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Held for the Present as a
Vagrant.

Mrs. Meagher, Victim in My-

sterious Affair, Shows Im-

provement and Is Expected
to Recover.

Edward Meen, alleged boon
companion of Nota McKinley, the
Washington bricklayer who was ar-

rested in connection with the
shooting of Mrs. Constance Mea-

gher, wife of Artilleryman John
W. Meagher, of Fort Myer, last
Thursday, was arrested early this
morning by Sheriff Barbor and
Deputy Sheriff Palmer, of Alexan-

dria county, at his "shack" near
Fort Myer Heights.

Meen is being held as a vagrant,
and the Alexandria county author-

ities have been able to learn little
from rum concerning McKinley's
movements on the night of the
shooting. Meen declares he knows
nothing about the affair himself,
and was in no way connected
with it.

Victim Much Improved.
Mrs. Meagher, victim ot the shooting,

louuy was reported much improved by
nhvmclaiis at Georgetown Fnlveislty
Hospital who are attending her. There
In little doubt, they say. that she will
iccover, unless sonic unforeseen com-- I

lltatlon arises. Owing to Mi s.
Meagher's rapid Improvement, no at-
tempt "HI lc made at this time to re-m-

the bullet which lodged In her
wl Inc after passing through her budy.
The patient is lully conscious, and
;ommonwelalh Attorney Crandall
lackey expects to lalk with her about

the shooting this afternoon.
Alexandria county officers are search-

ing the woods today around the Meagher
lin-n- e on Chestnut street, near Couit-lan- d

station, In the hopo of finding th
icvolver with which the shooting was,
lono. Search Is also being made along

I he path that was followed by the,
ounty officeis the night of the shoot-

ing in tracing the footprints In the snow
I rum the Meagher home to Tort Myer.
This ground has been gone over severallimes, but the searchers' only rewardlias been the discovery of foiir empty
shells thrown out along this track, ap-
parently hy a patent ejcctoi. Thev aro
believed to match the calibre of the
bullet which Is now Imbedded in Mis.Meagher's spitlo.

It is largelj from the results of meas-
urements of the footprints In the snow
that Xota McKinley Is toping held in
the county jail at Foit Myer as a .ins-
pect In the case. The county officers
say that the measurements match those
of McKinley's shoes, and that the shoes
show a worn-ou- t piece, on one toe that
would maUe impressions similar to those
discovered in the footpiints on the night
of the shooting.

To Be Held As Vagrant.
Meen was arrested lust after he had

icturned to his shanty from Geoige-tow- n.

Ho had walked across the bridge
and up the hill at Port Mer heights.
and was hailed by the officers Just as
he was entering bis home. Deputy
Khcrift Palmer says Meen did not have
a cent In his posscesslon nor any
vihlble means of support, and th.it he
will be held indefinitely as a vagiant.
Mcen's return homo early this morning
tovvimlcd a twenty-four-ho- ur vigil that
had been kept by the Alexandria county
authorities about his place.

Nota McKinley still declares he Is In-

nocent, says ho knows nothing what-
ever of the shooting, and was at his
In me in Georgetown on thi night of
l he shooting So far as the authorities
can learn, he did not possess a icvolver,
and non has. as jet been reported bb
missing or stolen.

Meen confirmed the statemenj that
McKinley did not nave a gun ninl that
he himself possessed no such weapon.
It Is hugcl. fits elicumstance that is

the county authorities in their
efforts to tiud the weapon which they
believe Mrs Meaghei's assailant threvaway atter the ahootlng.

Found Dead at Mission,
Leaves Letter to Wife

Thomas Holland, thiitv -- seven curs
"lit. of HJ3 Ij htreet southeast, was
found dead i.f cat boll i, poisoning
til his bed hi i loom t the Centiil
nimn Mission thin nionun

llell-iP- left a note iM vvlili h h .
"" ' ' " " 'us slstoi. Mm I'lorruie

. i ' l.., X. ill. N i' . be notluiil,
' ' ' " '"" ',,l be sent lo his wif-- .

M'- - Mi ,i i Holland 1MH Th fifthstreet noithweii

NUMBER

Mfa-Mar- scry Dvidson- -

. r 7 ,

s.lre, s ,

'

Will Be As Thev Willby Talent. ,
Whole Smart Set Is Working Qiven for

its own talent with the
best that Baltimore, Philadelphia, and
New York can olTer in the way of
amateur artists, Washington society to-

day allied everything In the way of art
and beauty at its command to make the
"soiree artlstlquo" at the Now Wlllard,
tomorrow and Tuesday nights for the
benefit of the families of soldier-artist- s

of France, the greatest affair of Its Mud
ever held here.

