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“ NCLEAN, un

clean!” they
eried, and stood
afar off.

For three thousand vears
men have been compelled to
hear that voice of doom.

““Come not near, I am a
leper,’’ said the sick man in
the '1:1.'\ S I«»H;’ before Christ,
and with his admission the:
as now, came the realization
that he had drained Life’s
cup of sorrow to its bitter-

est dregs.

Seience has done
nothing for the leper ey
cept to isolate him, as it 1S

ever done. When the sign of

death appears beneath the

\\'hiln‘nm:.{ skin, the door of
I)lr}n' has closed; the sur has
set; the last wateh has be
gun, It

time,

HH[_\ a “H"\T.H!l ‘1{'
There sits in Washineton
today—a leper. The Leper
of Lynn and the

Washington

for both places might elann

]__:-}u‘;' of

they eall him,

him and vet neither do. Tt
is the hand of fate—he is an
outeast, he i1s unclean.

John Early is his name,
Early the leper from Lynn,

N. ., who came te Washing

ton a week ago in search of
3;.1_{;..;;. for he had fun‘j.{}[{
i ‘

ong in his ='HHHH"‘. 'S cause

in I;.‘l

He knew not the natur> of

distant Philippines.
his disease —only that he
Behind 1n the lit-
tle North Carolina town he
left a
baby—till he returned

was sick.

wife and a ycar old
with

he pension. Mavhap he

shall return again;

never

mayhap, although he prayvs

. - .
not, he shall not see them

> 1 - i _
again. But he is a leper ana
what can one do?
T Al El 8 o 14 mi
l g ey -
i ttle tent, dow
of the
eard th
fo 1l ave
tehing th ¥, 1 have
asily and yet pityingl; looked at
th straught man as °* paced liked
up id down the
prison Wil never
Ther i mflity on

one o him and

put your arms

you dare

inclean

so yvou begin t,

o try to

understand how he bears up under
ft all. "Tis then th.at vou get an in-
Bight Into the leper's soul and you
leirn of the peace of whic). there is no

unlerstarding

“I am a Christian,” said the do ymed
“and that is why I ecan bear
fortitude the fate that ha: over-

me (oday

Three rvears ugo I
Was converted in a little

hurch in
Plattsburg, N. Y., but the John Early
of those days never dreamed il at the
grace he found then would stand Jot

in
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Knows He'’s a Leper.

"W wat 1 «f B
t ked . t
E ¥ with tear
' 8 s 1 Mt t
er i ré dica Lhe rae
g ged W ng
g ]« i Ko
sid
. rs knew
t ‘r t, ti

hum

comfort when he re-
was no luw

ther i
" hem all

he does,

vife ind baby

reads his Lible. 1t

hira, and God knows a ms:

needs comfort So we list

him plan and hope for br

whe he s ge s

1 € 1 E 1 | 1

iga o wif ind bab
w w

I Eays t had 1 her
d Ken t i €T Ccolony
1 ed o a =il more horrible
living deat lsvlated from all who
love him and whom he loves Ihere
I¥ a special lazax naintained lor
lepers by the State of Loulsiana, about
Se C I tie ate being
segregaled Lhere in
| nonexation of the fawalian
I CH 1 Unlted States brought
is G i1t face to face with the
leper A commission was

aFine and Lic

K had hur

Y be-
American war
mber, 188, D. A
extended

he Islands. There

ade an

then in 1¢ leper settlement

Molokai a total of 1,073 lepers, includ-

¥8 and 130 girls

The r colony at Mo'okai is main-
tained at an annual expense to the
Goverrment of more than $86.000, the
Government housirg feeding, and

clothirg all its inhabit

Tl.\'\t‘ ‘S
1y average of 1,000 lepers In the coil-
The colony also em-
§ a number of “‘clean

ony at all ties

bri

persons,
who are emploved as helpers, priests,
and assistants
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Restrictions on Visitors.

