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_ A_NACOSTIA'S SALOON QUESTION. |

A downtown saloonkeeper has applied for transfer| .
2 his license so that he may remove his business fo

Washinston, D, (., Wednesday, Dece

a bare majority of

than the whole nation, or be unable to divorce his|
he surarh of Anacostia. The people of that 'anlmessages from party pledges.

that he shall treat only of such

| state of the Union as has already been considered by
| the political party of which the existing PresidemE
R. H. Titherington, Sec. | happens to be the head. 7 i
| It may be highly expedient for the President 10|

“so. s  hold his spokesmanship for the Democratic party |

D. . aa second <l first and his spokesmanship for the naticn second.|
| Party rule means the domination of the minorityl
iby the majority—or, under the caucus system, by,

the majority; but certainly it is|

neither within the spirit of the Constitution nor|
within the public's ordinary conception of the Prcs-é
icent’s office that he should represent anything less!

&

.re up in arms about it. and tomorrow will be before|
the excise board to protest. Toaight thay are holding|
town meeting of their comimunity, in which thel
church congregations,
ance organizations, and about every organized repre-|
sentation of public opinion will unite to oppose bring-
ing 1 the saloon. _
Just a word to the excise board in this connection:
If the law under which you are operating doesn't|
give you absolute pewer to listen to the people of An-
scostia with so proper a request, ask Congress in-

tc return 1t

Washington for the
ment.
stantlv to change the law.

If the law permits saloons to be spattered about|
the town to suit the convenience or the profits of sa-
‘oonkeepers, it isn't the law the people thought it was |
when it passed. _

There is only one side to this Anacostia question. |
The community should not have a saloon forced on it.|are assured of the
and must not. l

| WHY PUPILS QUIT SCHOOL.

rises in his place.

A Brooklyn educator, Prof. Perrine. has been
sublishing in the Eagle of that town some articles
which attempt to explain why so many pupils drop
ut of high school. He finds that inelastic require-'
nents of the curriculum and too rigid examination
snd promorion systems are largely responsible.

Prof. Perrine points out, what everbody else
Lnows, that some children are hopelessly deficient in
-nathematics. The system that calmly goes ahead.!
‘ammering a whole mathematical course at 1 child
“ith no capacity for it, assuming that the child must
he either malicious or stupid because he doesn't

been—composed of

way ¥

learn, is no educational system at all. It Jdo=sn’t
know the first thing about real education. The very

derivation of the word tells us what it ought to be -

o _ 2 o 1 or bright enough, in
s “drawing eut,” not a hammering in; a develop-

real gravity of that

THE SPECIFIC QUESTION.

The Johnson-Prouty bill to extract from the Dis-|
citizens' associations, tcmpcr-l'"'i“ taxpayers over & million dollars on accolunt of

an alleged mistake of a generation ago, suggests onc
line of inquiry that should be opened. The language
used by advocates of this measure implies that the
“people of Washington” are guilty of getting this
money away from the Government, and then failing1I

We doubt very gravely if the District Com-
mittee can find a citizen of Washington who knew
that he had thus helped loot Uncle Sam, or that the
looting had ever thken place. Until the incident of
that million was discovered by the present District
Committee, nobody appears to have known there ever
was such an incident.

Presumably Washington folks are a bad lot; they

sions when the chairman of the District Committee
But if they are bad, what shall be
aid about the unseeing District Committees, and Ap-
propriation Committees and Houses and Senates and
Comptrollers of the past forty years, who -have per-
mitted Washington to lug off this million and never
interposed to prevent?

Is Congress—rather, has Congress in the past

crooked, lot of people that twenty Congresses in suc-
cession would permit Uncle Sam to be robbed in this

Are the people of Washington so fiendishly smart
that they could steal a million without knowing they
were doing it® Did the town have an attack of som-
nambulia. and in that condition walk abroad in the
night and grab off that money and hide it somewhere
Hasn't there been anybody in Congress, either honest | bscrvations at the BOUTH POLE

We would like to know just who are the people of

purposes of that sweeping indict-

fact on approximatelay all occa-

such an incompetent, or such a

ment of the special capacities and capabilities of the
child, not an effort 1o distort his mind into perform-
inces of which it is not capable. The public school
course i1s too much an intellectual Procrustean bed |
to which all types of mind must arbitrarily be fitted; |
f some of the pupils must be chopped off to shorten
them, why, others are stretched out to make them
measure up to the requirements.
Prof. Perrine declares that nothing could con-
ince him that all girls should be compelled to study
nhysics, and likewise that it is useless to insist on
teaching foreign languages to some other pupils.
Vet many of the minds that will utterly reject mathe-
natics or languages. prove most adept with the sci
cnces

Twenty-nine of

commission. They

R . electiohs.
THE NEW FRENCH CABINET.

