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WASHINGTON'S PR1DB

Every family In the District has
to its credit one street shade tree;
each individual has a little less than
a third interest in one. The latest
tree census shows a tree population
of 103,185 along District streets
alone, not counting the many more
in yards and grounds than exist in
Burnt cities.

Only a few years ago many of the
trees in the city were in danger be-Du- se

of disease and parasites, but
these were dealt with promptly, aai
the result is that there is now
widespread trouble with them. The
number of removals last year still
was high, 2,596 in all, but the plant-
ing of 3,888 trees more than offset
this loss.

The Capital is proud of its trees.
No other city, it is stated, has fif ty-tw- o

miles of oak trees, such as
Washington can boast of. Many of
the recent plantings, especially in
the midstreet parkways like that of
Maryland avenue northeast, will add
greatly .to the beauty of the streets.

TH1 VIERECK DEFENSE

The publisher of the Fatherland,
George Sylvester Viereck, has pre-
sented a defense for himself against
the charge thai his paper was
backed by money of the German
government. It is an exceeding
naive defense and one for which his
friend, Dr. Heinrich F. Albert, will
hardly thank him.

According to Viereck, he started
the Fatherland without any German
subsidy and made it successful.
Then Albert, as chief financial agent
of the German propaganda in this
country, wanted to-- buy editorial
control of it and Viereck refused
the terms. He admits taking $250,
but says thut was merely for sub-
scriptions.

On the whole, it is rather to be
hoped that this story is correct.
Viereck is small fry in this affair;
he doesn't much matter. But if his
statement is true, this man Albert
assumes the character of a highly
dangerous alien, who should be de-

ported from the country without de-

lay. Viereck declares positively that
Albert is a high German official, a
"super-priv- y councilor." If that be
true, along with the rest of the
Viereck statement, then Albert, a
German official, has been using Ger-

man government money to corrupt
the American press. It is quite
sufficient.

Mr. Viereck squeaks out through a
very little hole. It isn't nearly big
enough to let Albert through.

STEINMETZ'S GERMAN LOQIC

There have been many protests
against making Prof. Charles P.
Steinmetz a member of the Naval
Advisory Board, on the ground of
his unneutral leanings, as proved by
his writings and utterances.

Yesterday The Times presented an
interview with Prof. Steinmetz that
proves his utter unfitness for the
vitally important service for which
he had been proposed. In answer to
a series of questions, Prof. Stein-
metz says in effect:

"Was the sinking of the Lusitania
justifiable? She waB carrying im-

plements of destruction to the allies.
The only way for Germany to pre-
vent their delivery was to sink her,
passengers and all. It is cruel; but
war is hell. It was necessary under
present conditions of war."

That is the substance of the Stein-
metz justification. To buttress it he
assumes a case. The United States
is at war. Its navy has been de-

feated; the enemy has landed on our
shores; threatens to overrun us, for
we are unprepared. The invading
force, however, must be supplied
from its own country. Merchant
ships bring cargoes of weapons and
ammunition to it. We have only our
submarines to cope with this condi-
tion. Would we use the submarines
in that exigency to destroy the
enemy's supplies? Prof. Steinmetz
concludes that we assuredly would,
and we must create no precedent
that might interfere with doing so.

So far, so good. Now observe the
readiness with which this German
logician shifts ground. To justify
the Lusitania murder he paints this
picture of the country at war, de-

pendent on the submarines to save
it, and using them. Then he is asked
his argument in support of prohibit-
ing traffic in munitions of war with
the belligerents, and here is his an-mre- r:

-- V are at peace with all nations;wo have no conflicting Inter-ests, we need fear no aggressor or In-
vasion from any nation, nor shall we
ever be aggressors. We therefore havethe chance to tench the worlda higher morality In teaching It to abol-
ish war. Let us plnce an te

embnrgo on exports lif such nu-tlo-

whether of ammunition, food ormachinery; let us refuse to loan any
money to these nations, und Wio war
will quickly end."

Philip, Bober, answers Philip,
drunk! The soft-voic- ed and velvet-hande- d

pacifist, with light and lead-ing.and-- all

charity in his heart, pod- -

tive that we will never have, cannot
nave, a war is ho the samo Stein-met- e

who a paragraph or two earlier
drew that horrific picture of the
United States crushed before the
conaueror and dennnrlent on mihma- -
rine murder, employing submarine
murder to save itself 7

Quite the same man. merelv eirmlov--
ing, German "neutrality" logic. To
justify Germany's murders he ar-
gues that he would do murder in
war. To Justify an embargo on
munitions he shows us that we can
never have a war and therefore have
nothing to lose by such a rule!

Any argument is a irood enough
argument to sustain the German
case before this country. But such
reasoning is not good enough to
justify placing Charles P. Steinmetz
on the board that is to direct the
development of the American Navy.

