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Economic Independence
Means Dignity of Labor
And Woman’s Free Choice

Mrs. Flora MacDonald Thompson Takes Issue With Mrs.
Frederick on One Point of Question Raised in Con-
troversy-—Discusses Relation of State to Home.

The editor of the Magaszine Page
F in reeeipt of a letter from Mra.
lora MeDonald Thompson, who
wrote & letter to Frank P. Walsh,
chairman of the Industrial Rela-
tione Committees, urging him to
consider the unpaid labor of wives
B8 a factor |n the soclal un-
regt of today. Mre, Christine
Frederick, in o recent lsaue of this
page, discuseed ‘“economic Inde-
pendence,” queationing the reality
of such a state and considering
the financial responsibliities Incur-
red by women who marr and
think to remain economically In-
dependent of man by continulng
to work and receive money In

mpensation from others than

eir husbande.

Mrs.  ‘I'hompson, belleving that
Mrs., Frederick is of the opinion
that wives who have carte blanche
to spend their hushand's money
are more [ndependent economical-
Iy than those poor husbands them-
pelves, writes in reply that econ-
omle independence Is not money,
but the Aignity of labor, that
woman's human right Is that of
ree mcugntlon and free applica-
tion of industry and ability,

Heres is her letter:

To the Editor of THE TIMES.

The economdc Independence of women
ap interpreted by Mrs, Chriatine Fred-
erick I8 also common to convicts and
parssites, The fermer, like wives, get
their lving for nothing (but hard labhor),
and the state, in the first Instance, like
the husband in the sacond, is taxed for
the support of that kind of economic in-

dc&m ence.
the case of parasitea a more exact

rallel of the aconomlic liberty of wives

defined. Sex In both cases there
takes women out of the economic order
and secures them a livelihood. Immor-
allty in the one case |s discerned to be
the cause of the woman's freedom from
th: exigent conditions of the economie
frdependence of men; In the case of
wives, virtue s understood to entitle
the woman to support and to elevate
her to that blessed state in which wo-
man’'s labor is happlly “sweated” or re-
duced to sweat |dleness by the noble
yielding up of pay envelopes—that is the
matrimonial string to he economie in-
dependence of men.

he main point of economic inde-
pendence {8 mot money, but the dignity

of labor,
Dignity of Labor.
The alm of mic inlependence |s
the dignity, Tu
It is not s on which one
may get, , but the terms on

which the dignityjof labor may be
achievad by wom which constitutes
the problem of economlic independ-

ence. “Produce, produce; though it
be the least Infinitesimal particle of a
product, produce, it in God's name,"”

says Carlisle and therein s the war-
rant for demanding conditions of the
work of wives In the home which
' shal]l assure a woman the opportunity
that is at the base of the economlc in-
dependence of men—free cholce of
occupation, -

Mr. Rockefeller's miners in Colorado
seem to be a long way from that
base of economic Inlependence, yet
they are vastly nearer to it than, for
example, the married woman teachers
fn publiec schools. Why? Because |t
s nothing but an aceldent of fortune
which affllets Mr. Rockefeller's Col-
orado minerse; the country reallzes
the hardship of thelr situation and is
up In arms to change It. But the
work of wives la subject to an opera-
tion of nature which for lack of in-
telligent and just action on the part of
poclety, fixes women In & condition
of economic inequality in competition
with men.

Penalizing Women.,

Thls has the effect of penalizing
women in the professions and in In-
dustry who become mothers; It has
the effect of submerging thelr unpald
industry in the home so that wives are
elther sweated in the home or they are
permitted to shirk, according to the
caprice of the husband, who may
value them most for the profit of
their wagelegs labor, or for the pleas-
ure they may yleld

The idea of determining value with
respect to the labor of wives |8 another
step toward more clearly defining the
individual as the unit o{ soclety., But
what s the whole purpose of democracy
except to fix the indlvidual as the unit
of society and to hold him accountable
in all his relations for that dignity
which Is republican as opposed to the
aristorcratic order of monarchy? Oddly
enouxh that is Christian as well as re-
publican: it {8 to the individual, not

the family, that the mission of Christ is
directed. Yet living under a democratic
And a supposedly Christian digspensation,
the American woman as an Individual
has yet to be discovered In her own
country.

