PAPER MEN GIVEN
[ARIFF HEARING

Wisconsin  Manufacturers
Present Case to Their Con-
gressional Delegation.

OBJECTIONS MET
UPON EVERY POINT

Stafford, Armed
With Specific Information, En-
ters Into Debate With Them.

Representative

Thé paper manufacturers of
#in have presented to the Congressic
dejegation from that State their cas«
ior the continuance of the present tarifl
schedules; and the conference developed

one of the most illuminating discussions

o the new measure that has yet taken
place.
Wisconsin s the leading State In

vaper manufacture., and the makers are
all wealthy. Indeed, the group of
half-score meén who filed into the com-
initteée room of Representative Davidson
WAS a8 prosperous s bunch of multi-
millionaires as ever appeared to explain

{

ithat ruin was about to overtake them.

The Wisconsin delegation is not en- |
thusiastic about retaining the present |
rates. BSenator Stephenson, who made |
some twenty millions out of lumber, is|
lor free lumber, free pulp, and amplé |
reduction of the paper duty. Repre- |

sentative Stafford was a member
special House committee which
gated for six months
*ldustr} and reported that pulp ought
to be free and paper should have its
tariff reduced from $ to $2 per ton.
The hearing turned out to be some-

investi-
the pulp and paper

what sorrowful for the papermakers,
for Mr. Stafford, armed with a large
quantity of specific information, took

the floor and entered into a joint debate
with them. He kindly but firmly pro-
tested against misstatements of fact,
and made clear that he should apply
the acid test to all such. He seemed
to know all about everything the paper

men brought forward—and to be able
o show that thelr facts were entirely
wrong. 'The discussion developed a

most remarkable presentation of actual
conditions in the paper industry.
Oiher Hearings.

+ The members of

the delegation de-
sired frankly to stats the case to the
delegation from Wisconsin. They
pointed out that it was the plan of the

Paper meoufacturers of the country to
work In this way; the paper interasts
in each State to appeal simply to their
own delegation in Congress, the
sake of the State Interest in the in-
dustry. Accordingly the Maine, New
York, Minnesota :nd other paper-State
delegations, will have like hearings
The Wisconsin hearing was notshie
because Mr. Stafford, of Milwaukee, is
& member of the special commitiee that
began ‘about a year ago investigating
the paper industry, and recen tly
ported on it. The committee recogi-
mended a reduction of the print-paper
tariff from $ to $2 per ton, and free
wood pulp. Mr. Stafford argued the

for

ré-

of the |

INTERRUPTED BY

(Continued from First Page
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He protested that the cut had been 1
great S0 did Moore (Rep., Pa.)
“Will this destroy the file in
agked Moore
No: nor cripple nEwe 1 Payns
!\H’I),
Will it throw men out « wOork
persisted Moore
Not one,” shouted P e, wi Wi
now & rovighly enraged
‘M Capron says it will throw outl
half the employes in the industry,” said
Moore
Condemns "Folh
ayne answered this an
:sp- o ir which he condemmned th
"-1' nen who based criticism on incom
f‘.~ .t ""Uhhﬁ’f‘” and ‘come in 1ers
'TA 1ild up scandal and to mak
’ P spts intended to scare people
flt insisted that the Payne duty of 4
{ pe t files afforded ine
| abundant protection
Discusses Hides
Coming to higes Payne explained
that from 1871 to 1897 they were fre«
On the latter date the Senate put in
provision in the Dingley bill for a 16
per cent duty By the present bill they
are put back on the free list. Payne

started out by declaring that hides wers
by-product and a raw material, which
statement immediately aroused Reeder
(Rep., Kan.), who maintained that
were the farmors’ finished products.

he

He

had a spirited debate with Chairman
Payne.

Forty per cent of all the hides used
Payneé declared, had to be imported
“¥Free hides will not hurt any one, un
case with the Wisconsin paper men
defending the recommendations of

ruin the business i \\lﬂu-nvn

Stafford Posted.

Mr. Stafford came forward prompti:
with a lot of spe > information abcut
conditions at e oth mill, to dis
prove all these The speciul
‘ofmittee had looked into the. par-
ticular affair, and Mr. Srat"v rd was
very familiar with it He hallenged
most broadiy the clalm that i osls
more to produce paper here ti
Canada, saying at in fact the
ings proved that the labor cost
Booth mill was higher than Vis
consin. Moreover, at the Booth mil
labor works on the sirict eight-hour

day basis; at the Wisconsin miils,
eleven to twelve hours a day Speak-
ing gene r.nl.\ the committee found the
labor cost Ui ,.‘14 in Canada than here,
and the fnal cost of production,
cluding ali items, just abont the san
Mr. BStafford insisted that the great
need of the Amezrican paper industr
i to get assurance of free pulp wood,
g0 that it may be brought in from
Canada. To do this it Is necessary to
act promptly, and head off the move-
ment Iin Canada, which looks to
ping exportation of wood to tine United
States.
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special committee, and announcing tha
| he should do the same on the foor of
the House. It was the first real aii-
ing of the paper controversy since tt
committee made 1ts repor

On behalf of the 1 cturers i
was urged that the lab .n~' of vnd\»
Ing paper is higher he: than in Can-
ada. They esaid the cost of produc-
tion is shown to be about §10 r tox
more here than in Canada. They cited
the case of the hig Booth wmill in
Canada to prove and said to re-|
duce the tariff f # to 8 would|

|
i
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