M. Doumergue has got together a new ministry
in France which is rather more remarkable even than
nost of the curious agglomerations that have in re-
.ent years administered that republic. It is described
is a ministry of mediocrities. which is liable not to
affright so many people as it might once have done.
I'he world contains mostly mediocrities. Geniuses
are scarce, and apt to be disappointing ‘n p2.orm-
ance.

Back of Doumergue and his group of common-

sign of the rimes.

COMMISSION GOVERNMENT IN P
SYLVANIA. |

: 3 : | "the N = - | re- poor
all the&f years, to wise up to th0|wg KNEW HE COULD DO IT IF HEJ “N._'!t?‘:_a::::lmll;::!:_]::":_m?:':O:H: h:‘_ helpless American people, who would
offense? : TRIED. | should vou cure to investigate. Why | DAVE thought IL would be necessary for
Mr. Rockerfeller smiling, poses for & no' lot Oden give you the “once over'? | the housewlves of this country lo resort
ENN. | picture. (headline). I¥ TOl! want » comfortuble shave or an | 10 2 boycotl in crder to force the re-
|

the smaller Pennsylvania cities,

with & varying number of inhabitants from 5,000 to
nearly 100,000 each. have adopted government by

have discarded their mayors and

dual councils, substituting a salaried board of five
administrators, whose job is to run the city exactly
as they would run a business corporation.
scheme of things puts into the hands of the citizens '
absolute power to pass or repeal ordinances, through
a modification of the initiative and referendum. The
nonpartisan ballot will be emploved in all municipal

The new |

The cities that have adopted commission govern-
| ment did so under an act of the latest Pennsvivania
Legislature. That so large a number of num'icipali-
ties should have availed themselves of the new law
at the carliest possible moment is a noteworthy

The progressive doctrines of the

West are fast making converts in the East.

It is probable that Philagelphia, with its million
and a half of population and more. will soon have
the opportunity of voting on the question of whether
it wishes to attempt a cure of its political evils by

| E

- !hcard of. It imposes on the President the ubligationl
&magﬁm m5  to inform Congress ,

{ of the Union. This may or may not suggest the ini-/

{
!
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THE TELEPHONE IS ESPECIALLY CON- |
VENIENT ALONG ABOUT THIS TIME |

Declares Alcohol
Is Most Potent of
Causesof Disease
And Degeneracy

will you please
call Mr. Santa Claus
to +the ‘rclephonc-

You bettak

come on’fore
she tells hvm,

MAIL BAG

(From The Times Readers.)

THIS AND THAT

With Sometimes a Little of AS IT WERE

THE NEIGHBORS MIGHT OBJECT.
Admiral Peary advocates the estab-
lishment of a station for meteorological

| To the Editer of THE TIMES:

After the President, Senators, and
Representatives In Congress remained
at work during all the summer endeav-

'oring to enact taws which would lighten
the soke of the Ligh cost of living from
the necks of thae and seemingly

filad to hear from you, Ann. Look wp
the fles and sce whether they  have
larcam heat in snwmmer

While we are on ade here i one froim

up-to-date halreut call on Oden Allen, an-
nex Dorrell’s
Saturdays.

duction of the necessarles of life? Eggs
beef. flour, and many other necessitiss
eSETe—— |of lile are on the free list; but the
THIS SHOWS THAT WE WILL high cost of living remains the same,
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Wonder if they play better would really be beneficial he President and Congress have done

on their duty along the llnes of freeing

the

roud Prt Safety zones 1o shield us from ¢ the people from under the bondage of
ST IT tne greedy and merciless American
A Senator is something on which they Spugs. trusts, but all ther have done amounts

All-American football teams,
Engaged couples.
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he anecdotes.
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The recent congress of the American Medical Society, held for
the study of alcohol and narcotics, in Philadelphia, aroused great inter-
est in the questions of the actual value of alcohol as a stimulant or
food and the dangers that lie in it as a poison.

Taking up the question from its many viewpoints under the cap-
tion, “Public Health, A Question of Alcoholic Degeneracy,” Dr. G
Alexander MacNicholl, of New York city, vice president of the Ameri-
can Medical Society for the Study of Alcohol and Narcotics, says:

A wave of degeneracy is sweeping
the land—a degeneracy so appalling
‘n magnitude that it staggers the
mind and threstens to destroy the
republic; nunbering more victims
thap have been slain in all the wars
and in all the epidemica of acute dis-
eases that have swept the country
within two hundred years. )

The application of modern scientific
methods has reduced the mortality
from acute wuiseises such as typhoid,
yellow fever and the plague. he
sources and the carriers of these
infections huave been discovered. By
abolishing *he source and extermi-
nating the fly, the mosquito and the
ral. the averages length of life has
been increased. With what marked
contrast do we deal with alcohol,
that most potent source and carrier
of chronje disease!