Under the new rules,

3

visitors are
not allowed to embrace, touch, or kiss
the lepers, but may visit and converse
with them at any time separated Yy a
double wire fance ‘
Egypt is considered the cradle of
leprosy, and it has existed there since
quite ancient times. It has existed in
india at least 3,000 years. Leprosy was
described by & writer in China 2000
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years ago. Greece had seen the disease
before Hippocrates wrote of it
Romans contracted it from the Greeks;
the troops of Pompe 4 ed

Itaily in the first cent befd
i om the

duced the disease |

Ireland, Norway, Swe
European countries 1

The invasion of America by the disease
ha: never been traced

sagregation of lepers alwavs
Leen practiced The Fersians exiled
lepers in the days of iferodotus. The

‘aws of Moses provided the segregation
of lepers as soon as the disease was
found. No more eloguent description
of the presence and the ¢l ing of
the leper could b

found than Is 1
tained In the ancient prophet's |le-

viticus.,

"w "w

In the Middi: Ages.

in the Middle Ag
established in F

'S leprosies were

ice under

Clhiap~
lains, and the lepers were made to
garb themnselves alike anu tu bear a
rattle, warning all clean poople of
iheir approach. At the time
VILL Lhere were
Fragce. In the British isles isolation
was enforced, cowls, gray habits,
sticks, and clappers %eing furnished
the unfortunates. In modern times
strict segregailon is practiced in near-
Iy ali inmsiances where

tound.

L leper (L VEE

lepers are

an this coanection, and Early himself
pins his faith ou these passages as he
ties in his tent on the outskirts of
Washington, 1t isg ‘nteresting to -note
that Moses and the ancient writers
took it for granted that jeprosy was a
curable disease, One is told that the
lepers were even allowed to go about
the streets to beg; that they sat upon
church steps and asked alms in
Abyssinia to this day these things
are geen, and in many of the jeper-rid-
den countries of the Old World the
svnagogues and churches were pro-
vided with separate pews, where the
unfortunates might attend servicgs.
“The Door of Lepers” was known to
many a ehvrch and considered a mat-
ter of course. Only the touch was
considered profane, and the lepers
might mingle among the people so
long as they disclosed their identity
and remained aloof from the “clean.”
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ingering a little red P'lle his
wollen hands benumbed to the touch
Iis precious. pages nis

eyes haif

ed at times as the iepr welts
his forehead imprint deeper the
of the white death; med as
ent Naaman was shunned, i
| as those who sought the Naza

sits the leper of Washington
2 «Jeper of modern days
And there came a leper to Him,
beseeching hilm, and kneeling down to
Him, and saying unto Him, If Thou
wilt Thou 2anst make me ciean.
“And Jesus moved to compassion put
forth His band, and touched him an:
iyveth unto him, 1 wiil, be thou clean
a8 scon as He had spoken, imme-
rted from him

A
diately the leprosy de
and he was cleansed.”

Thus the leper of Washington reads
irom the Scriptures that have come
down ‘through all the years, and is
comforted® “They are my mainstay
now—My God and my Bible—for 1
know that I am a leper, and that men
must shun me. Somehow, 1 have been
reconciled since 1 learned the truth
God must have prepared me for the
awakening. I only ask that humanity
may be kind to my helpless wife and
child, whether 1 shall be permitted to
live out my days within their care I
do not know. I am a leper, ind it is
not for me to say."

b3 w
A Pathetic Scene.

And Early ran his hands nervously
through the sunny hair that straggled
down as though to hide the spotted
forehead; through the mist of tears
that suddenly filled two frank biue
eyves gleamed the light of hope and
then the shadow of despair; inces-
santly he paced before the little six-by-
ten tent that represents home a space
in which Is crowded all the tragel3:r
of life and the hopelessness of a Ha-
gering death. Those who saw the
pathetic figure as It stood In rellef
against a near-by potter's fleld will
never efface the scene from memory,
nor ghall they wish to see its like
again,

Thus Early meets his interviewers
and has watched them involuntarily
shudder and wihdraw as he in his
restiessness would overstep the dead
line. He craves sympathy, tor to him

tis the Balm of Gilead and he for-
gels,

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

“My! soul, my heart is alive, and
thirsting for the something that will
help me spend my days in peace;
this old body is dead, according to the
code of Moses, ang there is no hope
for it,”" he says, resignedly.

