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COMNERCE B
URDERS  RAILWAY
REDUGE FARE

Finds Washington, Alexan-
dria and Mt. Vernon Line
Overcapitalized.

ARl

—

¥

VERY BIG DECISION
IN A SMALL CASE

Would Mean Much Consistently
Applied to Railroads of
the Country.

By JUDSON C. WELLIVER.
the

In a small case, Interstate

Commerce Commission today hand-
ed down one of the biggest decisions
it has ever issued.

it

andria and ML

ordered the Washington, Alex-

Vernon Railway to

reduce fits rates between Wasghing-

ton and Four Mile Run, St. Elmo,
St. Asaph, Mt. Idan, and Del Rey,
from 15 to 10 cents

The commission finds that the road

i{s capitalized at $207,000 per mile,

and after a careful investigation of

its amctual valuation, assumes that

it may

ment of $50,000 per mile.
Gross Overcapitalization.

oinmission,

represent an actual invest-

mission has over

Of

o

OV ErCa s

flroad properties

such application is cotireiy consistent
with the authority and dieposition of
the commission—it would mean thal

rates would be adjusted to the genecral
purpose of cnabling carriers t6 earn a
capitalization

fair return on o falr

Watersd stocks would be cut out, and
there would arlse at once & nhecessity
for a valuation of all the railroads, in

order that rates might

0f Sweeping Importance.

¢ adjusted Lo it

An official of the commission sajd to-
day, when the declsh wias anoounced:

“The decision, of course iIs of the
most sweeping Importance in its im-
piication=, "It Indleates the disposition
of the commission, and the polley It
muny be ¢ reted to foliow In fu 3

“*“The rule, of eours h

appiied to
commilssion !
fare

Tates ol
rullway 'lines.

ts limited 1

to fixing mites of fare,

The excessive capltallzation of 1

strect car lines Washington thus

uppears 1o L
commission,

powers shi
The case d
ve, the Wns!
Vernon rallw
electric line,
of It= g«

able ;-r'-::;-- rity i= most Interesting,
From Commission’s Report.

This petition putls in 1
glLleness of ihe defendant's single
fara from Washington, D. C., to Four
Mile Run, St it. Asaph, MUt Ida,
and Del Ruy, The complaint
is that the fares me tioned are equal 1o
. washington to Alexandria,
the distance 1o Alexan-
two miles more than the
between Washington
ined, which are in-
iria.

n electric rallway

il property be
Washlng-
fromn Twelfth

e, Wasn-
1gh to the
ross hy the
gouth end
s through a
Alcexandria,

jsye Lhe fasOn-

sa from
although
ts aboul
dist
LOWTE nti

drla
BYeragy
pnd the
termedlate

The defen

ince

il
L

ington, soutt
Potomae rive
Jilghway Db
of the bridge the

p Vireinia

1
.
i e Fro
line run

portion «of i
thence to Mt Vernon

‘The distance from the terminus In
Washingt 3 In Alexan-

the Washing-
e fun the dis-
endant’'s time

dria is
ton termir
tance is shown

mE 1o

table to be *1 dlstane 6 o
el Ray, the { named, l|_C|
5.5 miles. The n dislance to the

'--1 1= said to be

goveral points Q6
five miles _
The passanger fares are based upon o
otiin Or ZNNC FyELET. ) , .
in .Ildlt-"-“‘: to the =iIngie -._I'-i of In
cents, Aefendant has= eatal : ‘,.d‘. |.:. 1nd-
trip and commutation farexs between
washington and points In the Alexan-
e
d:';'iﬁ‘-ox' ;..-“ has been In operation fou
) 1t was established to fu

ftecn YOATS.

(Continued on Page Thirteen.)

WEATHER REPORT.

FORECAST FOR THE DISTRICT.

Ir and warmer tonight followed by
5qf:es!1n§: cloudiness and probably rain
.:grly gaturday morning or nlght; low-
cst temperature t night about 4 de-
Erees.