Industrial reform promoted on be-
half of American woman wWage earners
ia either to the end of relegating to the
submerged conditions of house work
the cheap labor of woman because it Is
‘prejudicial to men, or else In view of
the clear necessity of population to A
nation, It {8 argued that women's work
must be relegated so as to assure child-
ren the conditione of being well born.

My suggestion to the industrial com-
misslon to urge upon the C a
maternity comission to inquire into the
conditions of housework, has met with
this response from one member of the
commission:

“I would suggest that the Children's
Bureau take up that Investigation. Or,
should it not be possible in the Chi:-
dren's Bureau, I would suggest a co-
operative. arrangement with the publie
health pervice.”

Object of Public Concern.

In other words, maternity Is to be
regarded elither as a means of child
welfare or else an Incldent of publio
health. Will nobody see that the first
object of public eoncern In the matter
of maternity Is the Individual woman,
and that it Is the Industrial incapacity
wheh maternity imposes upon the (ndi-
vidual woman, Interruptng the continu-
ity of her labor and thus making her
unequal! in competition with men that
18 the particular 11l to be regulated for
the Improvement of the whole situation
of women in Industry.

That is an economie i, and unless
we Interpret human existence as a
malady, maternity ls first of all the con-
ecern, not of the public health service,
ner yet of child welfare, but of labor
of business, of soclal well-being, of
human hnﬁrlnm. in view of the wom-
an's Individual right to ecoromic inde-
pandence, s

Incorporated in the whole scheme of
public education in the United Btates
and In other structural elements of the
nation Is the idea that children are
necesary to the state, Maternity (s
therefore a service which women per-
form for the state, and it belongs to a
democratic order that the state, rather
than the father of the child, should
rompensate the woman for that serv-
ice. Boclal fnsurance properly should
designate to the woman a mMonetary

benefit in lleu of the su rt ren-
dered by the husband for m’f"omm 2!
maternity. "

History of DhrorT.

The relief that this would afford to
the economic gituation of the husband
ghould recommend the idea. Another
point In its favor is that the history
of divorce in the United Btates demon-
strates the advisability of looking to
the more stable provision of soclal in-
surance to finance the important office
of maternity. The husband who today
by Ameriean law {s bound to suport
the wife and child by a Reno divorce
tomorrow {8 free, and the slimony the
wife may recelve makes no account of
how marriage compels the deteriora-
tion of the woman's productive ability.
After A number of years of married
life which will have cost the woman
her place In Industry or in a profes-
#ian, the wife dlvorced has no longer
the support of her husband, and the
alimony which {8 not always forthcom-
ing may, while bearing no necessary
relation to her neceéssities, at the same
time, as happened recently In the case
of an actress divorced, bind the woman
to do no work, out of consideration for

the soclal dignity of the huaband's
name

Free Choice of Occupation.

To put upon the etate instead of the
husband the tax for the monetary bhene-
fit to which maternity entitles a woman
would s!mplify’ the marriage contract
and the law. As to the adjustment of In-
dustry and business it would impose,
that s largely In actual operation In
Germany and in France, although the
reason of this adjustment remaina to be
mors clearly stated as regards the wom-
an's Individual rights.

But let it be barn in mind that the
question of woman’s rights which the
problem of her economic Independence
proposes {s not, as Mrs, Frederick econ-
celves It, the right to earn and aspend
money a8 she pleases, It 18 her human
right to the dignity of labor which de-
mands such soclal and econemic pro-
vislons as will permit her free cholce of
occupation, the free application of her

Industry and ability to the end of her
greatest achlsvement

FLORA MACDONALD THOMPSON.

ADVICE TO GIRLS

By Annie Laurie

Dear Annie Laurie: | am a youn
man about twenty-one years old,
And considered very mool looking.
I have a little love affair as many
do. And I wish e ask your advice.