As a Naval Advisory Board mem
ber, would we get the services of
vr. Jekyll Steinmetz who knows we
will never have a war? Or would
we get those of Mr. Hyde Steinmetz
who defends a Lusitania murder on
the ground that we may be at war
and have to commit like murders ?

There are two excellent reasons
why Steinmetz must not h nlncm
on the advisory board. He doesn't
believe we will have another wat?

kherefore he can't believe we need
be prepared for it; and the business
oi tnis board is to prepare. i

Second, he favors nmhlMftncr v.i- -

ligerents from trading with neutrals.
mat is the method by which, if we
had war, we would have to equip
ourselves to fight. If Steinmetz's
view were adopted, and we could not
buy from neutrals; and if then war
came, we would face certain defeat.

it Isnt necessary to bother about
Steinmetz's svmnathfe or affilia
tions or ancestry. If he were the
most loyal American patriot alive, a
man whose mind works after this
fashion could never be trusted in the
post for which he has. been proposed.
ma xninmng is altogether too'
crooked.

COAL, IRON, COTTON, AND
CONTRABAND

It has been nointeri nut nnuji..
of late that the Germans have
gained an enormous nrlvnnfo :

the war because they have fought
memseives into control of three-quarte- rs

Of the coal minon nt !?,.,...
and into domination of the iron and
coal of Russian Poland. As wars
are made, this is a rjerfnetlv
and correct proceeding; it i3 the
misiortune of the allies, the good
fortune of war for Rrmnv ,

this condition has been brought
aDout.

Now suppose that ther nr n.
other great staple, enuallv imnnrt.
ant to a nation at war. nrnrflml'v
all of which were produced in Ger-
many, and suppose that while Ger
many has been overrunning the coal
and iron territory of her enemies,
tney, in turn, had been pressing an
invasion that had triven thorn mntml
of this other staple, shut ojf Ger-
many and her allies from the sup-
plies of it and hampered them se-

verely in producing the war supplies
that they need.

Put it another way. Assume that
the cotton srrew in the north rn
provinces of

' France which Germany
now holds, and that the world
needed it very badly. Suppose the
united Mates would ask Germany to
let it have five times its normal sup-
ply of the cotton; and suppose that
Germany perfectly understood tht
the excess over our normal require
ments was being turned over to
Germany's enemies. How ir.iioh
probability is there that Germany
would grant our request?

It is about as plain as, anything in
human affairs can be that Germany
would refuse to let us have the cot-
ton, and if she found a ship on
the high seas carrying it to the
United States she would submarine
it precisely as she did the Lusitania.

ihus far it is quite apparent that,
in the conditions that have hnn
presumed, the results suggested
would now logically and naturally.
The next step in developing the
argument is an easy one. Suppose
thart, instead of controlling the cot-
ton region of France, Germany con- -
ironea an tno avenues reaching it,
all the routes by which tho cotton
could get out and reach the enemies
of Germany. Is it possible to con-
ceive Germany permitting such a
thing to happen in such circum-
stances ?

That is exactly the cotton situa-
tion today, Tho allies have con-
quered cotton away from Germ,m
as Germany has conquered iron and
coai away irom France and Russia.
They havo done it with naval power
on tho sea as Germany has taken
tho coal and Iron with military pow-
er on land. There Is no difference in
principle. There is no doubt of the
allies' right to declare cotton con-
traband and to confiscate it when
they find it going to Germany on the
high seas. The United States did
exactly that In the Matamoras cases
during the civil war. A single cargo,
partly composed of saddlery, army
blankets, and harness, was seized off
Matamoras, It wars consigned from
a neutral, England, In an English
ship, to tho neutral market nt
Matamoras. The prize court con-

cluded that there wasn't a legitimate
market at Matamoras, for that
amount of such supplies und conns.
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cated them. Tho Supreme Court of
the United States sustained tho de-

cision. '
The attitude of the allies is pre-

cisely parallel now. They find that
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, nnd
Norway are receiving many times
tho amount of cotton they get in
normal times; they know as a mat-
ter of common information that this
cotton is going to these neutrals be-

cause from them it can be forwarded
without difficulty to Germany.
Therefore they take the position
that these neutrals are entitled to as
much as they need for their own
normal uses and no more, and they
arre trying to devise measures that
will make it possible for them to get
the benefit, that their superior sea
power entitles them to, exactly as
Germany gets, in coal and iron, the
advantages that her successes on
land hnrve warranted her in claim-
ing. .

From London come now very
pointed intimations that the allies
will find it necessary to place cotton
on the contraband list. That will
enable them to do, in a Btrictly legal
wary, the thing that they need to do
if they are to "cash in" the benefits
of superior sea power It will be
unfortunate for American cotton;
but the allies will not make' all the
sacrifices while Germany makes
none. There may be statesmen of
the Hokesmith style who imagine
the allies can be bluffed into doing
it; but they will learn their error in
due time.

