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THE GREAT PEACE VICTURY

Organization of the enginea of

War on a tremendous scale, during
the Europenn struggle, tukes hold of
the imagination despite their grue-
some purpose. But Dr. Richard P.
Strong, the American surgoon, who
headed the fight against typhus in
Serbia, has quietly made a report to
the National Red Cross headquar-
ters that epitomizes the greatest
battle yet made against diseuse,

Within six months an epidemic
that carried off between 135,000 and
150,000 people while it was raging
was stamped out so effeclunlly that
for two weeks before Dr. Strung
left Serbia there was nol a single
new case,

The methods employed were
heroic. In matter-of-fact fashion
Dr. Strong tells how whole city
blocks were destroyed or burned out-
right, and how hundreds wore herd-
ed into special trains to tale their
first baths in eight months.

Men who volunteered to serve un-
der Dr. Strong literally walked into
the jaws of death. Yet there were
no heroics, no fireworks methods
about the performance; the work
was organized as carefully and thor-
oughly as a well-oiled campnign for
selling a new product.

Along with tales of new achieve-
mente in death-dealing, it is a com-
fort to realize that the United
States has won the greatest victory
of science and humanity so far re-
corded in the war,

LOWEST COST OF LIVING

Trained investigators from two
soceties in New York set out to find
the lowest possible weekly income
upon which a family of five can be
supported. They studied the ques-
tion from figures furnished by fam-
ilies. Their verdicts were within a
dollar, one setting $16 anl tre oth-
er %15, as the least amount that
would purchase the bare necessities
of living for such a family.

In Washington no such Lhorough
inquiry has yet been maide, though
one is under way., Experts from
two relief-giving organiaztions here
unite in saying that $15 is a rea-
sonable minimum income, and that
$12 is the very smallest on which,
by most careful management, a
family of five can live.

In wiew of these figurea the plea
of several social serviee organiza-
tions that the wage of (ay laborers
be raised above 8150 is entirely
reasonable. Such a plea is not made
in the mere interest of fair play
and justice; it is a matter of com-
munity economics. Out of the ccores
of families assisted by one of these
organizations it was found that not
one was being supported outright,
but that the calls were all from
families with inadequate icomes,

The social workers naturally urge
that the District gevarnment set
the example by raising the pay of
ite own day laborers te mere than
8160 a day. It is poor business
for a city to pay ite workers too lit-
tle to live upon, and tnen throw
the burden of maintaining them on
another department of the ety gov
ernment, the charities office, or ex-
pect private contributions Lo help
maintain them.

There is even a werss result than
the digcomfort of the families, and
their loss of self respect, ‘i he most
far-reaching effect is upon the chil-
dren. They must forego schonl and
work, or else they are likely to be
poorly nourished and insufliciently
clothed.

NOW A BALKAN SHAMBLES

Balkan developments are still

screened from the rest of the world |

by military barriers uround the new
war zone and by censors beyond
them; but Balkan possibilities are
infinite.

Unquestionably, despite all de-
nials, Prussian drill masters have
been in charge of the Bulgarinn sol-
diers for weeks in anticipation of
the stroke now delivered aguinst the
allies. And now there is no doubt
that Austro-German forces are be-
ing thrown across the boundaries of
Serbia in a precipitute attempt to
drive on through Bulgaria to the re-
lief of the beleaguered Turks, But

before the eyer of the world became
fixed on the present movements of
fleets and armies converging on the
storm center of the Near Enst.
Yet with virtually a new war al-
ready burst there in the Balkans it
is impossible to tell just woat is
happening and it is vain to try to
forecast the future. But the one
certain thing about the scenes now

mystery which shuts the details out
from the gaze of the world is that
!no darker, more desperate, terrible
scenes have been enacted in the war
iof Europe than are now to go on
|within those scant limits of petty

princes bargaining, conspiring,- and

betraying with and ngainst one an-
lother in their own domains no less
Ithan with and against the great
|powers which now come from with-
|out to make the final shambles of
the already blood-soaked soil of the
| Balkans.

| ROCK CREEK PARK AND THE
! PUBLIC

1 Col. W. W. Harts, engineer of-
| fieer in charge of public buildings
| amd grounds, has been a highly ef-
ficient officer, and has demonstra-
'ted an imagination, & visien, an ap-
| preciation of Washington's future
land its needs in the way of miruse-
‘ment grounds, far surpassing m st
officers in his position. I'herefore,
some hesitation may be justified, in
eriticiem of an important recom-
mendation coming from lum, deal-
ing with the realm in which be has
done such good work.