It is not as though the ;uan were
condemned to death by law «f man,
for there Is hope of pardon and re-
prieve with them. The law can do
nothing for unfortumate Early uniless
it grants the pension he asks for his
nine years of army service and the
loss of his health in the Philippines.

w W
Case of Father Damien.

Karly, llke Father Damien, whe Is
1ww devoting his life to missionary
work among the leper colony of Ma-
lokai, Is a martyr tn duty. The story
of Father Darien, who has become
one of the loathed sect in order that
he might do the bidding of the Master,
is one of the most herolc seif-sacrifice
in historical annals.

“Have you read Ben Hur, or have
you seéen the never to be forgotten
scene in the immortal play wherein
the Nazarene cleanses the leprous
mother of Hur and his sister, Tirzah,
a® they languished in the valiey of
Cedron,” the modern leper of the Na-
tion’s Capital, was asked. He had not,
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Ahose Jouch:
SLOW -and
~ AWMUl DEATH

he sald. ané perhaps 'tis better so,
for there¢ was never a more graphic
picture of human misery painted than
that by Gen. Lew Wallace, when hLe
wrote of Tirzeini and her mother:
“When she beganito think, mother
like, it was not of herself, but her
child. Bhe bLurled her knowledge in
ber heart; hopeless herself, she re-
doubled her devotion to Tirzah and
with wonderful ingenuity continued to
keep the daughter ignorant of what
they were beset with, and even hope-
ful that it was nothing. She repeated
her little games and retold her stor-
ies, and invented new onee, and lis-
tened with ever so much pleasure to
the sgngs she would have from Tirzah,
while on her own wasting lips the
pealms of the singing king of their
rece served to bring sootling of for-
getfulness and keep alive within them
both the recollection of the God who
would seen: to have abandoned them

—the world not htly or utterly.
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Marks of Disease,
“Slowly, steadily, with horrible cer-
tainty, the disease spread, after a
while bleaching their heads white,

-

- Washivgion -

eating holes in thelr lips and eyeldn
and covering their body with scales;
it fell to eir thro shrilling
voices, and to their joints, hasd-
cartileges—
and as the mother knew, past
» it was affecting their lungs
eries and bones, at each ad-
king the sufferers more and
more loathsome, and so it would con-
tinue till death, which might be yedrs
before them.

‘Still as is the force of habit, these
s0 aftiicted grew in time not merely
to speak composedly of thelr own dis-
ield the hideous trans-
f their persons as of

ening the tissues and
reme«
and at

vunce m

€ase; they

formatuon o
course, and in despiie clung to exist-
ence.

‘And yet the ol

Id happy life could
never be again. If

she
house called home it wo
at the gate and cry

clean She must go abo
yearning of love alive
strong as ever, and m
even, because return in k
be. The boy of whom she ha
stantiy thought, and with
promises such as mothers
delight in, must, at meeting
afar off. If he held 1
to her and cal
fur very love of 1
Unclean, unciean.’
And so it was in the days of Hur,
in the days of the Christ, nearly 2,
years ago. And so it is today, for the
touch of leprosy is death, and despite
science, a leper is a leper still

-

_ WHAT IS LEPROSY? |

|

By EVELYN G. MITCHELL
(Author of “Mosquito Life”).

N the misty past, more than three
thousand

years ago lepros
reared its terrible head amid the
jungles of Africa e anciewy
records tell us how, from 1the
“glephant country,” it followed
the colored traders and captives t
domain of the Phara India

in her remotest history, tells of
dread scourge and today stands curs
with 400,000 victims., From Africa ar
Asia the disease with merchants and
conquercrs as bearers, spread fo
Greece, where it was known, to some
extent, 3456 B. C. Like a Nemesis {t
traveled with the spoils of the Roman
cohorts to the Eternal City, and thence
followed her armies from Europe
There it increased with the wander-
ings of the barbarians and rose to an
ippalling pitch immediately after the
rusades.