TEMPERATURES
a m.. cepm 12 noon.. ; ’_
Eﬁ_ Whisssasnrer== s 1p. m.. aed . Bt
10 B Mocosennserss 30 dtpm........... ¥]
ng_m......-.-----&— I |
TIDE TABLE, |
oday—High tide. 3°58 a. m. md 10;
TTm Low tlde, £01 8. . and 4230 p. m
"Toﬁ\orrnw—!!mh tide, 10:328 m. and
11:M p. m. Low tide, 440 & and 5:12
p. M .

|UN TABLE. |
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ADAMSONFOR |

Scenes at the Fire in Baseball Park and Lumber Yard

SE COMMERCE | pomeeree
JMMITTEE HEAD

|

HOL

Democrats Say He Is Not lni
Sympathy With the '
Work. |

BITTER FOE OF ALL |
PURE FOOD EFFORTS

Carried States' Rights Views to Ex-
treme In Opposing Railway
Legislation.

Progressive Democrats both in and

out of Congress are protesting
against the possible selection of Rep- |
resentative W, C. Adamson of Georfia |
as chairman of the House Committee
on Interstateand Foreign Commerce,
basing their objections on the ground
that Mr. Adamson I8 not In sympathy
with the progressive thought of the
country, nor in harmony with the
of the the
House, with reference to legislative
questions that will come before that !

important

majority Democrats in

commitiee.

Mr. Adamson was the unécmpro- |
mising foe of all Federal pure food
legisiation, although a great major- |
ity of the Democrats advocated and
voted for the pure food laws.

Opposed Progressives.

Adamson
body of the

progressive

wus at war with !
I'emocrats, and with
Republicans, when he

opposed the features of the Mann roil

-]

the

read Ui, designed to give the Inter-
s1 Commerce Commisston the power
1o supervise e issue of rajlroad stock:
and bonds.

Mr., Adamson opposed glving the

power Lo the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission to make a general physical
viluation of the rallrgada of the coun~- |
iry, & measure suppertpd by the pro-
gressive slement of hoth pardes

Mr. Adamson was earnest n opporing |

FIGHTING 1HE FIRE

iN THE LUMBER YARD.

GRANDSTAND IN FLAMES,

B —

the propoeition to make railroad com-
panles responsible for bills of lading
lssued by them, although the chief
champlons of that measure were his
own party associatea In the House.

In oppoelng the progressives In thege
and other mattera, the Georglan always
has professed a degree of syinpathy
with the purposes of the proposed leg- |
islatlon, and has based his opposition |
on oonstitutional grounds

He is a State’'s righter” of the sx-
treme school He holds, for !us!am‘.ﬂ.1
that the evil of polsoned food 1s leas |
than the evil of passing & Federal
statute that may perchance invade ai
State right, whether that right ls exer- |

JONATE WUGH, BUT
NOT NEW HOSPITAL

Benefactors of Emergency
Station Generous With
Supplies.

cised or not
Opposed Pure Food Act.
Whar plpo : Donation day at the Fmergency Hos-
e \he pure food and drugs act| ..., pronght many things of many
f i#m, the most popular plece of legis- pita rough any Jng® <
Ly &t kinds, It didn‘t bring a new hospital

latlon that has passed Congress -
¥ In a ! to put them Iin.

quarter of a century, was before the
House, the opposition was led by Mr. | It bmugh;; extra fﬁ\wi andthn handful qdf
Adamson. He was able to muster but | SUSAr 1o the e Rormen: v BTV A8

seventesn votes against the bill, but he the bay that dash vallantly hither,
mude a4 games fight. He hegan his speech thither and yon, when men and women
on that aslon in this fashion: and chiliren are sirjcken down. But it
“It in yrtunate that in the practice | didn’t bring & motor ambulance to glve
and history of legislation, misleading them a rest from their labors
w, sometimes high-sounding, moral | Still, those things may come later
and even plous names are used to de- | when people learn what & work the
ceive the people as to the character of | pmergency Hospital, with the little that
viclous and pernicious legislation. I do | the Government and the residents of the
not mean to declare that this legislation, | District give it, is doing.