A girl 1 used to go with 1 think
much of. And think she does of me.
I have studled as to how to win her
from her other friend. But how am
I golng to find out If she likes me

or not for a certainty?

W how heartless of the girl
ta refuse to glve up her

other admirer when she could have

you?

Why don't you ask tha girl the
state of her affectlons? That (s one
way to find out "for a certainty.” If
the love affalr—on your alde at least
—is such a little one, perhaps It
doesn"t matter so \'efl'!' much about

ry

HAT a shame you are 8o
good-looking, Walter! And

this particular girl, another
Dear Annle Laurie: Would v
kindly advise the most mtm.-rnll?l:

man in the world.

Two years ago thls summer my
sloter’'s old classmate and chum ca'ne
to visit her. My asister had alwavs
told me what a niee girl she waa and
wanted ine to show her as nice a
time as possible. I did, and we grew
very fond of each other

My mother and sleters sald that we
were too young to think so much of
each other. After a family talk by
her parents and mine, we promised
\hat we would write onl yonce a

month for two years or until I was
twenty-one. We have kept striot-
ly to that promiae.

Now | am twenty-one, and she ig
seventeen, but there ia more objee-
tion than ever. Our parents are bit-
terly against our eeelng each other.
I am making $0 a week with a
chance for advancement and have
31,600 in bank. My mother and sisters
and my girl friend's parents have
enough to live on

Plense, for our future happpiness,
advise us what to do,

A Most Discontented Man.

The entire case seems to be In your
favor, excapt for one thing. On what
Erounds do your parents oppose the
mayringe of yourself and your girl
friend? They surely must realize
that the simple refusal of consent
won't do. It may be that they feel
as | do, that the girl 18 too young

If this is tha case, perhaps you
will be willlng to walt a vear or
80 more. Two years of walting have
already passed, and they haven't
gecemd so long, have they?

am sure that the objection
couldn’t be on the grounds of money,

for you are getting a good salary for
8 young man of your age, uru‘f the
balance in the bank shows that

you are anything but a spendthrift
Do try walting a little longer be-
fors you antagonise your families,

Miss Luurie will weicome letters of
Inquiry on subjects of feminine intereat
from young women readers of thls
paper, and will reply to them In these
columna. They should be addr to
her care, this office,

FEMININE FOIBLES € By Annette Bradshaw

£y
1
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PREPARING FOR PEACE.

Fay—Have you made up with Jack?

Ray—Not yet.

But I'm making up for him.

Néws [tems and Notes of Club
Activities in Washington

‘fhrough the courtesy of Miller Bros.
the Ford representatives in Washing-
ton, and Mr, Kline, superintendent of
Uospel Misslons, In donating the use of
automoblleas, every branch of the Fire
Department and its 39 firemen were
visited last Wednesday by the Red Let-
ter Day department of the W. C. T. U,
Each fireman ‘was presented with flow-
ers and temperance literature. The chlef
recélved a prohibitlén map, to be hung
on the wall in his office.

‘I'nis was part of the progrnm of one
of the regular "'red letter days'' Last
weelt's celebration s known in the Dis-
trict as “"Jennle Cageldy Day."” There
are seventeen such “days™” In the work
of the District W. C. T. U., coming on
regular dates each year. The naxt to be
observed s “"Mary Allen West Day,”
which will be celebrated July 31 in honor
of a wWoman who Was a temperance
misstonary in many sections of the
world. A plenle and misslonary pro-
gram (s 'usually the order of the day,

The Washington Cultus Club held its

last meeting of the season Tuesday at
the residence of Mrs. Oscar Wilkinson
in Sixteenth street northwest,

After luncheon the meeting was called
to order by Mrs. Parls Brengle Fif-
teen members responded to roll eall
with current events. Mrs. Taylor read
the first paper, entitled “"The Relgns of
the Ptolemies.”” Miss Karr read a paper
on “Clecpatra and the Egyptian
Queens.””

The guests were Mrs. Chester S8mith,
Mras. tuart Carpenter, Mrs. Frank
Kalas, and Miss Marguerite Clark. The
club adjourned to meet In October.