It would be highly desirable if an
international agreement could be
made under which all honestly neu-
tral markets could be protected in
their privilege of getting as much
cotton ars they need for their own
use, with effective guarantees that it
should not get into the hands of the
allies' enemies. That arrangement
is what the allies have been trying
to effectuate. They have already
sacrificed a great advantage for a
long period in order to extend the
utmost consideration to neutrals.
The measure of appreciation with
which their course is viewed by
some prominent "neutrals" is sug-
gested by the declarations of Sen-
ator Smith that he would forbid all
trade with England unless she gave
free sea routes to all our cotton.
Just such declarations as that are
certain to discourage England and
her allies in all efforts to extend
favors to neutrals. If cotton is made
contraband it will have its fool
friends to thank for a large contri-
bution to that end.

WHEN THE BAND PLAYS

"El Groucho," who wrote, in
rhymed prose, to The Times Mail
Bag his complaint against noisy
youngsters at band concerts, has a
first-clas- s, all-wo- ol grievance.

The concerts of the United States
Marine Band, at both White House
and the Capitol, seem to have be-

come places where very young chil-
dren may be brought to play about
and exercise their lungs in so doing.
But they are somewhat restrained
because the policemen will not let
them run about.

The evening concerts in the parks,
in some cases, have become almost
travesties because of this nuisance.
Recently, in Lincoln Park, the En-
gineers' Band was placed in a roped
inclosure, but the youngsters were
allowed to slip under the ropes, and
they made so much noise that it was
impossible to distinguish, most of
the time, what the band was play-
ing.

No one but a grouch would object
to the presence of the children, but
any music lover who attended ote of
these concerts must have wondered
why some measures were not taken
to keep them quiet. The music given
by all these bands is of a high qual-
ity, and open air conditions, without
a sounding board, are bad enough,
but it must bo most discouraging
for the musicians to play in the face
of ar noiso and din that overwhelms
any music they can make.

THE MARRIED TEACHER

Oregon is the latest State to take
the stand that getting married is
not a sufficient offense to cause the
dismissal of a teacher from tho pub-
lic schools. The District of Colum-
bia is getting more and more lone-
some in its school board's insistence
that instant dismissal shall bo the
penalty for marriage.

In Oregon the circuit court has
just ruled, in substance, that tho
fact that a teacher, employed under
a tenuro of office act, hars become
married is no just causo for dis-

missal, oven though her contract
contains a stipulation that her serv-
ices will be terminated if she fails
to remain single.

In Washington there is not even
such a clause in tho teacher's con-

tract. There is only the saered and
inviolable "Rule 45," which airily dis-

poses of tho question by providing
that teachers who marry "automat-
ically sever their connection with the
service."

There are all sorts of safeguards
In Washington against the unjust
dismissal of a teacher for any other
cause. She may appeal and she may
protest to various officials and she
may have her case reviewed. But
she can make hsr execution quick,
sure, and painless if she simply gets
married, )

MAIL BAG
(From The Times' Readers.)

Communications to the 'Mall Bag must
oe written on rnm aide of the psptr
only; must not excteil iOO words In
length, and must be algnsd with nam
and address of sender. Th publication
of lettsrs In The Times' Malt Bag dosi
not mean tha Indorsement by The Times
of the opinions of the writer. The Mall
"a" Is an opn forum, whire the (BltU
tens of Washington can argue most
question!.

It's Hard To Be Musical In El
Groucho's Neighborhood.

To the Editor of THE TIMES:
I am very fond of music, etrong for

really clever stuff; Rubensteln and
Bach and Ilandl, Bcems 1 never got
enough.

I will listen to a hurdy, and will
think lfs simply grand; 1 will stay all
day nnd hearken to a little German
band.

1 will waken In tho night time, while
all around tho neighbors fret, and find
Jo In the nocturnal song of amateurquartet.

And whate'or may be the caliber, orrag or classic grand, I am heavy on
enjoyment of good music, fresh or can-
ned.

And so on throughout my lifetime, In
the morning, night and noon, I get Joy
and peace and comfort from tho hear-ing of u tune.

But there Is one bllnky-blank- et upon
whom 1 fain would linger ho's the
Kuy who's always playing tho piano
with one finger

If In F ho. has the keynote here's
what gets me up a tree, that In playing
"Homo, Sweet Home" ho hits the nat-ut- al

on B.
Hut this crime Is far outshadowed by

the fact, It seoms to me, that in wind-
ing up the effort, he persists In nnnl 15.

EL. GROUCHO.
Washington, Aug. 17.

Now Cometh the Kick On Over-
crowding the Jitneys.

