BARON AND BARONESS TAKAHIRA,
The New Japanese Ambassador and His

Wife.

EW ambassadors from

two of the greatest far-

Bastern powers, Japan

and China, have recent-

ly been accredited to the United
States.

They are Baron Kogoro Taka-
hira, ambassador extraordinary and
plenipotentiary from the Japanese
empire, and his éxcellency Wu
Ting-fang, Chinese minister to
Washington. While both are recent
appointments, both have before
held the same posts in the Capital
of the United States, excepting that
when Baron Takahira represented

his country here before he was
only Japanese minister, the em-
bassy at that time not having been

r:used to the first diplomatic rank.
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His Friendly Message.
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papers the day after.

Here is what and there is
no reason to doubt his rity and
good feeling

“YT wish to say,” the baron began,
“that I amn ve i

brck to this grea
ent capsc

ry in my pres-
a 1y, in splta of
all excitement and speculation report-
ed from time to time through the
newspapers that there has been no
change in the that exists
between the Tnite and Japan,
8 friendship that ha historic 4
established between ther The
both as sinecers as ¢ver In the
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able motive that can be attributed is
that it is 2 navnl mansuver on a great

scale,

“The United States iz a country of
paeific Intentions, a fact that |Is
proved by {ta history. We szay in our
proverb, ‘Do not forget war in time of
j€ace,” and so it must be constdered

among the necessities of a great coun-
try Hke the Unlited States to ascertain
from time to time the working ca-
pacity of its ships and the good dis-
cipline of its men. The United Stutes
will certalnly learn a great deal by so
long & crulse of so great a fleet. They
are not only going to the Pscific coast,
but they are at the same time going
througk the waters of South America,
and If there is any damonstration it
must be the demonstration to the
world of the power of the United
States to send out at any moment a
puflicient force in support of the legi-
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WU TING-FANG,
New Minister From China.

timate causes that are alwayvs at the
bottom of American diplomacy

w %
No Reason for Suspicion.
‘““Therefore, we have no reason toc

be suapicious about ths visit of the At-
lantic fleet to the Pacifia. You may
have noticed that the Japaness news-
papers have been publishing lately
their desire that the fleet should wvisit
Japan. This shows hqw the Japanese
pecple regard the cruise. All the war
talk which I have heard has been
published here frequently In connec-
tion with that cruise, {s utterly unin-
telligible to me. On the other side of
the Atlantic where I have been I sav
many prominent men smile at suci
news and refer to it as a smoke with-
out a fire, and dismiss It as commor-
clal news—that is, news spread out to
conserve some special interest of the
newspapers. I am only telling you
what I heard from others, and
is a pity that such impressions should
have been allowed to be created, even
against a small portion of the Ameri-
can press.

“You know that it has been said by
one of America’'s famous generals that
‘War is hell.’ It is now a concurrent
opinion among the best military ex-
perts of all the great powers that war
is more helilsh than it used to be,
owing to the great sclentific improve-
ments that have been constantly ap-
plied to the manufacture of man-
slaughtering machines. It 1s impos-
sible, in my opinion, for any man of
ordinary sanity to think of war be-
tween thé United States and Japan,
in face cf tho sincere friendship that
actually exists between them. It is a
erime against humanity, and a crime
against the well being of all man-
kind, Buch a war, if ever fought,
would be the most inhuman event in
the world's history. Our people at
least, do not think of the posqibn!u
of such an unfortunate event.’

This interview he has recently re-
iterated at the embassy In Washing-

ton.
" "W
In Washington Now.

Baron Takahira has presented his
credentials to the Presldent, and has
taken up the duties of his new post.
Needless to say, he and Baronass
Takahira have received a warm wel-
vome In Washington.