| &rs

| Eround

per se, 18 vicious In all respects, but in
some respects I regard It as exceed-
ingly so, * * **
Mr. Adamson then proceedad to tall
ow
od legislation for wvears, how others
1d stovd by him to oppose it. and how
one by one they had dropped off untfl
now he had but a handful of support-
He then sald: -

Violates Principles of Government.
“The truth about it Is, the bill from
first to last violates every principle of
our Government by proposing to go into
sumpluary legislation for the regula-
tion of the table menu, and 1 sunnose
the next step will be to prescribe the
table etiguette and dress.”™

he had been the foe of the pure |

And, In the meantime, the officers and
trustees of the hospital very thankfully
| recelved tnday what the genecrosity of
| the people gave.

All Carefully Listed.
it was a typlcal donation day. Miss
Fannie Carter, the superintendent;
Miss Mary Rinker,

Island avenue, & member of the ladies’
auxiliary of the hospital, stood In the
store room and checked off the brown
| paper bags that blg William, the jan?-
tor, fetched in from the grocers
wagon, and milady's carriage They
all amliled In delight at the presents

the housekeeper,
and Miss Mary Morgan, of 1615 Rhods |

SCARLET FEVER I
PERSIAN LEGATION

Seifed Din Khan, Cousin of
Charge, Slightly 111, Goes
to Hospital.

Seifed DIn Khan, the twelve-vear-old
cousin of Mirza Alj Kull Khan, the
Perslan chadge d'afrfairs, today 12 a pa-
tient at the Garfield Hosital, whers he
is being trested for a mild case of
scarlet fever,

Although no entertainments had been
planned at the legation, the Charge and
Mme. Kull Khan, immediately upon the
dingnosis of the physiclan, had the case
reported to the Health Department and
the youth taken to the hospltal, Al-
though the malady had not developed
seriously, and despits the Health Office
statement that
disinfection, the residence at 1730 Q
street was thoroughly disinfected, as
was the private school which the boy
attended.

It was on Wednesday morning the
symptoms developed, and at the re-
quest of the legation, he was taken to
the hospital In a health office ambu-

lance. At the hospital it was sald to-
g:s the boy is not 1ll enough to be in

At ths health office, It was sald no
placard was placed on the house, as

[ this is not the custom when such pre-

L.ater on in the same speech he in- | that came from & Lenten Santa Claus, |

timated a contempt for the chemists
and other experts, who ware advocating
pure fond laws, In this language:

! belleve there are milllons of oid

| The party had a plenty of that splce
called wvariety; linen for bandages,
voffee In bags and coffee In cans,
| matches, mops, brooms, whisky, soap,

women, white and black, in my eountry, | evaporated and tinned fruits, towels, |

K victuals
Wiley, and all of

about
r

shop.”
the beginning nor
the end of Mr. Adamson’'s opposition
to pure food lawe. In the last session
of Congress he opposed, in commitiee,
to require the (rue meas=ure or
of the contents of avery food

know more
my friend,
Apothecary
Thi= was nelther

who
than

« axtent of
legisiatlon.”

; uary 15, 194, Mr, Adamson
made a minority report against a pure
foocd bill signed by himsell alone, It
wis In this report that he took the
that the evils of Impure and
adultergted food were less than the
evils of Federal legislation on such sul-
jects, The report said:

Cure Worse Than the Disease.
"Aslde from my partiality for the old-
fashioned ldea of leaving the greate-
port of government to be administerasi
by local authority, I object, as a mem-
ber of to Imposing on tha
Fede'al Government subjects of leglsin-

Cbnueress,

[ticn and litigation wholly foreign to its

purpose, and which, if at all effective
must prove burdentome, aunoying, and
expensive

“The hearings have disclosed some
had conduct in the food trade, as wall
asg | *ome other departments of
and business, but it is all properly cog
nizable in the Staté courts, and, in my

(Continugd on Highth Pagn)

iy =

to be printed on the label, go- |
deseribing the bill |

Hife |

wines, bluing, rice, drugs, money. #
'big mall order ecatalogue wouldn't
contain many more different Kinds
and sorts of things than the list Miss
| Morgan made today. They had been
dutifully packed in the brown paper

bags that the hospital auxillary had
distributed for the purpose,
Hospital Need Pressing.
One donation wasn't down on Miss

Morgan's list— a plano that two women

| are going to give to the Nurses' Homae,
acrosg the street from the hospital. But
rlt Is indelibly listed on what graduation
assays call the tablets of memory; and
| it is delightfully portrayed, too, on the
| tablet df anticipation. The anticipation
will give way to realization within a
short time.