To the Editor of THE TIMES:
I think the tlmo is ripe when some

action should be taken In reference to
overcrowding on tho "Jitneys." On the
iin street route particularly it seems

to be tho rule, rather than the. excep-
tion, that cars built to carry four per-
sona besides the chauffeur, are calledupon to transport from eight to twelve.

The authorities, as well as the gca-er- al

public, have been patient with Vne
"Jltnejs," but sufficient time has now
elapsed and the companies should be
well enough established to find a
means to prevent tnls congestion. Ifthey cannot operate at a profit with-
out It. then the "Jltnoy" form of trans-
portation is a failure.

Aside from the discomfort of the Pas-
sengers, and Uio possibility of accidents
through the hampering of the move-
ments of the chauffeur. It Is certain
these cars, staunchly built as they aro
for the regulation number of occu-
pants, carmot stand the heavy strain
imposed upon J.hem. Suppose the run-
ning board on which three to four pas-
sengers usually stand, should give
way while the car is running at full
sped?

Of course It Is none of the 'public's
business If the chauffeurs see fit to ride
their "lady friends" and other "dead-
heads" up and down the route, to the
exclusion of paying passengers, but ft
Is another matter when public safety
Is concerned.

FORMER JIT PAB8ENGBR,
Washington. August 16.

Need Expansion In Field of Activity
of the Small Boy.

To the Editor of THE TIMES.
I have been considerably Interested in

the letters of some of your correspond-
ents with regard to annoyances caused
by small boys. 1 note particularly that
it was very quicKiy snown tnat thequestion had two sides. I think I can
show that It also has a third side, and
possibly a fourth, but even these four
sides do not make ll altogether a
square deal for tho boy. At one time I
organized a tennis club. We tried to
keep our nets, balls, markers, etc.. In
a box made of very heavy material and
nailed with large spikes to a tree. All
of our precautions, however, went for
nothing, as the boys broke the heavy
planking of the box and stole the balls
nnd nets. Never have 1 seen a place
with as many "bad" boys as Washing-
ton.

I do not want to be understood as
holding the boys wholly responsible.
"Taxpayer" wants to arrest the fathers
of the boys He evidently is not a
father. In fact, I think the real diffi-
culty can onl be understood by those
who reallie the absolute necessity of
conditions similar to those afforded by
rural life for the full exercise of tho
boy'H 'predisposition to ceaseless move-jne- nt

and activity. If boys are normal
they are going to be stirring. Surely
no one could have failed to observe
Washington's pitiful poverty In places
for children to play.

But here is the fourth side to this im-
portant question. There Is nothing any
truer than the old saying that "an Idle
brain Is the devil's workshop." A large
number of boys in Washington are busy
practically all day selling newspapers,
or rendering other useful service.
These boys who are busy have not been
the ones who annoyed "Taxpayer" or
"Tormented."

A few months ago I was much sur-
prised to run into a street-corn- er meet-
ing where a woman, whose gray hairs
should have been associated with sound
Judgment, was advocating still further
curtailment of the privileges of the
boys. She was recounting with evident
pride the record which her organiza-
tion had made in bringing about re-

forms. The star performance of her
otganlzatlon In Maryland was obtain-
ing legislation which prohibited any
boy under fourteen selling newspapers.
She wont ahead to explain, however,
that a wicked millionaire newspaper
owner persuaded the legislature to re-

duce the limit to eleven years. I say.
three cheers for the wicked millionaire,
and may Washington be fortunate
enough to have the same one or another
like him when this reform strikes us.
I learned aftorward that this reformer
lives out beyond Chevy Chase, where
her own children, If she has any, have
ample room for expansion.

I earnestly hope that Washington par-
ents will repel such reformers os en-

ergetically as they would a plague of
cholera. What wo need here Is not con-
traction, but expansion of fields of ac-

tivity for children. My sympathy 1b

all with the children, and particularly
with the boys, and I am sure, too, that
your correspondents havo not suffered
ns much as I huvo from tho doprodn-tlon- s

of small boys. Tho parents of
Washington are not doing tho right
thing by their children in pormlttlng the
city to develop with total disregard for
tho rights and physical needs of tho
children. To this extent thoso who hold
the parents responsible are correct.

Washington, Aug. 17. J. H. M.

Praise Resolution Asking Sidewalks
and Footpaths.

To tho Editor nf TUB TIMES!
At the meeting of the Washington

Safetv First Association, hold recontly
at the Public Library, a resolution was
adopted requesting tho District Com-
missioners to Include In the estimates,
sufficient appropriation for laying sldo-wnl- ks

and tho making of foot paths,
especially In the suburban seotlons,
where there are no paved streets, There
hos been much praise from residents In
the suburban seotlons for this action.
Theso residents say that aa they, as
well bb the children, must traverse tho
streets, and in many cases the middle
of the street, Is tho only clear space
to walk In, It is the much wiser plan of
the District authorities to boo that
proper foot paths are made on thn side
of tho Htreet or roadway, The suburban
sections aro rnpfdly bolng settled, much
morn bo than tho necessary Improve-
ments, and thus these foot puths nan
bo mado at a much less cost than the
regular concie o or brick sidewalks.

