallery eat in the rod

Here our guide came back to us ap-

parently with the intention of taking
the horse by the bridle but at this
nearer sight of it the mute snortr ant
reared up so that it almost fell back-
ward upon me As It found tic fi t
again tile figure struck it on the
in the same passionless Inhuman
that it had struck Lw whereon th
horse trembled and burnt into a sweat
as though with fear making no further
attempt to escape or to disobey Then
It took tine side of the bridle In Its
swathed hand and Leo clinging to the
other we plunged into the tunneL

Our position was not pleasant for w
knew not whither ie were being led by
this horrible conductor and suspected
that It might be to meet our deaths In
the darkness Moreover I guc

till

I

f

I
u

heal
Wit Y

thai

tier
>

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

>

the path was narrow and bordered by
some gulf for as we went I heard ston s
fall apparently to a considerable depth
while tile poor horse lifted its feet gin-

gerly and snorted In abject fear At
length we saw daylight and nover was
I more gljid of its advent although it
showed us that there was a gull on
right and that the path we traveled
could not measure more than ten feet
In wfflth

Now we are out cf the tunneL that
evidently had saved us wide detour
and standing for the first time upon the
actual slope of the mountain which
stretched upward for a great number of
miles till it reached the snow line
above Here also we saw evidences of
human life for the ground was culti-
vated In pat ies and heds of mountain
sheep and ratle were visible In tho
distance
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Presently we entered a sully jouow
ins rough path that led along thv edt
of a raging torrent It wits a drools
place half a mile wide or more having
hundreds of fantastic lava bowlders
strewn about its slopes Before we hal
gone a mile I heard a shrill whistle awl
suddenly from behind these bowkter
sprang a number of men quite fifty of
them All we could note at the Urn
was that they were brawnj savage
looking fellows for the most part red
haired and bearded although their com-

plexions were rather dark who wore

spears and shields I should imagine
that they were not unlike the ancient
Pieta anti Scots as they appeared to the
invading Romans At i s they came ut-

tering their shrill whistling cries evi-

dently with the intention of spearing ua
on the spot

Now for it said Leo drawing his
sword for escape was impossible they
were aH around us Geodby Hor
aceGoodby I answered cat her faintly
understanding what the Khania ud
old Shaman meant when they said
that we should be killed we as-
cended the first stone of the mxtuttain

Meanwhile our guide
had slipped behind a grout bowlder ant
even then it occurred to me that h r
part in the tragedy being played she
if it were a woman at all was
drawing herself while we met our mis-
erable fate But here I did her injus-
tice for she had I suppose come to
save us from this very fate which with
out her presence re ctr-
talnly have When the sav-
ages were within a few yards suddenly
she appeared on the top of bowlder
looking a second Witch of Endor
anti stretched out her arm N a word
did she speak only strev hil t hey
draped arm nut the stau

To Be Continued Next Sunday
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