The new Japanese ambassador has
had an eventful life in the service of
his country. His career {8 & record
of continuous success, from the day
when, In 1876, he entered the foreign
office at Tokyo as & student attache.
‘What he has done In the past is ample

guarantee of what he will accomplish

in the near future. Born in 1854 as a
member of the upper, but not titled,
class, his success from modest begin-
nings makes him what would be
termed in this country a self-made
man. After passing through the
schools of Tokyo, at the age of
twenty-two, he entered the service of
the state as a student attache. With
a knowledge of English, French, Ger-
man, and Chinese, he was well quali-
fled to succeed in the career which he
had adopted.

After serving three years in the
home foreign cffice, he was In 1879
sent to Washington as an attache of
the Japanese legation. Within two
years he was promoted to the pust of
secretary, a most important one for
a young man twenty-seven years of
age. In 1882 he was called home to
become secretary to the foreign office.
Three years later he was sent to
Korea as charge d'affaires and acting
sonsul general. He held this impor-
tant diplomatic post for four years,
after which he was recalled to Japan
and placed in charge of the political
bureau of the foreign office.

Having gained several years’ fur-
ther experience at home he was
sent in 1882 to this country as Jap-
anese Consul General at New York.
The following year he was appointed
minister resident to Holland and
Denmark. The next recognition of
his diplomatic abilities came in the
form of an appeintment as envoy
extraordinarv and minister pienipo-
tentiary to icaly, and later to Aus-
tria and Sweden. Called home once
aga!n, he was appointed vice min-
ister of foreign affairs at Tokyo.
In 1800 he returned to this country
as Japanese minister at Washington.

The past year he has been Ambas-
sador to Italy.
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Takahira’s Great Opportunity.

It was as minister to the United
States, during the trying period of
the Russo-Japanese war, that Baron
Takahira® found his opportunity to
demonstrate to his homs office and
to the world at large that as a
diplomat he was outclagsed by none.
As plain Mr. Takahira, his title of
baron being later conferred upon
him, the Japanese minister was pit-
ted against Count Cassinl, Russian
ambassador, dean of the Diplomatic
Corps at Washington, and universal-
ly recognized as one of the foremost
diplomats of the world. The finev-
itable diplomatic struggle between
the two rivals took place In a coun-
try the good will of which was of
paramount importance to each of the
combatants, and which, under the
direction of Presldent Roosevelt, ul-
timately resulted in bringing the
great confliet to a peaceful close,

Peraonally, Baron Takahira {s & man
whom auy one would like to mest. He
is five feet seven inches tall, with
hroad slightly stooped shoulders, black
bair, mustache streaked with gray,
und keen, penetrating eyes. He im-
presses one upon first meeting as rath-
er nervous and ever on the alert, but
this characteristic molds so well with
his affable menner and ready speech
that it is not offensivs. He might be
desoribed as American In some of his
ways, being democratic in the ex-
treme and easily accessible Lo visitors,
He is extremely punctiliious about his

business and social obligations, never’

failing to keep an appointment or an-
swer a lettér, no metter how trivial

the matter may seem. Although es-
sontially a worker He finds time L-- at-
tend soclal entertaln Ly

guets, having made v i
York and other parts of ih
during his previous stay
ton.
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A elebrated Chinaman.
The other newcomer, soon to be
mong the foreign represental 3 In
Washington, is an old friend —His
Exeellency Wu Ting-fung, Chinese iin
Like Baron Taxahire, Wu 7ing-
feng once before represented his coun-
try In Washington He was re !
i1 Novembor, 192, rurmnor says, ti
the jealously of high Chinese offic
and on his return to China was

ister

sgated to & back seat by the Pekin
governrent. -
But a aan of Wu Ting-fang’'s mertal

ealiber . suld rot long be kept in the
background, but he might have re-
mained in compsarative ohscurily haot

1
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and its
>

not the Russo-Japanese WwWar
sttendant circumstances forced
Wai-Wu-Pu, or highest Chinese gov-

erning cabinet, inte more intimats ra-

lations with foreign powers., It was
compelled to resort to Wu for Infor-
mation and advice, and he was mads
vice president of the board.