The public schools will soon be opnned
and th children will ondnngr their
lives b using the roads Especially In
the early morning nnd late In the nfler
noon arc these roads moro frequently
used, TtJa,-- t

High Finance Exposed
In Rock Island Report
Startling Disclosures of the Influence of a Holding

Company in Manipulating Great Railway Are
Made by Interstate Commerce Commission.

An ungarnlshcd story of "high
finance," the swapping of stocks that
mounted Into millions, the pulling down
Influences of those modern financial In-

stitutions known as "holding com-

panies," and "the methods by which a
great railway may be manipulated Into
a receivership," 1 told today In a re-

port of the Interstate Commerce Com-

mission on tho result of Its Investiga-

tions of the affairs of the Chicago,
Rock Island and Pacific Railway Com-

pany.
Tho commission's report Is an un-

usual document. It is an official
'Frenzied Finance." as startling In

some of its disclosures as Thomas W.

Lawson's expose.
Need of Limitations.

The moral of the tale of stock ma-
nipulation narrated by the commission
Is found In the opening paragraphs of
Its report. Describing tho condition of
the Rock Island under the

rule, the commission says that In
1902 tho road was thriving, "its pros-
pects were promising, and its stock sell-
ing In the markets of the world at
more than 1200 a share. In 1914 the
shares had fallen to (20, and the road
Is now in lecclvers' hands."

"Uv this case," concludes the com-
mission ajter nn extended review of the
management which brought about the
change, "the need of some limitations
on the Issuance of stocks and bonds
by common carriers, whether directly
or through holding company devices or
otherwise. It again demonstrated."

The ordinary stockholder, according
to the commission's review, knew lit-
tle or nothing of what was going on
and the board of directors was In con-
trol of the syndicate.

Some Startling Findings.
Among the startling finding of the

commission Is that showing approxi-
mately $1,000,000 to have.bcen distrib... .
uted as gratuities ana oonuses m ,.......uvj '.... it... i ., u ii'uii.. .,irifjt,, lilt;

high-pai- d ofnciais. uonauons rnng-- i
Ing from $15,000 to $250,000. In stocks
or cash, are declared to have been
glycn officials of high and low degree.
Meanwhile, some or these . officials
had been drawing salaries as great or
nearly as that of the President of the
United States.

The commission mentions a number
of beneficiaries of the gratuity sys-

tem. Among them were- -

"Upon the retirement of R. A. Jack-
son an general solicitor, he was given
$100,000 in cash.

"C. H. warren, vice presiaent. was
given ty tne railway compan lou.uua,
in nnr value of the common and $105,- -
000 In par value of the preferred stock,
of the New Jersey company and $50,
000 In cash. There was no board
authorization for the latter expendi-
ture, the item being represented In
tho records of the railway company
merely by a voucher signed by D. O.
Reld. j

I

Other Gratuities
"R, R. Cable, a member of the execu- -

tlve committee, received from the rail- -

millions.

Hnance"

way company .,vuu in uumia ui m i companies the the
Iowa company, then worth $24,500, for1 members of which held but little

than of the.,.i of one-fourt- hin acquisition (spcured con,ro, of and d(rmlna',et, thBurlington. Cedar Rapids North- - arralrs of transportation system."
.,-- ., rfatlurpv- - Cnmnnnv. and he was
paid by the latter company $85,000 In'
the same transaction. .r. bibu
received another contribution, which
will be referred to later.

"Robert Mather, vice president, was
given $25,000 In cash.

"When the capital stock of the rail-
way company was Increased to 0,

shares of the par value of
$880,500 place In the name of
the president, to be thereafter dis-
tributed in accoidance with the fol-
lowing resolution of the executive
committee passed at a meeting held
in New York July 1. 1902:

" 'Resolved, That such portion as the
president may determine of the shares
of the Increased capital stock of the
company not required for the purpose
of the foregoing resolutions shall be
disposed of at par by tho president
for the benefit of such officers of. the
company as the president shall elect
and determine.'

Paid Fancy Salaries.
This Indictment of the commission

followed an extended resume of tho
domination of the Rock Island dlre-tora- te

by the syndi-
cate, which held practically full away
without Inquiry or Investigation by
other directors.

Among tho derelictions charged to
the syndicate management of the Rock
Island by the commission are the pay-
ing of fancy salaries to officers, tho
payment of unexplained bonuses to
favorite officials, "campaign contribu-
tions," unaccounted for miscellaneous
expenses, the large upkeep of holding
companies, and the manipulation of

Concerts Today
By the U. S. Soldiers' Homt
Band, Bandstand, at 6:40 p. m.

