gt THE WASHINGTON TIMES, FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 1906. ik :
| 3 3 ]
z z % 7 ‘ h - ~ 1 ~ §
The U@}ﬁglgf‘!}grm}mﬁlmes IN THE CI ReLlE OF ;SQ(,I Y > | THE PERSONAL SIOE
_ FRANK §. MUNSEY Wi SIBLEY WL AT THE CAPITOL

Daily, one year......$3.00

Sunday, one year.....$2.50

Th nes is served in the city of Washington and District of Columbla by

newst who deliver and for the paper on their own account at the
{

rate of 6 cents a week for the ing and 3 cents a copy for the Sunday edition.

Remoxalof lnéompetent Clerks.

tightening of Congressional control over the expenditures of

~ The

A general
departments is proposed by the House Committee on Appro-

1

the severa

priations. That body has discovered definitively what has long been gen- : e -
erally believed—that the heads of the departmental service have not infre- | i
quently circumvented the restrictions of appropriation acts by the use of iM&nY Society People of Washington|
contingent and emergency allowances in ways not contemplated by the | Are Running Down for Few
sommittees; that the departmental printing allowances are larger than 4 Days >f Rest. |
need be; and that a portion of the clerks in the executive service are in- , {
efficient. ) | e £ f
The steps proposed to correct the two abuses first named are clear and .‘N il i g ‘”rl:.: =‘
businesslike. An enormous saving in the cost of departmental printing !in honor of the Vice President and Mrs. |
ought to be accomplished under the terms of the President's recent order, |Fairbanks the ? of ivs’rvsmmm‘
based upon the recommendations of the Keep Commission. Sharp prohi- ‘S:’:‘M;“‘”i g on Erassta
bitions against the diversion of funds allowed for one purpose to use for Baron and Baroness )losen will also |
another purpose are to be included in the present legislative appropriation |entertaln a dinner par - tonight, and |
act, if the House committee has its way. As for the clerks, the commit- | i, Sarret A TS S .
tee has acted upon the broad assumption that oid age and inefficlency are {New Wiliard 1 |
one, and (hat {t will lift the standard of the whole service by legislating ! ars. Fairt : M.gayf
the old clerks out of their places by means of graded reductions in pay. :Y!m!“ :I\ e ‘::\' » where

Thus the whole problem of adjusting the internal administration of the
departments the merit system as well as the original employment of
clerks is brought nearer to a focus. Congressmen generally do not expect
the committee recommend ns to carry. But they will surely be much
discussed th of the discussion the whole matter
ing superannuated cl clerks otherwise
ing removals for inefficiency, and
ceptional personal judgment will,

The measure proposed by the committee, with all deference to the judg-
ment of those who have voted to report it, fails in two important respects
—it must inevitably not reach a great number of incompetent clerks who
are under sixty-five years of age; and it must inevitably punish a great
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it is to be hoped, be fairly considered.
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ENTERTAIN TONIGHT

Viee President and Mprs.

number of competent clerks who are more than sixty-five years of age.

In the departments, as elsewhere, advencing years may fairly be
presumed to weaken the facuities of many men. How many, no one
seems to know. The estimate of Civil Service Commissioner Cooley Is

are ten per cent less efficient
are younger. That of the committee

that the clerks over seventy years of age
than the same number of clerks wbe

is that the loss in efficlency is tw

it

vV Inan over seventy

nty-five per cent.

Accepting the larger figure, surely does not follow that this failing
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non-governmental business, is that in special cases men grow distinctly il -
more valuable as they advance in ars, as undeniably as others lose Mrs. George B 1
their grip How, otherwise, is the composition of the Senate to be ex- o
plained, with twenty-six members more than sixty-five years old? Or

the presence in the Cabinet of Messrs. Hitchcock

? Or the

both more
unanimous vote of the House Republicans to re-

and Wilson,
than seventy’

elect Mr

.

annon Speaker at sixty-ni

That so brcad a provision must, in all certainty, work injustice would

probably be admitted by every member of the House committee. That

the service must suffer accordingly—through the loss of valuable men and

the removal of all reward for experience and faithfulness—would prob-

ably le admitted also. It is the judgment of the members of the commit-

rwever, and more than one bureau chief, that the loss from that

ce would not, and could not, equal the loss the departments now sus-
tain tFrough the retenti in off of ¢ who have ontllved their |
usefulness '

Probably that is true. But it is no justification of the project to dis-
m all clerks when they become seventy vears of age, even if it is true. s
Good administration requires the dismissal of the clerks wha are incom- |
petent, whatever their age. By that means “the loss the departments

tion in office of clerks who have outlived

he lo sustain through the retention
in office of clerk: are of e, whatever their age, would
both be obviated and no counterbalance of loss be created.

Why is this ks not effective now? The law is broad
enough without the amendment proposed by the House Committee on
Appropriations. All that is needed is that .he heads of the several bu-
reaus shall act. In the Pension Office Commissioner Warner has found
warrant for the reduction of incompetents, some old and some young.

A similar course is planned in at least one other branch of the service.
Why has it not been adopted throughout the service?