Dowager and debutante, even the
school girl who will not make her bow
for several years to come' and who ordi-

narily is compelled to hido her light be-

neath the bushel, have been Impressed
Into the service of the charity, and
are wnrkin?; tooth and nail to make
the affair a success.

Everything presages that by far the
most brilliant assemblage that ha3
gathered in Washington tor several
years will greet the rise of the curtain.
Drawing rooms, hotel corridors and li-

mousines buzzed with nothing but
on Page Twelve.)

ii
LID" GOES ON TIGHT
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Nothing But Milk, Ice, and
Drugs Being Sold in County

Today.

HYATTSVIM,!:. Aid.. Feb. 7.-- The

bluo laws of Marliind have again been
Invoked In Prince tieoige county, and
with one exception all the places of
business in this section In the habit ofdoing business on Sunday aro closed.Following the receipt of a letter from
Sheriff George V Hardy, Deputy
Sheriff Thomas It Garrison notified all
the shopkeepers In and around Hyatts-lll- e

that the would he required to
close up on Sunday.

The only exceptions made were for
the selling of mllk.'ice, and drugs. Dr.
S. William Ford, who owns the localdrug store, and who now has a charge
of violating the .Sunday law against
him. has Issued btrlct orders to his em-
ployes not to sell anything except thatallowed under the law. As his store, is
more or less considered a waiting sta-
tion for the city and suburban electriclallways. he haa been granted permis-
sion to keep it open

Eugene Burgess, who conducts the
local newsstand. Is paying no attentionto the notification from the authorities,
and is selling anything he maj have on
his shelves. All cand stores, bakeries,
and lunch rooin.i In this section are
closed.

Pastor and Son Charged
With Robbing a House

FA I! line AWM, Vi ..el, ;
Tie He' 1 hImii I" ii n ,,n l.een
held III ?"' I'i'll'l ,,v M iglMrate Millet
i,n a fiiuigf nf 1'iHKlirj similar

Ii. rge .as made against i latum Nor-
ton, the paitor's ion.

of Evidence in Leo M. Frank's Case,

Chtengtan
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Wheat are held
for the present high price of bread

In a received today by
Wilson from John J. Dillon,

of foods and markets for New
York State, In which he says the people
of hio State would a Federal
law making In il-

legal.
were also today

hy of
of und

Gcnoral from Joseph
of weights und

measures for Now York city,
as to the supply of wheat on hand, the

of an on wheat,
and the of the
of wheat

A of one of the largest
baking concerns In the United States
has that his firm will nitse
the prlco of its bread next un-

less there is a drop in the price of
wheat. In the In

this respect are similar In every large
citv In the

Have Sold At Lose.
Dillon's to

Wilson read:
"The bakers of this State

that the have been selling In cad at
a loss for some time, and unless re-

lief is within n Jew tlas a
mateiial Increase In the price of hi curt
Is h thlt, de.

Indlcites that the
chukos air outside the ()

th h Mate.
in I u til 10 It

men who nevr intend to own wheat
un Fourth Fuga.)

Minn
Below Miss MiBs

and Milton Brran.
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This is with the of a
and of the way in the

their part of the war with It is by one
who, after to some extent in the events of the and

of 1898, and, the and thrill that come
from in the of war, has now made

of those events in the much and
less of after.

This is a for a of the
of the in in 1898. The of years has

our and us and a view.
At the same time the that is has

the of the and it with to
of the upon us as a re-

sult of the war with and to of the
of what we have made may
arise from those

A
From tlie point of view of meie slnugh- - a com-t- ei

of men ami destrin tinn of pnrcil with no war at all it was a whale
rui mutest with Spain wis unt much ff a win.'
of ii wui. with :lu Ii was in Hie elTiit upon our nationalw.n of liiilm oi et-- wit'i Mn li'isn- - p ill t and oiu national
.lap.im.---i (oulliit "' ten iiii'k .iko, th w ouuht by in mciaea hjccpis In anusSpn ihh w.it w ,n luudh table thai Mi .SpiuiMi W.u had ltn uicatfdt

Hut. to i on Klf cum I'dgu.)
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MS 0. S. LAW TO

HIT GAMBLERS

New York State Commissioner

Requests President Wilson

Recommend Action.

speculators respon-
sible

telegram Presi-
dent com-

missioner

welcome
gambling foodstuffs

Telegrams received
Secretary Agriculture Houston,

Secretary Commerce Redfleld,
Attorney Gregory
Hurtlgan, commissioner

inquiring

advisability embargo
probability prosecution
speculators.

representative

announced
Saturday

meantime conditions

country.