Miss Morgan said today that the need
of a new hospltal was_becoming more
pressing every dav. Becausa of the
emergency work done at the hospitai
itg expenseg are unusually great, and
the demands for its space and facllities

| extraordinary. She expressed a hope
that the District would come (0 an

| parly realization of the needs of the
| hospital, and of the needs of the people
|for it. A lot near the Corcoran Art
| Gallery has been purchased, and the
| Hospital Association hag a balance In
| bank, which Is pot, however, sufficient.
And the motor ambulance is nearly as
! badly needed, Miss Morgan sald.

B. R. Coles, Upholaterer, Fh. M. &lS.
=4V b i e

cautions are taken and the patient re-
moved immediately. In this Instance,
the health offlce could not have pla-
carded the house without the consenat
of the legation, and could not have en-
forced the health regulations had it not
been requested by the legation.

Labor Troubles Blamed
For Two Big Explosions

MILWAUKEE, Wis, March 17.—La-
bor troubles wers today blamed for
two explosions that Injured five per-
sons and wrecked a 3200-foot electric
unloading crane at the plant of the
Milwaukeoe Western Fuael Company
last night

The explosions threw the clity into
a semi-panic. Two policemen and three
vmployes of the company who rush-
ed to the scene, immediately after the
first explosion, were thrown down and
badly bruised by the second.

The officials of the company declar-
ed today that the dynamiting was the
result of labor troubles while the .big
crane was being built by the Heyl-
}"n!t]terson Company of Pjttsburg last
a

Mrs. Melber Prepares to
Serve Prison Sentence

ALBANY, N. Y. March 17.—Mrs.
Edith J. Melber, the self-confeased
child murderess, who was yesterday
found guilty of' murder In the second
degree, today hegan preparation for
her trip to Auburn prison, to which
she was sentenced, tha minimum pen-
alty being twenty years. Mrs, Melber
today. appears in better spirits than
at any time since her Incarceration.
tart from Auburs (oday o reura
5 rom_An
with Mrs. Melben

RUINS OF THE RIGHT BLEACHERS.

GRANDSTAND AND

'BLEACHERS GO IN
MYSTERIOUS FIRE
AT BALL GROUNDS

OPENING GAMES MAY BE TRANSFERRED

1 have called a meeting of the board of directors for late this after-
noon, when a decislon will be reached as to whether the opening
games would be held here or transferred.

The season Is scheduled fo start here on April 12 with the Boston Red
Sox, with a serles of four games, after which the New York High-
landers are listed for three games.

Whether these games are to be played in a temporary plant at Na-

tional Park, at Unlon Park in East Washington, or In Boston and

New York I do net yet know, but we will declde when we meet.

President Noyes to The Times.

BLAZE WELL UNDER
WAY WHEN FIRST
SLEN

Discovered Shortly Before
Noon Sweeping Dry
Tiers of Seats.

EISINGER LUMBER
YARD ENDANGERED

General Alarm Sounded to Prevent

ELECTRIC OFFICIL
GAERED TO TESTIFY

Treasurer Ham Must Tell of
Company’s Deals With
Subsidiaries.