pelled to protest apainst Colonel
Harts' recommendation, just made
publie, that Rock Creex Tark be
placed under the jurisdiction »f the
chief of army engineers,

There exists a division of control
over the public grounds of the city.
The small parks, the trianglez, and
ornamental spuces in generul are
under the chief of engineers, while
Rock Creek I'ark is the one excep-
tian, being under a commission,
composed of the Chief of Engineers
and the District Commissioners.
There is justification for criticism
apainst this division of the park
jurisdiction; but it is not apparent
that a better situntion would bhe pro-
duced by turning Rock Creek Park
over to the sole domination of an
army engineer officer.

Conceding that nobody could pro-
vide a more satisfactory physical
management Tor the great park, and
conceding that the business of main-
taining and improving it ought to
be left with the engineers, 1t must
be said that Rock Creek [ark (s not
thus far producing social rclurns on
the investment in it, and that this
geems largely the result of a rath-
er too militaristic inanageent.
There is too strongly entertained,
seemingly, the opinion that a park,
properly  beautified, with streams
and drives and woods and open
spaces, is a finished product. The
notien of getting the people into it
doesn't seem -ever to have been

tiee. Roek Creek DParic, as  The
Times has said a good many times
before, is a wonderful plavground
with nchody playing in it; a love-
Iy place to go, with nn wu, to oo
there; a Little Trianon, for the fa-

tor cars and their permits to en-
jny its beauties. [t isn't a people’s
park, and that is exactly what o
ought te he made.

Tt is difficult to believe that under
the permanent control of the army
engineers'  chief, this  condition
would be remedied as ~fTactively as
it ought to be. There are (oo many
restrictions, upon the use of tne park
now. despite the fact that the Dis-
trict Commissioners have a voice
in its management, Not
some hoys wandering in the park
suw another group of their contem
poraries  swimming in the creek,
The newcomers produced
suits, and in perfectly nroper urray
took to the water. In a few min-
utes they were chased out by a
park policemun, and one of them
pleaded for the privilege o tele-
phening to an influential fiend to
get them out of the law's clutches.
It developed that the first erowid
of bovs had a proper permit to
swim: the second, never having
heard of permits, were nut so arm-

other wenl on swimminz.

This isn't the st of park ad-
ministration that the tovn wants or
needs, There is a requitement tha
I]li(’nirk--re- must  get permils from
| some  downtown authority  before
they cun use the park for their pur-

moving swiftly behind the curtain of |

Nevertheless, The Times feels im- |

within the purview of the authori-

vorites of the eourt, with therr mo- !

long ago

bathing |

ed; so one erowil wus arvested, tllt'|

real interest of the publie, and its
 right to make the most use of the
recrention ground,

Too mueh military eontrol  will
not promote the end that in desir-
able to attain.

AN EMBARRASSIT] BLUNDER

{ Consul General Skinner, who has
‘heen recalled from London by the
State Department to explain his ge-
cusations against the British gov-
ernment concerning  alleged re-
straints upon American commerce
imposed by English orders in coun-
cil, apparently must make good his
icharges or lose his post.

It is not surprising that the Brit-
{ish government took umbrage at
Consul General Skinner's attack up-
on its policies, and unless he ecan
I prove his assertions it would not bhe
unnatural if Londen informed the
American State Department that
Mr. Skinner no longer wag persona
grata. This country recently has

it easy for us to apprecinte the
English position. As a result of it
the ambassador of a foreign govern-
ment. was summoned home, These
high agents representing a nation in
another eountry are considered as
guests of the country to which they
are accredited, and when they be-
have themselves unseemly or im-
pugn the motives of their host, they
bring an end to their usefulness.
Consul General Skinner is recog-
nized ns an efficient officer. His of-
fense to the British government was
(his report to Washington that Eng-
lund  was  digeriminating  against
"Ameriean trade, suppressing it, in
I!'::u'l. with coertain countrieg, by her
:orfiera in council, while herself trad-
ing with those same countries in
gooda proscribed =0 fur as America
was concerned.
{ 'he report contained English sta-
Itisties and Mr. Skinner's own dedue-
{tions therefrom, intended for the
|eongidera‘ion of officinls here, and
probahly not for publication. 1t was,
however, given out for publication
by the State Department, and it is
Ithis, rather than the report from
Mr. Skinner, which eonstitutes :an
embarrssing hlunder. The recall of
the consul general, viewed in this
Jdight, was not necessituted by any
publie impropristy on his own part,
but by the action of his own Gov-
ernment in making public his report.
Such indiscretions tend to damage
the entire Cansular Service. Con-
(sular representutives may  hesitate
to submit their private opinions he-
cause of fear thnt their Government,
will make them publie. It was a
imost indelicate thing to necuss one
lof the belligerents of acts hostile to
the United States unless there were
adequate proof. There appenrs to
he no such proof, The hlame f{or
present embarrassment rests upon
|the officials that really preferred the
charge by making the report public,
before any steps were taken to as.
leartuin . whether it stated faets or
conly apparent facts.