Commissioner telegram
Prerldenl

complain

possible

inevitable Investigation
pnrtinent piincipul

jurisdiction

speculation dfleilcs
(Continued
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Above Mareerr Davidson
Schmidt, Dorothy

Spanish War
Kcene'andrMifui Consvelo Hawkes.

mowedmw- -
DEFENSE

United States the Folly
Of Being Unprepared
Oscar King Davis DeclaresArmy Was Woeful Con-

dition and Nation Won Only Because, "Com-

pared With War All, Was Whale
War?' Militia Failed.

OSCAR KING DAVIS.

article written honest intention presenting
plain wholly truthful account which United
States handled Spain. written

sharing hurried ex-

citing sumjner feeling glamour
participation stirring adventure

painstaking calmer
hectic atmosphere seventeen years

peculiarly Fitting occasion review perform-

ances "nation arms" lapse soften-
ed prejudices given better perspective wider

martial cataclysm devastating Europe
sobered thought people turned deep concern
renewed realization responsibilities devolving

Spain, serious consideration question
provision against whatever emergency

responsibilities.

SPANISH WAR ONLY SKIRMISH.
I'UKiI'lirase boriowed eplgiam,

property

I'oiiipaiod i:iiiiipmii
obllgutions

bttuig-bicuHfa- skiimish. iCoiitiiiuid

1915. PRICE ONE CENT.

Foreign

Ball at

tire New

Willard

IN WEST WEAKENS

Allies' Offensive Succeeding in

Aisne. Champagne, and
Flanders Regions.

LONDON. Feb. 7. The war oftetoday the success of spirited liut-Is- h

and French attacks along the Aisne
river and In the Champagne district.
These assaults are a pait of the new
offensive undertaken by tle allies, and
which has been progressing several
das.

The war office also announces Ilia' the
new Hrltsh field guns aro doing enoi-ino-

damage to the German foitine.t-tlon- s
in liclgluin, especially ncai ihe

seacoast.
The French arc driving; the Unmans

noithraard in the Argonne region, where
the German defense Is peiceptlbly
weakening under the Fiench offensive.

Convoys of the enenij have been dis-
pelled b cannonades, outposts diivtu
back, and now the Oi limn ccntei Is
jielrilnr lo llerce piessure Notwith-
standing that tin Fieni-- adwuves in
the Chiunpiigii" dlslilct between thi

.Hid Hho niti ale irUtlvel, small
I hex posi-os- s Kieat ntiHtegit uluc, and
nro siKiiitli'ant of tin- - weakening of the
i neiii a endurance.

HWHUN. (Via wireless), Kh 7. Im-

portant developments un the eastern
battle f r out are looked for within
the next few das. A huccess, of the
nature which marked the advance of
von Kluck's ann In front of Koishous,
is conlidcntl expiTleii ,u general
staff headquarter. '1 his wat. Inti-
mated following the aimonnremeiit
Hint the Kutsor had gone to I lie fiont
via Czcnstoiiiowa and is n.ow al theheadquarlers of licueral von lllnden-bur- g.

The forres of (teneiul ou llindeu-bur- g.

lieavil ed, continue togain ground sluwl, but suiely along
the eastern front The i lalnis made
b tin KiissIiiii general staff or

we. plug' gains again-- tlu (Jeruiuu
fori i ' lire Miiai't) coiitinilii ti-- i ..t

tern here The opposite i
Ucclurcd to be tile case.

Seepages' 8 and 9
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FINDEMUGHPOEON

TO KILL HAND
Grand Jury to Take Up Porter's

Story of Killing Eight In-

mates of I. 0. 0. F. Home.

Yn.VKCKS. X V.. Feb 7 To
fni muidir probably will be

asked for as the reult of new details
ol the shocking stoij of I'icderic
.Mors, noiter In the tierman Odd Fel-

lows' Home, who confessed he assisted
In killing at least eight aged Inmates
of the place.

In the medicine closet In the home,
the police tound lUlTlclent polon to
extei initiate a thousand persons.

Mors is In the pxjchopatlue ward at
rtellevim Hospital In New York. Adam
Hsugert. superintendent of the home,
is In tlie Westchester county Jail at
White Plains, with Max King, Fitz
Retr-her- t and Fr.iiu Schmidt, portcis.
All aie held as material witnesses.

Accoiding to Coroner Dunn, there is
sufficient testimony and corrohoiatlve
evidence to show that a sstem ot
tin cm in gratt prevailed and thu its
continuance depended upon th? death
of t lie aged men and women ol the
institution.

When Frank J. Fu.'hs. president ot
the association, learned the facts he de-

clined even to see Hanysrt and the
three potters.

1 cannot understand. I can hardly
believe It," he said. "All I can do now
is to hlp the police cleat the horrible
mystery."

'rfic police found In thp raided closet
with the poisons a score of pamphlets
dealing with medical diagnosis and
tieatment. Other pamphlets contained
treatises on poisons-the- ir eftects.
methods or administration end anti-
dotes.