undrrgoing

nera-

At that time China was
a mild kind of governmental €
tion and reforms were being iried
Wu was in favor of reforms and
among those which he advocated w
a revision of tho civil and crimi
codes. He pointed out, with evident
truth, that so long as China re 23 |
ner present semi-barbarous codes she
could never hopes to secure the abrii-
tion of extra-territoriality, which is at
present and has always been an Ir-
ritating Mmitation upon the nution's

autonomy.
“mxcellent,” sald the board presi-
dents, “and who is better qualifie?

to conduot such a revision than th:
suthor of the suggestion?™ 8o a
board of revision for the civil and
eriminal codes was appointed, and Wu
placed at the head of it. Now, In the
abstract to reform the codes is a use-
ful and, In the case of China, a very
necassary work: but, unfortunately
this waa one of the numerous ‘re-
form’ commissions which wers not ex-
vected to do anything but Investigate
and memoralize. 80 Wu, as president
of this commission, found himself
virtually stdetracked for a time.

w w

Wu's Herculean Task.

Reform in China {a easy to talk
about, but a stupendous task In real-
#y, 0 Wu could not accomplish very
much in beating against the centuries-
old customs of his country. A Chinese
residing for a long time abroad, »
especially in the atmosphere of the
United States, Is apt to imbibe some-
thing of our =pirit and institutions,
and to foel that the task of reforming
China is less difficult than it {s. Re-
turning to take up the task in China,
coming again in toudh with the stif-
ling influence of tho. old official en-
vircnment, such men are more apt ¢o
become discouras§i than others who
have remalined in closer contact with
the problem. Wu had this experience.

Thomas F. Millard, a New York
journalist, recently Interviewed Wu in
his home in China. In telllng of the
boyocott, which cost American export-
ers millionas In trade, Wu, with & smile,
said:

“l see that some newspaners In
America, in commenting upon my ap-
pointment, intimate that I was In-
strumental in instigating the boyoott
against American goods. Do you
think people in America belleve that?'*

Millard told him that ne did not
think that well-informed persons
credited such acousations, and recall-
od that at the inception of the boy-
cott, nearly three years ago, he had
called upon him at his home in Pekin
and discussed the matter with him.

“Yes, yes, I remember,” Wu said
“Then you know that I was in the
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north all during the t=uble. At the
time a newspaper in America printed

a story that 1 was helping the anti-
American agit=tion, and the late John
Goodnow, then your consul general

re, wrote to me, suggesting that I
d him a letter for publication de-
iying the charge. 1 wrote Mr. Good-
now that if I formally replied to all
the ¢ -»l‘sh rumors which were put in

. I would have time for

and that I preferred to
felt sure that my
friends In America would not belleve
such reports.”

"w o

Glad to Return to Washington.

Before Wu salled from Shanghai re-
cently he gave out an interview in
which he sald:

“lI am glad to go. 1 have many
friends in the United States whom 1
will be glad to see again, and I recall
with pleasure the years I spent there.

Hrg else,

ignore them H

To be returned by my own govern-
ment, and to be cordially recelved by
vours, is a complin‘ent and an honor

which ] appreciate. The relations be-
tween China and America, always im-
portant owing to their being the two
continental powers bordering the
Pacifie, are growing closer every year,
and I shall try to promote the cordial
feeling . which now exists. China re-
gards America as her especial friand
among the Western nations, and will
do her best to preserve this friend-
ship.’

Wu Ting-fang is about sixty years
old. During his boyhood he learned
to speak English. He studied law in
England, and was admitted to the par
at Lincoln’s Inn. In 1877. Subsaquently
he was, successively, a magistrate In
Hongkong, legal adviser to Ii Hung
Chang, and an officlal in the foreign
office, Pekin. Barly in 1887, he pre-
sented his credentials as minister to

great

this country. While here he won much
popularity and attracted great atten~
tion. He is broad and liberal in his
views, iz belleved to be a Christian
at heart, and is noted as a witty and
brilliant speaker. He owns an ex-
pensive and modern residence in
Shanghai, and Is reputed to be very
wealthy.
w ¥

A Great Questioner.