Increasing Degeneracy Showmn.

Degeneracy is shown In the In-
creasing rate of mortality resulting
from the sprzad of chronic diseases.
within thirty years the mortality
from chronic diseases has doubled,
ang today chronic disorders of the
lungs, kidneys, heart, and other or-
gans are responsible for more than
half the deaths. A study of the
Uniled States census shows that
within a period of fifty-three years
the population of the United States
increased 30 per cent, while the
pirinber of insane and fesble-minded
increased 9% per cent. This shows a
net Increase .n the rats per million
ot 2 pe- cent

During the las: twenty years there
has been an increase in the mortality
from hemorrnage in the brain of 190
per cent: kidney diseases, 117 per
cent,; diseases of the heart and cir-
calation, I8 per cent: cancer, 56
per cent: diabetus, 738 per cent. This
slavghter of the race is accentuated
when we recall the fact that one in
every seven death: is due to tubercu-
losi=, and that cne in every twenty
of the population will die of cancer.

Small Families,

Arain, degeneracy Is shown in a
lessened fertility of the race. Among
the early settlere of this country
there was an average in excess of
elght children to a family; at the
pregent time 657 of native white
women in the United States who
have been married over ten years
and less than twenty years have had
one or two chidren, and only 82
have more than five children. One
mit of every slx of these women are
childless,

During the past five years the birth
rate In the United States has fallen
off 321-2 per cent. This means the
loss of a milllon bables a year. Lel
tnis degenera~y continue at the same
rate for one hundred years, and
there will not Le a native-born child
five vears old In the United Slates

Alcohol Back Of It.

What is the cause of this degen-
eracy? A hundred different inter-
mediate agencles may contribute to
the undoing of the race, but back of
them all stands alcohol as the chief
degenerative factor. Statistics compll-
ed by the leading insurance companjes
and presented by Sir T. P. Whitaker
in a report to the British parilament
show that of every 100 deaths
among the population at large 40 are
due to alechol This would mean a
mortality from aleohol in the United
States of 680,0M) a vear.

The great burden of drink is not
borne by the drinker, but by the
drinker’s children, The germ cell
that is to be evolved into another
belng 18 the most highly organized
of all the cells In the body. In its
protoplasm Hes the material and pat-
tern of the perfected organism,

Should such polson as alcoho] lea-
sen the nutrition of the cell or im-
pair the quality of the ?rutapla!rnlf
materinl and deface the pattern,
these shortcomings and defects will
be manifested in  thg subsequent
stuges of development. A defective
germ cell cannot evolve a normal

body: this is the reason that we
find a larger percentage of funec-
tiona! antd prganie diseases among

the children of drinking parents
Suffer From Disease.

in our studies among schoo] child-
ren in New York city we find that
5 per cvent are the children of drink-
inz parenta, and that #1 per cent of
these children of drinking parents
suifer from some functional or or-
sanic disesse. In onhe institution for
the treatment of phyaical defectives
a rocant study shows Lial «very pa-
tient i< the child of drinking parents,

4 study of two groups of families
will clearly show the difference be-
twoen the children of the drinker
and the children of the abstainer
Ten families of  regular drinkers
show the following:

Total number of children, &

Thirty died in infancy,
T had heart iseaze.

ISR

| epllepin,

I AnRSINK

very poor treth
1 diubetic, I n-r:'m il

iy thelr studies  thesy children

wingl s folluws )

o woere excellent, & fan, and I3

delivient

e funtilies of totnl ab=tmners
shov the followins:

Potal number of « hildren,

) i AnTATWS, | OF 1,
1 annemii, | ki,
I tubereular, L wrmal

i thely studies these hildren

] e follows;
Fifts -six were excellent
¢ deficient

=1
10 fair and

(f the abstainers, %0 per celil Were
pormal i mind and bods, as agalust
PO o M = drinkers” ohildren A\
-nl‘.lltli: son of these two groups of
taanilies, living under the sanme vcon-

thie same environment,
sleohol actually i jured
or destroved < per cent of the b
dren Aty Vert per cent oof
chitidren of total abstainers were pro-
nt i their studies, s
er vent with drinking parents
Nare Lthe ransfitted marks
alrololic degeneracey Hmited to one
generatipn, could Improved sanity
tlon and medication correct gnd re
nuve disomdered nerve conters, vad
wauwd recelve partial com-

ditions wud or
shows Lhal i

\
-y I
i Lmaillint

pensation, but the laws

are fixed, “Whatsoever a :“u:::.