| UEN. GOETHALS TO REMAIN

General Goethals has
the Panamu Canal Zone, withdrawn
s resignation as governor of the
Zoue, and will resume active charge
Yof affairs there, He has been moved

to sacrifice his personal wish, which
"waa that he might be relieved of his
management of the canal and retire
to  the well-earned leisure  that
‘should bie hie lot following the long
years of his devoted wark at
laman.

To General Goethals, of course,
the eanu) is the crown of a groa
career. He wants to finish, tn por.
feet, hi:s wask: and it is found that
i condition which no man eould have
|forecast, a situation that could ot
poesibly have heen guauged, thrent-
|ens the stability and the complete
suceess of the canal, The slides in
the Culebre cut have become in.
creasingly serious, A fleet of ves-
sels carvying cargoes for Viadivos-
tock has been held up at the canal
Ihy the lutest slide. They are of the
|ulrnaﬂt importance to the Russian
government. The delay may prove
affair.  Manifestly, inter-
mittent service cannot make the
canal the great factor in world
[transportation that has been ex-
pected.  The present suspension of
passage s likely to represent a
month of lost opportunity, while en-
|tailige a large expense,

No man knows the problem of
Culebra better than General Goe.
"thals; none knows so well the or-
| zunization with which remedial work
must be carried on. Confidence in
the future of the canal and in its
ultimate completion in perfect and

o ograve

undergone an experiencn that makes |

returned tn |

Pan-
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DEBATE S PROBABLE

Senator Ashurst Will Press Res-
olution for Printing 50,000
Copies of It.

The report of the Indunstrial Commin-
#lon, which has ocome in for auch smrong
oondemnation In some quarters, nnd for
equally strong approval in ethers, will
not be permitted (1o remalin unnotiesd in
Congress,

Henator Ashurat of Arizonn will set
the ball volling at the very outset of
the regulnr session.  He will introduce
And press in the Benate n resolutlon for
the printing of at lenst 60,000 coplos of
the report

This resolution undoubtedly will stir
up a lively debpts, 0 position to It is
cxpected.  Bonntor .\.[:nr.-! mnld today
I that apponents of the findings of Walsh
I"Iul the lubor membiers of the cormmis-
alon were trying hard ta bottle up the

report.  “They think, in fact, they have
hﬁlllli:'l up alreads.” snid the Bena-

They stem (o belleve the report
i M it i= not I have constant
temand for eopies, Already 1 have heen
neked by constituents for aeveral. hun-
dred coples, wud 1 oshall insist on an
niiple supply being printed,”

Senutor Ashurst belleves that the ef-
fort 1o get o large number of eoples
printed will enuse n debate In the Son-
ate on the mercits of the report,
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Relations to Mexican
Issue Is Expected Soon

If Diplomats Decide for Carranza, Strong Protest
Will Follow—Danger of Recognizing Either
Faction Now Has Impressed People Best
Informed About Conditions.

By JUDSON €. WELLIVFER.

A crisis in Pan-American relations to the Mexican situation is
expected to be marked by the conference of American diplomats that
will be resumed in this city tomorrow. The Washington representa-
tives of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Bolivia, Uruguay and Guatemala
are to resume their sittings with the Washington foreign office in the
effort to determine upon an all-American policy in dealing with
Mexico.