BALTIMORE, March 17.—Despite the
vigerous protests of counsel for the

Washington HRallway and Electric
Company before Judge J. C. Rose, in
the United States eclrcuit court, the
court today ordered William F. Ham,
the company's treasurer, to answer all |
questions about the Intercorporate re- |

| lations of the company and its subsid- |

lary companiesn, In the suit betwr’en:
citizens of Montgomery county, Md.. |
and the Washington and iiockviliel
Company over passenger rates be-
tween the District line and Rockville,
In attempting to ascertaln the cost
of operation of the Rockwille road, |
Attorney George H. Lamar, counsel |
for the people of Montgomery county |
discovered that the Rockville com- |
pany buys {ts electrie *current from

| the Washington Rallway and Electric

there was no need of |

Compan;‘. which buys it from the Po-
tomac Electric Power Company. The
Rockville company and the Potomac

| company are both subsidlary corpora-
| tions of the Washington company.

f
1

|
|

1

| relatins with all

Refused to Testify.

Treasurer Ham giving testimony iIn |
Washington last week before an ex-li
aminer appolnted by the court, declined
to tell how much the Washington com-
pany pays for the current which it seils
the Rockvilla company. George P.
Heoover, counsel] for the Washington
company, and Mr. Lamar today argued
the point before Judge Rose. Mr, Hoo-
ver was assisted by Leon E. Green- |
baum, of counsel for the company here.

Mr. Hoover and Mr. Green baum de- |
clared that If Mr. Ham were compelied
to testify the whole history of the
Washington Railway and Electri¢ Com- |
pany, it organizations, its contractural
its subsidiary com-
panies In the District, and all Its af-

| fairs would be made the subject of in-|

veptigation, They protested against thig |
and decided that what the hoiding com-
pany pays for the current it sells to its
subsidiaries has nothing to do with the
point at issue, which should be deter-
mined by ascertaining whethor the price
pald by the Rockville company was falr
or axorbitant.

Questions Are Relevant,

Judge Rose held that because all three
companies have the same officlals, and
by the same officlals scll power from
themselves to themselves, all the facts
in these transacti are evidence that!

should be given. having & bearing oa
ot Rockville rates

determining whether the
are falr.

Mr. Hoover says after the ruling that
the company would interpose no fur-
ther objection to giving this testimony,
but would formally except to the rul-

on the record. Hearings before
wiillam Herbert i!mlth1 the examiner,
will be resumed at 10 o'clock tomorrow
mornﬁ {n the office of the W
ton lway and Electric Company
Washington.

Battleship Victims of ,
Gasolene Burns Better

NORFOLK, Va., March 17.—W. B,
Joerger and W. Place, the seamen from
the battleship New Hampshire, who
were badly burned when & comrade
put a lghted cigarette against Joer-
ger's trousers which had just been

gasolens cleaned, are beiter and neither

Repetition of Previous
Big Fire.

DA SEADS TROOPS
FROR MEXCO T

Forces Protecting Capital
Now Rushed to Fight
Insurrectos.

. Fanned by a strongz southwest
| wind, the fire which started about
{11:30 o'clock this morning in the
'right fleld bleachers destroyed the
bleachers and grandstand at the
| American League baseball park, and
for a time threatened the destruction
the lumber yard of Eisinger
Brothers, at Seventh and W streets
northwest,
The flames reached one of th® old
| frame buildings of Freedman's Hos-

L]

of

That Fresident Diaz has set to work
with all possible energy to make one
last effort te cope with the Insurgents
is the information that haa reached
here from wvarious official quariers In
Mexico. Through the same channels It
Is asserted that Diaz has at last been
driven, In splte of his fears, to allow
& considerable part of the force that
has been concentraled at Mexjoo Clty,
to be sent to the disturbed districis.

President Dias, realizsing the fact that
disaffection wag general, hag been keep-
Ing the bulk of the troops close about
Mexico City. He hag feared a general
outbreak and there have besan Intima-
tlons that he has feared treachery in

high official circles. The result has been
that oniy a small part of the army has
be=n spared to Ko into the northern
part of Mexico, where the insurrection
has been waged. Now, If officlal as-
surances are to be relied on, a larger
force iz going to be employed against
the insurgents.

This activity of Diaz points In the|

pital, now used as store houses by
the Jumber firm, and it was burned
to the ground.

Eisinger Brothers' loss is estimated
at $25,000. The firemen kept the
flames from spreading to the main
part of the lumber yard.