eth, that shul] he also reap.” The
erative factor becomes more

potg;t with each transmission, and

reliders posterity more and

susceptible to ﬂll{an Taa—

An I o
n liustration of this he-edit y iaw
may be noted in the children of ten
families of drinking parents, traced
through three generations.
Ten famiiles of drinking parents:
First "Cﬂul".uﬂl—mm ch"r::
dren, of whom 5 per cegt.
from organic and dis-

eases.
dren, of whom 82 per ceme et
from organic and diseages.
Third eration—Eighty-two chil-
wr cent. suffered

Qur studies of hool children
g‘:n‘lid lm.ée ncge n ’:very &m in
e ho’ith ent. 1If this percent-
country, thera
childien of a school
Sixty-seven thomang or s

t
free from hereditary o b“'tnl:u“-te
a:;};raimom of ;lve school children
wit
m}'og:“lctedlc h some functiona!
8 percentage holds
the entire

millions
age that

two and a half mllllon“f:’c l"'n... are
frea from hereditary alcohol tajnt
A nation half-diseased snd half-

well cannot live, here f
three-fifths ogrt::trw S

tion mentally
. Rily and phy

Many Are Insane,

‘our investigation indicates that ne
oat of every five children born to
drinking parents will be ingane. One
:lll of every three children bora to

rinking parents
epllepsy and h)’ate;:!'l :I:'g!lm
of hysteria among drnikers' children,

y dis-

and with an Increased
consumption of alcoholic uﬂ'l.m?:
e ¢ Hoane e
sane
of the next ‘un.r;?ﬁn_ iiven
The great white plague has not

that need not be m
e £ istaken.
Africa, Asia and Iceland
rarity of total absence
while in the great beer,
g‘ljﬂt drinking countries
re has been a steadilv
mortality from ecancer.
In England a few years of
;‘.“.&0 men examined at 2
were rejected as physically unfit
for army service. Dr. Blmnn,; -
mates that half of the young ‘men
in between eighteen and
twerty-two years of age are incapa-
ble of bearing arms. Not long sines
a call was Issued for young yui-
cians to enter the United CE
army. Eighty per cent of those ex-

amﬂt?ed were rejected as physically
unfit.

Alcoholic 4 is the most
impartant nn’!.nry question before
the country, and yet the health au-
thorities do not take aclon, as alco-
hol is intrenched in pelitica. Leaders
in politics dare not act, as their po-
litical destiny lies in the hands of
the agents of the liquer traffic. We
are face tn face with the greatest
crizis in our country's history. The
aleohol question must be settled
within the next ten years or some
sore virlle race will write the epi-
tanhi of this republic,

Hits From Sharp Wits.

Inez Milholland Bolssevain

Arm

quuled as saying that “a day's house-
keeping can be done in ten minutes -
That kind of talk is not going to help

the suffrage movement,

ed the

apolt

marrying her many a man has
woman who would have

made somebody an ideal wife.—Toledo

Blade.

Some men who pretend to be in search

of knowladge insist on doimg all
talking.—Macon Telegraph.

the

What's on the Program in
Washington Today

Meetinss, evening:
Masonie—Harmony Lodge, No. 17, elec

tiong, Anncostie, No, 2l installatio
imul Todue school of instruction
HWorval Arvh Grand Chapter, school o

~ ot Washington Commander

Ihuights Templar: St

\vasoclation, monthly r

. directors; Naomi Chapte

an,! Brookland, No. 1, Easter
lections

Ll Fellows—Eastern

Harmony

12 husiness:

mesting

Lodge, No
Fedaral Ohty, No
miness: Columbian Encampment
N, L. nomination of officers.
National Unton—Postoffice

ment Ceuncil, Flynn's Hall,

Depart
electiorn

f

John

No. 9, and Friendship, xv;
-

of officers: Thterfor Council, Pythian

Temple, elections
Kkuights of Pyihias- ML Vernon Lodge.
xNn, 5 and Hermione, No. 12 nomina
tions; Union, No. Columbia, No
nominations.
Roval  Arcanum—District Council,
E street porthwest, !om;hl
Amusements.
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sational— "Broadway 215 ane
1 onom

e lnrco—"Bought
ind 3% wvom,

Columbia—Motet Choral

at 3 o'clock.
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m.,
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L3 X |
vopdems —“The Shephe:d
il $15 v m,
s—Vaudeville, 2:15 and 15 p m
continuous,
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L psmos—Vaudeviiie
t asino—Vaudevilie,
mns
Gavels ]

rlesgue. 2015 and §:15 p.nr
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205 and
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afternovn and even-

Arcade—"Night in Italy." dancing to-
night