EMIL A. FENSTAD.
Assistant Director.

March, "Guard of Honor". Leunhardt
Overture, "Le Roo d'Tvetot"...Adam
Cornet Solo, "Slegmund's Llebes- -

lled" Wagner
Selection, "The Three Twins".

Hoschna
Fantasia, "A Slolghrido Party"

Mtchaells
Waltzes, "The Spirit of Love". .Hall
Flnalo, It's a Long, Long Way

to Tlpperary" Puck
"Tho Star-Spangl- Banner,

Br United States Marine Band,
Capitol at 5 p. m.

WILLIAM H. SANTELMANN,
Leader.

March, "Under Freedom's Flag,"
Nowowleikl

Overture, ''Oberon" Von Weber
Reverie , Ley bnoh
Excerpts from "The Girl From

I'tnli" Rubens
Serenade, "!.es Millions d'Arlequln."

Drlso
Grand scenes from "Faust" Gnunod
Grand march 'Coronation,"

Tschulkoweky
'Tha. Htar-Spungi- Banner,"

subsidiary stocks which cost the Rock
Island

Throughout the report nyndlcatc man-
agement and what is popularly known
as "high aro blamed for thndissipation of a great and paying rail-
way property.

Vouchers approved by tho syndicate
management for "general expenses."
"contributions to campaign committee,"

nolrilng syndicate,
more

his Ices the the
and thlg

were

lor tne nenem of tho railway com-
pany." and "for advertising In editorial
and news columns" of n Denver news-
paper aro among tho unexplained Items
listed by the commission In condemn-
ing the practices of the syndicate
Gratultfes and bonuses to officers, It Is
alleged, were common.

In lta review of the stock manipula-
tion of the syndicate, the commission
shows that In 1901. the

combination acquired about
of the railway company's stock,

and soon controlled the bonrd of direc-
tors. In 1902, the capltnl of "the Rock
island was Increased to ITS OOO.OOO from
an original capital of M,r01,CO0 "and
the board authorized President Leeds to
sell to certain Individuals portions of
this increased stock at par, although at
the time the stock was quoted at ITS"."

Revealing the "high finance" methods
In the organization of the holding com-
panies, which followed soon after, thereport says:

Secured Domination.
"The authorized capitalization of tho

Iowa company was $125,000,000 In stock
and $73,000,000 In 1 per cent collateral
bonds. That of the New Jersey com-pan- v

was 1150.000.000 In Htni-k- . nf whlrh
$54,000,000 was preferred and $96,000,000
common. In the latter company thepreferred stock only had voting power
to elect directors of the first class,
frhlch directors under the by-lH-

a majority of the board. The
directors of these two corporations first
elected were merely figureheads, but
later members of the syndicate became
directors of both companies and con-
trolled them.

"The New Jersey companv and the
Iowa company each Issued their stock
as fully paid, whereas no payment was
mode on either. Then upon motion of
D. G. Reld. the Central Trust Com
pany of New York, of which J. N. Wal
ace was and Is president, was selected

as trustee, and an arrangement was
TTInrln wtfli tVinf frrrurt ...I. aaI, .tin
entire bond issue of the Iowa romnanv
ana siock issue or tne New Jersey com
pany were placed with it under an
ogreement that they were to be ex-
changed for stock of the railway com-
pany In the proportion of $100 In Iowa
company bonds, and $70 in preferred
and $10J In common stock of the NewJersey company for each $100 In stock
of the railway company, or $270 face
value of the holding company securi-
ties for each $100 par value of the rall-wn- v

company stock.
"Under this agreement the members

of the syndicate deposited rallwav stock
ns follows: D. G. Reld. $,',.915,437.50;
W. H. Moore. $G,118.975. J. H Moore.
W,059.2r,;.60: W. B. Leeds. $5,597 100. mak
lng Q totnl of 2o.C90.775. for which thevrprivri i?0Kin77s in Mm i.n-- ,.m'
r,any- - bonds nnd the same amount In
the common and $1 1.4S.1.542 In the pre-
ferred stock of the Now Jersey com-
pany, n total of $55,8fi,r,n92.

"I'nder the terms of the trust agree-
ment the railway stock deposited was
to be held by the trust company as
collateral to secure the Iowa company's
bonds, and the trust company was au-- I
thorlred to sell the rallwav stork iinnn
default of payment of Interest on nny
of.4g. by the organization of the two

MERCHANTS T

TO GET AVENUE P. 0.

Business Men Insist Office at
Former Site Is Imperative
to Welfare.