The Emerson Btudy Club held its last
meeting of the sesason on June § at the
Public Library Mras. John T. Cole,
who has presided for a number of vears,
was elected honorary resldent. Of-
ficers were elected as follows: Wiltlam
Pratt, president; Mrs. Olto Praeger,
vice president; Mrs. M. E. Sabin, score-
tary-treasurer; Mra. Willlam Hastinge,
parlilamentarian, and Mrs. Clopton, Mrs.
Love, and Mrs. Walton, program com-
mittee,

“Oral Hygigne" was the subject of a
lecture by Dr. J. S8plegelatt before the
members of the Young Women's Hebrew
Associntion lust Thursday evening. The
remainder of the program wus devoted
to readings and music. Miss Rose Kirk
and A, Bheffernan sang and Mrs. E,
Elmnos dircusgsed current events

The Misses ¥.. Rogenfeld, E. Herman,
Frances Keroes, Sadle Atlas, and R.
Apphlestein were appointed memberas of
a ommittee for the joint excursloin
with the Young Men's Hebrew Asgsocia-
tion to Celonial Beach, Jupe 20.

The fAnal' meeting of Chapin Union,
W. C. T. U., was held during the past
week, the speaker of the occasion being
Mra. Emma Sanford Shelton, president
of the Distriet W. C'T. U, “Character
Building” was her tople

The meeting was opened with prayer
and a ecripture lesson by Mrs. A, N.
Tyson. the evangelistie superintendent
The recording secretary, Mrs. Francls
St. Clalr, was absent, Mrs, A. A. Maxim
substituting for her. The tressurer's
report was given by Miss G. Nichols

Johnson Bchool received the prize for

L]

the best essay on “Bcientific Temper-
ance.”

Mrs. John L. Bpeel and, Mrs. 8. M.
Gates were admitted as members.

Mrs. C. H. Hanson, Distriet superin-
tendent of medal ntests, presided at
the medal contest in the assembly hail
of McKinley Manual Traini Behool
last week. he Rev, J. A “&T’pbﬁll.
pastor of ‘allace Memoria! nited
Presbyterian Chureh, conducted the de-
votional exercises,

Four rltl.l and two boys en
the declamatory contest, while threes
girls and one y played plano selec-
tiona. The Ernnd gold medal was
awarded to ls# Ruth Clayton, who
recited '""The Convict's Warning.'”" The
sllver music medal was awarded to
i\}}lu Virginia Pate, who played “Alpine

ow."

Judges in the declamatory contest
were Dr. Clark, pastor of Hamline
Methodlst Church; Mrs. Eugene Brown,
and Mra. Northrop, of the Columbia
Behool of Oratory. e judges of music
weres Miss Mabel Linton, & teacher of
both piano and pipe organ; Mrs. John
McLean, soprano uinﬁr of Wallace
Memorial Church, and Mrs. J. A. Edgar,
District superintendent of the red-letter
da{, department of the W. C. T. U,

While the judges wera preparing their
decisions the audience listened to two
six-year-olds, Edwin Stimpson, who re-
elted "Is Temperanoce Nothing to Me?
and Lucretia Hanson. whose selection
was ‘“‘Ma Can't Vote.''

The medals were presented by Mre,
T. T. Moore, vice president of the Dis-
trict W. C. T. 1.

The 107th annivers of the birth of
Jefferson Davis was observed on Tues-
day evening at a largely attended meet-
ing at Confederate Memorial Hall, 132
Vermont avenue, under the auspices of
the ['nited Daughters of the Confeder-
acy of the District. Claude N. Bennett,
former president of the Bouthern Bo-
clety of Washington, was the orator.
Capt. Fred Beall, commander of Camp
171, U. €. V., presided.

The exercipes were opened with an
invocation by the Rev. Randolph Me-
Kim, chaplain of Camp 171. After this
the Confederate cholr sang “My Old
Kentucky Home.” Captaln Beall then
introduced Mr. Bennett, as he did so
pa¥ing mn short eulogy to Jefferson
Davia, with whom he waa parsonally
acquainted.