The damage done to the ball park
is estimated at $18,000. The clab
bouse in the northeast corner 'and
a portion of the open bleachers in
left field were saved.

Two Previous Fires.
The lumber yard is one of the largest

will !!: according to a stalement mads
by physiclag todagh

first place to the fact that great finan-
cial Interests have been puttng the
screws on him, and in the second place
to the fact that he realizes that this
country will not tolerate the existence
for an indefinite period of a disturbed
condition in which American property
and llves are endangered and foreign
interests are jeopaniized.

It i stated by some of the officials
here in close touch with the situation,
that they regard It as quite possible
that within a few weeks the Diaz gov-
ernment will have made such conces-
slong to the insurgents as will bring
about an end of hostilitiea

This, however, is the most optimistic

view, On the other hand, It is known
that much of the Infoymation that
comes 1o officlals of the Btate and War

Departments As to the situatlon In
Mexico, Is of & most discouraging sort,
and there are many officials who take Do
stock In the idea Diaz is going to be
able to suppress the Insurrectionists.

Agents of Madero
Say They Avoided
Trap Set By Diaz

That James D.. Hallen, arrested here
as a spy of the Mexican government
and a suspiclous character, sent “fake™
telegrams to Ambassador de Ia Barra,
in New York. to galn the confidence of
the revolutionary committee In W
ington, was the statement made today
by one of Madero's agents here.

Hallen, who went under several aliases
in Washington, and who has a crimi-
nal record. was sdvised last night that
his nresence hers is not desired, and
it s for this reasom that the alleged
seeret agent of the Diaz governmenr
cannot be located today. He was re-
leasad by the police last night, after
having been shadowed for days by the
revolutionary committee.

Tried to Win Madero Men.

There has come to light today the
story of how Hallen attampted to get
inte the good graces of the attorneys
for the Madero Interests in Washing-
ton, which, it 18 now understood, was
the mission on which Hallen came to
Washington.

Hallen, allas Lord—tihe

(Continued oa EFourth Page

latter name

l

In the city, and when |t was scen that
there was danger of a repetition of the
fires which on two previous occasions
destroyed every plle of lumber and
caused damage In the neighborhood of

100,000, & general alarm was sounNed.
calling out practically all the apparatus
in the city.

The fire spread so rapidly that the
grandstand and bleachers on the north
slde of the park were burned to the
ground almost before the firemen got
the fArst pipeline laid

The origin of the fire Is a mystery.
Bicyele Policeman T. F. Sweeney, of
the Eighth precinct; Jameg P. O Dea,
superintendent of the park, and Joe
Danderp,* were standing at the main
entrance when a small cur] of smoke
was noticed coming from under the
bleachers.

Firemen Are Called.
| Sweeney ran to the pollice teslephone
box at Beventh stret and Florida ave-
nue and called No. 7 Engine Company
on a local alarm. When the firemen ar-
rived it was seen that the fire was= be-
yond the control of one engine ecom-
and another alarm was sounded

| The second alarm hrought Deputy
Chlef G. J. Sulllvan, Chief Wagner bi-
ing out of the ecity. Sulllvan arrived
In the chief's automobile, and seeing
| the flames shooting high In the afr, and
| remembering the stubborn fights the
| men had when the lumber yard caught
| fire before, orfler a gefleral alarm,

! No. 7 Engine Company, the first to
arrive, was powerless to cope with the
situation. Two lines of hose were soon
{in operation, but the men had laid them
through the maln entrance to the park.
and the flames, driven by the wind,
were spreading in the other direction.

Soon in Outfield Row.
Sweeping around the north side of
the grandstand the fire soon reached
the outfield bleachers, and the next mo-
ment the storehouse in the lumber yard
was In flames. The firemen confined
their efforts to saving the open bleach-
ers in south fleld and the main portion
of the lumber yard. This they dld efr-
| fectively by keeping several streams

Ip!n_\'inz on the plles of lumber
Frank Elsinger, president of the com-

(Continued on Eepond Fage)
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