When in America before, Wu was
known &s the human interrogation
point. Once in Washington, ¢lad in
& wealth of brocaded silk and ermine,
Minister Wu Ting-fang was the cen-
tral figure in the midst of an admiring
throng of ladles at an informal recep-
tion, held in the parlors of the Riggs
House, incidental to the fifth annual
banquet ¢f the Washington Coillege of
IL.aw, at which he was the guest of
honor. Not only was the dipiomat
from the Far East the guest of honor,
but the principal toast of the evening
had been assigned teo him, “The Ameri-
can Woman.”

At the reception in the parlors he
expressed his interrogatory powers to
their fullest extent on each and every
one presented to him, but on the mind
of Master Thomas Dobscn, the youth-
ful and talented soprano solcist of St.
Johm's Protestant Episcopal Church,
he left the Impression of being a veri-
table interrogation point.

When- :ntroduced to Master Dohson,
and informed that he & sopranoc
solcist, Minister Wu began-

““Do you sing? Do you sing soprano?
Why do you sing soprano? Are you
a woman? Is not soprano what the
giris sing? How high can you sing?
Where are you from? Portland?
Why, you sing a long way, don't you?
All the way from Portland. Ha ha,
ha!™

When introduced by the toastmistress,
Miss Florence E. Clark, to respond to
the toast, “The American Woman,”
Mirister Wu's face lighted up with
evident pleasure and pride. ‘“What
shall I call you?" he began, “Shall I
call you chairwoman,” and so on
through a witty and brilliant speech.

Wu, accompanied by sixteen noble
and aspiring Chinese youths, who will
study in this country, is on his way
to Washington now., Two of the stu-
dents who will accompany Wu Ting-
fang to America are song of Liang
Ju-Hoa, the present taotai of Shang-
hai. Liang was himself edueated in
America

Wu will arrive in
first week in March.
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'Boneless Chicken
By Chinese at

Served Whol
Merchant Banqiet

B

NE million firecrackers, set off
in immense strings fifteen
feet long and making a din
which sounded ltke the bat-

tle of Wel Hal Wei, provided the
climax of the most wonderful ban-
quet ever served in St. Paul, given
by 100 Chinese residents to the mayor
and city officlals and a select list of
invited guests to oelebrate the advent
of the Chinese New Year. Moy Jim
was the over-chief of the hosts and
stood at the head of a recelving line
of white-uniformed Chinese.

The guests, numbering 200, set down
to a banquet the tale of which will
last while there are Irish in the coun-

cil. Whole chickens without a break
in the skin, proved tc¢ have been boned
so thoroughly that they were served
with & spoon instead of & carving
knife. Tender squabs appeared, like-
wise absolutely free of bones, yet with
skin unbroken. Chinese bird's nest
soup was one of the pileces de resist-
ance, and King Chow flsh ccoupled
a prominent place on the menu of
fifteen elaborats oourses. Chicken
chog suey, so delicately and wonder-
fully prepared that the ordinary kind
is coarse and unpalatabie in compari-
son, and “em sum,” a Chinese joke
made of snalls, were other delicacies
served.

The dessert was Chinese fruit oake
and delicious Oriental confections,
with red and white Chinese jelly and
a tremendous variety of wines. A
white wine made from rice was served
with every course, Moy Jim and his
assistants pouring It from curious
wicker-bound bottles direct from Tien
Tsin, A wonderful Chinese brandy
from a bottle, which looked like &
Fourth of July bomb, and of almost
priceless value, was served in tiny
glasses, and proved so strong that
the ordinary Scotch and rye varieties
were like milk in comparison,

“Can get stronger if don't likee led
kind,” remarked Mo: Jim with a grin,
and he produced & white species of
strength sevenfold greater, but none
of the Occidental brethren dared take
a chance.

Course after course of curious dain-
tles was served, and afterward there
were toasts and the usual formal
ties of an American dinner Moy Jim
and several of his Chinese associates
responded. Jim I8 a Catholic and his
parish priest was one of the guests
He is also a citizen.

March 1. 1908