To draft a letter to Postmaster Prae-ge- r,

setting forth in further detail the
Inconveniences to which Pennsylvania
avenue merchants assert they are put
because of alleged Inadequate postal
facilities, Isldor Grosner, the chairman,
has called a meeting of the citizens'
committee organized several months
ago to urge the establishment of a
b.a.ich office in the Postofflce Depart-
ment building at Pennsylvania avenue
and Eleventh street northwest. The
meeting win he held at 1:30 o'clock Frlday afternoon In the rooms of the Re
tall Met chants' Association.

The campaign for the branch office
was Inaugurated last January with the
appointment of a committee composed
of Mr. Grosner, Charles C. Muncaster,
Lcm Towers, Jr.. George Harris. Louis
jacoDs, ana carl Brodt.

As a first- - Sten toward thn nrcnmn
llahment of thclrtibject the committee
waited upon Postmaster Praeger and
outlined their case, giving as reasons
In support of their petition Insufficientsupplies of stamps at tho small branch
offices located in the business districtbordorlng on Pennsylvania avenue, be-
tween Sixth and Fifteenth streets
narthwest; late deliveries of the morn-
ing malls, and delays in seeking serviceat the branch offices.

When the postmaster had announced
nis inaoillty to acquiesce In tho request,
the committee carried Its case to Post-
master General Burleson. The latttr,
however, referred them back to Post-
master Praeger.

Tho committee then began a syste-
matic campaign among the merchants
nnd other business men In tho section
of tho city which wijuld receive serv-
ice, from tho proposed branch office,
and a petition was prepared to which
moro than 1.000 names were appended.
This was taken to Mr. Praeger, and la
now on Hlo nt his office. The- - post-
master still contended, nevertheless,
that tho need for tho branch was not
sufficient to Justify the expenditure
that would bo required.

Having met with no success, tho com-mltt-

postponed further activity until
fall, but Mr. Qroaner today said themerchants Interested In obtaining the
branch have becmo so Insistent, claim-
ing that their servlco Is so poor, that
ho decided to call tho committee to-
gether at onco nnd again take up thequestion with Mr. Prnoger.

Bids for Navy Aeroplane
Motors Are Wanted

The Navy Department will open bids
on September 1 on motom for naval
neroplnnes An expenditure ,of $100,000
l Involved, Twrnt) seven motors are
to ne nnuKiii

Bids have liren nought with the Idea
of encouraging American builders to
develop a type of motor eultabl to the
naval sarrloa.

Attractions
Coming To

Washington
Tho buoyant star of "High Jinks",

Stella Mayhcw aided by Bllllo Taylor,
will battle for headline honors with Joo
Jackson, tho "European Vag-
abond," at the 13. F. Keith theater next
week, tho last of tho summer vaude-vill- o

season. Miss Mayhcw is a stand-
ard attraction in cither drama, musicalcomedy, or vaudeville, where her syn-
copated songs and her stories art alwaysgreeted as of tho latest Broadway vin-tage. Joe Jackson la without a peer inmo world of burlesque cycling. Next
w.?ik he.w"l offer new whimsicalitiesawheel. William A. Brady Is again fav- -
rr:.V;uuuev"le with a special produc-tion, his presentation being Clarence Oll-- er

and Qeorgle Olp. In Agnes Scott's
rni??u lUo Wn" Between." Other
imi i5 of the bl" wl b crl Bv'
ii7. .1. Ear''. Ann Sutor, FranclB
Amirir''th J t'aveloguo on South
n.!?i t ""tf MexIco; Eddlo Emerson
Smi n,rrtv ,?nl(,w'n. the four Danubes.news Pictorial. August 30

Hnrrill BfasSH "cna wlth Gertrude
In "Sumurun."

,.,i J conctr's repeating the current
Z nn,?t.I;?ctlon wl" bK'n nt Sunday

3 p. m.

Folloing the appearance of ElsloJans in "Nearly a Lady," which, is thoPhotoplay attraction at the ColumbiaTheater the last half of this week. Mar-- u'

C'.ln.rk w,n bc 8n In her latest
North "P romancc "ilelene of the

This production starting Sundaynoon will continue the fi?st four ftys"f
the week and will be followed b'y thl
nfC.f. . J;askv, Feature Play Com- -
Sf icittv ,tX02uct,olJ' ',The Marriage

the debut of;?! " oriJ.. ,,lto the realms of th
ShiV. id .for 1.he ""cccss she achievedpaying in this city last winterIn Madam President "

There is more than the usual In.
terest In the coming Jack Singer's
Bchman Show to the Oayety Theaternext week. The niinriinn . u."lxle" weeks' engagement at theColumbia Theater In New York dur- -
iie ine course or which all existingrecords for "run" n.rri.m..... .

urleaque were smashedihe company Is headed by Lew-Kelly- .