Mr. Bennett said that the men and
women of the south were wall typified
by Jefferson Davis, adding that "The
hardeat task the younger generation
has to fulfill is to live worthily of
those who came before us’ He spoke
of the ecrowning distinction of the
career of Jefferson Davis—that these
whoe knew him best rated him most
highly. Prescott, the historian, called
Jefferson Davis the most accompliahed
man in the United Btates Bennte, even
at the time when Clay, Wabster, Cal-
houn, and Douglass weres meambery,

In addition, the speaker gave g re.
view of Jefferaon avis' services to
this country durink the Mexican war,
has years In Congress, and his career
as Hegretary of War, closing with a
tribute to the life of Jefferson Davig
after the war

“Disinfranchised,” he sald, “he neyver
grew bitter, he never complained, he
never abused other people. He wasg the
bullder of a natlon more gornulnua than
the United States was When Washing-
ton defended it; he Wrote that nation's
epitaph; he dled the idol of Its people.”

AL the gonclusion of the address,

in

Bennett was given.a rising vots of
thanks. Crosses of honor were award-
ed to Rev. Beverly Carradine, Co. K
Wood's Mississippl Cavalry, ' Forest
Corps; James Huffman, Co. I, Tenth
Virginia Infantry; J. J. Wingfield; Co.
F, Third Viginia Infantry, veterans,
Mre. Carolina Luhn Dubose, daughter
of Gustave Lu Co, 1, North Caro-
lina Cavalry, to Major W. O. Owen,
son of Robert Latham Owen, who as
president of the Virginia and Tennessee
rallroad conveyed supplies to General
Lee's army., oese participating in the
Hﬂnuﬂon caremony wers Mre. Gus-
vus Werber, and Mias Virginia Her-
fece of Mrs. Mau Howell
ey were assisted by W. H.
Thompson.

The remainder of the meting was
turned over to Washington Camp, No.
6, Sons of Conferderate Veterans. Ma-
or E. W. R. Ewing spoke on the Dred

tt decislon. He also announced that
the B. C. V. had started a movement to
see that the history of the Civil War (s

corractly written and to correct errors
made bg Northern historiana. Miss
Hc.l(n_t‘ l.l of the Confederate Choir

sang ¢'' and benediction was pro-
?'oms'?‘%.by Rev. A. R. Byrd, Chaplain,

Hope.

“Yes, she rejected me, but she did
it in & most encouraging way."

“How was that?"

"As T went awny, she pointed to the
footprints that T had made on the car-
pet, and pald: ‘The next time you come
to propose to me, 1 want you to wipe
your shoes clean!' "—Der Gueckkasten.
L —
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All Nerves Are Alike, -
~And Without Any Value
Except As Connections

Bclentists are continuously amazed to
aee new truths rising day by day from
the trenches to smite their establighed
convictions hip and thigh.

Thus, one “authority,” who wrole &
book twenty-one years ago, had his
vanity given & body blow when he
Jearred that thé most progressive stud-
onts of his classes a dozen years after-
ward had not o?‘l never seen his book,
but had Independently and innocently
discoversd facts which absolutely dis-
proved his fossilized ideas.

Thé mystery thrown arcund the net-
work of whita ropes and strings of Us-
sue oalled the nervous systemn Sseoms
gomehow always to have prevented med[
joal, n;;n t{om acquiring a correc
knowledge of nerves.

ller, the great Teuton
Johspnes, M 'doun years

logist, who died a
gulr:rl:t s German empire was formed,

h
edlcal men that each nerve
:.nul':rﬂ?nnt from the other merves. In
other words, that the optic nerve hll.li a
peculinr kind of power which makes t:
influence different from the nervea o
nearing, smell or taste. Each of th'uel.
{n turn, is8 wr ; y held to be at vari-
e othera,

.“é:c:“nt:rtro unit, i1t was thus taught,
was A specific guality. A pain nerve,
they mistakenly belleved, cannot send
A message Lo a muscle, an eAr nerve
to the sense of taste. Du Bola-Rey-
mond, another physiologist, even went
g0 far as to maintain that if the audi-
tory nerve Was switched on to the eye
vou would hear a painting and ses
m%#: fact &, however, that all nerves
are allke, and without any Vvalue ex-
cept as connecting wires. The re'l_um
the wise men of medicine and "au-
thorities” on nervous diseases and
physiology have falled to appreciate the
truth and teach it to their patients
and the public |8 because they cannot
gee the woods for the trees.