The Portuguese and

Spanish ex-

Faraee &,zzyzavj’

plorers, and, iater, the Africans,
brought by lh’ﬂla\'k traders, planted
it on the virgin s=ofl of America, where
today it is in certain regions (Florida
and Louisiana) becoming slowly epi-
demic; and South America, where it
has reached an alarming point., The
Malay Archipelago and the Philip-
pines, saveral centuries ago, were in-
fected from Chinese traders, and
Japan has probably 40,000 to 50,000
cases, so that the disease 1§ now
world-wide.

We are apt to think of leprosy in
this eountry as a rare thing, a re-
mote possibility. Yet, in 1902 the
Marine Hospita' Service reports 278
cases in Louisiana alone. One hun-
dred and fi%%y-five of these ware hos-
pitel cases. How many more conceal-
ed themselses it is impossibie to say.
Dr. Alvert Ashmead reports that in
New York city he personally knows
of sixte~n cases at large, and believes
that there are at least a hundred in
the city! One leper is a teller of a
large bank, where, with sore and often
ungloved hands, he handles the cur-
rency. Another is a society woman
of the “four hundred,” who does not
know the nature of her disease. All
cities with a large Scandinavian popu-

lation are especially endnn(-’od. Nor-

way, in particular, having an enor
mous percentage of lepers.

% %
Origin of Leprosy,
prosy is aused

ng leprous-

1 1 Ip form the
bacilius Is a rod, similar to the ba-
cillug of tuberculosis, and leprosy ap-
I be closely connected with this

isolation of lepers certainly
spread of the disease, as
re proves in Hawaii there
no danger by communicat-
al we shall see
t

I leper. Why,
. Not more than two or three of
he many attendants of lepers are re-
ported as having con ted the dis-
ease it is almost ne

1
t

leprous husbands or wiy

are never born lepers t

contaminated after birth T great
roiists of the world a t that

tious and not he-
ry. Not over § per cent of known
have leprous parentags

Then how is the disease spread. It
is to be noted that (ts CALEST TAVe
the popu~
, crowd-
where salt f

wi

.
tiall itrefied and evil-
ondition, or raw fish forms

sme
a zr dietary staple. The lower
lasses are worst affected. Cli-
mate seems to have n 18 to do with
i Tropical Hawa¥ frigid Ice-

are Tected. 1€ connecs

was noted
Gilbert
The fish are
ed apparently by ‘nsects, with
i originally in the body of some

. 3 3
By Bites of Insects.

The insects can also carry the dis-
ease directly, from man to ian, by
their bites. It 18 known that in Colombia
and Argentina fleas are respomsible
for the spread of the disease. Bed-
bugs, alsc, are on the list as having
triansmitted the malady. The baeilll
have been demonstrated in the in-
testines of both these insects, as well
as in the stomachs of the common
house mosquito, and of cther mosgui-
toes, It is perfectly poseible that any
biting insect might secure a supply
of germs from & leper and inoculate
one or more victims. A case of a Jap-
aness is reported in wkich a mosquito,
crushed on broken skin, transmitted
the infectjon.

The ill-odored fish, above referred
to, is doubtless a great attraction teo
insects and easily infected, both by
the baclili rubbed from thelr beaks
and the deposition of their germ-laden
feces upon it. This, of course, would
hold good of other food, infection be-
to insects. So that, to ocontract lep-
ing proportional to ity attractivenecss
rosy, it is not neoessary that one
sheuld ever have seen a laper.

In Havana many lepers, abhorring
confinement in the great Government
Hospital, says Dr. Ashmead, hide in
their homes. Then they frequently
follow the cigar-meking trade, roll-
ing the cigars with their leprous fin-
gers. Not oaly this but the final
touch consists in wetting the tip of
the wrapper of the cigar that it may
siay in place. This the leper frequent~
iy accomplishes with his tongue! As
the secretions of the mouth and nose

(Continued i Tourth Page.)
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