Supporting him there are Len"aall',.E ' Sheridan, Harry La
vn 'i.J!ed,n v.von. Melle'-- . Harry

,i?mes Tcnbrooko. Ameta Pynes.and The performance Includesa one-a- ct burlcsmm untin.j tu.Dope's Legacy." n na.otno- - .
stage stars of prominence and a one-a- cttravesty baped on Bronson How--

",ama nenandoah." Notm,... i ..ont ui wie nig features Is i thePersonation or Julian Kltlnge whichby MarleHe. Another feat-'tl- e
Performance is the CharlieChaplin burlesque.

Announcement is made of a fox-tr- ot

contest to be held In the pavilion atGlen Echo Park next Wednesday. Thocontest has been scheduled by the man-agement as a result of the Interest dis-played In the one-st- p and hesitation con-tests held last week. The winner will be
V i'"""i-siunae- a go tl medal,valued at jo. which win h .ii.i..... i

tho window of the store of Ch..-- l
fcehwartz & Son.

In addition to flip moHni v,i, in
be awarded to the lady, a 'special prlzawill be given to the winner's danefngpartner. There will ho nn AtimiUS
contests for the fox-tr- ot championship.lhe contest being held only on the one
i.Kui. nose wno wish to enter may

leave their names with h mn..r..any tlmo up to the hour of the start ofme contest.
The concerts at the park next Sunday

Will be bv Celfo's hlir hnnH Th... o..
day concerts are arranged for the bene- -
iii vi iiiohp nno are-unan- to get out'to the park during the week. The freemotion pictures every night are provlnra big attraction, the management hav-ing arranged special film programs.

WHAT'S ON PROGRAM

IN CAPITAL TOOAY

1 M.tiwh

Today.
Concert. United Staten Soldiers' Home BaaChsndptand at home, 6:i0 p. m.
Maonlc Washington Centennial, too. 14. 9.C: Oelria. No. 2, called off. and kaat

Gate. No. 34. lalled off. .
Odd Fellows Federal City. No. JO. defrae- -

Eattern, No. ". Harmony, No. f andFriendship. No, II. business
Rojal Arcnnum Francis Scott Key CouncilPotomac nank building; Municipal Council.New MAsnnlc Hall
Concert. United States Marine Band, Capital.

5 p. m. i

Amusements.
Keith's Vaudellle. 1:15 and 8:15 p m
Oaretv Burlesque. ,::15 and 1:15 p. m
Glen Echo Open air amusements, all da'y an4evening.

Tomorrow
Meeting, District Suffrage League. MarkSquare, Pennsylvania avenue and Eighth

street northwest. S to 10 p. m
'nullders' Day" at Camp Good Will. Auto--.

mobiles leave headquarters. 1220 New Torleavenue northwest, at 4 p. m.
Masonic Hiram. No. 10, M, M. ; Naval Na.

4: Ijifayette. No. 19. F. C; Wn, R. ai'nrle--
ton, No. 30.

Odd FellowsColumbia, No. 10, and Salem.
No. 22. degree; Covenant, No. U, buslnaaaand social.

Knights of Columbus Keana Council.

Book Reviews
PATRICIA, By Edith Henrietta Fwe,New York: Q. P. Putnam's Son Priee

11.33.

The storv of Patricia, the Mttle BnN
llsh girl who, on the death of her fath
cr. was forced to live with rectory '
relatives, should have a broad appeal,
for the samo plot Is enacted many timee
a dav In real life. Just how the youn
girl can adjust herself to another Ufa,
after the Inevitable breaking up of n3
home through death. Is Interesting! i

portrayed.

A CLOISTERED ROMANCE. By V?oraac j
Olnrntead. New York! ChHHa Jx4twia
Sons. Price $1.26.

With a quiet poise which Is the kem
note of this book, Florence OlmsUatftpublishers have advertised It as "unsetu
sattonal" and actually speak the trutiL
It Is unsensatlonal. from tha worldly
vlowpolnt, but it chronicles a bit of tne
hlatorv of the home of tho Little Bis-
ters of the Poor, which to them. uwildly exciting. The plot Itself Is ner '
liglble. scarce sufficient for more thea
a snort siory. uui me aonneation et
Duma oi wiv vuniiicicrs mis in tno tTmpSj
ana nciuauy manes me reader forga '
me ncro ana ine nerome. wnicn,
course. Is bad novel bulldlnr. but W.tine cnaracter delineation indeed.

THE SECRET 8ERVICE BUBMARIKB. B
Ouy Thome. New York: Sully A KliUu
telch. Trice $1.00.

A storv of submarine life In the pres-
ent war. The scene is laid on the aast
coast of England, and the story tells of
the plot of a German spy. Its detection
by an Knallsh schoolmaster and his at
tempt to frustrate It.

AN EGYPTIAN LOVE BPELl By
Herrlngton Billings. New Yorkt ':(.antral rusiuning uo, iTlca to

V
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