8 THE WASHINGTON TIMES, WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 5. 1914.™

e DAILY MAGAZINE PAGES FOR EVERYBODY?®,

PHOTOPLAYS AND |

Truths By Women Who THE BEST

Know

Vacation in Country Provided
For Poor Children

Fresh Air Committee

Many children are worn out by duties beyond their years and
strength, There are many delicate and crippled children who need
special care, while the home conditions of some make a change im-
perative. An outing for such as these is provided by the Fresh Air
Work Committee of the Christ Child Society.

These children from the alleys and back streets are given a va-
cation in the country for periods varying according to the necessity of
cach case. Mrs. Henry Simpson, chairman of the committee on Fresh
Air Work gives a very interesting account in the following article of
the farm where the children are cared for all through the year, of their
various pleasures and pastimes, of the clothes provided for them and
of the committee in charge. Mrs. Simpson is thoroughly acquainted
with all the details of this work, having been in charge for the past

eight years.

By MRS. HENRY SIMPSON.

The wvarious guvod works of the
*hrist Child Soclety for the bene-
fit of the poor children of Wash-
ington and the District are so well
known that here 1 speak only of Its
fresh air work. [ do mnot call it
summer outings, for during the
whole year it places children in the
ecountry for periods varylng ac-
copding to the necessity of the case
Of course, the principle aim of the
fresh air work is to provide sum-
mer outings for children whose
health and home conditions make a
change imperative, and particularly
for older children who, worn out by
duties beyond their Years and
and strength, and whose Age ex-
cludes them from other free Vaca-
tions, also for delicate and crippled
children who need special care.

Visiting Committee.

The streets of Washington in sume-
mer to & casual observer look very
cool and comfortable, but there are
many alleys and slums where these
dp not penetrate, and from them the
visitors choose the children who
are to be sent out to the country for
the coveted vacation. The wvisiting
committee, composed of twenty-four
ladiez, each having a district to visit
and the privilege of choosing chil-
dren, the number varying accord-
ing 1o the size of the district. The
children are brought out by the vis-
jtors in parties of twenty-four, the
first party coming about the first
Monday in July, tn remain two
weeks, or as the necessity of the
case demands, four, eix, and some-
times eight weeks,

There s now at the home a
little girl slx years old. She came
for two weeks, at the end of that
time an ulgent appeal came from
the visitor, “Can you keep U— out
&ll summer? The home has been
broken up. Mother and baby tak-
en tc an institution where there is
no room for Mttie C until Sep-
tember™” Of course little ¢
wias Kept. And we are thankful
the Christ Child Soclety hus =»a

the little ones playing mothers with
their dolls in the play tent

After o good dinner at 12 o'clock
they nap under the blg trees, then
gnther blackberries in the woods,
and last, but not least, on hot days
have a good bath and frolic In the
pool which ig also on the place,

Clothes Provided.

Tha only garments the children
have to bring are thoss which they
have on, all they wear when In the
country belng provided, for the
Christ Child Boclety has a Fresh Air
Wardrobe, which Is composed of
everylhing necessary for the comfort
and health of children when in the
country.

I think one of the great pieasures
of the outing is the straw ride each
pariy gets to and from the electric
car (the farm belng situated three
miles from the car track), the same
big hay wagen is also chartered
each Sunday tc take the whole
party to church,

The applications for boys are not
s0 numerous as those for girle. Each
year there are many aisappointed
applicants for cards for theses sum-
mer oulings, it having been impos-
eible to send morce than about 110
each summer on account of want of
funds.

Tne mnmociety hopas in the near
future to own a country home. where
it can accommodite more children
and for a longer veriod. =» much
greater would be tha benefit 1o some
if they could remain all of the
hested term, and my feart uches
when they have to be taken back to
the hot back streets and alleys to
make room for the others, who are
wi'ting thelr turn. As the end of
their visit draws near, the cry of
the majority is, "'Oh, please, Mrs.
Simpson, can 1 stay another two
woeks!™

The commities on fresh, alr work
consists of a chairman, and the visi-
tors who collect the children and
gome members of the soclety who
are especially interested in their
branch of the Christ Child Boclety
work.

Children Appreciative,
Posslble ome or two little missives
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Free Shows by City

Hurt Business
for Regular
Ex_hibitor

A serious question thai has re-
cently been Injected into the moving
picture business !sx just how far a
municipality can o in suppiying
free shows without interfering seri-

ously Iin the business of the regular

exhibitors.

At first glance thls fquestion does
not appear to have a very serious
side, but when It Is given considera-
tion it will be seen thal the [ree
show will be an acute issue hefore
very long. It has already become
an lssue in other wections of the
country. I'n Chicago and in I’itts-
burgh. among the Iarger towns, and
In many smaller piaces, there have
heen a number of frec shows estab-
lished in the public parks and the
schools for which the municipalities
paid. In many of these showa the
Ereatest care was exercised In the
selection of the programs, with the
result that, while the %lms that were
shown were largely old—that Is,
fiim that had been seen before at
the regular houses—the programs
wers considerably bettor, "ecause
of this fact, the huosiness of the
regular exhibitors was hurt, and
they have made a very =trenuous
kick.

The strongest protest has come
from the Pittsburgh exhibitors, and
it seems to be backed by more or
less justice. The Motion Ploture Ex-
hibitors” Protective Assoclation of
Pittsburgh filed its complaint with
President John M. Goehring, of the
city eouncil. This was equal to ask-
ing for a temporary Injunction.
President Goehring, being g lawver,
ireated it as such and temporarily
suspended the municipal movies

The exhibitors compiain that they
pay the city a high licenss fee to
operate and that business at best In
poor during the summer. Adjacent
movie houses do little business when
the playgrounds are showing pic-
tures free, they may, and the best
feature at a nickel cannot compete
with a highly educational free show.
Again, many of the clty movies are
In the open air, and, therefore. more
attractive. One wil] depopulate haif
a dozen nickelodeons. As  most
membera of council are on vaca-
tions, final declsion was delayed,
but Bupt. W. F. Ashe, of the play-
grounds association, substituted
other amusements.

President Goehring sald the city
did not intend to rival the exhibitors,
but to confine its fllms to educational
and municipa! subjects means to in-
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By GARDNER MACK.

EARLE WiLLIAMS, %
The Vitagraph Leading Man, Whe Plays the Part of a Military Aviator in the
Timely Drama, “Warfare in the Skies.”

. [hm features. are negotiating now for
eNINA the SCYreeN’ me purchase of nerease neas their
Chars Rich “ 4 b | pregent  studio. They  contemplats
“harles Richman, recently secure ¥
the Jesse L. Lasky Feature Play Com- ’M‘I‘dl“ $20.000 in building an elegant
pany. Ine., for appearance belors the |new plant which will be larger and more
camera. will. m all llkelihcod, appeur | permanent than the already large studie
in Captain Barringfon, In which he|ang plant that they now are using
starred for severai years

Colone] Jasper Ewing Brady, of the:| WHAT THEY'RE m.

Vitagraph, has romg_-leted thersrenar!:o
of “The Chalics of Courage,” from the
novel by the ilev. Cyrus Townsend mg' m wmam‘
Brady, LL.D. The play s in flva piets L
and every ono full of action and - } TODAY.-
l¢nse interest. . .
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