.If each nerve were specific and could
only transmit one kind of measage,
the operations performed upon cut ana
injured nerve flbers, transplantations
of nerves, splicing nerves and experi-
ments to show the passage of A mea-
sage along a nerve would all be fall-
ures. As a matter of actual truth, all
such things are done dally.

Moreover, 1 have succeedsd In making
the optic merve grow Into & small bit

By DR. LEONARD KEENE HIRSHBERG,
1Copyright. 1918, by Newspaper Featurs Bervice, Inc.

of muscle. After half a dozen fallures,
the experiment on white rats was sue-
cessful. An electric application to tnhe
nerve caused the muscle to act the
same as If the message fashed along
Il‘.rhralullr l‘lﬂrVBl-
ere. can no longer be an

the tirmly crystallized and _unyn.n?r(':t"ut\}xt;

medieal view to the contrary’ th-
standing, that each of t.ua'n:ﬂ’:-: 2r
he

ltln ll\;lnt aRnatomy—Itke all of t ue-
cles o & Aame make-up-m
anything that it reheh:a n:;, Fnutp-

tached to, whether this be th

the skin, the muscles or {is ltn: l::
ters not. There s nothing or
mysterious about it, |n apite “the
unanimity of the short-sighted ' Wew
You may just as well expect a plece
of copper wire attached to A te ne
to be specifically different from & Aim-

liar plece of wire .
tric light. attachéd “to. gg, qlec.

Answers to Health

Questions -«

5o

M. V.-Q. What ¥ ;
underneath my .ﬂgn 1 do for ‘& boil
A.—Apply each night and. 1=
white preecipitate ointment to the lcﬁl‘

J. A, J.—Q. Wil you please giv.
a ‘femedy for corna? - ™ Eive me

A.—Paint the corns {
Erains of malleylic acifﬂt ?ﬁ'héh?é’ﬂ t:ﬁ‘;
ounce of collodion should be mdd

—— L

D. B.—Q. Will you t m
toma of pellalrs'.'y 6ol nin tha p-

A.—Pellagra has variou Yy
8kin discolorations and er:mtﬁg?":mu:-

cular weakness, despondenc -
o p ncy, melan
Dr. Hirshoerg will answer gui

for readers of The Times om m’é'ml,
hygienic and sanitation subjects that are
of general intereat. He will not under-
take to prescribe or offer advice jor in-
dividual cases. Where the subject ta not
o) general intereat lettera will be an-
swered personally, if a atamped and ad-
dressed envelope {8 enclosed. Adress oll
inguiries to Dr. L. K. Hirshberg, care
tMa office.

PERFECTION

easy to re-wick.

ness.

Use Aladdin

Washington, D. C.
Nerfolk, Va.

or D!'_dmond White O:l
to obtain the best results in oil
étovu. Heaters and Lamps.

MEALS ARE NEVER LATE

HEN you're behind with
your work, with only a few

minutes in which to get
supper — then the handy NEW

Oil Cookstove

helps you to hurry.

It lights at the touch of a match,
and cooks rapidly like a gas stove.
It regulates high orlow, merely by
raising or lowering the wick.
is easy to operate, easy to clean,

It

Sold in 1, 2, 3 and 4 burner sizes
by hardware, furniture and depart-
ment stores everywhere.

NEW PERFECTION OVENS
bake better because a current of
fresh hotair passes continually over
and under the food —drying out
the steam, and preventing soggi-
This is an exclusive NEW
PERFECTION advantage.

Security Oil

STANDARD OIL COMPANY

(New Jersey)
(BALTIMORE)

Charlotte, N. C.
Charleston, W. Va.
Charleston, S. C.