There is a strong feeling in Washington that the conference be-
ginning tomorrow may result in some determination favorable to the
recognition of the Carranza government in Mexico. If it does, there
will be a strong protest against Washington accepting the dictum.
There is good reason to believe that some of the intimate advisers of

way and ending the bad conditions in | tie sscendant, and suy that it would be

Three weeks ago the diplomats held
nnother eonference in New York and it
was announced that they had agreed
to gove the Mexiran factjons three weeks

ferences, that the Bouth and Centra!
Ametlcan diplomats kre predisposs

to Carranza. Former Necretary o

in k’hn-n o nlunmm gttrlng?muﬂ‘l;rrt Himte Bryvan was |looKed upon ns e

At that time there was somn hope tha - . ¥ - he
hefore the three weeks should explre 'd'dl‘_ pro-Carranza, even af 1t

deeinlve military  developments would llﬂ_-l: nt.rn_ Presldent Wilson was n
deTormine pretty definitely which aide | favor of Villa.  There 1» more than
wun going tn preponderate It looked | # little feeling that had it not been
ar if the odds were altogether in favor | for the Bryan leaning 1o Carrnn

Washington might have recognized o

|nf the Carrmnziatae. and If tha military
in some other way given lts counten

fsnue should be forced they wauld win

PHESICIANS BANQUET

Chairman of Medical Committee
During G. A. R. Encampment
Honored by Fellows.

Dr. Tewls J. Battls. chairman nf the
medical committon aiuring the 3 A. R
eneampment, was glvon g dinner by hin
fellow  committesmon Varnum
Inat nidght.

Aboutl 10 Washingtrn phvalctans whn
served on the medical committen gath-
ered at the hannnet bonid, and enjoved
a tharouehly deliwbitful svening with
thelr grest The ufMak mnre ke
a colloge studants’ dinner than that of
sedate practitionears Al whio witended
wern In A happy veln o humer

Dr. A B 1on  wias  tnsstmastar
Among the speakers wan [y Frank
Leech, presidant of 1he Medleal Aspos
clation aof the IMstrer Columbla,
who congratulnted Do Battle and other
membere of the modleal remmitien for
thelr sfMiclont labore duding the ane
cnmpment, and their succoseful malnes
tenanoe and condiaer of three Inrge hos-
pitals mt LUnlon Station, Camp Lmery,
and an the White

wt the

Tart

Othern who spoke were Dier, . F. Hil-
ton, George O Clark, =amusl  Walt-
kinw, Phillp &, Moy, Toy Willinma,
W, M. Barlon, A. W\ Hopwell, and O

W, Hoswall, the Inttey bheing viea prosis
dent of the Medleal o e

i Among the mombe = I ithe medical
the President regarding Mexico have been strongly opposing the ac. [gommiltes prosent weri s it -
ceptance of the Carranza regime; while the President has for a long | 7%, D Fokers, Wit 4 G ihomas.
time been regarded as decidedly predisposed to the Villa causc e e i A gmong

. > W, Jaeger, R, F. Du tr. A, Barnes

VILLA'S ATTITUDE COMMENDS HIM. Hooe, Lewin J. Buttle, Jonn 1, Noreis,

General Villa, deapite the efforts 10, Carranga would he overthrown  Not :‘f:“"‘{ '\“.T”B,T“:"l = \H"‘;‘;‘""‘”'

arouse preajudice againat him, has main- 8o very long sgo Huerta had mnparent- ‘harlos . yde, . 1} ! iiin 1ton,

= ' M 0 . o Carrmnze | 4. J. Kaveney, W. Ashhy vrankland,

tained an attitude toward the United |} 4 ych vredominance we SULLMUE | ¥, W. Bradin, Gearge B. Lowiing. G O,

Btates that hax In gencral commended | the country, Merrie, Bamuel K, Wathins, Tom A

him here. When on August 1l the he danger of recognizing either foce | Willlame, Arthur A el Stuagr

Pan-Ameriean  diplomatic  conference | tion, As matters now rt?u-l. nas hme ;’,""“"“\'\‘:“““'”“‘J"' J “""""i Wiy ¢

pressod  people t  Informed nbout ox, am J, renich, 1L, Thomaas

uddressed notes to the leaders of the | o Gy oo iiliatas fhmist  that | West, Clifton 1t Wallaer, aryl tsure

Mexican faction suggesting the desir-| Wushington deolined to cive them rer- | bank, Prancis MeQuills A, N. Valen
ability of their getting together in some | ognition when they were decidedls in | tine, Waltor Vi Sweringen, o 5

gan, Francin A, St ¢lair, 15,0

D, W, Frentisa, 1. 1. vonk
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