The passages dealing with moi phlue
stiychnine, cvanldo of potassium
strychnine, cyanide ol potassium,
mercury, ether and cholorofoim, were
heavll.v penciled in text and Index.
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TOWNS T

Pascagoula River Overflows Its

Banks, Making Hundred

Families Homeless.

Mnnll.i:, Ala.. Feb, 7 Repot Is were
lecelved here today fiom Merrill and
Taicediile, Miss., that the two towns
nre nearly under water as result of the
I'asi'agoula river overflow inc Its banks.
More than 100 families In the two places
aie homeless, and merchants have had
to divert theii stores and leave their
slocks nt the mercy or the riood.

The tticuger lejHirts received liere In-

dicate that tbi- - flood damauc will be
boav.v The water i still rlMliu- - rapidly
anil all iiulicatloiiH an Unit the
goiila wil make a new high water rec-
ord before night.

U. S. PROBING

UNDM
OF FLAG: MAY

MAKE PRO

No Formal Action Taken as Yet

But Officials Understand
That Nation Will Allow No

Violation of Rights.

Reported Case Puts New As-

pect on Germany's Edict

Making "New War Zone."
Many Think Act Justified.

Inquiries were set on foot by the

State Department today regarding
the cabled reports of the use of the

American flag by the Cunard liner
Lusitania in crossing the Irish Sea

yesterday. Action, however, will be

withheld until official confirmation

of the incident is received, it was

declared.
While the Administration is' pro-

ceeding with great care and with

all effort to avoid offense, it may
! be stated as coming from the high

est authority that none of the na-lio-

at war will be permitted to

disregard the rights of American

citizens in the peaceable pursuit
of their trade relations with Eu

rope except in so far as such inter-

ference comes within the scope of

acts persissiblc under interna-

tional law.
The immediate effect of the

misuse or the Stars and
! Stripes was to cause officials of
this Government to view with
graver concern the proclaimed in-

tention of the German government
! to include the waters around the
British Isles as a "war zone" after
February 18.

New Light on Question.
Where Inclination had been show n by

officials to treat the German decice aa
a 'bluff," and where doubts had been
expressed as to the accuracy of the
charge made by Count von Rernstoiff
yesterday that niltili Milps arc em-

ploying neutral flags, .According to sec-

ret Instructions now know n to have
been issued by the British government,'
the I.usltanla Incident thicvv a new light
on the situation.

Justification for Germany s decima-
tion of a wai zone was seen. And it
whs bi ought home lo officials that ves-
sels of American leglstry and those of
othci neutral nations were placed in
?;reater danger bv the assumption of

bj British ship captains to
shield their vessels from attack by dis-
playing the American flag.

I''lrst, efforts w ill be made by this
Government to gain assurances from
Germany tht attempts vv III be made

naval commanders to verlt
Ihe real chnracter of vnssels lying1 neu-
tral flags betote subjecting them to
attack.

Acting Secretarj of State I. analog, tn
making public the text of the German
picclamatlon declaring waters around
Gient Britain a one of war, and cor-lcctl-

earllsr cabled lepotts that
loutes north of Shetland Island, the
eastern part ot the North sea and a
htrlp slong the Dutch coat. were In-

cluded in the restricted aiea, said hft
had been advised a full explanation of
Germany's intentions would ho lorth-comlr- g

The German toroign office.
j he snld. is sendiii-- ; to the United States.

tnrousii .MnbHSHHdor I'age, a detailed
explanation ot the GermHti admit alt'sproclamation

Will Explain Slops.
The statement. It ii undi rstood, will

explain at length ,lul what steps IIih
Geitnan government will take In Hi

i efforts to avoid ilijur lo Auicriian hip
t hound foi Fuijlanil It is expected. 1"0,
I that It Will point to the Lusltunia's car
lot the An ci Run ling a justification for

its poltlon
The I.usituu a Incident was dUvursed

lo the exclusion of ulniost over other
topic by oflicials todav At ting Secre-
tary of Stale Lansing mainl-tlnc- l

silence. John K. Osboine, first ascist-nn- t
riecietaij of State, declined to li --

cuss the question of whether a hrcuc i

of international is involved in tlu
I.usltiiula captain's action

Hasty examination of the statutes to-

dav did not reveal that there Is a law
prohibiting the mlfciise of the American
Has bv foreign vessels The Stale De-
partment In the past hAs ordeied tti
consuls to conimunleute full Information
of all such Incidents In 1879 Secietary
of State Evart- - held that 'iheic, Is no
prohibition of the use of th- - American
ling by a fort-Ia- vessels 1)0 ond the
Jurlll' tlon of the I nlted Stalls or any
penalty provided therefoi

International law authorizes rui in.
Hon to determine for Itself the cuu- -
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