The twofold:

1. That many bureau chiefs have been unwilling to act.

2. That practically the whole body of Congre
ing the bureau chiefs should act.

After a me working years of his life to the depart-

answer is

smen have been unwill-

n has given the

ments, and there is op to him no means of retirement with pay, it is
not surprising that he: should hesitate to discharge him.
That situation could some sort of a retirement scheme,
and the sooner one is e better. The altermative is action

like that recently had by mer Warner—reductions and dismissals
according to the capability of each clerk. That requires courage and it

Wasson,

Mrs
formerly

e Brazilian ambas
the

d Alte

and Portuguese

will leave

Major and Mrs. Burr

rracks ent ed

|

GUESTS AT DINNERS

MRS. GEORGE E. GILBERT,
An Attractive Kentucky Woman, Who Figures in the Congressional Set at the
Riggs House.
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Biue Grass State Blossoms Into Poein and
Frose in Defense ¢f Some of lts Time-
Honored Institutions.

* — —
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li Palmer of Pennsy'vania.

| Representative Palmer of Penns
",\'mxla is courteous to a degree, but he is
laleo exceedingly business-like, and “he
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Walker Now Wiser.

H. Walker, clerk of the Senate
Committes on the District of Columbia,
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During the consideration in the Senate
of the bill
of the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians,
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REPORTED SERIOUSLY ILL

NEW YORK, March 9.—igs _,‘,m.,{ MANILA, March 9.—Three hundred
D. Rockfeller, jr., is ill at \ome, 13{ Americans and a large number of Fili-
West Fifty-fourth street. condi- | pinos gave a banquet for Gen. James H.
tion is such that her father, Senator|Smith, who_ will assume the governor-
Aldrich of Rhode Island, has come on ship of the Philippines.
here from Washington, s0 as to be

WARM UP!

Oh, bluebird, who came oversoon,
We trust you were fully feathered,

And that the late severity
Successfully you weathered;

near his daughter.

While Mrs. Rockefeller's illness is not
thought to be alarming, every precau-
tion is belng taken to prevent a serious

turn. And likewise that you'll make good on—
No information about her could be|. .0 Spite of those who scoff it—

The reputation you've had long
Of spring's first, unscooped prophet.
—Ilndianapolis News.

obtained at the Rockefeller home early

today.

~

Mrs, Lee Kerngood, of
the guest of her mother,
man, of Cincinnati ¢

Baltimore,
Mrs.

is
A, Her-

David Rice, of N

York city, spent
a few days here ek,

of
spent a few days here on his way

ichard Gross, New York city,

South.

The following Washington people are
visiting in New York today:

Miss Henriques A, Hildrebrand, W. W.
haerer, W. Brooks, W. E. Colwell,
H. G. Frebboinghause, H. C. Parker,
C. D. Richardson, J. R. Weed, E. E.
Jenkins, J. L. Gerry, J. J. Harrower,
H, B. Jordon, J. E. Luckett, T. B. Mor-
gan, M. J. Porter, W. G. Resé.

-

President Fallieres. On_ leaving the
palace M. Poincaire said President Fal-
lieres had merely asked his opinion in
regard to the organization of a new
ministry.

President ailieres then summeoned
Deputy Sarrien, to whom it is under-

stood the premiership was offered yes-
terday. for another conference in re-
gard to the cabinet crisis.

KING CARLOS NEARLY HIT
BY MAD BULL AT FIGHT

LISBON, March 9% —An angry bull
charged the royal suite, missing the
carriage of King Carlos. but overturn-
g and killing a horse.

central office, yesterday, wiill be taken
to the Police Court for a prellminary
hearing tomorrow morning.

Grant admitted to Captain Boardman

that he had gotten adout $300 from local
business men.

MARRIAGE LICENSES.
Stephen Thomas, Hyattsville,
and Potsey Ford. Tuxedo. Md.

Henry B. Shoff and Lena M. Coursey,
both of Bonview, Pa,

Joseph C. Ridinger. and Emeline M.
Reinhart, Poral, Ohlo.

Wiillle Goram and Jessie White.
Samuel B. Trewalla and Maria L.
Halley,

Ma.,

listed as one of the men placed on the
committea for the express purpose of
carrying out the Speaker’s purpose of
killing it. But General Grosvenor and
others of the advocates of the meas-
ure have by no means glven up hopes
of it. They are working like beavers,
and if they do not succeed in getting a
| report it will be no fault of their in-
| tentions.

“Lo the peopic of the United States
really want to keep the Philippines?” is
the inquiry often heard in Congressiona.
circles nowadays. Senator Hale has
been quoted as declaring that he doesn’t
think they do; that on the other hand,

manufactures all the different kinds of
shoe machinery.

PATRICK H. BURKE
DIES AT GARFIELD

Patrick H. Burke, proprietor of a
liquor store at Twenty-fourth and H
streets northwest, died yesterday after-
noon at Garfield Hospital, as the pe-
sult of a severe illness. Arrangements
for the funeral will not be made until
the arrival of a brother from Hot
Springs, Ark.

e I8 suryived by his widow, Mary
Burke, and two brothers, one of whom
resides in Wasbington,




